


5 7 T H C O N G R E S S , ) S E N A T E . f DOCUMENT 
2d Session. I \ No . 224. 

HISTORY OF THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL 

MONUMENT AND WASHINGTON 

NATIONAL MONUMENT 

SOCIETY. 

COMIMLED HV 

FREDERICK L. HARVEY, 

SECRETARY WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT SOCIETY. 

F E B R U A R Y 6, 1903.—Presented by Mr. Gallinger 
and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

IQ.03. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

A. 
Page. 

Accidents, no loss of li fe or serious injury 99 
Accounts: 

Rendition of, by Society's agents 24 
Transcript of, submitted by Society to Congress, 1874 80 

Acts of Congress relating to the completion of the Washington National Monu­
ment, list of 3°4 

Act's of Congress (cited in full) relating to the Washington National Monument. 305 
Deed or donation of site of Monument . . . 305 
Charter; act of incorporation of the Washington National Monument Society. 307 
Act August 2, 1876, providing for the completion of the Monument 310 
Remarks on act of August 2, 1876 91 
Opinion of the Attorney-General on the act of August 2, 1876 93,315 
Extract from sundry civil bill, approved October 2, 1888, dissolving the Joint 

Commission, placing Monument in care of Secretary of War, and continu­
ing the Society 312 

Adams, John Quincy, President United States: 
Extract from his message of December 6, 1825, relative to the Monument 17 
Invited to deliver oration by the Society on laying the corner stone 44 

Adams, Louisa Catherine, letter of declination to attend ceremony of laying the 
cornerstone; r ea son—' 147 

Agents: 
Qualifications and appointment of, as collectors; bond required of 24, 39, 69 
Respecting appointment of, in Congressional districts, 1847 39 
U. S. consuls, and pursers of the Navy requested to act as 40 
Form of commission given to, by the Society 24 
Postmasters designated as 69 
Compensation (or commission) allowed 24,34,49,69 
Rendition of accounts by 24 
U. S. deputy marshals designated to act as 34 

"American party." {See " Know-Nothings.") 
Appeals (addresses) issued by the Washington National Monument Society for 

funds: 
First appeal issued by the Society 23 
Further, for funds by 25 
Appeal issued December 10, 1838 (with a statement of receipts and expendi­

tures), and plan of distributing it 33 
Special circular letter to deputy U. S. marshals taking the census 34 
1846, for funds, and announcing appointment of a general agent 38 
To the Masonic fraternity of the United States : . . 39 
Circular letter to consuls of the United States and pursers of the U. S. Navy, 

to act as agents to collect funds 40 
Address containing reasons for selecting particular site for the Monument. . . 42 
Appeal, general, for funds, issued by, 184S 49 
Special appeal for contributions, July 4, 1849 49 
Special appeal for contributions sent to public and private schools, colleges, 

etc., 1849 49 
Circular letter to banking institutions for contributions, March, 1850 19 

3 



4 Co?ift'7its. 

P a g e . 
A p p e a l s ( a d d r e s s e s ) i ssued b y t h e W a s h i n g t o n N a t i o n a l M o n u m e n t Socie ty for 

f u n d s — C o n t i n u e d . 
C i r cu l a r l e t t e r to d e p u t y V. S. m a r s h a l s . May , 1S50 49 
C i r cu l a r l e t t e r s e n t to M a s o n i c a n d t o Odd F e l l o w s g r a n d lodges , a n d t o g r a n d 

d iv i s ion of t h e S o n s of T e m p e r a n c e , 1S51 51 
Spec ia l a p p e a l to m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 185a. 51 
A p p e a l to M a s o n i c f r a t e r n i t y , 1S53 51 
G e n e r a l a p p e a l to t h e c o u n t r y , 1854 51 
Spec ia l a p p e a l to officers of U. S. N a v y 51 
C i r c u l a r a p p e a l s i ssued, 1859. t o v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s , M a s o n i c f r a t e r n i t y , 

a n d officers of t h e Navy , a s k i n g t h e i r a id , e t c 69 
A p p e a l for c o n t r i b u t i o n s a t t h e po l l s a t P r e s i d e n t i a l e lec t ion N o v e m b e r 6, 

i860 71 
A p p e a l for f u n d s o n F e b r u a r y 22, 1S61 72 
A p p e a l " T o t h e p e o p l e a n d p o s t m a s t e r s , " M a r c h 26, 1861 72 
A p p e a l i ssued t h r o u g h t h e p u b l i c p r e s s , 1871, for c o n t r i b u t i o n s 76 
C i r cu l a r l e t t e r s ( a p p e a l s ) , s e n t to a l l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , u n d e r " C o n t i n g e n t P l a n " . 84 
A p p e a l t o t h e c o u n t r y ( g e n e r a l ) , F e b r u a r y 22, 1S75 84 
Spec ia l c i r c u l a r to r a i l w a y a n d b a n k i n g c o r p o r a t i o n s 84 
A p r i l 15, iS75, g e n e r a l a p p e a l , p u b l i s h e d by t h e p ress ; i ndo r sed b y o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n s ; n a m e s of 84, 191 
A p p e a l , J u n e , 1S76, to c h u r c h e s a n d S u n d a y schools for c o n t r i b u t i o n s on J u l y 

2, 1S76 S7 
A p p l i c a t i o n to p l a c e c o n t r i b u t i o n b o x e s in C e n t e n n i a l E x p o s i t i o n b u i l d i n g s . 

a n d in S t a t e b u i l d i n g s o n expos i t i on g r o u n d s , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1876 87 
A p p e a l , S e p t e m b e r , 1876 ( l a s t o n e i s sued ) 95 

A p p r o p r i a t i o n s p r o p o s e d a n d pas sed for t h e M o n u m e n t by C o n g r e s s : 
A m o u n t ($100,000) p r o p o s e d by se lec t c o m m i t t e e , M a y 8, 1800 15 
Bill for $200,000 p a s s e d H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , J a n u a r y 1, 1801, for a m o n u ­

m e n t a n d a m a u s o l e u m 15 
5200,000 p r o v i d e d b y ac t a p p r o v e d A u g u s t 2, 1S76 93, 310 

( F o r f u r t h e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n a c t s see p a g e 304.) 
A r t h u r , C h e s t e r A., P r e s i d e n t of t h e t ' n i t e d S t a t e s : A d d r e s s b y , a t t h e ded ica t ion 

of t h e M o n u m e n t 104 
Ar t i c l e s d e p o s i t e d in r ecess in t h e c o r n e r s t o n e 161 
A s s i s t a n t e n g i n e e r s , c o m p l e t i o n of t h e M o n u m e n t 96 
A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l , o p i n i o n by , o n ac t of A u g u s t 2, 1876 93,315 

B. 

Babcock L a k e , M o n u m e n t G r o u n d s , f i l l ing of TOI 
B a n k s , a p p e a l to . for c o n t r i b u t i o n s 49 
Ba l t imore , c i ty of, a d d r e s s in , by Rev. O. II . Tiffany 82 
" B a l t i m o r e B a n n e r , " p r e s e n t a t i o n of, to t h e Socie ty , J u l y 4, 1848 154 
Benson , J o h n S., a p p o i n t e d g e n e r a l a g e n t of t h e Socie ty 77 
B locks ( m e m o r i a l t a b l e t s ) : 

I n v i t a t i o n for. b y t h e Socie ty for p l a c i n g in t h e M o n u m e n t ; s ize of 48,95 
Lis t of, i n s e r t e d in i n n e r w a l l s of t h e M o n u m e n t 319 
T r a n s l a t i o n s of i n s c r i p t i o n s on fo re ign 323 
I n s c r i p t i o n s on , a n d loca t ion of. in t h e M o n u m e n t 325-337 

Bu i ld ing c o m m i t t e e , W a s h i n g t o n N a t i o n a l M o n u m e n t Socie ty 47 
B u c h a n a n , J a m e s , r e so lu t i on by , i n C o n g r e s s 17 

C. 
Ca l i fo rn i a . 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t h r o u g h i t s post-offices, 1859 71 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s a t po l l s , e l ec t ion N o v e m b e r 6, 1S60, in 73 

C a p s t o n e , p r o c e e d i n g s on t h e s e t t i n g of; d e s c r i p t i o n 99.295,345 
Cass , H o n . Lewis , l e t t e r of r e g r e t , r e p l y to i n v i t a t i o n to a t t e n d c e r e m o n y l a y i n g 

c o r n e r s t o n e of t h e M o n u m e n t 149 
Cer t i f ica te (or r e c e i p t ) , d e s i g n a n d form of, g iven to c o n t r i b u t o r s 35.40 



Contents, 5 

Page. 
Charter, Washington National Monument Society 65,307 
Cleveland, Hon. Grover, letter to Hon. John Sherman, chairman, relative to 

dedication of the Monument 2S8 
Commission, form of; compensation. {See "Agents.") 
Connecticut, act of legislature of, making contingent appropriation in aid of 

completing the Monument 78 
Congress: 

Resolution by, August 7, 1883, providing for an equestrian statue of Washing­
ton, etc .' 13 

Report of committee of. to prepare a plan of an equestrian statue, etc., and 
resolutions adopted respecting it 13,14 

Resolution adopted December 23, 1799, on motion of John Marshall, providing 
fora marble monument, etc., and request to family of Washington to permit 
his body to be deposited under it 14 

Report of select committee of. May 8, 1800, on resolution of December 23, 1799, 
and resolution by said committee providing for a monument and the exe­
cution of the resolution of 1783 15 

Resolution of, providing for a mausoleum, etc 15 
Bill reported in, May 9, 1S00, passed for erecting the mausoleum 15 
Appropriatian for mausoleum passed House of Representatives January 1.1800. 15 
Select joint committee of, appointed rSi6, to carry into effect resolutions of, 

adopted on Washington's death 16 
Bill and report for tomb in the foundations of the Capitol for the remains of 

Washington: action thereon 16 
Resolution adopted by the Senate, 1S19, to erect an equestrian statue to Wash­

ington; action thereon in House of Representatives 17 
Resolution in House of Representatives by James Buchanan, 1824, for com­

mittee to inquire how resolutions of 1799 may be accomplished 17 
Report and resolutions of joint committee of, February 13. 1832, to arrange for 

celebrating centennial anniversary of Washington's birthday and looking 
to removal of Washington's remains to be deposited in tomb in the Capitol; 
debate and action thereon 18,19 

Resolution by, for marble statue by Horatio Greenough 18, 20 
Appropriation for equestrian statue of Washington by Clark Mills 20 
Joint resolution (H. R.514), May 25,1844, authorizing a site for the Monument 

on public ground 35 
Joint resolution approved January 31, 1848, granting a site for the Monument.. 41 
Report of select committee. House of Representatives, February 22, 1855, 

reviewing history of the Monument and recommending appropriation 
toward its completion — . 54,55 

Action in House of Representatives on memorial of the Society presented to, 
1867 75 

March 26, 1869, "A bill to insure completion of the Washington National 
Monument," introduced in the Senate 75 

April 1, 1869, bill introduced in the Senate to complete the Monument 76 
February, 1872, bill introduced in the House of Representatives to alter the 

organization of the Society 78 
Action in the House of Representatives, on memorial of the Society pre­

sented in 1872 and report of special committee appointed 78, 79. So, 81 
Resolution offered in the Senate to inquire into expediency of making pro­

vision to complete the Monument, 1S76 S8 
Action in the Senate on memorial of the Society, 1S76 , 88 
Concurrent resolution July 5, 1876, that Congress assume and direct comple­

tion of the Washington National Monument 88 
Bill passed by the Senate appropriating $100,000 "tocontinue the construction 

of the Monument; debate thereon; provisions of bill stated 89 
Action on the Senate bill in the House of Representatives; amendments and 

provisions of bill 90 
Joint commission created to superintend construction of Monument, and to 

expend appropriations; Society continued, etc 90 



6 Contents. 

Congress—Continued. Page. 
Passage of bill by, providing for the completion of the Washington National 

Monument '. 91 
Continued appropriations by, to complete the Monument and construct the 

mound about it. 99-101 
Joint resolution by, May 13, 1884, appointing a Commission to make arrange­

ments for the dedication of the Monument; and personnel of Commission.. 103 
Act of October 2, 1888, placing the Monument in the custody of the Secretary 

of War, and continuing the Society, etc 312 
Consuls of the United States, agents to collect funds 40 
Contributions (collections) to build the Monument: 

Amount collected to year 1836, and investment of funds 25 
Suspension of, in 1837—causes : 25 
Statement of receipts, 1838, submitted to Congress 30,31 
Amount of, December, 1838 34 
Restriction by Society on individual 34 
Restriction on individual, removed 37 
Collection districts 39 
By officers and seamen, U. S. Navy 41 
Amount of, and interest thereon, 1847 41 
Result from appeals for 51 
Diminution of, cause, 1855 54 
Amount of, for year 1855 63,64 
New plan for securing, 1S59 67 
Amount of, at polls election, June 6, 1S59, in the city of Washington 67 
Amount of, received under the " post-office " plan 69, 71, 72 
Amount and sources of other, 1859 69 
Amount of, received from the Ladies' National Washington Monument Asso­

ciation 71 
At the polls. Presidential election, November 6, i860 71 
Amount of, and sources of, i860 71 
Amount of, result of special appeal, March 26,1861 72 
Amount of, and sources of, 1861, California; Ladies' National Monument Asso­

ciation; boxes at the Monument and at the Patent Office; investment of.... 73 
Amount and sources of, subsequent to 1861 73. 74 
General suspension of, 1861-1866 74 
Amount of, 1S71 78 
Results from "contingent p l an" of, 1874, and list of organizations sub­

scribing 84.191 
Kxcursion by "old-time military organizations" . . . 86 
F6te in Willard Hall, June, 1S76 86 
Suspension of, result of act of Congress, August 2, 1S76, providing for the com­

pletion of the Monument 94 
Contributors, autograph enrollment of 39 
Corcoran, Hon. W. W., chairman Joint Commission, letter transmitting report of 

Commission, 1883 339 
Corner stone of the Monument: 

Announced to be laid July 4, 1S47 41 
Resolution to lay, on February 22, 1S48 41 
Committee of the Society appointed to arrange for the laying of the 41 
Ceremony of laying the, postponed to July 4, 184S 41 
Description of the; transportation to site of the Monument, and preparation of. 43.44 
Inscription on plate covering deposit recess in 159 
Preliminary arrangements for laying the 44-45 
Proceedings and incidents attending ceremony of laying the 45,46,47 
Articles deposited in deposit recess in the 161 
List of newspapers deposited in recess in the 164 
Order of parade on laying the .- i n 
Oration by the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop 113 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Mcjilton 131 
Address by Hon. Benjamin B. French, grand master F. and A. M., District of 

Columbia 136 



Co?ite7its, 7 

Corner stone of the Monument—Continued. Page. 
Masonic ceremonies on laying the 142 
Invitations to attend ceremony of laying the, and answers received 144 
Presentation of the "Texas banner" 151 
Presentation of the "Baltimore banner" 154 
Presentation of the "Florida banner" - 155 
Fireworks and President's reception 46 

Corner stone of first course, resumption of building, in 1880; proceedings on the 
setting of 98 

Cost of the Monument, and annual progress in the building of 100 

D. 

Daniel, Hon. John W., oration by, on the dedication of the Monument 260 
Davis, Capt. George W., detailed assistant engineer 96 
Dedication, Proceedings on the, of the Monument: 

Joint resolution of Congress appointing a commission to make arrange­
ments for, chairman, and personnel of commission 103 

Date of, and ceremonies at the base of the Monument 104 
Address by Hon. John Sherman, chairman 104,209 
Prayer by Rev. Henderson Suter 104,211 
Address by Hon.W. W. Corcoran 104 
Masonic ceremonies at the base of the Monument 104,214 
Address by Grand Master Myron M. Parker 104,216 
Remarks by Col. Thomas L. Casey 104,220 
Address by the President of the United States 104,105 
Military and civil escort, commanding officers and order of procession 105, 225 
Order of exercises at the Capitol, attendance, invited guests, etc 105,231 
Remarks by President pro tempore of the Senate 106,232, 233 
Prayer by Rev. S. A. Wallis 106,232 
Oration by Hon. Robert C. Winthrop 106,234 
Oration by Hon. John W. Daniel 106,260 
Benediction 106 
Correspondence relative to the dedication of the Monument 2S6 
Fireworks on occasion of 106 

Deed or donation of site 42,305 
Design or plan of the Monument: 

Advertisement by Society for, 1836, with suggestions 25 
Description of the, prepared by Robert Mills, architect, and adopted by the 

Society, save as to " P a n t h e o n " 26,27,28 
Suggested change in 37 
Objections made to, considered, and height of shaft reduced 46 
Criticisms of, character of objections 82 
Height of shaft reduced 87 
Plans submitted to the Sepate Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds 

to alter the 88 
Disavowal by the Society of propositions to reconstruct and change the 88 
Memorial to Congress, April 1, 1880, urging adherence to plain shaft 97 
Description of, by Col. Thomas L- Casey, as finally modified 99 
Correspondence, 1880, relating to, and proposed changes in 297 

District of Columbia, geographical center of 43 
Draftsman, engineer office, Joint Commission 294 

E. 

FZagle, American; incident at laying of the corner stone of the Monument 46 
Edmunds, Hon. George F. t letter to Gen. Thomas L. Casey, engineer in charge, 

inclosing extracts from a letter of Hon. George P. Marsh, touching design 
of the Monument 299 

Engineer of the Monument, detail of Lieut. J. C. Ives, topographical engineers, 
as, 1859, and letter of detail 68 



8 Contents. 

Page. 
Engineer officers, board of, to examine and report upon the foundation of the 

Monument 95 
Engineers in charge under Joint Commission for completion of the Monument.. 96, 294 
Engineers, assistant, for completion of the Monument, act of August 2, 1876 96,294 

F. 

Fillmore, Hon. Millard, letter of regiet, reply to invitation to attend ceremony of 
laying the corner stone of 150 

Fireworks: 
On laying the corner stone of the Monument 46 
Described on dedication of the Monument 106 

" Florida banner," presentation of the, July 4, 184S 155 
French, Benjamin B., grand master F. and A. M., address, laying cf the corner 

stone 45,136 
Foundation of the Monument: 

Examinations of ground for, construction and character of, materials used in, 
reports on (1848) 47,48 

Sufficiency of, and character of materials used, report of Lieut. J. C. Ives, topo­
graphical engineers (1859) 68 

Stability of the, report on by Lieut. W. L. Marshall, Corps of Engineers (1874). So 
Debate on sufficiency of the, in the Senate, 1876, and provision made for an 

examination of and report on $9 
Adverse report on, by Board of Engineer Officers detailed by the President .. 95 
Strengthened under authority of Congress 95.96 
Described as originally laid, and later enlarged, etc 102,103 

G. 

General agents of the Washington National Monument Society 293 
Governors of the several States, vice-presidents of the Society 310 
Governors of the District of Columbia (list), vice-presidents of the Society 293 
Grading and filling of grounds about the Monument 101 
Grant, Gen. U. S., President of the United States: 

Approval by, of act pf August 2, 1876 91 
Member of the Joint Commission 294 
Letter to Hon. John Sherman, chairman 287 
Present in Baltimore, Md., on delivery of address by Rev. O. H. Tiffany 82 

Greenough, Horatio, Statue of Washington by 18,20 

H. 

Hamilton, Elizabeth, letter of acceptance of invitation to attend ceremony of 
laying the corner stone 146 

Hamlin, Hannibal (ex-Vice-President of the United States), letter to Hon. John 
Sherman, chairman, etc 2S9 

Harvey, Frederick L., sr., appointed General Agent of the Society.. Si 
Hayes R. B., President of the United States: 

Member of joint commission, etc 294 
Present on the resumption of building, laying of first stone 9S 
Letter to Hon. John Sherman, chairman 288 

Heights, comparative, of remarkable buildings and structures 351 
Henderson, Arch., chairman, etc., letters of invitation 144,145,146 

I. 

Ives, Lieut. J. C , Topographical Engineers, engineer of the Monument 6S 
Inscriptions: 

On plate covering deposit recess in the corner stone 159 
On the four faces of the aluminum point crowning apex of the Monument. . . 295 
Translation of, on foreign blocks of stone presented, interior walls of the 

Monument 323 
On all blocks presented, interior walls of the Monument, and position of each 

such block in the shaft 325 



Contents. 9 

Page. 
Investment by the Society of funds collected 25 
Invitations (and answers thereto) extended, occasion of laying the corner stone 

of the Monument 144 

J-

Johnson, Andrew, President of the United States, address by, February 22, 1866.. 74 
Joint Commission to Supervise Completion of the Washington National Monu­

ment 9°»294 
Annual reports by the 94 
Report and recommendations on completion of enlargement of foundations.. 96 
Report for the year 1883, transmitting report of the engineer in charge 329 

July 4, 1850, celebration at the base of the Monument, attendance of President 
Taylor, and reference to his death shortly afterwards 50 

K. 

Know-Nothings (members of the American party): 
Account of destruction by, of the " Pope's Stone" 52 
Account of possession taken by, of the Monument; illegal ousting of existing 

Society; election of officers by, and proceedings and work by, while in con­
trol of the Monument and its affairs 55-64 

L. 

"Ladies National Washington Monument Association," organization of, 1859; 
officers, plans, work of, and money collected by 69, 73 

Ladies, organization of, effected by Mrs. D. P. Madison, Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, 
and others to aid the Society in making collections 40 

Life net, used during the building of the Monument 99 

M. 

Mcjilton, Rev., prayer by, ceremony of laying the corner stone of the Monument.. 45 
Madison, Mrs. Dolly Paine, acceptance of invitation to attend ceremony of laying 

the corner stone of the Monument 144 
Madison, James, ex-President of the United States, letter accepting presidency qf 

the Washington National Monument Society 25 
Marble used in building the Monument, source of supply, and contractors for.. 100,341 
Marine Band, United States, presence in Baltimore, address of Rev. O. H. Tiffany 

in aid of funds of the Society S2 
Marsh, Hon. George P., letters to Hon. George F. Edmunds relative to the design 

of the Monument 299,301 
Marshals, deputy United States, requested to act as agents of the Society, occasion 

of taking the census 49 
Marshall, John, Chief Justice of the United States, letter accepting presidency of 

the Washington National Monument Society.. ,. 22 
Masonic ceremonies. (See Corner stone, proceedings on laying the, and Dedica­

tion, proceedings at, of the Monument). 
Master mechanic, who 294 
Mausoleum. (See Congress.) 
Mayors of the city of Washington, vice-presidents of the Society (list) 293 
Memorials to Congress by the Washington National Monument Society: 

June, 1838, praying for grant of a site for Monument on public ground, invit­
ing investigation of its affairs, transmitting statement of receipts and 
expenditures; Senate debate on 28, 29,30 

1S47, for grant of a site by Congress 41 
1854, representing condition of its affairs, and asking aid of Congress; action 

of House of Representatives thereon 54 
1859, for a charter 65 
1861, reviewing history of the Monument, and asking the aid of Congress; 

action thereon by House of Representatives 72 



io Contents. 

Page. 
Memorials to Congress by the Washington National Monument Society—Cont'd. 

1S67, for aid by Congress; action thereon by House of Representatives 75 
1872, for aid by Congress; action thereon in Congress 78 
1876, reviewing history of the Monument, and asking aid by Congress; work 

of committee of the Society presenting memorial 88 
1880, urging Congress to adhere to the original plan of a plain shaft; reasons 

given therefor 97 
Memorial blocks (or stones); invitation to States to furnish for interior walls of 

the Monument 48 
Memorial Lodge (building for custodian, use of the Society, public waiting room); 

construction and cost of 95,101 
Meridian, demarcation of Washington; report of Nichs. King, C. E., 1804 43.347 
Military organizations, "old-time," excursion by to aid the Society to raise funds . 86 
Mills, Clark, equestrian statue of Washington by 20,21 
Minnesota, act of legislature of; appropriation to aid in completion of the 

Monument 78 
Mississippi, contributions in, 1861 . . . . . 72 
Monument, Washington National: 

Height of, 1853 48 
Condition of, 1858 64 
Cost of; annual progress in the building of; statistics concerning its construc­

tion " 101,343 
Comparative height with some other buildings and structures 351 

Mound, or slope around base of the Monument, construction of 101,102 

N. 
Navy of the United States: 

Contributions from officers and seamen of the 41 
Appeal to officers of the, asking cooperation in securing contributions 51,69 

New Jersey, appropriation by the legislature of, toward completing the Monu­
ment 78 

New York State, appropriation by the legislature of, toward completing the 
Monument 77 

"New York Jewish Messenger," appeal by, for funds toward completing the 
Monument 77 

P. 

Panama Railroad, contribution by employees of, i860 y\ 
Pantheon, at base of Monument, "Mills 's plan," not adopted 28,46 
Parker, Myron M., Grand Master F. and A. M., District of Columbia, address on 

dedication of the Monument 216 
Patent Office, United States, contributions in box at the, i860 71 
Pope of Rome, stone presented by {see Rome) 52 
"Post-office p l an" to secure contributions, results therefrom and report on. 68,69,71,72 
Post-Office Department, contributions by employees of, i860 71 
Presidents, ex-officio, of the Society, Presidents of the United States 293 
Press, newspaper, service of the, to the Society, in publishing appeals and circu­

lars 77,81,84 
Prince George County, Md., contributions at election polls, i860 71 
Procession: 

Order of, laying of the corner stone of the Monument m 
Order of. dedication of the Monument 225 

Pursers of the U. S. Navy designated agents to collect funds and compensation 
allowed them by the Society 40 

R. 

Rhode Island, contributions for the Monument in, 1861 72 
Rome, account of the stone presented by the Pope of, for insertion in the inner 

walls of the Monument, and its later unlawful destruction or removal 52-54 



Contents. 11 

s. 
Page. 

San Francisco, Cal.. contributions in, for the Monument, i860 71 
Schools, public and private, appeal to, for contributions 49 
Secretary of War, care and custody of the Monument with 291 
Settlement of the Monument during its building 101,541 
Sherman, Hon. John, chairman, etc., address by, dedication of the Monument. . . 209 
Sherman, Gen. William T.: 

Letter of, inability to attend address of Rev. O. H. Tiffany in Baltimore, in 
aid of completing the Monument 83 

Letter to Hon. John Sherman, chairman, reply to attend dedicatory pro­
ceedings 289 

Site: 
Memorial, 1838, by the Society, to Congress, praying the grant of a, for the 

Monument 28 
Debate and action in the Senate on memorial for a, for the Monument 28-33 
Joint resolution and report, House of Representatives, 1844, granting a, on 

public grounds 35-37 
Committee appointed by the Society, 1847, to secure a, "on private ground". . 41 
Joint Resolution of Congress granting a, on public ground 41 
Description of, selected, reasons for particular selection, and deed for 42,43 

St. Louis, Mo., contributions in, at polls, November 6, i860 71 
Statue of Washington by Horatio Greenough provided by Congress iS, 20 
Statue, equestrian, of Washington, by Clark Mills, provided by Congress; descrip­

tion of, and proceedings on dedication of 20,21 
Suter. Rev. Henderson, prayer by, on the dedication of the Monument 211 

T. 

Taney, R. B., Chief Justice of the United States, reply to invitation to attend 
ceremony, laying of the corner stone 148 

Taylor, Zachary, President of the United States, attendance at celebration, 
July 4, 1851, at base of Monument; reference made to death of 50 

"Texas Banner," correspondence concerning the presentation of, to the Society, 
laying of the cornerstone 151 

Tiffany, Rev. Otis H., DD., oration on "George Washington in 1776," in aid of 
the " Contingent plan " to raise funds, by the Society 82,169 

Tomb (vault) prepared for remains of Washington in the foundations of the 
Capitol 16 

Translations of inscriptions on foreign stones presented, interior walls of the 
Monument 323 

V. 

Van Buren, Hon. Martin, letter of regret, reply to invitation to be present on 
laying of the corner stone 148 

Vault, for remains of Washington (sec Tomb) 16 
Views, depicting operations in the building of* the Monument 353 
Virginia: 

Action of general assembly of, looking to removal of Washington's remains 
from Mount Vernon to Richmond, Va 16 

Contributions from citizens of, 1861 72 

W. 

Washington, city of, presentation of block of stone for the Monument by the 50 
Washington, George: 

Resolution by Congress for equestrian statue of 13 
Equestrian statue of, by Clark Mills 20,21 
Statue of, by Horatio Greenough iS, 20 
Proposed removal of remains of, to be deposited in Tomb at the Capitol 18,19 

Washington, Mrs. Martha, letter acceding to request of Congress that remains 
of George Washington be deposited under the Monument proposed in reso­
lutions of, 1799 15 



12 Contents. 

Washington National Monument Society : Page. 
Origin, inception, and organization of 13,21 
First board of officers and managers 22 
Character of plan adopted by. to collect funds, 1S33 23,24 
Committee of, to consider objections to design of the Monument; report on . . 46 
Building committee of, duties; report by 47,4S 
Imitation extended by, to foreign Governments and States to present memo­

rial blocks for the Monument; size of blocks 48 
Resolutions by, offering reward, relative to destruction of the " Pope's stone". 53 
Committee appointed to confer with illegal " Know-Nothing board " 37 
Plan adopted by, to erect contribution boxes in post-offices 68 
Investment by, of net contributions 73 
Meeting of, February 22, 1866, and address by President Johnson 74 
Report by Secretary of Interior on condition of the affairs of, to House of 

Representatives 75 
Bill in the House of Representatives to change the organization of 78 
Plan adopted, 1874, to secure "cont ingent" contributions from organized 

bodies and associations; nature of 81 
Frederick L. Harvey, sr., appointed general agent Si 
Proceedings under " contingent" plan to secure contributions S1-S8 
Officers and members of, 1875 84 
Application made by, to place contribution boxes on Centennial Exposition 

grounds, Philadelphia 87 
Special committee appointed by, to prepare and present a memorial to Con­

gress 87 
Disavowal by, of all plans to alter design of the Monument 88 
Status of Society changed by act of Congress, August 2, 1R76, continued in an 

"advisory and cooperative capacity" with the joint commission created by 
said act 90,93 

Efforts of special committee of the Society to present memorial to Congress.. 91,92 
Act of August 2, 1876, acceded to, and officers of the, directed to make convey­

ance contemplated by that act 94.95 
Resolution of thanks to its special committee and its general agent 94 
Appeal " to the people of the United States," September, 1876 (last one issued). 95 
Memorial Lodge at the Monument erected with funds contributed by the 

people „ 95 
Committee appointed '' to take charge of the interests of the Monument before 

Congress," and memorial presented by, to adhere to original design 97 
Resolution adopted on the setting of the capstone 1 100 
Officers and members of the, 1902 291 
Roll of, 1S33 to 1902 292 
General agents of (list) 293 
Presidents of the United States, ex officio. Presidents of (list) 293 
Mayors of the city of Washington, ex officio, Vice-Presidents of 293 
{See JurIher, Agents; Appeals; Certificate; Charter; Commission; Congress; 

Consuls; Contributions; Contributors; Corner Stone; Dedication; Deed; De­
sign of the Monument; Foundation of the Monument, July 4, 1850; Know-
Nothings; Madison; Marshall; Memorials to Congress; Rome; Site.) 

Wheeler, Hon. William A. (ex Vice-President of the United States), letter to Hon. 
John Sherman, chairman, etc., reply to invitation to attend ceremonies on the 
dedication of the Monument 289 

Whittier, John G., letter to Hon. John Sherman, chairman, reply to invitation to 
attend ceremonies on the dedication of the Monument 290 

Willard Hall, fete in, June 22, 1S76, for the "benefit of the Monument" 86 
Wilson, Col. John M.. Corps of Engineers, engineer-in-charge, etc 102,294 
Winthrop, Hon. Robert C. 

Oration on the laying of the corner stone of the Monument 113 
Letter to Hon. Justin S. Morrill, United States Senate, relative to the design 

of the Monument 296 
Oration at the dedication of the Monument, 1S85 234 
Letters of, to Hon. John Sherman, chairman, etc.. relative to being present at 

the dedication of the Monument...-. 286, 287 



WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT. 

(View southward from the President's House. J 



HISTORY OF T H E WASHINGTON NATIONAL MON­
UMENT AND WASHINGTON NATIONAL 

MONUMENT SOCIETY. 

The practical construction of the Washington National 
Monument, in detail, as a work of great engineering skill is 
a subject for separate account and technical discussion. The 
history of the Monument is found in the annals and proceed­
ings of Congress and in the records and archives of the 
Washington National Monument Society. This history, in 
the main, is the history of that Society—its original formation, 
subsequent incorporation by act of Congress, and its long-
continued and patriotic labors to fulfill the object of its exist­
ence, the erection at the seat of the Federal Government of a 
great Monument to the memory of Washington. 

The origin of the Society is to be found in the failure of 
the National Congress, through a long series of years, to 
redeem a solemn pledge made by the Continental Congress 
in 1783. A review of this failure properly precedes any 
account of the Society or of the constructed Monument. 

On the 7th of August, 1783, it was resolved by the Congress 
"(Unanimously, ten States being present) That an equestrian 
statue of General Washington be erected at the place where 
the residence of Congress shall be established." 

On the report of a committee, which consisted of Mr. A. Lee, 
Mr. Ellsworth, and Mr. Mifflin, appointed " t o prepare a plan 
of an equestrian statue of the Commander in Chief," it was 
further— 

Resoh'cd, That the statue be of bronze—the General to be represented 
in a Roman dress, holding a truncheon in his right hand, and his head 
encircled with a laurel wreath. The statue to be supported by a marble 
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pedestal, on which are to be represented, in basso relievo, the following 
principal events of the war, in which General Washington commanded 
in person, viz: The evacuation of Boston, the capture of the Hessians 
at Trenton, the battle of Princeton, the action of Monmouth, and the 
surrender of York. On the upper part of the front of the pedestal to be 
engraved as follows: 

" T h e United States in Congress assembled ordered this statue to be 
erected in the year of our Lord 1783, in honor of George Washington, 
the illustrious Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United States 
of America during the war which vindicated and secured their liberty, 
sovereignty, and independence." 

Resolved, That a statue conformable to the above plan be executed 
by the best artist in Europe, under the superintendence of the minister 
of the United States at the court of Versailles, and that money to defray 
the expense of the same be furnished from the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Congress transmit to the minister 
of the United States at the court of Versailles the best resemblance 
of General Washington that can be procured, for the purpose of having 
the above statue erected, together with the fittest description of the events 
which are to be the subjects of the basso relievo. 

At this time Washington was beloved by the American 
people as their great leader in their struggle for liberty. 
But the passage of this resolution by Congress was not 
followed by any legislative action looking to its practical 
execution. 

As President of the United States, by his wise administra­
tion of the affairs of the new-born Republic, he so added to 
his fame and so won the gratitude of his countrymen that 
on his death a select joint committee of both Houses of 
Congress was appointed to consider a suitable manner of pay­
ing honor to his memory. 

December 23, 1799, on motion of John Marshall, in the 
House of Representatives, it was resolved by Congress, 
among other things, " tha t a marble monument be erected by 
the United States in the Capitol, at the city of Washington, 
and that the family of General Washington be requested to 
permit his body to be deposited under it; and that the 
monument be so designed as to commemorate the great events 
of his military and political life." 

A copy of the resolutions was sent to his widow by the 
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President of the United States. In her reply, acceding to the 
request, she said: 

Taught by the great example which I have so long had before me 
never to oppose my private wishes to the public will, I need not, I 
can not, say what a sacrifice of individual feeling I make to a sense 
of public duty. 

The select committee which was appointed to carry into 
effect the foregoing resolution, and of which Mr. Henry Lee 
was chairman, reported a resolution on the 8th of May, 1800, 
that a marble monument be erected by the United States in 
the Capitol, at the city of Washington, in honor of General 
Washington, to commemorate his services, and to express the 
feeling of the American people for their irreparable loss. It 
was further directed by this report that the resolution of the 
Continental Congress of August 7, 1783, should "be carried 
into immediate execution, and that the statue be placed in the 
center of an area to be formed in front of the Capitol." 

For the present $100,000 was proposed as an appropriation 
to carry the resolutions into effect. 

Upon considering the report and resolution of the select 
committee, that part in reference to the equestrian statue was 
so amended by Congress as to provide that a ' ' mausoleum of 
American granite and marble, in pyramidal form, one hundred 
feet square at the base and of a proportionate height," should 
be erected instead of it " in the city of Washington.'' 

May 9, 1800, Mr. Evans, from the committee for that pur­
pose, reported a bill for erecting the mausoleum, providing " i t 
should be one hundred feet square at the base and of a propor­
tionate height," which bill was passed the following day—yeas 
54, nays 19; but no appropriation was made until on the 1st of 
January, 1801, it appears the House of Representatives passed 
a bill appropriating $200,000 to cover the objects of the 
resolutions. 

The Senate; however, did not concur in this act. The 
reason, perhaps, may be found in the political questions then 
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absorbing the attention of Congress and the people, and which 
continued until the war of 1812. 

The subject of a suitable national memorial to Washington 
now slept apparently forgotten until 1816, when it again 
awoke in the Halls of Congress. In the month of February 
of that year the general assembly of Virginia instructed the 
governor of that State to correspond with Judge Bushrod 
Washington, then proprietor of Mount Vernon, with the 
object of securing his consent to the removal of Washington's 
remains to Richmond, to be there marked by a fitting monu­
ment to his memory. Upon learning of this action by the 
general assembly of Virginia, Congress being then in session, 
Hon. Benjamin Huger, a member from South Carolina, who 
had been in the Congress of 1799, moved that a select joint 
committee of both Houses be appointed to carry into effect 
the proceedings had by Congress at the time of Washington's 
death. In this the Senate concurred. 

The committee proposed was appointed, and later introduced 
a bill and reported, recommending that a tomb should be pre­
pared in the foundations of the Capitol for the remains of 
Washington, and that a monument should be erected to his 
memory. But this plan for the removal of the remains failed, 
Judge Bushrod Washington declining to consent to their 
removal on the ground that they had been deposited in the 
vault at Mount Vernoil in conformity with Washington's 
express wish. " I t is his own will," said Judge Washington, 
writing to the governor of Virginia, "and that will is to me 
a law which I dare not disobey.'' The recorded action in the 
House of Representatives on this bill was, "And that said bill 
be indefinitely postponed." 

No report seems to have been made in the Senate. A vault, 
however, appears to have been prepared for the remains 
beneath the center of the Dome and Rotunda of the Capitol 
and beneath the floor of its crypt. 

Again did Congress fail to take steps to carry out its delib-
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erate action to build a monument to Washington. In 1819, 
Mr. Goldsborough, in the Senate, moved a resolution to erect 
an equestrian statue to General Washington, which passed 
July 19. The resolution was read twice in the House, referred 

to the Committee of the Whole, and indefinitely postponed. 
On the 15th of January, 1824, Mr. James Buchanan, then a 

member of the House of Representatives, and later President of 
the United States, offered to that body the following resolution: 

Resolved. That a committee be appointed whose duty it shall be to 
inquire in what manner the resolution of Congress passed on the 24th of 
December, 1799, relative to the erection of a marble monument in the 
Capitol, at the city of Washington, to commemorate the great events of 
the military and political life of General Washington, ma)' be accom­
plished, and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

This resolution, after some discussion, was laid on the table. 
The hour was not propitious, and honor to the memory of 
Washington was again deferred. 

In his first annual message to Congress, dated December 6, 
1825, the President, John Quincy Adams, invited the attention 
of Congress to its unfulfilled pledge in the following language: 

On the 24th of December, 1799, it was resolved by Congress that a 
marble monument should be erected by the United States in the Capitol, 
at the city of Washington; that the family of General Washington should 
be requested to permit his body to be deposited under it, and that the 
monument be so designed as to commemorate the great events of his mili­
tary and political life. In reminding Congress of this resolution and that 
the monument contemplated by it remains yet without execution, I shall 
indulge only the remarks that the works at the Capitol are approaching 
completion; that the consent of the family, desired by the resolution, was 
requested and obtained; that a monument has been recently erected in 
this city over the remains of another distinguished patriot of the Revolu­
tion, and that a spot has been reserved within the walls where you are 
deliberating for the benefit of this and future ages in which the mortal 
remains may be deposited of him whose spirit hovers over you and listens 
with delight to every act of the representatives of this nation which can 
tend to exalt and adorn his and their country. 

But this reminder of the President went unheeded by the 
Congress to which it was addressed. 

Several years now elapsed before the question again arose 
in Congress of a monument to the memory of Washington. 

S. D o c . 224 2 
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On the 13th of February, 1832, a report was made to the 
Senate of the United States by Henry Clay and to the House 
of Representatives by Mr.'Philemon Thomas, chairmen, respec­
tively, of committees to make arrangements for celebrating the 
approaching centennial anniversary of Washington's birthday. 
One of the resolutions authorized the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives '' to make 
application to John A. Washington, of Mount Vernon, for the 
body of George Washington, to be removed and deposited in 
the Capitol, at Washington City, in conformity with the reso­
lutions of Congress of the 24th of December, 1799, and that 
if they obtain the requisite consent to the removal thereof 
they be further authorized to cause it to be removed and 
deposited in the Capitol on the 22d day of February, 1832." 

It will be noted that this resolution does not suggest any 
connection between the removal of the remains and their being 
deposited under a monument, as proposed by the resolution 
of 1799. At this time, one of the standing committees of the 
House of Representatives, as it appears, had under consid­
eration the erection of a marble statue of Washington, to be 
executed by Mr. Horatio Greenough, and which it was pro­
posed to place in the center of the Rotunda of the Capitol. 
The resolution providing for this statue had been introduced 
in the House of Representatives in 1830. 

Upon the submission of the select committee's resolutions 
for the removal of Washington's remains, discussion arose. 
From a remark by Mr. Clay, the purpose seems to have been 
to place the remains in the vault under the center of the 
Rotunda, which had been suggested on a former occasion by 
President Adams, in 1825. 

The two Senators and some of the Representatives from 
Virginia opposed the removal of the remains of Washington 
from Mount Vernon. In the discussion Senator Tazewell 
referred to the application by Virginia in 1816 for the removal 
of the remains of Washington to Richmond, to be there depos-
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ited under a suitable monument. He remarked that Judge 
Washington replied that ' ' it was impossible for him to consent 
to the removal unless the remains of one of those dear relations 
accompanied the body." 

"Are the remains," asked Mr. Tazewell, "of the husband 
to be removed from the side of the wife? In their lives they 
lived happily together, and I never will consent to divide 
them in death." 

This thought seems to have made so strong an impression 
on Congress that the resolution was altered so as to ask the 
consent of Mr. John A. Washington and that of Mr. George 
Washington P. Custis, the grandson of Mrs. Martha Wash­
ington, for the removal and depositing in the Capitol, at Wash­
ington City, of her remains at the same time with those of her 
late consort, George Washington. 

In response to the purpose of the resolution, Mr. John A. 
Washington felt constrained to withhold his consent because 
of the fact that General Washington's will in respect to the 
disposition of his remains had been recently carried into full 
effect. Mr. Custis, however, took a different view of that 
clause in the will, and gave his "most hearty consent to the 
removal of the remains after the manner proposed," and con­
gratulated " the Government upon the approaching consum­
mation of a great act of national gratitude.'' 

In the debate in the House of Representatives on the resolu­
tion and accompanying report, Mr. Doddridge, of Virginia, 
remarked that he was a member of the State legislature when 
the transaction by it took place in 1816, and " h e felt entirely 
satisfied that the resolution for removing the remains to Rich­
mond would never have passed the assembly of Virginia but 
for the loss of all hope that Congress would act in the matter.'' 

Mr. Duffie opposed the removal of the remains, saying: "As 
to a monument, rear it; spend upon it what you will; make it 
durable as the pyramids, eternal as the mountains; you shall 
have my cooperation. Erect, if you please, a mausoleum to 


