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IN 1908, CHARLES SPRUKS BOLIGHT THE DEFUNCT
DELAWARE AQUEDUCT FOR USE AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN
HIS LANDS IN SULLIVAN COUNTY AND TIMBER CUSTOMERS
IN PENNSYLVANIA. AS A SIDE BUSINESS, HE BUILT A
TOLLHOUSE TO COLLECT FEES FROM LOCAL TRAVEL-
LERS. SUCCESSIVE OWNERS MAINTAINED THIS BUSI-
NESS FOR THE NEXT SEVENTY YEARS.

UNTIL THE 19505, THE TOLLHOUSE SERVED BOTH AS OFFICE
AND RESIDENCE OF THOSE WHO COLLECTED TOLLS AND
REPAIRED THE BRIDGE. AFTER 1935, IT SERVED ONLY
AS OFFICE AND TOLLBOOTH SINCE MOST OF THE SUB-
SEQUENT TOLLKEEPERS LIVED IN MINISINK FORD. IN
1979, THE TOLL OPERATION CLOSED. THE TOLLHOUSE

BECAME AN INTERPRETIVE CENTRE WHEN IT AND THE

BRIDGE WERE PURCHASED IN 1980 BY THE NATIONAL
PARK SERVICE.

THE AQUEDUCT SURVIVED THE DEMISE OF THE CANAL
SYSTEM BECAUSE IT WAS THE ONLY RIVER CROSS-
ING FOR FOURTEEN MILES. THE BRIDGE AND THE TOLL-
HOUSE SERVED AS A COMMUNITY FOCAL POINT WHERE
NEIGHBORS LEFT MESSAGES, BOUGHT GAS, AND CROSSED

BETWEEN HOME IN NEW YORK AND WORK IN PENNSYLVANIA.

THE TOLLHOUSE HAS PLAYED A ROLE IN LOCAL HISTORY AND

O METRES S [

THE PRESERVATION OF ROEBLING'S DELAWARE AQUEDUCT.

THE DELAWARE AND HUDSON CANAL: DELAWARE AQUE-
DUCT TOLLHOUSE RECORDING PROJECT WAS LINDERTAKEN
BY THE HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD (HAER),
AN AGENCY OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, U.5. DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR, DURING THE SUMMER OF I988.
THE PROJECT INAS COSPONSORED BY THE UPPER DELA-
WARE SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL RIVER, NARROWSBURG,
NEW YORK, JOHN HUTZKY, SUPERINT ENDENT AND THE HIS-
TORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY/HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGF-
NEERING RECORD (HABS/HAER), DR. ROBERT J KAPSCH, CHIEF.

THE FIELD TEAM, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF ERIC DELONY, CHIEF -

AND PRINCIPAL HAER ARCHITECT, AND BILL LEBOVICH, HAER
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN, AND ASSISTED BY SANDRA SPEERS,
CHIEF, PLANNING AND SUPPORT SERVICES UDSRR, AND CARLA
M. HAUSER, SECRETARY UDSRR, CONSISTED OF ARCHITEC-
TURAL SUPERVISOR BRIAN D BARTHOLOMEW (LINIV. OF
COLORADO AT DENVER), AND ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIANS
SCOTT BARBER (LINIV. OF WISCONSIN-MILIWAUKEE), ANNE
GUERETTE (US/ICOMOS AND LAVAL LINIV., QUEBEC), ELIZ-
ABETH F_KNOWLAN (LUNIN. OF HOUSTON), AND HISTORIANS
SYLVIE C. BROWNE (US/ICOMOS AND RENSSELAER POLY-
TECHNIC INSTITUTE) AND NANCY SPIEGEL (WINTERTHUR
PROGRAM, UNIV. OF DELAWWARE).

oeumearen av. BRIAN D_BARTHOLOMEW, ANNE GUERETTE, ELIZABETH E KNOWLAN, SCOTT BARBER, [988.

ZANE GREY HOUSE /DELAWARE AQUEDUCT

NEW YORK

SULLIVAN COUNTY

ON THE EASTERN APPROACH TO THE AQUEDUCT
IF REPRODUCED, PLEASE CREDIT: HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NAME OF DELINEATOR, DATE OF THE DRAWING
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SCOTT BARBER, BRIAN D. BARTHOLOMEW, ELIZABETH E KNOWLAN, ANNE GUERETTE, SYLVIE C. BROWNE, 1988.
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