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The nation was divided, but both sides agreed

Vicksburg was vital to victory. JULY 4. 18 6 i' BY MORT KUNSTIER. O MORT KUNSTIER

M a y  17 At Big Black 
River Bridge the Feder­
ate overwhelm and 
drive Pemberton's 
disorganized troops 
back into Vicksburg's 
fortifications.

O c to b e r 1 862  Since 
late summer only Vicks­
burg, MS, and Port Hud­
son, LA, block Federal 
control of the Mississippi 
River. The stronger and 
more important post, 
Vicksburg is the focus of 
military operations.

US Maj. Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant is ordered to 
clear the Mississippi River 
of Confederate resistance. 
Lt. Gen. John C. Pember­
ton—with 50,000 widely 
scattered Confederate 
troops—is expected to 
keep the river open.

D ecem b er 29  Pember­
ton defeats US Maj. Gen. 
William T. Sherman at 
the Battle of Chickasaw 
Bayou. Grant begins 
amphibious maneuvers 
(the Bayou Expeditions) 
to force the surrender 
of Vicksburg.

Confederate fortifica­
tions, Adm. David D. 
Porter's gunboats blast 
the city from the river.

President Jefferson Davis knew  how  im portant this tow n overlooking  
a Mississippi River bend was to  the Confederacy. To him, Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, was "the nailhead tha t holds the South's tw o  halves 
together." A t the start of the Civil War, Confederates controlled the 
Mississippi River south of Cairo, Illinois. They fortified  strategic river 
points— like Vicksburg w ith  its riverfront artillery batteries and a ring 
of forts whose 172 guns guarded all land approaches. They leveraged 
the natural maze o f swamps and bayous for defense. They used its 
routes fo r supplies and troops. Vicksburg was the South's lifeline.

L a te  June Pemberton 
realizes he must "capit­
ulate upon the best 
attainable terms."M a y  1 8 -1 9  The Fed­

erate close in on the 
Confederate defenses. 
Grant quickly assaults 
the Vicksburg lines, 
but the Federate' first 
attack against the 
Stockade Redan fails.

July 3 After 46 days of 
siege, Pemberton meets 
Grant to discuss terms.But Vicksburg could be the North's lifeline. The US Army could pass 

troops and supplies into the South by road, river, or rail. They could 
isolate Texas, Arkansas, and most o f Louisiana— which w ould cut off 
Confederate supplies and recruits. As the w ar progressed. Federal 
naval and m ilitary forces gained control of more o f the Mississippi 
River, fighting south from  Illinois and north from  the Gulf as they  
closed in on Vicksburg. President Abraham Lincoln knew Vicksburg 
was "the key! The w ar can never be brought to  a close until tha t key 
is in our pocket." He knew how  valuable this tow n on a high bluff 
was to  the United States.

July 4  Vicksburg is 
officially surrendered.

M a y  22 The Federate' 
next attack—launched 
over a three-mile front 
from Stockade Redan 
to Fort Garrott—is re­
pulsed. Reluctant to ex­
pend more lives trying 
to storm the city, Grant 
begins a formal siege. 
While Grant's artillery 
batteries hammer the

July 9  Port Hudson 
surrenders. A key Feder­
al objective—open the 
Mississippi River and 
sever the Confederacy— 
is achieved. Using a nick­
name for the Mississippi 
River, President Lincoln 
says, "The Father of 
Waters again goes 
unvexed to the sea."

The Federate captured post a fte r post. Then, they set their sights 
on Vicksburg.

Freedom and Equality after the Siege
Vicksburg and Port Hudson w ere  surrendered 
on th e  heels o f  C onfedera te  Gen. Robert E. 
Lee's d e fea t in G ettysburg, Pennsylvania (July 
1-3, 1863). The Civil W ar had reached a tu rn in g  
p o in t— and, just as Lincoln th o u g h t, Federal 
con tro l o f  th e  Mississippi River he lped  ensure 
th e  U n ited  States' 1865 victory. But w h a t hap­
pened to  th e  people o f V icksburg a fte r the  
siege?

Federal troops  rem ained in V icksburg u n til 
President R u the rfo rd  B. Hayes rem oved them  
a t th e  end o f  Reconstruction (1877). Some 
tow nspeop le  resented and cha llenged th e  
Federal troops, w hose lin g e ring  presence was a 
b it te r  rem inder o f  th e  South's lost s trugg le  fo r 
independence; however, o thers w e lcom ed the  
troo p s  and hoped o rde r and norm a l life  in 
V icksburg w o u ld  be restored.

U nder m ilita ry  rule, V icksburg's residents faced 
suspended civil liberties, loya lty  oaths, seized 
property, arrest, o r even ban ishm ent. This 
tre a tm e n t may seem con tra ry  to  President

A n d re w  Johnson's 1868 pa rdon  designed 
" to  renew  and fu lly  restore confidence and 
fra te rn a l fe e lin g  am ong th e  w ho le  peop le ."
For others, tho ug h , these cond itions were 
necessary to  b ring  th e  South back in to  the  
U nited States as p a rt o f  Reconstruction.

As local ru le  was retu rned  to  V icksburg in the  
1870s, thousands o f  A frican  Am ericans came 
to  V icksburg to  exercise th e ir  new  freedom s. 
M any o f th e  5,000 U nited States Colored 
Troops garrisoned in V icksburg settled  here 
a fte r  th e  war. Enslaved ju s t years p rio r to  these 
events, th e ir  m ilita ry  d u ty  person ified  freedom . 
Some opened banks o r churches o r entered 
politics. But A frican  Am ericans' freedom s 
rem ained lim ite d , and th e ir  legal and po litica l 
powers w ere v irtua lly  non-existent.

D uring  Reconstruction's early  years th e  federa l 
Freedmen's Bureau a im ed to  p rov ide  A frican 
Am ericans and poor sou thern  w h ites  schooling, 
housing o r property, fo o d , and legal aid. Yet 
even as th e  Freedmen's Bureau encouraged

blacks and w h ites  to  w o rk  to g e th e r as equals, 
sou the rn  states had been passing laws to  
d isadvantage A frican  Am ericans— like th e  Black 
Codes (1865-66) th a t  led to  Reconstruction and 
Jim Crow laws th a t fo rced  racial segregation 
fro m  1877 th ro u g h  th e  1950s.

Mississippi was rea d m itte d  to  th e  U nited States 
in 1870, bu t a cen tury  passed be fore  th e  fe d e r­
al C ivil Rights A ct o f  1964 f in a lly  ou tlaw ed  
racial d iscrim ina tion  and guaran teed  n a tio n ­
w id e  eq u a lity  fo r  a ll— in V icksburg and beyond.

Then as now, perspectives o f  th e  Civil War's 
legacy vary from  person to  person. Was the  
siege o f V icksburg a v ic to ry  o r a de fea t?  Was 
th e  Federal troops ' lin g e ring  presence occupa­
tio n  o r reconstruction? Was Reconstruction a 
w ay to  punish Vicksburg, o r was it  a way to  
m old  th e  South back in to  th e  U nited States?

Vicksburg N ationa l M ilita ry  Park o ffers a place 
fo r  a ll to  exp lore  th e  m any perspectives in th is 
en d u rin g  story th a t  helps de fine  ou r na tion .

USS Cairo and its commanding 
officer, Lt. Cmdr. Thomas O. 
Selfridge Jr., U.S.N.

An Explosive Discovery!
DECEMBER 12, 1862 The gun bo a t USS Cairo, 
one o f  th e  U n ited  States' firs t ironclad warships, 
steams up th e  Yazoo River no rth  o f  Vicksburg. 
Cairo is on a mission to  destroy C onfederate  
batteries and clear enem y obstructions from  the  
channel. Suddenly, tw o  quick explosions tea r 
holes in to  Cairo. In m inutes Cairo sinks. O nly 
th e  tops o f  its smokestack and fla g s ta ff show 
above w ater. Am azingly, no crew w ere  hurt.

Cairo was th e  firs t vessel sunk by an e lectrica lly  
de tona ted  to rp e d o  (m ine). Silt, sand, and mud 
covered th e  ship u n til its 1956 discovery. Like 
a tim e  capsule, Cairo preserved in fo rm a tio n  
on naval construction , naval stores, a rm a­
m ent, and th e  crew's personal gear.

Today, th e  a rtifac ts  recovered fro m  Cairo 
be fore  and a fte r  its salvage in th e  1960s and 
th e  boat's rem ains are exh ib ited  a t th e  U.S.S. 
Cairo Museum  (see map, o th e r  side). These 
a rtifacts  and th e  gun bo a t give m any insights 
in to  Civil W ar naval life .

All fail, including dig­
ging a canal across the 
base of De Soto Point 
to bypass Vicksburg's 
batteries.

S p rin g  1863 Grant 
marches a 45,000-strong 
army down the Louisi­
ana side of the Missis­
sippi River. He crosses 
well below Vicksburg 
and swings into posi­
tion to attack the city 
from the south or east.

M a rc h  31 Grant starts 
south from his encamp­
ments at Milliken's Bend, 
20 miles northwest of 
Vicksburg (see map).

A p ril 2 8 -2 9  The Fed­
erate are established at 
Hard Times, LA. Confed­
erate resistance prevents 
Grant from crossing the 
river at Grand Gulf.
Grant moves south.

A p r il 3 0 -M a y  1
Grant sends his troops 
ashore at Bruinsburg. 
Marching eastward, 
they defeat parts of 
Pemberton's forces near 
Port Gibson.

M a y  12 Grant's troops 
defeat parts of Pember­
ton's forces near Ray­
mond.

M a y  14 Grant cap­
tures Jackson, the state 
capital, scattering its 
defenders.

M a y  16 Grant marches 
west to Vicksburg along 
the Southern Railroad 
of Mississippi. At 
Champion Hill Grant's 
force defeats Pember­
ton's field army in the 
campaign's largest, 
bloodiest, and most 
significant action.



Explore Vicksburg National Military Park

The park entrance and v is ito r center are on Clay 
Street (US 80) w ith in  Vi m ile  o f  1-20. The v is ito r 
center and U.S.S. Cairo Museum are open daily 
except Thanksgiving, December 25, and January 
1. Ask a b o u t special program s and activities. 
Service animals are a llow ed.

W hen established in 1899, the  park included 
th e  en tire  ex ten t o f th e  siege and defense lines. 
In th e  1960s th e  park's low er th ird  was trans­
fe rred  to  the  c ity to  com ple te  1-20. Today, th e  
m ain park area is in northeastern  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. The fo u r  detached units to  th e  
south a long W ashington Street (US Bus. 61) 
are Louisiana Circle, site o f  a Confederate 
fo rt if ic a tio n ; South Fort, a C onfederate defense 
w ork ; Navy Circle, m ark ing  th e  Federal lines' 
southern anchor; and a p o rtio n  o f G rant's Canal 
across th e  Mississippi River in Louisiana. Follow  
Mission 66 Road and South C onfederate Ave­
nue to  th e  many m onum ents and reg im enta l 
markers on fo rm e r park property.

Accessibility We strive to make facilities, 
services, and programs accessible to all. For 
information go to the visitor center, ask a 
ranger, call, or check the park website.

Regulations and Safety Federal laws protect 
all natural and cultural features in the park. It 
is illegal to possess, disturb, remove, excavate, 
or destroy archeological, cultural, historic, or 
prehistoric resources. • Possession or use of 
metal detectors on park property is prohibited.
• Fires and camping are prohibited. • For fire­
arms regulations check the park website.
• Always leash or physically restrain pets.
• Picnic only at the U.S.S. Cairo Museum. • Do 
not climb on cannon or monuments. • Be alert 
to hazards like fire ants, poison ivy, and poi­
sonous snakes. • Severe thunderstorms can 
develop quickly year-round; be prepared to 
seek shelter.

Emergencies call 911

More Information
Vicksburg
National Military Park 
3201 Clay St.
Vicksburg, MS 39183-3495
601-636-0583
www.nps.gov/vick

Follow us on social media.

Use the official NPS App 
to guide your visit.

Learn about national 
parks at www.nps.gov.

□ National
Park Foundation

Join the park community. 
www.nationalparks.org

OGP0 2023 - 423-201/83027 
Las* updated 2021

TOUR THE BATTLEFIELD
W e suggest you beg in  the  16-m ile to u r  a t the  
v is ito r center, w h e re  exh ib its  and a 20-m inute  
f i lm  exp la in  the  cam paign and siege o f Vicks­
burg . The num bered stops b e lo w  are keyed to  
th e  map. A long  th e  tour, red m eta l markers 
pe rta in  to  C onfederate lines or emplacem ents; 
b lue m arkers pe rta in  to  Federal forces.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE APP TOUR
W hen stopped a t one o f  th e  locations below , 
use th e  o ffic ia l NPS App fo r  m ore in fo rm a tio n .

0  B a tte ry  De G olyer From th is  pos ition  a ba t­
te ry  o f  guns, inc lud ing  those fro m  th e  Eighth 
M ich igan A rtille ry  com m anded by Capt. Samuel 
De Golyer, ham m ered th e  C onfederate  Great 
R edoubt d irectly  ahead. A t  one t im e  as m any as 
22 Federal a rtille ry  pieces w ere  positioned  here. 
De Golyer was m orta lly  w ounded  w h ile  d irec t­
ing  th e  f ire  from  th is  battery.

0  Shirley House "The w h ite  house," as Federal 
troops  called it, is th e  on ly surviv ing w a rtim e  
struc tu re  in  the  park. D uring th e  siege it  served 
as headquarters fo r  th e  Forty-F ifth  Illinois 
Infantry, whose members b u ilt  hundreds o f 
b o m b p ro o f shelters around it  to  p ro tec t th e m ­
selves against C onfederate  a rtil le ry  fire . It has 
been restored to  its 1863 appearance.

0  Third Louisiana Redan Here was one o f  the
m ajor C onfederate  fo rtif ic a tio n s  gua rd ing  the  
Jackson Road approach to  V icksburg. Conclud­
ing  th e  fo r t  was im pregnab le  to  d irec t assault, 
Gen. G ran t ordered his troo p s  to  d ig  mines 
under th e  w o rk  and b lo w  i t  up. The firs t m ine 
was de tona ted  June 25; th e  second, July 1. 
N e ither b roke th e  C onfederate  line.

O  Ransom's Gun Path To p rov ide  add itio na l 
a rtil le ry  support fo r  in fa n try  a t th is  sector o f 
th e  siege lines, th e  Second Illino is  A rt ille ry  
d ism antled tw o  12-pounder cannon. A ided by 
Gen. Thomas Ransom's in fan try , th e y  dragged 
th e  guns over rough  te rra in  to  an earthen 
parape t ju s t 100 yards fro m  th e  C onfederate 
position . There, th e  guns w ere  reassembled 
and re tu rned  to  action.

0  Stockade Redan A ttack  On M ay 19 from  
th is  and nearby points US Gen. W illiam  T. Sher­
man launched an in fa n try  a ttack against the  
Stockade Redan (Tour Stop 10). The Federals 
w ere  repulsed w ith  heavy losses. Three days 
later, as p a rt o f  a genera l assault on th e  Con­
fede ra te  lines, Federal soldiers a ttacked the  
Redan again. This attack also fa iled .

0  Thayer's Approach On th e  a fte rn o o n  o f 
M ay 22, Federal troops com m anded by Brig. 
Gen. John M. Thayer storm ed up th is h ill tow ard  
Confederates dug in a t th e  top , b u t geography 
and enemy f ire  stopped them . Later Thayer's 
troops began d igg ing  a s ix-foot-deep approach 
trench  to w a rd  th e  C onfederate  position . His 
soldiers dug th e  tunne l beneath th e  road to  
avoid crossing th e  ridge, w he re  they  w o u ld  be 
exposed to  C onfederate fire .

0  B atte ry Se lfridge This b a tte ry  consisted 
e n tire ly  o f  naval cannon and was guarded by 
US Navy sailors. It is named in honor o f  Lt.
Cmdr. Thomas O. Selfridge Jr., th e  naval o ffice r 
s ta tioned  here w h o  was in  com m and o f th e  
Cairo w hen  it  was sunk in  th e  Yazoo River 
December 12, 1862. A  p laque here te lls  o f  the 
navy's ro le  in th e  siege o f  Vicksburg.

0  V icksburg N ationa l Cem etery O f th e  nearly
17.000 Federal soldiers buried  here, ab o u t
13.000 are unknow n. Established in  1866, the  
cem etery is also th e  fin a l resting place fo r  
veterans o f  th e  Spanish-American War, W orld  
Wars I and II, and th e  Korean Conflic t. It  was 
closed to  buria ls in 1961. M any Confederates 
w h o  d ied  in  th e  siege are bu ried  in nearby 
Cedar H ill Cemetery.

0  Fort H ill This fo r t  anchored th e  C onfederate 
lines' no rthe rn  fla n k  and was so fo rm idab le  
th a t  no Federal a ttack was ever made against 
it. C onfederate gunners posted here helped 
th e  river batteries sink th e  Federal gunboa t 
C incinnati on M ay 27, 1863.

0  Great R edoubt Like th e  Third Louisiana 
Redan (Tour Stop 3), th is  massive C onfederate 
e a rth w o rk  guarded th e  Jackson Road. The 
repulsed Federal a ttack here May 22 suffered 
heavy losses. Federal a rtil le ry  ke p t th e  redoub t 
under a lm ost con tinuous bom bardm en t later.

0  Second Texas Lunette  This C onfederate 
fo rt if ic a tio n , operated by th e  Second Texas 
V o lun tee r In fantry, guarded th e  Baldw in Ferry 
Road approach to  Vicksburg. On M ay 22 i t  was 
th e  scene o f  fu rious f ig h t in g  as Confederates 
bea t back repeated Federal attacks. D uring  th e  
siege Federal soldiers dug approach trenches to  
w ith in  15 fe e t o f  th e  lune tte .

0  Railroad R edoubt Confederates b u ilt  th is  
w o rk  to  p ro tec t th e  Southern Railroad o f 
Mississippi. On th e  m orn ing  o f  M ay 22 Federal 
troops  assailed th is  s trongho ld  and forced ou t 
th e  defenders. A  de tachm ent o f  Col. Thomas 
W aul's Texas Legion coun te ra ttacked  and drove 
o u t th e  Federals in  a savage hand-to -hand f ig h t  
w ith  bayonets, clubbed muskets, and a rtille ry  
shells used as grenades.

( f )  Fort G a rro tt Here on June 17 Confederate 
soldiers o f  Col. Isham W. G arre tt's  T w entie th  
A labam a Regim ent suffered g rea t casualties 
fro m  Federal sharpshooter fire . Exasperated by 
th e  damage in flic te d  on his men, G a rro tt p icked 
up a r ifle -m uske t to  re tu rn  fire . Shot th ro u g h  
th e  heart, he d ied w ith o u t learn ing  he had 
been p rom oted  to  b rigad ie r general.

0  Hovey's Approach This restored section o f  
th e  tw o  approach trenches dug by Gen. A lv in  
P. Hovey's Federal troops  dem onstrates how  
th e  siege was conducted. The zigzag design 
he lped n u llify  th e  effects o f  C onfederate  fire  
and m in im ized Federal casualties.

0  Stockade Redan The Federal fa ilu res on 
M ay 19 and 22 to  overrun  th is  fo rt if ic a tio n , 
th e  princ ipa l C onfederate w o rk  gua rd ing  the  
Graveyard Road approach to  Vicksburg, were 
m a jo r facto rs in Grant's decision to  avoid any 
m ore d irec t assaults.

Louisiana Circle C onfederate  cannon guarded 
river approaches to  V icksburg and engaged 
Federal gunboats from  here d u rin g  th e  siege.

MORE PARK SITES
Grant's Canal (Madison Parish, LA) Federal 
troops tr ie d  to  cu t a canal across th e  base o f 
De Soto Point so gunboats and transports  could 
bypass C onfedera te  batteries a t Vicksburg.

Pemberton's Headquarters The W ills-Cowan 
house (ab o u t 1835) was C onfederate  Lt. Gen. 
John C. Pem berton's m ilita ry  headquarters du r­
ing th e  siege. Here, i t  was decided to  surrender 
V icksburg to  Federal forces on July 4, 1863.

South  Fort The southern anchor o f  Confeder­
ate defense lines a round V icksburg guarded the  
W arren ton  Road (W ashington Street) entrance.

Navy Circle M oun ted  rifle d  cannon prevented 
C onfederate  escape via th e  W arren ton  Road at 
th is  sou thern  anchor o f  th e  Federal siege lines.
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