
Water dominates the Voyageurs National Park landscape. Within its 
boundaries over 30 lakes fill glacier-scoured rock basins. Between 
these lakes and adjacent uplands extend bogs, marshes, and beaver 
ponds. These waters play a major role in your park experience. Once 
you arrive at one of the park's four entry points, you leave your car 
behind and set out by water, much as the voyageurs traveled during 
the fur trade of the late 1700s and early 1800s. Voyageurs National 
Park preserves the outstanding scenery, geological conditions, and 
waterway system that constituted part of the historic route of the 
voyageurs for the benefit of present and future generations. 

As the fur trade expanded westward, it relied heavily upon the voya­
geurs, or French-Canadian canoemen, w ho moved beaver and other 
pelts and trade goods betw een Mont real and t he Canadian Nort h­
west . Voyageurs depended on native North Americans for furs, guide 
services, clothi ng, food, and medicine. The route of these advent ure­
some men, who padd led up to 16 hours per day, became so estab­
lished that the 1783 treaty ending the American Revo lution specified 
that the international boundary should follow their "customary wa­
terway" between Lake Superior and Lake of the Woods. Today, Voya­
geurs National Park, established in 1975, adjoins a 56-mile stretch of 
that Voyageurs Highway. 

The voyageur has been described as daring if not brave, knowledge­
able though uneducated. Above all, he was colorfu l. Understandably, 
varying accounts of these men's lives exist. Daniel Harmon, a partner 
in the North West Company, wrote of them in 1819: " . .. the Cana­
dian Voyageurs possess live ly and fickle dispositions; and they are 
rarely subject to depression of spirits of long continuance, even when 
in circumstances the most adverse. Although what they consider 

good eati ng and dr inking constitutes their chief good, yet when 
necessity compels them t o it, they submit to great privation and hard­
ship, not only w it hout complain ing, but even with cheerfulness and 
gaiety . .. . Tri fli ng provocat ions w il l often throw them into a rage," 
Harmon continued, " but they are easi ly appeased when in anger, and 
they never harbour a revengeful purpose against those by whom they 
conceive that they have been injured." 

Whether by flattery or other motivations, voyageurs were persuaded 
to risk thei r lives to advance the fur trade. And risk them they often 
did. They came to know the country well, and they, along with the 
Indians and lumberjacks, gave this region the bulk of its place names, 
such as Grassy Portage, Kabetogama Lake, and Cutover Is land. Note 
t hat the place names are predominantly w ater-re lat ed. Even t oday, 
the ridges and hilltops in the park bear no names. 

The park li es in th e southern portion of the Canadian Sh ie ld . The 
ancient sediments that compose the shield represent some of the old­
est rock format ions exposed anywhere in the world. Younger rock 
formations do not appear here. Perhaps they never existed, but more 
like ly glaciation simply removed them. At least four times in the past 
one million years, continental g laciers-ice sheets two miles thick­
bulldozed their way th rough the area. They rem oved previous fea­
tures, leaving mostly level, pock-marked rock up to 2.7 billion years 
old . Hundreds of ponds, lakes, and streams now nestle in t he depres­
sions, and some rock surfaces in the park sti l l bear the scrape marks. 

The g laciers scoured out the lakes and set the stage fo r vast forests. 
You might say that t he Voyageurs Highway was a gift of the glaciers. 
Look out across the landscape here and you will see the elements of 
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Visiting Voyageurs National Park 
Visitor Centers and Park 63102-2443. Available on- craft must have a USCG- Heed al l weather fore- Fishing Fishing for wall- ed by signs. Tenters may 
Activities Three park line at www.jnpa.com. approved, wearable life casts; t une to local radio eye, northern pike, and not camp in houseboat 
visitor centers offer infor- preserver readi ly avail- stat ions (640 am, 1230 smallmout h bass is world sites or day-use sites; 
mation, including bro- Check at visitor centers able for use. The use of am, 93 .1 fm, 104. 1 fm, or renowned. Anglers also houseboats may not stay 
chures, maps, books, nav- and boat ramp bulletin nautical charts is strongly 99.5 f m) o r mon it or a catch lake trout, muskel- overnight in tent sites or 
igational charts, films, boards for areas closed recommended . Along weather rad io fo r NOAA lunge ("muskie"), sauger, day-use sites. Maps show-
and exhibits. Rainy Lake for protection of visitors main travel routes, a broadcasts. Storms ca n perch, and crappie. In ing t he location of these 
Visitor Center is open all or resources. Areas closed USCG-numbered buoy arise quickly, and high w inter ice f ishing is pop- sites are available at the 
year. Kabetogama Lake are posted with signs. system guides boaters waves are hazardous, es- ular. Fishing in park w a- visitor centers. Perm its 
Visitor Center and Ash and marks navigational pecial ly to sma ll boats ters requires a Minnesota are required for over-
River Visitor Center are Boating Most visitors hazards (see other side of and canoes. If you are f ishing license. In Cana- night stays. Permits can 
open seasonally. Check travel park waters by this brochure). Outside caught on the water, f ind dian waters an Ontario be obtained at any park 
at visit or centers for motorboat, although these navigational chan- a sheltered cove and wait license is required. visitor center or boat 
schedules of naturalist- many also travel by ca- nels, most rocks and reefs for calm. Marine band ramp. Public and private 
guided activities. Publica- noe, kayak, sailboat, or are unmarked and can be channel 16 is t he common Camping Campsites are campgrounds, accessible 
tions, maps, and naviga- houseboat. Boating safe- hazardous. Floating logs frequency to relay emer- ma intained by the Na- by car, are located near 
t ional charts can also be ty begins w ith knowing can also be hazardous. gencies. Cell phones have t ional Pa rk Service and the perimeter of the park. 
purchased from Jefferson your boat and how it Know distress signals and scattered coverage in t he are accessible only by wa-
National Parks Associa- works. Comply with fed- carry signal gear. When park. Don't have your life ter. Sites are cl assified as Trails Tra ils for hiking, 
tion, One Memorial era l and state regulations. loading your boat, pack depend on them. tent, houseboat, or day- cross-country skiing, snow-
Drive, St. Lou is, MO Each person in a water- gear low and balanced. use sites; all are designat- shoeing, and snowmobil-

the fur trade itself. The w aters provided the highway; f ur-bea ring 
animals provided the goods; and boundless fo rests provided t he ma­
terials for the birch-bark canoe, that marvel of envi ronmental adapta­
tion. The canoes were constructed of birch bark and cedar o r spru-e 
root bindings sealed with pitch. It was a skil l developed by then tive 
North Americans and exploited by early European explorers. The canoes 
were light, easily navigable, and quickly repaired w ith native materials. 
For severa l generations the fur trade was the continent's biggest in­
dustry, return ing investments up to 20-fo ld. One historian called it a 
vast empire held together by noth ing stronger than birch bark. 

Nature's abundance is evident in other ways here. Osprey, eagle, and 
great blue heron nests occur t hroughout t he park. Be observant and 
you may see kingf ishers, loons, and cormorants. Because w ater covers 
one-thi rd of the surface of t he park, aquatic anima ls are common . 
Creating ponds, the beaver provides not only its own habit at but also 
the environment needed by aquatic plants. These plants provide 
food for aquatic insects and some fish. The fish, in turn, support 
the wide variety of fish-eating birds. Beaver are fare for coyotes and 
timber wolves. 

Perhaps nothing so symbolizes Voyageurs National Park's enduring 
primitive character as the presence of its wo lves. The park is in the 
heart of the only reg ion in the contiguous United States where the 
eastern timber wo lf survives. Wolves are shy and secretive, and, con­
trary to fo lklore, they pose virtually no threat to humans. Their w ari­
ness and small numbers make it un likely that you w ill see them during 
a vis it, although you might see their tracks in winter. Wolves usuEJl ly 
live in packs of two to 12. They may kill large animals such as deer and 
moose for food, but more frequently feed upon beaver. The timber 
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ing are available within Be prepared for severe Forest Supervisor 
the park. Some trail heads w inter conditions. Travel Superior National Forest 
can be reached by vehicle, in groups; tell someone 8901 Grand Avenue Place 
others by boat only. your destination, planned Duluth, MN 55808-1102 

route, and expected t ime 218-626-4300 
Winter Activities From of return. Take matches, www.superiornational 
late December t o late f irst-a id supplies, and forest.org/bwcaw 
March, snow dominates food. Avoid slush and un-
the landscape. During safe ice; check on cu rrent More Information 
this time you can cross- ice and snow conditions. Voyageurs Nationa l Park 
country ski, snowmobile, Avoid hypothermia by 3131 Highway 53 
winter camp, snowshoe, dressing in layers, staying International Falls, MN 
and ice fish. Snowmobil- dry, and avoiding wind . 56649-8904 
ing is allowed on frozen 218-283-6600 
lake surfaces, safety por- Adjacent Wi lderness www.nps.gov/voya 
t age trails on land, and Area The Boundary Wa-
t he Chain of Lakes Scenic ters Canoe Area Wi lder- To learn about other na-
Tra il. Complete maps of ness (BWCAW) lies to the t ional parks and National 
snowmobile trails are east of the park. For in- Park Service programs in 
available at the visitor fo rmation contact: America's communit ies, 
cent ers and loca I resorts. visit www.nps.gov. 
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wolf may cover as many as 40 mi les in a single night and can run severa l 
miles at 30 to 35 miles per hour. The wolf's howl on a moonlit night is 
a rare treat. 

Winter is a force to be reckoned w ith here. From spring thaw until 
freeze-up the voyageurs had six months at most to complete their travel. 
Thei r round trip between depots at Grand Portage or Fort W i lliam on 
Lake Superior and the subarctic interior of northwest Canada con­
sumed four or f ive months. Summer is relatively short here, but winter 
need not be a time of inactivity. From late December until late March, 
life's pulse is slowed. Ski and snowmobi le travel is often possib le as 
snow blan kets both land and lake. And warming temperatures and 
increased anima l activity in late w inter defin itely invite snowshoers. 
However you travel, proper equ ipment is a must . Take a compass and 
map, dress in layers, and carry an emergency survival kit. High w inds 
can spring up quick ly and, accompanied by low temperatures, can be 
dangerous. 

When the waterways begin to open in spring, animals stir from a sea­
son's rest. Migratory bi rds return to summer in the North. It's one of 
the best times to observe nature here. Both spring and fa ll favor those 
who seek quiet enjoyment of nature's continuous show. For many, the 
display of fa ll colors marks a highlight of the North Country year. 

The voyageur's canoe has long since gone, but his land remains. Here 
you can take to the waterways of this intricate landscape where loons 
cal l and moose, wolves, and bears wander. Here you can sense the 
sp irit that beckoned the voyageur to adventure. 

Park Regulations 
• Hunting, archery, hung 10 feet high and • Stay at least 0.25 mile 
chainsaws, and fireworks four feet out from a away from ba ld eagle, 
are prohibited. • Off- pole or tree. • Use on ly osprey, and great blue 
road veh icles are prohib- dead and dow n wood heron nests. The Ship-
ited in the park. • Pets fo r campfires. Campfires w reck Islands tern rook-
must be control led and are permitted in meta l ery in Kabetogama Lake 
on a leash no longer fire grills or existing and all loon nests should 
than six feet. Pets are rock rings; do not build be approached no closer 
not permitted on any new rock rings. • Prac- than 100 yards. • Quiet 
trail s or in the backcoun- tice Leave No Trace hours are from 10 pm t o 
try. Service an ima ls are camping and pack out 6 am. • National Park 
w elcome • Personal all refuse. • Natural ob- Service rangers enforce 
w atercraft, like jet skis, jects and cu ltural arti- federal and state laws. 
are not all owed w ithin facts may not be dis- U.S. Coast Guard boat-
park boundaries. • Black turbed or removed from ing regulat ions apply 
bea rs can be a hindrance the park. A reward is of- within the park, as do 
t o any camping trip. All fered for information Minnesota state fi shing, 
food, garbage, and cook- leading to the conviction w aterskiing, snow mobi l-
ing equipment must be of violators. • Do not ing, and fi rearms regu-
kept in a vehicle, vessel, trespass on private prop- lations. 
bearproof locker, or erty in the park. 
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Traveling in and Around the Park 
Getting to the Park 
Voyageurs National Park 
is a five-hour drive from 
Minneapo lis-St. Paul, 
M inn.; t hree hours from 
Duluth, M inn.; and four 
hours from W inn ipeg, 
Manitoba. Roads ap­
proach the pa rk from 
four points along U.S. 
53 between Duluth and 
Int ernationa l Falls. See 
map (righ t) for routes 
and t owns. The nearest 
airport is Internat iona l 
Falls Airport; renta l ca rs 
are ava ilable there. 

Travel in the Park 
Voyageurs is a water­
based park; access to t he 

Kabet ogama Pen insula, 
t he islands, and nea rly 
all of t he park's shoreline 
is by watercraft. Public 
boat ramps and park ing 
are available at t he park's 
visit or cent ers and at t he 
Ka betogama St ate Forest 
campgrounds. Wat ercraft, 
outfit ti ng gu ides, and 
renta l and wat er t axi 
service are avai lable from 
privat e out fitters and re­
sorts at each of the park's 
gateway communities: 
Ash River, Crane Lake, 
International Falls, and 
Kabet ogama. Permits are 
requ ired fo r overnight 
stays. Permits can be ob­
tai ned at any park visit or 
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center or boat ramp. In 
summer, visit ors may 
travel by pr ivate and 
rental boats, f loat planes, 
kayaks and canoes, or 
park-operated tour boats. 

Winter t ravel in the park 
is by snowmobile, cross­
country ski s, or snow­
shoes. Snowshoes and 
sk is can be rented at t he 
Rainy Lake Visitor Cen­
t er. During freeze-up in 
lat e autumn and ice-out 
in ear ly spring, t he lakes 
are inaccessible. 

Park Visitor Centers 
Info rmat ion, f il ms, ex­
hib its, bookst ore, and 

other services are ava il­
ab le at visit or centers. 
See pa rk map (above) 
fo r vis itor cent er loca­
tions. 

• Rainy Lake Visitor 
Center open all year; 
218-286-5258. 
• Kabetogama La ke 
Visitor Center open sea­
sonally; 218-875-2111. 
• Ash River Visitor 
Center open seasona lly; 
218-374-3221. 
• Crane Lake Ranger 
Stat ion; 21 8-993-2481 . 

Accommodations and 
Services Overnight 
lodg ing, campgrounds, 

Ash River Campground 
(state forest ) ~ 
~ ~("J-

p..s'f1 • 
Ash River 
Falls 

rest aurant s, grocery 
stores, boat rentals, and 
other services are offered 
outs ide the pa rk at pri­
vate resorts at Rainy 
Lake, Ka bet ogama, Ash 
River, and Crane Lake. 
There are services ava il­
able yea r-round. A pa rk 
concession er at Kett le 
Fa lls operat es seasonal­
ly, offering lodg ing, a 
rest aurant, boat rentals, 
boat f uel, and a mecha­
nized portage between 
Rainy and Namakan 
lakes for boat s up t o 21 
feet long. Informat ion 
about local resorts and 
campgrounds is ava il­
able at pa rk visitor cen-

t ers, by mail from the 
park superintendent (see 
address and phone num­
ber on the other side of 
this brochure}, or online 
at www.nps.gov/voya . 

Traveling Across the 
United States-Canada 
Border Check w it h 
Ca nad ian and U.S. cus­
toms before cross ing t he 
border. Cust oms services 
are avai lable by w ater 
at Portage Bay on Sand 
Point Lake or Sand Bay 
on Ra iny Lake and by 
vehicle at the Crane Lake 
Public Land ing or at 
Int ernat ional Fa lls 
Br idge. 
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More Information 
Canada Border Services 
101 Church St . 
Fort Frances, ON 
P9A 1H1 
807-27 4-3655 
www.cbsa.gc.ca 

U.S. Cust oms and 
Border Prot ect ion 
2 Second Ave. 
Internati onal Falls, MN 
56649 
218-283-2541 
www.cbp.gov 
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Learn these important navigational aids for your safety. Boats must comply 
with U.S. Coast Guard safet y regulations. Water flows from Crane Lake 
through Sand Point and Namakan lakes to Kettle Falls. Kabetogama Lake 
flows toward Kettle Falls. Rainy Lake flows toward International Falls. 

• e A diamond 
warns of dan­
ger. A cross in 
a diamond 
means boats 
must keep 
out. 

A circled 
mark means 
a controlled 
area; for ex­
ample, an 
area with a 
speed limit. 
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A diver's flag 
warns of the 
presence of 
divers, who 
may be just 
beneath the 
surface. 

Green can 
buoys have 
odd numbers. 
Keep them to 
your left 
when going 
up-lake. 

Red nun buoys 
have even 
numbers. Keep 
them to your 
right when go­
ing up-lake. 
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