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Xbe Washington Homunent at ~;~ashington,DoC• 

Ao ~.ignif icance : 

l 

This to-,;ering 5.55-foot-high whi -te r.iarbJ'.e obelisk, built between 

2848 and 1884 with funds from public subscriptions: and Federal 

appropriations and modelled after ancient F.gyptian monuments I coml'l!eDlora tes 

the achieve.'Tlents and unseI.fish devotion to public: service o:f George 

W a.shington, Commander-in-Chier _of the Continental A~,. during the War 
1711, 

.for American Independence,l,1')~1783, and the· first President of the 

United States under the Constitution, 1789-1797 o ArchitectuallJ~, the 

shaft is the rnost gra ndoise ann beautiful ai' the heroir.:,,.siz ed h.i.storical 
l 

merno:-ials erected m the United States during the 19th century. 

The const,ruction ai' the first 15°a feet of the obelisk f"ollo;.red 

a plan that ,ras prepared by the noted architect F:obert 11ills and that 

of the re.":la.ining two-thirds of' the shaft -was buil..t on the basis o~ data 

provided by· the famous scholar George Per!dns Ha.rsho Supe:i."llltendents of 

..&>,"!stru~tion of the ~-:ashington i·bnur.ent were: Robert Hills., 1848-185:, 1 and 

Lieutenant Colonel '!'homa.s Lincoln Casey, Cor-ps of Engineers, U.S. Arriv, 

1878-188'[;. The cost of construction of the obelisk from 18L.8 to 18R4 

was $ 11 187 ~ 710.31 and the total. cost of construction of the momunent 

and im.pr011er.,ent of' its i;rounds from 1848 to 1888 was $ 
about 

2 
1,409.,500. 

this latter sum, $ J00.,000 was provided b;,- prj_vate contributions to 
h 

the Washington National Mo.rrur.1ent Society and $ 11 109.,500 by the 

the 

appropriations of Congress. The ,;ashing-ton 1~ur.ient was. first opened! 

Of' 

to visitors on October 9 1 1888 • and by March 7,1969., 50.,000,000 visit~ 

had visited the top o.f the norrument. 
1n the 19th century 

l.For a checklls·t. of ~hechiet:· memorials_ e~ctea#cto cor.;remorate hist.:-'t'jc:al. 
events in the United States., see ApPei1di;: :To. 1. The Wash_in6-ton~Iom.unent ;1 -

2. See Append.ix }fo. 2 for Annual Cost of Con~truction of Washington 
!1onument and also for Federal Appropriation~.._.- -.-==.. ..;;:--,- -·-

5> the third r,,.a~r-rironumcntto beconstructcd :in the U.S .,be:inc proceeded by 
the Wa~h:i.nc;ton Monu.'1cmt at Balt:!Jnore(181.5-29) and tho Bunker Hill Homunent 
(1825:..la ) • 
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B. History: of the 'V1ashington MontL'1ent,e 1A33- ;tif@.: 

lo Early Ef5orts to 1-bmorialize George Washington,1703-21$60: 

In recogiuition o.f George i•;ashdmgtn's great military servic-es-

to his country during the ".la:r for American Independence, 1775· to 1783:., the 

Continental Congress on Aueust 7~ 1783 resolvt:Jd· "that an equestrian statue 

of General Washinrrton be erected at the place ,;here the residence of Congress 

shall be establishedo 11 The statue was to be of bronze and 11 the General(was] 

~be represented :in a Ro1.Bn d..-ess, holding a truncheon :L-, his right hand, 

and his head encircled with a laurel ;r.reath. 11 To: be inscribed on the 

marble pedestal of the statue was +.,he sta:ter.ient that this statue wa:s 

built II in honor of George t-:ashington., the illustrious Comna.nder in Chief 

of the_.ll\rr.ries oi' the United States of America during the -..rar ;rhich vindicated 

and secured ~i1e:ir liber~., sovereignty, e.nd independence." The "principal 

events of the irar in :-;hich General :<iashington corrni.nded in person, viz: 7_.1.1e 

evacuation of' Boston., :.he capture of the Hessians at :'re1;~on., the battle of 

Princeton, :he action of 1-:anmouth, and the surrender o:f :Cork[tmm} 1 also 
3 

vrere to be representedo 

In a O da. • "'"h _,.h. , "'". o "'"h F h • " • Ch ~ cc r nee :-;i,J ., 1.s reso ... u.,1 n., ..,, e renc engJJ1eer, i::ci.Jor ar1.es 

Pierre L'Enfant, in 1791, provided a location for -:hj.s statue in his plan 

for ":.he new Federal cit~· of Washington which ~ra.s prepared under the inr.rediate 

di:'ection of President Gem~~e !.'ashington. It :ras to stand on a reservation 

at the :intersection of the lines west nnd south of the future Capitol and 

the President's Houseo 

erect the statue. 

!fa action, however-, was taken in 1791 to actua~ 

On December 23,1799, eight days after the death of l.'ashington., U.S. 

Representative John ~-!arshall of Virginia., lat'.'.lr the distinguished Chief' Justice 

3. Tac:tf~, the Continental Congress <.lid not Qinr.l1~rl~ the great battles- at 
I.ong ~land, Fort ',fashington., Bra!1~~rine., and Ger1na.ri.tm:n-in which General 

·'Washington ha::l also comr..anded but been defeated. 

: \ 
, I 
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of the United States, proposed' "th at a mrble morrument be erected by 

the United States in the Capitol., at the c:1•.;:r of Hashington., and ti1at 

the family of General Pashington be rec;,uested.' to permit his boey to be 

deposited under it. 11 Mo action was taken at that tiJ,1e. 

On &y 9 1 1800, the Congress !"€COmr.lended that instead of the equestrian 

statue contemplated iJ1 the resolution of 1783 a " mausoleum of Ar.1erican 

granite and marble., in IJ:,Tarri..dal. form., one hundred feet square at the base 
\\ 

and of a p::-oportilti.te heigh~ should be erected in l'iashington. Although the 

House of Representatives on January 1~1801., passed a bill appropriating 

$ 200 1000 fer the construction of the proposed mausoleum., the Seaaw did 

not concur and the plan crune to nc?ughto 

Not until 1816 ·was the subj ec:t of' a memo:i.'ial to Washington again 

seriously consideredo L'1 that yearr as. a result of the efforts of the St.ate 

cf Virginia to have the re:.-.a.ins of' Washington bu...-.j_ed i...'1. ?..ichr.10nd, a Congressiora 1 

conu:ti. ttee p.r;,posed ~11.at a tomb be placed ili "J1 e fou..'1da tions o~ the Ca.pitoJ. 

and that a morrument be erected in his rr.er.;.or:,-• Bushrod ;-:asnington., nephew· 

of the Ravolutionar.r Commander-in-{;hief and then proprietor of !·i:mnt Vernon, 

refl,1sed to CD nsent to the removal of the remains., because Washington had 

expressly rec1uested that he be buried· at 1-!ount Vernon. Congress therefore 

indefinite~" postpone~ consideration of the bill. In 18.32., another Congressional 

request., vieorous~ supported~- Henry Clay,. the great Whig leader, that the 

remains be brought to ';fashington fer burial in the Capitol, ua.s again refused., 

this time by John Ao Washington, who had come into possession of ?!ount Vernon. 

In 1832 cl2 marble nnusoleu.m was: constructed under the Capitol's Rotunda 

as the last resting place for the bodies: of both George ~,d Ha.rtha Washington., 

but this catafalque bas rer11ained vacant from 1832 to this dayo 
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" • In Ju:cy li:132., the Co!lgress· ner.t au thoriz cct the then large sur:t of t, 5 .,ooo 

for a 1!k1.rble s.ta.tue of i-.rashingt.on to be executed by II a suitable artist 11 

and displayed in the Rotunda of' the Ctipitol. H"oratio Greenough., a noted: 

Boston sculptor then ,·rnrkinG in Ita~-., won the ccr.mti..ssiono He wcrJ,-..ed on it 

for eight :rears o His neoclassic. 2 0-ton statue portra:·ed v:hashington ( :;;rice 

life size) in a Ro~n toga., seated., with bare chest and loos~~ draped. 

The Victorian public was shocked ::hen the statue ;ra.s w1veileci :in the 

Rotw1da in J.8420 The digrxi.fied general appeared., it .-ras said as :iS II entering 

or leaving a bath. 11 Short:cy- after th:i.s1 Congress i'ound it. inapproprlcite 
/ 

~or the Rotunda floor and it ,ras removed to the grounds., ~·;here it suffered 

the whims of ~e ;reather until 1908,. when Congress .finally transferred the 

statue to the Sm:i.:thsonia.i."1 Iru;titution for preservation and e yJiibit. 

In 1853, Congress fir..aI:t- provided for the erection of a.n bronze 

equast1•ian statue of General Fas.1.ington in the District of Colunbia., 

approp;:-ia:,~_$ 50-.,000 to carr-.r out the Continental Congress resolution 

o£ 1783 o Clark ?!i i1<r_, an able young sculptor frcr.i Sy:::·acuse.,~!.Y., 
·Ac-

~\ haa just co;;rpleted the celebrated statue of' Andrew Jackson ~·:hich still stc1.nds 

in I.af'ayette S½.uare in the !rational CapitQ.1 1 ;;as selected to u::-;.ci.erua.ke the 

work. Seven years later., the Hills statue ~;as erected in Washington Circ::!.e 

at the jo:L-it intersections of Pen.,sylvc:nia and Hew Hampshil"e Avent!.es ,:rith J 

and Tr,~e1:.ty-T'n:i.rd streets., 1Iorth ... ·est., and was unveiled on Feb:-uary 22,1860, 

.ti.th :i.mpress~:i.ve cerer .• onies in ~e presence oi: a distinguished gathering. 

The face of the statue was modeled from Houdon 'a celebrated bust: of' the jrneraJ. 
• "" .. t ~ 

and the revolution uniform( and not the Roman toga specified in the resolution 
(\ 

of 1783) vtaa copied .f'roma ~evolutionar:'" one known to have been worn by 

Washine:.ono 

Thus after- a lapse of 87 years from the first proposals to memorialize 

Washington in the District of. Columbia, tk>ngr-ess had provided for the creation 
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of two statues and one empty tomb for this purpose(! 

2 0 The 't':'ashington ?rational Honument Society, 1833-1&76 : 

Follo-.dng the f'ailure of· Henry Clay 1s ef.:rorts ta secure Federal 

appropriation~ for a national monument in 1832·., the Was:ging:.on Hational 

Monument Society ~·ras· fonrred in the District of Columbia. by 2Q\ interes.ted 
• 4 

gentlemen in September 1833 o The association was largely the result of 
± Fu.rr 

the energetic efforts of George Watteyn, /..ibrariab:. of' Congress., and the 

memb~hip :included Colo George Bor.tford., Chief' of Ordnance, Pete Force, 

historian and archivist, Col. Jar.es Kearnl'r'JJ of the Topographical Engineers.,, 

John F.ogers of the U.Se !lai.,7., several journalists, bankers, public of.ficers, 

and businessmen:o 

Chief Justice John ?-L:r·shall., then 78., ,-ras erected its first 

Upon his death: ~ years later in 1835., for:-:ier President Ja-:es Ha.dison was 

erected to succee.d h:i..ile The s·ociety 1s other first officers were \·;illiam 

Cranch., Gliief' Justice af the Dist:-ict Court., First Vice President; Peter 

Farce., Second Vice-President; Thorn.s Ca...-berl.7, fo~er !~:·or- of' v7ashington., 

Thi.."'Ci Vice-President; Samuel !farrison Smith., 

!~ational Intelligencer, Treasurer-J and George 

I 

founder and 1e Q.itor of the 
I -t 

Wat-t.ers/\on., First, Secretary. 

During the period of Madison •s leadership.,. t.-ie systematic collection 

of funds began. As the Society ,dshed the enterprise to be really popular 

and national in scope., cozr-uriliutions were :htltially :limited to one dollar a 

7ear from any pe?'Sone 

4. This Societ-.r ;.;as probably nodeled after the Bunker Hill Monument Association\ 
which had been rounded by 50 interested gentle.r-en in 1623 to aO'.!uire and 
preserve the :dunker Hill Battlefield ut Charlestcr.mJiass • ., and to erect a 
MOrrument tG commemorate that event of June 17 ,1775 o The Association had held 
an ar chit,~ctural contest for the design of the mcnwnent in 1025'. Public fund 
drives ~-r~re conducted throughout New England in lo25'-26 c1nu in the lBJO·'s to 
raise V!e ~ 156.,uoo necess~~ to erect the obelisk and ir.lprove tho grounds. 
The· BurJ:er Hill ii:>numont wa.s conpleted in 1~. Except f·or :;; 7 ,coo provided 
by the State of Il-1ssachusotts-., tho money cane f,rom private contributions. 

entire~~ 
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Agents. for the collection: of con Cl'i1mtions ~-tore appo:tnted for each 

State and Territo170 In addition to individual contributions, monc.7 

w~ col.Je cted on special. occasions n. t public ga theringso Tho econo1uc: 

distress that spread CW"er the nation for several years after the 

Panic: of 1837, however, greatly :inter:f'ered -w:ith the initial efforts of 

the Society to collect funds., and five years later, b:{ the enc. of 18.38, 
5 

only slightly nore t.han $ 30,000, had been raised. 

?{eaJi-while, howe.,er, in 1836 the Society had advertised a cmripe~itman 

for designs of the proposed monumento Of those submitted, that of Robert 

1".ii.lls of South Carolina, er chitect of th.e recent~-(1829) cor.ipleted 
6 

t,T h. ~ 'I "" •• B 1.1.• ch 1•,as LTlgvon rOr.Ul'!.env J.n a v:unore, was • Osen• 11Th• : des• 11 Jr.:,ls . is. :i.gn, ...u. 

eJqJlained,P. embraces the idea of a g..~and c±rcular colonn;.ded building., 

250 feet in diameter and 100 .feet high, from which s:rr ings an obelisk 

sgaft. 7a feet[square] a.t the base arrl 500 feet high, :riaking a total e:teYation 

o;f 600 feet. This yast rotunda[ a circular Greek ternple],form.:ir~c -:he grand 
15 

base of "i:.he !-iorrurnent ,.,\ ~ur:-ounded by 30 columns of Ml ssi-.;e- proportions, 

being J2 feet in ciiameter and 1..5 feet high, elevated upon on lofty base ... 

of• 20· f'eet elevation 2nd 300 feet sqaare., surmounted by an entabla.ture 

of 20 feet high and c rOi-med by a massive 1::alnstrade 1.5 feet in heigh:'i:-011 

AbCW"e the roof' p:f the central portico ~,as to stand a colossal toga­

ila.d figure of Washington drivi.'1g a battle chariot drawn by f'oUl! • 

Arabian steeds. Around t.he rotunda, which Hills called the 11 ?l'ational 

Parrvheon,U· • were to be placed the statues of the 56 Signers of -the 

So The Bu.nker Hill Honumcnt Association was also experiencing diffric-.1lties 
:in rising funds. Two funds drives, one in 183 3 and dlhe other in 16ho, /Pl-If V(:~) 
collected a total of $ 72 ,ooo, enough to complete; the Bunker Hill project • 
in 1842. 
60 I-H.lls: hc>.d also entered the architectural competitman for the design of 
the Bunker Hill Honurnent in 182,; and zubmi tted a plan for a.n obeliclc. • 1:0. 
prize, however., uas awarded and none of the entries were uzed in tho actual 
design of the obelisk. 
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• 
Signers of the Declaration of Independence·. Space was also allotted 

for- statues of other leaders of the American Revolution and for t'aintings. 

or battles and other scenes: ar· that period. 

1n the center of the proposed monument provision :ras to be nad& for 

cli. tomb a£ Washington., in order that his rer:1ains m:i.e}lt be receiYed should 

it ever- be des:ired to bury them in the !rational Capitalo 11A railwayn 1ras '° 
transport v'd.sitors to an cir0ular obser7a tor-J 20 feet in diar.1eter to 

be located atop the square shaft:) Hills estir..ated the cm;t of" c·onstructing 

his design at one million dollars. 

With ~ ·, ·.$ 30.,000 in hand., additional funds was the r.iost pressing 

problem of the Societyo In 1839, there-fore the original limitation of 

contributions to one doa:Ls.r a person was te~ril~; removed s:o that the 

takers of' the national census in 1840 could .freely ~olici t donations. 

Contributions., hmrever., were still w~.f'hlly , inadeq_uate, and in 18!.;.5 

the Society def:L'"litely removed the lir.uta.tio:;. on gifts to one dolJ:.ar. 

In order to encourage do:ri..ations., large nunbcrs of lithogray.ns of the proposed 

monument and of Gilbert Stuart's portrait of "Hash.i.ngton in Faneuil Hall., 

Boston, were made for distribution to contributorso Entertai.rr:tents~ fairs, 

and social gatherings were held in r.i.aey c0l'll!lilll1ities by group_f3 of interested 

women to augmerrt the funds raised by direct contrfrmtiono As a result of 

these ef.forts ov:er a l4 year period, a grand total of about $ 87 1000 was 

gathered by 18h7o 

The Societ:}- no-..r believed that it hRd collected enough money to 

begin construction., but it as yet had no site for the structure. In 1638., 

and again in 1844.,· Congress had discussed the proposal. ar the Society that 

the Federal Government authorize the erection a:t the monument on public land 

in the City of Washington., but no action had been ta.keno In ear:cy- lDhO., 

I • 
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the Congress passed a resolution autharizine the Uashington National 

1-hnument So~iety to erect the proposed 1110!11.llTlent upon such. portion of the 

public grounds; in tho city of WashL"lgtori e.s m:i.eht be $elected'. by the 

President of the United Sta teg and by the Society. The site s.e.}.ec:ted 

consisted! of 37 acres and ;Ia.S the same site, teservation No. 2 1 on which 

L'Enfarrt had pla.med in 1791 to locate th-9 equestrian statue of 

Wash:tngton that the Continental. Coneress had voted to erect in 17fJJ: at 
7 

some future dateo Soil tests, however., revea::led that the initended site 

due south of the tihite House arrtl due west of the Capitol was too marsey to 

support the -:-:eieh,t of the monumento A si tc about 100 feet to the south1-:est 

was chosen and this altered :he r.1omm1ent 's. no~th-south alignment vd.th the 

White House and also its= east-:rest ali.gnment ~-ti.th the Capitolo 

Despite the comprcm:Lse :-rith -the originaJJ~r planned s-:;r,rn:etry, the 

final site of£ered an excellent view of the Capitol and afforded ready 

access to buildine r.aterials b:-ought i...'1.tc the cit:,- by river ba.rges on 

the Potol'Tlc"l.C or by the new Baltirlcre and Chio F..aJ.lroad, T,rhich entered the 

city just 10 blocks from "the site of the mom.unent near 14th and B Street., 

South. The fine-grained -...tite marble was to cone from ¼ua:n-y of Thon\9.s 

Syntington, knoilll as the B'eaver Dam: ~uarry- 1 in Baltimore County., 1-~u The 

stone and sand ;;ere to come from nearb:.J qualTies in l·aryland and Virgi.-ru.a. 

3o Construction of the i;::-ashington :-ooument, Fi:!'st Phase, 18h8-lc60: 

Ch Ju:cy-L:.,1848, Benjamin B. French, Grand ?.faster of the Washington, 
s·, I \A:v· 

n.c., Masonic: Iodge, la.id the corner stone. He used the/\trowel Washington 

had employed at the Capitol in 1793 o The occasion 1-ras a national. celebration 

7. The deed grantfr1g the land to the Society rras executed April 12 .,.1849 
and the site is described as ?.eservation No. 3. 

I 
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and between 151 000 and 20 1 000 people ..rere present. Robert c. Winthrop, 

Speaker of the House of RePresentatives~oolivered tho two-hour keynote 

address. Also in attendance ,rere &esiden-t James Ko .Polk., f'.lture Chif'...f 

Executives, James Bunchana.YJAbraham Lincol.'11, and Andrew Johnson; George 

Washington Parke Custis., the foster gral}dchild of George Washington., 1-irs:. 
(J~ri:cs) 

Alexander Hamil ton., and i.fr-s • Dolley. i·13.dison, -;orere also present o Nev, 

" attention was focused upon the project b:·- the cornerstone cerer10ey and 

n give a pel1DJ"1 appeals went out to the Nation 1s. 3 .,000.,000 school children. 

These ei'forts raised the total of d:.,nations to about C 230,000, a 

substantial sum but s.till '.:"ar short a:f the u-ti.>natcd $ 11 0001 000 needed to 

construct the 600 foot tall me.r:.orial. 

In the interest of ee:ono;;zy-, and sr~ort:fy- afte!" the begmning of ~•iork., 

the origi.riaI. height of the obelisk v.-a.s reduced from 600 to 500 feet., and 
~':,-0~~ 

the constilction oi: the 100 foot high and circu.1a.r II national ?2.ntheorf 
I\ 

was deferred to some future dateo The o-.ciginal foundation of ~he obelisk., 

as eonstructed in J:.848., was 80 feet square at the bed of the f~da.tion., 

and this bed was placed seven feet eight inches below the general level of 

the ground about the structure. The foundation ,;ras. 23 feet 4 inches 

thick., and was S:8 feet 6., inches, 3:1uare at its topo It ,ras built of 
the rubblestone 

large .:)ieces of bluestone gnei~ 1 put in the masonry a.s I\ 

came from the qucirry., the intersti~s between the ;;-.asses be1.ng filled w"i.th 

spawls and a mortar c-omposed largezy o.f pure lime and sand. 
8 

>:"-~ 1. projected 15 feet 8 inches above ground level. 

The foundation 

Construction proceeded under the supervision o.f architect Robert Mills., 

wilo was also creating the u.s o Treasury., RI.tent Ofi'ice., and Post Office 

B. In 1878, eng:ineers studying the foundation discovered that it was inadeouate 
to support: the proj'ected height and weight of the monument. The foundations 
therefore had to be modified and strencthened. 
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buildincs in Wash:i.ngtm1 ciur:i.ne th:1.s periodo The , • ' •• • shaft of the obelclsk 

was: commenced 5.~: feet JJ2 mches square &t the base· • The walls ware _ _,15 feet 

thick and faced with large-grained white marble, in blor,ka of two i'P.0 t 

height and from l) to 18 inches in thic.kness. The r.iarble wa:s sawed wiithcm.t 

reference to the qua..--TY bed, and rubbed smooth. The marble face wa,s bac.tced 

by ·Halls of blue gneiss-stone rubble construction. 

B-,r 18.54, after s:i:c years. of ;.ro:-k, the obelici-: had been built to a height 

of 152 feet, sli~11tJ.,:, Iess than one-third of it~, projected height and the 

Societ::- had e:,.-pended about ~; 230 1 000 for this work, thus. exhausting its 

funds. In an effort to raise r:.ore funds, the Society had invited all the 

States, Territories, counties, cities., ptt_triotic citizens, and even foreigh 

count'l.es to c-or.~ribute stone blocks to enbP.llish the :interior walls. These 
~ 

stones, which were to be provided~- cantribu~·,ine localities, were to be. 

aopr-oxi.1'Ti:l.tel:.-4 feet long and 2 feet hig.ri., and w.ere to bear patriotic· 

ir.scriptions o Among the i'~st presented wm·e stones from >hine, :Dela::•:-are, 

and the Frari-:lin Fire Compa'!"G:-of i·:ashington, D oC, The first. ;;ent in";o 

place at the JO foot level in 18490 Even'ti.la.lJ~t., arr the States and r..ore 

than a score c•:' cities, c:.nd. countr.i.es such as Greece., Turkey, China and 

Jz..pan contributed a total of 190 mer.orial blocks: that were set a;t 10 foot 

intervals along the stairs• 

Pope Pius rx: al.so dona.ted a marble sJ.£.b from 'the 'I . ;;>le of' Concord 

in F.ome but this stone nevf:r reached its :intended place in the r.1on1J1!11:mt. 

The acceptence of this stone was objected to by the American Part-.r, a 

secret antialien and anti-Ca~:10li~ political organization often called the 

nKno-,.;-?rcthing ?art:A., so named be~use when asked about their acti\rities its 

members replied," I don 't know •11 On the night o.f' I·br ch 5·, 185, n grm::? of 

\_J ma.skeet men attacked the watchman at the monument and stole "the i'iarble block 
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It was never seen again and is believed tda have been shatt.ered 

and dropped into the Potomac Riverc 

Its tr~sury ex.11austed., the Honwnent Society appealed to Congress for 

assistance, Plans had been made to pass a resolution on February 22,1855·, 

appropriating $ 200.,000 to continue construction. Its adoption seemed 
; 

assured,. when word ·was. received that on the previous night melllber or the 

American Party had seued the Upnunent Society 1s of.fical records and called 

a meeting to elect new officers. On recro.pt of this news, the proposed 

appropriation was laid on the table a.nd never acted on. .Heamrhile., adherents 

of the American Party who held certificates of r.rer:i.bership in the Society :r.ret., 

ted :-\.. ld f. d ch t\.. • """ .,_. Fr 18,..,... + ous ·i..Lie o of icers., ·an oae 1.eir o;-:n represenl,al,ives,. om :x;,, .. o 

1855 there uere, in effec::t., t.ro \';ashington ~fational :-!o..'1U.-:ient Socj.e"t:i..es., the 

American Par,bod:-.r, :·rhich controlled the records o.:1d "the monu.-:-,ent, and the 

/"'\ disposed old body- ;.;hich refused to recognize the leg-ul.i~ of t.hc action of the 
' . '~..:.-" 

rival organization., Ta further complicate natters., Architect :r:obert :s.J.J.sJI 

iJ'ho had been super-vising construction si_'1~e l048J1 died on i-iarch 7, 1855. 

The American ?arty now atter.rpted to COJ74)1ete the IlT.O?lume1:t and during 

the period 1855 to 1856 the;.· succeeded in raising the obelisk b-.f four feet., 

:from the 152 to the 156. feet 4 1/5 inch level., by using marble on the grounds 

that had been rejected by the master mason. These four feet of infcrtar 

stone pUl.l.5 two additional feet of· badl:" ·,reathered stone later }:lad to be 

re,.-1oved. The efforts of the An:.erica.n ?arty to. raise funds also failed. The 

Knc..r-r:otning Party collips~d politically in 1857 and on October 2OJllo5H they 

finally surrendered control o.f the old Society 1s records to tho former officers o 

1.n an effort to prevent a re~etition 0£ thi3 .... : debacle., an Act of CongrP-ss 

approved Februar-.r 26., 1859,. incorpora:ted the Kashington national 1formr..ent 

I 
... 1 Society n for the purpose of completing the erection nou in progress of a 

.. ,..... ___ .,. ..... --.--~ ........ :-----~•''""~"7:.-.---,.,- ........... _,,. - .... -. •• ,.:-----1 
~ . . 
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'' great National. :~Ant to the memory of Washingto.t the seat of the 

Federal Government~" A new national 1und drive in 1860 netted o~ ~ 880.52:0 

After the expenditure of about $ 300·1 000 from 1833 to 1860~ priva:be ef.forts 

tocor.iplete the great :n.omument to Washington had f"a.iled and the outbreak oi'.' 

the Civil. ~·Tar in 1861 made the continued existence of' Washington 1s united 
9 

nation equalq dO'tjbt.fu.lo 

Llio ,The Unfinished Honument, 1860-1B76: 

Whe n construction on the monument ceased in 18.56; the obelisk had 

obtained a total height of 156 feet 4 1/8 inches• T"ne shaft at its base 

was 55 feet JJ~ inches square and at its top ·the cides. averaged 48 !'cet 

9 5/8 inches in l.engtho The inte!'ior well \.raS 25 feet 1 inch square. The­

aris of the sha.:ft leaned o.ne and 3/4 inches to the northo The thickness of 

the ,;alls at the base i-rore 15: r'eet an.d at the top 11 fe-9t 5/16 inches o The 
10 

weight cf the obelisk a."1.d its fou...-idation was about 32.,l.U tor-J.Se 

Du:-ing the: Civil ;·.:ar (1861-65) this unfinished stub stood. untouched • 

The 37 acres of grounds surrou.nd:L"'lg -..ras: turned into an open grez:L,g pen 

fCTr' cattle, sheep ., and pigs t.."tat ;:ere used to supp~ meat for the Union 

Arey~ A slaughter house, st.ables., and st.orehouse.s stood on the property 

and the areai wc:.s kno:·m as the 11H aahingto~·!onunent Cattle Yard .a The grounds 
I 

also served as: a re-;iount depot, as a caq, ground, and as a drill ground 

for Union troops. ,, 
For 20 years., from 1856 to 1876119 t:d.s hollow-ove:r si.7.ed ch:iJ>u-ie--/1 

stoo<i in its, unfinished sta.teo Hany did not admire it.s design. An edi to::­

. of the New York Tribune c~.~tPd_ on July 1,1875! 

9. The Washington National Honument Societ-.r,however, was more successfull 
in raising /' .·· fund.a than w:ere s:i.nri.Jar assottiations f~~e~ prior to_ the 
Civil ·t;ar for the IJlF,POSe of erecting great cor.1,,1("'Tlora;tii1e h?numents in ~he 
United Stateso Soc,ties formed at Trenton :in llJ43, at Benrun~cn,Vt., in 1653, 
at Saratoea,(0ld Sc~·lerville),NoY. in 165'9 to constru~t heooic...:c_:aled ~at'.:.~ 
momu:1€.nts ~·iere unable to r:i.se even enough r..one"J to starv construcvic::1 prior to 

1861. 
10. Weig.'1t of the shaf't, 23,794 tons, weieht of the fotmdation., 81 139 tons, 

Weight of earth on foundation, 243 tons~ Total* 32sr/6 tonse 

I ! . 
'\ 

'. 
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"The apai for a Fourth· of J~ contri.ion to tho 

Washington l!onur.1ent will not amount to· r.mcho, Public judgement on that 

l2 

aborti(?_n has been IMde up. The country has failed in many ways to honor 

the meldny of its first President,- but the neglect to finish this 1·bnurnent 

is not to be reckoned among them. A wretched design, a wretched location, 

ancf an insecure foundation ma tc-h ,rell. rl th its empty treas: ,ury .11 

· the centennial. observation of. the 100th birthilizy' of the United States 

was to onc:e again revive public :i.rrte:res.t :in the ·i;.rashingtan Honunent project 

and to eive its supporters one more opportunity to ccnvert c:: disaster into 

a brilliant success• 

5:. The !ki.tional Gow~rnment Completes. the :-kimment on a 1Iew P1...c.n .. lll76-l358: 
. atives 

!. co!!l!lI:ittee was aw-ointed by t.11e House of Represe.'1tf\ to ~on.fer with 

the Washµigton l~tional 1-!anu.ment Societ:r and the Chief' of Bngineers, U.S. 
~µ ~,; .. ~a 

Arrrzy-, in 
4

187.3 to study the proble..i'J.S related ~a completing the obells.;:. 

Lieutenant-:;;. L. Harshall., Corps of Eneineers, sub.ut-ted a report on the 

subject in 1ray 1874. Ife recori.mended that the height cf ti1e shaft be reduced 

from 500 feet to Ll5 feet, due to the .:'act that the area covered by the 

f cunda tion ~-ras ir.sufficient to carry the loac:. vri thout causing excessive 

pressures on the marsey soil. 

introduced a concurrent rssolution for the purpose of completing the r,on'.l!llen;t'. o 

This resolution read in part: "~i, the S,3na te and House of F.epresemta. tives in 

Congress assembled, in the m.me name of the 1 ~ .l people oi.' the United !,tates, 

at this, the beginrring of the second centur;~ of national existence~ do assume 

and direct the completion of the Washington Homunent in the City of Fashi.ngton 

and :instruct the committees on appropriations; of the respective Houses to 

propose suit;3.ble provi~ions. af law to carry this resolution inoo effect."'."' 

. f 
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The resolution was passed ID. iJilously in two days by both Houses 

and in obedience to its instruction::. :i. bill for the completion of tho 

Washington }Ionument was at once reported :into the House of I F.eprescntatives 

and was signed into law by ?.resident • Ulysses S o Grant on A 1.1.vist 2 1 

1.876-. This statute appropriated $ 200.,000 to continue construction on the 
,, 

monument., to be expended in four equal installr.rents • It also provided for 

the t~ansfer to the United Stat3s of the ownership of the 156 foct portion 

of the shaft alreaczy- buil.t by the v1ashington national !bnurnent Society., and 

f~•JJ it cr-eated a Joint CoG..ssion to dL~ct and supervise the construction 

a:f the morrument; • The Com,nssion, which was to report annu&lly to Congress 

on t..r1e progress of the ·work and the e::peniitu.res.,was es-tab:ished O!'l September 2., 

1676 ancl consisted of President Grant., Fd.;.,ro.J!...d CL?.rk., Architect of the Capitol., 

Ja.TiEs G. Hill, SupeI"'riSi.'18 Arch::litect of the Treasjµl-:r , :3rig. Gen. Andrew A. 

n, """''1-M,.. r,, • f f ~ · "a-·rc,_ .1.~·: .. ~~~~:-~1)• r -·· t 1 •• ..... • · 1 -'­
.o.u;,~.u. f!'Jp, vi1J.e o .c.ngllleers 1\ ana ;, J.. 'i1 ·,. \Jorcoran, .t l.I'S v ice-l-resiueai. 

of the Hashing:on National !brnment Socis;,.:r, To hanct.:i..e the details of 

construction, the Joint Cor,u;rission established a Building Co::i."id.ssia.---r that 

consisted of the Architect of the Capitol, the Super.rising Architect of the 

Treasury., the Chief of Engineers, and the First Vice ?resident of the 

Society. On June 25.,1878., General Eur,1phrey3 delegated his authori~r to 

Lieute:-.ant Colonel ':'ho;nas Lincol."1 Case--,r:,i Co::-ps of Engineers., ~-;ho becar.ie the 

Arrey engineer :in charge of the project. Prior to this., on January 19, 1877, 

the Washini;ton ~Iational i·t,mti--:tent Society for::!al~· deeded t.l-ie uncompleted 

obelisk and its grounds back to the the United St,2!:, es Government o 

Since the early d.a;rs of its: construction, apprehension hc:.d been felt 

about the foundation of the shaft. The Act of August 2 1 1876 directed that 

a thoroggh stud;r be made o~ this subject. After careful. boring, eJC?-nri.nations1 

and tests of the earth of the site., a board of Arr.~t Engineers., in reports 

dated April 10· and June 15,1877, concluded that tho existinc foundation was of 
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insufficient sp~,d and depth to sustain• the weight of the proposed structure o 

It was also stated that it was feasible to brin6 the foun<.la.tiori to the 
ll 

requirecf s tablli. t:,r by- 1r hooping in"' the e~.rlh upon Hhich 1 t stoodo 

As cE result of this stucv, a. Joint Resolution of Congress on June 14,1878., 

ai thorized the Joint Comr.ti.ttee to expend$ 36,ooo to give greater stability 

to the 
# • ~ 

obelisk) so that the height could be safely carried to 525 feet., 

Construction on stablizing the foundation began on January 28,1879 

and continued until completed 16. months later an 1sy 29,lBeo. Planned and 

supervised by· Lt. Colo Thorras 
f'r,1 J cc"f 

Lo Casey, the cost of this .... • ;,:as ~; 94,k73 .&2 o 

Th:e, }!Ork consisted in enlarcing the area: o;f the found.a ti. ·n by diGging away 701, 

of the earth under the old fountl.a ticn, ~nd to a depth of 13 feet 6 :i.n~hes 

beneath it, and replacing this earth ;.Ji th 2. j,::-tss of concrete extc:iding 18 

feet ·v.-i.thm the outer edges of the old fo'.lnclation., a..1d 2] feet J inches i-:ithout 

•.. , the same line., thus gh"ing a new founca.tion 126 feet 6 inches sq_uare, and 
( . \ 

enare;ing the area of the fou.no.ation fron 6,hoo s<i_u.:i.re feet., to 16,ooo square 

feeto To distritr~! the pressure of the shaft .over this new foundation., the 
1';A"ic 

old rubble-stone,.(as to:-n away from under the -..ralls of the shaft, and replaced 

by a concrete underpir...ning cxtendine out into the nC""w c-om:r-ete slab o I.'1 this 

work 5~ of the cubical contents of :fue old stone foundation -..ras renoved., a.'1d 

L.8% of the area of the shc>.ft undP..rnined. As finished., the n~-r founc1...ation 
:,So skill.fully ,::-as this substitution that the enti...-e 

t-:as 36 feet 10 inches deep; structure settled. o~· a.bout two inches, • 

.' While ";·!ork 011 the foundations .was under..ray., t~ro plans 
r~4. ~o • 

·'-: alter- the original Hills' design of the obelisk ~-rere 
A 

considered by the Joint Commission in 1878-79. The first vras subnitted by 

ll. The board oonsisted of Lto Col. John Do. Y4.1.rtz,. Lt. Col. Q'l\.).ncy A. Gil.more., 
and Lt. Col. James c. Duaneo 

12 • A joint resolution of Jumi 27 1 1879 appropriatccl. an additional $ 6h,OOO 
to co~lete the tas1: of strengtheninc the foundation. 
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the Hunker F.ill 11:>ntL-.ie:lto Story proposed that the obelisk be corr.rerted 

in a giant and Ol-n:ate ,: Lombardy Tower." In order to. have constructed the 

shaft on the Story design some 41½ feet of the e.x:i.sting r.rommient would have 

had to be taken down., in order to rebuilt. it again with the w:indo...:s located 

in the lower porti9n of the shaft just above the proposed loggia. After 

careful. consideration, the StoI7 pian v!a.S re-jected in 1879. 

The second planJI 5uggested by George R3r::ins ?-arsh, schoJ.E.r and then 
both .,..,.,..."lff0 I 

U.S. Minister to Ita.~-, was: adopted .and/\ greatly al.tered and ir.lprove~the 

original Kill 1s design, eliminaj:r.ine the proposed fJ.....1.t apex of '!:he cbelisko 

}t-3rshi had studied the obelisks or c1.ncient E~pt and he sucgest~d in lBVo : 

11 Throw cut all the gi.'1.gerbr~ad of the :5..lls desii,71 ancl leep on2.:- :.he obelisko" 

Based on his study of the best-~:nc-,;r.. Lr;:.~ian obelisk~ he had &lso 

deteIT".ined ti1at their heights ::-ere alnost p:·ec:..se~ ten ti:.~es t..~ELU- base 

climensior.s. 'l':"lus i.f ";he base of the t-:ashi.ni;ton shaft ,,as 55 feet square at 

the bs. se, t."1e r.iom.:.r.:ent sho-..ild raise -:.o a he::..gn~ of 550 and not to 600 feet 

as :proposed i'l'l the 1-iiD.s design, or to o:n.l:r 500 feet as proposed in t.he 

r..cne',r-saving plano In February 1B79., :-6-sh fu;-ther suggested: "There will, 

no d.oubt., be people who ,;-;i.11 be foolish enough to .insist on a peephole 

sor.iewhereJ ar.d if the:,- must be grat.; -f'ied, the w:i.ndo;.1 should be bf the e-..:act 

forr.i .and size of one of the stones, and provi.ded ,dth a close-fitting shutter 

colored.· eJaict:ty like the stone., so th.:i.t whdi 1 shut it -;rould be nea:-~ or 

IJ. George Perkins 12.rsh., 1801-::!..u62., 12.;~-er, diplor.iat, briJ..lant scholar, 
and the father of the Conservation I,~ve::-ierrt in the United States, tias torn 
at Wood.stock., Ve::.-nont., :in l801. Gr.s.dua.ting fron Dartmouth Col.2.ege. in :!.D~o, 
he studied law and .:as admitted to the bar at Burlington,Verr.1ont, in 1825. 
F.e €l}tered politics as a 1.-:hig in 18.34 and i."1 lBL.9 was appointed 1-linister to 
. ·:,: :_ :J,\.rke:r, in ·.rhich capacity he ser7ed until 165h o He became a :r:epublican 
in Itl56, and .from lfl60 until his death in liW2, was United States Hinister 
to Italy. :i·ar~h's-ereat ser:ci.n."l.l v;o:-J-:., 1~n and Ii2.ture, or ~v-sic.:i.l Geography 
as Hodified b": Hur..an Action, was firs't publisiicd. in I:ew :'.'orl: Ci:.:- ir; }},bu. 

This· voltune beca.":",e botn tho opening {;\111 and the intellectual bible of the 
subsequent leaders of the Conservation ::overnent in the United S~'1.tes during 
the 19th cnntury. 

l3 
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quite i.fiPerceptible from beJlowo 11 

·By April I9.,188o, the Joint Comr,rl.ssion for Campleti."lg the Jronµ::ment) 

• and 
the Building Committee-., . ~ the Congress, had agreed to adopt • 

Ms.rsh 's suggestions as to the height,- 55;;· ~eet., and that its .form uould 

be obelisk o.f the proportions and the ,dnt!cr:·is of· the size proposed by 

Hu-sh. 
; 

Work on the .foundations: w-as: completed c.r !·13.7 29,1880. Ch June 7, 

1880_,work began on covering a portion of the net-r .foundation with the earth 

that had been excavated from around a..--id beneath the oric:inal .foundation. 

T"nis embank:rcr.t., completed on J~,- lO, provi_c.ed a terraC'.e aro:mct the 

monument that ;,-as 30 feet w-:ide and 17 .::·eet hig.11er t.-:.ian the :l.evcl of :,he 

SU!Tcrunding 1ando L, 1851 this terrace ·,.;as f m·~h.(;r enlarged to f orr.! a 

square that .. -as l.75'. feet id.de at the crest and 220 feet square 2.t -the 

f oat of the slopes, 

L-:ivestiga.tion o:f :.he shaft revPa"'ed that the stcnes set by th~ Anerican. 

Party i..--r 1855-56 a top 0£ :..he shaft !-.ad di sin-tgra ted and that the m<'.l'bl~ faci.'1.g 

had been disp1£..ced and. spalledo Th.Tee co~ses of these s-"-...ones., or six feet 

:i_.,_ heit;ht, s;-;ere re:.ioved from the :.op of the obelisk bet,een Jul:· 15' and J..11&1.1sfJ 

2' .,1880., thus reducing :.ne r:onur-:en:. to a height of 150 feeto The task of 

setting new stone on the obelisk ~-,e1,rtcd on August 7,1880 .'.lr,,d ~· the end of 

the year 26 feet hmt been added to the height of the !'ICmur.e~·.t, thus bringing 
finc-grai.."1ed white 

the shaft up to the 176 foot level" '!'he newt\ marble was provided under. 

contract b:,r K'ligh Sisson fror.. the same r.eaver·i)am C.;uarry near B~lt:irnore that 

had furnish the mz.rble for the ffr st 156 f ect. From -:he a to the lSO 

feet level the Iilf:rble was. back~r blues-to~gn.eiss., from -tJ-rn 150 fe~t level to 

the 4:::;2 .foot level the na.rble .facing was backed by ifow Er..glnnd granite., 

and the remainine 103 feet of the shaft., from the h52 to: the 555 foot 

( .
1 

levels tas constr1.1cted entirely of r'l2.rbleo 
· ..... 

I 
\ 
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·nie shaft reached !, 250 foot leve1 in 1881, -Ille ! foot leveJL m 
1.882, the 410 foot level :in 188,3, and the cap stone was afi:r.ed 

at the ;,";;s; f'eet 5'. 1ft •.· inch level on December 6, 18Blh The shaft of 

tbe obelisk~ 50a feet 5 'J:/8 inches high and the /f py-ram:i.dion or apex 
~ . ':.. . , 

w~ » feet tall~ The shaft at the top~~ 34 feet 5:!.2 inches square and 
The weight ,.of the sh:::.ft is 81,120 torin an__cl,~9,f the foundationjS36.,912 tons. 

its walls at this point are 11J feet thick •. ;\' The cost of construction 

from 1848 to 1884 was approx:L-nat~,. $ 1,187 ,7l.0,'3l.e Of this: smn., the 

Washi..,~on Hationa.l !·!onwnent Socie~'" had provided about $ 300,000 and the 
. J.4 

u.s, Congress:$ 887, 710.3:r.. 

On F b ,, 1 l"J8C" ·-r • • • ' n. th,.;.,.. ...1 ., ... e ruary <'.'. , , ? , • asnmg-c on s l.iJ.r ,'-'C\1-, • .,.1e .·.ommen11 '1-.as 

formally dedicated by President Chester A. J...rthur in the p::::-esence ~ 

several descendants of the ';·:ashineton farriJ'.y, and a vast t,hrong of visi :.ors 

fron ail over the nation. T'nus ,.85 )--ec:.rs af'ter its ori 6:i.r..::1 proposal in 

Y.ay 1800, Congress sa.-;.; the cor1pletion of a norrmental-sized r:re.:orial :.o 

George ,icl.shington. 

Three Lrore years of' work, hm;ever, We!'e required to conulete 
f;.,·r->rcv.! • 

the in~ior of the obelisk and the grounds, before - • visitors- could 
. J\ • " -.... ~ 

be adnitted to the mont1J;:ent., In 1B85 the I original doarwavs in the shaft 
~ w 

were redesigned and modified. fa accordance· with Robert :fills s original 

design, two large Egyptian doar~:ays, each 15 feet high and 6 feet ~d.de., h~d 

been built into the east and i-l'est ele\~tions of the obe~isk prior to 1854 0 

Eacb door was surmounted. by a heavy pediment a.."'ld an entablature upon which 

was carved a winged ball and ithe asp. In 1885 the projecting jru:tb51j 

14. Because of the fenter.nia.l and apparently because· the momliilent associations 
had lec1.rned how; to lobby effective~ ,Congres~ vm_s also f rpropriat,~~, ~beral 
sums of r:roney to erYJct other great monHr.ients J.n me 18C0s .. Gongress/,provicied . 
$ 100,000 to erect the Yorktcr.:n Honu.':lent c1.t '!orktmm., Va., :in 1880; $ 70,000 
to built the Sc.rd.toga. Battle !'imur:1cnt at Schtr;rlP..rville.,!J .Yo i.., 1681 and lGSh; . 
$ 40 000 to help erect the Bennington Bnttle Honu.,nent at 1Je:n.nj_'1gton., Vt. jn 18cJoJ 
and $ 30,000 towa.rds the Q.. onstruction of the Treitton Battle :1or:ument at T:i;-enton., 
N.J • in 1884. State -legislatures- ~lso voted considerable sums of ::rone:,,· to 
help_ corn:;tr1.1ct al]. of these mounV'rne11ts:,: with the cxcept:ion of the one at 
Y or J;t cun • '-'° • 

'' ' ' 
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• entatAlature., and pediments: were dressed down to the planes of the 
I • 

faces af the sbaft, and the west- door:-1c1.Y was walled un with lafr.e,. 
such as 1ms used in thefacing the lower part o 0 :.ne waXlso 

.grained marble,/• The east entrance, now tho only doorway to the obelislj:, 

was reduced in height froIT1 15 to 8 feet., and was closed by two marble 

doors: or slabs, rev.olvine upon heav1· bronze hinges., the weight of each 
I 

leaf., over hal.f" a ton, be:ing supported upon-a steel friction roll.er 0 

Also installed in 1885 was a clectric lighting plant to light the interior 
with 7~· incandescent electric lar.:ps , 

of the morrumentl\ ·.-lig.'litning conductors· or rods., and rorble sr.t11tters- on 

the nine -;.;:i.ndows in the py-.rrunidion. In 18U6 the interior iron s-1;.aircase 
& Coo 

with 898 Jteps :-;as completed in Apr:il; otis Brothers/of !,iew ;:'ark City 

a:liso installed a steam"."'operatered pc.szenee~ elevator in the shaft; and 
25' 

the Doer inside ~"1e monu..':lent -,.-as p:;.ved. ,d:~h blue stone flar;Ginee 

A stone one-story boiler house~ constructed of J:efuse granite and rmrble, 

vras built at a point located :'50 feet s0ut..•r;-xest o.f the ~onnent lh"'lder 

c:ont...-act v."ith: 1·:-n:~m :Sradle:,· a.f :-:ashi.."1gton,:SaCo at ct cost of$ 6,991.:05'8. 
and ing 

A pipe tunr1el, located be:r"eath -:he si.u-f.:-.ce of the .ground, connect1 l the 

boiler house and engine house -~-- b~- an brick arched passacewa.y th..""ee 

feet ;tide and 4 feet 3 inches high 
---- ·---------, 
( ,-d th the mornunent ;was also c cnpleted 

·' 
:in 1886. This tunnel carried on its floor the steam pipe ta and the 

e:;r.haust-pipe from,the engines at the , foot of the non~lJ.1.Pnt. The eng::i.ne 

house, vrr:ich accommoclP.ted the dynmano and enc:ine used for lig.11ting the 

interior of the shaft, ;.raa-rebu.ilt and e:-'.larc;ed in 1086. This ::;tri.lcture, 

located on the terrace at the foot of the monument, was built of iron 

and masonr-.r and has a copper covered roof• The total cost of the heat:ing 

15. The cost of this interior ,;ark in 1885-86 uas as follo:rs: electric: lieht: 
plant, $ 1,872 .oa; Iron work for interior stairs and pL,•,.:f:,forms, ~. 2O,591 .. CO; 
Lightmi.ng rods,. $ 1,271.GO.; rorbL~ for door-.-.-ay-, $ l,375'aOO; inscrtin6 53 
memorial blocks or stones in interior wall, $ 1,825000; and in:ri.allinc 
passenger steam elevator.,$ 2.,740000. Total,$ 29.,6740 

\ 

'\ 
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plant, includmg the boiler hcuse, two new boil~ the pipe tunnel., 

steam pipes, and the· rebuilt. eng;_ne·houso, was$ l6J!598o,5'.0. 

Toi 1887 ll more memorial: stones ;;:ere ins-orted in thr interior 
an 

walls and ,A apron of granolithic pavement 10 feet wide was laid about 

the f'oot of the shaft tp pr~.rent the v-ashing out of earth by storm 

wa.ters. The chief project from 1887 to 15fa, howE!'lrer, was the placing 

of scme 25·0.,000 cubic yards of' earth about the base of the mcnu.":lent and 

in Babcock Lake, which 
16 

$ 97 ,500-.00 .. 

was located just to the r!orth oi it, at a coe,:_t o.f 

The purpose of this f:iJ.I :-:as to. blend the terrace· of 

the lll01.L'1l'!":ent ;ti.th the surrounding :b.nd so a.s to give tho :-rhole area 

a natural a.ppea-ranceo 

T'ne monument i-l'aS affical];l opened to visitors o:i October 9 ,188t. 

Total cost of construction of t:ie r.onu."'lent r:.:r.d i.-:provenent of t:1P- [;rounds-

from 1848 to 11380., ;;as approx:i..rE.te~ $, l.,hU9;,>00o Of :his tcv,_]_., the 

Wash.in~on ~rational !-bnurrien~ So~iet~· hc.d ~o:rtribu:-eci abou::. t 300,0:-x) and 
J.7 

the U.S. Congress $ l_,109;;:;00o • 

In 1888-89., th='e ',; ashineton ~;a tionaJ. !-£>;rur.:en:. Society had. a one-stoz-:r 

marble lodge house const:-'Jcted at their m:.;i ro:per:se- at a point about h80 

feet to the east of the morr,.unento Designed by .,"l.~ chitects ~Tilliam M. 

Poindexter l: Campaey of ..-;ashinc;:.on, D .c. and erected at a cost of $ ll,650, 

. the lodge house ;.;as tranzf e:::-red by the Socie·i;y to the jurisdiction of the 
'.., 

l::ri.ted States in l889o Visitors- to the .r.Ol1l..i1'.tent -:-~ere asse1·:blcd at the 

lodge and ,·,hen a sufficient rn.u:-.ber had conf,-rcgated:J the:,- ,•:ere escorted~ a 

guide to the mtmument • 

17e 1'.,. See Appendix No. 2., for~i:inual ,, appropriations, 
and expenditures., l8h8-1.e88~c.1~.uo[:;TBSS of c-onstruction m1d totc.l cost~. 

16,, Ll.eut. Col. John H. v.'ilson, Corps f)f F.ngineers, ,:as in charge of 
work on the r.romur.ent and grounds aft,::r April h.,188U, when 1icuto Gol. 
Tho:r:os L. Casey was relieved of his duties as engineer-in-charge of the 
project at his o;.;n request. 



_,,,, .. -- .... 

All wu on the morni.ment and grounds: v~15 completed by Docember 18[;8. 

The Joint Comr.d..ss:i.on fa= the Co:mpletio...-i of the Horru:m.ent was- dissolved 

at its own rE:X1uest by A:ct of Congress approved 0:::tober 2 .,1888, and :.he 

Secretary of War ;;as· charged with the custody., care., and protection of' 

the momnnent thereafter. From October 9,1808 to 19J.2 a total of 3, 73h.,L.19' 

people visited the top of the n:mument, averaging about 155.,600· persons 

a year. The 50th millionth visitor visited the obelisk on 11:irch 7.,1969. 

6.A.lterations to the ~fomunent, 1889-!978: 

. ¥688? ;:hen the monument was opened to visitors, it took passengers 

riding on the steam elevators; l2 minutes to reach the top. Tim electric 

e.l.eva tor installed in 1.901 reduced this riding tilne to £ive minuted .. 

linproved electric eleVP.tors were used in 1926 and 19590 The present riding 

tinE to the _top is one minute. 

Th~ first exterior searchlights 11ere pl.aced in use in 1929. Later 

red aircraft-warning· signals began fJ.ashing from the observation w:i..ndows, 

and., in 1958., from holes cut just above the windows for better visi~ility. 

In 1959 new· f19odliE7,ts- of more than 92-.11:illion candlepower were i..,stalled. 

Also in 1959~ a giant dein.u:d.difier was installed in the basement of the 

ll10I1Ur.1ent and this ended an old Homunent p:1~or.1enon - the- moisture 

condensation thc>.t had long precipitated as indoor rain. 

T-..n.ce fu its life time (1934 and 196l:i:) the great white marble shell 

o:f the obelisk has been repaireli. a1.:l scrubbed frOJ!l base to tip. 

Bars wer& first installed in the observation windO\;s in. 1926 to 

prevent suicides (o.f which there have been five) and :i..n 1961 safety class 

was also placed in these wi.'1.do-,rs at the 50L: foot level. to prevent thoughtkss 

visitors from tossing objects out of these opening. 

• I 
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From 1848. to 1901.llJ the i-lc.shington Honument stood in what the 

editor of the ~ Tork Tribune accurctt el~r decribed in 1875 as 11• a 

wretched location," - _on ·1ow marshy :tand, with the waters of the 

Potomac River to the west and of I.ake Babcock to the north almost 

reaching the foundations of the obelisk. In 1882 the Congress· made .. 

the first of' a series of appropriations to provide fcrr the re·cl:'.amation 
a:,..J. 

a:f these Potorna,c ~id.al flats marshes that lay ir.mted.i£.tely to t.he ~-!''?-st 

" and south. of the monument. 
--- - ~~ 

I 
.. • FrO!il August 1882· ta· July 1912 the Corps: of Engineers expended 

a total of $ J.,388~500 to crmte 739 acres of new- land. The tidal 

_ basin was completed in ;,nrch 1890; 412· acres of what is now-kn~m as 

West Potol'\'lcl:c Park rras finished in 19cn. c!:Q.,d t.~e 327-;..c:re area now· 

kn~ as East PotOI!'ic Park was :recl'?lir.ted: in August 1911.. 

The 4l2 acres af n9'.r land m· ..rtvt is nmr West / 
.( I(\ • 
·. nrt.Oii"..aC 

• Parle made it possible by I.901 to greatly ilrlprove the set.ting of the 

Washington Honument by landscap:ing and developing the area as: a: public 

park. Consideration of improvenents began in 19000 

.·.,. . .; 

l 
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-b. The • ,,HcH:i)Jian P'!a-o.J200-1212. • 22 

Orr December 12·;1900., commer..oratj_ve exercises· celebrating the l0oth 

anniversary of the removal. the seat ~f the Fr: .'l.er?.J. Gove:-::::ent fro:r.t 

Philadelphia: to Washington ,D .c . opened at the : White House and Ga pi:P>l o 

Th~ keynote o:f the celebratior. wa:s the :i.mprov.erient of the District of 

Colu.iib:La in ~ r.n-~er comr.1enm:rate· with the ~gnity e.nd resources of 

- the United St.ates., ,·rhich was t.~en beginning· to emerge as a 1-rorld pmmro 

The k.erican L"ls.titute af Architects worked with the Senate· 

Cor.u:ti ttee on the District af Colurr.bia to prep~re: a general plan for 

the developrnert a.f ai public park system for the Distric~. A Senate 

sub-cornmi ttae was <1ppointed to handle this task ' and it became known as 

the l-1-:!1:illin Commission., so n@"led after Senr,tor Janes- B. ltc.!·fi.11.an. 

Experts reco~-]'!!e:irl.ed by the A.c--:1erican lnstitu.tc of .Architects were. 

engaged by the McMillan Co!'T:!iss:ion to help prepar.e-<i a rnster plzno 

Four noted. Americans- Architect Daniel Ho Burn.11.a:m of Chicago., Frederick 

I.aw C>.nstcad,J .r.~landscape arch.itect of B:cooldir~}!a.ss., ··'architect 
< 

Qia:-le~ F. I~K:L.'1 of ?Tew' York City., and iculptor August-is Saint-Gaudens.> 

also !bf Hew York City, ?TB.de up this Park or :SurrJiam Co:rranission. I 
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After e--.A--tensive stucy here and m E~ope, the Pc.rl: Co!"!Mission 

proposed the- res-"'v0ration cr.f Lo 'Enfant 's Ch-and A.venue on a di.-er.t line 

connecting the Capitol and the v!ashi."'lgton Momunc>nt •with the great 

greens,.."al"d and fcru.r rows of. _elms bor~ering it. Burnham 1-rrote: 

l r.r .,,... -~~ •- d .1... t · ta • ~,._ t • 1 ·"e pr0pr.se --a great _c;;en vis 1.,c1. an uua vis - is t.ite grea arch.i:tectural 

featu..i.-e.,. if we m?'.y spe::i.k alf.' landscape w?rk as c?.rchitecturau.. Tue center 

is to b~ grass, like a; gr~3n ec:,rpet, -;.rith roc~<lwaJ!i or. ec:::ch side, overhung 

by trees. The width! of the 1~ fror.1 buiJ,Jjng to building is ai ··- • ___ _ 
~ 

·1 
little grea•ter than the length rcJf' ~he Capitol., a!:; it shC'U.l."1. be. The 

Mall bu.ildin 6s: forn the o.rc..1-iitectural lines which !earl up to the Capitol,? 

Accepted· by Senator M::i'6.. 112:i,Chairnan o:f the Senate Cor:mttee err, 

· :prezented his repor-: 1 .-. ---

,• • -·• .. :..!. .• - - . __ · ,.,:: , based or. t..~e Bu....-::111?..:.'1 study., to the Senate on Jarruar:," '••; :--r•·c.-4 

This be<AJ':le lmown as: th~ 1~ti_1"l-i;:,n plan for 19Ck;· for tl':.e· 

"improvP.r.iEmt o:f the Fark System crf the District o:f Colurnbia-.11 

noted: 

With regards to t.~e i·:ashington Hon".lmerrt, the HcMil1ian pkn 

In 1901 the immediate surroundir.gs of the 1.~on-
ument were so inadequate as to ca.:isP. ·:Jle beholder \ 
near at hand to lose that very sense of gra,.,-..1dc"..l.l' 
which it inspired from a distance. The lack of 
.bftr.nonious relationship betY~en it and the great 
.structur-cs with which it. c1:::: into juxtanositio:1 
dl.sturbed one I s sense of fi·~ness. No POrtion of thP. 
task before the Commission required more study and 
ext~nded consideration than had the soluticn of the 
problem of devising an O.P'Orc,nriate setting for the 
Mon~cnt. The ·"res.ti:::.:mt here proposed was the 
one which seemed best adapted. to enhance the value 

,or th~ Mcmu~ent itself. Tak.m. by itself, the Mon­
ument stnr.ds not only as one of thP. most stupendou.EJ 
work~ of man, but also as onr~ of the most beautiful 
of h1.llllru1 creations. It is ~t once so grP.at end so 
simnle that it seems to b~ o.:'.:nost o. work of nature. 
Dl?ritlnatiri;'. the er.tire DJ.stri< t uf Colurr.bie., it h.a.s 
taken its pl~ce with tr.e Capitol s.nd the White Hc~se 
as one or the three f orcmost nati-:>~10.l str.ucturel'J .. 

l 
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As to the proposed treatr::c:it of the ;·,brru.-r.ent grounds., 

the Hd1i.llan pl.'.l.n recor.::.endeid: 

b. . . Iru? Wgs}!incrto.n.lt0num~nt. -~From this 
croos axis the carpP.t cf ~ee~a...-d. of the Mall 

. stret~hes westward.. The bordering columns of 
·elms march to the 1.{on~ent grounds, climb the 

• slo~ and'spread thernselvP.s to righ~ a.~d left on 
e:denied terraces to form a g:-eat bcdy of green,· 
stren.rthening the broad. Platfonn f!':>□ which the • 

. obeli.3k rises in ~jestic serenity. The groves 
on the terraces would becaI:c Dlaces of rest, from 
which onP. \'Jould get wide views of t.'.le busy city: 

•. of the White Eouse, surr01mded by it.s ample grou.."lds; 
.of the Cauitcl, cran-:rlr.g tae heights at the end of 
the brood vista; of sucny strctchc~ of river winding 

.... at the. foot of the Virginia hills • 

. Axial relations between the V/citc_ House a,nd 
• the. MmUiter.t y;cre ci-ee.ted ty the cc:J..Struction of 

.. • a sun 1~en gard.~n en the r.estern side of t!1e gr1?at 
shaft, the trr:.e. lin~ oassi!:.g throw::1. ·fae center 
of a ~rreat round nool to 7.hich marble steDS lead 

• • do;m f'or"ty fe~t from tn2 Monument l').!.'l:-:for.:!l. St.1!'­
rourufod : by·terr==.ces bearine el.ms,. la:.d out with 
forms.: ;atr.s lined by hedges and atlJr~ed with 
small trees, enric~~d ~Y f~unta.ina md tcople-like 

, atructl:.!:es, the l~on'..l."Tent Gordens wulld become the 
/ ·gem o~ _the U,.~11 systeci. • • • . . .. 
I 

Seen f:!-0!!1 the lc~ver le·,~l, th~ Mom.1.G?ent would 
. gain rm additional height cf n-early 45 feet, while 

tlt th,? same tim~ notb.ing- r;culd be: ello·,,ed to ce:ne 
So near as to disturb the i~olation w.=iich the· 
:V..omun-.mt demar!ds. 

The formal ga--tlen.,wnich ;;as. to be located bet,reen t.'1.e lhnun<mt 

and 17t~ Street., was to serve three arcllitectural pu.rpC!OQS : 

1. It ":ras to be the connecting liflk between the 1h11 developncnt 

on the ea,zt and the propo::;~d Lincoln 1-i:rnoria1 development on th& ..rest., 

·which due to the con.figuraticrn of the g:-ound were pl.."l.ced a., different 

levels, the ?hll beine some 23 feet higher. 



2'. It was to open and. accentuate the North-South Axis throui;;h 

the White House al.cng the 1-~:-ida:n o.f.' i·:ashington. 

3. It was to furnish- a settL--ig at the base o.f th A lbma,1:::nt., ,-,i1id1 
1:i M4 Cl T,'1/......_ i 

when "\!'imi&. .fro;:i the vrest HOL'tD It-\VE A F0R!-ta.lit~r cor:imen!iurate with 
A 

the surrou."1d.ine,s of the Lincoln !·~morial o 

As the- ~cut ion a:f t.11is part of the !)reject . , / involved· a, very 

heavy fil:t e.:sst of the Mcnu.-:i~nt together with ro.....,_~~siire a:nd. deep 

excava:tion to the 1-;est thereof., the q:uestion arose a.-3 to the ;ross:.ble 

hazard to the 3ta.bility af the Hc:-r.1.1:1ent that might: result .fron the 

u:ibalz~cinc; af ~u.b~oil pressures-- arising fron mrch sut:::;-t.:-.:::.::....::..1 chE,ngeso 

. +rr 1930 a, comr.ri..ttee of enginee:-s was a.ppoi.-iwc:· to i~c.:;t::..ec•te and 
, 18 

the vicinity- of the :ronwnPnt., with s~mples of e3~·-tl-i take:1 at iour-foat 

• in.terv-also 

These borings disclcssd. the e:,;:;.coe::re of o, S1'S:,ected t,itherl.o 

unknown strat- ... ua of blue cl,:.:,·~ aV{lro.ging ho feat in thic!:r.css.,·.:...--,,:cfl~ ...,_5 ~-...e 

betl of sand and gravel upcr.i which the ~-b11UT;1ent rests-., -:::.nd o:fter an 

• +. ,. • ..- ..l.:.... -'-h • • 1 31 .., e.:ma.us ..,ive ana..zy-51!'; o_ con;,.(!_ vions., u e engine9!'S 1Il 9 ::::-eporteu 

$favorably as to th.c execution o:.' • the :t1ropa::red 51.lI'J:t=m g.;.ucm plan. 

The formal garden plan was thus never carried into effect. The 

Monu."T!Bntls sUITcundings,.howveur., have beeh va~,. :u;;proved ~ince 1900., 

when the Hall area was an unsightly clutter of railroad tracJ.-.s., m1phBzard 

build.L'1gs., marshes .,and tidal flats• 

The Washington Monument was adr.rinistered by the Office of Public 

Buildings and C'rTounds to 1925· and then by the Office of A1ulic Buildings 

180 This cor,u:tl.ttee of lcr-rrry Engineers ,;c.:.s comprised of :LicutoCol. Uly·sses 
GTant.,III; ?-bjor Douglas ff. Gillette_; 1,~. J. Vipond Davies., Hr. Iazarus 

White., anc::. !·!r. John t. Hagle., ti-1e :i:ast three being civil ,:,ngincers • 

s. 

, I 
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and Public Perks 
.. / . ' , ,• ,·,• o.f the National Ca~ti.al until August 10 1 1933, 

when the obelisk and its 106001 acres of' Fec!era~r oimed land- :} w.ere 

tran§f"erred to the ?l'~tiona1 Park Servicea· 

C:o Exist:L'"lg C oncli tiomr: 
'l-ne granite boiler house,. cor.rpletecf in 1886 and. located about 750 

feet southwest of the monument., now serves as headquarters for the ., 

National Park S~vice ?·~.:ll Operations Officeo The brick tunnel, built 

in 1886 to ca.rr-y the sterur .. ~ pipes . : .: .. • , from the boiler house to the 

:monument., has been blocked off at both ends. The marble Fashin(:,-ton 

¥.cnument T.odge, fini~hed in 15U9., is now used as: a ootrven.ir store and 

an addition made to the rear serves as a snack bar; both of these 

~acilities are operated by·; concessionaires. 

The Jefferson Pier which 'I'hoT-'.as Jeff er son had crec~ed as a nark er 

at th€ intersection cf IL--ies ciue south of the 'White !iouse ;;.rrl cfue west 
r·\ 

\ ·:' frOI:1 +..he Capi t· ~al stands about.loo.· feet ho::---.,h;.rest af t.'1e monu.":'lent • First 
\j 

set i.'1 place in 1810., the pier w ..: removed subsequently but -:.1-ras 

reinstalled in I925o 
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T. H.M. Pierce., F.obert· Mills~ Architect of the i-lashinr,ton 
11omunent1 17tJJL-lB5;, (Hew York-; N.Y • ., J..935) o 

-- .. ·-----··-..... - . .. ;.: . 

Freid:e-1., Frank., and tonnclle Aikman., George 1·iashington, Han and ?bnument 
( Waishington National 1-!onUJoont Association., Washin~on 
, D_ .c . .,1965) • 

tr-- • 1" de • • 'T' ( ) u-~ .,_ f • h • r i.. • -'- IT t • 1 nc1.~·v ey r re r:i.cK ..uo C"OJ'l!P o nJ..S vOr;'f. 0 t,, ~ ,., clS ,a.ng 1.,0il ,n J..0'1ct 

lfonm:ient Soc i etv (i-J a~r-~ingt on _;D .c . ., 19 03 ) o 

Senate Doc-:.L-nent l:o,.22h, ~7f ... h Congr.~ 2d Sess. 
{)J eria.2 No • !-!43 6 ) 

---· - --

01.szewsld., Gecrge J • ., A Hi::::-':.cr;r of :.he 1:·IashinGton I!omL'"l:m:t lEt!t-
19 0ffice c~ i:iistc:r:r ar.ci. historic Ar~Ji.i tecture, 
~asterrn Ser.,rj_~e Center, NatioT".::tl Park Scr11ice., 

Washine:.on, D.C., Apr:il 1971). 

rn , • G J no t f ---h 1~ ll T,[ ... --~ ..... (' cn,-.c,.: _,. v.:...s:zews.a.., eorge ., n::!.S ory o " e -~ .,, c.S!'",~. 6 1.,on,~ •'-' o v:.~ ..... ce OI 

History ahd. rii.storic Archi"ttl:"e, B~stem Serr.ice 
Center, !rational Po.:-k Ser..ricc., :-.rashington.,DoC._, 
M3rch 1970). • 

Washington l{onu.~ent 
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Na1,1e of 
Mornunent 

1. Washington 
Monument 

2 o • Bunker Rill 
~i:lnument 

3 .lfash:i.n~ton 
ronument 

4. Sarato~a 
Battle ll:mument 

5 .Yorktmm 
Victo1"".r 
! ~onurne~t 

b. Benr.ington 
Battle 1-!onwnent 

··-. 
(1 

APr~;NDIX NO. 1- Checklist of chie£' 19th Contury- J11mnorial rnommon ta 
o.f heroic f,cale 

-
Evonts- Dates of Cost of I 

wcation C 01:ir.or.~ora tod Desib~er Cons truct,ion Coustruct ·.on Description 

Baltimore, Georgo Wash- Robort Hills 181)-1029 $ 20J,76h.oB Harble Doric column 
l·kl• :i.ngton 's services 16) feet high on a 

as Ge11oral, rectanb'Ular base, 
177)-1703 • 17' statu"J of Wash • 

Charles& Battlo of Bwu:er T ,oar:urli Baldwin 1825-1842 $ 156,218.14 Granite obelisk • town,Ma.ss o Hill 1Juno 17, & Solonmn 221 1 511 hieh and 
17750 Willard . JO feet square at 

base. .--... 

$1,409,SOO.Oi) Hhite :narble_opelisk, ~·:ashington, Washington's Robert Mills & lUhB-1888 
o.u, servicos as George Perkin[ 555 1 S l/6 11 high and 

r,cnornl nnd Jhrah 55 feet :::;quan·• at the 
first President bnsoo 

r 

Schpylerville Tl-10 Battles of 
vor110rstonn, 

Granite obelisk 154 
J .c. Markham 

lfY/7 • • 
(Old Saratora), Saratoga, Sept- Shaft, 10 6].,.. $ J25'.,00Q: feet high., adorned 
~I.Ya ember 19 and 1ou2. 1890 \iith Ruski."lian Gothic 

Cctobor 7,lT/7 &: revival orliP.mentso 
Surrer.cler,Oct.17, 20 ftosqua .. :o at baseo 

~ 
~; 

► 

! 
I 

I 

' -
\ 

. 

• 

., 

1777 • • -' 
IYorktmm, French Alliance of Richard Horris 1881-85; By Con{.Tess white marble 
!Va. 1778-UJ and Victory iunt I J. Q .A .Ward • colun~ 95 feet tall~ 

at Yorktown,October Van Bnmto $100,000 topped by female 
119,17810 statue of II Ll.bert:r' .. . 

Victor::-' at Battle Bennington; 
10117-1089, $90,000 Li.rneGtone Vt. of Dennington,1: .Y, J. Fh:il.i.pp 

i obelisk 
1u91. ~ 

August 16,1777. Rinn 30J feet higho 
7 ft.square at base. -·r .Trenton Dattle Tr(!nton, Battle of Trenton, 1raru.te . 
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!> 
1 ;='-- =3 1 KILOMCTCR Medium-duty. __ -= 
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL . 

OEPTH CURVES AND $0UNOINGS IN FCET-OATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER 
SttOREllNE S>'•JYIN R(PRESENIS 111£ AJ-PR()IIM"[ Uh£ OF MCAil HIGH WAl[R 

THE M[A~ RIPIG!: Of 110£ IS AFl'ROXIMAllLY 2 8 fCCT ~. 
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.!-emorandum 

To: }t:u-c Halik, Team Captain, 
Nation.;1.l Capi tc>.l Team, i;SG 

From: Charles Wo Snell, Historian, DSC 

Subject: nistor.,- date>. section .for 'Fashington l~m.L'1ent. 

Enclosed is a; 11 Brief" lli.s to:r-.r of the Hashineton 

Monument and Grounds, 1783-1?78," 29 pages- in double spaced 

final draft form, wt:ich y·ou requested for. u.se in the 1-rc>.shington 
.> 

1:-bm.unent project you are ;;urking er. 1 • If :rou need any more 

inforr.i.a tio:1 on an:,~ aspect of this subject, please let me 

kn0",-1' an~ I will be happy to prcr?ide it. 

With be~t regards 

QI:,~_ 1.1:1~ -~r:f ~c✓ .e 
Charles 1:-r • Sr.ell 
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