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Robert Walter Weir

1803-1889, Teacher of Heroes

Appointed Instructor of Drawing at
West Point in 1834, Robert Walter
Weir later became a full professor—
a post he held until his retirement

in 1876. Drawing was a practical
course for cadets who might become
engineers, surveyors, or mapmakers.
In addition to teaching his son Julian,
cadets like Robert E. Lee, William T.
Sherman, Stonewall Jackson, and
Ulysses S. Grant learned the basics of
art and drawing from R.W. Weir.

To learn more, visit: www.nps.gov/wefa
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