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.xisting Conditions 

Elongated formations of exposed bedrock exist on the site, rising just above the surface of the 
surrounding grade. They can be found along ridges and in small knolls in three areas of the site: the 
ridge line along Nod Hill Road, the center of the site, and in larger !Ilasses in the northeast comer of the 
site. The most visible area of exposed bedrock can be found between Weir's studio and the barn. 

Slope Analysis 

The Slope Analysis Plan (exhibit 12) was derived using the survey by Eastern Topographies 
(04/15/93). Using the one-foot contours on the plan, slope percentages were calculated. The site slope 

conditions were then divided into four categories: 0-8%, 8-15%, 15-30%, and greater than 30%. The 
criteria for slope percentage intervals was established to reveal basic site slope characteristics. These 
characteristics influence the constructability of future paths, roads, parking, and building foundations. 

As seen on the plan, slope variation occurs randomly throughout the site, with no slope category 
dominating one particular area. Direction is the most prominent slope characteristic with long narrow 
bands of the steepest slopes running in a northeast/southwest direction. Approximately 50% of the site 
is comprised of relatively flat land (0-8% slope) that runs in a similar direction, but in wider bands . 

• ese flat bands tend to occur in lowland/wetlands and on the highest ridge along Nod Hill Road. 

Vegetation Analysis 

The primary objective of the Vegetation Analysis Plan (exhibit 13) is to show areas of existing 
tree coverage and canopies, open space areas, and the location of trees over 12-inch caliper, which reveal 
vegetation age and pattern. The three major forest types are classified by dominant vegetation and soil 
condition, as described in "An Ecological Survey of Weir Fann": 1 the mixed oak forest, sugar maple­
white ash forest, and the red maple forest. These are indicated in exhibit 13. 

• 

1. The mixed oak forest is represented on the site by the existence of one subtype or 

subcategory of vegetation: the oak-maple leaved viburnums, which are the most 
dominant forest types on the site, and can be found in the well-drained areas at the center 
of the site, northwest of the Weir buildings and north and east of the pond. Trees 

classified as part of the mixed oak forest and oak-maple-leaved viburnum subcategory 
found in these areas include: red oak, black birch, red maple, with some sugar maple, 
striped maple, white ash and flowering dogwood.2 
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.xisting Conditions 

2. The sugar maple-white ash forest has one subtype or subcategory of vegetation 

represented on the site: the maple-ash-New York fem type. This subcategory of 
vegetation can be found in moist soils on lower slopes, east of the Burlingham property 
across Nod Hill Road and in the pond's southwest watershed. Trees found in these areas 
include sugar maple, white ash with limited red maple, red oak, and black cherry. This 
forest subcategory also has a well-developed shrub layer.3 

3. The red maple forest has three subtypes or subcategories of vegetation represented on the 

site: red maple-sweet pepperbush forest, red maple-spicebush forest and buttonbush 
thickets. These subcategories, or forest subtypes, can be found in the many wet 
depressions and drainageways of the site. Trees found in these areas include red maple, 
yellow birch, black gum and some hemlocks. This forest type also has a well-developed 
shrub layer.4 

Open space areas shown on the Vegetation Analysis Map are comprised of meadows and mowed 
fields (some of which, as outlined in previous chapters, were formerly cultivated fields), lawn areas, paved 
roads and driveways, and wetland areas. The open space wetland areas consisting of understory or shrub 
and herbaceous vegetation will be described further in the following soils and hydrology section . • Tree coverage occurs over 75% of the site, with the central and eastern portions of the site being 
almost entirely wooded. The majority of open space occurs at the highest portion of the site, near the 
Weir and Burlingham buildings. Trees larger than 12-inch caliper tend to occur along walls, roads, and 
hedgerows and in groupings found in steep and wet areas of the site. Larger trees were probably able to 
develop in these areas because they were outside the areas disturbed by cultivation. 

Soils and Hydrology 

Because wetland areas and certain soil types are interrelated, the soil and hydrologic conditions 
of the site were mapped together (exhibit 14). Five major soil types and various hydrologic features such 
as waterbodies, streams, and wetland areas are found on the site and shown on the Soils and Hydrology 
Map. The description of the five major soil types was taken from the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) 
survey for Fairfield County, Connecticut. Descriptions of soils from other noted sources vary slightly. 
Hydrologic information was taken from the Weir Farm NPS Wetlands Map and Assessment by Carl 
Melberg, Resource Management, February 5, 1993, and Eastern Topographies survey (04/15/93). It should 
be noted that a resource evaluation project to be completed by the fall of 1994 and conducted by the 
National Park Service and Soil Conservation Service will evaluate the site's natural resources, including 
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.xisting Conditions 

water quality, and assess the potential impacts of existing and proposed actions on those resources. 

The soils of the site have been derived solely from glacial till. These are generally rocky and have 
little organic accumulation in the upper layers.5 The five major soil types are indicated on exhibit 14 and 
described briefly below. 

CrC-Charlton-Hollis is a fine sandy loam and very rocky with 3 to 15 percent slopes. It consists 
of gently sloping and well drained and somewhat excessively drained soils on hills and ridges. They have 
an undulating topography marked with exposed bedrock, a few drainageways, and a few small wet 
depressions. This very strongly acid to medium acid soil is the dominant soil type on the site. It can be 
found throughout the northwest, central, and eastern portions of the site.6 

HpC-Hollis-Charlton-rock outcrop complex is very similar to the Carlton-Hollis complex and 
consists of gently sloping and sloping soils on hills and ridges. It makes up the ridge along Nod Hill 
Road and at the Weir and Burlingham building areas.7 

A Rn-Ridgebury, Leicester and Whitman is an extremely stony, fine sandy loam. It consists of 
~orly drained and very poorly drained soils in depressions and drainageways on uplands and in valleys. 

Outcroppings typically cover 5 to 35 percent of the surface. The areas are irregularly shaped or long and 
narrow. Slopes range from 0 to 8 percent, but are typically less than 3 percent. This strongly acid to 
slightly acid soil makes up the majority of the drainageways and wetland areas at the central portion of 
the site.8 

Aa-Adrian Muck is a poorly drained soil with a water table at the surface most of the year. It 
can be found in two depressed areas at the most western edge of the site.9 

RP=rock outcrop-Hollis complex is found typically on hills and ridges. It consist of gently 
sloping to steep, somewhat excessively drained soils and areas of exposed bedrock This complex can be 
found at the northeastemrnost comer of the site. 10 

Standing water exists in pond form on two areas of the site. A portion of a small pond can be 
found at the northwestemrnost comer of the site behind the Weir buildings. However, the most dominant 
hydrologic feature of the site is a 3.6-acre manmade pond located at the eastern end of the site. A 200-
foot earthem dam constructed at the northwest end of the pond contains water from the surrounding 
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watemhed and the stream located at the pond's southwestern banks. A small island exists at the pond'!I 
eastern edge. 

Several wetland areas occur on the site as shown on exhibit 14 and described herein from The 
Weir Farm NPS Wetlands Assessment by Carl Melberg. They include the following. 

Wetland Site A is located just to the west of the Weir house and is hydrologically supported by 
runoff from the surrounding landscape. This wetland is connected vegetatively to a much larger wetland 
system to the west. During periods of precipitation and spring high water, the two wetlands will have a 
hydric connection. This entire wetland complex after passing through several open water areas, discharges 
into the Norwalk River. 11 

Wetland Site Bis located west of Nod Hill Road, southwest of the Burlingham House. This area 
is a seasonal wet meadow dominated by emergent vegetation that becomes dry enough during the summer 
months to mow. This finger-shaped area collects adjacent runoff, forming a swale configuration. The 
water from this area flows to the south connecting to the same system as Wetland C. 12 

Wetland Site C is located due east of Nod Hill Road. It runs in a north-south direction parall. 
to the road and is situated at the upper end of a fairly large watershed. This wetland is composed of 
three distinct zones. The most northerly zone is emergent wetland that is supported by runoff from 
adjacent lands. This emergent wetland changes further south or downslope into a broad-leaved deciduous 
wetland that then changes further into open water extending south off the property, through a constricted 
outlet culvert at a private residential access road. From this point south, the drainage is confined to a 
narrow streambed. This complex system eventually connects to the Norwalk River. 13 

Wetland Site D is part of a wetland complex that connects to a major stream. This wetland is 
adjacent to Wetland C, likewise extending in a north-south direction; however, it is associated with another 
watershed. This wetland makes up the upper reaches of this watershed, which is within the NPS 
boundary. The section of the wetland adjacent to Wetland C is open water surrounded by a riparian zone 
supporting wetland vegetation. This wetland area contributes water in a northerly direction to the NPS 
boundary. At this point, the wetland system gets narrower and turns eastward becoming part of a major 
watercourse. This watercourse contributes water to two drainage systems. The majority of the water from 
this system bypasses the pond ansf flows northeasterly off the property. The balance of the water connects 
with Wetland E and flows into the pond.14 
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Wetland Site Eis part of the watershed associated with Wetland D. The wetland has its source 
just south of Tall Oaks Drive. Water from the wetland flows slmyly east, supplying water to the pond. 
Wetland D connects to Wetland E vegetatively and hydrologically during high water. 15 

Wetland Site F is immediately adjacent to the pond. This wetland is regulated and maintained 
by pond elevation. Prior to the pond excavation by Weir, this wetland may have been a natural drainage 
for this area. 16 

Wetland Site G fonns the inlet to the pond from the southeast. The wetland is supported by 
down-gradient seepage from the south. This seepage originates from the open water area west of Thunder 
Lake Road at the junction of Tall Oaks Drive. Emergent vegetation dominates this wetland.17 

DETAILED EXISTING CONDITIONS INVENTORY 

The objective of the detailed existing conditions plans (exhibits 15, 16, and 17) was to locate, 
identify, and define site features that contribute to the existing character of the site. The following 

~arizes the existing features of the site by area. 

Weir Complex 

This zone comprises the area north of Pelham Lane and west of Nod Hill Road. Five main 
structures exist in this area. The Weir house is located at the comer of Pelham Lane and Nod Hill Road. 
North of the Weir house lie the Weir barn and tack house, the Weir studio and garden shed, and the 
Young studio. Approximately 100 feet north of the Weir barn are the fonner ice house and a small shed. 
Two wells exist in this area. One is located west of the Weir house along Pelham Lane and consists of 
a stone structure about six feet square and four feet high. The other well is located north of the Weir barn 
along Nod Hill Road and is enclosed in a small woodshed. 

Stone walls define two grass terraces occurring between the Weir house and the two studio 
buildings. Stone animal enclosures exist in the wooded area just west of the Young studio. Stone walls 
are found along Pelham Road, Nod Hill Road, enclosing the cemetery, and along the property lines to the 
north . 
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.xisting Conditions 

The eastern portion of this area, where the buildings occur, is fairly open with sporadic canopy 
trees. Remnants of a historical formal garden are found in the area just north of the two studio structures. 
These remnants include the base of a stone fountain surrounded by unusually old boxwood shrubs and 
other very old garden plant materials. Seven existing apple trees or remnants are found north of the ice 
house structure. The locations of the apple trees have been recorded and the remnants have been 
propagated and removed due to their deteriorated condition. 

The western portion of this area is heavily wooded with a wetland area along the western property 
boundary that flows north to a pond, of which a small portion lies on the Weir property. 

Burlingham Complex 

This zone comprises the area south of Pelham Lane and west of Nod Hill Road. Three main 
buildings occur in this area. The Burlingham house is located just west of Nod Hill Road and has a small 
toolshed behind. One-hundred-twenty feet to the west of the house is the Burlingham barn, and just south 
of the barn is the woodshed/garage. A driveway turns off Nod Hill Road south of the Burlingham house 
to the area between the barn and the woodshed/garage . 

• A sunken garden is located west of the Burlingham house and north of the driveway. This garden 
is defined by a stone retaining wall on four sides. The plants that remain are the evergreen plants (cedar, 
boxwood) that formed the structural planting components of the garden. A stone wall runs parallel to the 
driveway on the south side. The wall is broken opposite the house by a wood gate flanked by two 
crabapple trees. South of this wall lies a series of terraces defined by stone walls. Southwest of the 
terraces is an enclosed well structure. 

The remainder of this area is essentially a series of meadows/fields separated by stone walls and 
vegetation. Stone walls occur along the entire length of Pelham Lane and Nod Hill Road. Remnants of 
an apple orchard appear along the southern property boundary. Two causeways lead from the western 
edge of the site across a wet area to the Weir Nature Preserve. 

This area is essentially open, other than vegetation occurring along the stone walls, some of which 
containing large. canopy trees . 
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Caretaker's Complex 

This zone contains the area east of Nod Hill Road and west of Weir Pond. Two buildings occur 
in this area southeast of the intersection of Pelham Lane and Nod Hill Road: a house structure currently 
being referred to as the "caretaker's house" and south of this is the "caretaker's garage." A stone wall runs 
north-south just east of these structures to Nod Hill Road and then runs parallel to the road northeast to 
the northern property boundary. Directly across Nod Hill Road from the Weir house this wall is broken 
by stone steps that descend to a series of stone terraces. 

East of the caretaker's buildings and below the stone wall, there is a very steep slope with a wet 
area at the base, running parallel to Nod Hill Road, draining from north to south. A stone and earthen 
causeway crosses the wet area near the southern property line. A trail begins at the north part of the site 
at the eastern edge of Nod Hill Road, winds south along the eastern edge of the wetland, and runs offsite 
at the southern property line. Between the trail and the wetland, remnants of stone foundations occur that 
supported some type of structure. Neither type nor use of the structure has been determined, but it was 
probably a farm-related outbuilding. 

Central Area • 
A path diverges from this main trail approximately where the trail meets the town line. This path 

winds its way eastward to the pond area. At its beginning it emerges through an opening in a stone wall, 
flanked by two large canopy trees, a 24-inch caliper hickory and a 28-inch caliper London plane tree. 
Irnmediately after passing through the wall, the path crosses another wet area that has remnants of a 
wooden bridge. The path continues east through a wooded area, then along a small stream that is lined 
with stones and is actually culverted through a stone wall. The path proceeds east to the pond. 

This entire central area has numerous stone walls and rock outcroppings. While the majority of 
the area is wooded, much of it is of relatively new growth, with the larger trees occurring in wet, steep, 
or rocky areas. 

Pond Area 

This area comprises the pond and the entire eastern portion of the site. The pond is approximately 
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3.6 acres in size. A small island (1,800-2,000 sq. ft.) exists near its eastern shore. Two dams occur on 
the northeast edge of the pond. The first dam is approximately 200 feet in length and consists of large 
rocks and earth. The second dam is approximately 15 to 20 feet behind the first and is approximately 80 
feet long. This dam is poured concrete with stone set into it. The spillway for the pond is located at the 
northern edge of the first dam. 

A foundation of a preexisting boathouse exists along the western shore of the pond. Southwest 
· of this, stone steps ascend a steep slope to an overlook area consisting of large rocks and a stone bench. 

The area along the western shore of the pond is heavily wooded and contains some very large caliper 
trees. 

The wet area southwest of the pond is the inlet for the pond. This area is very rocky and contains 
manmade stone features including walls and stone-lined pools. A significant amount of rusted barbed wire 
fencing is also found in this area. 

South and east of the pond is also heavily wooded with a extensive amount of mountain laurel 
as understory vegetation. Selective clearing of some of this area from the adjacent residences is evident . • Northeast of the pond (north of the two dam structures) is a very heavily wooded area with steep 
slopes and larger rock outcroppings. This area contains a stream fed by both the pond from the south and 
another stream from the west. A waterfall exists where these two streams meet. Large specimen canopy 
trees occur in this area. Marked trails from the adjacent town conservation area wind through this area 
as well as around the pond. 

Site Evolution 

The Site Evolution Comparison Inventory Plan (exhibit 18) is a figure/ground comparison of the 
two pericxls of significance, 1919 and 1947, and the existing conditions today. For more detailed 
information for the period 1919, refer to chapter II, and for the period 1947, refer to chapters III and IV. 
The existing conditions for Weir Farm is outlined in detail earlier in this chapter. 

The intent of this exhibit is to illustrate, in a general way, the evolution and development of the 
site from 1919 to present. Indicated in the diagrams are the extent of property ownership at that time, 
buildings, roads, and tree cover. The current property ownership is indicated on all plans for reference . 

• 285 



Existing Conditions • 

• 

286 • 



~-~ ....,. -................ _,_., 
I 
l 
I 
i 

, • , • 

1919 

• 
1947 

• 
1994 

\VEIR F.\Jl:\I '\ATIO~ .\L HISTORlC SITE 
Ridgt:frt.:hl Md\~, tltr'n C11nih:<":lirn t 

SITE EVOLL1TION 
Cn111pari-;on lnn•ntol'}: 1919, 19.i7. 199~ 

E9 
il ; ~· ... ''" .. ' F a 

• IJ.DJ I~ t'fl:T 

J,);111 rr II 



.xisting Conditions 

1919 

This plan represents approximately 238 acres of property, most of which extends to the east and 
west of the current property ownership. Most of the current buildings existed, except for the caretaker's 
garage and the Young studio. Nod Hill Road and Pelham Lane existed, although neither were paved. 

Approximately 50% of the property was forested at this time with the majority of the open space 
areas occurring west of Nod Hill Road and just east of the Weir complex. Selected areas had been cleared 
in the eastern part of the site. 

1947 

This plan also represents approximately 238 acres of land, all of which is shown on the 1919 plan. 
(References have indicated that an additional 9 1/2 acres was bought by Dorothy Weir Young in 1932. 
It is unclear exactly where these parcels were located.) All of the major buildings existed during this 
period, with the Young studio being built in 1932, and the caretaker's garage built sometime prior to 1947 . 

• od Hill Road and Pelham Lane both existed. 

The tree cover significantly increased over this period, with the majority of the open space being 
located in the vicinity of the building areas. Selected clear areas still existed in the eastern property area, 
as well as the western area. 

1994 

The property line shown is the current ownership of 60 acres. The previously owned areas shown 
on the period plans is predominantly new residential subdivision developments (most of which were 
developed in the late 1970s), except for what is now the Weir Preserve, west ofthe Burlingham property. 

The amount of open space has been reduced significantly since 1919, with the meadow area on 
the Burlingham property and the core area of the Weir Complex being the only open space areas 
remaining . 
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CONCLUSION 

Between 1882 and 1957, a span of 75 years, the American Impressionist painter, J. Alden 
Weir and the American realist sculptor and graphic artist Mahonri M. Young lived and worked at Weir 
Farm. Their artist friends also painted and sketched at the farm. In addition, Weir's first wife, Anna 
Baker Weir, who was initially his art student, his second wife, Ella Baker Weir, and his three 
daughters, Caroline, Dorothy (later Mrs. Mahonri M. Young), and Cora practiced a variety of arts and 
crafts at the Weir and Burlingham properties. Since 1958, Sperry and Doris Andrews have also lived 
and practiced their art at Weir Farm, adding up to a period of more than 110 years of continuous 
artistic activity in this one location. 

To many members of the Weir family, from Weir's first wife, Anna, to Cora Weir 
Burlingham, gardening was an important aspect of life at Weir Farm. The property was farmed 
continuously probably for at least a century before Weir's purchase, until farming was gradually 
phased out after the death of Dorothy Weir Young in 1947. Agricultural activities at the site were 
painted and sketched first by Weir and then by Young between the early 1880s until about 1955. 

~eir Farm was thus a rare example of an informal artists' colony that was at the same time a working 
farm. . 

The intimate agricultural landscape of Weir Farm, captured in many paintings by J. Adlen 
Weir and other artists, is now very rare. This landscape is now preserved for future generations under 
the auspices of the National Park Service in partnership with the Weir Farm Heritage Trust. The 
information presented in this report will be used to guide the management of the site in a manner that 
respects the tradition of artists working on the site and the spirit of creativity inspired by the landscape 
at Weir Farm . 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

CHAPTER I 

More information could be sought about Weir's projected Adirondack house in Keene Valley, New 
York, in the Adirondacks. Mr. Robin Pell, who lives in what is known locally as "Weir's studio" in Keene 
Valley, was contacted, but neither he nor his landlord, Mr. Howard Bushman-Kelly, had definitive 
infonnation. Professor Richard Plunz of Columbia University's Department of Architecture is writing a 
book about Keene Valley and could also be contacted. 

The handwriting on the 1895 her barium pages should be compared with known examples of Weir's 
and Ella Weir's handwriting . 

Archaeological investigation may be advisable on some parts of the site, particularly the site of 
the fonner fishing bridge. 

CHAPTER II 

The C. E. S. Wood Papers at the Huntington Library, San Marino, California, should be studied, 
especially the additional papers that have been acquired recently. 

CHAPTER III 

The Mahonri M. Young Papers in Special Collections, Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah, should be studied more completely than was possible in the time available for this project. 

• The Jack Sears Papers in Brigham Young's Special Collections should also be completely studied . 
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Recommendations for Funher Research • 

An attempt should be made to find out which artists from the Century Club and the Art Students 
League visited the Youngs and whether their art includes paintings or drawings showing the farm, the 
pond, etc. 

An attempt should also be made to contact Spiro Anaganos, Young's assistant, who was living in 
San Francisco in 1989. 

A Mr. Rodier, who is a friend of the Andrews, did landscape work on the property when Young 
was building the studio. He is now 82 years old. 

Sally Iselin and her husband, the late sculptor Lewis Iselin, were friends of the Youngs. She lives 
in New York City. 

CHAPTERS I, II, m, AND IV 

The assistance of Dr. Peter Del Tredici of the Arnold Arboretum would be highly desirable •. 
identifying trees from some of the historical photographs. His assistance was invaluable in the preparatio 
of the Cultural Landscape Report for the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site. 

CHAPTER V 

Sperry Andrews should be asked about the sketches or paintings of the farm he did while Young 
was still alive. 

CHAPTERS 11, 111, IV, AND V 

A Mr. Bill De Forest, who was born in 1900 and remembers Weir, lives on Nod Hill Road. He 
has been interviewed previously by the Weir Farm Heritage Trust but was not asked anything about the 
landscape. His wife's father~ whose last name was Fuller, worked for Weir as a farmer and lived in the 
caretaker's house. Mr. De Forest could, of course, also be asked about all subsequent periods . 
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.Recommendations for Further Research 

Members of the Gully, Knoche, Webb, and Beers families should also be interviewed. 

We are very grateful to all the family members and others who have been interviewed for this 
project either in person or over the telephone. Their input has been invaluable. However, we have had 
to ask them to rely on memory alone for the very specific visual information we need for this project. 
If at all practical, we feel that some sort of informal workshop that brings all of these people together at 
the site to look at old photographs and to walk on the grounds would help to resolve many questions that 
we still have. 

GENERAL 

We also recommend that at some point an agricultural historian be asked to look at some of the 
historic photographs, Weir paintings and Mahonri Young drawings, as well as at the property itself, to try 

to understand more completely the agricultural activities at the site. 

Further physical investigation of the stone wall on the east side of Nod Hill Road adjacent to the 
Weir house, especially the stone caps and the steps in this wall, and of the stone steps near the picnic table 

.ould also be helpful. Nothing has been located in the documentation that explains these features . 
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LIST OF REPOSITORIES CONSULTED AND OUTCOMES 

CONNECTICUT 

Weir Farm National Historic Site, Ridgefield and Wilton 

The archives at the site include: copies of land, deed, and probate records; photographs; slides 
of Weir art works; reports, etc., prepared since the NPS ownership; and other records. 

Yale University Archives, New Haven 

Contains the John Ferguson Weir Papers. Gay Vietzke has studied this collection and shared her 
.otes with us. The letters relating to Weir Fann appear to be the same as those rnicrofihned by the 

Archives of American Art, although Bob Brown of the Archives believes that the family added more 
materials when the gift to Yale was made. 

BOSTON AND CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Archives of American Art, Boston 

Within the past year, all of the Archives' microfilm has been given to the Fine Arts Department 
of the Boston Public Library except for items with publication restrictions. All of the rnicrofihn relating 
to Weir is now at the Boston Public Library except for Reel 533, which is restricted. 

Fine Arts Department, Boston Public Library, Copley Square, Boston 

The other eight rnicrofihn reels relating to Weir and the Weir family are here. David Wallace 
took excellent notes on these. I read through key reels again but did not pick up any additional documents 

.lating to the farm. However, it was sometimes helpful to have the entire letter, rather than extracts. 
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List of Repositories Consulted and Outcomes • 

Also, the references to farming are clearer if you know whether the letter was written in Ridgefield or 
Windham. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, PROVO, UTAH 

Lee Library 

Special Collections has four sets of papers relevant to the project: 

(1) The Weir Family Papers. Read in full. This collection overlaps to some extent with the 
microfilm of the Archives of American Art, but there is much information on other members of the 
family. 

(2) The Dorothy Weir Young Papers. Not read. The finding aid indicated that nearly all of 
this collection consists of drafts of her book, so time was not spent on it • 

(3) The Mahonri M. Young Papers. Read selectively. This consists mostly of sections of his 
draft autobiography, not all of which is relevant to the project. Young's arrangement was topical, and the 
pieces on Weir and Dorothy Weir were helpful in preparing chapter III. Further exploration of this 
collection would be valuable. It is large, and the finding aid is only in draft form. 

(4) The Jack Sears Papers. Read one box out of four. A reference to this collection was 
found (on the last day of research) in the Hinton dissertation listed in the Bibliography. It turned out to 
be extremely valuable for Chapter III. Box 1 contained letters from Young to Sears, a boyhood friend, 
dating from 1932 through 1956. There is no finding aid to this collection, and valuable material may well 
be in the other boxes. The Weir, Young, and Sears Papers all include photographs, mostly snapshots of 
people. 

The stack section of the library has a copy of the Hinton dissertation and a master's thesis on 
Young's early work (see Bibliography). 
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~ of Reposirories Consulted and Outcomes 

useumof Art 

Contains in storage: 

(I) Works of art by Weir. All of these seem to be well known, but it was helpful to see some 
of the originals. 

(2) Works of art by Dorothy Weir Yowig. Only one of these was looked at, since the 
computer listing indicated that nearly all were still lifes. 

(3) Approximately 7000 works of art by Mahonri M. Young. Several hundred drawings, 
watercolors, and prints were examined. Photographs were made of about 60 Branchville and Windham 
drawings, not duplicating the ones previously made for David Wallace. 

It should be cautioned that the titles given to Young's drawings, etc., are not very accurate . 

• 

most cases, they are not Young's titles but are ones given to the works of art by a previous curator or 
taloguer. Some are a little fanciful: i.e., "Red Village," for the buildings on the farm. A search was 

done on the computer for works with "Branchville" in the title, but this did not pick up everything 
. relevant. I requested several other drawings with rural sounding titles that could be views of Weir Farm 
and fowid other things that way. However, a nwnber were of Windham, Danbury, or elsewhere. 

(3) Curator's office. Dawn Phewsey kindly gave me xeroxes of some articles, clippings, etc., 
from her files. 

FRICK MUSEUM, NEW YORK CITY 

A telephone inquiry was made to the Frick Art Reference Library, which holds Theodore 
Robinson's diaries. I was referred to Sona Johnston, Associate Curator of Painting and Sculpture at the 
Baltimore Musewn of Art, who iS" editing the diaries. She said she believed that there were a nwnber of 
references to Weir, but she has not yet gotten back to me . 
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List of Repositories Consulted and Outcomes • HUNTINGTON LIBRARY, SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA 

A telephone inquiry was made to Peter Blodgett, Curator of Western Historical Manuscripts, who 
responded by sending detailed listings of the C. E. S. Wood Collection. The Wood Papers are not on 
microfilm, although several of them are quoted in Dorothy Weir Young's book. I was also told that the 
library had recently acquired a large additional collection of Wood Papers, which includes a number of 
letters from Weir to Wood. The new acquisition is still being catalogued but will be ready for scholars 
"in the near future." 

• 
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• 
MAHONRI M. YOUNG 

KELLIS POND LANE. R.D. l 
WATER MILL. NEW YORK. 11976 

August 23, 1994 

Dear Mr. Grove, 

iVIy father has asked me to respond to your letter of Aug. 
12 regarding information on Weir Farm ca. 1947. 

Based on my recollections from summers spent on the farm 
in the fifties, I have come up with the information noted directly 
on the 1"=100' site plan (enclosed). 

We question whether the chicken house (as it was in our day) 
was originally an icehouse. It appears inappropriate for that 
use. To my recollection, the icehouse was a circular pit in the 
grounddcovered by a circular windowless shed and roof at approx. 
location 6 on the map. 

You should also check with Doris and Sperry Andrews and 
their children. Although their residency dates from 1958 (not 
1957 as given in some printed material), I doubt that any changes 

• 
significance were made by my grandfather between Dorothy's 

ath in 1947 and his 0wn death in 1957 (except for removing 
the railing around the front porch of the main house). The 
Andrews' recollections of the property in the late fifties would 
probably reflect thevconditions of a decade earliir. 

My cousin Charlie Lay and his sister Darcy might also have 
relevant recollections. The three Weir gramdchildren are probably 
the best living source on information on the Burlimiam property. 

Please feel free to contact me if you wish further details. 
I can be reached at 516-537-3091 until Sept. 12 and at 
613-789-5714 from Sept. 14. 

• 
RECEIVED 

AUG 2 61994 

Ch lid AllOC.. Inc • 

Sincerely, 

.t/ 
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Weit Farm 
Wfitf Ferm Nabot1al tt.ismric Site 

Analysis And Evaluation 

Summary 

For the purpose af1Jus CU l..c\el I onl~ o ccncrol dcSt.np1ion ot cx1s1mi; coadit1oos will be descubcd 
under each landsc:lpe chnractensllc 1n a subsequent CLl Lc'cl ti tlul> secuon w1U pro,·1dc a dc.~cnpuon 
and nrutlysis of each land.'icnpc charactcnsuc nnd of ind1ndual foatures included \\ 111un each component 
l:mdscape 

Landscape Characteristics And Features 

Topography 

fapo8ed bedrock and a scncs of tcep north-wuth ndgclmc~ separated b\ Oai land chamctcri'.c the 
undnlonns topograp~ . Lo" -h ing ID.nds bch\CCo the ndgclUtcs tcad 10 hold wnLcr. fonrung wetlands 
Lnrsc boulders arc scattered ncro the uplnnd lnnd~pe 

View of boUJders SC8llered on a hJJISlde omhm fhe W11stervef!-ON•polilt.Kh11r PfTJperty. 2003 (OCLP) 

PDgo 1 o1 e 



Wmr Fann 
Wu Fann N;auonal Hll.IOllC SU& 

V1ow northeaSl of rock outaoppmgs north of the W•1r/Young l1ouse Nole the IQlhouse m the background 2003 
(OCLPJ 

l/Je.v of wetl'lnd north of Weil Pond. 2003 (OCLP} 

Cu!Wnll land$Qpu lnventoty (P;art la) Page 2 ol 6 



Weir Farm 

WM Farm NAUonaJ Hl:>tollC Sita 

Spatial Organization 

TI1c naUolUll lust one site consists of two dtsconunuous properties· I.he 59 06-:icrc property acquired by J 
Alden Weir bc1"ecn 1882 and 1907 a11J Lhc ~ 97~acrc Wcs1crvch-OtNapob/Lcchc1 propeny Nod lltU 
Roud connects the I\\ o propcn ies, "luch arc ks.-; lhan 0114 half mile apart The 1.ntcrscclion of Pelham 
Lane (easUwesl) and Nod Hill Road (northlsouth) physically di\ 1dc lhc pro pert) once owned b) I. A ld~n 
W\:1r into lhree distinct spaces Ll:lnd ~-socfatcd with I.he \;luster of Wcit!Young building,s is locntcd at 
the oorthl\eSl comer of tl1c mtcrsect1oa This propcn' includes tbc WorriYoung bousc and othc1 
associated agncaJturo.1 bwJdmgs, tho Wci:r and Yolillg studios, the Secret Garden, an orchard, an open 
field. and a stone lCrmoc Ac the southwc.<;t corner of the mtcrscctwn 1s l.'lnd :is..~1atcd wnh the cluster 
of Burlingham bwldings.. Included on I.he property is the Burltnghrun house (visi1orcen1er). barn 
(rcnovnicd for programmatic use). and orhcr associated building.,, 1.hc sunken garden. ao orchard. open 
liclds. and stone lt..'trnCCS. The third and lurges1 parcel is loca1ed to the east of Nod Hall Road h includes 
the caretaker's house. un open field. cxtcn.s:i\·~ woodland (fom:1cr rtg,ncuhnral fields), nnd Weir Pond. 
(Set site plan ) 

crrculatlon 

TI1c nauonal hi.<;toric sne is located along thrco rural roads: Old Branchville Road. Nod I-I ill Road, and 
Pdhrun Lane The t\\o-lanc asphnll roads connc~t and hisecl prope1ues ''ilhin the she and pro\idc 
visitor access from all cardin.a.l pornts.. A fiflcen-5paCC visitor pn.rluog lot i.s located on the cnslcm s1Jc 
of Nod Hifl Road. opposite the Webb/Young h~HL~ (v1s1tor cen1cr) C1rcufauon "11hsn mdiv1dual 
properties includes a }_!ravel access \\U) nnd gravel drive~. a wagon road. 11 stone causcwa) . foot uails 
umJ \\uU.~ays (soil stone. nnd woockn boanhrnJk). and stone stnirways. 

View north of Nod Hrl' Road. We1rlYOU119 bnm m tile bock.grourid. 2003 (OCLP} 

Cul!Unll landsc::lpes lnvantory tP'an 3a) Page 3 of 6 



Welt farm 
~1 Fum Habonal H6tonc SU 

View easJ of the Burlmghsm gravel dnve Note the sunken garden. the siontt potting shttd. end the Burlmgtism 
house left. of the dnve. 2003 (OCLP) 

Vte1v north of th• viStlor parl<mg lot Nod Hrn road to the left 2003 (OCLP). 
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Wo1r Fatm 

Weit Fa.rm N.'1.IONll ltisionc S¢e 

V11w southeast of th& Westervelt property dnveway NOie the undavofoped subd1V1SJ011 access way left of th• 
d.tJ~way 2003 (OCL P) 

V1aw east of foot trod and boardwalk ltt•dmg from Nod H v Road to We" Pond, 2003 (OCLP) 

Culbnl t.andscaoe• lnvon:ory (Part la) Page 5 ol 6 



We1F•rm 
W.,;, F.rm NabON.I HblOlk S.:o 

V16w of !lteppmg stornt P-'h bordering Weir Pond. 2003 (OCLPJ 

Cluster Arrangement 

r, .. o buildmg clustcrc; 3n:: ~ocmtcd wuh Weir Fllllll. both located nt lhc mtcrsccuon of l\od Hill Road 
and Pdhnm Lane The WcirfYoung fann clus1cr is lhe l:'U'gest hs \C11l!lcular bulldmg nrrangcmcm 
1ncludc!. lhc WcirfYoung house (facing Pelham Lane), WcarfYoung bnm. Weir studw nnd Young 
studio Several smaller buildings and structures arc locnto<l sout11 of the house including an 1cchou~ 
comcnb. se\cral '' ells. and l\\O Slone cntlosed pigpens A mamtamc<l field and a formal gnrdcn (Secret 
G:udcn) eonnl.'<: l thc buildings and sm1c1urcs '' ithin the Weir/Young building cluster Also hi!>tori~U' 
assoc1u1cd with tJns cluster 1s t11c cmct.okcr s house ttud gnr.igc. Nod HLll Rood sepnrnlc:i. tbcsc strucrUJCs 
from the rcs1 or the buildings 

The Burl mg.ham butldmg cluster mcludes four bwldings c-0nncc1cd b) a grm•cl dm c The Burhnghnm 
hou.,c ':llMd!. on the n-0rth side of the grovel dmc and faces Nod Hill Ro;id. A smalJ ston~ po111n~ shed 
"'!"!. dm:cth to lhc ~of Lhe house ndJaeait 10 ~ suukn garden_ The Weir/Bur linghnm barn and n 
\\ood.shcd nrc located at the \\CSlcrn end oflhc grn,·cl dnvc_ Scvcml stone garden tcrrac~ :uc l~11cd 
"1lh10 the cluster. most notabh u mulu-le\CJ terrace on the somhcm side of the drive ($cc sne plnn) 
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Welt Farm 
W.. f'arm tuuonal lilSlMIC s.te 

Buildings And Structures 

Four hou~--s ant.I ~c,era.J associated builJmtts ontl structure~ arc located\\ ithin tbc nallonal h1stonc sue 
Th.rec of !he houses :ind three support buildings prc-<i1uc J A1d1.."0 Weir"s O\\ncrship. the Wen/ Young 
house nnd b:im. the c.urct.al.cr s house. und the Burlmg,lmm houst:, barn nnd '' OQdshcd 

l3wldmgs constructed during Weirs hfcumc and located wuhm the cluster of WcarfYoun~ buddings 
ancluc.lc the Weir c; tud10 ( 188 '\) an t\:C house (cu J X<J l. comcnc:d mto cb1clcn h(lusc an l 9-fl) and a 
1.3CI. house (l? 11 . altered m l 918), a com ~rib (pnllr to I 'J'..!O). and an octagonal garden tool shed ( 1900-
1 ?JO) The caretaker'!; gnrogc located adjacent 10 Ilic cnrc1a~cr s house und acroS!> the c;trect from the." 
cluster ofWeu/Young bu1ldmgc; wns bulll bct\\ccn tl1c nud-1920:> and 19~7 (HSR Vol I. Vol 11-A 
Vol U-B) 

Buildmss conslrnctcd '' 1thw lhc dustc1 uuubutcd to his daughter Dorothy Weir Young s O\\ ncrsh 1p 
mcludc her husb:md Mahonn Young· s im1d1u (I 932) iln animal sheller (ca I '732). and se\ cral do~ 
houses {ca. 19--lOs) Build mgs cunstructcd '' 1lhm the cluster ol Burlmghrun buddtngs :ind attn"buted to 
\\car·~ daughter Cora WcJr Burlingham includ-: n stone polling shed and n stone rubbish mcmcmtor 
(I ISR Vol I. Vol II-A Vol Ill) 

Onl~ one building IS loc.11cd on Lhe Wc<;t1:nch-D1Napolt Leeber propcrt\ . n house con~tructcd m ICJ4J8 
and prc,1oush owned b' fhITTC\ nod Ma~ L'nn \\'~tench 

Vte1Y northwest of the Weir/Young l!ouse the w~u/Young bam 1$ to ~ rtglt 2003 (oct.P) 
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Weir Farm 
Woll' Fvm Natio.,.t His1onc Siie 

View north of Che Wetr/Youttg bam. 2003 (OCLPJ 

View north (fen to right} of the Wlllt/Young com crib. animal shelter. and ice house. 2003 (OCLP) 
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W.11 Farm 
Welt Farm Hal~I Hlstoflc Silo 

View north of the Weir studio, 2003 (OCLPJ 

ViBl'I SQUthea~ of the Young Slud10. 2003 {OCLPJ 
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W.r Farm 

W.. F•rm Nlltlonlll ~ SC. 

V•w south of rM c•,.t•l4•r s hou.se. 2003 (OCLPJ 

v,.w nottnHst of th• caretal<er·s 9'fTllf19. 2003 COCLPJ 
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W\'lrFarm 
W111r Fll!m NaUonaJ H!storle Seto 

V1&1. 1wst of the Burlinghamhous. (V'ISltorcenterJ 2003 (OCLPJ 

Vrow east of the Burlingham hoU$0 (V1Sitor Cftnter) and the stone potting shod. 2003 (OCLP) 
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We.r Farrri 

Wo1t Faim Nahol'QI HillohC. Sit• 

View r70tth (left to riflitJ of the Burllnfliam bMn (renov.:ed far progrBrnrntJLIC use) and ivoodsl'led 2003 (OCLP) 

V1e.v $/OUlfHUtst of the We.stf>l'VOlt house. 2003 (OCLP) 
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l/\laUFum 

We11 F•rm N'1tl0"81 H151onc Sile 

Small Scale Features 

Stone Walls 

A nel\\ork of stone \\all'\ cnc;,~-<ross 1he n:111onal h1stonc c;1tt. \Orne pnmanl~ <>el"\-ed funcuonaJ purposes 
\\Juli: others ''\;re con~nuctcd mon: for dcc0rn11on ll1c 11\aJOnt) of the stone "alls marl. h1stonc fidd 
~d propcn~ bound.:lncs The~ arc round'' tlhm Weir F:um (-.;omc nr\: bclic'ed to prc-d:ltc. Weir' s 
O"tl!.!TShrp) :ind" uhm the We tcl"\ch-01Nopolr Lecher propcrt) The.~ dn-lrud wnlls ran nlong 
roadsides. field edges. and through \\oodlnnds The more dccornll\C ~tone \\alls and features are found 
"11lun the bwJduig clus1crs a_ssocLntcd \\IUI the \\cir/ Young fnnn and Builmghnru propcm· aud along 
!he adjacent roods ~ mcfudc s1one retaining \\alls. garden terraces. garden ''alls a stone pauo, and 
stoni: ,,aJls along 'od Hui Road The loc.11 Knoche fanul~ of stone masons oonslTUclcd man} oflhcse 
features dunng Ill\: 1930s .uw 19-lOs 

Mi~ccllaaeous Small Scale features 

Small scale fc:nurc5 tneludc a ~one ledge bird bath. a gmn11c ''ell co\ er u stone p1cmc tahle. and a 
carved granuc splash bloc!. located "uhw the cluster of Wcir/Y oung buildings A II or most of tl1cSt. 
1Cu1urcs an: lhou&ht to date ttl Wcu- s O\\ncrsh1p The ,i,clOJcn p1ckc1 fence creeled m 2003 olong 
Pelham Lane and Nod I hll Road 10 fronl l\f thc Weir/Young house and the caretaker 'house 1s a rcphui 
of a fence bullt m the snmc ln J Aldt.•n Wo1t b~ I R90 

Cull.nl Land5caoo1 llMHl1Drv «Part 3b) Pa~7of I~ 



Wrur Farm 
VVfttt F,1rm lllalional Hlslork Slte 

Vrew wost of stone walls southwest of the Burftngham woodsht!d. 2003 (OCLPJ 

View northeasi of stone walls along Nod Hill Road (right) and bordenng enclosed area ro the rea1 of the Bm1mgham 
house. 2003 (OCLP) 
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Wwrfarm 

Wl:JI Farm National Hl!JlODC Sile 

View southeast of stone ternJce gardens south o( the Burlingham house. 2003 (OCLP} 

View tfOtthwe!i:l of wooden pteket fen~ erectt>d m 2003 along Pethom Lane tmd Nod Hill Roaa, :?003 (WEFAJ 
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lllr'eat F•rm 

W.- Farm PQUllNll H.&SJ.onc: Siio 

Construct ed Water Features 

\\cir Pond 1s locn1cd at Llic c11Stcrn end of the 11uuo1wl Jw;tonc site. sunoundcd on all sides ~ 
woodland IL'> outhnc. Crom an 01.nal 'IC\\ res.cm bk~ the shape of o fish A small island nt lls c!l.Stcm 
end denotes tbe C\ c of the fish Whether mtcnt1on:dh or umntenuonall) constructed to re5':mblc tb~ 
profile: of J fish us shape ts amusing cons1denng J Alden \\cir hu11l thc pond so that be c-0uld rash on 
bis profl(:rt) An earthen drun ~nmuctcd b\ Weir in I 8'Jb. 10 Oood Lhc lu\\-lymg area tpossibl) 
dredged) no" oe<;npicd b' the pond and o concrete dnm bmh b) hlS dnughtcr Doroili\ Wutr Young m 
I 93 7 to suppon the I X'J6 dtun, Ml 1dc-b"-s1dc a.t tbc nonh cad of the pond 

Wcs1 of Weir Pond a stone hncd ditch crosses the fool path lea<lmg to the r><>nd. The dat1;.h 1,i. 1.hough1 to 
have been constructed to mnnngc wntcr OO\\ t<1 the pond dunng dry swnmcrs Water from n small 
strerun 1s J1vcrtcd mto the stone lmcd d11ch. which 1s t.hrectcd first mto un adjacent wetland nod 
C\t!ntu~lh· into Weir Pond 

Vlf!'IY nottflwttsl auoss Wetr Pond, to'rtards the ts/and 2003 COCLPJ 
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Wef#Farm 
Wu Faim National Hatone S4e 

Concreto cJ.m bu1U Oy Dororhy Weir Young m 1937 Just visible to the nght of Che ongmat dttm, 2003 (OCLPJ 

VHtw west of stone lined ditch d111ertmg wator from a small stream (ng.'lt Side of path) across the footpath lesdtng to 
Welt Pond and mto on Bd1•~t wetland 2003 (OCLPJ 
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Woll Farm 
Wolt F111m N.at10N11 11mouc: Sito 

Vegetation 

WoodJnnd CO\crs $.lgui.f'icnnt ucreage witbio tbc nauonnl luscoric Sile. Tbc uge of' the uccs varv. though 
most rungc from young to med mm gtO\\ th. Open fields rcflccung the h1S1one ag.nculturnl character of 
Wear Fann are found m scvcrnl a.rcas. A number of fields bordered b) s1one \\nils and nrn1ure 1recc; att' 
located on tbc Burlingham property A field dotted with mature trees 1salso located northeast of the 
Wear/ Yow1g house nnd nnothcf lield is opposHe the bouse on the ~mtcm side or Nod HtU Road 
(Truant's Meadow) Two smnJI orchnrds, one on th~ Burlingham propcny nnd noothcr on the 
Wear/ Young property odd to rhe site 's historic landscape chomctcr Both orchards mcludc n nux of 
uwcurc nnd newly planted apple 1rccs Domcsllc planlmg.s. mcludmg lustonc llowcr gardens (restored), 
omnmcntal trees. nnd foandataon plants. arc associated with bolh the Weir/Young and 1Ju: Burl111l;ham 
houses A co1ucmporal} landscape mcludtng a lawn, ornamental trees, and shrub~ surrounds 1J1c 
Wcstcrvl?h house 

Woodlsnd on the wes1erve1t-01NapolVLecher profn1/1y 2003 (OCLP> 

Cultural t.andscapat lnve~ory (P.an Jb) Page 12crf IS 



Wolrferm 
Wett Farm NatioMI H~totte s.to 

View soulhwsst through field located in tM soulhwesl comer of the Burl1rJS1on proP«ty. 2003 (OCLPJ 

V11nv south of the Werr/Young orchard 2Q03 (OCLP) 
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W lrF•rm 
We•• F•rm National H~lorlc:; Sito 

Vtow west through Sacret Gard#tn, 2003 (OCLPJ 

Vnrw ofrhe ,.SJdenbal landscaoe on tM western SIM of the WestetVelf house, 2003 (OCLPJ 



We11f•rm 
We11 F•1m Natlonal H&tonc Sito 

View of the .svnken qarden. notthwest comer. 2003 (OCLPI 
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Weir Farm 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Management Information 

Descriptive And Geographic Information 

Historic Name(s): 

Current Name(s): 

Management Unit: 

Tract Numbers: 

State and County: 

Size (acres): 

Boundary UTM 
Boundary UTM(s): 

GIS File Name: 

GIS File Description: 

Source 

USGSMap 
1:24,000 

National Register Information 

Beers Farm 

Weir Farm 

Webb Farm 

Weir Farm 

Weir Farm National Historic Site 

101-01, 101-02, 101-03, 101-04, 101-5, 101-08, and 
101-11 

Fairfield County, CT 

68.03 

Type 

Point 

Datum Zone Easting Northing 

NAD 83 18 167000 0 

National Register Documentation: Entered -- Inadequately Documented 

Explanatory Narrative: 
Approximately 194 acres of the 245-acre farm owned by J. Alden Weir was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1984 and the 59.08-acre Weir Farm National Historic Site (included 
within the 194 acres) was administratively listed on the National Register on November 30, 1990, 
after the establishment of the park. Separate documentation has not been prepared for the 59.08-
acre Weir Farm National Historic Site. The 1984 documentation does not adequately document 
the Weir Farm National Historic Site landscape and its individual landscape features nor does it 
reflect the current acreage of the park. 

NRIS Information: 
NRlS Number: 

Primary Certification: 

Primary Certification Date: 

Name In National Register: 

Other Names In 

National Register: 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) 

84000825 

Listed In The National Register 

1/5/1984 

Weir, J. Alden, Farm National Historic Site 

Weir,J. Alden Farm;Weir,J. Alden Farm 
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Weir Farm 

Weir Farm National Historic Site 

National Register Eligibility: Undetermined 

Explanatory Narrative: 
A determination of eligibility for listing the landscape characteristics and features listing on the 
National Register will be determined when a Level 2 Cultural Landscapes Inventory, which 
includes an analysis of those characteristics and features, is completed. 

Date of Eligibility Determination: 

National Register Classification: 

Significance Level: 

Contributing/Individual: 

Significance Criteria: 

Area Of Significance: 
Category: 

Priority: 

Category: 

Priority: 

District 

National 

C -- Inventory Unit embodies distinctive 
characteristics of type/period/method of construction; 
or represents work of master; or possesses high artistic 
values; or represents significant/distinguishable entity 
whose components lack individual distinction 

B -- Inventory Unit is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past 

Art 

I 

Architecture 

2 

National Historic Landmark Information 

National Historic 
Landmark Status: 

World Heritage Site Information 

No 

World Heritage Site Status: No 

Cultural Landscape Type and Use 

Cultural Landscape Type: Historic Site 

Current and Historic Use/Function: 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) Page 2 of 16 



Weir Farm 

Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Use/Function Category: 

Use/Function: 

Detailed Use/Function: 

Type Of Use/Function: 

Use/Function Category: 

Use/Function: 

Detailed Use/Function: 
Type Of Use/Function: 

Use/Function Category: 

Use/Function: 

Detailed Use/Function: 

Type Of Use/Function: 

Use/Function Category: 

Use/Function: 
Detailed Use/Function: 

Type Of Use/Function: 

Use/Function Category: 

Use/Function: 
Detailed Use/Function: 

Type Of Use/Function: 

Use/Function Category: 
Use/Function: 

Detailed Use/Function: 

Type Of Use/Function: 

Ethnographic Information 

Domestic (Residential) 

Small Residential Landscape 
Small Residential Landscape 

Historic 

Agriculture/Subsistence 

Farm (Plantation) 

Farm (Plantation) 
Historic 

Recreation/Culture 

Outdoor Recreation 

Outdoor Recreation 

Historic 

Education 

Interpretive Landscape 
Interpretive Landscape 

Current 

Recreation/Culture 

Outdoor Recreation 
Outdoor Recreation 

Current 

Recreation/Culture 
Museum (Exhibition Hall) 

Museum (Exhibition Hall)-Other 
Current 

Ethnographic Survey Conducted: No Survey Conducted 

Adjacent Lands Information 

Do Adjacent Lands Contribute? 

Adjacent Lands Description: 

Yes 

Thirty-seven acres of adjacent land, once owned by J. Alden Weir (a portion of the Webb farm, 
later known as the Burlingham property), contribute to the significance of Weir Farm. This 
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Weir Farm 

Weir Farm National Historic Site 

undeveloped site is part of the Weir/Leary/White Nature Preserve administered by the Nature 
Preserve. It includes open fields, woodlands, and stone walls. Other undeveloped land, owned 
by the Town of Ridgefield and the State of Connecticut, contributes to the character of Weir Farm 
but not to the significance of Weir Farm National Historic Site, since the parcels were not owned 
by J. Alden Weir. 

• W.U FUm National ffotori< Sile 

(;a Coaiributing odjaoen1 bnd 
(Wtlt/L<ut/Whlte NiNtt l',.,.tv<) 

Map depicting adjacent land that contributes the significance of Weir Farm National Historic Site, 2003 (OCLP). 
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Weir Farm 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 

General Management Information 

Management Category: Not Specified 

Management Category Date: 

Explanatory Narrative: 
A management category will be determined at a later date when the analysis and evaluation 
section is completed and this CLI is completed for level 2. 

Condition Assessment And Impacts 

The criteria for determining the condition of landscapes is consistent with the Resource 
Management Plan Guideline definitions (1994) and is decided with the concurrence of park 
management. Cultural landscape conditions are defined as follows: 

Good: indicates the landscape shows no clear evidence of major negative disturbance and 
deterioration by natural and/or human forces. The landscape's cultural and natural values are as 
well preserved as can be expected under the given environmental conditions. No immediate 
corrective action is required to maintain its current condition. 

Fair: indicates the landscape shows clear evidence of minor disturbances and deterioration by 
natural and/or human forces, and some degree of corrective action is needed within 3-5 years 
to prevent further harm to its cultural and/or natural values. If left to continue without the 
appropriate corrective action, the cumulative effect of the deterioration of many of the 
character-defining elements will cause the landscape to degrade to a poor condition. 

Poor: indicates the landscape shows clear evidence of major disturbance and rapid 
deterioration by natural and/or human forces. Immediate corrective action is required to protect 
and preserve the remaining historical and natural values. 

Undetermined: Not enough information available to make an evaluation. 

Condition Assessment: 

Assessment Date: 

Date Recorded: 

Park Management Concurrence: 

Level Of Impact Severity: 

Explanatory Notes: 

Stabilization Measures: 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) 

Undetermined 

11119/2003 

No 

A condition assessment will be determined at a later 
date when the analysis and evaluation section is 
completed and this CLI is completed for level 2. 
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Weir Farm 

Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Agreements, Legal Interest, and Access 
NPS Legal Interest: Fee Simple 

Explanatory Narrative: 

NPS Legal Interest: Fee Simple Reservation 

Explanatory Narrative: 
4.09 acres of the Weir/Young farm are under a life tenancy agreement. 

Fee Simple Reservation For Life: ~ 

Public Access: Unrestricted 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) 

All park property, except for the 4.09-acre area within 
the core of Weir Farm and the 8.97-acre Westervelt­
DiNapoli/Lecher property are accessible without 
permission 

With Permission 

The 4.09-acre area within the core of the Weir Farm 
and the 8.97-acre Westervelt-DiNapoli/Lecher 
property are accessible with permission. 
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Weir Farm 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Treatment 

Approved Treatment: Rehabilitation 

Approved Treatment Document: General Management Plan 

Document Date: February 1, 1995 

Explanatory Narrative: 
The Weir Complex, as defined in the GMP, is to be restored to ca. 1940 to reflect continuous use 
by the Weir and Young families. It includes a portion of the WeirNoung farm, as referred to in 
this document. 

The Burlingham Complex, as defined in the GMP, is to be rehabilitated to retain changes Cora 
Weir Burlingham made after the 1940s. 

The Pond and Woodland landscape, as defined in the GMP, is to be rehabilitated to re-establish 
select ca. 1940 landscape features. It includes a portion of the WeirN oung farm, as referred to in 
this document. 

Approved Treatment Completed: 

Approved Treatment Cost 

LCS Structure Approved 

Treatment Cost: 

Landscape Approved 
Treatment Cost: 

Cost Date: 

Level of Estimate: 

Cost Estimator: 

Explanatory Description: 

Stabilization Costs 

LCS Structure Stabilization Cost: 

Landscape Stabilization Costs: 

Cost Date: 

Level Of Estimate: 

Cost Estimator: 

Explanatory Description: 
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Weir Farm 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 
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Weir Fann 

Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Documentation Assessment and Checklist 

Documentation Assessment: 

Documentation: 
Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) 

Good 

Cultural Landscape Report 

1996 
Volume 1 

Yes 

Cultural Landscape Report 

1996 
Volume 2 

Yes 

Development Concept Plan 

1996 
Weir Farm Suitability/Feasibility Study 

General Management Plan 

1995 

Yes 

Land Protection Plan 

1993 

Resource Management Plan 

1994 
Landscape Management Plan for Weir Farm National 
Historic Site 

Yes 

Other 

1994 
Archeological Investigations at the Weir Garden, Weir 
Farm National Historic Site, Wilton, Connecticut. 
DRAFT 
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Weir Farm 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Document: 
Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 
Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 
Year Of Document: 
Amplifying Details: , 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Document: 

Year Of Document: 

Amplifying Details: 

Adequate Documentation: 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) 

Other 

2002 
Invasive Species Management Plan 

Other 

1994 

Historical Landscape Assessment of Weir Garden, 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Yes 

Other 

1991 

J. Alden Weir, A Place of His Own 

Other 

1996 
List of Classified Structures (LCS) 

Other 
1999 

Preservation Maintenance Plan, Weir Fann National 
Historic Site: Feature Inventory and Information 
Manual 

Yes 

Other 

1999 
Preservation Maintenance Plan, Weir Farm National 
Historic Site: Operations Manual and Maintenance 
Records 

Yes 

Other 

1996 

The Weir Farm: Working Agriculture and the Vision 
of Rural Life in New England, 1860-1940 
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Weir Farm 
Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Appendix 

Bibliography 

Citations: 

Citation Author: 

Citation Title: 

Year of Publication: 

Source Name: 

Citation Number: 

Citation Author: 

Citation Title: 

Year of Publication: 

Publisher: 

Source Name: 

Citation Number: 

Citation Type: 

Citation Location: 

Citation Author: 

Citation Title: 

Year of Publication: 

Publisher: 

Source Name: 

Citation Type: 

Citation Location: 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory (Part 4) 

Carden, Marie LI/Crisson, Richard C 

Weir Fann, Historic Structures Report 

1995 

CRBIB 

017068 

Carden, Marie L.//Crisson, Richard C.//Phillips, 
Maureen K. 

Weir Farm - Site and Weir Complex, Weir Farm 
Historic Structures Report, Volume I 

1998 
Building Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural 
Resosurces Center, NPS 

CRBIB 

017753 
Both Graphic And Narrative 

WEFA 

Carden, Marie LI/Phillips, Maureen K. 

Weir Farm Historic Structures Report, Volume II-A: 
The Weir Complex 

1998 
Building Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural 
Resources Center, NPS 

Other 

Both Graphic And Narrative 

WEFA 
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Weir Farm National Historic Site 

Citation Author: 

Citation Title: 

Year of Publication: 

Publisher: 

Source Name: 

Citation Type: 

Citation Location: 

Citation Author: 

Citation Title: 
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Phillips, Maureen K.//Crisson, Richard C. 

Weir Farm Historic Structures Report, Volume 11-B: 
The Caretaker's Buildings 

1998 
Building Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural 
Resources Center, NPS 

Other 

Both Graphic And Narrative 

WEFA 

Phillips, Maureen K.//Crisson, Richard C. 

Weir Farm Historic Structures Report, Volume III: The 
Burlingham Complex 

1998 
Building Conservation Branch, Northeast Cultural 
Resources Center, NPS 

Other 

Both Graphic And Narrative 

WEFA 

Aerial photograph 

1939 

National Archives 

C:l-9 

Graphic 

WEFA 

Aerial photograph 

1949 

U.S. Geological Survey 

5-72-GS-IM 

Graphic 

WEFA 
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Graphic 
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Richard Clark 

Other 

Graphic 

Child Associates, Inc.//Zaitzevsky, Cynthia 

Cultural Landscape Report for Weir Farm National 
Historic Site, Volume 1: Site History and Existing 
Conditions 

1996 

Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, NPS 

CRBIB 

017183 
Both Graphic And Narrative 

NESCO/OCLP/CRC 

Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation 

Cultural Landscape Report for Weir Farm National 
Historic Site, Volume 2 

1997 

Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation, NPS 

CRBIB 

403164 
Both Graphic And Narrative 

NESO/OCLP 
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General Management Plan, Environmental Impact 
Study, Weir Farm National Historic Site, Wilton and 
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401401 
Both Graphic And Narrative 
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Henry R. Minor, surveyor 

Map of the Town of Ridgefield, Conn. 

1912 

Other 

Graphic 
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Ridgefield Records of Deeds 
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Weir Farm National Historic Site Land Protection Plan 
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Larkin, Jack 

The Weir Farm: Working Agriculture and the Vision 
of Rural Life in New England, 1860-1940 

1996 

CRBIB 

403138 

Both Graphic And Narrative 

OCLP 

Ridgefield Press 

Who's Who in Ridgefield 

2000 

Ridgefield Press 

Internet 

Narrative 

http://www.acorn-online.com/whoswho.htm 
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Wilton Record of Deeds 
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Both Graphic And Narrative 
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1993 
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