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Preface

Documentation of Southeastern Indiana’s Underground Railroad Routes and
Operations began April 1, 2000 when the Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology awarded a grant to the team
assembled for this program. Elbert G. Hinds, Regional Director for the Freedom
Trails Project, requested the Jefferson County Preservation Association sponsor the
program. The specific Project Director was Lee Rogers of Canaan, Indiana, the
Jefferson County Historian and head of the Archives of the Jefferson County
Historical Society, Madison, Indiana. The Principle Researcher and author of the
report was Diane Perrine Coon, historian of Louisville, Kentucky. Financial Agent for
the Jefferson County Preservation Association and this project was Shirley Robbins.
Pam Venard of Preston Plantation, a preservation project in Trimble County,
Kentucky, provided contract services in microfilm archives at Madison, Indiana.

This project has been funded in part by a U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service Underground Railroad Research Assistantship administered by
the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and
Archaeology.

This program has received federal financial assistance for the identification,
protection, and/or rehabilitation of historic properties and cultural resources in the
State of Indiana. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or disability in its federally
assisted programs. If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any
program activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire further information,
please write to: Office of Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street,
NW, Washington, D. C. 20240.

The activity that is the subject of this research report has been financed in part
with federal funds from the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service.
However, the contents and opinions contained in this publication do not necessarily
reflect the views of policies of the Department of the Interior, nor does the mention of
trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation by
the U.S. Department of the Interior.



Chapter One
Research Findings

Documentation of the Underground Railroad in this region took place within
the context of late nineteenth century scholarship, chiefly Wilbur H. Siebert and
William Still, and late twentieth century scholarship, chiefly Larry Gara, Benjamin
Quarles and Charles Blockson. Methods and agendas differed substantially among
previous researchers. From earlier studies at Madison, Indiana, it became apparent
that kindly White Quakers did not run the U.G.R.R., the story that emerged from
Siebert. Nor was it a function of slaves operating on their own or a figment of
imagination by self-promoting abolitionists, the thesis promoted by Gara. In fact the
vast majority of activists in the U.G.R.R. in southeastern Indiana did not publicize or
self-promote their involvement. Still described the role of Philadelphia Free Blacks in
the U.G.R.R_; however Free Blacks operating along the Ohio River counties and mid-
western agricultural communities had no recognition from scholars. And until very
recently, only the most abstract pronouncements covered the participation of slaves
on Kentucky plantations. With the exception of Levi Coffin’s experiences at
Newport, the history of the Underground Railroad in Indiana had been told only with
(;bvious generalities or by minute detailing of one person or one site.’

This research attempted to provide a balanced view of the U.G.R.R. in
southeastern Indiana, told chiefly through original documents and analysis of public

records. Anecdotes and oral history provided starting points but had to be verified in



Eagle Hollow Ravine, Jefferson County, Indiana. One of the
most important Ohio River crossings during the 1850s.
Reverend Chapman Harris’ cabin lay a half mile upstream
against the cliffs. Photo by Diane Perrine Coon.

other ways, primarily through public records and
physical evidence on the sites. Four different types
of data proved useful in developing the U.G.R.R.
routes as summarized in Table One. Original
documents (1815-1862) provided the first type of
data; this included anti-slavery society minutes,
church minutes, civil or criminal case transcripts,
letters, letters to the editor, directories, census,

Negro Registers, contemporary newspaper

interviews or articles. The second type included data such as nineteenth century
memoirs, obituaries, interviews, compilations, family histories and genealogies,
church histories, anecdotes and newspaper features (1860-1898). Often this kind of
information came from children, neighbors, and relatives of U.G.R.R. workers or
from memories of the workers themselves. The third type of data came from public
archives. Quite importam in developing the scattergrams were land records, tax lists,
plats, atlas, and topographic maps. Lastly, the fourth type of information came from
investigation of physical evidence on sites.

In general, all four types of information were necessary to establish a site or

cell of U.G.R.R. workers. Even more significantly, the sources came from diverse

~



places. By taking a regional approach and by researching in ten Indiana counties and
eleven Kentucky counties, a kind of serendipity developed. The names and key
families became familiar. Frequently obscure and widely divergent bits of data were
recognized to illuminate a cell in Indiana and vice versa. One anecdote where fellow
U.G.R.R. travelers met near Liberty, Indiana, was found in a Wayne County

narrative; the story related directly to a major U.G.R.R. Free Black route between

East Fork of Tanners Creek Methodist Protestant Church, Guilford, Dearborn County, Indiana.
Site of first Anti-Slavery Society organized in 1834 in Southeastern Indiana. Along with its
companion congregations at the West Fork of Tanners Creek, Pleasant Ridge, and Bonnell,
these "English” settlers from Yorkshire and New England operated the U.G.R.R. in eastern
Dearborn County for over twenty-five years. Photo by Diane Perrine

Coon.
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Table One

Determinants for Underground Railroad Routes

in Southeastern Indiana

County U.G.RR Maps, Plats Original 19" century Oral Sample Physical Evidence
Route Document History Discovered on Sites
Jefferson Madison Free Warrants. Deeds. Jefferson Drusilla Cravens and | William Anderson house. Elijah
Blacks — 1856-60 plat and County civil Auretta Hoyt. Anderson house. original Black
Georgetown city directory cases, Carr newspaper articles. Methodist Episcopal church.
Section of obituarv, Harris | interviews in AM.E. church. Stepncy Stafford
Historic obituarv. Harmis | Indianapolis papers. house. Archibald Tavlor store
Madison interview, De Journal of Negro and hotel. and others.
(1838-1846) Baptiste History
obituarv and
interviews
Jefferson Madison Free Warrants, Deeds. Jefferson Drusilla Cravens and | Free Blacks: John Carter and
Blacks — Third 1856-60 plat and County civil Auretta Hoyt George De Baptiste sites. 202-
Dastrict sites in citv directory cases. Carr collection. newspaper | 208 Walnut owned by Chapman
Historic obituary, Harris articles, interviews in | Harris family. Slave-catcher:
Madison obituary, Indianapolis papers. Right Rea’s hotel and livery
(1838-1846) interview. De Journal of Negro stablc. Abolitionists: Abijiah
Baptiste History article Pitcher’s house. John Scaring's
Interviews store and house.
Jefferson Madison Route Warrants, Deeds. F. M. Merrell Carr Obituary. Eagle Hollow ravine. John
and #2 in J.P.G. routes — Memoirs of Hicklin. Baxter. Carr’s cave under the house.
Riplev Seven Stations Big Creek UGRR to Elliott family Baxter cemetery and homesite
between John Middiefork Creek, | Siebert histonies rubble. house with cellar door
Carr and . Graham Creek. and Little Graham Creek access
Decatur County | Otter Creek: 1856- road and ford at Hicklin Station,
Madison’s 60 and 1878 plats Bethel Hole church steps at
eastern route: for Jefferson Waggoner Station, Mill Race at
(1824-1861) County: US.G.S. Waddle's Grist Mill.
Seven Stations: topographic

(1839-1861)




County U.G.RR Maps, Plats Original 19" century Oral Sample Physical Evidence
Route Document History Discovered on Sites

Jefferson Madison Route Old Indian Trail Neil's Creek Drusilla Cravens and | Cave near George Shannon. L
#1 through Kent to Anti-Slavery Auretta Hoyt Buticr Falls and Cave. Wilson
South Hanover Lancaster: 1856-60 | Society Minutes. | collection. Walton. Cave. Indian Trail through Kent
through Kent and 1878 plats for | Carmel and Smith. Nav familv to Walton site. Burial of Native
and Lancaster to | Jefferson County: Bethel Church history.. American Indians and Fugitive
Vernon to topos minutes and Slaves at Walton site. trap door
Millhousen history.. and tunnel at Nav Housc.
(1820-1861)

Jefferson Neil's Creek Warrants. Deeds. Neil's Creek Drusilla Cravens and | Eleutherion College and

and Anti-Slavery 1856 plats. 1878 Anti-Slavery Auretta Hoyvt cemetery. Lyman Hoxt house.

Jennings Society Historic | plats, Road Society minutes. | collection. Jefferson cave to be detcrmined. James
District - commissioners Anti-Slavery County civil cases. Nelson schoolhouse and
Lancaster to reports Baptist church newspaper articles. cemetery site. Daniel and
Commuinsky. membership Liberty and Free Soil | Jefferson Nelson sites. J.C.
Indiana lists. Eleutherion | Party articles Tibbetts. Samucl and Lemucl
(1839-1861) College and William Wells. Daniel and

materials Isaac Walton sites.

Riplev Patriot and In Process John Parson’s Decatur County's Universalist. Anti-slavery
Vevay Trails Diarv sending locations: Baptist. Associated Reformed
(1820-1861) Shelby Township Presbyterian locations

sites

Ripley Old Milan Harding family Stephen Harding Familv Old Courthouse photo. Harding

(1828-1860) plats: 1878 plats Harding’s History: Anti-slavery | homestead.
Papers society notices

Ohio Rising Sun to In Process Donnell Case. Decatur County’s Shiloh Baptist Free Black church i
Old Milan 1828- Parson’s Diarv sending locations
1860)

Dearborn | Universalist In Process Ralph Collicrto | Platt family history Universalist church and
Route: Wilbur H. Universalist church cemetery, Amos Noyes cabin,
Upper Siebert. history., Seth Platt and Gilbert Platt sites,
Manchester to newspapers: Bonnell sites, Moores Hill to be
Old Milan Anti-slavery determined.

(1828-1861)

meeting notices

and reports.







