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80. Ibid., March 28, 1895. 

81. Ibid., April 4, 1895. 

82. Ibid. 

83. Ibid., April 11, 1895. 

84. Ibid. 

85. Ibid. 

86. Ibid., April 18, 1895. 

87. Ibid. 

88. Ibid . , Apr i I 25, 1895 . 

89. Ibid. 

90. Ibid . , May 2, 1895. 

91. Ibid., May 9, 1895. Items on the Lyle mine are from Ibid., May 16, 
23, 1895. 

92. J bid. , May 23, 1895 . 

93. Ibid. The rumor about the Rothschilds was part of the mythology 
circulated by William H. 11Coin 11 Harvey that placed the English branch of 
the Rothschild family at the center of an immense worldwide conspiracy 
whose object was the destruction of the American laboring classes. 
Harvey's book, Coin's Financial School, had come out in June of 1894, 
and here, in May of 1895, eleven months later, several hundred thousand 
copies of it had been sold. Harvey himself guessed that the book 
ultimately sold a million and a half copies. The most conservative 
estimate of its circulation was 650,000 copies; Harvey's wife thought that 
about a million copies were sold. It was a very widely circufated book, 
and known to most wel I informed American citizens of that time. 

94. RLJ, May 30, 1895. 

95. I bid. 

96. I bid. , June 6, 1895. 

97. Ibid . , June 13, 1895. 

98. I bid. , June 20, 1895. 
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99. Two items from the Minnesota Historical Society reveal that Butler 
robbed his own bank. The first is a sixteen-page typescript by 
David Slafer entitled "History of Koochiching County. 11 (1937). 
Slafer derived his information from an article in the International 
Falls Daily Journal for April 23, 1936. The second source was from 
a radio transcript by Ira Hinckley who did a series on "Rainy Lake 
Legends 11 for radio station CKFI at Fort Frances, Ontario, in the 
mid-1940s. The relevant broadcast was called 11Historic Rainy Lake 
City. 11 In the text Hinckley said he got the information about the 
robbery from the International Falls Daily Journal of September 18, 
1941, an article titled "Down the Years With Our Pioneers. 11 These 
later productions are accurate in their overall or general outline; but 
tend to wander into inaccuracies of detail about the bank robbery 
because of their time-distance from events. For immediacy, the 
pages of the Rainy Lake Journal at the time of events are far 
superior to the later sources. 

100. I bid., June 27, 1895. 

101. Ibid., July 4, 1895. 

102. See note #99 supra, as well as the following issues of the RLJ: 

103. 

104. 

105. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109. 

110. 

111. 

112. 

113. 

114. 

115. 

July 4, 1895; August 22, 1895; September 5, 1895; September 19, 
1895; September 26, 1895; and April 9, 1896. 

RLJ, June 27, 1895. 

I bid. , July 4, 1895. 

I bid. , July 11, 1895. 

I bid. , July 18, 1895. 

Ibid., July 25, 1895. 

I bid. 

Ibid., August 1, 1895. 

Ibid. , August 15, 1895. 

Ibid. , August 22 and 29, 1895. 

Ibid., September 5, 1895. 

Ibid. , September 5, 12, 19 and 26, 1895. 

Ibid., October 3, 1895. 

I bid. 
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116. I bid., April 9, 1896. 

117. Ibid. , October 1 , 1896. 

118. Ibid., October 1 , 8, 15, 22 and 29, 1896, and December 31, 1896. 

119. Ibid., October 29 and November 5, 12, 19 and 26, 1896. 

120. Ibid. , November 5, 1896. 

121. I bid. , November 5, 19, and 26, 1896. 

122. I bid. , December 3, 1896. 

123. Ibid . , December 17, 1896. 

124. Ibid. , December 24 and 31, 1896. 

125. I bid. , December 17, 1896. 

126. Ibid., January 7, 1897. 

127. I bid. , January 21 and 28, 1897. 

128. I bid. , February 4 and 11, 1897. 

129. J bjd. I February 11, 1897. 

130 . I bid. , February 18, 1897. 

131. I bid. 

132. I bid. 

133. I bid. 

134. Ibid., March 4 and 11, 1897. 

135. I bid. , March 18, 1897. 

136. Ibid., April 15, 
(Danville, Illinois: 

1897. See also Hiram Drache, 
Interstate Printers, 1983), 51. 

137. Ibid., April 29, 1897. 

138. Ibid. 

139. I bid. , May 13, 1897. 

140. I bid. 
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141 . Ibid. , May 20, 1897. 

142. I bid., May 27, 1897. 

143. I bid. 

144. Ibid., June 3, 1897. 

145. Ibid. 

146. Ibid. , June 10, 1897. 

147. Ibid. 

148 . I bid . , June 2 4, 18 9 7 . 

149. Ibid. 

150. I bid. 

151. I bid. , Juty 8, 1897. 

152. Ibid. , July 15, 1897. 

153. Ibid., July 22, 1897. 

154. Ibid., August 12, 1897. 

155. Ibid. , August 26, 1897. 

156. Ibid. , September 2, 1897. 

157. Ibid., September 9, 1897. 

158. I bid. 

158. Ibid., September 30, 1897. 

160. I bid. 

161. Rainy Lake Herald, October 7 and 14, 1897; hereafter cited as RLH. 

162. R L H, October 14, 1897. 

163. Ibid., October 28, 1897. 

164. I bid. 

165. Ibid., November 4, 1897. See also Ibid, October 14 and 
November 25. 

84 

. 

., 

• 



,> '• 

•! , .. , 

• 

f",, 

'" 

.. ) . 
• 

166. Ibid. , November 18, 1897. 

167. Ibid;, November 25, 1897. 

168. Ibid., December 23, 1897. 

169. Ibid., December 30, 1897. 

170. Ibid. , January 6, 13, 20 and 27, 1898. 

171. Ibid., March 3, 1898. 

172. Ibid., April 7, 1898. 

173. Ibid., April 14, 1898. 

174. I bid. 

175. Articles on the Klondike occur in RLH for April 21, 28 and May 12 
and 19, 1898. Items on the Seine goldfields occur in every issue 
during April and May 1898. Items about low water occur in RLH for 
April 21 and 28 and May 12 and 19. The beer ads were printed in 
RLH on April 14, 21 and May 5, 1898. 

176. Ibid., May 12, 1898 . 

177. I bid. 

178. Ibid. 

179. Ibid. 

180. Drache, Koochiching, 53; Nute, Rainy River Country, 78-9. 

181. Drache, Koochiching, 54; Nute, Rainy River Country, 79. 

182. Nute, Rainy River Country, 79. 

183. Engineering and Mining Journal, November 4, 1893, page 480; March 
31, 1894, page 302; April 28, 1894, pages 399-400; hereafter cited as 
EMJ. 

184. EMJ, June 30, 1894, 614. 

185. EMJ, October 13, 1894, 349. 

186. EMJ, October 20, 1894, 376. 

187. EMJ, November 17, 1894, 470. 

188. EMJ, the quote is from February 2, 1895, 110; other information is 
from ibid., March 2, 1895, 206; March 9, 1895, 231; April 27, 1895, 
397; May 4, 1895, 422; and June 1, 1895, 519 . 
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189. EMJ, June 15, 1895, 566; June 22, 1895, 559; June 29, 1895, 613; 
January 25, 1896, 93. 

190. EMJ, February 15, 1896, 166-7; August 29, 1896, 208; September 19, 
1896, 280; October 24, 1896, 399; November 7, 1896, 447; November 
28, 1896, 519; December 26, 1896, 616; January 9, 1897, 52; 
January 16, 1897, 75-6; May 1, 1897, 435; Setpember 4, 1897, 290; 
October 9, 1897, 439; November 20, 1897, 620; December 4, 1897, 
679-680; December 11, 1897, 710; April 23, 1898, 504; May 7, 1898, 
564; May 14, 1898, 593; May 21, 1898, 623; June 25, 1898, 773. 

191 . EMJ, May 8, 1897, 460; September 4, 1897, 286- 7; October 1, 1898, 
409; September 24, 1898, 379. See also Berg's five page 
11 Reminiscences of Rainy Lake City, 11 undated typescript in the 
Minnesota Historical Society, Archives & Manuscripts Division. 

192. EMJ, July 4, 1891, 28. This place in the journal was sort of a 
yellow pages for mining supplies. The information about Alfred 
Nobel is from Asimov's Biographical Encyclopedia 2! Science and 
Technology (Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Co., 1982), 
462-3. 

193. ENJ, July 4, 1891, 7, 25; July 11, 1891, 49; September 19, 1891, 
334; September 26, 1891, 357; October 3, 1891, 388; October 10, 
1891, 425-7; October 24, 1891, 481; December 26, 1891, 720. 

194. EMJ, April 14, 1894, 350; August 25, 1894, 182; October 13, 1894, 
349; February 16, 1895, 158; June 1, 1895, 519; July 27, 1895, 87; 
September 7, 1895, 232; August 29, 1895, 208; September 26, 1896, 
304; November 28, 1896, 519; September 4, 1897, 286-7, 290; 
October 9, 1897, 439; November 20, 1897, 620; April 23, 1898, 504; 
September 24, 1898, 379; October 1, 1898, 409. 

195. A diagram of a typical mine shaft system is shown on page 17 of 
Bruce Robert's The Carolina Gold Rush: America's First ( Charlotte, 
North Carolina: McNally & Lofton, 1971). 

196. On Rainy Lake equipment, see note #194 supra. 

197. See note #194 supra. There is an article on the self-dumping car in 
EMJ, October 3, 1891, 389. For some of the problems at the Little 
American mine, see Sections 11 J & P, and 111 J above. 

198. EMJ, June 2, 1894, 511-2. 

199. EMJ, June 22, 1895, 582; June 15, 1895, 561. 

200. EMJ, June 2, 1894, 511-2. 

201. EMJ, "The Philosophy of Stamp-Milling" by T .A. Richard, March 16, 
1895, 243-5; 11Variations in the Milling of Gold Ores--XI I. The Black 
Hills, South Dakota, 11 by T.A. Richard, September 7 and 14, 1895, 
pages 221-3 and 247-251. 
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202. Ibid. Also, see note #194 above for the specifics of Rainy Lake 
methods . 
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~ 203. See note #201 supra. 
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204. I bid. See also EMJ articles on the cyanide process on April 27, 
1895, 389; May 4, 1895, 411-3; June 29, 1895, 604; November 14, 
1896, 460. 

205. EMJ, August 4, 1894, 110. See also note #194 above . 

87 



• 

• 

,., .. 
"' 

... 
' • 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

89 



<.D 
0 

• ' . , 
I 1 

Figure 1: Little American Island from Black Bay Forestry Tower. Undated, but recent. 
M~-fS Collections. 
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Figure 2: Little American Gold Mine, Rainy Lake, 1894. MHS Collections. 
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Fi~Jure 3: Rainy Lake City during the IVlinnesota Gold Rush, ca. 1894. MHS Collections . 
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Figure 4: Rainy Lake Hotel, ca. 1895. MHS Collections. 
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Figure 5: Exterior of the Eaton Cabin, ca. 1894. MHS Collections. The author 
was unable to discover any further information about the Eaton brothers beyond 
that provided by the Minnesota Historical Society in its captions for Figures 5 
through 8 infra. 
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Figure 6: Claim Cabin in Northern Minnesota. Eaton's Cabin, 1895. 
Chisholm Childrens Museum, Duluth, Minnesota. MHS Collections. 
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Figure 7: Interior of Eaton Brothers Log Claim Cabin During the Minnesota Gold Rush, 
189!>. MHS Collections .. 
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FigL1re 8: Surveying Crew, Eaton's, During the Minnesota Gold Rush, 1895 or 1896. MHS 
Collections . 
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Figure 9: Rainy Lake City. Undated. MHS Collections. 
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Figure 10: Green Tree Hotel, Rainy Lake City, ca. 1895. MHS Collections. 
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Figure 11: Islands and Dock at Rainy Lake City, ca. 1910. MHS Collections. 
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Figure 12: Gold Mine on Rainy Lake, ca. 1959. MHS Collections. 
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WPA Papers, County Histories, Koochiching County. Minnesota Historical 
Society. n.d. (Typescript). 
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Mining (Triangle Symbol) 

1. Tilson and Grassy Island Mines on Grassy Island. VNP files. 

2. SW\ of SW\, Section 25, T71N, R22W. Unnamed mine. VNP files. 

3. Markham mine on island one mile east of Rainy Lake City. It was 
never worked beyond the exploratory stage. VNP files. 

4. Big Chicago mine located one-half mile west of Rainy Lake City 
adjoining the Little American mine. VNP files. 

5. Little Chicago mine located one-half mile east of Rainy Lake City. 
VN P files. 

6. SE\ of SW\, Section 23, T71N, R22W. Old Soldier mine. VNP files. 

7. SW\ of SW\, Section 26, T71N, R22W. A vein was uncovered on a 
blunt point of land. VNP files. 

8. NW\, Section 26, T71 N, R23W. 
which were worked in 1894. 

Some small veins on Kingston Island 
Not shown on the map. VNP files. 

9. A partial mine drift on an island nearest the west of Little American. 
VNP files. 

10. A twenty-five feet shaft dug by the Syndicate Mining Company on an 
island one and a half miles east of Rainy Lake City. VNP files. 

11. Section 30, T71N, R21W. Evidence of blasting on an island three 
miles east of Rainy Lake City. VNP files. 

12. Ben Franklin mine on a thirty-acre island west of Scott Island. VNP 
fi I es. 

13. NW\ of SE\, Section 26, T71 N, R22W. Bushyhead gold mine site. 
VNP files. 

14. NE\ of NE\, Section 34, T71N, R22W. Site of Gold Harbor or 
Holdman gold mine. VNP files. 

15. E½, Section 34, T71N, R22W. Site of Rainy Lake City gold mine. 

16. 

VNP files. 

NE\ of NW\, Section 33, T71 N, R22W. 
(National Register). VNP files. 

Little American gold 
. 

mine 

17. NE\ of NW\, Section 6, T69N, R18W. Mica mining site. VNP files. 

18. SW\ of SW\, Section 25, T71N, R22W. Unnamed mine shaft. VNP 
files. 
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19. Lot 5, Section 27, T71N, R22W. Big American gold mine s.ite. VNP 
files. 

20. SE\ of SE\, Section 34, T70N, R19W. Mining site test holes. VNP 
f i I es . 

21. SE\ of SE~, Section 23, T71N, R22W. Lyle gold mine. VNP files. 

22. SE\ of SW\ of SW\, Section 25, T71 N, R22W. A gold mine shaft on 
the west end of a small island north of Dove Bay. VNP files. 

Chippewa (Oblong Symbol) 

1. Lot 4, Section 21, T69N, R 19W. A supposed burial area on the tip 
of Tar Point. VNP files. 

2. Wake-um-up Island where Chief Wakeumup lived. VNP files. 

3. Cemetery Island - a Chippewa burial ground. VNP files. 

4. A cemetery and small village in T69N, R19W just north of Hoist Bay. 
VN P files. 

5. Village sites on western shores and islands of Kabetogama Lake. 
VNP files. 

6. Camp or village sites on south shore of Black Bay near the eastern 
side. V NP fi I es. 

7. N½ of NE\, Section 22, T70N, R20W. Possible Indian Village site on 
a small peninsula south of Kawawia Island. VNP files. 

8. NW\ of SW\ of NE\, Section 27, T69N, R19W. A supposed burial 

9. 

ground which is now covered by water. VNP files. 

Section 27 and center bottom of Section 22, T69N, R 19W. 
Chippewa village which was abandoned in the late 1920s. 

Historic 
VNP files. 

10. Williams Island, south part of Cemetery Island, and adjacent part of 
Sweetnose Island were used as Chippewa gathering areas. VNP 
fi I es. 

11. NE\, Section 31, T70N, R21W. Historic Chippewa village site. VNP 
fi I es. 

Bootlegging ( Oval Symbol) 

1. A saloon was built on Little Martin Island in Kabetogama Lake in 
1918. It included a bar and bunkhouse. VNP files. 
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2. A round saloon site on Round Bear Island. VNP files. .., ... -
3. Harry Smith had a saloon in Tango Bay west of Dryweed Island, 

Rainy Lake. VN P files. ..,, ,, 

4. Bert Osborn and Harry Buck made poor quality moonshine in Joe 
LaBounty's shack on Moose Bay. VNP files. 

5. Blind Pig Still site on Blind Pig Island in Namakan Lake. VNP files. 

6. Harry Maines, a moonshiner, had a cabin in the Hoist Bay a·rea. VNP 
fi I es. 

7. Jug Island was a way station where bootleggers 
fishermen hid their jugs for safekeeping. There are 
one in Namakan Lake and one in Kabetogama Lake. 
indicate which Jug Island is correct. 

and commercial 
two Jug Islands 

Data does not 

8. Moxie Island named for Moxie Letsze. He had a cabin there where 
he made moonshine. VNP files. 

9. Bill Randolph had a saloon below the dam at Kettle Falls before the 
dam was built. VNP files. 

Resort (Hexagonal Symbol) 

1. Site of Tom Watson's store at Gappa 1s Landing on Kabetogama Lake. 
VNP files. 

2. Site of the Kabetogama Hotel at Gappa 1 s Landing on Kabetogama 
Lake. The hotel was razed in the 1960s. VNP files. 
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the 
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and 
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation 
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The 
department also has major responsibility for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in island territories under U.S. 
administration. 

Publication services were provided by the graphics staff of the Denver 
Service Center. NPS D-43 September 1986 
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