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Fhe Washington Monument at Yashington,D.C.

g4 A. significance: | - |

This towering 555-foot=high white marble cbelisk, built between
2848 and 1884 with funds from public subscriptions and Federal

appropriations amd modelled after ancient Fgyptian monuments, commemorates

the achievements and unselfish devotion to public service of George

Washington, Cormander-in-Chief of the Continental Arryr during the War
)77
for American Independence,l7$5=1782, and the first President of the
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United States under the Constitution, 1789-1797. Architectually, the

shaft is the most grardoise and beautiful of the heroic-sized historical
memorials erectéd in the United States during the 19th cent *

The construction of the first 35Q feet of the obelisk followed ‘

a plan that was prepared by the noted architect Fioberb Mills and that
._.,,,_ . of the remaining two-thirds of the shaft was built on the basis of data
- provided by the famous scholar George Perlrins Mersh. Superintendents of ‘;‘
Aonstruction of the Washington ionument were: Robert Mills, 18Lh8-1855, and '

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas ILincoln Casey, Corps of Engineers, UsS. Arry,

1878-188% The cos: of construction of the obelisk from 1:8L8 to 188L i

was $ 1,187,710.31 and the total cost of construction of the monument

2 _

and improverent of its ;rounds from 18L8 to 1888 was $ 12,109,500,  Of ‘
about

this lattier sum,h$ 300,000 was provided by private contributions to the

the Washington National Momument Society and $ 1,109,500 by *he

- appropriations of Congresse The Washington llonument was first opened

to visitors on October 9, 1888. and by March 791969, 50,000,000 visitefs

1

{

5

had visited the top of the nomument o ' !
in the 19th century

1.For a checklist of thechief memorials erected to corremorate histo r';rcnl : H
events in the United States, see Appeundiz: ilos 1o The Wa shington Momunent was, . if

\ ) 2, See Appendix No. 2 for Annual Cost of Construction of Washingtan
o Vonument, and al o for Federal Approprlatlon Se S =

~r

)< the third r'.aJor ~ monumént to be constructed in the US +ybeing proceeded by

the Washington Monument at Baltimore(1815-29) and the Bunker Hill Monument
(1825—&2 ).




@' : @vz.

"B, Hist tory of the Washington Momunent o 1833 70

1o Early Efforts to Memorialize George Washington,1783-1860:

f- ) _ ) ] =

In recoginition of George Washdngtn's great rdilitary services

ct

.to his co'untry during the War for American Independences 1775 to 1783, the
Continental Congress on August 7, 1783 resolved "that an eqmesﬁ'ian statue
of General Vashincton be erected at the place where the residence of Congress
shall be estabiishedo" The statue was to be of bronze and " the Generallwas]
tc%oel represented in & Roman dress, holding a truncheon in his right hand,
and his head encircled with a laurel wreaths" To be inscribed on the
marble pedestal of ‘:,hé statue was the statement that this statue was
built " in honor of George Vashingiton, the ilIustrious Commander in Chief
of theArriies of the United States of America during the war vhich vindicated
and secured tueir liberiy, sovereigniy, 2nd independences" The "principal
events of the war m which General Washington comrended in person, viz: the

Y evacuaiion of Bostion, the capture of the Hessians at Trewnton, the battle of
Princeton, ’-Che action of Monmouth, and the swrender of Tork(town]’ also
were to be ::'ep:r'esentecfo3

In accordance with this resoluvion, the French engineer, !2jor Charles
Pierre L'%Enfant, in 1791, provided a location for *his statues in his plan
for tne new Federal cit; of Washington which ias prepared under the imrediate
direction of President George Vashingion. It :/as to stand on a reservation
at the intersection of the lines west and south of the futwre Capitol and
the Presidenf:'s Houses o action, however, was taken in 1791 to actually
erect the statues T
On December 23,1799, eight days after the death of Vashingten, UdS.

Representative John hrshall of Virginia, later the distinguished Chief Justice
3e Tactfully, the Continental Congress did not &neclude the great battlese~ at

(, 4 Long Island, Fort Yashington, Brandywrine, and Germantovwn= in which General
\/ "hashington had also comr.andod but been defeateds
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of the United States, proposed‘.."'th'at a marble monument be erected by
the United States in the Capitol, at the cdiy of Washington, and tiab
the family of General ‘fashington be reC;ue.sted' to permit his body to be
deposited under ite" No actiaon was taken at that tines
On May 9,1800, the Congress recormended that instead of the equestrian
statue contemplated in the resolution of 1783 a " meusoleum of Anerican
granite and marble, in pyraridal form, one hundred feet square at the base
and of a proportilate height2 should be erected in Vashingtone &1lthough the
House of Representatives on January 1,1601, passed a bill appmgirdating
$ 200,000 for the constructiom of the proposed mauscleum, the Semate did
not concur.and the plan came to naughtoe
Not until 1816 was the subject of a memorial to Washingion again
geriously considereds In that year, as a resuli af the efforts af the Siate
of Virginia to have the rerains of Vashington buried in Pichmond, 2 Congressiore 1
comrittee prpposed that a tomb be placed in the foundations of the Capitol.
and that a morument be erected im his meniorye Bushrod Washington, nephew
of the Revolutionary Commanders~in-Chief and then proprietor of lbunt Vernon,
refused to cmnsent to the removal of the remains, because Vashington had
expressly requested that he be buried at Mount Vernone Congress therefore
indefinitely postponejf consideraticn of the till. In 1822, anotner Cdngressional
request, vigorously supported by Henry Clay, the great Whig leader, ithat the
remains be ’t:ro;lght to Washington for burial in the Capitol, was again refused,
this time by John A. Washington, who had come into possession of lount Vernone
In 1832 a marble mausoleum was constructed under the Capitol's Rotunda

ag the last resting place for the bodies: of both George and Martha Washington,

but this catafalcue has remained vacant from 1832 to this day,
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’ " In July 1832, the Congress next authorized the then large swr of § 5,000
= | |

4 _for a marble statue of Washington to be executed by " a suitable artist®

s

and displayed in the Rotunda of" the Capitoi. Horatio Greenough, a noted

Boston sculptor then working in Italy, won the commission. He warked on it

for eight rears. His neoclassic 20=ton statue portrayed Whashington( “irice

life size) in a Roman toga, seated, with bare chest and loesely draped.

The Victorian public was shocked 'hen the statue was uuveiled in the

Rotunda in 181;.'.'.0 The digrmified general appeared, it was said as if "entering
or leaving a bathe" Shortly after thls, Congress found it inappmpriate
for the Rotunda floor and it was removéd to the grounds, vhere it suffered
the whims of the weather until 1908, when Congress finally transferred the
statue to the Smithsonian Institution for preservation and e xhibite

In 1853, Congress finally provided for tne ereciion of an bronze
equastrian statue of General Vashington in the District of Colurbia,
appropriatinzj.',.‘i‘» 50,000 to carry out thne Cohtinental Congress resolution
of 1783, Cl;.rk !412s, an 2ble young . = sculptor fran SyracuseslieYe,

: wihe
: had just completed tne celebrated statue of Andrew Jacksen which still stands

A
in Tafayette Suuare in the lational Capital, was selected to undertake the

worke Seven years later, the llills statue was erected in Washington Circle

at the joint mterseculons of Pennsylvenia znd ¥ew Hampshire Avenves #with I

and Twenty-Third Streets, Northwest, and was unveiled on February 22,1860,

with impresssive cere:.:onies in the presence of a distinguished gatheringe

The face of the statue was modeled from Houdon's celebrated bust of the (g?meral
¢

and the revolutlon,\um.form( and not the Roman toga specified in the resoluti

of 1783) was copied froma gevolutionary one known to have been worn by

Washingione

Thus after a lapge of 87 years from the fir$t proposals %o memorialize

Washington in the District of Columbia, Uongress had provided for the creation
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- John Fogers of the UeS. llavyg, several journalists, bankers, public officers,

~of funds begane As the Society wished the enterprise to be really popular

e - @ h
of tro stafues and one empty tomb for this purposee

20 The Washington National Monument Society, 1833-1676 : -

Following the failure of Herry Clay's efforts %a secure Federal
appropriations for a national monumertt in 1832, the Wasgingion National
Monument Society was formed in the District of Columbia by 2Q interested
gentlemen ir Septerber 1833 oh The associatj.??n was largely the result of

the energetic efforts af George W atte_r%(,on,;:‘i—brariah" of Congress, and the
membership included CoZe George Borford, Chief of Ordnance, Peter Force,

historian and archivist, Col, James Kearneyy of the Tapographical Engineers,

and businessmene ‘

Chief Justice John Marshall, then 78, was erected its first . _“Z.president,
Upon his death two years later im 1835, former President Jares ladison was
erected to succeed hime The Society?'s other first officers were Willianm
Cranch, Chief Justice af the Disirict Court, First Vice Presidend; Peter
Farce, Second Vice-President; Thoras Carberry, former laror of Vashinghom,
Third Vice-President; Samel Harrison Smith, founder ano}/e_ itor of the
Rational Imtelligencer, Treasurerj and Ceorge Watiersgn, First Secretary,

_ A
During the period of Madison's leadership, the systematic collection

and national in scope, comiributions were initially lirtited to one dollar a

year from amy rersons

Ite This Society was probably modeled after the Bunker Hill Morument Ass,ocia‘t.ions 1
which had been founded by 50 initerested gentleren in 1623 to acguire and L
[reserve the Bunker Hill Battlefield at CharlestongMasse., and to erect a
momment tc commemorate that even: of June 17,1775. The Association had held
an architcctural contest for the design of the memunent in 2825, Public fund
drives wure conducted throughout New England in 162526 and in the 18301's to
raise the § 156,000 necessary to erect the obelisk and irprove the groundse
The Bunler Hill Monument was coripleted in 18)i2+ Except far & 7,000 provided
by the State of lassachusetts, the money came%tf{gia private contributions.
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Agents. for tfxe collectiomr of coﬁ sributions were appointed for each
State and Territory. In addition to individual conbtribuiions, moncy
was colle cted on special occasions at public gatheringse The economic
distress that spread over the nation for several years after the

Panic of 1837, however, greatly interfered with the initdal efforts of
the Society %o collect funds, and five years later, by the end of 1838,
only slightly rore than $ 30,000 had been raised.s

Yeaflhile, however, in 1836 the Society had advertised a competibiion

for designs of the proposed monument. Of those submitted, that of Robert
Mills of South Carclina, ar chitect of the recently(1829) completed
Washington Honument n.n Baltimore, was chosen.6 "This: design,"” 1Hlls
explained,” embraces the idea of 2 grand circular colonnaded building,

250 feet in diameter and 100 feet high, from which springs an obelisk

- sgaft 70 feet[square] at the base and 500 feet high, making a total elevation

of 600 feete This vast rotundal a circular Greek terplel],forming *he grand

base of the }-Iomunent,:,\surrounded by 30 colurms of re ssive proportions, |

being 32 feet in cdiameter and L5 feet high, elevaied upon on lofty basee.e

aof 20 feeﬁ elevation and 300 feet square, suzmounted by an entablature

of 20 feet high and crovned by a massive talunstrade 15 feet in heighte"
Above the rcof of the central portico wvas to stand a colossal toga-

2lad figure of Washington driving 2 battle chariot drawn by fouw

Arabian gpeeds. Around the rotinda, which Mills called +he "Mational

Pantheon," - were to be placed the statues of the 56 Signers of the

5 The Bunker Hill Monument Association was alsa experiencing diffdculties

im rising funds, Two funds drives, one in 1833 and the other in 18LO, Jfolée vzl )

cougﬁ;ed a total of § 72,000, enough to complete, the Bunker Hill project
in 1842 '

6. M1ls hed alsa entered the architectural competiton for the design of
the Bunker Hill Monument in 1825 and cubmitted a plan for an obeliske lo
orize, however, vas awarded and none of the entries were used im the actual
design of the obelisik.
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Signers of the Declaration of Independence. Space was also allotted
for statues of other leaders of the American Revolution and for paintings
of battles and other scenes of that periode

" In the center of the proposed momment provision iras to be made for
a tomb of Washingtar, in order that his remains might be received should
it ever be desired to bury them in the lNational Capital. "A railway" was 75
transport visitors to an cir~ular observatory 20 feet in diameter to
be located atop the square shafi, lidlls estimated the cost of constructing
his design at one million dollars,

With only ~. % 30,000 in hand, additional funds was the nost pressing
problem of the Society., In 1839, therefore the original limitation of
corxtfibutions to one dodlar a person was témporaﬁl;; removed so that the
takers of the national census in 1840 could freely colicit donationss
Contributioﬁs, however, were still woafull;} . inadequate, and Im 18L5
the Society definitely removed the limitation on gifis to one dollar,

In order to encourage donations, large murmbers of Iithographs af the proposed
mormnent and of Gillbert Stuart's portrait of Washington in Faneuil Hall,
Boston, were made for distribution to contributorse Entertaimients, fairs,
and social gatherings vere held in nany corrunities by groupp of interested
women %o augment the funds raised by direct contribution, As a result of
these efforts over a 1l year period, a grand total of about $ 87,000 was
gathered by 18L7.

The Society now believed that it had collected enough noney to
begin construction, but it as yet had no site far the structure, In 1638,
and again in 18LL, Congress had discussed the proposal af the Society that
the. Federal Government authorize the erection af the monumént on public land

in the City of Washington, but no action had been taken. In early 28,08,
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the Congress passed a resoiution autharizing the Washington National

, .
K"’.' Monument Society to erect the proposed momument upon such. portion of the

public grounds im the city of Washington as right be selected by the q \
President of the United Stateg and by the Society. The site selected

consisted of 37 acres and was the same site, Feservation No. 2, on which

IRy TR A

L'Enfart had plamed in 1791 to 2ocate th_e equestrian statue of
Washington that the Continental Congress had voted to erect in 1783 at ;
7 {

some future dateo Soil tests, hovever, revealed that the intended site ¢

due south of the white House amd due west of the Capitol was too marshy to

support the weight of the mommente A site about 100 feet to the southwest
was chosen and thié altered the nommert s north-south alignrent with the :
White House and a2lso its easti-=irest alignment -@th the Capitol,

Despite the compromise :zith the originally planned synmetry, the

{ ) final site offered an excellent view of the Capitol and afforded ready

access to building materials dbrought intc the city by river barges on g
it

the Potomac ar by the new Baltimere and Chio Railroad, which entered the

city just 10 blocks from the site of the monumernt near lith and B Stresh,
South. The fine-grained white marble was %0 conme from quarry of Thomas
Symington, lnown as the Beaver Dam Quarry, in Baliimore County, Mdo. The

stone and sand were to come from nearb.y quarries in Maryland and Virginiae

3, Construction of the Washington “onument, First Phase, 18L8-1860:
n July L,18:8, Benjamin B French, Grand Master oi} the Viashingbon,
Sty
DoC, Masonic lodge, 12id the correr stones He used the}\trowel Washington

hkad employed at the Capitol inm 1793, The occasion was a national celecration

7. The deed granting the land to the Society was executed April 12,1849
and the site is described as Fesexvation Noe. 3.
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and between 15,000 and 20,000 people were presents Robert Ce Winthrop, ;R
Speaker of the House of Revresentatives,delivered the two=hour keynote i

address. Also in atterdance were President James Ko Polk, future Chief

reamne—t ppasareey

Executives, James Bunchanaé/)Abraham Lincoln, and Andrew Johnsony George

Washington Parke Custis, the foster gran)dchild of George Yashingion, lirse K
(Jarres ;
Alexar'de‘ Hamilton, and irs, Dolley,\xiacllson were also present., New

attention was focused upon the project by the cornerstone cererony and
"eive a penny” appeals went out to the Nation's 3 ,OOO',OOO schoal children.
These efforis raised the total of donations to about $ 230,000, a
supstantial sum but still Tar short of the g stimated $ 1,000,000 needed to
construct the 600 foot tail memorial. \
In the interest of economy, and suorily afiter the beginming of vork, |
the original heighi of the obelisk was reduced from 800 to 500 feety, and

aso Grt™
the construction of the 100 foot high andqcz_rcular "llatiomal Pentheont

Wasg deferred to some future dates The ordiginal foundation of the obelisk,
as constructed in 1848, was B8O feet square at the bed of the fQ=yndation,
and this bed was placed seven feet eight inches below the general level of i
the ground about the structure, The féundation was, 23 feet ly inches K
thicky; and was 58 feet A inches square at iis tope. It was built of

the rubblestone
large nieces of bluestone gneissc - s but in the masonry as A

came from the quarry, the interstices between the masses being filled with

Yo ovch Saderony.

spawls and a mortar composed largely of pure lime and sand, ‘The foundation
, - 8 !
wid 5. projected 15 feet 8 inches above ground level, i
ConStruct_ion .proceeded‘ under the supervisiomr af architect Robert Mills, ‘

who was also creating the U,Se Treasury, Patent Office, and Post Office i

8+ In 1878, engineers studying the foundation discovered that it was inadevuate
¢ ) to support the projected height and weight of the monument. The foundations
therefore had to be modified and sirengthencde
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buildings in Washingten during ithis periode The ... " shaft of the obeldsk

:

was commenced 55 feet s inches square &t the base' s The walls ware 15 feet
thick and faced with large-grained white marble, in blocka of two feet
héig‘nt and from 15 %o 18 inches in thickness. The rmarble was sawed without
reference to the quarﬁr bed, and rubbed.mnooth. The marble face was backed
by walls of tlue gneiss=6tons rubble constructione

By 185y, after six years of work, the obelisk had been built to a height
of 152 feet, slightly less than one-third of it mrojected height and the
Society had e)fpended sbout § 230,000 for this work, thus exhausting its
fundse. In an effort to raise more funds, the Society had invited all the
States, Territories, counties, cities, Pz,(bridtic citizens, and even foreigh
countiles to coniribute stone blocks to erbellish the interior walls. These
stones, which were to be provided by cantributing localities, were %o be.
approximatelr L feet long and 2 feet Migh s and were %o bear patriotic
inscriptionse. Among the {irsti presented were stones from ‘&ine, Delaare,
and the Franklin Fire Compary of Yashingbon, DoC, The firsit went in%o -
place at thc 30 foot level in 18L9. Eventmally, all the States and more
than & score ¢ cities, end counti#ies such as Greece, Turkey, Chine and
Jzpan contriouted a total of 190 memorial blocks that were set at 10 foot
intervals along the stairse |

Pope Pius I¥ also donated a marble slab . from the I .,Ye of Concord

in f.ome Sut this stone never reached its intended place in the monumente
The acceptence of this stone was objected to by the American Party, a
secret antialien and anti-Cabholic political organization often called the
nKnow=licthing Party', so named because when asked about their activities its
rmembers replied," I don "t knows' On the night of March S’,IBS[‘? a growp of

masked men attacled the watchman at the monument and stole "the rarble block
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‘Prom Rome." It was never seen again and is believed td have been shattered

and dropped into the Potomac Rivere

-

Its treasury exhausted, the lonument Society appealed to Congress for
assistance, Plans had been rmade to pass a resolution on February 22,1855,
appropriating $ 200,000 to cantinue construction. Its adeption seemed

assured, when word was received that on the previous night member of the

. American Party had seized the lpnument Society's offical records and called

a meeting to elect new officerse On'receipt of this news, the proposed
appropriation was laid on the table and never acted one Mearwhile, adherents
of the American Party who held certificates of merbership in the Society ret,
ocusted the old officers, 'and chose their o repre:sentatives, From 1855 o
1858. there were, in effect, two Washington Vational lnrmument Socieliesy the
American Partgbody, which controlled the records and the monmaent,: and the.
disposed o0ld body which refused ‘o recognize the legality of the action of the
rival organizations Ta further complicate ratters, .Arc‘nitect Lobert !ills,
who had been supervising consiruction s:'ncé 1848, died on iBrch 7, 1855;

The American Perty now atterpted to complete the monumeri and during
the period 1855 %o 1856 ther succeeded in raising the obelisk by four feet,
from the 152 to the 156 feet L 1/6 inch level, by using marble on the grounds
that had been rejected by the mesver resone These four feet of inferior
stone plius two additional feet of badiy” weathered stone . later had to be
renoveds The efforts of the American Part}: ta raise i‘uhds also faileds The
Know=ilotning Party collapsed politically in 1857 and on October 20,1658 they
fina]l:} Wdered comtrol of the old Society's records to the i‘ormef officerso
In an effort to prevent a repetition of thiz .. ..  debacle, an Act of Congress

approved February 26, 1859, incorporated the Washington National Mormmen:

Society " for the purpose of completing the erection now in progress of a
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~great National :b:&n‘a to the memory of WashingtoM®+t the seat of the

Feda;‘alvGoverment‘." A new mational fun'd drive in 184C netted only § 88052,
After 'the expenditure of about $ 300,000 from 1833 to 1860; private efforts
“to. complete the great momument to Washington had failed and the ou‘bbreak. of
the Civil Var in 1861 made the comtinued existence of Washington's united
nation equally doybtfule. ? |

Ito The Unfinished Monument, 1860-1876:

Whe n construction on the monument ceased in 1858, thé obelisk had
obtained a total height of 156 feet L 1/8 inches. The shaft at its base
was 55 feet I's inches sguare and at its top the sides averaged L8 feet
9 5/8 inches in length. The interior well was 25 feet 1 inch square. The
axis of the shaft leaned one and 3/L inches to the north., The thickness of
the walis at the base were 1% feet and at the top 11 feet 5/16 ipiches, The
weight of the obelisk aﬁd its foundation was about 32,113 tons. ?

During the Civil War(1861-55) this unfinished stub stcod untoucheds
The 37 ac:ées of grounds swrrounding iras tu.med into an open grazing pen
for cattle, sheep , and pigs that were used to supply meat for the Union
Arrtye A slaughter house, stables, and storehouses stood on the vroperty
and the area wes knowmn as the “i’Iadiﬁ_ngton‘}-Ionument Cattle Yards' The grounds
also served as a remount depol, as a camp ground, and a2g a drill ground
for Union troopse

Far 20 years, from 1856 to 1876z ® this"hollow-over sized chimey"

stood in its unfinished stateo lamy did not admire its designe. An editor

. of the New York Tribune cormented on July 1,1875¢

9¢ The Washington National Monument Society,however, was more.successfull
in raising .= . funda than were similar assotiations formed prior %o the
Civil var for the noge of erecting great commemoratike lonuments in ?he
United Stateso Socities formed at Trenton in 16L3, at BermingicnyVte, in 1653,
at Saratoga(0Old Schuylerville),le¥e in 1859 to construct hennic-sc;aled ‘r?a ule
ponunents were unable to rise even enough money o stard constructvicn prior to

1861,
10. Yieight of the shaft, 23,79k tons, weight of the foundation, 8,139 tons,

~

Weipght of earth on foundation, 243 tons, Total# 32176 tons.
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"The apP¥l for a Fourthr of July cmtri'i@ion to the

o -Wash.ington Monunent will not amount o ruchg Public ,judgemént on that
abortion has been made up. The country hag failed in many ways to honor
tl;e meniry of its firsﬁ President, bﬁt the neglect to finish this lionument
is not to be reckonad among thén. A wretched désign,' a wretchecivlocation,
and an insecure foundation match well with its enq:tﬁr treas:fu._ry.".

T the centenmial observation of the 100th }.Jirthda;y of the United States
was to ance again revive public n'_rrb.eres‘t in the Washington lMonunent m‘oﬁect
and to give its supporters one more opportuniiﬁr to cawerd & cﬁ.sastei' into
a brilliant succesSe
Se_The National Government Completes the Yomiment on a lew Plan, 1876-1888:

. & committee was apm')inted by the House of Represen'{‘;ti:eicmier with

the Washington iztional Monument Society and the Chief of Fngineers, Udde
,(/o.wca : )
Army, in 41873 tc study the problems related Lo corpleting the obelisics

-

Iieutenant 7. Le Marshall, Corps of Engineers, submitfed a repori on the
subject in nag 187ke He recormended that the height of the shaft be reduced
from 500 feet to U5 feet, cue to the Zact that the area covered by the ;
foundation was insufficient to carry the load without causing excessive .' ‘

_ \
pressures on thg marshy soil, Cr July 5,187651 Senator John Sher:r:an)of Onio) _

introduced a concurrent resoluticn for the purpose of completing the rianumen¥. o '

This resolution read in part: "Lré s the Senate and House of Fepresentatives in
Congress assembled, in the mame name of the s . people of the United States,
at this, the beginning of the second centur;” of national existence, do assume

and direct the completion of the washington Homument in the City of Vashingion

and instruct the committees on appropriations: of the respective Houses to

propose suitable provisions of law to carry this resolution into effect




® -
The resolutiomr was passed w. timously in two days by both Houses

and in obedience to its instructions 2 bill for the completiom of the

Washing:ton Monument was at once reported into the House of / L.epresentatives
and was signed into law by President ~ . .ULysses S, Grant om August 2,

1876« This statute appropriated $ 200,00C to contimue construction orn the

. ,
monument, to be expended in four equal installmentse It alsc provided for
the t'f-ahsfer to the United étates of the ownership of the 156 foct portion
of the shaft already built by the Washington National Monument Society,; and
f£inally, it created a Joint Corrrission to direct and supervise the cal;lstruction
af the Imonument,. The Commission, which was to report amrmeally to Congress
on the progress of the work and the e:penditures,was established on Septerber <,
16876 and consisted of President CGrant, Edwar.d Clark, Architect of the Capitol,
James G. Hill, Supervising Archdtect of the Treasyyry , Brige Gen. Andrew A.

Tl LS Any)

Bumplre;, Chief of Bngineers’\ and Williem VW, Corcaran, First Vice=fresident
of the ¥Washington National !bmrment Societyy To handie the details of
construction, the Joint Comrission established a Building Corrnissian that
consisted of the Architect of the Capitol, the Supervising Architect of the
Treasury, the Chief of Engineers, and the First Vice President ol the
Society. On June 25,1878, General Humphreys delegated his authority to
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas ILincoln Caseyy Corps of Fngineers, who became the
Army engineer in charge of the projects Prior to this, on Jamuary 19, 1877,

the Washington National iomment Soclely formally deeded the uncormleied

cbelisk and iis grounds back to the the United St es Government,

Since the early days of its construction, apprehension had been felh
about the foundation of the shafte The Act of August 2,1676 directed that
a thoroggh study be made of this subjecte After cereful boring, examinations,
and tests of the earth of the site, a board of Arry Engineers, in reports

dated April 10 and June 15,1077, concluded that the existing foundation was of
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v insui‘fj.cieﬁt spread and depth to sustain the wevigh'b of the proposed structures

It was also stated that it was feasible o hring the fowndation %o he
required stability by “hooping in" the earth upon which it stoodoll
As = result of ihis study, a Joint Resolution of Congress on June 1,1878,
a thorized the Joint Committee to expend $ 36,000 to give greater stability
to the obeliskj so %ha‘b the height could be safely carried to 525 feé s
" Construction on stablizing the foundation began on January 28,1879

and continued until corpleted 16 months later an lay 29,1860, FPlanned and
supervised by Lt. Col. Thomas L. Casey, the cost of this (’:‘l“"as & 9l,li730920
ThE work consisted in enlarging the area of the foundati.a by digging away 70%
of the earth under the old founflation, and to & depth of 13 feet 6 inches
beneath it, and repléxcing this earth with 2 mass of concrete extending 18
feet within the outer edges of the old foundation, énd 23 feet 2 inches without

x.the same line, thus giving a2 new foundation 126 feet 6 inches sguare, and
enarging the area of the founcabtion from 6,400 square feety, to 16,000 square
feete To distrib'.{;g the pressure of the shaft cver this new foundation, the
old rubble-_stone::-f‘*ééetorn away from uncder the walls of the shaft, and replaced
by a concrete underpinning extending out into the new conerete slab, In this

work 517 of the cubical contents cf the old stone foundation was removed, and

187 of the area of the shaft underminede As finished, ‘he new foundation
_7So skillfully w=s this substitutian that the eniire
vas 36 feet 10 inches deeps structure seiiled only about two inchesy -

. While work on the foundations. was underway, %o plans

134. T0
s alter the orlg:mal Mills!' design of the obelisk were

considered by the Joint Commission in 1878-79« The first was subnitted by

1%, The board consisted of Lte Cols John Do Kurtz, Lt. Cole qumcy A . Gilmore,
and It, Cols James C. Duaneo

12 A joint resolution of June 27,1879 appropriated an additional $ 6,000
to complete the tasic of strengthening the foundatione
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William Wetnore Storg® a Boston deulptor who had don®€gome wards far
b L .
W, the Bunker Hill lMonument. Story proposed that the obelisk be comverted

in 2 giant and amate "Zambardy Towers" Ir order to have constructed the
~shaft on the Story design some 43%s feet of the existing rromment would ﬂave
had to be ‘:akén down, in order 4o rebuilt it again with the windows located
in thevlouer portipn of the shaft just above the proposed 'Log,gla. Aftgr
careful consideration, the Story plan wes rejected in 1879,

‘The second plan, suggested by CGeorge FPFerlzins Marsh, scholar and then
both /
UsS. Minister to ItaIy, was adopted andAgreatly altered and irprovedthe

original }ill's design, eliminafing the proposed flat apex of the cbeliske

Marsh had studied the obelisks of ancient Egyph and he suggested in 18YB

"Throw cut all the gingerbread of the 'H1lls design and %eep onl: “he obelisko"

Based on his study of the best=rnown ILiptian doelisks he had zlso
determined that their neighis were alnmost precisely %en tines the ir base

dimensions. Thus if the base of the Washingiton shafi was 55 feet square at

the tase, the monument should raise Lo 2 helzn* of 530 and no: 4o 600 feed
as proposed »in the Mills design, or to only 500 feet as.proposed in the
meney-saving plan.  In February 1879, «arsh furiher suggesied: "There will,
no doubt, be people who ill be foolish enrough %o insis® on a peephole |
somer-rherej and if they must be gratified, +‘he window should be &f the exact
forn and size of one of the stones, and provided with a close-fitting shutter

colored exactly like the stone, so that wheh' shut it rould be nearly or

I3. George Perkins larsh, 1801-2002, laijer, diplomat, brillant scholar,
and the father of ithe Conservation iovememt in the Uhited Staies, was torm
at Yoodstock, Verriont, im 1801l. Cracuating from Dartmouth College- in 2620,
he studied law and was admitted o ine bar at Burlington,Vernont, im 1825,
He entered politics as a Whig in 163k and in 18L9 was appointed ifinister to
v Purkey, in which capacity he served until 185L. He became a Nemublican
in 1856, and from 1860 until his death in 1882, was United States l4nister
‘ to Italy. Margh'sgreat seminal work, lin and liature, or Physical Geography
j as Modified bi Huran Action, was firs® pupiisiied in lew Zork Cits ix Jt.ou.

Thig volume became botn the opening gun and the intellectuzl bible of the
subsequent leaders of the Conservation iovement in the United States during
the 19th centurye.
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‘- fJuits iﬂpercéptible from below," 3
'\;}' By April 19,1880, the Joint Comission for Campleting the IIonmnent) b{
~s¢. the Building Corurttee, and - the Congress, had agreed %o adopt - g
Marsh'ts sugges;tions as to the height,~ 555 feet, and that its form would . i
be cbelisk of the proporbioﬁs and the windows of the size proposed by F:i

Marshe Work on the foundations was completed cm ihy 29,1880. On June 7,
1880,work began onr covering a portion of the new foundation with the earth
that had been excavated from around and veneath tne original foundatione

This embankTent, completed on Juiy 10, proviced a terrace around the

Sghich g aCmiet R twe Uit 2 B ASEESSNEE  SaEs

ETFYI

monmument that was 30 feet wide and 17 feet higher than the level of *he

surrounding lande In 1061 this terrace was fwrther enlarged to form: a :

square that was L75 feet wide at the crest and 220 feet sguare 2t the

foot of the slopss,

-

Investigation uf the shafi revealed that the sicnes set ty the American é
L Party im 1855-56 atop of ine shaft had disinbgrated and that the marble facing
had been displzced and spallede Three courses of these stones, or six feet

in height, were reuoved frem the top of the otelisk btetween July- I5 and Augush

2,1880p thus reducing the rormurent to a height of 150 feete The itask of

PN,

setting new stone on the obelisk started on August 7,1680 and by the end of

fmg i A

the reer 26 feet hzé been added to the height of the mcnument, thus bringing
fine=~grained white

the shaft up to *he 176 foot levelo The rzew,\mrble was provided under

confract by Hugh Sisson from the same Deaver Dam Guarry near Ealtimore that

had furnish the merble for the first 156 fect. From the O to the 150

feet level the nearble was backnsy biueston/f"'@e‘iss, fron the 150 feet level to

the U452 foot level the marble facing was backed by Wew England granite,

EANE eI i GV QA (e o A MU SV e e O ey e e

and . . the remaining 103 feet of the shaft, from the Li52 to: the 555 foot

ol

levels fras constructed entirely of marvlee
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'The shaft reached he 250 foot level in 1881, the ;3?3 foot level im
1882, the LIO foot level in 1883 > and the cap stdns was afixed

at the 555 feet & 1/8 - inch level on Decerber é 185&. The shaft of
the oﬁehsk%' 50@ feet 5 /8 inches high and the v/ pyramidion or apex

w.

was 55 feet tall, The shaft at the ‘:,olcrkfé< 3l feet 5% inches square and

The weight of the shaft is 81,120 tors and/pf the foundation}536,912 tonse

its walls at this poin% are I feet thicke /\° The cost of consiruction
from 1848 to 188l was approximately $ 1,18’("710.,3L Of this sum, the

Washington lational lorument Society had provided about # 300,000 and the

s

'T.S, Congress & 887,710.3I.

On February 21, 18E5, ‘ashington's Birthday, the omwent was
formally dedicaied by President Chester Ao Arthur in the presence o
several descendants of the Vashington fanily, and a vast vhrong of visitors
fror: all over the nations Thus .85 jeszrs after iis original pfoposa;l in
Yoy 1800, Congress saw the corpletion of 2 mommentalesized re-orial %o
George Washingtone

Three more years of work, hovever, were required to complete

. Inwrrove : .
the inferiar of the obeliisk a.ndAthe grounds, before -, " visitors could
- . /h"o
be adnitted to the momurents  Im 1885 the original doarmvays in the shaft
# v

were rede_signed and modifieds In accordance with Robert A1ls’ original
design, two large Cgyptian doarways, each 15 feet high and 6 fee wide, had
beer built into the east and west elevations of the cbelisk prior to 185Le
Each door was surmounted by a heavy pedimert and an enteblature upon ‘which

was carved a winged ball and #re asp. I 1883 the projecting jambsy -- .

1. Because of the €entenmial and apparently because the momment associations
had learned how to lobby effectively,Congress was also ?.ppropriatji‘l_g Xiberal
suns of roney t0 erect other great momments in the 1800s.Congress), provided

$ 100,000 to erect the Yorkio:m Monument 2t Yorktown, Va., in 1880; $ 70,000

to built the Saratoga Batile lonument at Schurlerville,N.Y, in 1881 and 108Lj;

$ 40,000 to help erect the Benmington Battle MHonument at Benningion,Vit. in 18806;
and $ 30,000 towards the ¢_onstruction of the Trenton Battle iforument at Trenton,
NeJe in 188lue State. legislatures 2lso voted considerable sums of money to
%el&gqgstruct all of these mourﬁ(ments y with the exception of the one at

or Tle . ’
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entailature, and pediments were dressed down to the planes of the

faces of the sgaf‘b and the west doorway was walled up with laf'-gh
such as was used in thefacing the lower part o e walls,

.giairied marbleg M The east entrance, mow the only doorvay to the obelisfk, -.
was reduced in height from 15 to 8 feet, and was closed by two marble
doors: or slabs, revolving upon heavy bronze hinges, the weight of each
lea.-f s over halfa’. ton, being suppofted upon-a steel Iriction rollers

Also installed in 1885 was a electric lighting plan: to light the interior
with 7% incarmdescent electric lwmg 5
of the mnumentf\ ~iightming conductors or rods, and rmrble shutters om

the nine windows in the pyramidion, In 1806 the interior iron s%eaircase
& Co,
with 898 gteps was completed in April; Otis Brothers/of liew York City

also installed a steam=operatered pescenger elevetor in the shaft; and
Y

the flocr inside the momumert was peved with blue stone flagginge
4 stone one-story boiler house, constructed of refuse granite and rmarble,

was built at a point located Y50 feet snuthwest of the morment under

contract with William Bradley of ¥ashington,D.Ce 2k a cost of & 6,99L .58,
and ing

A pipe tunnel, located tereatn ‘he surface of *he.ground, connect(/ the

boiler house and engine house - -~ by an brick arched passageway three
. o — /A\
feet wide and L feet 3 inches high ( with the morument was as also caipleted

in 1866 This tummel carried on its floor the stezm pipe ta and the
efhaust—pme from l,the engines at the , foot of the monumente The engine
house, wkich accormodated the dyrmeno and eng:'.né used for lighting the
interior of the shdf‘b, wag rebuilt and enlarged im 1886. This structure,
located on the terrace at the foét of the monﬁment, was built of iron

énd mesonry and has a copper covered roof.; The total cost of the heating
15 The cost of +his interior work in 1685-86 was as folloug: electric Iight
plant, £ 1,872,003 Iron work for interior stairs and platforms, § 20,591.C0;
Lighiming rods, $ 1,271.C0; marble for doo"'ay, $ 1,375.00; inserting 53

memorial blocks or stones in interior wall, $ 1,825,003 and installing
passenger steam elevator, $ 2,7L0.00. Total, $ 29,67&;.

PRGITIMPE PP PTT

ety




@ 7
' plant, including the boiler heuse, two hew boiler§ the pipe tunnel,
steam pipes, and the rebuilt engine -housey, was $ 16,598.58

-

Im. 1887 ‘ZL'IL more memorial stones were inserted in th- interior
walls andjnapron of granolithic pevement IO feet wide was. laid about
the foot of the shaft to przvent the washing out of earth by storm
waters.s The c‘ni;f project from 1887 to 1889, however, was the placing
of scme 250,000 cubic yerds of earth aboit the base of the menument and

ust to the north of it, at a cog=} of

L.u

in Babcock Iake, which was located
36 . : .
$ 97,500.00. The purpose of this f£ill wzs %c blend the terrace of
the mounrent with the surrounding land so as %o give the whole zrea
a natural appearzncee
Tne monument was aoffically opened to visitors on Cctoter $,153&.
Total cost of construction of the ronurment and irprovement of ithe grounds
- from 1848 to 1688, was approxdimately & 1,406,500, Of this tctal, the
Washington liational Monumen: Society had contributed abous £ 300,870 and
. i7
the UsSe Congress $ 1,109,500,
In 1868-89, th e Washingion National Morunens Society had a one=story

marvle lodge nouse consiructed at their own expense a2t a poin‘b about LEC

feet to the east of the morumento Designed by,:nk chitects William M,

Poinderter % Campery of vwashingion, DeC. and erected at a cost of & 11,650,

v, the lodge house was transferred bty the Socieiy to the jurisdiction of the

o

nited States inm 183%. Visitars to the romwient vwere asserbled at the
lodge and when a sufficient murber had congregated )the;"t‘rere- escorted ‘ﬁy a
guide to the rdnument,

17e V.. See Appendiz lNoe 2, forglinual " ... + .. ., appropriations,
and expenditures, ldh8-1888 a[s.inogreso of construction and totel costse

. 16, Lisute Cole John M. Wilson, Corps of I‘,ngireers, irasg in charge of
Lo work on the romurent and gromds aftze April L,1888, when Iieuto Cole.
Thomas Le Casey was relieved af his duties as engineer-in-charge of the
project at his own request.
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A1l mw on the mormment and grounds v'wg corpleted by December 1808,
Y The Joint Comrission for the Corpletion af the lomument was dissolved

at its owir request by Act of Congress approved October 2,1888, and the

Secretary of War was charged with the custody, care, and protection of
‘the ronument thereaftere From October 9,1868 to 1932 a total of 3,73L,L19

. people visited the top of the marument, averaging about 155,600 persons

a years The 50th millianth visitor visited the obelisk on March 7,1969.

6Alterations to the lorument, 1889-1978:

#888:) vhen the monument was opened to visitors, it took passengers i
riding on the steam elevators 12 rimtes to reach the tops Tae electric
elevator installed in IS01 reduced this riding time to fiVe. riruted,
Improved electric elevators were used in 1926 and 1959. The present riding
tire to the fl;op is one minutee.

The first exbterior searchlights were placed in use in 1929. Later

D

red aircraftewarning signals began flashing from the observation windows,
and, in 1958, from holes cut just a2bove the windows for betier visibilityy.
In 1959 new floodlights of more than 92-million candlepower were installeds
Also in 195G, a giant delmurdifier was instzlled in the basement of the

- monurent and this ended an old Yonument phenomenon - the moisture
condensation that had long precipitated as inddor raine. |

Twice in its life time (193L and 19@:) the great white marble shell

of the obelisk has been repaired and scrubbed from base to tipe
Bars were first installed in the observation windows inm 1926 to (
prevent suicides (af which there have been five) amd in 1961 safety glass

was also placed in these windows at the 50k foot level to prevent thoughtless

visitors from tossing objects out of these openinge.
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.7« The Monuments @:nds: 2, Peclaivdng Tancbl&@%l: .

From 1848 to 1901, the Washington lMonument stood in what the

edidor of the New York Tribune accurately decribed in 1875 as ™ a

.wre.tched location,"~ om low marshy land, i«ri.th the waters of the
~ Potamac River to the west and of Laice Babcock to the north almest
reaching the foundations of the dbelisk. ‘ Im 1882 the Congress rade
| the first of a series of appropriations to provide for the reclamation
af these Poto‘maac $idal flatsﬁmarshes that lay irmedizteiy to the rest

and south of the monument ¢

. . /i’r;m August 1882 to July 1912 the .(;,orps oi: Engineefé e}qienc'-.e'd
a total ‘-of $ 2,388,500 to create 739 acres of new lande The tidal
_basin was completed in iarch 1890; LI12 acres of what is now inc»m as
West Folomac Park was finished in ls@ azg;d the 327-acre area now |

kpown as Fast Potcméc Park wes reclaimed in August 1911,

The 432 acres of new land im wh_at is now West ¢ ¢ Fbtomac
‘Park made it possible by IP01 to greatly improve the setting of the

Washington Monument by landscaping and devéloping the 2rez as a public

parke Consideration of improvements began in 1900,
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be The . McMillian Flan,1900-1932 . ]

f'*!

A

O Decerber I-.2‘,i900, commenorative exercises celebrating the 170th
arm'ive.rsary of the removal the seah of the Fcderal Govermment fronm

PhiladeIphia ta Washington,D.C. oprened at the . White House and Capipol,

The keynote of the celebration wag the improverent of the District of
Columbia in @ rammer cormensurate with the d:_x'.gnity ard rssoﬁrces of
~ the Unifed States, which was then beginning to emerge as a world powere
The American Institute of Architects worked with the Senate -
Comrittee on the District of Columbiz to prepcre a generzl j)lan for
the developrert of a public park system for the District. A Senate
sub-comi ttee was appointed to handle this task ’and it became knom as

© the McMi1lan Corvtission, so rmmed after Senator James Be Mcfillane

- Experts recormmended by the American Institute of Architects were

B engaged by the McMillan Cormission to help prepared a raster plan,

O

Four noted Americanse— Architect Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago, Frederick
Law Omstead,d.re,landscape architect of Brooklir§iass.,  Architect

| | | 4
Charles Fo McKin of New York City, and $culptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, ;

also &f lew York City, mde up this Park or Burnham Cormissione

(i
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After extensive stucdy here and 1n3nurope, the Parlz CommlsSIOn
proposed the restoration af Lo'Enfunt?s Grand Avenue on a dlrecu ine
connecting the Capitol and the Washington Monument with the great |
gresnsward and four rows of. elnm'borderlng it. Burmiam wrote: |

"We propcse ‘a2 great ;Qen vista and that vista is the great architect
fea‘ure; if we rey speak of landscape work as architectural. The center
is to bc grass, like a grosn carpet, with roadways onr each side, overhung
by trees. The widéh of the Mall from building to buildj_ng isa
liﬁfle greater than the length de the Cabitol, ag it shoculd be, The
¥al¥ buildings fornm hn architectural Tines which lead up to the Capitol.

Accepted by Senator Mcdfillan,Cheirnan of the Senate Comtittee an

the District of Colurbia, he, " - presented his repori,. - o
~ITEELLY . - .0, based on the Burnham study, to the Senzte on Jamary

15,1902, This becare known ag the VeMillizn plan for 15C2 for the
Mimprovement aof the Fark System of the District of Colwbias"
With regerds to the Washington Monument, the Mcl£1lian plan

noted

r\
"0

In 1901 the immediate surroundings of the Mon-
ument were so inadeguate as to cause the benolder
near at hand to lose that very sense of grendeur
¥hich it inspired {rom a distance, The lack of

- harmonious relationship beiween it and the grest
structures with which i1t cawz into juxtavosition
dlsturbed one's sense of fi:.ness, No portion of the
task before the Ccmmission 1equired more study and
extended consideration than had the soluticn of the
problem of devising an eporeoriate setting for the
Moriument, The reatzont here prorosed was the
one which seemed best adapted to enhance the value
©Oof the Monument itself, Tak:n by itself, the Mon-
ument stands not only as one of the most stupendous
works of man, but also as one of the most beautiful
ol human creations, It ic nt once so great and so
simple that it seems to be a’most a work of nature,
Dominating the entire District of Columbie, it has
taken its place with the Capitol and the White Hcuse
as one of the threc forcmost national structures,.
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(\-} ' &s to the proposed treatrent of the Hormument grounds,
the ¥cii1lan plan recormended:

"% b, The Washinoton Monument, --From this
© erass axis the carpet of greenswand of the Mall

. streteches westward. The bordering columms of
‘elms warch to the Mornument grounds, climb the
"glope and‘syread themselves to righ: and left on
extenied terraces to form a grsat bedy of green,’
- strenzthening the broad piatform {rom which the -
.obelisk ricses in majestic serenity. The groves
on the terreces wculd become places of rest, from
which one would get wide views of tae busy city:
~of the White louse, surrounded by its ample grounds;
.of the Caviicl, crcwning the heights at the end of
the broad vista; of su.r.:x/ stretches of river winding
."at the foot of the Virginia hills,

, Axial relations between the Veite House and
' the Monument were creeied ty the ccactruction of
.8 sunmiyen garden ¢n the western side of the great
~shaft, the tmie line pessing through the center
of a great rcund vocl to which marbie steps lead
' down ¥orty feet from th2 Monument plaiform, Sur-
.round:d by terrzces bearing elms, lgid out with
forma.. raths lined by hedzes and adorred with
srall trees, enrichzd by fountains :nd temple-~like
. 8trucinres, the lMonurent Gardens woild become the
, ‘gen of the Mall systen. . .

s
Vet

-

, Seen’ f*(zn the lcwer le zol the Monu.m,m would
'~ gain nn additional height cof nearly 45 feet while
et the same time nothing weould be ellowed to ccpe
~ 60 near as to disturb the "‘olation vhich the
- Monum:nt demards,

The formal garden,which was to be located betireen the Monurment
and 77 th Street, was %o serve three architectural nurpeﬂes :
1. I was to be the connecting link between the Mall development
on fhe east and the proposed Lincoln Memorial development on the swesd,
which due to the configuraticm of the ground were placed an different

levels, the Mall being some 23 feet higher.

Eipti sl aialion
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2. It was to open and accentuate the North-South Axis through
the White House aIcn.b the Meridan off shington. |
Je It was to fur'ush a setting at the base af the Momuicnt, which
é ’.b/\'AH e -'.}
w‘len v’.«.ewlc\i fron the west YWOUID [JAVE A FCRMality comer”urate with
the surroundings of the Tincoln Memorial,
As the execution aof this part of the preject ../ involved a very
neavy fill esst of the Menument togbther with exy_gnsive and deep
excavation to the west thereof, the queciion arese as to the possible
hazard to the ztability of the Mcnument that might result from the
unbalzncing of subsoil pressures arising fron such substontizl changese
I:x 1930 & committee of engin appointed o ir¥estigete and \
16 '
.repert cn thece prcblems.. A mudber of TLorings were sttt W tedrockh in

the vicinity of the llomvaent, with samples of e > arth teken at four-Toat

These borings discleced the exisience of o susnecied tiffhitherto
unknown strafum of blue clay, averaging LC feet in thickness,under .;r g wie
bed of sand and gravel upon which the Momment rests, and zfiter an
exhaustive amalysis of conditions, the engineers in 1931 reported

upfaborably as to the execution of the propased sunken gax_den plane

The formal garden plan was thus never carried into effect. The

Eo g

Monumenths surrcundings,however, have been vastly improved since 1900,

when the !211 area was an unsightly cluiter of railroad tracks, haphazard

TR

buildings, marshes,and tidal Iflaise

The Washington Morument was adrinistéred vy the Office of Public
Buildings and Crounds t0 1925 and then by the Ofifice of Public Buildings

18, This committee of Army Ingineers weas comprised of :Lieut.Col. Ulysses S.
Grant,III; MMajor Douglas M, Gillettej Mre. J. Vipond Davies, lfre Iazarus
White, and . John L. llagle, tne Iast three being civil engincerse
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' and Public Perks .’ .%Y of the National Ca;btml until ALgust 10,1933,
NS when the obelisk and its 106,01 acres of Federally ovmed land- 3> were

transferred to the National Park Serviceq

ce Existing Conditions .
The granice Boﬂer house, corpleted in "‘886 and located about 750

w2 feeb southw;est of the mormument, now serves as headquarters for the
National Park Service !all Operations Office. The brick tunnel, built
in 1886 to carry the stearm * pipes . ¥ - . from the boiler house to the
momument, has been blocked off at both endse The marble Washington
¥enument Iodge; finished in 1589, is now used as a sauvenir store and
an addition made to the rear serves as a snack bar; both of these
facilities are operated by ' concessionaires.

The Jefferson Pier which Thomas Jefferson had erected a2s a marker

at the intersection ¢f lines due south of the Whiie House and due west

1 fronm the Capit-‘el stands aboutl®X’ feet northwest af the monument o First

<
AT
A

sbt in place in 1810, the pier w s removed subsequently but wwas

R AR ST AR 5 TN

reinstalled in 1925.
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APPENDIX MO, 1= Checklist of chief” 19th Century memorial momuwien ts

- of heroic scale

ry

+ s o sy gy g

Tame of Evertts Dates of Cost of | 2
Monuuent Location Coumenorated Desigmer _|Construction Constructjon Description !
1. Washington [Baltimors, | Ueorge Wash~ Robert Mills | 1B15-1829 |$ 203,76L,408] IMarble Doric colurm § -
Monument Mde ington's services : : 165 feet high on a
- ag General, rectangular base,
1775-1763 17! status of Washe
2 o' Bunker Hill |[Charlese Battle of Bunker Toarud: Baldwin 1625-18L2 |$ 156,218,1|  Granite obelisk g :
Yonument town,Mass. Hill,June 17, & Solomm . 2211 9" high and
[ 1775 Willard . 30 feet square at '
base, -
3 JMashington Tashington Washington's Robert Mills &  188-1888 }$1,409,500,00 YWhite marble cbelisk,
Formment DJCo : gervices as George Perkinﬁ oot 5 1/6'high and .
| general and Margh 55 feet square’at the
first Preaident base, ‘ :
Yornerstone,
L+ Saratoga Schpylerville Twa Battles of 1877 - Granite obelisk 15l
Battle Monument |(0Ld Saratopa), Saratoga, Septe JoCe Maricham Shaft,1681~ | $ 125,C00 feet high, adorned
HeYo ember 19 and 1882, 1890 with Ruslkinian Gothie
October 7,1777 & revival ordamentsge
Surrender,Oct .17, 20 ftosqua.e at basee
1777 o ' @
SeYorktom Yorktovmn, French Alliarnce of '_Richar d Horris 1801=85: By Congress white marbl e .
Victorr Va e 1778-83 and Victory [ty J.Q A Ward) colurn 95 feet tall,
.onument at Yorktown,October Van Brunte $100,000 topped by female
119,17816 statue of "Liberty"'.
6. Benrington Bennington, Victoiyr at Battle _ .
BatTle Tonument | Vha of Bennington,le¥y J, Fhilipp 18872009, . $90,000  |Limestone cbelisk
August 26,1777« | Rimm 1891 306 feet highe
. " 37 ftesquare at basee
1sTrenton Battle] Trenton,| Battle of Trenton, ranite .
“onurment, v Noo December 26,1776, Janes . He 1891~ 109} ¢ 60,000 | 150. ~foot flu%ed columy
: _ Duncan l‘bopped by heroic size
gtataa of Washington.



. AFPENDTX HO,2 29 !
o cosTs oF co@RUCT ™Y A FIDIAL APFROR IATEE PR g
s . THE WASHINGTON MONUITNT, 1b.8-1888 - K
N o 4 - - Federaljleet fleignt or
Year—] Zxpended by Amount. Expended | Approp. | added Shaft r

1848<" | Washington Matiamal|$ 300,000 o lis6v L 1/ 1560 Lk /Rl

1876 Honument Society ”‘

1876-88 | UsS. Covermment :j{

Date of Appreve o

1873-80 |August 2,1876 ¢ 9lL,l73e92 $ 200,000 =G! 1501 ;ff

: ' Strength=- 8

ened | S

foundations

1880 July 16, 1860 251, 929457 150,000 26 176

1881 March 3,1661 150,285.67 150,000 7h 250

1882 Amril 17,1882 153,565 056 150,000 90 340

—~ 1883 March 3,1863 119,571.53 250,000 70 110 :
V. ’ -
A 188l - 21,5643 0 15 [SS5tR1/8E
For shaft: }  sybiotal: 5 1,167,710.31 900,000 | k05  [555t 5 1/6')
18L8-188% -

1885 Yarch 3,1685 730,717.1L 75,000 0 To cox:*.ple‘aa_!
structure jy ‘.

_ ' interior & :f

1886 August 14,1886 16,206.68 57,000 0 grounds 3

1887 March 3,167 1245368426 50,000 a woom

1888 October 8,1868 Ll ;853,94 27,500 g -’ grounds -

1 Open Octe s

Total, 181641383 $! 1,L09,500,00 $ |1,109,500| O 9,138
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o " GROWTH
OF THE MONUMENT

$SS FEET $%a INCHES

Capstone set
December 6, 1384

»
H
1884 N
410 FEET
1883
340 FETT
1832
2SO FEET
/ A'«
tv
1881
176 FEET .
s 1880
156 FEET .
1855-58
152 FEET ~Know-Nothing" period
1828-54
ORIGINAL ADDITION TO ‘
FOUNDATION FOUNDATION A
1878-1880 -




Memorandum w.5e 8 Sephe 15,1978

To: Marc }Malik, Team Captain,
National Capital Team, D3C

From: Charles W Snell, Historiany DSC o
Sﬁbjec'b: Hisf’,ory data sectlon fer Vashington Monumente
Enclosed is a "Brief History of the Vashington
Ho;uxment and Grounds, 1783~1978," 29 pages= in double spaced
final draft form, which you requested for use im the Yashingtor

.}l )
Morument mrcject you are working or ‘e If rou need any more
information onm amy aspect of this subject, please let me
Inow and I will be happy to provide ite

With best regards

; / o
Qél 1.é2£ ‘%C e

Charles ', Snell

- 5\ ZT

Coprm: FichapEG. Huber - For owr irfermation.

i

1l begin work on Teniliorih Acuatic Gerdens projsct nexte
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