


























































































































































































































general work as may be required in a limited business of this kind, will suffice for all purposes. Many of the well-established salteries were first started in this manner and have since grown to 
be of considerable importance . Two or three men with only a small amount of capital, if they are fortunate in selecting a good 
locality where the run of sa lmon can be relied upon - - for the success of the entire business depends upon the location -- can, if 
they display the required amount of energy, build up a paying business. They of course must appreciate the fact that at least for seven months out of the year they must content themselves with being cut off and isolated from civilization, but the class of men who seek a livelihood in this remote part of the world care littl e for social life, or, if so, the prospect which looms up before them for 
making money i s fully equivalent to any hardships of this nature they may undergo .. . 

Employees at the salteries have, heretofore, been paid by the month, but a few salters during the past season gave their men a lay . Sixty dollars a month for white fishermen and $1 a day for native help have been the established wages . It is fast becoming 
the custom to pay so much per barre 1 to white fishermen for a 11 salmon caught. At all places where this system has been tried it 
has given satisfaction to both fishermen and owners . Ten cents a barrel is the l ay received. In all fishing communities where fishing is performed on a lay much better results follow than where 
stipulated wages are given. The constant expectat ion of good catches stimulates the men with energy which wages have not the power to bring out. The f i shermen know that what benefits the proprietors likewise helps them . 

All barrels used for putting up salmon in southeastern Alaska 
are manufactured at the salteries. Suitable wood being abundant, they can be made at a reasonab 1 e price . During the winter months enough barre l s are made to meet the demand for the coming season . A cooper is an indispensable person about a salmon saltery, for, 
besides performing hi s regular duties as a cooper, he is often called upon to assist in various mechanical jobs, and i s pai d by the piece , or so much per barrel -- 85 cents for making a whole barrel and 65 cents for a half barrel. At this price he can earn good wages, for he is under no expense for board. 

It being the object of every man owning a saltery to enlarge on the plant and increase his business as rapidly as possible, several weeks of each year, before and after the fish i ng season, are spent in building wharves if needed, erecting buildings, and mak ing such improvements as are required to keep a place of this kind in good order. 

Many salmon salters have gained a firmer foothold in Alaska than the mere business of salting salmon would give them. They have 
branched out into genera 1 trade, and have stores we 11 stocked with 
goods of all kinds. In this way they have drawn around them the neighboring ·tribes of In di ans who are ever ready to buy and trade 
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for such commodities as they require. The result of barter and trade with the In di ans has been to an nu a 11 y fill the stores with large collections of furs. Bear, fox, and deer skins are chiefly dealt in, the most of which are shipped direct to San Francisco . 

--A.B. Alexander, 
1893. 

Desperation from the 1890's Depression drove thousands of workers north 
towards the Klondike Gold Rush in 1897. In a Depression wise investments of 
capital can realize fabulous profits. This took place. While the weary and 
hopeful workers flocked north in search of gold, Stateside capitalists 
invested in Southeast Alaskan canneries and took advantage of the large work 
force that never made it successfully over the Coastal Mountains in search of 
gold. Scandinavian and Chinese workers concentrated themselves in this employ 
-- along with the resident Alaskan Natives. 

Often, tota 11 y extraneous events determine the success and fa i 1 ure of 
industry. For example, developers began the production of dried salted dog 
salmon in Seymour Canal as early as 1899 but had gone out of business by 1900. 
Then the Russo-Japanese War brought a demand for this product; since the war 
ranged in seas where Japanese fishers caught their salmon, it had closed their 
fishery. In response to the Japanese need, salmon salteries in Alaska 
received a second lease on 1 ife, with packs of 560 pounds of dry salmon in 95 
pound boxes with fifteen pounds of salt . 

The putting up of dry-salted salmon for the Japanese trade is a growing branch of the Alaska fish industry, and is important in that it utilizes the dog or "chum" variety, of which the supply is practically unlimited, but which is undesirable for either canning or salting in the usual manner . The Japanese demand for this product a 1 ready exceeds the present supp 1 y, and it is not doubted 
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that the market would steadily keep pace with an enlarged producti on . A packer who has been giving his attention to this line of the business says : 11 We and all who have tried dry-salting dogs or 'chums ' regard them, without exception, the very best kind of salmon we have ever seen. If the American publ i c cou ld only know how good a fish they are, I feel sure a large home market would be opened for a fish with which Alaska waters are teeming, and for which there has been heretofore little use. 11 

--Howard Kutchin, 
1904 . 

However , the peace treaty between Japan and Russ i a ki l led the amrket and the 
Alaskan reincarnation died. The rise and fall of one of these salteries, in 
Seymour Canal, illustrates this process well -- reported wage discrepancies 
notwithstanding. 

A saltery began in 1903 at Mole Harbor . Its plant valued at $3,000 
and had cap i tal stock of $5,000, based in Oakland, California. They 

operated one steam 1 aunch (five tons) and four 1 i ghter/boats --
using two seines and, perhaps, a few gi 11 nets. Two Whites worked 
with twelve Natives -- to whom $1,700 in wages went -- and their 
operation paid $8,000 in taxes the first year. 

In 1904, the operation moved to Pleasant Bay and were listed for the 

first time as the Alaska Fish and Development Company, based in 
Seattle. They packed 23,035 pink salmon, putting up 225 barrels of 

salted salmon and forty-six half-barrels for a net market value of 

$1,493. The empl oyment ratio changed to thirteen Whites and two 
Natives, with $7 ,497 wages paid . This second year they worked with 
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one steamer (two tons) and sixteen lighter/boats, using one seine 

and one trap. 

Juneau, Alaska, May 2, 
1904. 

Hon. George M. Bowers, 
United States Fish Commissioner, Washington, D.C. 

Sir: I arrived at Juneau to-day, coming here at the request of my people to see the fishing inspectors or agents, in order to have them visit our place at Pleasant Bay, near Mole Harbor, Grass Peninsula, Alaska. 

Last season a company represented by one Fred Galvas 
fished in our locality, and with dragnets, seines, and other gear practically barricaded the stream up which the dog and humpbacks run, and upon which our people here principally depend for their food supply. Last season through their agency thousands of such fish were uselessly destroyed. 
There are several small lakes back of this stream, but there are not many red fish or sockeyes visiting it. But our 
people have · long resided thereabout and depended upon the fish of the small Pleasant Bay, such as the king salmon that follows the herring and the dog or chum and humpback salmon for their supply . 

Now this man Galvas is preparing to put in a trap in these waters, and has already begun putting up a warehouse, 
and will build a wharf in close proximity to my house and my old father's premises . I wish that you would cause your 
agents to look into this matter, and as I will be in Pleasant Bay from now until about July 4, I shall be pleased to show him personally, what our people claim in these 
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respects and what protection we need. Please wri te to Frank 
Mason (native), care of p.a. box 194, Juneau, Alaska. 

Department of Commerce and Labor, 
Division of Alaskan Fisheries, 

Off i ce of Assistant Agent, 
Port of Ketchikan, Alaska, September 4, 1904. 

Mr. H.M. Kutchin, 
Agent at Alaska Salmon Fisheries. 

Dear Sir : Your communication of August 25, also copy 
of complaint from Fra nk Mason, of Juneau, in regard to the 
fishery at Pleasant Bay, was received. 

Mr. F.A. J. Galvas, of Douglas, is manager of the Ala ska 
Fi sh and Development Company , which formerly operated at 
Mole Harbor, but removed this year to Pleasant Bay . As the 
company had suspended salmon fishing before the complaint 
reached me , I did not visit the bay, which i s quite 
difficult of access . I understand they have a trap in 
operation and are sl owly erecting buildings, wharf, etc . 
They have done little with salmon this season , most of t heir 
attention haveing been devoted to halibut fishing, whil e 
they expect to engage in herring sa lting this fall. 

Very respectfully , 

Fisheries. 

John N. Cobb , 
Assistant Agent at Alaska Salmon 

--Howard Kutchi n, 
1904. 

In 1905 they packed 50 ,800 salmon into 350 barrels, as well as 

160 ,000 pounds of dry sa lted salmon and salted herring, for a value 

of $6 ,300. They employed twenty Whites and five Natives for $2,900 

of wages, who worked f ive seines out of nine 1 i ghters/boats . They 

didn't set the trap that year . However, they did build a small 

fertilizer plant aboard a large hulk, named the "Enoch Talbot, 11 

anchored in Pleasant Bay, to process herri ng and fish remains. 
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However, the pl ant never operated, was removed from the hulk, and 

placed ashore. This operation seemed to fade totally out of 

existence by 1908 . 

Canned Salmon 

The first cannery appeared on Admiralty Island in 1902 -- at Funter Bay 

and a U.S . Post Office opened there . Organized by Portland capitalists, 

t he Thlinket Trading and Packing Company met with li ttle competi t i on in its 
area . It fished Hawk Inlet , Freshwater Bay, Tenakee Inlet, Su l l ivan Island, 

Eagle River, and the Ch il kat River, as well as Funter Bay proper. According 
to U.S. Law, canneri es could deduct the costs of operati ng hatcheries from 
their taxes, which many did at a marginally worthwhile profit. The T.T.& P. 

Company chose James Bay as the site of thei r hatchery, but never constru cted 
it. 

In 1902, the operation began with diverse methods . Their 

workers consisted of sixty-five Whites, thirty Natives and 

thirty-eight Chinese, whom they paid $29,500 in wages . The fishers 

worked from thirty boats and lighters, which were serviced by two 

steamers (106 tons), using twelve seines and s i x gi llnets , as well 

as two traps placed at Eagle Ri ver and Sull ivan Island. the fis h 

trap at Eagl e River led to litigation over the legality of fishing 

at the mouth of a river -- whether the river 1 s mouth is legally 

defined at high or low tide . The market rendered the decision moot 

when the Company declared the traps a fai l ure and reportedly 
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dismantled them. This first season proved successful with a pack of 

31,888 cases of mostly pink salmon for a value of $87,200. 

In 1903 their season's pack value decreased to $75,000 due to a 

glut of pink salmon , which were worth less; they packed more than a 

million pinks and still had to release many, losing time by sorting 

them out of their fish traps for the more valuable silver salmon. A 

Bureau of Fisheries agent reported that on August 26, a scow brought 

in 7,000 11 silversides 11 in one load. The Company began to shift to a 

pattern that became the status quo in large Alaskan canneries -­

discarding seines and gillnets and depending solely on three fish 

traps that didn't strike or requ i re pay. They reduced their vessels 

to the two steamers (104 tons) and only fifteen 1 ighters/ boats. 

Their work force dropped to only twenty-two Whites and ten Natives, 

but increased to forty-nine Chinese, who all received $22,000 in 

wages. This reduction of wages, capita 1 investments and expenses 

probably made them a larger overall profit than the previous year, 

even through the pack value proved smaller. 

The 1904 pack value nearly doubled with an increase of silvers 

and the addition of two more fish traps. They worked twenty-seven 

Whites , twenty-three Natives, thirty Chinese, and twenty Japanese 

for wages of $27 ,0.00 in sixteen hour days. The Bureau of Fisheries 

reported this as the first year for Japanese, Filipino and Puerto 

Rican laborers in the Alaska cannery work force -- due to a shortage 

of Chinese workers. 
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The increasing difficu l ty of securing sufficient numbers of Chinamen for the operation of the canneries, mentioned in former reports, was the occasion of a good deal of troubl e to the packers this season, and various experiments for relief were resorted to. Many more Japs t han usual were employed . While the latter were not qu i te satisfactory if employed in gangs of mixed nationalities, by themselves they proved excellent workers. In addition to the Japs at different places there were found Mexicans, Porto Ricans, Filipinos, and South Americans. It has come to be almost impossible to su pply the very large plants with Chinese gangs only, and the problems of fil l ing their places with an equally good class of workers is bound to be perplexing for some t ime to come. 

--Howard Kutch in, 
1904 . 

The 1905 season looked very si mil ar to the previous year's report. 
However, in 1906 the Bureau of Fisheries reports converted to a new 
system - - the breakdown of data, cannery by cannery , changed to 
lumped information for each Alaskan region. 

Killisnoo Letter 
(Cor. Douglas News) 

Yesterday and today, showery . We need rai n very much, as we had only two rainy days in April and three in May previous to this rain. The gardens look fine s ince showers. At Killi snoo they have had to get water from across the bay for four weeks. 
On the 1 ast Cottage City Mr . Carl Spuhn, president of the oil and guano company, returned from Portland with several more workmen . They now have about one hundred and fifteen men empl oyed, I am told . 

The steame rs Ange les and Dolphin started out last night for their first load of fish . There is considerable strife between Captai n Bl ain of the Angeles and Captain Brightman of the. Dolphin as to which will bring i n the most fish during the season . Last season the Ange les caught sixty-six thousand barrels while the Do lphin brought in but f ifty eight thousand barrels. 
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The fisheries employ very few Indians, so most of them have gone out to Sitco Bay to fis h for the cannery. They have ninety Chinamen there now, making cans, and expect more on the next steamer . 

Several days ago Father Sobaleff was going to the store in the evening . He had to go down several steps , and the third one from the top was out. Not knowing it, he went through and fel l a distance of ten feet , striking his side on a step , breaking two ribs and injuring himself internally quite badly. He lay quite a long time before anyone knew that he was hurt. Not returning as soon as his wife thought he should, one of the boys went to look for him and found hi m i n great agony. He was hel ped to the house, and his wife bathed him and done all she could , but no doctor living there, he was not properly attended to. He had to go to Sitka as soon as he wa s ab le to get to the steamer. The doctor there bandaged hi m up and he returned on the same steamer. He is getting along nicely now . 

There are more than one hundred white people here during six months of each year -- the fishing season -- and some Indians. The other six months of the year there a re about fou r hundred Indians here and at Angoon, only three mil es across the bay. And three white fami li es live at Killisnoo all the year around. 

--Mrs. C. E. VanHuebner , 
Killisnoo, May 29th, 1902 . 
--Daily Record-Miner, 
6 June 1902, Juneau. 

At the start of the second decade of the 20th Century , additional salmon 
canneries sprang up on severa l Admiralty Island i nl ets . A similari ty existed 
in all their operations , their fortunes rose and fell together, and there is a 
lack of individual cannery information. Therefore, I will only list them with 
t heir years and method of operation, name changes, and average number of traps 
operated. 
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Hawk Inlet 

Gambi er Bay 

Hawk Fish Company salmon cannery-average 10 traps 

1911 to post-1942 

Alaska Fi sh 

Company 

in 1915 P. E. Harris and Company 

purchased the cannery . 

floating sa l mon ca nnery aboard the 

"Glory of the Seas 11 (1939 tons --

240 1 X 44 I ' 20 I depth) • 

1911 for f irst half season , then 

towed to Ketchikan to work when 

the season dropped off . 

Admiralty Trading sa lmon cannery average 8 traps 

Company 1912 to 1926 

In 1913 the Alaska Fisheries and 

Fur Industries bought the 

operation and it changed hands a 

number of times unti 1 the Hoonah 

Bay Packing Company purchased it 

in 1915. 
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Tyee Vendsyssal 

Packing Co. 

Pacific Mild 

Cure Company 

sal mon saltery and mild cure 

1913 to 1918/20 

sa lmon saltery and mild cure 

1916 to 1918/20 

Labor problems arose from inconsideration of trad itional worker values. 

The Indians of Alaska are an important factor in labor conditions, the cannery men drawing upon them for a very considerable portion of their force and frequently employing a whole village during the salmon season. The jealousies between the tribes , however, and various racial traits on all sides among the laborers are the occasion of a vari ety of complications. An occurence this summer gave evidence of the possibility of trouble that lies in failure to observe the customs governing the Indians in t heir fishing operations. A crew from t he Sitka tribe fished for the Sitkoh Bay cannery in Redoubt Bay, a short di stance south of Sitka , until early in September, when they stopped, giving the sea rci ty of fish as a cause . Upon this the superintendent of the cannery sent over a crew of Killisnoo Indians to fish the bay. The Sitka Indians, however, claim the exclusive right to fish there and resented the coming of the Killisnoo crew , who, fully cognizant of their situation, refused to remain in camp on the bay , insisting on being carried back to the cannery with each trip of the launch. But for this and the lateness of the season, disorder and possibly bloodshed could not have been averted. 

--John Cobb and Millard Marsh 
1907. 

The introduction of automated cannery equipment began at the turn of this 
century and began to help solve the problem of l abor disputes by getting rid 
of labor -- machines like the 11 Iron Chink 11 could replace up to 50% of the work 
force at a cannery. By 1911 machines routinely packed 1-16 tall cans, except 
for some flats of the cho icest grade salmon handpacked by Native women and 
children. 
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In 1911, the salmon packer 11 Ramona11 of the Pacific Steamship Company went 
down near the Span i sh Islands while carryi ng 11,177 cases of salmon from the 
canneries at Funter Bay and Hawk Inl et . The majority of t he packs floated 
ashore and locals fetched them to nearby canneries for 50¢ to $2 . 50 per case. 
The benefitted canneries cleaned, relacquered and relabeled the cans, selling 
them as t heir own. The insurance company paid the original canneries and 
Alaska industry came out a winner. 

An increasing component in the Bureau of Fisheries reports and the 
newspapers of the time was the violations of fisheries l aws . These probably 
show l ess the increasing lawl essness and more the proliferation of 
regulations. The violations were, f or the most part, f or fis hing in time and 
location closures . However, the occasional odd case did arise . A Ta ku ixt ' 
lived in Gambier Bay by the name of Too-Tsao or "Gambier Bay Jim" . He fished 
for the Admira lty Trading Company and was respected as a success in the cash 
economy whi ch t he canneri es brought to Admiralty Island, in many cases, for 
the f irst time. His goal was to begin a steamship operati on wi t h hi s savings, 
but he died before this coul d be accomplished. He combined his duties as ixt' 
with those of a cannery worker . 
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GAMBIER JIM IS NOT GUILTY OF BLACKMAIL 

HOODOO DIAGNOSED AS MERELY LABOR TROUBLE 

When Indian Statesman's Fish is Dec1ined by Cannery 
· He Ca11s a Strike 

Gambier Bay Jim was found not gui1ty of blackmail by 
Commissioner Marshall last Saturday afternoon, and t he alleged crime was found to be merely a strike . 

Jim was arrested three or four days ago on the theory that he 
had placed a spell on the cannery as Gambier Bay, and s i1enced the hum of the machinery. The trouble started over the character of the fish the Indian potentate brought to the cannery -- the fish was fina1ly so bad that the cannery was unab1e to use it and Jim was so 
i nforrned . 

Following this refusal to accept his wares, Gambier Bay Jim presented his ultimatum to Superintendent Teal . He placed over the cannery what was supposed to be a spe11, and all the natives refused to work. 

Attorney Burton, who represented the defendant, con vi need the court that the fish vender, although he is a big medicine man with 
the tribe, had exercised no criminally occult practices, but had mere1y inaugurated a modern strike, and in t hi s vi ew of the case the defendant was discahrged. The cannery is stil l closed . 

--The Daily Alaska Dispatch 
11 August 1913, Juneau 

After World War I, the Bureau of Fisheries acquired decommissioned 
minesweepers and subchasers to enforce their regu lations and placed guards on 
the important streams . 
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Species Conflict 

The three basic fisheries in Alaska in the 19th Century were herring, cod 

and salmon . American markets would buy t hese fish and the finicky American 

public used them as acceptable fare . In the first two decades of the 20th 

Century, the fishery producing-processing-marketing industries ex pl oded with 

innovations. Fi shers began t o take new speci es incidental to their basic 

catch , processors developed new preparations of these species, and the 

marketers began to convince the American Public that these fish actually 

tasted good and were worth buying. Failing that, the fish were marketed 

Overseas . The halibut fleets began moving north with increasi ng numbers into 

Southeast Al aska . The processors developed commercial packing for uniquely 

shaped animals like crab and shrimp. Popular Overseas packs like pickled and 

mild cured salmon in the Germanic nations and dry salted dog sa lmon i n Japan 
picked up popularity among the waves of immigrants to America and passed onto 

t heir Yankee neighbors. Southeast processors began experimenting with 

products like fish pudding, smoked salmon l oaf and deviled halibut. These 

fisheries did not establ ish operations 11 on 11 Admiralty Island, but they fished 

Admiralty waters , employed Admiralty res i dents and had an impact on the 

Admiralty operations -- primarily t he herring plant at Killisnoo . 

Herring Products 

In 1900, from a catch of 60,300 barrels of fish , the Alaska Oil and Guano 

Company put up 172,000 gallons of oil (worth $34,000), as well as 1200 tons of 

guano (worth $26,400), 192 barrel s of salt herring (worth $960), 210 barrels 

of salt salmon (worth $1,680) and 520t barrels of salmon bellies (worth 
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$2,080). They employed forty-seven whites (reported as Scandinavians for the 
most part), nine Japanese, five Chinese and forty Indians. 

Manufacturers worked changes at the Killisnoo plant. Farmers had begun a 
demand for fish mea 1 to feed their livestock and this higher paying product 
began to replace the low priced fertilizer production. Tanners also began a 
larger demand for oil. The Alaska Oil and Guano Company seemed about to break 
out of their 11 marginal 11 profits and into the big time. But just then, the 
salmon industry attributed their decline in huge salmon packs, in part, to 
pollution and a lack of feed. Also, the halibut and trolling industry wanted 
a larger supply of bait, and noted a decline in herring in Southeast Alaska. 
The feed and the bait were herring , which the Alaska Oil and Guano Company at 
Killisnoo used. In 1906, the "citizens of Southeast Alaska" submitted a 
petition to Congress to prohibit the use of food fishes for fertilizer. The 
complaints finally involved the federal Bureau of Fisheries . 

For the last 25 years the manufacture of fertilizer and oil has been conducted by one factory located at Ki 11 i snoo, on the west coast of Admiralty Island. This industry has created much adverse criticism because of the general claim in Alaska that an edible and va 1 uab le fish like the herring should not be used except for food and bait purposes. It has been stated by the management of this plant that the business has not been a financial success, but it is safe to assume that any factory that has operated for a quarter of a century must be a paying proposition, otherwise it would not remain active. The manager of this plant emphasized the fact that they use almost nothing but herring, the only exception being an occasional straggler of other spec ies . This, however, must have been a mistake, for I not only heard that all fish irrespective of species caught in the seines were used, but one evening last summer when a boatload of fish of about 125 tons, representing 875,000 herring, or approximately 1,250 barrels of 700 fish each, were being discharged into a large storage bin at the plant 1 observed that while most of them were herring there were also numbers of cod, a few halibut, and some flounders scattered all through the cargo . I called the attention of the manager to this condition , and was assured that these other varieties of fish had not been with the herring before, 
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and the re fore had not been utilized. A number of the ernp 1 oyees, however, assured me that in every boatload there were fish other than herring. 

While this factory is now the single and isolated case, it seems to me that it should not be allowed to continue operations, but should be permanently closed by the Government . The further operation of this plant not only sets a bad example, but it destroys many thousands of good salable fish and opens the way for the establishment of other such reduction plants . In fact, just now there is a large company anticipating the same use of herring, and they a re on 1 y waiting to see if the Government disapproves the continuation of the Killisnoo plant . Up to this year the Killisnoo factory has manufactured fertilizer and oil only . It has now partially discontinued the manufacture of fertilizer and is making instead a form of meal which is utilized chiefly for poultry food . 

--Lester Jones, 
1915. 

Pollution had also been considered a factor to the decline in the salmon 
catch -- tailings from the mines, sawdust from lumbering, and offal from fish 
processors. The salmon industry decided to put their own house in order when 
the processing of salmon oil and gurry for agriculture began to pay. Around 
1912 portable and rel atively inexpensive processing plants began to compete 
with the Alaska Oil and Guano Company. This competition came at an 
inauspicious time . Just as the Ki l lisnoo plant found a demand for new 
products, competition came from other processors -- not only with the new 
markets for anima 1 food and tanning oil , but with their o 1 d markets for oi 1 
and fertilizer -- and the new processors and fishers threatened to close their 
access to their root resource of herring. Things couldn't look much worse. 

As a justification for the pressure put on the Alaska Oil and Guano 
Company, the sa lmon industry competition claimed that the use of herring for 
oil and guano was a waste of good food . At this time the canning of herring 
and kippers were emerging as a growing U.S . product due to World \~ar I's 
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interference with the European herring industry. They also claimed salmon 
wastes could just as effectively supply the demand for oil and fertilizer. 
The Atlantic menhaden fishery, at this time, also began to compete with 
herring as oil-feed-fertilizer being closer to the east coast 

transportation routes for industrial and agricultural use. And finally, the 
rise of troll fishing for mild cure salmon, which used herring for bait, 
combined with the halibut fishery bait needs to demand a stop to the rendering 
of herring. In addition to pressure applied to this industry, White commerce 

al~O ODjQCtQO to th~ N~!;v~ ~A~V~~t of herr~ng eggs as food. 

The Al a ska Oil and Guano Company tried to meet these restri cti ans and 
convert to new markets. By 1915 they had buiH freezers at Killisnoo and 
supplied bait herring to the halibut and salmon vessels, refined their 

fo~til,~~~ ~~~dud 1nto anima1 tood, and expanded their pickling of herring 
for human consumption. The next year they reorganized as the Alaska Fish 
Salting and By-Products Company. Nevertheless, their production declined in 
all products, they operated their factory sporadically, and the Native workers 
began leaving the village that had grown up around the Kill isnoo plant to 
return to Angoon. The company changed names and made joint operation 
agreements as if they might stati st ically win with one of them: in 1924 they 
became the Killisnoo Packing Company and in 1925 Killisnoo Fisheries, in 1927 
they contracted with Davis and Weer (Inc.) and in 1928 with Henry Klapisch for 
the Scotch cure of herring. In 1928 a fire damaged the facilities and the 
operations ended in 1931 -- after 53 years of desultory operation. 



XI. AFTER THE RUSH 

More Shipwrecks 

The increasing fisheries also increased ship disasters, construction of 
1 ighthouses notwithstanding. In 1907, the Japanese schooner , "Satsuma Maru 11 

(185 tons), owned by the S. Satsuma Company of Tokyo, sank off Yakutat. She 
had arrived at Killisnoo late in the season with a crew of twenty-seven men 
and 140 tons of salt in her hold, intending to purchase dog salmon -- a trade 
having grown up since the Russo-Japanese War. Lacking the proper government 
papers , the bureaucrats in Sitka disallowed her purchase of salmon. An 
article in Alaska Life, at the height of World War II and anti-Japanese 
jingoism, imputed espionage to the vessel' s hydrography of the waters around 
Chatham Straits and collaboration on the part of Japanese workers at 
Killisnoo. 

Visitors were always welcomed (at Killisnoo, at Rev . Soboleff's house). A Japanese named Matsumoto cooked at the factory messhouse. He and some Jap messboys came almost every night to visit the Soboleffs. The Priest owned the only phonograph in town, so the oriental visitors purchased two Japanese records and played them several times each visit. The high-pitched voices were a great bore to Vera and her younger sister, Nina, so finally they asked the men to buy some new records. They gleefully complied and purchased more Japanese recordings. 

--Bess Winn, 
1943. 

The Japanese workers, who, along with other nationalities after 1904, began to 
replace the Chinese workers, reportedly formed a settlement across from 
Killisnoo -- on Baranof Island -- known locally as "Little Tokyo. 11 



The previous year, in 1906, the schooner 11 Sehome 11 was wrecked at Point 
Gardner with three lives lost and in 1913 the S.S. "State of California" went 

down in ~~mbier Bay. Thirty-one peopl@ died in thQ lJttgr w~~ck, ean~id~~~d, 
at the time, the third worst maritime disaster in Alaska's history. 

THE PURSER TELLS STORY OF THE WRECK 

THE LINER STRUCK AND SUNK IN FEW MINUTES 

Purser Coughlin Has Clear Remembrance 
of Thrilling Experiences In Wreck 

All the officers of the ill-fated steamship State of California agree she struck and sunk within three minutes. Purser L.J. Coughlin, a surv ivor of the Curacao wreck, tells the following story of the wreck, which, like the stories of the other officers, shows 
the officers of the shif ~-~~ v~~ir ~fC5ence Of mind and nad littlQ 
time before they were in the water. 

11 I was up four hours before the disaster, 1 ook i ng after two passengers at Petersburg whom we discharged on a launch, so when we arrived at Gambier Bay the freight clerk took charge of the situation and I wa s asleep in my room, which was also my office . 

"When I felt the shock of the boat striking the rock it awoke me, and of course with the experience I had with the Curacao I knew immediately what it was. I jumped out of bed, put on my trousers, uniform coat, and slipped on my shoes. At the time I heard the four whistles and when I opened the door, my room being on the lower deck, the water was flowing over the bulwarks. In water up to my waist I made my way a round to the companion way, on deck to my station , which was in a forward position, where the crew was already in the act of launching the boat. I assisted in pushing it over the side and turned around. There were no passengers there except Mr. Floyd and his wife. I heard the captain 1 s orders to put the women in the boat first and I ran aft to get them. I got about as far as the after hatch, where, to the best of my remembrance, there was only one lady in sight, that being Mr. Riordan, and she was being assisted by some man . By that time the boat beqan to list heavilv 



"I swam probably 10 or 12 feet, then turned over on my back 
just in time to see the wireless cabin (I think it was) coming 
towards me, sinking as it came. I tried to swim away from it as 
fast as I could and T was taken down once by the suction. Upon 
coming to the surface I was amidst the pile Qf wre~Kuge ana oeoriJ 
and I climbed upon the side of a house that had a lot of doors and 
windows of staterooms in it. As I stood upright the first person I 
saw was Pilot McGillivary about 25 or 30 feet from me in the middle 
of a l ot of wreckage, and I heard him say he was hu rt. T jumped 
overboard, trying to swim to him, but was unable to work my way to 
him on account of the wreckage surrounding him. By that time I saw 
he had been able to find somethi ng substantial to get on, and 
sighting a life boat I swam towards it. Climbing over a pile of 
wreckage I worked my way toward it, finding it was full of water . 
About this time a quarter master, a deck boy and two other 
passengers had climbed upon this wreckage and we started to bail the 
boat out, at the same time putting aboard passengers and members of 
the crew who came swimming towards us . In attempting to move the 
boat we fou nd it was anchored on top of what I t hi nk was a part of 
the house. 

11 1 remember see i ng a heroic act on t he part of a member of our crew -- a deck boy, H. Postron by name . I saw him jump into the 
water from a boat and swim toward and rescue, whom I afterward 
learned was the four yea r old son, Albert , of W.H. Dan i el of 
Doug l as . I expect t here were many just such rescues . 

"As there were no more around we could assist, we started to 
work our way toward the beach . The l aunches from t he cannery by 
tnat tiIDQ nao ~~~;v~~ 6~ the scene and they ass~sted ~n the rescue 
work, later on taking the passengers who were lucky enough to reach 
the beach, to the cannery , where all that possibly could be was done 
for their comfort. 11 

--The Daily Alaska Dispatch 
22 August 1913, Juneau . 

Divers described the jagged pinnac l es she struck, lying onl y 16 feet be.low the 

surface at zero tide, as "resembling a huge saw ... the rock looked like the 

very jaws of hell . 11 Some people, however, did benefit from the wreck. 



and George furniture store. Most of this shipment floated clear of the wreck and the Indians have the furniture cached in the woods. 

--The Daily Alaska Dispatch 
20 August 1913, Juneau. 

Public outrage was enormous, blaming the deficient charts prepared by the U.S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey that showed "deep water" where the rocks lay. 

It is indeed a sure way to find a rock by marking it with a wreck, but science has 1 ong s i nee imp roved on that sys tern. The mariners of the Alaska coast have good right to demand the very best geodetic service, and the merchant marine has had to contribute entirely too much to the charting of rocks in these waters . 

--The Daily Alaska Dispatch, 
21 August 1913, Juneau. 

Using public opinion for political ends and in self-defense against 
accusations of negligence, the U.S. Secretary of Commerce delivered a fiery 
speech to Congress, rebuking them for planning an Alaskan railroad but 
neglecting navigational needs. The combined public and executive pressure on 
Congress led to unrivaled funding for navigation aids on the Alaska coast. 
Nevertheless, five years later the S.S. "Admiral Evans" hit a rock going into 
the cannery at Hawk Inlet, but had time to beach before going down and no 
lives were lost. By 1925 the light stations at Five Fingers and Sentinel 
Island had taken on radio beacons and Point Retreat had been considerably 
upgraded. 
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Steam Whaling 

In 1907 the Tyee Company began whaling in Chatham Straits and Frederick 
Sound -- rich in fin back, sulphur bottom, and humpback whales -~ operating 
from a station built the previous year at Tyee . Ninety to one hundred workers 
killed and processed eight whales in the fall of 1907. The U.S. Post Office 
opened at Tyee that year and ran until 1953 . They took from each seventy-five 
barrels of oil, canning or otherwise processing the flesh for overseas 
markets, with the ba 1 een and bones sent south for industry. The occas i ona 1 
sperm whale was worth $3 ,000. They used steam whalers, bow-mounted with a 
Svend-Foyn harpoon gun (3 11 bore and exploding head). The Tyee Company 
operated several vessels over its six years of operation. 

"Tyee, Jr. 11 
-- 97.9' x 17.7 ' (71 tons) with "t he lines of a yacht." 

11 Lizzie S. Sorrenson 11 
-- gas schooner {49 tons). 

"Fearless" -- steamer (85 tons). 

"Fresno" -- unrigged vessel (1149 tons). 

"Diamond Head" -- supply bark (952 tons). 
11 Allen A" -- schooner (266 tons). 

"Sperm" -- barge. 

In 1910 the Tyee Company was the only shore whaling station in the United 
States where all parts of the whale were used, but they had to resort to the 
outside water to catch enough whales to maintain the i r operations. 

The "Lizzie S. Sorrenson" early in the season met a most unusual fate. As she was cruising around in the ocean about 8 miles southwest of Cape Addington the evening of May 10 a whale was 
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sighted. She was cautiously worked to within gunshot and a harpoon driven into the animal. The weapon failed to reach a vital spot, 
anq the whale made off at a terrific rate, but finding its progress 
checked it suddenl~ made off at a terrific r~t~, p~t finding it5 
progress checked it sudden ly turned and charged directly at the vessel. Unavailing efforts were made by the crew to work the ship 
out of the way of the infuriated creature, and the whale, striking 
her a terrific b 1 ow in the stern, knocked out a portion of the bottom. Efforts made to plug the hole were without success, and as the pumps did not suffice, the crew took to their boats and the vessel soon sank . Two days later the shipwrecked crew was picked up by the whaler 11 Fearless. 11 

--U.S . Bureau of Fisheries, 
1910. 

The next year the Company put the oilery aboard a barge and ranged as far 

afield as Kodiak hunting whales. They moved their base to Baranof Island. 

All to no avail. They disbanded in 1913 . Capital had climaxed and gone down 

with their ship in 1910 . 

Fur Farms 

Alaska's fur farming had begun Out West around 1885 and had centered on 
the blue fox, with the federal government leasing appropriate lands through 

the Treasury Department. Just after the Klondike Gol d Rush an interest in fox 
farming began to trickle down into Southeast Alaska. 



TO START FOX FARM 

Jim York Brings 60 Foxes From the Westward. 

PACIFIC COAST EXPOSITION 

Alaska Should Join With Other States and 
Exploit Her Resources . 

Among the passengers who arrived from the westward on the 
steamer Newport yesterday was Mr. Jim York, a brother of Capt. Steve York of this city . Mr. York brought down 60 young blue foxes, which he intends to take down to Sum Oum island and start a fox farm . Chas. Stewart , formerly of Juneau, is interested with Mr. York in this enterprise, and as the fur of this fox is worth from $15 to $30 
there is no doubt but what this enterprise wi 11 be a paying one. These animals breed very rapidly and are easy to raise when properly handled. We wish the gentlemen success and hope that others may follow their example. 

Alaska is a country of great resources if only taken advantage of. 

--The Alaska Record-Miner, 
4 October 1901, Juneau. 

Other entrepreneurs schemed on raising marten , skunk and sundrie other 

fur bearers. Like the evolution of prospecting into mining and f i shing into 
canning fur farming was industrialization of trapping. In 1904 
administrative responsibility for fur island rentals transferred to the 
Department of Commerce , which in 1913 announced the l easing of 12 islands on 

the Alaskan coast . By that time the U.S. Forest Service had assumed 
jurisdiction of several i slands in Alaska and a price war ranged between the 
two agencies Commerce charged $100 per year and the Forest Service leased 
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its islands for only $25. Farmers on Commerce's l and petitioned the federal 

government to transfer their islands to Forest Ser.vice jurisdiction .. . truly 
a memorable event -- the fabled sheep ask ing the eagle for a night's lodging 

in the wolf's den to escape from the cold. In 1910, phenomenal success of 
eastern Canadian fox farms re-invigorated fur interests in Alaska and fashion 

trends by 1916 further boosted efforts . Over the next thirty years about 
twenty fur farms rose and fell on islands in the vicinity of Admiralty. 
However, peak activity did not develop for another decade. 

Southeast Sports 

As Southeast Alaskan economy and services developed after the Klondike 
Gold Rush, hunting and fishing for subsistence developed into a sport. The 

1904 Bureau of Fisheries report celebrated Killisnoo as a sport fishing center 
for king and coho salmon -- as well as dolly varden, rainbow and cutthroat 
trout. 

Home from the Hunt 

Jim Russell, W.H. Hile, M. Lansberry, Tom Dull, Robt Hile, L.M. Coal , Bi 1ly Layton and two other gentlemen returned at 3 o'clock this morning in the gasoline launch, Union, from a hunt on Admiralty Island. The members of the party report having a splendid time and having bagged p 1 enty of game, and they have plenty of trophies of the hunt to show for it. Their friends are glad to see them back in town as there was some apprehension as to their safety on account of the recent stormy weather. 

--Daily Record-Miner, 
11 December 1902, Juneau. 

One of the legendary people of Admiralty Island found work from this 
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sport hunting and fishing . Allen Hasselborg had gone North during the 
Klondike Stampede . He afterwards returned to Southeast Alaska and prospected 
its country, finally settling on Mole Harbor near the site of an old Taku 
Tlingit village which had been abandoned in 1895 . He carried over White 
occupation on that site from another White man, who bears killed in 1890. His 
knowledgeable presence over the next forty-odd years attracted leisure class 
sports from a 11 over the world who wanted to hunt, fish and research. For 
example, at high tide it was possible to pass by canoe from Kootznoowoo Inlet 
through a chain of lakes and streams, with short portages, to Mole Harbor . 
The Kootznoowoo Tlingit traditionally used this route . In 1907, a well-to-do 
patron sponsored the Alexander Expedition, which explored the flora and fauna 
of this passage with Hasse 1 borg and confirmed ang l o names upon the chain of 
lakes. They reported that the bears had been recently exterminated in the 
meadows four miles south of Mole Harbor. Hasselborg's favored bear gun was a 
Winchester .45-70 and a boat he built in 1907 was the first in Alaska to be 
powered by a Palmer motor . 

Death Throes Mining 

As another after-shock of the Klondike Gold Rush, development of the 
Admiralty Island mining property bl ossomed quickly and then faded for a 
decade. Federal coal land laws complicated claims and jumped claims at 
Kootznahoo Inlet, which quickly withered into inaction ... again . The U.S. 
Geological Survey, which had initiated systematic surveys of increasing detail 
of Southeast Alaska in 1898, began to encourage the development of marble 
deposits on Admiralty Island. Indeed , their reports read more like corporate 
stock prospectus' than government surveys. Prospectors actually staked claims 
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for building stone (a/k/a marble) at Marble Cove, Marble Bluff, Gambier and 
Pybus Bays, Square Cove vicinity, and Woody-Rocky Points vicinity. However, 
unlike the operations at Shakan on northwest Prince of Wal es Isl and, these 
sites produced nothing . They did generate unprofessional, eager claims : 
Marble Bluffs has no marble, being composed of quartz monzonite. A 1906 USGS 
report compared t he geologic formations of Admiralty Island with others and 

concluded a similarity to the rich Porcup ine Mi ning District near Klukwan and 
the Juneau Gold Belt. The same report cited the similarity of three separate 
mining properties on north Admiralty Island and speculated as to their 
connection -- those at Funter Bay (the Tellurium Claims), Young Bay (the 

Mammouth ~roup~, and at Windfall Harbor. It mentioned two other locations 

Gambier Bay and one twenty miles north of Killisnoo. 

FUNTER BAY CO. 

Secures Flattering Mention in Denver Mining Record. 

THE DAILY MINING PAPER 

Only One in the World and Has a World Wide Circulation. 

The Denver Mining Record, the only daily mining paper in the world, has a descriptive letter of the Funter Bay mines . It says in part: 

The Funter Bay Mining company was incorporated February 28, 1902, with a capital stock of 1,500,000 
shares par value $1.00 per share. There are in the treasury between 400 ,000 and 500,000 shares of stock and 
$2 ,000 in cash. The company's property comprises the Tell urium group of 21 claims, the Patterson group of sixteen claims, the Heckler group of four claims, and the Center group of 17 claims. The property is situated on 
•L.. - - - • • 4-1 • I 



Admiralty island, Alaska, reaching back over a level space three-quarters of a mile, and then up t he side of t he mountain some 2,000 or 2,500 feet, containing 600 or 700 acres. The property is all held by location, but no contests or disputes have arisen to affect the title. The improvements comprise a ten-stamp mill, compl ete with four Frue vanners; fine building, cuts, shafts, tunnels, boarding house, five or six large, well built log cabins on Patterson group; on the front group, boarding hou se , cab ins, office buildings , assay office , blacksmith shop, powder house , air compressor complete wi th two Rand drills. The company also has a pump. 

Officers are: President, John W. Linck; vice president, Guy M. Waskins; secretary and treasurer , A.B . Ernst; other directors, S. M. Jones and Fergus G. Malone: no salaries are paid officers. The stock first so ld at 10¢ a share and i s now 35¢. 

Property was bonded before the panic. Company failed and property reverted to ori gi na 1 owners, from whom the Funter Bay Mining company bonded same and started to mine in July, 1901, having had a few men at work in the spring, clearing, etc. 

The annual report, recently issued , is complete particularly in the matter of the financial affairs of the company . 

--Dai ly Record-Miner , 
23 February 1903, Juneau . 

However, all the working s ceased in each area about 1907/08 and lay 
dormant for ten years, when more prospecting and capital again began 
development in earnest . To encourage development, the United States Forest 
Service and the United States Geologic Su rvey collaborated on a search for 
feasable water power sites in Southeast Alaska in 1915. The gold rushes in 
Alaska had gotten federal attention just as United States private enterprise 
and imperialism needed new resources. Bureaucratic science helped this need 
with resource surveys that included Admiralty Island, starting at the turn of 
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the Twentieth Century and concentrating in the first and third decades --
minerals, wildlife, timber. 

Forest Service -- Trees and Land 

The United States Forest Service assumed the administration of Admiralty 
Island in 1909, adding it to the Tongass National Forest. Prior to its 
inclusion in the national forest system, an agricu ltural survey had been done, 
between 1905 and 1911, to determine potential homestead and homesite land. 
Attempts had actually been made to ranch and farm commercially around 
Killisnoo, but none payed off beyond subsistence . However, in succeeding 
years, it became apparent that many aspects of the Forest Servi ce policy 
designed for the United States were difficult to adapt to Alaska, e.g ., 
grazing: 

Foxes are the only livestock on the reserve, and they graze on salmon at the rate of 4 cents an acre. 

There is a trespassing mule somewhere in the Klawak region but he cannot be located. 

Attempts at grazing cattle have absolutely failed on account of the ruggedness of the country and the prohibitive cost of winter feeding. The same holds true for sheep. 

--F.E. Olmsted, 
1906. 

Fish processors and miners used the majority of timber from Admiralty 
Island before the First World War -- for fish traps, buildings, shoring, 
pilings and docks. 
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Operations were primarily hand l ogging; as late as 1905 there was only one cable operation on the reserve. The loggers, Indians and whites alike, cut trees under contract with the mill, mining company, or cannery concerned . Trees were cut close to the coast - ­in a 1 most every case so c 1 ose that the tops reached t he water . Hemlocks eighteen inches to two feet in diameter were felled to use as skids to ease the logs into the water . Logs were rafted and towed in rafts of up to 200 ,000 board feet to the mill. In the raft they were priced at $4.50 per thousand; stumpage was fifty cents , and towage from fifty cents to $1 .00 per thousand. The cutting was wasteful; there was a great deal of breakage and poor utilization of the tops . The hemlocks cut for skids were left in the woods. There was no attempt to clear up the debris from logging, but there was also no fire danger. Logs were scaled in the raft, usually at the site of cutting . 

--Larry Rakestraw, 
1981. 

Up until World War II only about 100 million board feet were cut from 
Admiralty Island, and that during the height of the fisheries -- the second 
and third decades of the 20th Century -- mostly from Favorite, Mitchell, 
Chaik, Hood, and Whitewater Bays as well as Seymour Canal, Eliza Harbor and 
Marble Cove. The United States Forest Service cruised the area in a number of 
capacities. 

The men did a great deal to break down the isolation of the scattered villages and settlements and cabins around Alaska. A ranger, going into one of the larger settlements would carry with him a shopping list as 11 as long as a peace treaty, 11 one ranger wrote, "and involving about s ix month pay ." Usually the individual s didn't know what the items cost, promising to pay the ranger when he got back. Tobacco, whiskey, 45-70 shells, materials for making a dress , toys and books, nursing bottles and nipples, stovep ipe, nails, hip boots, net floats -- all were typical of the items ordered. They carried on rescue work, towing in boats whose engines had broken down and organizing search missions for men missing or lost . When a flu epidemic hit Hoonah, George Peterson ran nonstop from Hoonah to Juneau and back to get serum, going seventy-two hours v1ithout sleep . Samet imes they found tragedy . Ranger J .M. Wyckoff 
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once found a lonely handlogger who had got hi s foot pinned by a log and had starved to death whil e waiting rescue. 

--Larry Rakestraw, 
1981. 

Once Admiralty Island came under the United States Forest Service, the 

questi ans of "who can use what 1 and how" a rose. Contradi cti ans existed 
between United States Forest Service regulations and United States Law, e.g.; 
the United States Forest Service permitted the sale of timber overseas from 
their land, but United States Law prohibited the export of Alaskan timber. 

Over the years, numerous acts and regulations began to iron out a compatable 
land use system, which itself, tried to remedy the confused status of the 
Alaska Natives under United States Law . 

The "uncivilized tribes " specified in the Russian treaty were in an anomalous position. They were omitted from the General Allotment Act, which was a method of attaining citizenship for American aboriginies. They were omitted from the Homestead Act as being neither citizen nor alien capable of attaining citizenship. They were forbidden by Congress to enter into treaties with the United States for the cession of some lands and the retention of others. Physically they comprised the major part of Alaska's population. Officially they were invisible. 

--U.S. Federal Field Committee, 
1968. 

The 1906 Allotment Act allowed Natives to acquire up to 160 acres of 

non-mineral, agricultural, vacant, unappropriated and unreserved lands for 

each family. Over t he years of three generations many people filed under this 
act, but no land was transferred to them on Admiralty Island; the system is in 
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the courts still in 1982. But in 1915, the village of Angoon organized itself 
under Alaska Territorial Law and in 1917 built a community center. 

137. 



XII. DEVELOPED DEPRESSION 

In 1921, a district forester wrote that he considered Alaska plagued with 
a "thieving class of whites and natives who seem to make their living by 
robbing fish traps, slaughtering game for sale, bootlegging, robbing launches , 
poaching on fox farms and similar acts of depredation." He seemed not to 
recognize that, at times, justice and the l aw are dialectic like beauty and 
the beast -- a general theory of relativity for the development of Alaska. 
Groups of Alaskans were groping with their identities as competitors for 
resources and land. 

Back to Angoon 

Natives in Southeast Alaska had objected to the usurption of their l and 
in, what they felt to be, direct violation of the 1867 Russian-U.S. Treaty of 
Purchase, which guaranteed respect for their prior cl aims of ownership. At 
first, everyone ignored the entire issue -- there weren 1 t enough Whites to 
force it and conflicts were few, if dramatic. Then the Klondike Gold Rush 
flooded the country with Whites wearing blinders to any rights -- all at once. 
By 1912, the Southeast Alaska Natives had organized the Alaska Native 
Brotherhood to begin the restoration of their rights as an organized assembly, 
followed by the Alaska Native Sisterhood in 1915. Various regulations , laws, 
court actions and di re ct action s 1 owly gained pieces of the Natives' civil 
rights over the next sixty years. Nearly ten years after the founding of the 
ANB in Sitka in 1912, Angoon founded their Camp #7 and built their hall, in 
1921/22 - - even though two founders of the ANB (Wi 11 i am Hobson and Eli 
Katanook) came from Angoon. A major goal of the ANB/ANS was assi mi lation of 
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their members into the White system; interpreted as suppression of traditional 

ways. In this fashion, when the 9rand Camp of the ANB held their convention 
for the first t ime in Angoon , paintings (screens?) of the two Killer \iJhale 

Houses disappeared. An Alaska Native Service school opened in Angoon in 1920, 

the first public power plant turned on the juice in 1924, the Angoon townsite 

was surveyed in 1927 for 37.35 acres . A new school was constructed in 1929 

with a basketball field layed out nine years late r, and the U.S. Post Office 
opened in 1928 . A Presbyterian Church went up in 1918 , followed by a Greek 
Orthodox Church and the Salvation Army ten years later. All this development 

in Angoon paralleled the dec line of t he Killisnoo fis h by-products plant, 

which worked only sporadically after 1920. The coup de grace for Kill isnoo 
came in 1928 when the village burned to the ground (some said by sabotage from 
a Japanese worker). The U.S. Post Office closed in 1930 and the plant 
permanently closed in 1931. 

Ki 11 i snoo 
Angoon 

1910 

351 

1920 

256 
114 

1930 

3 
319 

1940 

342 

Angoon operated with a council system focused about the ANB/ANS. But 
then the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934/36 (IRA) and the Tlingit Haida 

Jurisdictional Act of 1935 began to transform everything. The IRA provided 
for the establishment of "community associations 11 to initiate and run 
community organizations as well as to assume federal business loans for 
approved projects . The Angoon Community Association incorporated in 1939 and 
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began to replace the loose village council system that had organized around 
the AMB/ANS . The Tlingit and Haida Jurisdictional Act allowed these two 
lndi an groups to sue the United States for 1 ands taken from them s i nee the 
Purchase of 1867 and would grow over the next 36 years into the Ala ska Native 
Claims Settlement Act. The ANB/ANS was disallowed (on a Labor technicality) 
from representing the Tlingit and Haida in their lands claim and in 1941 a new 
organization, Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida, took over this suit. 
Thus, in less than thirty years the ANB/ANS had worked itself out of two major 
Native projects -- local government and the land claims. 

Fish and Furs 

The Thlinket Packing Company continued its operation of a cannery in 
Funter Bay, selling out to the Sunny Point Packing Company in 1926 and 

renaming itself the Alaska Pacific Salmon Corporation in 1929. That year it 
fished its maximum of twenty-one traps, but a fire destroyed several 
bunkhouses. In 1931 it closed and finally sold its remaining facilities to 
P.E. Harris and Co . 

Fox farming depended a good deal on the fishing industry -- fish waste or 
trap r_-obbings provided food for the fox, which ran wild on the island until 
skinning time. Fashions demanded furs in the Twenties , Thirties and Forties. 
Fox farmers took their business seriously; a 11 posse 11 of them shot and killed a 
suspected fox rustler in the San Juan Islands off Pybus Bay in 1924. 
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FOX POACHER IS SHOT ANO KILLED 

Ole Haynes, Watchman at San Juan 
Fox Ranch "Discontinues 11 

Indian Billy Gray 

01 e Haynes, a watchman employed on the San Juan fox ranch on an 
island in the vicinity of Pybus Bay, shot and killed an Indi an by 
the name of Billy Gray a week ago yesterday . According to the 
evidence of Haynes and three others, neighbors who witnessed the 
killing, the Indian had a dead fox and a gun in his hands when 
killed. 

It seems that Gray, accompanied by another Indian, arrived on the 
island two days before the shooting and made a camp. Both of them 
carried guns . Haynes watched them for one day and then ca 11 ed on 
three neighbors to accompany him to the camp as he did not care to 
accost the Indians alone . When they reached the camp only one 
Indian, Gray, was in sight. He was carrying a rif l e and a dead fox . 
He refused to halt when ordered to do so and made as though to turn 
his gun on the party when Haynes fired, killing him instantly. 

The entire party with the dead Indian, Haynes and the fox, were 
brought to Juneau, arriving here early Monday morning, the affair 
having happened in the Juneau district. With United States 
Commissioner V.A. Paine as coroner an inquest was conducted here 
Monday with the result that Haynes wa s exonerated by the jury which 
was composed of t he following well-known residents: John Reck, Guy 
McNaughton, W.W . Casey, W.G. Johnson, J. Connors and W.S. Pullen. 

Gray was said to be a Ketchikan Indi an and as evidence that he and 
his companion came to the fox ranch with the view of poaching, 
Haynes and his neighbors found a number of traps after the shooting, 
and two of the traps had live foxes in them. 

Ole Haynes is a married man and his wife and three children reside 
with him at the fox ranch where he is employed as watchman . 

The outlook of the investigation was closely watched by members of 
the Southeastern Alaska Fox Farmers Association who feel that the 
law against poaching must be rigidly enforced . 

--The Stroller ' s Weekly 
15 March 1924, Douglas. 

Returns were low due to transportation costs, fluctuating markets and fur 

quality. From 1932 to 1938 the Forest Se rvi ce reduced fur island rental by 
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50% in deference to the Great Depression. In 1941 a fox farmer starved to 

death on his farm in Gambier Bay . A few of the fox farms associated with 

Admiralty Island consisted of the following: 

1. Killisnoo - This was a muskrat farm operated by Harry Smallwood 
between 1930 and 1932. Unlike fox farms it was located around 
a lake, the muskrats ran in a semi-wild state within a 
fenced-in area surrounding the lake. 

PYBUS BAY 

2. Midway Island - On the four islands in this group Midway Fox 
Company operated a fox farm between 1921 and 1924 . Later, 
between 1933 and 1945, the fox farm was owned by William Abbes. 
As it turned out, Abbes was a non-resident owner and had a 
tenant responsible for the actua 1 work of fox farming . Such 
absentee ownership was in conflict with Forest Service policy 
and Abbes was encouraged to negotiate with his tenant a means 
by which he could become the farm's owner. The nearby Pybus 
Bay Cannery provided fish heads which were smoked by the 
permittee for fox feed . 

3. Elliot Island - Pybus Bay Fox Company first operated this fox 
farm in 1920 . One of the partners, Leo Christianson, took over 
as sole owner in 1928 and continued until 1942 . During that 
time he experimented raising mink in addition to blue foxes . 
In 1942, John B. Stephens ran the operation until 1948. Like 
Midway Island Fox Farm, the proximity to Pybus Bay Cannery was 
advantageous. 

4. San Juan Islands - This farm was operated by the San Juan Fox 
Company from 1921 until 1941, when it was taken over by one of 
the three original owners, George M. Lyon. He raised foxes by 
himself for only two years when he sold his interest to Paul L. 
Smith who continued until 1949. The Pybus Bay Cannery was 
convenient to this farm also. 

5. Spruce Island - Earl N. Ohmer operated· a fox farm here between 
1932 and 1938 . Fi sh for the foxes were obtained f ram the 
canneries at Tyee and Kake. 

6 . Brothers Island - Zimmerman Blue Fox and Fur Farm first began 
in 1918 . C.E. Zimmerman ran the opreation more recently in 
1941-1942. 
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GAMBIER BAY 

7. 

8. 

Bi~ Gain Island - Fred Patten had the original farm here in 
19 4. in 1942, Walter Feed Inc . took over the farm. 

Prince Island - This farm was located only 2 miles from the 
cannery at the head of Gambier Bay. Hjalmar Matson was the 
first owner in 1922. In 1925 he took on a partner, Oscar 
Larson, and during this time, they experimented with raising 
mink in _addition to foxes. By 1930 Matson transferred his 
interest to Magoon, Larson's new partner . H. S. Kimmel paired 
up with Larson in 1938, only to be replaced by Starkenburg the 
next year. 

- -M. Moss, 
1982. 

Some fur farmers took a lot of fish with seines and traps for animal feed. 

After a study of the situation in 1922, the Bureau of Fisheries determined 

that commercial fisheries law should apply to fur farmers feeding their stock, 

too. The study estimated that fox farms used about 500,000 salmon (caught by 

the farmers or purchased from the fishers) as well as 500,000 pounds of fish 

heads (from the canneries) yearly. 

A new lease on life also sprang up for the fisheries industry after the 

First World War. Several new operations began and died in this same era. 

143. 



Pybus Bay 

Hood Bay 

Pybus Bay Fish and 

Packing Company 

Fred Patten 

Hidden Inlet Canning 

Company 

Hood Bay Packing 

Company 
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cannery -- 6 traps. 

1918 to 1929 

1921 - operated by Admi ra 1 ty 

Packing Company 

1923 - acquired by Alaska 

Consolidated Canners. 

1929 - sold to Sunny Point 

Packing Company and kept 

closed. 

1921 - individual pack of "a 

few cases." 

cannery -- 5 traps. 

1918 to 1961 

1927 - acquired by Hood Bay 

Canning Company. 

cannery/saltery/by-products. 

1919 to 1926 

1923 - acqu ired by Hami 1 ton 

Packing Company and converted 

to a saltery and fish 

oi l /meal production; herring . 

1925 - converted to a 

reducti on plant. 



Tyee -

National Fish Company saltery . 

1925 to 1929 

1926 converted to a 

reduction plant. 

1927 - renamed Ocean Products 

Company 

1928 renamed Pacific 

Herring Company and converted 

to a saltery and reduction 

plant. 

Alaska Fisheries, Inc. crab processor. 

Alaska Salmon and 

Herring Packers 

1933 to (perhaps) 1935. 

6 traps. 

1919 to post-1942 

1923 - sold to Sebastian-

Stuart Fish Company 

Carlson Bros. (Inc.) and the 

plant leased to the Pavlof 

Harbor Packing Company. 

Hawk Inlet - Alaska Reduction fish by-products. 

Company 1920 to 1924 

Killisnoo - National Fish Company herring saltery. 

1925 
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A 11 these booming ca nnery operations overfished the resource and t hose that 

survived into the late Twenties were, for the most part, killed by the Great 

Depression . In attempts to save sal mon the Territory established bounties on 

almost all 11 predators 11 except the human ones -- eagle, seal, dolly vardens, 

etc. 

NATURAL ENEMIES OF SALMON. 

It is necessary to study carefully all agencies, both natural and 
otherwise, tending to deplete the supply of salmon and other food 
fishes in the waters of Ala ska , and to apply as far as possible 
proper remedial measures . Those engaged in the great fishing 
industry say the blame for the diminished numbers of salmon is due 
largely to natural enemies, which include bears, wolves, eagles, 
gulls, terns, mergansers, hair seals, trout, and sculpins. These 
enemies undoubtedly destroy enormous numbers of salmon and their 
eggs. But this condition has gone on for years, and would continue 
without serious detriment to the supply if it were not for the added 
drain resulting from heavy fishing now carried on in Alaska waters. 
lt is evident from close observation that man has had much to do 
with the waning supply of salmon now apparent in some sections . Of 
course, this great natural resource was made for man's use, and we 
must recognize, in every way possible, the fact the he has first 
claim and that the fish are there to be taken, but properly and with 
discretion, so that the future supply will not be jeopardized. 

--Lester Jones, 
1914. . 

The mild cure and pickling operations fell off after the Great War. However, 

experiments with the propagation of oysters in 1931 led to the first leases in 

Alaska in 1939 -- one for 100 acres of the bottom of Admiralty Cove for six 

years. 

Other major industrial uses of timber on Admiralty Island came from the 

needs for fish trap pi 1 i ngs. Logging camps for piling harvest grew up in 
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special areas of tall, uniform stands -- Hood and Whitewater Bays, Eliza 

Harbor, Seymour Canal, Kootznoowoo Inlet and along Chatham Straits . It was 

also felt by the Forest Service that timber development would parallel mining 
development. 

Minerals 

Immediately after World War I, the mining industry started back onto its 

feet on Admiralty Island . Prospectors, as usual, staked more claims than were 
developed. A number of gold mining companies formed around the Funter 
Bay-Hawk Inlet gold claims, e . g., the Alaska Dano Mining Company, the Alaska 
Rand Group and the Alaska Empire Mining Company. These operations, however , 

only produced marginal gold. The primary development came by accident . 

The Admiralty Alaska Gold Mining Company took over the Tellurium gold 

operations around Funter Bay in 1918 and began development which peaked ijn the 
1930's. Their persistence paid off, but not in gold. In 1919 they disco ered 
a rich deposit of nickel and copper that took over where the gold lef off 

between Funter Bay and Hawk Inlet, which t hey named the Mertie Load. The \AAGM 
Company developed this property through the early Thirties, with the 

facilities left by the gold operation. A federal report, based on a 1937 
investigation, described the facilities in disrepair but salvagable for 
wartime needs with a minimum deposit of 560,000 tons . 

It was estimated that the entire gold production from this north 

Admiralty area produced a total of 10,000 to 15,000 fine ounces of gold . More 
gold than all this cut from Admiralty quartz was rumored to lie on the bottom 
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of Stephens Passage . The S.S. 11 Is1 ander 11 had sunk in 1901 with a reported $3 

mil lion of gold aboard . A salvage operation finally hauled the wreck , in 

1934, onto an Admiralty Island beach. The sa lvagers spent $250 thousand and 

they recovered $40 thousand in gold . Prospecting for zinc, gold, copper and 

lead resulted i n the di scovery of asbestos and talc near Bear Creek and 

formation of the Alaska Asbestos Company around 1930 . Minor developments of 

copper and su lphur took place between Swan Cove and Windfall Harbor on Seymour 

Canal that same year. The Great Depression squelched much development beyond 

the minimum assessment . But no one forgot about the coal. George Harkrader 

had acquired t he McClusky coal mines in 1913 after cla im difficulties in the 

coa 1 controversies of the first decade of the 20th Century . The Admiralty 

Coal Company leased the Harkrader Mine in 1928 and 1929, extracting 500 tons 

of coal and performing favorable assessment work. But the mine again closed 

and a court action awarded the mine property, i n lieu of wages, to the miners. 

Timber and Land 

One of the owners of what later became the Alaska Empire Mine had planned 

a pulp mill fo r Funter Bay in 1918, but it never got off t he ground. Then t he 

Alaska Pulp and Paper Company began its operation at Port Snettisham in 1921. 

It was the first pulp mi 11 to operate in Alaska and its timber came from 

Admiralty Island . The Company made one shipment of 100 tons to Seattle and 

promptly went out of business because of hi gh transportation costs, cancelling 

the 100 million board f eet of hemlock sold to it from t he Glass Peninsula in 

1925 . Likewise, an attempt by the A 1 aska Gastineau Company to recoup their 

fortunes with a mill, using timber from northern Admiralty Is land and a power 

project on Hasselborg Lake, was al so cancelled. Nonetheless, t he United 
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States Forest Service designated the watersheds of Hasselborg, Kathleen, and 

Eliza lakes as potential power producers in 1929. Contracts seemed imminent 

through the 1920' s, but the Great Crash and Depression put an end to those 

plans. Although, thoughout the 1930's plans and designations would indicate 

the kind of future the Forest Service envisioned for Admiralty. 

Other people had ideas for Admiralty Island, though, which would develop 

into an all-encompassing controversy that raged between conservationists and 

developers for ten years: preserve or resource. An increasing number of 

migrants began to come to Admiralty Island to hunt , fish and photograph after 

the First World War. Modern technology -- from aeroplanes to sneakers, from 

Kodak cameras to Johnson outboards -- made the Island more accessable. Sports 

from Juneau, people complained, had fished all the big fish from the Admiralty 

lakes. Even the pronunciation began to change from t he old Admir~ity to the 

present Admiralty . John Holzworth studied bears on Admiralty Island starting 

in 1927 and lived with Allen Hasselborg. He wrote a pro-conservation book, 

Wild Grizzlies of Alaska (which depicted them as a very endangered species 

threatened by developers, the government and hunters) . This started a "Save 

the Bears" movement. In 1929, a bear killed Jack Thayer, a Forest Service 

field officer, near Eliza Harbor. 

On the morning of October sixteenth , 1929, Jack Thayer and I 
left the Launch Weepoose to cruise the timber in a creek va 11 ey 
which is located on the westerly shore of Eliza Harbor about 2 miles 
from the head of the harbor. Eliza Harbor is on the so.utheastern 
part of Admiralty Island, Alaska . 

Thayer carried as a means of protection a Newton 30-'06 and was 
using Government steel jacketed ammunition. I was unarmed and 
carried a light pack containing a compass , increment borer and our 
lunch. 
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Leaving the beach at 8:30 a.m. we ascended the mountain side on 
the north side of the creek until an elevation of nearly one thousand feet was reached, which is the top of the merchantable timber belt on the mountain side . We continued up the valley at 
this elevation or approximately, depending on the timber. At noon we ate lunch about four miles from the Eli za Harbor beach . It was a cloudy day with some rain . 

After lunch the timber in the valley near the creek was investigated, the creek crossed to t he south side and we ascended to the muskegs at an elevation of approximately 100 feet above the 
creek , and began our homeward journey. 

We walked about a mile and a half, stopping at a large boulder of conglomerate rock, which we investigated, as was our custom, for mineralization. We continued walking and soon came to another muskeg upon whi ch we noticed a bear tree, where bears stop to rub and claw as an advertisement of their size . We remarked on the size of the bear and the freshness of the chewing and clawing marks. We had seen many bear trees during t he summer and so attached no importance to it. 

As we left the muskeg and entered the scrub timber I, who was in the rear about three or four feet , heard a snort and saw something move behind a clump of bushes about fifteen or twenty feet 
behind me and to the left of our line of travel. I called Thayer's 
attention saying; 11 1 think there is a bear or a deer behind that cl ump of brush, Jack. 11 He and I stopped and watched and saw the bear raise up - his head and fore parts being plainly seen . He was a large brown bear very dark in color and apparently fully mature. 
I said : 11 There 1-s a bear, Jack 11 and I started immediately to run for a tree, as that is man's only refuge - the brown bear being too 
large to climb small trees. As I passed Jack he shot and almost immediately the bear began to bawl. I ran about twenty five yards and climbed a tree which had limbs close to the ground and would afford speedy ascent. From the tree I heard the noise of a struggle and saw movements through the underbrush and then first realized what had happened. 

After a few minutes I saw Jack get to his hands and knees but fall again. I descended the tree and crept close with caution not knowing if the bear had gone far away. This was a short time afterwards , probably less than five minutes after I had climbed the tree. 

Jack was conscious and said: "Where did he go, Fred?" I answered I did not know. He then said , 11 Save yourself, Fred" and 
lapsed into unconsciousness . 

Jack was badly scratched and wounded, the worst wound being on 
the left side of his head. A great chunk from the top of his ear to his shoulder was torn loose. He was bleeding but as far as I could see no artery was severed . There were many other wounds but none of 
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them as serious as on the head. The clothing around the trunk and legs was badly torn. 

I removed my pack and shirt and laid his head on the pack with the large wound on his head up and bound my shirt around his head to 
hold the wound closed. 1 did what I could to make him comfortable and left for the beach where I met Capt . Carl Collen who was on the 
flats at the mouth of the creek waiting for us to come out . l informed him of the accident and we rowed to the launch Weepoose. 

Capt. Collen and I gathered together a first aid outfit 
consisting of flour , compresses , bandage, blankets, iodine and a piece of canvas for a stretcher. We left the boat about 3:30 p.m. 
and returned to the scene, which was about two and one-half mil es from the beach . Thayer was found only with some difficulty due to the natural condition of the country. When we arri ved Thayer was conscious and able to talk a little. We arrived just before dark at approximately five o'clock. 

We applied first aid to Jack, built a fire and ri gged a stretcher. Jack kept saying : "I am cold, boys, hurry up. 11 He called us by name also . We cut his clothes from his body and bandaged more wounds which were thereby disclosed. He was very 
restless during the evening and thrashed about, not allowing his wounds to close . We found his broken watch in his pocket, which had stopped and read 2: 05 and we supposed that to be the time of the encounter . Some t ime during the evening Jack passed away. We judge 
the time as 10 o'clock, neither of us having watches. 

During the evening we built a l ean-to out of poles and brush for protection from the rain . As it is impossible to travel in the dark due to the heavy brush and wind-falls we were forced to remain till morning. We had intended to remove Jack if he were stil l al ive 
to the beach in the morning. 

At daybreak we attempted to pack the remains to the beach and succeeded in only one-half mile of travel due to our \veakened condition from 1 ack of food and exposure. We cached the body and walked to the beach for help. 

We arrived at the Weepoose at 10:30 a.m. and left immediately for Pybus Bay, the nearest point where help could be obtained. This was October 17. 

After a three hour run we entered Pybus Bay and stopped at a fox rancher's i sland but no men were home, they being fishing . We 
continued up the bay to the cannery, where the cannery watchman , Leo R. Christenson , told us of two trollers, George Moreno, a Mexican, and Dave Johnson, a Native . We then moved to the head of Pybus Bay where they were found and their aid solicited . Another fox rancher, Henry Lietro, and a troller, W.E. Logan , were found, making a total of five men to aid us . The hour was then late and the men wishing 
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to pl ace their boats and ranches in order to be left a 1 one, Capt. 
Collen decided to stay in Pybus Bay till morning. 

We left Pybus Bay cannery at 4: 30 in the morning October 18, 
and arrived at the creek mouth in Eliza Harbor at 7 a.m. and started 
immediately for the body . 

No difficulty was experienced in transporting the remains to 
the beach. Four men carried the remains and the others selected the 
trail and removed what obstructions poss i b 1 e. The packers were 
relieved from time to time by the extra men . (The burden weighed 
over two hundred pounds due to the rain.) We arrived at the beach 
at 11:30 a.m. after four and one-half hours of continuous travel. 

All of us left immediately on the Weepoose for Pybus Bay and 
returned the men to their homes. At Pybu s Bay the body was removed 
from its crude dressings and placed under better conditions. 

We left Pybus Bay at 2:30 p.m. on the Weepoose for Juneau. 
This was October 18. The weather was very doubtful in Frederick 
Sound and at about 7:00 p.m. a strong northwest breeze and a large 
sea forced us to seek harbor in Pleasant Bay , Admiralty Island. We 
laid in harbor for one hour until the wind died and we then 
proceeded to Juneau. Weather conditions were very unfavorable, 
having a strong head wind and running against the t ide. We arrived 
in Juneau at 7:30 a.m. on October 19 and reported immediately to the 
Forest Service officials. 

--Fred Herring, 
1929. 

His death sparked a back-lash of a "Kill the Bears" movement. The Alaska 

Game Commission made a survey of the brown bear population of Admiralty Island 

in 1932 and determined the bear population was stable at 1,000 animals. The 

Commission enacted laws to require guides for Outside hunters, as well as laws 

allowing bears to be shot by Alaskans at any ti me wi thin one mile of 

residences or at times of jeopardy. The Game Commission also created two bear 

refuges in 1935 on Admiralty Island, itself -- 38,400 acres in the vicinity of 

Thayer Mountain and 13,400 acres around Pack Creek: both with observation 

posts. National sentiment sought to convert Admiralty Island into a National 

Monument, about which t he Alaska Delegate remarked, 11There is no more occasion 
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to withdraw Admiralty Island into a national park or national monument than 

there is to build a trap to capture aurora borealis. 11 The Department of the 

Interior also sought to enlarge their holdings and pushed for Admiralty to be 

designated a national monument and placed under their jurisdiction. 

The handling of the brown bear question lies in a sane, 
broadminded, middle course. Neither the unreasonable protest of the 
ultra conservationist nor t he shortsighted, materi a 1 i sti c attitude 
of the commercialist, whose only consideration is from the 
standpoint of the dollar, can settle it. 

--Charles Flory, 
1930 . 

The federal government considered the matter and in 1941 decided on multiple 

use practice . A series of compromises and the exigencies of war settled the 

matter for the time being. 

The End 

The Great Depression that finished off many industrial enterprises on 

Admiralty Island did bring about some other development. Roosevelt 1 s Civilian 

Conservation Corps began in Alaska in 1934. Its administration , i n Al aska, 

fell under the United States Forest Service, for the most part, in contrast to 

the i nter-depa rtmenta 1 form it took elsewhere. Among other projects, 

construction of trail and recreational facilities on the Mole Harbor --

Kootznoowoo Inlet system began with 130 men who had grown to 245 by 1937 

(contrasted to 325 and 1,037 throughout the Territory). They operated in the 

summertime out of tent camps; based in Juneau in the winter. With the advent 

of World War II the CCC disbanded. In 1942 Aleuts evacuated from the Aleutian 
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Islands after the Japanese Invasion were settl ed in the ramaining buildings at 

Killi snoo . They joined the ANB/ANS. 
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I. Period of Discovery - (first contacts, Russian, Spanish, British) influx 
of new material goods , new foods on Native Culture. Russian Orthodox 
influences . 

II. Fur Trade (Nature of fur trade, effects on earlier trade patterns, 
increase in relative importance of sea otter hunting and trapping 
as an activity) , trading center at Fort Durham. Protestant 
missionaries . 

III. American Period (first years of new administration, background , 
description of destruction of Kake villages, white prospectors killed at 
Murder Cove , influences of missionaries , schools, John Muir ' s travels, 
shel ling of Angoon . 

IV. Commercial Uses 

-Whalinq - 1878 Northwest Company trading post, whaling stations at 
Killisnoo and Tyee. 

-Fishing - Canneries, salteries and associated logging (for firewood, 
fuelwood , building and trap construction) floating and piling traps, 
trap cab.lns, employment of fishermen a11d cannery wu1·kers (Chinese, 
Japanese, Filipino, Native), size of boats , methods used, effects on 
fisheries (Hawk Inlet, Killisnoo, Hood Bay , Tyee, Pybus Bay, Gambier 
Bay), decline of canneries. 

-Fur Farms - Methods , techniques, success of fur farmers (Spruce Island, 
Midway Island, San Juan Island, Elliot Island, South Island, Bay 
Island, Tiedeman Island, Dorn Island, Brothers Island, Five Fingers 
Island , Sail Island, Price Island , Gain Island , Muse Island, Turn 
Point) decline of fur farming. 

-Mining - Gold and marble prospecting, mining at Hawk Inlet, Bear Creek, 
Kanalku (coal) and Tyee. 

V. Other 20th Century Developments 

1906 Alaska Homestead Act 
1909 Forest Service Administration 
1907 Alexander Scientific Exploration , Hasselborg 
Indian Allotments. Homesites , cabins 
CCC era project and construction. 



The paper will be r=i descririt ive narrative, not an annotated bibliography or 
guide to source material. The writer shoul d however dra\'I on all availabl e 
literature sources , including Conner Sorenson ' s "A Guide to the Historic 
Records Relating to Admiralty I sland National Monument ," submitted t o the 
Forest Service April, 1980. The paper should focus on Admiral ty specifically 
- for instance, special at tention is to be given those expl orers who came to 
Admiralty Island, made observations on the Island and had contact \'lith its 
i nhabitants as opposed to those explorers who traveled elsewhere in the area. 
However , this is not to exclude develoom.ents which occurred off the island 
itself or its peoplP.. For exarf!ole , destruction of the l<a!<e villages in 1869 
is pertinent since some groups of Kake Natives lived on the Southeast shore of 
Admiralty . Similarly 1 trading activity at Ft . Durham involved res i dents of 
Admiralty Island. 

In addition to the writer ' s own research efforts , bibliographic references and 
cultura l site files housed in the Monument office will be made available to 
the writer . 
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(c) For th~ pu1';:> os2 o 'f t his soli citation, a concern i s defined as a small bu siness if it has 500 e~ployees or l ess . 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Terms .i11cJ Conditions of Purch<Jse Order 

The following terms and condi rions llPPIY co purchas" or· ders only. When "Purchasr.: Ordur" is checked on the front of 
chis form. supplies or >1?rviccs shall be furnisht!d in accordance 
with !he ccrms ;:iec1licd on borh sides of this order :ind on ·ht! 
anached shaers. if tlfl V. 

1 INSPECTION ANO ACCEPTANCE . . lns~· oc ll on and '"'' 
ceptnnce ,.,Ill be al de;tinauon , unl.:is~ orhar,visc provided. l lntol 
delivery and ~cc'!ptance. and alter any rt?1ections. risk 01 loss 
will be on the Coniracror unless loss resu! TS from n e ru igcnca o f 
tho G o vermon t. 

2. VA R IATION IN OUANTITY. - Novaria t lon on thequant1lyof 
any item called for by rhis contr~ct will be acc c;> tud un1ess sU<;:h 
variation h as been caused by con ditions of lc;id ing. shipping, or 
pecking, or allowanc"s in manufac turing processes, anel then 
only to the extent. if any, specified elsewhere in this conrract . 

3. DISCOUNTS.· Oisr.ou nt time woli bu compu.~d r,u,.,. o ate 
of deliv.,ry at olace of acc P.ptance o r from receipt of correct In · 
voice ·at t he office specified by the Gove rnm o;nt. whichover 1s 
la rer. PavmAnt is made , fo r discoun t ourpo,cs, when check is 
mailed . 

4. DISPUTES. • {,) This contract is subject to the Contrac t 
D isputes Act of 19 79 (Pub. L. 95 5ti:J). 

(bl Except as provided In the Act, all disputes arising under 
or relating to this corirract shal l bo resolved ln accordance wi th 
·thl• clauso. 

(c) (i) As used horein. "claim" means a written demand or 
assertion by one of tho parties Heking, as a logal right, the 
paymont of money, adjustm ent or Interp retation of contract 
terms, or other relief, arising under or relating to this con· 
tract. 

(li) A voucher , invoice, or reQuest for payment that is 
no t in dispute wnen submitted Is not a claim tor the purposes 
o f the Act . However, where such submission is subseQuOnt lY 
not acled upon In a reasonable time, or disouted either as to 
llabllitY or amount, it may be convened to a claim · p u rsuant 
to t h e Act. 

(Ill) A claim b y tho controc tor sha ll be maoe in writing 
and submitted to the contracting officer for decision. A 
claim bY the Governrnen t against the contractor shall bd sur.,. 
Ject too decision by the Controcting -Officer. 
(d) For contractor claims ot moro than $!30,000, the contract· 

or shall submit with the claim a certificauon that the claim is 
made in good faith ; the supporting data are accurate and com· 
plate to t h e best of the contractor's knowleelga and belief; and 
the a m ount requested accurate ly reflecu the contract adjust· 
ment fo r wh ich the contractor believes tho Government i• llable. 
Tha certification shall be e xecuted bV the con uactor ii tin lndi· 
vidua l. Whon th e contractor is no t a n individual, the certification 
. :.on be .... acuted bY a senior company offlclal In c harge a t the 
contractor ' s plant or locatlon in1101vod, or bY an officer or general 
partner of the contr,.ctor having overall rosponsibll itY for the 
co11duct o f the contractor' s affairs. 

(el For contractor claims of $50,000 or less. the Contrac ting 
Officer must render a decision w ith in 60 day•. For contractor 
clelms in excess of $50,000, the Contracting Officer must dec id e 
tho c laim within 60 days or notify the contractor of tho date 
when the decision will be made. 

(f l Tho Contracting Officer's decision snnll be final u n less the 
contractor oopoals or flies a sui t as provioed fn the Act. 

(g) Tho .:.uthorltY ot tha Contracting Olficer unde r tho Act 
does· not extend to c laim s or dlsou 10s which by stotU te or regu· 
la ti on other agencies are expressly authorized to decide. 

(h) In terest on the amount found due on a con t racto r claim 
shall be paod from the date the c laim os roceived by thil Con· 
uacung O fficer untll tho dare of payment. 

(i) Excopt as the Parties may Ot herwoso agree, pending fina l 
rosolUt1on of o claim by lh" c ontrnctor arornig undur tl>e contract, 
the contractor sha ll proc oAd di ligon tly with the performanco ol 
the contrac t on accordance with th<l con t racrlng of ficer's <Jecos ion. 

5. FOREIGN SUPP LIES. Thos contract os s u ujOcl to rho Auv 
American Act (4 1 U .S .C. 10 a ·d) ns imolerTHl•1te<1 by E •ecutivo 
Ordor 105 82 ol December 17, 1!15 4. ono any restrictoons in aP· 
oropr i ation sett on the QfOCurenient ot foroi!Jn suppf1e, , 

6. CONVICT LABOR. · In connection woth th9 Performance 
of work under thi s caritract, tho Conrractor ngree~ '10t to cn1p1ov 
anv person u ncJorgoing son tenco of lmpri<sonrno n c except as 
provided by Public Law 89·176, September 10, 1965 ( 1ij U.S.C. 
4082(c) (2) and Executive Order 11755, December 29, 1973. 

7 , OF F IC IALS NOT TO llENE FfT. · No member o f o r Deloriato 
to Congress or resident commissioner. shall b., ~omitted to any 
ahare or Part of this contrac1, or to any benefit that moy drise 
the ref rom. but Hlls provii1n" shall not bo con 1urued to e)(;ttH'd to this contract if mJdO whh a corporat1on for its gen eret hene~•l . 

8 . COVENANT AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES . . The Con. 
tractor warrants that no person or •elfl ng ogency has Deen em­
ployed o r retaonod to so licit or secure this contrncr uoon ony 
e greement or undo,.tanding for a co,..,mo-.sion, percentage. 
brokerage, or cont1ngenr fee~. e•cOPtrng bonaHde emplo11ee, or 
bona fide esrebtishad commercial o r selling agencies m a intained 
b\I t'1e Contractor for th• purpos• of 1.ocuring bus iness. For 
breach or vfo lat ion of ttii• warranty t he Government sha ll h ave th• right to annul t hi• r.nn "fr• rt _,~•h"••• 1:.-..u:...... -- •- •-

d iscretion to d~d 1J e t from tha eori tract price or consid or-ilttOn, or 
OfhervJ1sa recover. the fu l l amount of such commi~s1on. per 
ce ntage, hrol<craqll. •.>< contonggnt lees. 

9. FEDERAL. STATE, AMO LOCAL TAXES. Excoot •s 
may bo otherw1,o ;:>ro virlP.d iri th•s con trttcrf th o c onvac':. p r 1c.e 
inch.!cJcs :1 11 JPiJltCab le F\l<JP.r,:,l, S tate tJn d local t:Jxcs a n tJ du-..,e1i 
in eirec t on th•• d;ir?. oi this contract l>u t d o es !lOt include an y 
ta x es 1rom 1;,,vhic h cne Government. the Con tractor or tht~ trans· 
action is a xernp:. Upon rBq uest o f thn Contrnctor,ino Governm ent 
sholl fu rnish a t 3l< exomptlon certificate or simllar evidence oi e>e -
01npr1o"l ·Ni th respect t o any such r;,x not included tn the con!r:!c t 
price pursu.:in~ to this clause. For the pu1 PO•t: of this cl~usc, th e 
torm "date of contract" mf!ans thli1' date of the contrac,o r ' s 
quoti1tion or, if no q uotation . t he dvtl! of this purch:isc order . 

10.SERV!CE CONTRACT ACT OF 1965. · (:ipplies only rv 
contracts for services unless exempted bV the regulations of the Dep<Jrtrnent of Labor) . Except 10 the exront that an exemption, 
vori<1tion, or tolorance would ;op ply pursuant to 29 CF R 4·6 if 
this were a <:onu::sct in exc 1iss of$2500, thtt contractor !Jnd any sub· 
contractor he rounder s h>tll j.> DY n il his cmployoos engagao in n~r · 
forming wo r k on the contract not less than the min imum wage 
specified under section 6(0)( 1) of the Fair Labor Standards Ac t of 
1938, as amended. All regulations and Interpretations o1 the Se'r· • 
vice Contract A c t of 1965 e)<.prossed in 29 CFR Part 4 aru hereby 
lncorporoted bY roferenco in t his contract. 

1 1.C HANGES. · The Contracting Officer may at any t ime by a 
written or(lor, and without notice to tho sureth!S, make ehang~s 
within the genera l scope of this contract, in any one or more of 
t he following: (i i for supplies; (e) drawings, designs, or sP•ciii· 
cations. w here the supplies to be fUrnished are to be specially 
nianutactured for tho Government in accordanco therewith ; 
(b) method of shipment o r packing; and (c) place of delivery; 
(II) for services. including buc not limiced ro the following: !al 
specifications (including drawings and do•igns); (bl mothod or 
mannor of performanco of the work; (c) Government-furnished 
facilitias, equ ipmorit, mator ia Js, gorv ic es, or site; or (d) d irect1n!l 
acc oteratfon in th" performance of t he work . If any such change 
causes an increaso o r decroase in tho cost of, o r the t lmu req•Jireu 
for. rh e performance of eny part of t he work under this convact, 
wheth"r changed o r not chon god by any such ardor. an P.QU i t~b10 
adjustment shall be made In th" contra~ pric e or delivery schedule, 
or both, and the contract shall be modified In writ ing accordingl y. 
Any claim by tho CQntrac t or for adjustment under th is clause 
must bo assertod wi th in 30 days fro m tho date of receipt by the 
Contractor of the notification of change. Provided, however. 
that the Contrac ting Officer, ii ho decides tha~ the lacu justify 
such action, may receivo and act upon any such cla im asserted ot anv time prtetr t-1' •;,~~ 1 i:~·,·~ or. :: ur....!t.. t:d.s C\J11vuc t. ·.,.'l ,1erH 
the cost of property made obsolete or excess as a result ol a cnange 
Is included in the Conuacror·s claim for adjustment, the Contract· 
Ing OHicor sha ll /'lave t h o right to prescrib e the manner of dispos111on 
of such property. Failure to agroe to any adjustment shall be a 
dispute concerning a quouion o f fact with in the meaning of the 
clause of tliis contract entitled "Disputes. " However. noth ing on 
this c la u se s~1 a ll excus1! the Contractor from proceeding wltn the 1 

contract as changed. 
12. TE RMINATION FOR DEFAULT. • The Contracting 

Offlcer, bV written nottco, mav terminatu tho contract , in wholo 
or in part, for fa ilure of the Contractor to oerlorm any of the 
provisions horeof In such event tho Cont ractor shall be II a ble for 
damages, 1nclu c.:Hng the excU5s GOSt of roprocuring sfmi lar supplies 
or servocos. provided thot If (i) it 1$ determined fo r 3nY reason thar 
the Conrractor was not in default o r (ii) the Concractor's failurl! to 
perlorm os wi1hout l'l is a nd his subcontroctor ' s control , fault or 
negligence the tl!rminauon shall be a termination for convenoanco 
under Parag1aph 13. 

13. TERM INATION FOR CONVENIENCE . . Thu Contracting 
Officer. bv w11nen notic e , may te rminato th ii contract, l ri whoie 
or in p a rt , \.Vhen it is tn t he best 1nteres1 of 1he Governmnnt. H 
this contract is for supplies and is so rorminated, tho Contrac t or 
shall be c omponsitted in nccordance w ith Part 1 ·8 of the Federa l 
Procurement Requlations 141 CF R 1 ·81, In effect on this conrract-. 
da~e To the e)CtOnt that rhis contract ls for ierv lcos and is so tar 
mfna1ud, rhe Governm t1nt shall bo liable only for paymonr in a c · 
cordanco with tna paymunt provisions of this contrac t tor .services 
rendered pr lor to tho etfoc tive da re of (arr·ninat ion .. 

14 .ASSIGNMEN T OF C LAIMS. Claims for monies due o r to 
bocomo due undt1r th is contract sliall bO osslgneJ only pursuant 
to th e A•.,onmcnc of Claims Act of 1940, a s arnonuod (3 1 U .S .C. 
203-41 U .S .C . 151. Thos purchase order ma11 not be auogned 
un1eu or unto I thtt suppl lor has been requo11 ed to and ha• acceptad 
th Is on1ar hV exOClJ t1nq ~1 n AccePtanco tieroon . 

15 . CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE. · If the 
1mount of rnos purchase ordilr exceed • $2.500, the following 
clauses fo rm a i:>a rt of the p urchaso order and are "°'erebv 1nco(· 
po"ated b v refe rence . Citations rofer to the Fedora! P1ocur11ment 
Reguoatoon .. Te~t of rhe clausH may De Obta ined from tha Con­
t racting Officer: 

Employrneot ol the Handica pped ( 1-12. 13 04) 
Contract Work Hours and S1fety S tandard s Act ( l -11.303) 
Service Cont ract Act of 1965 ( 1· 12.904· 1llwh•n 1opli · 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGR ICULTURE -. 
PURCHASE ORDER 

THIS N UMBER MU 
APPEAR ON ALL . __ _ INV OICES, PACKAGES _,,., ...... ,""""" ........ -·· .... ~------------------,.------------t PAPERS RELAT ING Tl 

• T H IS ORDER 

PAGE NUMBER CONTRACT N U MBER ORDER DATE OR D ER N UMBER 

j OF loru LBJ 
CHECK ONE TO : (Sel ler) 

~Purchase Barry Roderick Order(See 
Reverse Box 748 

D oe11verv Dougl as, Alaska 
Order 

99824 

U NE ACT. 
ITEM CODE 

01 

D ESCRI PTION 

Furnish a 11 research equi pment, l abor , 
transportation, supervision, & supplies 
necessary t o pe rfonn the work in accordance 
~ith attached specifications, and in 
~ccordance with RFQ - 27R10-03-81 

P'r* Completed 120 calander days after notice 
~f award. Draft to be submitted within 
~O calander days after notice of award. 

FOB POINT 

..irtC. D ;u.;:;h.fla -h ~ 
DISCOUNT TERMS 

No+ _10_ 
T IME FOR DE LIVERY SHI P VIA 

** S_oo Jl.hn\10 MLll_ 

BILLING INSTRUCTIONS: 

SHIP TO: (Consignee and Destination) 

USDA Forest Service, Chatham Area 
Juneau Ranger District 
Box 2097 
Juneau, Alaska 99803 

s 
E 
L 
L 
E 
R , 
s 
0 
R 
I 
G 
I 
N 
A 
L 

QUANTITY ~~~ UN IT PRICE 

1 pob Lump Swn 

TOTAL ~ 

Furnish invoice with our ORDEH NUMBER to: 
DO NOT 

SH IP ORDER TO 
TH IS ADDRESS 

(Ship t o Consignee 
Address Above) 

" l.1$ •. .PEPARTMENT OF AGRLCUtTURE 
National F inance ~e-r- _. 
P.O. Bop.._6Q0'7S----

..... J1Je¥VOrleans, Lou istana 70160 

USDA u.so Forest Service 
Tongass National Forest 
Box 1980 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 

l 

AMOUNT 

1 
3000 ~o 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
t 
I 
I 
I 
I 
:.,..___ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

'-I 
I . 
I 
I 
I 
I 
'I. 
1 ·, 
I ' ' · 

l 
I 
I 

-~000 100 

FAILURE TO SHOW OUR PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER ON INVOICE WILL DELAY PAYMENT 

FREIGHT CHARGE OVER $700 REQUIRES BILL OF LADING 

SSUING OFFICE NAME ANO AOORESS 

USDA U.S. Forest Service 
Tongass National Forest 
Box 1980 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 

O RDERED BY (Name ano Tit le) 

C:rtOft" 1\1""\ a -,o n , ... ,.-.n , 



To : !\ . J . ;.;etc a l f e 

rrom : Barry Roderick 

Re: Completion of Admiralty Island history and final payment . 

8 July 1982 

This is to notify you of completion of the Aamiralty Island history project ; 

t he final copy of the manuscript is herewith submitted . Please remit pay­

ment of $3000.00 as soon as pos sible to : 

Thank you . 

Barry Roderick 
Box tt74l!; , 
Douglas, Alaska. 
99524 . 
telephone : (907) -586- 1059 

Si ncerely , 

Barry Roderick 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest Admiralty National Monument 
Service P . 0 . Box 209 7 

Juneau. Alaska 99803 

r 

L 

Mr . Barry Roderick 
Box 748 
Douglas, AK 99824 

Dear Mr. Roderi ck: 

Reply to· 6542 

Oato: July 12, 1982 

Jn reference to the purchase order for the Adm iralty historic overview we have 
with you. 

The product you have delivered meets the specifications outlined in the 
purchase order and we have init i ated payment to you for the agreed to pri ce of 
$3, 000.00. 

I had requested on June 9, 1982 a parti al payment of $1, 500.00. This partial 
payment was not made due to an administrative probl em on our end. Instead we 
are authoriz ing full payment at this time. 

I am sorry for problems this delay has created. 

Si nc erel y, 

t Manager 

FS·6200· 1 lb (7/6 1) 




