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¢¢ It was a beautiful day. Great cumulous clouds hung overhead, reflecting on the clear, sky-blue lakes below, all framed in with the majestic,
rockbound and pine-clad shores. We could easily imagine the voyageurs of a bygone era, paddling their great canoes over these same waters, singing
their songs as they viewed the majestic scenery that we were privileged to enjoy in its unspoiled magnificence. ??
ELMER L. ANDERSEN DESCRIBING THE 1962 TRIP TO PROPOSED PARK, 1970 »

¢¢ It is the responsibility of this generation
to preserve and protect our precious heritage
of land and trees and water for the benefit of
our own time and for future generati()ns.”
MINNESOTA SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, 1970

¢¢ National population trends indicate that it is important
to set aside a...preserve now...Our environmental problems

nationally make it imperative that we take adequate steps
now to preserve for posterity those few areas of our country

which still remain environmentally pure.
The land... (of) this proposed park
is one of those few remaining areas.??
MINNESOTA CONGRESSMAN DONALD FRASER, 1962

¢¢ [t would make one of the
world’s best...national parks.

It is one of the most beautiful
and attractive areas I have seen.”?
CHARLES LINDBERGH,
AVIATOR AND CONSERVATIONIST

¢¢ We presently have before us a
unique opportunity to create a long-
sought national park in Minnesota...a park

which recognizes recreation as a use no less
significant than any other, a park which will
provide a natural environment for the growing
number of urban residents who wish to recreate
in an environment unspoiled by man-made
development, a park which will combine the
mysteries of geology, the wonders of nature and
the significance of our historic past for all
people to see and understand...”?
MINNESOTA GOVERNOR HAROLD LEVANDER 1970

¢¢ We have to give up

something now for the future,
= otherwise there will be nothing
left in a hundred years, we’ve
got to protect the resources.”’
GEORGE ESSLINGER,
LOCAL BUSINESSMAN



\What makes a national park?

Our nation’s fifty-four national parks protect
for the American people — and the world —
wonderful and evocative scenery and varied
natural systems that represent the singular and
diverse character of our nation’s rich natural
heritage. They also provide a setting in which
we can connect with our cultural roots and

history.

nd so it is with Voyageurs: its four big lakes and over 500

pine-covered islands are a product of the levelling action

of the glaciers. We can understand the course of the glaci-
ers in Voyageurs in the vistas of deep blue water that contrast so
obviously with the green of the boreal forest and the dark surfaces
of rocks and ridges. Voyageurs is, in fact, the essence and embodi-
ment of the Great North Woods. Voyageurs is the only unit of the
national park system that is wholly within the Arctic watershed of
Hudsons Bay. But its values and significance are not limited to
what we see or can sense — its past and our connections to that
past are equally part of why Voyageurs is a national park.

The native people of the north and the first Europeans — the
fur traders and their paddlers, the French Canadian voyageurs —
explored and settled this part of North America using the waters
as roads, and canoes as transport. In such ways, we share much of

our natural and cultural history with the people of Canada.

The boundary between Canada and the U.S. in this area —
which is also the northern boundary of the park for over 50
miles — is defined by international treaty as the historic route of
the voyageurs.

As a water-based national park,Voyageurs provides a window
for current park visitors into what it means to depend on
water for transportation. The park has fewer than 8 miles of paved
roads in its 218,000 acres — so our access today is by boat, canoe,
or kayak in summer and by snowmobile, ski, or snowshoe in
the winter.

The beaver the fur traders came to exploit have returned. They
seem to be everywhere and can be watched — swimming pur-
posefully, building dams, stripping trees, and rearing their young —
throughout the park. Over time, their dams and tree-felling will
open meadows, build soil, and contribute to ecological succession
— just as they did when Voyageurs was the water route of the fur
traders.

In subtle ways, each aspect of Voyageurs’ natural and historic
richness tells a story of the ecology, wildlife, and history of this
area and its relationship to the present. The eagles and wolves of
Voyageurs give us a view of our wild past; Kettle Falls and the
Little American gold mine show a different kind of wildness. We
hope you will take the time to look beyond the obvious in this
wonderful park, to find meaning, relevance, and pleasure in the
subtle and hidden values preserved and protected here. Celebrate
the treasures we have preserved in Voyageurs National Park.

August 4,5 & 6

25th Anniversary Events

Come celebrate 25 years of Voyageurs National Park, 1975-2000.

An extraordinary landscape with an exciting history calls for a unique anniversary celebration.

Express yourself in images of lake, sky, tree and rock in the park’s anniversary Amateur Photo Art Contest. Photographs

It's the park’s birthday and you are invited to the party. Park partners and community members will celebrate with cake

Show your park pride with a special park anniversary cancellation stamp. This unique memento to send or save will be

May - September
will be displayed at the Rainy Lake Visitor Center; for entry details call (218) 286-5258. Vote for your favorite photos
during August at the Rainy Lake Visitior Center.
April 8
and exhibits at Rainy Lake, Kabetogama and Ash River visitor centers and the Crane Lake Ranger Station.
April 8
offered by U.S. Postal Service at Rainy Lake Visitor Center from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
May 12 & 13 Join Minnesota’s Jesse Ventura for the Governor’s Fishing Opener at Crane Lake. With the help of re-enactors La

Compagnie and storyteller Terry O’Brien the park will celebrate the fur frade era with an early spring encampment and
north canoe rides. For times and location call (218) 286-5258.

This is the grand eventl Come celebrate the park’s anniversary with old and new friends, national and state dignitaries,
refreshments, entertainment, public speakers, and a voyageur encampment at the Rainy Lake Visitor Center.

Throughout the year, three unique exhibits will be on display at the visitor centers and special commemorative items will be for sale at the bookstores.

National Park Service
Study recommends
establishment of
Voyageurs National Park

Park legislation intro-
duced by Minnesota

Congressman Blatnik
and Senator Mondale

State of Minnesota
begins exploration of
national park status for
Kabetogama Peninsula

Minnesota Legislature
proposes National
Park for border lakes

1969-70

Joint Minnesota National Minnesota Gov. Elmer Voyageurs National Hearing on park

Park Service survey of state Andersen renews park Park Association estab- legislation held in
park and recreation plans proposal, the name lished; 5,000 sign park Washington D.C.
cites Kabetogama Peninsula Voyageurs National Park petition at State Fair

as potential park site

is coined by Sigurd Olson
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National park rangers
enforce a wide spectrum
of federal laws and regula-
tions and a variety of state
statutes. Familiarize yourself
with the following park rules.

Destroying or collecting
natural and cultural
resources of the park includ-
ing cutting live trees, harass-
ing wildlife and collecting
any natural or cultural
resources except berries
and nuts is prohibited.

Operating a boat or
snowmobile while under the
influence of drugs or alcohol
is prohibited.

Hunting is not allowed in
the park.

Chain saws, firearms,
fireworks and archery
equipment are prohibited.
Except chain saws can be
used to cut ice-fishing holes.

Private floatplanes
are allowed on the four
major lakes—Rainy,
Kabetogama, Namakan,
and Sand Point. They are
also allowed on Locator,
War Club, Quill, Loiten,
Shoepack, Mukooda and
Little Trout lakes.

Know Canadian
fishing and customs
regulations before you
Lgo into their waters.

uiet Time:
10 p.m.-6 a.m.
Parkwide.

Public Use Closures:

Check at visitor centers
and boat ramp bulletin
boards for areas closed for
protection of visitors or park
resources. Closed areas
are posted with signs.

Rules For Your Visit

CAMPING

All food, garbage, and
equipment used to cook
and store food must be kept
in a vehicle, vessel,
bearproof locker or hung 10°
high and 10’ out from a pole
or tree. This regulation
applies throughout the park.

Camping is permitted at
designated campsites on a
first come/first served basis.
Camping is also permitted
at undeveloped sites under
the following conditions:

4 The site is not within
200 yards of a developed
campsite,

4 The site is not on private or
leased lands,

4 The site is 1/4 mile away
from any park-developed
areaq.

Between May 15 and
September 15, camping is
limited to 14 days at a
specific site and 30 days in
a calendar year within the
park.

Leaving property in
a campsite unattended
for 24 hours is illegal.

a HOUSEBOATS

Houseboats may
overnight at houseboat sites
provided for their use and
anywhere else except:

4 Campsites or within
200 yards of a marked
tent campsite,

4 Day Use sites,

4 Public docks,

4 Private or leased land.
4 The site is within 1/4 mile
away from any park-

developed area.

R PETS

Pets are allowed in
developed areas, around
visitor centers, boat launch
ramps, picnic areas, and
campsites on the four main

KNOW THE SIGNS

Sites in Voyageurs National Park
are marked for different uses.

REMEMBER:

Tenters may not camp in houseboat sites or day
use sites and houseboats may not stay overnight
in tent sites or day use sites.

lakes. They must be
restrained on a leash not
more than 6’ long and under
your control. Pets are not
allowed on park trails or in
the backcountry.

PR FIRES

>

Cutting live trees or
dead standing trees is pro-
hibited. Use dead and
downed wood including
driftwood for campfires
except within developed
areas and in areas where
posted. Best to bring your
own wood.

Campfires are permitted
in metal fire rings or existing
rock rings. Construct no new
rock rings. Campfires must
be completely extinguished
when you are not at the site.

FISHING & BOATING

Each personin a
watercraft must have a
USCG wearable life preserv-
er readily available for use.

Use of “personal water-
craft” is prohibited within
Voyageurs National Park.

Overnight docking is
permitted at Kettle Falls, but
no overnight docking at
visitor’s centers.

The U.S. Coast Guard
boating regulations and
State of Minnesota fishing
and water-skiing regulations
apply within Voyageurs
National Park. They are
enforced by park rangers,
state conservation officers,
deputy sheriffs and U.S.
Coast Guard officers.

For Your Protection

Be aware of precautions
needed regarding Lyme
disease and Minnesota
Qaqlvisories on mercury
content of fish.

=/T\= Day Use Site

Tent Campsite

Houseboat Site

b >

President Nixon signs Park biologists begin
Voyageurs National monitoring bald eagle
Park bill populations

EMERGENCIES Call 911
Facilities

Voyageurs National Park
Headquarters

(218) 283-9821
TTY-(218) 286-5261

RAINY LAKE VISITOR CENTER

(218) 286-5258
OPEN DAILY; @ a.m.- 5 p.m.
May 11 - September 30

WINTER HOURS: Wed. - Sun. 9 a.m. -4:30
October 1 - May 10
KABETOGAMA LAKE
VISITOR CENTER

(218) 875-2111

OPEN DAILY: 2 a.m.- 5 p.m.
May 11 - September 30

ASH RIVER VISITOR CENTER
(218) 374-3221

OPEN DAILY: 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.
May 11 - September 30

CRANE LAKE RANGER STATION
(218) 993-2481

Concessioners

Kettle Falls Hotel
(888) 534-6835

Trading Post, food, lodging, gas,
portage service, and water-taxi ser-
vice from the mainland.

Sight-Sea-Er Boat Tours
Reservations: (218) 875-2111

Getting to the Park

Roads approach the park from four points along U.S. 53
between Duluth and International Falls. There is scheduled
airline service to Hibbing, International Falls and Fort Frances,
Ontario, Canada. Car rentals are available at airports or
arrange fransportation and lodging at one of the park'’s
gateway communities.

" Parks first visitor Vic Davis buys Little
Voyageurs !‘latlonal Federal Court center opens on Cranberry Island
Park emguoshed as affirms park jurisdic-  Highway 53, & challenges land
36th National Park tion over waters International Falls acquisition program




Sharing The Waters

P ark ‘Boatz’ng P O

Some things changed when Voyageurs Nationai Park was created 25 years ago. But one thing has remained unchanged for thousands of
years, to experience this area people must travel by water. Watercraft are essential to visiting the park.

Summer 1975 - Few rock markers existed. Emergency communication was limited o marine radio. The ultimate fishing boat was 14 to 16 feet
with a 25 horsepower motor. Fishing boats shared the waters with houseboats. Canoeists continued a thousand-year-old tradition.

Summer 2000 - Buoys mark hazardous rocks (see “Navigation” section below). Visitors are increasingly using cell phones in emergencies.
Fishing boats are bigger, faster and with lots of electronics. The ultimate fishing boat is now 17-18 feet with a 150 horsepower motor, fish-finder,
automatic pilot steering, electronic trolling motor and Global Positioning System. Fishing boats still share the waves but a new boat has
appeared; sea kayaks are increasingly popular.

With increased number and types of boats in park waters, it is even more important to be courteous to your fellow visitors.
* Powerboats give canoes and kayaks a broad berth; waves from your vessel may swamp paddlers.
* Canoes and kayaks can be difficult to see and should avoid main channels.
* Currently powered and now-powered vessels must put in at the same locations. Please watch out for each other.

(J Navigation lights at night <; Don’t overload the boat.

1 (1 Fire extinguisher €3 Al passengers should stay seated or within boat while

[ Whistle or horn boat is moving.
Q Navigational maps {} Watch the weather — get off the lake during thunderstorms. |
[ Anchor, paddies or oars and share line &3 Watch for hypothermia from cold water and wind.
A Spare propeller and shear pin g; Know where you can refuel. s
Q Flashlight and first aid kit & Avoid prolonged exposure. ;
0 Type IV throwable cushion or ring £ Boat sober — operating a boat under the influence '

of drugs or alcohol is illegal.
(] A wearable life preserver readily accessible for each person
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Navigation You Need to Know Aids to Navigation: Learn these important markers!

Can buoys are green with @ Circled mark means a con-
odd numbers. Keep them trolled area. It may carry a
The U.S. Coast Guard Buoy System: The park has a numbered red n to the left when going speed limit, for example.
and green buoy system used to guide boaters and mark hazards uplake. e Rt
(see below). To use this system you need to know the direction of Nun buoys are red with k‘ th;: presert\)ce' oftdiv%rs,
% who ma e Just unaer
lake flow. Namakan, Sand Point and Crane lakes all flow north or A fg’fr:‘e”;’;;ﬁsﬁé:‘;?n?em - gy i
downlake toward Kettle Falls. Kabetogama Lake flows east or uplake.
downlake to Namakan and Kettle Falls. Rainy Lake flows west or Diamond shapé wee
downlake to International Falls. Remember red buoys to your right $ of danger. Cross in
while traveling uplake. Shesnonch means boals

must keep out.

GAMBLING FOR THE FUTURE

Voyageurs National Park and the Rainy Lake - Walleye: Possession Anglers! F"St Ald For FISh
Minnesota Department of : limit of 6, with only 1 over 25".
Natural Resources have S NAMMA 44, All from 17” through 25 . ; :
established an experi- \ 7 S e f—‘fl ,:»\’ must be immediately # Play fish as rapidly as possible. Do not play to fotal exhaustion.
mental fishing regulation (,7»“ : "““ refurned fo the water. A Keep fish in water as much as possible when handling and removing hook.
for Kabetogama, ' pre “Slot limit” measuring tapes
Namakan, Sand Point, Little .- 7 will be available at area #= Remove hook gently — do not squeeze fish or put fingers in gills or eyes. Use barbless hooks.

Vermilion and Crane lakes.
Kabetogama Lake -

businesses and visitor centers

# |f deeply hooked — cut line — do not pull hook out. Most fish survive with hooks left in them.,
so anglers can accurately mea-

Walleye: All less than 13" or § sure from the tip of the nose to #= To resuscitate a stunned fish, move fish forward and backward forcing water past its gills.
larger than 17” must be imme- K the tip of the compressed tail. This . ey
diately returned to the water, experimental regulation is aimed at  “* Release fish only affer ifs equilibrium has been restored.
S ,] ov.er .23 ok Ipcrecsmg e number of ropiothics A= Release fish in quiet water close to the area where it was hooked.
possession limit. tion-age walleyes in the lakes.
Double-wide trailer moved Construction of
to Kabetogama Lake for Kabetogama Lake Visitor Cutover Island pre-  U.S. pays
Visitor Center Campsite planning; TRy Center, rehabilitation of scribed burn is first Davis $1.2
SCA completes public meetings Visitgr's Center  Kettle Falls Hotel and new burn under the new  million for
Cruiser Lake Tralil Locator Lake Trail on campsites dedicated access road to Rainy Lake Wildland Fire 2 land
hiking system built | | Visitor Center completed Management Plan
I |
N RN e ! G | oo G
Hearings to | Double-wide lpa"‘ be.‘}'"s p‘(‘;"'e Pride of . |
remove Black Wilderness recom- sellbvat oosestrife eradica- | o .- Environmental
mendation for tion program y Education
Bay from park Kabe Kabetogama begins tours :
and to identify Pa ; togla oy seited Lake Visitor ~ Public meetings on 3 prograes begen
external road THER P Center burns  fire management plan, ~ Boats on Interior

by park

access issues down water level issues Lakes Program begins

A






