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HISTORY OF THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL MON-
UMENT AND WASHINGTON NATIONAL
MONUMENT SOCIETY.

The practical construction of the Washington National
Monument, in detail, as a work of great engineering skill is
a subject for separate account and technical discussion. The
history of the Monument is found in the annals and proceed-
ings of Congress and in the records and archives of the
Washington National Monument Society. This history, in
the main, is the history of that Society—its original formation,
subsequent incorporation by act of Congress, and its long-
continued and patriotic labors to fulfill the object of its exist-
ence, the erection at the seat of the Federal Government of a
great Monument to the memory of Washington.

The origin of the Society is to be found in the failure of
the National Congress, through a long series of years, to
redeem a solemn pledge made by the Continental Congress
in 1783. A review of this failure properly precedes any
account of the Society or of the constructed Monument.

On the 7th of August, 1783, it was resolved by the Congress
‘‘ (Unanimously, ten States being present) That an equestrian
statue of General Washington be erected at the place where
the residence of Congress shall be established.”

On the report of a committee, which consisted of Mr. A. Lee,
Mr. Ellsworth, and Mr. Mifflin, appointed ‘‘to prepare a plan
of an equestrian statue of the Commander in Chief,”’ it was
further—

Resolved, That the statue be of bronze—the General to be represented
in a Roman dress, holding a truncheon in his right hand, and his head
encircled with a laurel wreath. The statue to be supported by a marble
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pedestal, on which are to be represented, in basso relievo, the following
principal events of the war, in which General Washington commanded
in person, viz: The evacunation of Boston, the capture of the Hessians
at Trenton, the battle of Princeton, the action of Monmouth, and the
surrender of York. On the upper part of the front of the pedestal to be
engraved as follows:

‘“The United States in Congress assembled ordered this statue to be
erected in the year of our Lord 1783, in honor of George Washington,
the illustrious Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United States
of America during the war which vindicated and secured their liberty,
sovereignty, and independence.”

Resolved, That a statue conformable to the above plan be executed
by the best artist in Europe, under the superintendence of the minister
of the United States at the court of Versailles, and that money to defray
the expense of the same be furnished from the Treasury of the United
States. :

Resolved, That the Secretary of Congress transmit to the minister
of the United States at the court of Versailles the best resemblance
of General Washington that can be procured, for the purpose of having
the above statue erected, together with the fittest description of the events
which are to be the subjects of the basso relievo.

At this time Washington was beloved by the American
people as their great leader in their struggle for liberty.
But the passage of this resolution by Congress was not
followed by any legislative action looking to its practical
execution.

As President of the United States, by his wise administra-
tion of the affairs of the new-born Republic, he so added to
his fame and so won the gratitude of his countrymen that
on his death a select joint committee of both Houses of
‘Congress was appointed to consider a suitable manner of pay-
ing honor to his memory.

December 23, 1799, on motion of John Marshall, in the
House of Representatives, it was resolved by Congress,
among other things, ‘‘that a marble monument be erected by
the United States in the Capitol, at the city of Washington,
and that the family of General Washington be requested to
permit his body to be deposited under it; and that the
monument be so designed as to commemorate the great events
of his military and political life.”

A copy of the resolutions was sent to his widow by the
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President of the United States. In her reply, acceding to the
request, she said:

Taught by the great example which I have so long had before me
never to oppose my private wishes to the public will, I need not, I
can not, say what a sacrifice of individual feeling I make to a sense
of public duty.

The select committee which was appointed to carry into
effect the foregoing resolution, and of which Mr. Henry Lee
was chairman, reported a resolution on the 8th of May, 1800,
that a marble monument be erected by the United States in
the Capitol, at the city of Washington, in honor of General
Washington, to commemorate his services, and to express the
feeling of the American people for their irreparable loss. It
was further directed by this report that the resolution of the
Continental Congress of August 7, 1783, should ‘‘be carried
into immediate execution, and that the statue be placed in the
center of an area to be formed in front of the Capitol.”’

For the present $100,000 was proposed as an appropriation
to carry the resolutions into effect.

Upon considering the report and resolution of the select
committee, that part in reference to the equestrian statue was
so amended by Congress as to provide that a ‘‘mausoleum of
American granite and marble, in pyramidal form, one hundred
feet square at the base and of a proportionate height,’’ should
be erected instead of it ‘“in the city of Washington.”’

May 9, 1800, Mr. Evans, from the committee for that pur-
pose, reported a bill for erecting the mausoleum, providing ‘‘it
should be one hundred feet square at the base and of a propor-
tionate height,”’ which bill was passed the following day—yeas
54, nays 19; but no appropriation was made until on the 1st of
January, 1801, it appears the House of Representatives passed
a bill appropriating $200,000 to cover the objects of the
resolutions.

The Senate; however, did not concur in this act. The
reason, perhaps, may be found in the political questions then
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absorbing the attention of Congress and the people, and which
continued until the war of 1812.

The subject of a suitable national memorial to Washington
now slept apparently forgotten until 1816, when it again
awoke in the Halls of Congress. In the month of February
of that year the general assembly of Virginia instructed the
governor of that State to correspond with Judge Bushrod
Washington, then proprietor of Mount Vernon, with the
object of securing his consent to the removal of Washington’s
remains to Richmond, to be there marked by a fitting monu-
ment to his memory. Upon learning of this action by the
general assembly of Virginia, Congress being then in session,
Hon. Benjamin Huger, a member from South Carolina, who
had been in the Congress of 1799, moved that a select joint
committee of both Houses be appointed to carry into effect
the proceedings had by Congress at the time of Washington’s
death. In this the Senate concurred.

The committee proposed was appointed, and later introduced
a bill and reported, recommending that a tomb should be pre-
pared in the foundations of the Capitol for the remains of
Washington, and that a monument should be erected to his
memory. But this plan for the removal of the remains failed,
Judge Bushrod Washington declining to consent to their
removal on the ground that they had been deposited in the
vault at Mount Vernoirl in conformity with Washington’s
express wish. ‘It is his own will,”’ said Judge Washington,
writing to the governor of Virginia, ‘‘and that will is to me
a law which I dare not disobey.”” The recorded action in the
House of Representatives on this bill was, ‘‘And that said bill
be indefinitely postponed.’’

No report seems to have been made in the Senate. A vault,
however, appears to have been prepared for the remains
beneath the center of the Dome and Rotunda of the Capitol
and beneath the floor of its crypt.

Again did Congress fail to take steps to carry out its delib-
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erate action to build a monument to Washington. In 1819,
Mr. Goldsborough, in the Senate, moved a resolution to erect
an equestrian statue to General Washington, which passed
“July 19. The resolution was read twice in the House, referred
to the Committee of the Whole, and indefinitely postponed.
On the 15th of January, 1824, Mr. James Buchanan, then a
member of the House of Representatives, and later President of
the United States, offered to that body the following resolution:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed whose duty it shall be to
inquire in what manner the resolution of Congress passed on the 24th of
December, 1799, relative to the erection of a marble monument in the
Capitol, at the city of Washington, to commemorate the great events of
the military and political life of General Washington, may be accom-
plished, and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise.

This resolution, after some discussion, was laid on the table.
The hour was not propitious, ard honor to the memory of
Washington was again deferred.

In his first annual message to Congress, dated December 6,
1825, the President, John Quincy Adams, invited the attention
of Congress to its unfulfilled pledge in the following language:

On the 24th of December, 1799, it was resolved by Congress that a
marble monument should be erected by the United States in the Capitol,
at the city of Washington; that the family of General Washington should
be requested to permit his body to be deposited under it, and that the
monument be so designed as to commemorate the great events of his mili-
tary and political life. In reminding Congress of this resolution and that
the monument contemplated by it remains yet without execution, I shall
indulge only the remarks that the works at the Capitol are approaching
completion; that the consent of the family, desired by the resolution, was
requested and obtained; that a monument has been recently erected in
this city over the remains of another distinguished patriot of the Revolu-
tion, and that a spot has been reserved within the walls where you are
deliberating for the benefit of this and future ages in which the mortal
remains may be deposited of him whose spirit hovers over you and listens
with delight to every act of the representatives of this nation which can
tend to exalt and adorn his and their country.

But this reminder of the President went unheeded by the
Congress to which it was addressed.
Several years now elapsed before the question again arose
in Congress of a monument to the memory of Washington.
S. Doc. 224——2
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On the 13th of February, 1832, a report was made to the
Senate of the United States by Henry Clay and to the House
of Representatives by Mr. Philemon Thomas, chairmen, respec-
tively, of committees to make arrangements for celebrating the
approaching centennial anniversary of Washington’s birthday.
One of the resolutions authorized the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives ‘‘to make
application to John A. Washington, of Mount Vernon, for the
body of George Washington, to be removed and deposited in
the Capitol, at Washington City, in conformity with the reso-
lutions of Congress of the 24th of December, 1799, and that
if they obtain the requisite consent to the removal thereof
they be further authorized to cause it to be removed and
deposited in the Capitol on the 22d day of February, 1832."

It will be noted that this resolution does not suggest any
connection between the removal of the remains and their being
deposited under a monument, as proposed by the resolution
of 1799. At this time, one of the standing committees of the
House of Representatives, as it appears, had under consid-
eration the erection of a marble statue of Washington, to be .
executed by Mr. Horatio Greenough, and which it was pro-
posed to place in the center of the Rotunda of the Capitol.
The resolution providing for this statue had been introduced
in the House of Representatives in 1830.

Upon the submission of the select committee’s resolutions
for the removal of Washington’s remains. discussion arose.
From a remark by Mr. Clay, the purpose seems to have been
to place the remains in the vault under the center of the
Rotunda, which had been suggested on a former occasion by
President Adams, in 1825.

The two Senators and some of the Representatives from
Virginia opposed the removal of the remains of Washington
from Mount Vernon. In the discussion Senator Tazewell
referred to the application by Virginia in 1816 for the removal
of the remains of Washington to Richmond, to be there depos-






