






























































































































































I'want to show you another map. This is our
area of jurisdiction now. It is located in east-
central Oklahoma. We have about eight districts.
And when the Constitution of 1979 was adopted,
they more-or-less adopted the counties in which
they were located. But it wasn't clearly defined in
the constitution. The constitution only described
the boundaries. As a result, the one in the lower
left-hand corner, where it has Ticabuagsee. That
was formerly known as Hughes’ Seminole.

And legislation was introduced when [ was
on the council, and [ had tﬁought about
Tukvpvche because it is the mother town of all
the Upper Towns. It's an important town, but
today it doesn’t function. It doesn't have a
ceremonial ground or anything. The people don’t
even meet. So I thought about that. | thought,
“It's a shame for that land not to be used
anymore.” So then [ read the constitution, and I
saw that maybe we could rename that district.

First, I talked to the elders at Tukvpvche, and
told them what [ had in mind, and asked their

permission to use that name for renaming our-

district, and they were all in agreement. 1 also
met with the different cities within our district,
made a presentation, and they were all for it. So
it finally went through, and now Tukvpvche is
the only named district.

Also, I have listed there in the red red
dots represent the ceremonial grounds that are

still active. So you can see that the only activities
within the Upper Creek are the traditional
people. And up in the north, you see three dots,
one in Okmulgee, two in Creek, those are the
Ugee grounds ceremonial grounds that
participate with us. So we all participate together.

But you can see clearly that the southern
portion of our nation is where all the tradition
still exists.

I have a film that I want to show you. I'm
glad that you have heard about the hardship on
the Trail of Tears, but I also want to tell you
about our nation today. I have excerpts of some
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tapes that [ have put together. Also, I want to
show you one more map.

[ have in blue the route that they took from
the southeast. T also have a route in red, and that
represents the route of the Upper Towns that
wanted to not take part in the Civil War. They
said, “This is a White man’s war; we don’t want
any part of it. We know what has happened in
the past.” So they took the route up to Kansas,
and on the way they had skirmishes with
Confederate forces, Creek regiments fought them
along the way. It was winter, they weren't
properly clothed, and they just fled to Kansas.
And many died along the way.

Woodson
County — and that is where a lot of our people
are buried. And since 1863-1864 when they came
back, no Creek/Muskogee delegation has ever
been back except for three or four years ago, our

There is an area of Kansas

ceremonial ground went up to Kansas because
they called us. And that was the first time that a
Muskogee delegation has returned to there. They
have accepted us with open arms, and as a result
we worked, and now Kansas has recognized
Opthola Yahola and his lifetime accomplishments
were for the betterment of his people. He is
buried there, in an unknown grave.

(film)



Some Archeological Perspectives on the Arkansas Cherokee
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Introduction

The recent meeting of the National Trail of
Tears Association in Little Rock, Arkansas,
provided an opportunity for discussion of
research and commemoration of the Trail of
Tears. By way of introduction to this paper,
about Native American emigrants to Arkansas in
a different context than the Trail, here is one
more addition to the Trail story. A local
perspective from a traveler and sportsman who
came to Arkansas 150 years ago to hunt and
enjoy the woods, but who in his traveling
encountered the Trail.

Friedrich Gerstaecker was a middle-class
German who wanted adventure, so in 1837 he
left his home and came to what he called “the Far
West:” Arkansas. In 1843 he returned to Europe,
but for most of his stay in the United States, he
traveled Arkansas, Iis account of his time here
was first published in English in 1854 in a book
translated as “Wild Sports in the Far West”
(Gerstaecker 1968).

Gerstaecker writes about the Trail of Tears
twice, both times providing observations on the
Water Route through the Arkansas River. First,
on the night of 9 February, 1838, he camped on
the east side of the Arkansas River opposite Little
Rock. He said:

An Indian tribe lad pitched their tents
close to the banks of the river. A number of
large crackling fires, formed of whole
trunks of dry fallen trees, which lay aboul
in abundance, offering good shelter agninst
the wind; over the fires were kettles witl

large pieces of venmison, bear, squirrels,
racoons, opossums, wild cats, and what-
ever else the fortunes of the chase had given
them. Here young men were occupied
securing the horses to some of the fallen
trees, and supplying them with fodder;
there lay others, overcome by the firewater,
simging thetr national songs with a mourn-
ful and heavy tongue. I stood for a long
time watching the amimated scene.

A tall powerful Indian, decked out with
glass beads and silver ornaments, cane
staggering towards me, with an empty
bottle in his left hand and a handsome rifle
in his right, and holding them both to-
wards me, gave me to understand that le
would give me the rifle if I would fill liis
bottle. The dealers in spirituouns liquors are
subject to a heavy fine if they sell any to
soldiers, Indinns, or Negroes. The poor
Indians have fallen so low, and becomne so
degraded by Lhe base speculations of the
pale faces, that they wwill give all they most
value, to procure the body and soul de-
stroying spirits.

Thougli I had but little nioney left, only
twelve cents, I declined the exchange; e
turned sorrowfully away, probably to offer
the advantageous bargain to someone else,
i which case I thought it best to indulge
the poor savage, nud save Tt Tis hand-
some rifle; I took the bottle out of hus hand,
filled it, and gave it back to hin. On my
refusing to accept his rifle, he Inid hold of
me, and dragged me almost forcibly to lis
fire, obliged me to drink twitlt im, to smoke
out of Ins pipe, and eat a large slice of
venison, while his wife and three children



sat in the tent staring with surprise at the
stranger. He then stood wup, and in Jus
harimonious language related a long lis-
tory to me and to some sous of the forest
who had assembled round s, and of which
[ did not understand a word. At last as the
noise became annoying, 1 stole away qui-
etly to seek a bertl for the night.

Wihen I came to the ferry on the féllowing
morning, the encampment was broken up,
and the Indians had embarked on board a
steqaner, which was to carry them furfher
west (Gerstaecker 1968:91-93).

Gerstaecker unfortunately did not identify
the group he saw. It might have been one of
several. For example, Major Ridge's party of
around 460, under Dr. John S. Young, traveling
on the Arkansas River, stayed overnight opposite
Little Rock March 21, 1837, and transferred to a
lighter draft steamboat with two keelboats the
next day (Wilkins 1968:305). A vyear later,
Lieutenant Edward Deas’s party of 250 stopped
at Little Rock April 11, 1838, and transferred to a
lighter draft steamer and one keelboat (Wilkins
1963:326). Of course the John Ross party stopped
in Little Rock in midwinter 1839, and it was on
this occasion that Ross’ wife Quatie Ross, also
known as Mary Stapler, died (Arkansas Guzette,
Feb. 6, 1839; Woodward 1963:217-218; and sce
Arkansas Democrat Gazette, March 31, 1996, p- B1,
for the rediscovery of Mrs. Ross’ original
gravestone at Holly Cemetery in Little Rock).

The second encounter Gerstaecker had with
the Trail was in December 1843, a few days
before Christmas. Gerstaecker had become an
experienced woodsman, trained to see the clues
the hunter needed. He and a companion had set
out on a hunting expedition. They had left the
companion’s farmstead over on the Petit Jean
River in Yell County, and they walked north.
They crossed the Arkansas River at what is now
the extinct town of Pittsburg, in Johnson County
near Knoxville. They camped overnight nearby,
perhaps not far from where Interstate 40 runs on
west to Oklahoma, and east back through
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Tennessee toward the Cherokee’s homeland. The
following is a painful passage from Gerstaecker.
The Native Americans had passed by on the Trail
of Tears, and the evidence of their passing was
clear. He reported:

Next day we passed along a part of the
route by whiclt some years ago a mmerous
body of eastern Indians, laving given up
tieir lands to the United States on condi-
tion of recetving other equally good lands
in the west, were conducted by the parties
who had engaged to provide for theni on
thetr journey. Numerous square loles cut
i the fallen trees showed where the squaws
had pounded their maize to make bread,
More melancholy traces were visible in the
bones of human beings and animals which
were strewed about. Many a warrior and
squaw died on the road from exhaustion,
and the maladies engendered by their trent-
mient; and their relations and friends could
do nothing more for then: than fold then: in
their blankets, and cover them witl bouglts
and bushes, to keep off the vultures, which
also followed ihetr route by thousands, and
soared over their leads; for their drivers
would not give them time to dig a grave
and bury their dead. The wolves, whicl
also followed at mo great distance, soon tore
away so frail a covering, and scattered the
bones in all directions.

Tlus is a sad instaitce of the abominable
haggling spirit so prevalent in Awmerica.
The government, to avoid trouble, Iad
contracted with individuals for a certain
sum, which was quite sufficient to liave
conveyed the poor Indians conifortably; but
they were obliged to part with all they had
for bread, selling their rifles and toimna-
hawks, lhorses going for two and three
dollars; and, while they died of hinger and
distress, the cantractors made a fortune
(Gerstaecker 1968:276-277).

Recent research by noted Trail historian
Duane King suggests Gerstaecker may have
encountered the sad passing of Whiteley’s or
Drain’s detachments of Cherokee from the



summer of 1838 (King personal communication
April 17 , 1996).

They had been traveling by boat, but low
water on the Arkansas River forced them to shore
at Lewisburg, in what is now Morillton. Those
Cherokee had to walk from there to the Flint
District in Oklahoma, with much loss of life. The
story of the Trail of Tears is a tragic epic in U.S.
history, and carries great meaning for both the
descendants of those who made the journey, and
the descendants of the Angloamerican culture
~ that forced them to make that journey (Foreman
1932; Ehle 1988; Gilbert 1996; King 1993, 1996;
Lumpkin 1907; Wilkins 1988; Anderson 1991;
Woodward 1963).

But there is another story that needs to be
told as well. There are tragic elements in this
story, too, but there are also elements that point
toward another epic of U 5. history, the voluntary
westward migration of tens of thousands of
families who staked their hopes and dreams for
a better life elsewhere. The pain of leaving one’s

native soil and friends and relatives, the struggle-

of the journey, the immense hard work of
starting a new life, the pride of achievement in
new homes and cleared fields.

We think of this as the story of
Angloamerican pioneers. This is also the story of
the Cherokee, one beginning to draw more
interest. This is story of the thousands of
Cherokee who chose to become voluntary
emigrants in the decades after the American
Revolution, who left the Homeland and headed
west as much as half a century before the Trail of
Tears. The goal for many was the area now
known as Arkansas (Figure 1).

Arkansas was not vacant of course, The name
itself came from the Algonquin word for one
group of the Native Americans already here, the
Akansa, or as they call themselves, the
O-Gah-Pah or Quapaw (Baird 1980, 1989;
Nieberding 1976; cf. Arnold 1991). And the
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Osage still claimed northwestern Arkansas
(Mathews 1961; Rollings 1992; Wilson 1988).

It has been twenty five years since Dr. Robert
Markman pulled together the diplomatic history
of the Arkansas Cherokee, and his dissertation
still hasn’t been published except in microform
(Markman 1972). Unfortunately, even now there
are few experts on this voluntary migration of the
Cherokee into Arkansas (see for example
Littlefield and Underhill 1972). We may be
thankful for the revival of interest in the period
by historians such as Dr. Loretta Price, who has
been working on issues related to the Cherokee
in Arkansas for several years, including Dwight
Mission near what is now Russellville (Price
1995). One should also note Robert Meyers who
has been doing extensive documentary work on
the remarkable number of Cherokee settlements
along the St. Francis River in eastern Arkansas
(Meyers n.d.). And there are many other
historians who have drawn attention to the
Cherokee part of Arkansas history, though their
own focus has been somewhat
elsewhere--usually on what various Arkansas
Cherokee did later, as though they’d come here
to the Natural State for a vacation, instead of for
a generation.

Historical Archeology

There is another perspective on the Arkansas
Cherokee. To date, just about everything we
know so far is the result of painstaking
appreciation of the documents generated as part
of daily life, from government reports to
memoirs. There are other important sources on
the Cherokee experience of course, including oral
history and old photographs, but there is one
more source. That source is the evidence of past
life in the ground, accessible through historical
archeology.

Archeology is the study of the material
remains of human experience, in Egypt or Mexico
or even at nearby Toltec Mounds State Park in
central Arkansas, where the Plum Bayou culture



constructed a huge mound complex some 1300
years ago (Rolingson 1980). We can define the
subject of Thistorical archeology, as the
archeological study of people in the past,
beginning with the expansion of Europe in the
fifteenth century (Deetz 1977; Noel Hume 1975;
Schuyler 1978; Orser 1995; Yentsch and Beaudry
1992).

Thus to the usual discoveries of archeology
such as artifacts, and foundations and whatnot,
historical archeologists add documents,” since
Europe was a literate culture and Europeans
generated lots of records about what it was they
were doing. Historical archeologists can therefore
use data from the ground, and data from the
archives, to ask where did Europeans go and
explore and settle. Historical archeology includes
the study of places such as Colonial North
America (Yentsch 1994; Noel Hume 1982; Deagan
1983; Deetz 1993; Ferguson 1992), battlefield sites
(Scott et al 1989), and even the farmsteads and
towns established by Angloamerican pioneers
coming into Arkansas after 1800 (Martin 1977;

Stewart-Abernathy 1980, 1982, 1986; 1994;

Stewart-Abernathy and Ruff 1989). Historical
archeologists have thus joined ethnohistorians
and now ask what impact did all of this have on
the native peoples who were already in the
places Europeans went and explored and settled
(Davis ed. 1991; Dye and Brister 1986; Hudson
and Tessor 1994). Historical archeology thus also
includes the study of the Cherokee as well as
other removed Native Americans, in their

Homelands, and in Arkansas, and in Oklahoma,

For the Cherokee, historical archeology of
sites in the 1700s and early 1800s is an outgrowth
of concern with prehistoric Native American
sites. Archeologists, in trying to understand the
prehistoric human occupation of the Southern
Appalachian Mountains and surrounding hill
country (Dickens 1972 and 1979), found
themselves working on sites where they
excavated evidence of contact with British and
French traders, evidence such as glass beads and

brass kettles, and iron knives and firearms (for
example, Lewis and Kneberg 1946:132-135,
149-152; Bloom 1942; Harmon 1986)

The new concern with the Protohistoric and
Contact periods accelerated with the construction
of the many reservoirs by the Tennessee Valley
Authority. Many important mid- to late-1700s
Cherokee town sites were threatened, and
excavated, such as Tomotley and Chota (Baden
1983; Guthe and Bistline 1978; Schroedl 1986).
Important trading posts established for the
Cherokee have also been intensively examined,
including Tellico Blockhouse (Polhemus 1977).

More recently, archeologists are looking
specifically at Cherokee sites that postdate the
troubles of the American Revolutionary War
period and later, when the Cherokee were
struggling to continue their ways of life in very
different circumstances from their prehistoric
past. For example, Brett Riggs at the University
of Tennessee has been excavating Cherokee
farmstead sites that were occupied by Cherokee
families up until the day they were captured by
U.S. troops and then herded into the stockades
before they were sent out on the Trail of Tears
(Riggs 1991).

At the other end of the Trail, the Oklahoma
Archeological Survey in 1995 began a survey to
identify Cherokee sites in Oklahoma that date
from the first arrival of the Old Settlers and
others, up through the conflicts of the 1840s, and
to the Civil War (Albert 1996). The historical
archeological study of the Cherokee in Arkansas
is just beginning (Sabo 1992), though there has
been past attention to the contemporary trading
posts and forts (Dollar 1966; Westbury 1971;
Smith 1974; McCrocklin 1992c). We are making
progress however, in trying to draw attention to
the presence in the not so distant Arkansas past
of many migrating Native Americans who called
the state home for at least a little while.

This paper will briefly review some efforts to
explore sites created as part of the Cherokee



experience in Arkansas. That experience was
complex and sometimes contradictory, and it
deserves attention. The particular concern in this
paper is a site not far from the Arkansas River,
created by Cherokee in the heart of what was
hoped to be a new homeland. What was found
there was very similar to what was discovered at
some sites in southwestern Arkansas, sites
associated with Cherokee who came early,
fleeing what they saw as intolerable conditions in
the Homeland.

Cherokee in Arkansas

The heartland of Cherokee Arkansas lies in
the Arkansas River Corridor between Little Rock
and Fort Smith (Markman 1972, Davis 1987)
(Figure 1). Major tributaries flowing into the
Arkansas River provided a framework, for the
continuation of the Town system in which
Cherokee matrilineal families lived in dispersed
farmsteads grouped into linear villages. Towns
were established along Point Remove Creek,

[llinois Bayou, Piney Creek, Spadra Creek,

Horsehead Creek, and Mulberry River,

The principle impetus behind most of this
settlement was the Treaty of July 8, 1817 (King
1979; Perdue 1989; Woodward 1963; Wilkins
1988). This treaty arose out of still more conflict
on the one hand between the Western Cherokee
and the Cherokee still in the Homeland, and on
the other hand between Cherokee and state and
federal governments. The treaty was intended to
encourage many Cherokee leave by
extinguishing title to millions of acres of
Cherokee land in Tennessee, South Carolina, and
elsewhere, in return for a reservation in Arkansas
between the Arkansas and White Rivers. Eastern
Indians such as the Delaware, Shawnee, Peoria,
and the Cherokee had found their way into what
is now Arkansas, since the end of the American
Revolution (Sabo 1992). Cherokee leaders already
in Arkansas, such as Tollantuskee, had been
pushing for title to the lands they were
occupying, and after 1817 they were encouraging

to

additional emigration as part of ongoing disputes
with Cherokee political leaders back East.

An important moment for this voluntary
removal was when John Jolly led a large party in
1818, eventually settling on Spadra Creek near
what is now Clarksville. With the death of his
brother Toluntuskee in 1818, Jolly became a
major leader of the Arkansas Cherokee.

On April 9, 1819, John Jolly and his wife met
the English naturalist Thomas Nuttall at Walter
Webber’s store near what is now London,
Arkansas. It is uncertain at this remove to know
what Jolly thought of Nuttall, but Nuttall
reported his impression of Jolly. Said Nuttall, “I
should scarcely have distinguished him from an
American, except by his language” (Nuttall
1966:129). :

Except by his language. Indistinguishable
from an American, except in the primary way
Jolly expressed himself, and thought, and felt,
and viewed the world. Jolly and his thousands of
Cherokee neighbors were frontier people, but
they were something else, too. As many as 3,000
Cherokee eventually emigrated to Arkansas after
the Treaty of 1817, bringing the total number of
Cherokee in Arkansas to as much as four or five
thousand,

These newcomers didn’t stay long. The
Treaty of May 6, 1828, ceded the Arkansas lands
in return for yet another new homeland, further
west in Oklahoma. In a pattern to be repeated on
a much larger scale for the Eastern Homeland
only seven years later, the new cession was
signed by a delegation of Arkansas Cherokee
who were considered traitors by the rest
(Markman 1972:192). Nonetheless, by the fall of
1828, many Arkansas Cherokee were preparing
to move one more time.

Of all the Cherokee along the Arkansas, at
this point there are only two sites available for
fieldwork, and one of these is not even
fundamentally Cherokee. This site is probably
the most well known location associated with the



Arkansas Cherokee, Dwight Mission (3PP58). It
was established in 1820 by the Presbyterian
group, the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions (Turrentine 1962; Vance 1970;
Price 1995; Washburn -1955; Finney and
Washburn 1821, Payne and Payne 1954): The
ABCFM had already established two missions to
the Native Americans in the Southeast (Brainerd
Mission in the Cherokee Homeland in Georgia,
and Elliott Mission, set up in Mississippi for the
Choctaw) (McLoughlin 1984).

The mission in the new Homeland was
created in response to efforts by some Cherokee
who, while disputing the path to a new way of
life, nonetheless sought to prepare their children
for some of the inevitable demands of that new
way (but see McLoughlin 1974). In 1817 the
Presbyterians were invited to come to the
Arkansas country by an important leader of the
Western Cherokee, Tolluntuskee.

It is no small irony that Tolluntuskee himself
died in the winter of 1818, two years before the
missionaries finally came. The spot where the
mission ended up was in the Cherokee “Town”
area under the leadership of Takatoka (Markman
1972:110-111; Washburn 1955) who was opposed
to the presence of the mission in the first place!

Takatoka knew the fundamental goal of
Dwight Mission was to obliterate Cherokee
culture, by taking Cherokee children and
transforming them into Angloamerican adults.
John Jolly supported the mission, but one
wonders what he thought about the fact that the
head missionary, Cephas Washburn, never
bothered to learn the Cherokee language. If the
mission had succeeded, it would have stripped
John Jolly’s children of their Cherokee language.
At Dwight, a substantial compound was
constructed by the mid 1820s, but the fortunes of
Dwight were connected to those of the Cherokee.

When the Arkansas Cherokee moved on after
1828, Dwight Mission was relocated to what is
now Dwight in Oklahoma. The original location
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of Dwight Mission was largely put under water
in the 1960s by the construction of Lake
Dardanelle as part of the Kerr-McClellan
Navigation System on the Arkansas. There is a
boat ramp there now, on U.5. Highway 64.

Thanks to a map found by the leading
authority on Dwight Mission, Dr. Loretta Price,
one could probably find portions of the site that
are not submerged (Hitchcock 1820). The map
was made by Sophronia Sumner Hitchcock, a
missionary and resident. Hitchcock wrote down
in one corner of her map, “You will learn from
this little map my dear friends what is the
present situation of the missionary station at
Dwight” (Ibid.). The map does this well, showing
the organization of the compound, and mission
records provide many details regarding all these
structures and the activities that took place in
and around them. There is even Cephas
Washburn’s own statement of expenses incutred
during construction of the compound, and this
accounting provides dimensions of buildings and
other details (Washburn to Sec War 26 Jan 1829,
in Turrentine 1962:7-8).

Thanks to the map, for example, one could
probably find, quoting text on the map, the “boys
school house: it stands on an elevated spot in the
forest and commands a handsome prospect of
the station.” This spot is in fact not under the
lake. Washburn’s expense statement indicates
this structure was a hewed log house 24-by-36
feet, with a framed roof covered with shingles,
built originally for $500 (Turrentine 1962:8).

It might be very revealing to find that “boys
school house,” there on the Arkansas frontier,
But when it is found, it remains uncertain that we
will find much about the Cherokee since the
entire purpose of Dwight Mission was to
transform Cherokee children into Anglo-
americans. When it comes down to it, there is
actually only one site we can confidently assign
to the Cherokee along the Arkansas River of the
thousands of Cherokee farmsteads established
there.



Obstacles to Site Identification

This site will be discussed in detail below, but
it might be useful first to review the reasons for
this gap between likely numbers of sites and just
one to work on. There are five such reasons. First,
much of the bottom land of the Arkansas River
has been flooded by the Arkansas River
Navigation System. Second, much of the
remaining land in the Arkansas Corridor is today
either wooded or in pasture, making it difficult to
recognize archeological sites of any date. Third,
atleast two of the areas of Cherokee settlements
are obscured by the growth of two modern
towns, Clarksville on Spadra Creek and
Russellville on Illinois Bayou. Fourth, since the
land encompassed by the Cherokee reserve was
not surveyed until after the 1828 Treaty, we do
not have good maps or legal descriptions
through which to locate Cherokee sites.
Moreover, since the Cherokee gave up title to
their land to the federal government as a group
through a treaty, we do not have a paper trail of

deeds and whatnot to trace back ownership of -

individual parcels of land. Finally, the short
duration of the Cherokee occupation, in many
cases less than a decade, followed by the rapid
reoccupation of many Cherokee sites by
Angloamerican pioneers and the hiding of the
Cherokee cultural landscape, makes it difficult to
confirm a site as having been founded by
Cherokee.

There may be some ways to circumvent some
of these problems. For example, when the
township and range system of land survey was
finally established in the Arkansas Cherokee
country after 1828, surveyors sometimes made
note of houses and fields then in existence. These
General Land Office plats document at least a
part of the Cherokee-built landscape as taken
over by the new settlers. The Arkansas River
Valley Chapter of the Arkansas Archeological
Society has just begun a project to examine all of
the General Land Office plats for the Arkansas
Corridor and record these houses and fields as
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archeological sites. Then, chapter members will
visit those sites to see what those locations look
like today. There is another way to identify these
sites and that is to concentrate on recognizing the
artifacts one might find there, especially the
fragments of British-made dishes always found
on sites of the period. Such dishes are generally
easy to date given what is known from the
antiques business about technical aspects of
ceramic production and about changes in the
popularity of designs on dishes. For example,
transfer printing in red was not possible until the
mid to late 1820s when German chemists
imvented a wide range of dyes. Before that one
could only get transfer printing in dark blue,
black, and brown. On the other hand, while edge
decorating plates in blue was common from the
late 1700s into the 1880s, one finds green edge
decorated plates no later than the 1830s. Given
that during the period 1817-1828, Angloamerican
settlers were forbidden to live in the Arkansas
Cherokee territory, if one can find sites with the
right period dishes, those might be Cherokee
sites.

3PP449

Precisely such a site has been found, 3PP449
in Pope County not far from the Arkansas River.
(Figure 2). The site lies on the edge of a terrace
above the Arkansas River, above all but the
highest floodwaters. This terrace has been
farmed for generations. Today it is not a

particularly spectacular setting, just a soybean
field.

[n 1993, amateur archeologist Charles Massey
brought into the ATU Station lab some bits of
early 1800s, British-made dishes from the site. A
black gunflint from a flintlock rifle was also
found on the site. In the Massey material there
was nothing there that had to date after 1830.
That meant the material could have all been
thrown away before that date, by people who
had lived on the site but who had abandoned it
sometime before about 1830. That suggested



Cherokee who could have come with the 1817
Treaty or before, and who then left after the 1828
Treaty.

Field Methods

In the winter of 1996 the site was tested by
volunteers from the Arkansas River Valley
Chapter under the direcion of »Arkansas
Archeological Survey staff. The investigations
employed the proven strategy Brett Riggs has
used to identify over 30 Cherokee sites in Eastern
Tennessee that date up to 1830s Removal (Riggs
1991).

This strategy has four steps. The first step
was to walk over the surface and flag the correct
period artifacts visible on the surface to identify
both the heart and extent of the area of pre-1830
occupation. At 3PP449, surface visibility was
excellent because the farmer had gotten his crop
off in the fall and had done little to the field since.

The first step of the investigation went well,

although it was a little tricky because on the

north end of the terrace, fieldwork identified a
farm house site that was occupied from about
1880 to the 1940s. Fortunately there was almost
no overlap with the pre-1850 occupation area.
Unfortunately, we determined that the same
terrace had been occupied for at least a thousand
years by prehistoric Native Americans. The
Woodland and then Mississippian occupation (cf.
Schambach and Newell 1990) extended both
north and south of the hoped-for Cherokee site.
Traditional Cherokee ceramics in the Homeland
include both grit- and shell-tempered plain-body
sherds, just the same as the Woodland and
Mississippian prehistoric Indians made on this
site. For that matter, from an archeological
standpoint, prehistoric Cherokee is a special and
successful version of Mississippian culture.

The second step was to do 100 percent
surface collection in the most dense part of the
site in order to obtain a good sample of the
artifacts that had been turned up onto the surface
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by farming activities. This resulted in a large
assemblage of ceramics, glass, and metal, about
which more will be said below.

The third step was to do soil coring every one
meter within the most dense part of the site.
Excavations at both prehistoric and historic
Cherokee sites in the Homeland nearly always
find one or more pit features immediately under
the house for example, at Tomotley on the Little
Tennessee River (Guthe and Bistline 1978; Baden
1983), A pit was expected at 3PP449 as well. A
filled cellar or related pit feature would be visible
because as the soil core went down below the
plowzone or topsoil layer, instead of hitting
sterile lighter colored subsoil, it instead would
bore into the very dark fill matrix of the pit. That
dark fill would contrast nicely with the lighter
colored subsoil.

The crew eventually put in nearly 140 core
holes. It was possible to identify the sequence of
soil layers with great accuracy, but unfortunately,
it was not possible to recognize any pit features
for the following reasons. First, it appears that
the site was intensely occupied during the
Woodland period, about 1500-1000 years ago,
and this created a dark brown loamy midden
stratum below plowzone over most of the site.
Thus, instead of finding the dark brown soil of
pit fill, coring kept finding dark brown midden
soil. Any dark pit was thus invisible in the darker
background.

The second reason pit features were not
discovered may be because it was also
discovered that part of the site was heavily
eroded, probably as a result of intensive clearing
of a treeline about twenty years ago. In the
erosion-damaged area there is no dark soil
layer—it's been eroded and plowed away. If there
had been any pit features there, they’re gone.

The fourth step was supposed to be to dig as
much of the pit or cellar as possible by the time
the farmer had to get back out into his field.
However, since no Cherokee cellar holes were



identified, it was decided to go ahead and
excavate four 1x2 meter test units to further
understand soil stratigraphy and to recover a
complete sample of the artifacts within the
plowzone. .

Artifacts

The fieldwork at 3PP449 was completed on
March 17, so at this point analysis is not
complete. But the following is a summary of
what we did find. To begin with, all the finds
were tiny pieces, just the size expected when the
primary trash disposal method is basically to toss
the trash into the yard. The artifacts get walked
on and crushed.

Among the tiny pieces that were found were
lots of British ceramics, dishes used to set the
table (Figure 3). These are by no means expensive
dishes, though one might think so in an antique
store today. One hundred and seventy five years
ago these were very ordinary, very cheap
tableware. Finds include transfer printed plates,

bowls, and cups done in black, purple, and dark.

blue. There are also hand-painted vessels, with
the decoration consisting of flowers and leaves
and whatnot done both in multicolors and in just
shades of blue. Also found were pieces of plates
and even a platter decorated only around the
edge with a blue or green feathery or shell
pattern. Finally, a distinctive decoration on cups
and mugs was identified, annular ware in which
the surface is divided by horizontal bands and
then the zones are filled in with a variety of
techniques.

Most of the wares just discussed were for
table use, but also found were ceramics in which
food was prepared, the even cheaper
kitchenware. These were sherds of red-bodied
glazed earthenware also known as redware, in
forms such as bowls, milkpans, and some mugs.

Also found were some fragments of very
dark green glass bottles, part of a fork, and the
blade and tang of a table knife (Figures 3 and 4).
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Surprisingly, we even found a bullet mold made
of iron, for making round lead balls. The handles
were broken off but the actual “cupped” mold
end of the device was still fastened together at
the point where the pivoting rivet is placed.

Some construction material was recovered, of
which the most significant was a burned nail
(Figure 4). It was exactly the type of nail sought,
because its date of manufacture is easily
determined. Beginning in the 1790s, machinery
existed for stamping or cutting nails with
rectangular or square shanks out of plates of iron,
but it was not until 1835 or so that machinery
was introduced that could produce a fully
machine-made nail. The nail found at 3PP449 has
a cut shank, but it has a handmade head.
Therefore, this nail probably was made between
1790 and 1835, precisely the period of maximum
Cherokee occupation in Arkansas

We also found this brass button. It's ordinary,
though it does have stamped in the back the
letters “Imperial/Standard.” It could have been
used by anyone, but an identical one was found
at the excavation of the Tellico Blockhouse
trading post, occupied 1794 to 1807 (Polhemus
1977:238, Plate XXVIII, O). This post was located
on the Little Tennessee River in eastern
Tennessee in the heart of the Overhill Cherokee
Homeland.

Now if none of this assemblage sounds very
Native American, in fact so far it is identical to
the assemblage found at contemporary Cherokee
sites by Brett Riggs back in the Homeland, and to
an apparent Delaware site down on Red River
found by Claude McCrocklin (McCrocklin
1992b), and to the materials found at confirmed
Alabama Coushatta Indian sites by McCrocklin
on Red River north of Shreveport, Louisiana
(McCrocklin 1985).

Red River Cherokee

This assemblage is also identical to the
material recovered at two sites on Red River, also



found by McCrocklin, that are probably
associated with Cherokee leader Duwali, or as he
is also known, Boldhunter, the Bowl, or Bowles
(McCrocklin 1992a; Clarke 1971). He had been a
leader on the Little Tennessee River, and in 1810
had brought a group to the St. Francis River
settlements. The St. Francis River drains much of
northeastern Arkansas between the Mississippi
River and Crowley’s Ridge, with both the
Mississippi and the Ridge providing good
transportation routes nearby. Several groups of
Cherokee had established farmsteads and
hamlets there beginning perhaps in the 1780s and
particularly after 1794 in what was then Spanish
Louisiana (Myers n.d.).

Increasing Angloamerican settlement in
eastern Arkansas after the Louisiana Purchase of
1803 put pressure on the Cherokee there, and it
may have been that the incredible disruptions of
the spectacular New Madrid earthquakes of
1811-1812 was the last straw for many Cherokee.
In a pattern that was to be all too common over
the next generation, the Cherokee left the farms,
fields, and roads they had built, and moved on.
Angloamerican pioneers eagerly occupied what
the Cherokee had left behind.

Duwali led a group from the St. Francis
region to Petit Jean Creek on the south side of the
Arkansas River sometime after 1812. The well
known Treaty of 1817 was an effort to encourage
Cherokee in the Homeland to move west, but it
of course included the provision that the
Cherokee reservation in what was then stll
known as Missouri Territory was to run from the
Arkansas River north. The many Cherokee who
had settled on the south side, including groups
under the leadership of Tahchee or Dutch, and
Duwali, had to move elsewhere, though some
chose not to go regardless (Markman 1972:107).

other
Cherokee, and some Delawares, Creeks, and
Choctaws, on what was known as Lost Prairie.
Lost Prairie was located south of present day
Fulton in southwest Arkansas, between the

Duwali’'s group moved to near
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Sulphur Fork and the Red River (Everett
1990:16-17). By 1818, the Red River region had
become an international borderland between
Spain and the US. with much disruption,
competing land claims, competing legal
authorities, and much illegal trade and traffic.
Duwali’s ‘group ended up at the south end of
Lost Prairie on the west side of the Red.

These Cherokee were subject to repeated
harassment by Anglo traders and government
officials, and it may even have been Duwali’s
group who was forced by Arkansas Territorial
militia to leave their settlement hurriedly in the
summer of 1820. The regional center was the
government trading post at the Sulphur Fork
Factory (McCrocklin 1992¢). According to a claim
filed at the Sulphur Fork agency in 1821, by an
unnamed Cherokee leader,

Two companies of Militia from the Terri-
tory of Arkansas came to the village with a
White man as Interpreter, that the Inter-
preter informed them in Cherokee language
to run, that whites were enraged against
them and that they intended to put them
all do death. The Indians immediately took
the alarm and ran off and that they were
fired upon by the whites and an innocent
Indian Killed. He also states that they were
directed to leave the villnge and gave them
ten days to depart in. He further states it
was impossible for them to collect their
Stock of Horses, Cows and Hogs. . .
(quoted in McCrocklin 1992a:33).

And what did the archeological team
discover at the Cherokee sites (3MI292 and
3MI297) there on the west bank of the Red at Lost
Prairie? The test work was limited, but it also had
better luck particularly at 3MI1292 (Ibid.). Testing
there identified a rich midden deposit of
domestic debris, along with three firepits, one of
which was later filled with trash. The brief
fieldwork even discovered evidence of structures
including nails, and fired clay daub from clay
chimneys. The test work, under the supervision
of Survey Station Archeclogist Dr. Frank



Schambach, found British-made table dishes,
including transfer printed wares, and edge-
decorated pieces. Kitchenware found included
redware and stoneware. Utensils found included
forks with two tines, iron and pewter spoons,
and parts of iron three-legged kettles. Glassware
represented included tumblers and wine glasses,
along with dark green bottles and light green
medicine bottles. Clothing items found included
brass and bone buttons, costume jewelry,
buckles, and pins, thimbles, and scissors. Also
found were black gun flints and lead rifle balls,
and brass and clay tobacco pipe bowls.

Cherokee Additions to the Pioneer
Assemblage

But there are additions to these goods there
in southwest Arkansas and up on the Arkansas
River that reflect Native American ideas.
Additions to the pioneer assemblage, that speak
quietly of a distinctive Native American presence
then, and today, 170 years later. At 3PP449, for
example, a fragment of Native-made pottery was

found (Figure 3). It is tempered with shell, and

decorated with deep curvilinear grooves between
raised ridges. The sherd is remarkably similar to
a known Cherokee type from the Homeland,
Overhill Curvilinear Complicated Stamping.
Native peoples continued to make native pottery
for special ceremonies for special meals, in
Arkansas and in Oklahoma (for example,
Leftwich 1970:63-86). Arkansas Cherokee sites
should at least produce Cherokee traditional
pottery in the form of jars to make a cornmeal
mush. Unfortunately, this particular pot sherd is
eroded, so one cannot rest too much on it,

The second set of artifacts that ties the site to
Native Americans are the beads. Only two were
found at 3PP449. One is pinkish amber, and the
second is a clear-glass faceted bead (Figure 5).
McCrocklin and Schambach found only one blue
one and one white one at 3MI292 (McCrocklin
1992¢), but thousands came from the Coushatta
sites (McCrocklin 1985).

G2

Let us refer again to Friedrich Gerstaecker,
the German hunter and travel writer. For
Gerstaecker, a key element of Native American
clothing in Arkansas was glass beads. Recall his
description of the Native American with the rifle
there on the Arkansas at Little Rock, “a tall
powerful Indian, decked out with glass beads
and silver ornaments” (above and Gerstaecker
1968:91).

Gerstaecker is certain of the association
between glass beads and Native Americans. Note
in the following passage what artifact he uses to
confirm ethnic identity. In late January 1843, he
was hunting somewhere in Newton County or
thereabouts. He entered a cave looking for bear
but,

An unexpected sight suddenly arrested our
progress,—the skeletons of a man and of a
bear, lying peaceably within three feet of
each other. A rifle, thickly covered with

rust, and a corroded knife, lay by the side

of the first, and some glass beads convinced
us that it was the skeleton of an Indian,

who had bravely attacked the bear sin-
gle-handed, and had fallen in the struggle,

the skeleton of the bear proving that he had
sold his life dearly (Gerstaecker
1968:337-8).

For Gerstaecker, the key clue to knowing the
dead hunter was a Native American was the
glass beads. And why not beads? For the Native
Americans of the Southeast, where shell, clay,
stone, and bone beads had been important
ceremonial objects for thousands of years {for
example, Brown 1996 2:575-590), glass beads
were a powerful reminder of their own traditions
(cf. Polhemus 1977 and Harmon 1986).

Finally, the last set of artifacts that links
3PP44Y on the Arkansas to the Cherokee are
pieces of sheets of brass from making decorative
items. As with the beads, Native American use of
copper had been important ceremonially for at
least a thousand years (for example, Brown 1996
2:545-551, 557-559). Artifacts of brass such as



tinkling cones represent an important part of
trade with Native Americans almost from contact
with Columbus.

This is certainly the case in Arkansas. Some of
the oldest trade goods known for Arkansas were
found in a prehistoric Native American trash pit
at Carden Bottom on the Arkansas River near
Russellville (Stewart-Abernathy 1994). Those
trade goods included blue glass beads, rolled
brass beads, and a brass sequin. Charcoal was
found in the same pit and through radiocarbon
means, and we now know that pit, and the
European trade goods it contained, date some
375 years ago, between A.D. 1575 and 1625. This
was perhaps one or two generations after the
DeSoto Expedition, and at least 50 years before
the first recorded Frenchman came to Arkansas.

Much of the brass found at our Cherokee site is
actually scrap, left behind by making brass objects
such as tinkling cones and other decorative gear
(Figure 5). One such scrap was from an object that
had been stamped repeatedly (Figure 6). However,
also found was a puzzling sheet of brass, green
from oxidation (Figure 6). It has a serrated edge
obviously cut by hand. It is far too thin to be used
for cutting, but it reminds one of headdress pieces,
like the “crown” one sees on Powwow Princesses in
Indian country today. It certainly does not look like
anything that would be in an Angloamerican
pioneer household. It would go well in the
traditional regalia of a modern jingle dancer along
with all her shiny brass tinkling cones.

And so there is a paradox. On the other hand,
much of what is found at these Cherokee sites
looks the same as one finds at Angloamerican
pioneer household sites. Then we find the brass
and beads that tell us something else is going on.
We find from travelers that these people spoke
not in accents of England and Scotland and
Ireland, but in the words and sounds of the
Principal People, the Cherokee name for
themselves. Indeed, these were pioneers in a new
wilderness.
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In 1828 they were forced to move again. They
were replaced on the landscape of the Arkansas
River by Angloamerican pioneers, who used
much of the same material culture, from cut nails
to British-made dishes, and living in much the
same way, in log houses on farmsteads they were
happy to take away from the Cherokee who built
them. Along the way, the very presence of those
thousands of Cherokee was hidden away, and
their enormous contribution to settling the
Arkansas Frontier was forgotten.

Conclusion

In Arkansas, perhaps it is possible to get a
new perspective on the achievements of
Cherokee families and other emigrant Indians
trying to construct new lives for themselves in
what they desperately hoped would be a new
Homeland. At these Cherokee sites, one can find
what the Cherokee themselves chose out of
European and Angloamerican culture, as they
sought to build a new Cherokee life in Arkansas,
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Figure 2: line drawing,. Site map for 3PP449 with location.

Figure 3: b/w photo. 3PP449 ceramics and glass.

Figure 4: b/w photo. miscellaneous metal including nail, bullet mold.
Figure 5: b/ w photo. trade goods including glass beads and brass scrap.

Figure 6: b/w photo. detail of serrated brass sheet and stamped brass
object.
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Congress designated the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail in December 1987. In accordance with the National Trails System
Act, the National Park Service has prepared an official set of trail maps for the Comprehensive Management and Use Plan. The
National Park Service contracted with Duane H. King to map the trail and to identify significant sites along it.

Trail maps are kept in the administrative office of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail at the NPS Southwest Regional Office
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. The routes are revised as new information about the trail becomes available. Any changes to the
congressionaly designated national historic trail route will be published in the Federal Register, in conformance with the Na-
tional Trails System Act, and necessary revisions will be made to the Comprehensive Management and Use Plan.

The Department of Arkansas Heritage is grateful to the National Park Service for the use of this map in the Trail of Tears Sympo-
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