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UPCOMING EVENTS 
August 7

Sequoyah Remembrance Day. 
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, Vonore, TN.
TNTOTA will have an informational table. 

August 16
KY Chapter Meeting

Historic Livingston Co. Courthouse/Museum
Smithland, KY

September 10 
International Cowpea Festival and Cook-off. 

Charleston City Park, Charleston, TN.
TNTOTA will have an informational table

September 10
AR Chapter Annual Meeting

Time and date to be announced

September 10 & 11
Sequoyah Fall Festival. 

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, Vonore, TN. 
TNTOTA will have an informational table. 

Sept 19-21st
25th Annual Trail of Tears Conf. & Symposium

Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort
777 Casino Dr., Cherokee North Carolina

Saturday, September 24
Mountain Heritage Day

WCU, Cullowhee, North Carolina

September 29 and 30
 12th Annual Rooted in the Mountains Symposium 

Theme: “Nv wa tohi ya da a de hi di yi” Living in 
a Continued State of Wellness

 Blue Ridge Conference Room, Main Campus, 
WCU, Cullowhee, NC

October 22
Cherohala Skyway Festival. 

Charles Hall Museum and Heritage Center. 
Tellico Plains, TN.  

 TNTOTA will have an informational table. 

October 22
Winchester Trail of Tears 
Commemorative Walk.  

200 Wilson Street Winchester, TN. 
 Speaker at 1pm 

For more information, contact Kathy Pack at 
katpac56@aol.com. 

November 6
Cape Girardeau County Historical Society 

Autumn Banquet
Civic Center at 6 p.m.

Jackson, Missouri
See article about Denise Dowling on page 11

November 12-13
Red Clay State Park Cultural Fair. 

Cleveland, TN.  

TN Chapter VP named Cherokee National Forest’s New Heritage Program Manager

Danielle Shelton of the US Forest Service at the 
Garden of the Gods in Shawnee National Forest, 
IL. Danielle is the new Heritage Program Manager 
for the Cherokee National Forest.   

Danielle Shelton

In February of this year, the Cherokee 
National Forest in East Tennessee 
named a new Heritage Program 
Manager, Dr. Danielle Shelton. 
Shelton’s duties include acting as 
steward of hundreds of historical 
sites, many of which are related to 
the Cherokee, Muskogee Creek, and 
other Native peoples and date back 
as far 11,000 years. She often consults 
with ten federally recognized tribes 
in order to manage the Forest’s 
cultural resources in a way that is 
mindful of their cultural importance. 

One of the most significant sites in 
the National Forest, Fort Armistead, 
which was a stopping point on the 
Trail of Tears for Cherokees being 
marched from North Carolina to the 
Cherokee Agency in Charleston, TN, 
is now under Shelton’s stewardship. 
She helped prepare the National 
Historic Landmark nomination for 
Fort Armistead which the National 
Park Service’s landmarks review 
committee voted unanimously to 
approve and forward to the Secretary 
of the Interior, Deb Haaland.   
From June, 2019 to mid-February, 
2022, Danielle worked at Red Clay 
State Historic Park as Historian/
Museum Curator, first on a paid basis 
and later as a volunteer. Her work 

at Red Clay included overseeing 
NAGPRA and ARPA compliance, 
consulting with the Cherokee Nation 
and Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians on cultural resources near 
the park, developing an archive 
of Red Clay’s historic papers and 
photographs, and supervising 
accession of the park’s archaeological 
resource collection.  

Danielle also developed a 
comprehensive plan to renovate the 
park’s museum and secured grants 
for the renovations. She designed 
five digital exhibits, eight new 
interpretive panels, and helped Park 
Manager Erin Medley update display 
cases and furnishings. The grand re-
opening of the Red Clay State Park 
Museum was held November 4, 2021. 

While working at Red Clay, 
Danielle researched and wrote 
her dissertation which is a 
comprehensive study of the park 
including its Cherokee, Muscogee, 
Civil War, and post-Civil War era 
history. Danielle’s insightful study of 
the park’s cultural history earned her 
a Ph.D. from Middle Tennessee State 
University and has recently been 
published as a book. Shelton has 
been in great demand as a historical 
speaker and has presented many 
programs on Red Clay and other 
Cherokee topics. 

As Vice President of the TN chapter 
of the Trail of Tears Association, 
Shelton organized an outdoor 
symposium at Red Clay State Park in 
April. Speakers included Jim Ogden, 
who spoke about Brown’s Ferry and 
Brown’s Ferry Road which are on 
the Trail of Tears, and Stefanie Haire 
and Andrew Denson, who spoke 
about how indigenous peoples 
are memorialized in the South. 
Shelton gave a talk on the historical 
landscape of Red Clay State Park at 
the symposium.

mailto:katpac56@aol.com.
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Marybelle Chase 
Trail of Tears Resolution

Marybelle Chase at the podium.

Whereas Marybelle Chase, for many 
years served as the representative 
of the Oklahoma Chapter to the 
Trail of Tears Association Board of 
Directors; and

Whereas Marybelle served on 
the Oklahoma Chapter Board of 
Directors, and for many years, 
served as chapter vice-president; 
and

Whereas Marybelle has 
volunteered her expertise in 
Cherokee history and genealogy 
by serving on a multitude of 
boards including a term on the 
board of directors of the friends of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society 
Archives; and

Whereas Marybelle Chase was 
a founder and an original board 
member of the Tulsa Cherokee 
Community Organization, and

Whereas she began the practice 
of educating her fellow Cherokees 
at Tulsa Community Organization 
meetings with a presentation 
called Cherokee Moments featuring 
intriguing tidbits of Cherokee 
history gleaned from her never 
ceasing research; and

Whereas Marybelle has attended 
Goingsnake District Heritage 
Association meetings for over 
30 years and for many years has 
contributed “Cherokee Moments” 
presentations at that groups 
meetings, and

Whereas Marybelle was a presenter 
at the National Genealogical 
Society annual conference in 1999, 
discussing research in Eastern 
Oklahoma Cherokee applications; 
and

Whereas transcriptions of her 

selections from the Cherokee 
advocate were published in seven 
volumes as “Cherokee Advocate 
Extracts”; and

Whereas Marybelle Chase published 
snippets of Cherokee history and 
genealogy in the “Cherokee Tracer”, 
quarterly for 15 years, and

Whereas she transcribed and 
published the 1851 Cherokee Old 
Settler Rolls; and
 
Whereas Marybelle transcribed the 
1851 Drennen Roll with an accurate 
index, which project was a massive 
undertaking, and which has resulted 
in a searchable database; and

Whereas, Marybelle Chase published 
the 1842 Claims in twelve volumes; 
and

Whereas Marybelle made research 
trips to the national archives in 
Washington D.C. with a team from 
the Oklahoma Chapter, on six 
different occasions; and

Whereas each of these trips yielded 
thousands of primary source 
documents concerning 
Cherokee removal, and

Whereas Marybelle 
volunteered her time, 
talent, and deep 
knowledge of Cherokee 
history spending hundreds 
of hours after each research 
expedition organizing 
these materials for 
communication to the 
Sequoyah Research Center; 
and future reference; and

Whereas Marybelle’s 
stature in the Cherokee 
Nation was formally 
recognized in 2018 when 

she was presented the Gadugi award, 
an honor bestowed upon those 
who contribute to the well-being 
and legacy of the Cherokee Nation, 
given to citizens who exemplify the 
Cherokee way of life; and

Whereas Marybelle Chase has 
brought dignity and honor to the 
Trail of Tears Association through 
her long and diligent service to the 
organization; and

Whereas the Board of Directors is 
desirous of retaining its long and 
treasured connection with this 
venerated and much loved Cherokee 
elder;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Board of Directors of the Trail of Tears 
Association that in recognition of her 
dedication and service Marybelle 
Chase is hereby designated a Board 
Member Emeritus of the Trail of Tears 
Association.

Passed by unanimous consent of the 
National Trail of Tears Association 
Board of Directors this 2nd day of 
May, 2022.
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Harrah’s Cherokee
Casino Resort

Cherokee, North Carolina

Conference & Symposium

The National Trail of Tears 
Association

September 19-21,

2022
Tourism Development Committee

https://nationaltota.com
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Dr. Brett Riggs
Dr.  Brett Riggs is Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of Cherokee Studies at Western Carolina 
University. He previously served as deputy Tribal Historic Preservation Officer and archaeologist for 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Brett serves on the executive committee of the National Trail 
of Tears Association. 

Title:   “…whatever risk they might run,” Eastern Cherokee Resistance to the Forced Removal of 1838
The persistence and success of Eastern Cherokees in their ancient homelands, even in the face 
of the American government’s concerted efforts to dispossess the Cherokee people in 1838, is 
testament to their carefully crafted, multi-layered programs of resistance to removal.

Dr. Lance Greene
Title:  “Their Determination to Remain”: A Cherokee Community’s Resistance to the Trail of 
Tears in North Carolina
Dr. Green is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Wright State University. He received his PhD from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Much of Dr. Greene’s research has focused on the Cherokee Trail of Tears in North Carolina and how 
Cherokees found ways to evade deportation and maintain their communities. His research has been 
published in numerous journals and anthologies, and his book, Their Determination to Remain was 
published earlier this year by The University of Alabama Press.

Dr. Greene’s talk tells the Story of The Welch’s Town Cherokee, a group of around 100 Cherokees who 

Dr. Lindsay G. Robertson
Professor Lindsay G. Robertson is the Chickasaw Nation Endowed Chair in Native American Law at 
the University of Oklahoma College of Law.  He received his J.D. (1986) and Ph.D. in History (1997) 
from the University of Virginia.

He serves on the  Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Historical Society and  as a justice on 
the Supreme Court of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes.  Professor Robertson is the author of 
Conquest by Law (Oxford University Press 2005).

Title:  The Supreme Court and the Trail of Tears
The forced removal of the Cherokees and other southeastern nations was engineered against a 

established a town on the Valley River after evading deportation by the US Army. Historic documents and material culture from 
archaeological excavations are used to tell the story.

backdrop of high-stakes litigation. This presentation will tell the story of the role the Supreme Court played in the Trail of Tears 
and explore the Discovery Doctrine, a troubling legal theory created by the Court, underlying removal.

Dr. Claudio Saunt
Dr. Claudio Saunt  is Richard B. Russell Professor in American History and Co-Director of the Center 
for Virtual History at the University of Georgia

Title:  “White Supremacy and Indian Removal: Why the United States Dispossessed the 
Cherokees in the Age of Andrew Jackson”
Drawing on his latest book,  Unworthy Republic, Claudio Saunt will explore how and why the United 
States drove Native Americans from their eastern homelands in the 1830s. 

Dr. Saunt will discuss the political and economic forces behind the passage of the “Indian Removal 
Act” in 1830 and investigate why the United States and Georgia persisted in their efforts to expel 
Cherokees, even after white Americans had taken most of the South.

conference speakers
Please note that these are tentative descriptions based on the presenters plans for presentation in 2021. Additional 
research and other factors may cause the presenters to modify their presentations. We will provide any updates via 
the TOTA website as plans solidify later in the Summer.
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conference speakers continued
Deborah Kirk
Deborah Kirk is a citizen of the Cherokee Nation and a PhD Candidate in Geography at Eberly 
College of Arts and Sciences, West Virginia University. Deborah’s research interests lie at the 
intersection of Indigenous historical geographies, Indigenous methodologies, deep mapping, 
geospatial and geovirtual technologies, experiential/immersive geographies, and geovisualization.

Title:  The Act of Remembering: A Deep Map of Cherokee Forced Removal
In this presentation, Deborah will begin with the importance of the act of remembering, explain the 
concepts of deep mapping, demonstrate a deep map of the Cherokee forced removal that focuses 
on the Hildebrand Detachment through Tennessee, and invite participation in furthering this “never 
ending conversation.”

Dale Stewart
Solo explorer, naturalist, folklorist, natural sound recorder, and award-winning media host.

Dale undertook the challenge of paddling and re- tracing the Water Route of The Trail of Tears in 
2012. His presentation chronicles his historic journey which covered some 1400 river miles, and was 
accomplished in 63 days.

Dale’s  paddle journey commenced at Ross’s Landing in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He paddled the 
Tennessee River north to the Ohio then west on the Ohio to the Mighty Mississippi, thence south to  
the Arkansas river, and then northwest on the Arkansas to the  bank of the Grand river at Fort Gibson, 
Oklahoma, in the Cherokee Nation.

Dr. Ben Steere
Dr. Ben Steere is the director of the Cherokee Studies program and associate professor of 
anthropology at Western Carolina University. 

Title:  Understanding and Preserving Watauga Town
Watauga lies in Cherokee heartland between the towns of Cowee and Nikwasi. Research indicates 
Cherokees have lived in this area for thousands of years. Dr. Steer’s presentation draws on the rich 
historical and archaeological record of Watauga Town to explain how this place fits into the broader 
cultural landscape of the Southern Appalachian Mountains.

Charlie Rhodarmer
Charlie Rhodarmer is Ex. Dir. of the Sq. Birthplace Museum and an Honorary Member of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians. He is an Eagle Scout and has been active as a living historian since he 
was 15. He served in the 82nd Airborne and holds a BS degree from Western Carolina University. 

Title:  Cherokee Syllabary Bicentennial
Charlie will talk about the syllabary and discuss projects at the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, 
including the blacksmith shop, the Union Acorn printing press used at New Echota, and the 
syllabary that was developed for the printing press. He will also talk about the 1833 Otis Tuft’s Acorn 
printing press being currently used  to reproduce the bicentennial syllabary.

Brian Deaton
Brian Deaton is the lead Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Specialist for the National Park Service 
(NPS) National Trails (NTIR) office in Santa Fe, NM. The National Trails administers nine National 
Historic Trails spanning more than 25,000 miles across 24 states. He has a BA in Anthropology from 
the University of Georgia and a MS in Geography from the University of New Mexico. He has worked 
in federal service for 10 years as a GIS specialist and archaeologist for the National Park Service and 
the Bureau of Land Management. He provides spatial data management, analysis, creation, and field 
collection technical expertise to internal staff and various external partners. 

Title:  NPS National Trails Wayside/Sign Inventory
There is an exciting new opportunity for association members to contribute to the mapping of signs 
and waysides for the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail (NHT) through the use of the National Park 

Service - National Trails Wayside/Sign Inventory (NHT Asset Inventory) mobile application. The workshop session will cover how to 
get a partner account, download the application/inventory survey, and use the application to record Trail of Tears NHT waysides, 
directional signage, facility exhibits, or other signs displaying the NHT logo.

Please note that these are tentative descriptions based on the presenters plans for presentation in 2021. Additional research and other factors may cause the 
presenters to modify their presentations. We will provide any updates via the TOTA website as plans solidify later in the Summer.
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*Schedule is subject to change

Conference Registration 9am - 5pm
MORNING
7:00 - 8:45
TOTA Board Breakfast Buffet
9:00 - 10:30 
TOTA Board Meeting
10:30 - 11:00
TOTA Board Break
11:00 - 12:30
TOTA Board Meeting

Conference Registration and Hotel Registration Information can be found on page 9.

AFTERNOON
2:00 - 2:30 
Conference Opening Ceremony
2:30 - 3:30 
Welcome Address
3:30 - 4:30
National Park Service Report

EVENING
6:00 - 7:00 
Phoenix Giving Society 
Reception
7:00 - 7:30 
Aniyvwiyahi Dancers
7:30 - 8:00 
Kananesgi Fashion Show
8:00 - 9:00 
25th Annual Conference 
Keynote Dr. Brett Riggs
“…whatever risk they might run,” 
Eastern Cherokee Resistance to 
the Forced Removal of 1838

12:30 - 1:30 
Lunch - On your own

Conference Registration 8:30am - 10:30am
MORNING
7:00 - 8:30 
Breakfast Buffet
8:30 - 9:00 
TOTA Membership Meeting
9:00 - 9:45
Plenary Session | Charlie Rhodarmer 
Cherokee Syllabary Bicentennial
9:45 - 10:15
Preamble to Field Trip 
Brett Riggs
10:15 - 10:45
Board Bus - Depart for Field Trip
“Nikwasi-Cherokee Cultural and 
Heritage Corridor Pilgrimage”
10:45-11:30
Travel to Franklin, NC
11:30 - 12:45
Pre-Meal Ceremony & Tour of 
Historic Nikwasi

AFTERNOON
1:45 - 3:30 
Option 1: Historic TOT Trail 
Segment & Cowee Mound Tour

Option 2: (ADA Compliant) 
Historic Cowee Heritage Center 
Tour & Lecture by Dr. Jurgelski
3:30 - 4:30 
Reception
4:30 - 5:15
Travel to Kituwah

EVENING
5:30 - 7:00 
Pre-Meal Ceremony & Traditional 
Dinner
7:00 - 8:00 
Cultural Performances
8:00 - 8:30 
Travel to Casino

*After Conference Event Options:
Sept. 24, Mountain Heritage Day (pg 2)

12:45 - 1:45
Lunch at Mainspring 
Conservation Trust Campus

Conference Registration 8:30am - 11am
MORNING
7:00 - 8:30 
Breakfast Buffet
8:30 - 9:30 
1st Concurrent Sessions
9:45 - 10:30 
Featured Speaker - Claudio Saunt
10:30 - 11:00
Break with Snacks
11:00 - 12:00
2nd Concurrent Sessions

AFTERNOON

Plated Lunch

12:15 - 1:15 
Featured Speaker - Dale Stewart
1:30 - 2:30 
3rd Concurrent Sessions
2:45 - 3:45 
4th Concurrent Sessions
4:00 - 4:30 
Closing Remarks & Departure
5:30 - 6:00 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
Sign Dedication

Tentative Schedule

Monday (Sept. 19) Tuesday (Sept. 20) Wednesday (Sept. 21)

Conference & Symposium

The National
Trail of Tears
Association

https://nationaltota.com
https://nationaltota.com
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Denise Dowling, Missouri Chapter Treasurer & 
National Board Representative.

The Missouri Chapter has been busy 
on several fronts this spring and 
summer. There have been on-
going communications with NPS 
for the route realignment from 
Farmington to Caledonia. Deloris
Wood, past chapter president, and 
Brick Autry, both involved in the 
research that led to the new
alignment, have been working with 
the NPS historians to wrap-up the 
change. The MoTOTA Board, led
by President Rocky Miller, has been 
working with Amy Kostine and Dr. 
Van West from Middle Tennessee
State on the Interpretive Grant 
funded by the Missouri Humanities 
Council. The grant’s purpose is to
identify new, important sites along 
the Trail of Tears that could be 
interpreted more fully. The
information about these high-value 
sites could then be forwarded to 
NPS for interpretation and signage
in an effort to add continuity and 
content about the Trail of Tears in 
Missouri for public consumption.
The Board has created a list of more 
than 50 sites to consider. Larry 
Hightower, MoTOTA vice-president,
along with Denise Dowling, chapter 
treasurer, have created a spread 
sheet to list these sites and track
contact information. These 2 
board members are also heading a 
committee to create a logo for the
chapter and a to develop a Trail of 
Tears brochure for Missouri.
This is a snippet from an 1837 State 
Road Survey found by Bill Ambrose, 

chapter secretary, several years
ago at the Missouri Archives. This 
map, along with several others, 
have been important in the 
chapter’s effort to better define the 
Northern Route of the Trail of Tears 
in Missouri. Board member Mark
Spangler used this map extensively 
researching and locating the Trail of 
Tears in western Missouri. Mr.
Chris Dunn, a lawyer and GIS 
expert, has been using information 
from chapter-member researchers 
to digitize and geo-reference the 
Northern Route over the last several 
years funded by several grants from
the Missouri Humanities Council. 
Using a new $10,000 grant from 
MHC, he has begun the process of
creating a website to place 
this interactive, multi-layered, 
searchable map with content pop-
ups of the Northern Route on the 
internet for the public’s use as a 
travel and interpretive guide. The 
project is to be completed by Nov. 
30, 2022. Chris as accumulated 
nearly a terabyte (100 billion) bytes 
of GIS data and interpretative 
content for this project on his state-
of-art computer system in his office 
in Columbia, pictured below.

The same map snippet shows the 
Roubidoux Creek and Spring in 
Pulaski County, Missouri, where 
many of the removal detachments 
camped on the Trail of Tears. This 
location is now Laughlin Park in
Waynesville, Missouri, a Certified 

Site. Deloris Wood and Denise 
Dowling arranged a reception for 
the Remember-the-Removal Riders 
on June 10, along with creating an 
agenda and brochure for the event.
MoTOTA members Rocky Miller, 
Jason Irby and Deloris Wood 
participated in the formal program 
on the banks of the Roubidoux. 
Elizabeth McCartney, the US 
Geological Survey National Digital 
Trails Project Manager presented “A 
Chat on Trails, Roads, Rivers & USGS 
Maps” to the assembled attendees
including the cyclists. Pictured 
above are the Cherokee R-t-R 
riders and adult sponsors being 
recognized by Sean Wilson, Mayor 
pro tem of the City of Waynesville. 
The MoTOTA chapter hosted a 
buffet dinner of tacos and wings for 
the Cherokee cyclists and guests.

Remember the Removal Riders at Laughlin Park in 
Waynesville, Missouri.

GIS Chris Dunn’s state-of-the-art computer system used to build the Northern Route Trail of Tears 
interactive & multi-layered map.
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The National
Trail of Tears 
Association
Conference

& Symposium

Harrah’s 
Cherokee 

Casino Resort
Registration 
Information

Online Conference registration at nationaltota.com or 
download a registration form and send to 

nationaltota@gmail.com or mail to P.O. Box 329, 
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

To register by phone call (918) 464-2258 between 
10am - 4pm on weekdays.

HOTEL REGISTRATION
Room Cost including all taxes and fees: $147.27 per night
Group Code To Be Determined
Please watch TOTA Website and Group Facebook Page 
for announcement when details are finalized & hotel 
registration is opened.
Call: (828) 497-7777 or visit www.Caesars.com/Harrahs-
Cherokee

•	 Complimentary Standard In-Room internet | Wireless 
connection limited to two devices per connection 
(non-transferable) over the contracted dates.

•	 Standard complimentary in-house basic wireless 
internet in meeting space

•	 Complimentary self  & valet parking over the 
conference dates

•	 Complimentary $20.00 free play for each attendee to 
be used at their leisure

ON   COVERth
e

 The Cherokee Nation, for the first 
time, chose all female RTR Bike 

Riders. Five of the six chosen made 
the journey together with 7 Eastern 

Band riders.

Trail of Tears Chapters continued 
their long tradition of hosting events, 

meals, and refreshments for the 
riders as they passed through as 
evidenced in the various chapter 

reports in this issue. 

The Trail of Tears Association much 
appreciates the efforts of its At-

Large Board of Directors member 
Will Chavez, Assistant Editor of the 

Cherokee Phoenix who coordinates 

Chapter participation as he shepherds 
the Bike Riders on their long and 

challenging  journey.

To see more photos, watch videos and 
learn about the RTR Bike Riders visit 

them on facebook at
facebook.com/removal.ride.

Read the latest article on the riders by 
clicking the button below:

TOTA BOARD 
MEMBER DENISE 
DOWLING TO BE 
HONORED BY 
CAPE GIRARDEAU 
COUNTY 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY
The Cape Girardeau County 
Historical Society, Missouri, 
was established in 1926.  Their 
traditional Autumn Banquet, 
Nov. 6, 2022, will feature two 
of the Trail of Tears Association 
leaders.  Denise Dowling will be 
receiving the inaugural “Cape 
Girardeau County Preservation 
of Culture Award at the banquet 
for her tireless efforts of 
promoting Trail of Tears historic 
interpretation, documentation, 
and preservation. This honor 
is long overdue, considering  
Denise’s efforts as the longtime 
site Superintendent at the Trail 
of Tears State Park, her active 
membership in the Historical 
Society’s tours of the park, and  
as her leadership in the Trail 
of Tears Association in the MO 
Chapter and on the National 
Board of Directors.  

Troy Wayne Poteete, Executive 
Director of the Trail of Tears 
Association, will be the keynote 
speaker at the Nov. 6 banquet in 
Jackson, Missouri.  

Banquet Information:
Featuring Keynote Address by 
Troy Wayne Poteete, A concert 
by Docsology, Harvest Feast 
by Tractors Catering, A Silent 
Auction

Sunday, Nov. 6, 6:00 p.m.
Civic Center
381 E. Deerwood Dr.
Jackson, Missouri

Reserved Seating
For Ticket Information call: 
573-979-5170

CLICK HERE TO READ

mailto:nationaltota@gmail.com
https://www.Caesars.com/Harrahs-Cherokee 
https://www.Caesars.com/Harrahs-Cherokee 
https://www.cowboysindians.com/2022/05/
remember-the-removal-bike-ride/
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We are pleased to announce that 
Michael Wren, who is the Georgia 
Chapter advisor, has recently retired 
from his day job only to take on the 
efforts for the National Association 
as the Chair of Research. Chapters 
received an email after the Spring 
Board Meeting detailing his goals.

In addition, Georgia Chapter 
president, Leslie Thomas accepted 
the position of Chair of the 
Preservation committee for 
the NationalTOTA. She has also 
contacted chapter presidents to 
let her know where they are on 
appointing chapter preservation 
officers.

Thanks to chapter chairperson, 
Lynne Cabe, for her and her 
committee members for updating 
the Traveling Trunks. “Members of 
the GA TOTA Board are partnering 
with the GA Department of 
Education (DOE) Social Studies 
Program staff to support effective 
teaching and learning on the 
Cherokee and Muscogee in 
Georgia. GA DOE K-12 standards of 
excellence include the Cherokee/
Muscogee which is exceptional for 
the children of GA. GA TOTA’s focus 
is on 2nd grade for now, where the
standards covering the Cherokee/
Muscogee are broad. While GA 
DOE offers teaching resources 
online (georgiastandards.org), it is 
GATOTA’s goal to supplement those 
resources.

The GA TOTA Board updated and 
expanded their 2012 Traveling 
Trunk Program and now offers 

those many resources on their 
website (gatrailoftears.com). A 
key component of the resources is 
the Teachers’ Notes which provide 
information for educators on each 
standard addressing the
Cherokee/Muscogee, making 
teaching of the standards simple. 
The GA TOTA Board utilized 
members who are Cherokee/
Muscogee scholars to create 
comprehensive and accurate 
Teachers’ Notes. The next and 
most important step is to get GA 
TOTA’s materials into the hands 
of GA educators. Currently, social 
studies administrative support 
staff exist only in the metro-
Atlanta area. GADOE is working to 
develop support staff roles in all of 
Georgia who can provide teaching 
resources to educators.”

The Funk Heritage Center in 
Waleska is holding a Teacher’s 
Workshop in July specifically geared 
towards the Trail of Tears. There 
will be two week-long identical 
workshops – July 10 – 15 and July 
17 – 22 – with 36 attendees in 
each workshop. The workshop will 
include lectures (Ben Steere, Julia 
Coates, Brett Riggs, Tony Harris et 
al) and field trips (Etowah Indian 
Mounds, New Echota, Vann House, 
Chieftains Museum). GaTOTA will 
set up a table to have information 
about our chapter and efforts.

Former chapter president and 
current board member, Jeff Bishop, 
director of the Funk Heritage 
Center, received a grant to present 
this workshop. Part of the grant will 
also be used to transcribe Cherokee 
claims from the Cherokee and 
Bartow County areas using student 
interns.

Cherokee County Historical Society 
received a matching grant to 
do some projects in the county. 
One of the projects is to work on 
Certification of Fort Buffington. 
They have been approved to have 

GA TOTA Traveling Trunk & Contents.

a LIDAR drone that will do a 3D 
map of the terrain. GaTOTA made a 
donation to that effort.

The Cherokee Garden has increased 
its visibility across the Metro Atlanta 
area. The garden is known as an 
outstanding educational experience 
for both school children and adults. 
The garden emphasizes the native 
plants that the Cherokee used for 
medicine, food, crafts, and tools.

The Cherokee Garden at Green Meadows Preserve.

The Cherokee Garden is an 
interpretive site on the National 
Trail of Tears Historic Trail. It is 
also a catalyst for communication 
between the Georgia Trail of Tears 
and educators. For example, last 
week Fulton County Schools lead 
educators visited the Cherokee 
Garden for Q and A about Cherokee 
culture and their use of plants. It 
was a great opportunity to highlight 
GA TOTA website’s educational 
resources available to the classroom 
teachers.

May 14th was a big day for the 
Cherokee Garden. Former GaTOTA 
president Tony and wife Carra 
Harris, who operate the garden, 
were featured on a large garden 
tour that was hosted by the Master 
Gardeners of Cobb County. Many 
of the tour visitors had never been 
to the Cherokee Garden so it was a 
wonderful opportunity teach about 
Cherokee plants and the authentic 
Cherokee vegetable garden.
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Alice Ann Murphree 
Trail of Tears Resolution

Whereas Alice Ann Murphree,  
together with her friend Beverly Baker 
advocated for creation of the Trail of 
Tears as a National Historic Trail, and 

Whereas their relentless, energetic, 
and enthusiast advocacy compelled 
their friend KY U.S. Senator Wendell 
Ford to introduce the legislation 
designating the removal routes of the 
Cherokee Nation from the homelands 
in the Southeast to current day 
Oklahoma, a National Historic Trail, 
and

 Whereas the grave sites of Chiefs Fly 
Smith and Whitepath in the Trail of 
Tears Park in Hopkinsville became the 
first certified site on the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail as a direct result 
of the labors of Alice Ann Murphree, 
and Beverly Baker, and

Whereas Alice Ann Murphree was for 
many years the ever present aide and 
“right hand” of Beverly Baker, and

Whereas together they traversed the 
country side, researched in primary 
source documents, and politicked 
through red tape, in order to certify 
several sites and determine route 
alignments for the Trail of Tears 
through Kentucky, and 

Whereas, Alice Ann Murphree 
honored her friend Beverly Baker 
by becoming President of the KY 
Chapter, and continuing to Represent 
the KY Chapter on the National Board 
of Directors after Beverly passed away 
in 2010, and 

Whereas Alice led the KY Chapter for 
the next 10 years during which time 
the Chapter hosted two National 
Conferences, hosted the Remember 
the Removal Bike Riders each year,  and

Whereas Alice worked with the 
National Park Service on sign projects 
and wayside exhibits, marking the Trail 
of Tears in Kentucky on the Overland 
Route, Water Route and the Benge 
Route, and

Whereas Alice’s work has resulted 
in  Trail of Tears signs on highways, in 
parks, and at other significant areas 
noting the trail routes and history 
through west Kentucky, and

Whereas Alice Ann Murphree has 
volunteered countless hours at the 
Trail of Tears Heritage Center in 
Hopkinsville telling the Removal story 
and Cherokee history to thousands of 
visitors including school children, and

Whereas Alice’s volunteer  work 
on the Kentucky Trail of Tears was 
recognized by the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky when  she was appointed as 
a Kentucky Colonel in 2012, and 

Whereas Alice was designated a 
Duchess of Paducah during the Trail 
of Tears Conference in Paducah, KY in 
2019, and 

Whereas Alice has many friends 
among the Cherokee people, 
among the Trail of Tears Association 
community, and throughout the 
historic preservation community; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by 
the Board of Directors of the Trail 
of Tears Association that the Spring 
board meeting of the Trail of Tears 
Association is hereby dedicated to 
recognition of the dedication and 
service  of Kentucky Col. Alice Ann 
Murphree, Duchess of Paducah 
and past president of the Kentucky 
Chapter Trail of Tears Association.  

Passed by unanimous consent of the 
National Trail of Tears Association 
Board of Directors this 2nd day of May, 
2022.

Left to right:  Richard Narkevic, treasurer, Tim 
Moss,KY Board of Directors , President Carla 
Hildebrand, VP Bob Jost, Secretary Tracey Cothran 
Jordan, Troy Poteete, KY Board Member Gayle 
Frye, KY Board Member Christopher Thornock.

The new leadership team in KY bring 
both continuity and fresh enthusiasm 
to the organization.
 
New President Carla Hildebrand, 
Park Manager Wickliffe Mounds 
State Historic Site has long served as 
Chapter VP and as Representative to 
the National Board. 

New Chapter VP and representative 
to the National Board Bob Jost retired 
from the US Army as Lt. Col and was 
working for the Jackson Purchase 
Development District, a regional 
planning entity in Western KY, when 
he became involved with the Trail 
of Tears. Bop graduated Dartmouth 
college and has an MA from Troy 
University as well as training at US. 
Intelligence School and Command 
and General Staff College.  

New Chapter Secretary Tracey Cothran 
Jordan teaches the
 Native American Literature course, 
at West KY Community and Technical 
College. Tracey designed the course 
which focuses on the Trail of Tears. It 
remains one of the colleges strongest 
offerings and the longest lived of all 
their literature classes. 

Richard Narveic, the new KY Chapter 
Treasurer volunteers at the Trail 
of Tears Commission and the Trail 
of Tears Commemorative Park in 
Hopkinsville. Richard serves several 
other organizations as Treasurer. His 
expertise in handling the purse are 
well known and much appreciated. 
New Board Member Chris Thornock, 
is the Heritage Program Manager at 
Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreation Area. 

Tim Moss is VP of the Trail of Tears 
Commission in Hopkinsville. 

NEW LEADERSHIP
FOR KENTUCKY CHAPTER



12 Trail of Tears National Historic Trail News • Spring/Summer 2022

The Kentucky Chapter of the 
Trail of Tears Association is 
happy to be reorganized and 
enthusiastically working on 
several projects to learn from, and 
educate about, the Trail of Tears. 
After an energetic and enjoyable 
meeting in Hopkinsville in March 
to reorganize and elect officers 
and Board members, the first 
Board Meeting was held on June 
7 at Kenlake State Resort’s Garden 
Room, with a view of the Water
Route of the Trail of Tears. At 
this meeting, several projects in 
progress were discussed.

Chris Thornock, Heritage Program 
Manager at Land Between the 
Lakes, updated the Board on a 
sign project now underway in 
partnership with the National Park 
Service and Land Between the 

The Illinois and Kentucky chapters have been working on a map & brochure that will soon be completed and ready for distribution.

Lakes National Recreation Area. 
These signs will be prominently 
displayed along the water route at 
some of Land Between the Lakes’ 
most widely visited attractions. 
These interpretive signs will be 
at Hillman’s Ferry, overlooking 
the water; and at three other 
Kentucky sites: Fenton, Turkey Bay, 
and on the Eggner’s Ferry Bridge. 
There will also be a display at 
Piney, on the Tennessee portion 
of Land Between the Lakes.In 
2021, these sites saw well over 
half a million visitors. The bridge 
has over four thousand crossings, 
on average, per day, as well as a 
nearly twenty mile view of the 
Tennessee River. The signs
have been placed at most of these 
sites, but await completed text.

A visitor friendly map project 
is also nearing completion. 
Carla Hildebrand presented this 
amazing pictorial map (shown 
below), a collaboration with the 
Illinois Chapter. The two-sided 
map features thumbnail photos
and descriptions of important 
sites along both the land and 
water routes in these two states. 
It will be an invaluable tool for 

walking, driving, or even boating 
the Trail.

Richard Narkevic spoke about two 
Wayside exhibits being installed 
in Hopkinsville, with completion
expected in July 2022. The first 
will depict and describe the 
history of two Cherokee men 
buried in the Trail of Tears Park’s 
cemetery, Chief Whitepath and 
leader Fly Smith. The second 
exhibit will be an overview of 
Cherokee associations with 
Kentucky.

Narkevic also reflected on the 
Remember the Removal Bike 
Ride, which passed through 
Hopkinsville and on to Mantle 
Rock during the weekend of 
June 3-5. For the first time, the 
five riders chosen from the 
Cherokee Nation were all females. 
They were joined by seven 
participants from the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee. Hopkinsville 
welcomed the group, and 
provided dinner and activities. 
The mayor himself, Wendell Lynch, 
rode the Hopkinsville portion of 
the route with the group. State 
Representative Myron Dossett 
made an appearance at the 
dinner. The Board agreed to host 
events for the Remember the
Removal ride next year, including 
a dinner. This lifechanging trip 
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New Kentucky Chapter Vice President & 
National Board Representative, Bob Jost.

Remember the Removal Riders at Hamburg Hill
Photo Credit – Heather Carey

Two NCTOTA interpretive panels 
also were replaced in Peachtree, 
NC. Brett Riggs, Anita Finger-Smith, 
and Lamar Marshall replaced the 
panels featuring information on the 
Aquohee District Courthouse and
the Valleytown Baptist Mission. 
Robin Swayney, Paige Yelen, 
Carmaleta Monteith, and Ginger 
Abernathy also were in attendance. 
Other replacements for damaged 
or aged interpretive panels are in 
the works.

Brett Riggs, Sue Abram, and 
NCTOTA’s newest Board member, 
Ben Laseter of Mainspring
Conservation Trust, met with 
Reverend Carl Southerland and 
Vestry Senior Warden Marcia 
McGarity at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Franklin on April 6, 2022, 
to further discuss the planned 
NCTOTA sign and its placement to 
mark the site of the post-removal 
Cherokee town of Sandtown. The 
St. John’s Cemetery includes a 
marker for the graves of Cherokee 
headman Jim Woodpecker and his 
wife Sally. A site for the erection of 
the sign was chosen nearby.

From left to right: Brett Riggs, Anita Finger-Smith, 
Robin Swayney, Paige Yelen, Anne Rogers, Bob 
Timlin, Alan Keith, Ginger Abernathy & guest,
Tom Hatley, Carmaleta Monteith, and Lamar 
Marshall sharing a meal prior to the April 2022 
NCTOTA Board Meeting.

The NCTOTA was happy to once 
again meet in person on March 19, 
2022, at the Andrews Public Library 
for our first quarterly meeting of 
the year. After the meeting, Emmie 
Cornell, Land Conservation Manager 
for Mainspring Conservation 
Trust, provided an informative 
presentation on the organization 
and an update on many of the 
conservation focus areas. These 
include the Valley River area that 
encompasses the Welch Farm & 
Preserve where one of NCTOTA’s 
post-Removal signs is planned to 
soon be erected.

The NCTOTA Board met afterward 
in Murphy, along with long-time 
member Ginger Abernathy. Some
remained to assist/witness the 
replacement of some of the aged 
and/or damaged signage for the
Aquohee District Courthouse and 
the Valleytown Baptist Mission.

Several Illinois Chapter Board 
members attended the Spring 
National Board meeting in 
Cherokee, North Carolina in early 
May. The North Carolina Chapter 
has done a fantastic job planning 
and we are all looking forward to 
the conference this September. 
During this event, several members 
of the Illinois Chapter Board 
were able to collaborate with 
the Kentucky Chapter and future 
meetings are planned to brainstorm 
ways these two neighbor Chapters 
can work together to further the 
mission of the Association. Work 
also continues on the development 
of the KY-IL National Park Service 
brochure. (see on map on page 
12) It is nearing completion and 
hopefully will be available for 

distribution soon. Last but not least, 
the Illinois Chapter had the honor 
of hosting the Remember the 
Removal riders on June 6 as they 
pedaled their way across Illinois. 
The Chapter provided lunch for the 
group and was able to accompany 
them to two certified sites along 
the route, where information and 
stories were shared.  

along the Trail covers all 950 
miles, with riders averaging sixty 
miles per day. Honoring their 
commitment is important to the 
Kentucky Chapter.

The Kentucky Chapter’s next full 
meeting is planned for August 16, 
2022, in the historic Livingston
County Courthouse/Museum in 
Smithland. The Board will work on 
recruitment of interested people 
to join and attend.

Brett Riggs and Robin Swayney begin work to 
replace the panel.
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As activities return to pre-pandemic 
levels, 2022 has been a very busy 
year for the TN Chapter. Graydon 
Swisher II reported that TOT route 
signs were installed in Shelby 
County along the Bell Route 
after years of research and work. 
TOT signs were also installed in 
Sequatchie County along the route 
travelled by the Richard Taylor and 
James Brown Detachments. Thanks 
go out to Sequatchie County 
resident Mark Dunn, who obtained 

the necessary authorizations and 
oversaw the sign installations and 
to County Highway Commissioner 
Eric Higgins and the Sequatchie 
County Highway Department for 
working with us to get the signs up.
A segment of the old Georgetown 

Vicki Rozema with new TOT sign in Sequatchie 
County, TN.

Guest speakers at TNTOTA’s April 29 symposium 
at Red Clay State Park: Jim Ogden,  Danielle 
Shelton, Stefanie Haire, and Andrew Denson.

Road has been placed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. On the property of TN State 
Representative and TOT supporter 
Greg Vital, this intact segment 
parallels Hwy 60 at Georgetown, 
TN. In more good news, Fort 
Armistead has passed a critical 
step in the path of becoming a 
National Historic Landmark. On 
May 11, the National Park System 
Landmarks Review Committee 
voted unanimously to approve 
this important removal site and to 
advance it for final approval by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 
TNTOTA held an educational 
symposium at Red Clay State 
Park on April 29. Guest speakers 
presented programs on a variety 
of topics including indigenous 
memorial sites in the South, 
Brown’s Ferry, and the historical 

The NCTOTA 2nd quarterly 
Chapter meeting took place on 
May 2, 2022 at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Casino and Resort in Cherokee, 
NC, where members observed 
the National TOTA Spring Board 
meeting. Besides NCTOTA’s National 
Directors, Anita Finger Smith and 
Anne Rogers, others who attended 
included Tom Belt, Robin Swayney, 
Carmaleta Monteith, Angelina 
Jumper, Paige Yelen, and Sue 
Abram. Other chapter members
present were Brett Riggs, Patsy 
Edgar, John McClarty, Troy Wayne 
Poteete, Cleata Townsend, Vicki 
Rozema, and Mike Wren.

The next day, May 3, the TOTA 
Spring Board visited the site of Old 
Tuckaseigee Town, also known as
the “Holy Place,” where TOTA 
President Jack Baker and Dr. Brett 
Riggs spoke on its existence. 
According to Vanod’s census of 
1723 (the earliest census record of 
the Cherokee), 60 Cherokee men, 
62 women, and 64 children lived 
in the town. There still remains 
a v-shaped fish weir in the river 
where Cherokees would beat the
water to run fish into its mouth for 
capture, especially since red horse 
fish were plentiful there. The group 
then traveled to Judaculla Rock at 
Caney Fork Creek near Cullowhee, 
NC. This place is the mythic home 
to Tsu Kalu, the slant-eyed being 
who once roamed the mountains 
even before the Cherokee people. 
Drs. Riggs and Belt spoke on the 
meanings of the ancient markings 
on the rock. Dr. Belt relayed that
John Ross from Oklahoma recalled 
growing up hearing stories of this 
place and thought he might never 
see the it for himself.

The bus next journeyed to the 
campus of Western Carolina 
University where Dr. Riggs spoke of 
Tali Tsisgwayahi, or Two Sparrows 
Town, the first Cherokee town 
located in the Tuckasegee River 
valley. A mound once stood where 
the Killian building is today.

The 25th National Trail of Tears 
Conference and Symposium is 
scheduled for SEPTEMBER 19-21,
2022, at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
and Resort in Cherokee, NC!!! The 
National TOTA Newsletter will 
provide preliminary information 
regarding the conference and hotel 

accommodations. We look forward 
to hosting you in the fall!

Follow NCTOTA on Facebook at 
facebook.com/nctota and on our 
website at nctrailoftears.org to 
keep up with Chapter events and 
activities.

Dr. Tom Belt (far left) ready to speak to the National TOTA Board about Tsu Kalu, the mythic slant-eyed 
being who made markings on what is now known as Judaculla Rock.
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Remember the Removal Riders at Red Clay State 
Park in Tennessee.

The Oklahoma Chapter held its 
first membership meeting since 
the onset of Covid on Saturday 
morning, April 23, 2022 at the 
Chota Center in Tahlequah, 
Cherokee Nation.   The members 
adopted a new set of by-laws 
and then elected the following 
slate of officers and directors in 
accordance with them:

•	 David Hampton, President
•	 Will Chavez, Vice President
•	 Nancy Allen, Secretary
•	 Rita Parnell, Treasurer
•	 Tennessee Loy, Shirley Pettengill 

and Joe Allen, Directors. 

Retiring Chapter President Curtis 
Rohr and Vice President Marybelle 
Chase served in their respective 
offices many years and have been 
major participants in the Chapter 
for over 20 years. Both have 
served for many years as the OK 
Chapter’s representatives to the 
National Board of Directors. 
Following the membership 
meeting, the Board of Directors 
met and named the pair “Directors 
Emeritus” for the OK Chapter. 

Marybelle determined to step 
down after many years of faithful 
service on the National Board, due 
to mobility issues.  Curtis Rohr will 
continue to represent the Chapter 
on the National Board. Will 
Chavez, who was elected to fill 

the office of Chapter VP, was also 
named to represent the Chapter 
on the National Board assuming 
the role so well filled by Marybelle 
Chase for so long. 

Anita Finger Smith, expert 
on Eastern Band history and 
genealogy gave the program:  
The Ethnogenesis of the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians.  Anita 
was accompanied by her friend, 
Robin Swayney, Genealogist 
and Archivist at the Museum of 
the Cherokee Indians in North 
Carolina. 

Oklahoma Chapter member, 
Andie Squires, who lives in 
California,   was visiting the 
Cherokee Nation  and  hosted 
the event for Zoom participants.  
Andie captured the event digitally 
and furnished the recording to 
Megaphone Pro who have made 
it available via the TOTA website.  
Use the following QR code & link 
to view Anita’s presentation:

Curtis Rohr and Marybelle Chase veteran TOTA 
Board Members representing the OK Chapter.

(Left)Anita Finger-Smith  the principal of 
Cherokee Genealogy Services, which is licensed 
by the Eastern Band of Cherokee (Right) Robin 
Swayney, Archivist and Genealogist, Museum of 
the Cherokee Indian.

landscape of Red Clay. Our thanks 
to the Cleveland/Bradley County 
Chamber of Commerce and Red 
Clay State Park for sponsoring the 
symposium.   
 TNTOTA members Jason Terrell, 
Graydon Swisher II, and Troy Wayne 
Poteete all actively participated in 
Shelby County History Day on April 
30. Troy was a featured speaker 
and spoke on the Legacy of the 
Trail of Tears in Memphis. TNTOTA 
members Carlos Wilson and Vicki 
Rozema presented information 
on the TOT to the Chattanooga 
Newcomers Club on April 27.

In March, representatives from 
the National Park Service and the 
Center for Historic Preservation 
at MTSU visited several sites in TN 
and AL to test their new form to 
evaluate high potential sites on 
the TOT. In May, representatives 
from the NPS and US Forest 
Service visited more TOT sites in 
TN including Fort Armistead, Coker 
Creek Visitor Center, and Charles 
Hall Museum and Heritage Center 
in Tellico Plains. 

And in early June, several of our 
individual and group members 
welcomed the arrival of the 
Remember the Removal Memorial 
Bike Riders at Red Clay State Park, 
the Hiwassee River Heritage Center, 
the Cherokee Removal Memorial 
Park, and the Town of Woodbury. 
The RTR riders stopped at many 
other sites in Tennessee including 
Port Royal State Park, Rattlesnake 
Springs in Cleveland, and Fort 
Morrow Blockhouse in Hiwassee/
Ocoee State Park.   

CLICK HERE TO READ

https://nationaltota.com/anita-finger-smith-ethnogenesis
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Chapter President, Sasha Bowles, 
presented a program about the 
Trail of Tears in Arkansas for Shiloh 
Museum Native American Day 
in November, to over 1000 kids 
and approximately 40 different 
classrooms across the United 
States. She also presented a 
program to the 3 Rivers Arkansas 
Archeological Survey Chapter 
at Mountain Home in February 
about the Trail of Tears in their 
area. 

Chapter President, Sasha Bowles, 
and Vice President, Jason Irby, 
participated in the Little Rock 
Tricentennial event in April. Sasha 
gave a brief introduction about 
the Trail of Tears at Little Rock 
during the opening ceremony and 
hosted a booth throughout the 
family festivities for the day.  Jason 
worked to organize the volunteers 

who hosted booths. 
A route refinement previously 
submitted by Chapter Historic 
Preservation Officer, Carolyn Kent 
and Chapter Treasurer/ Project 
coordinator, John McClarty for 
Crawford County, Arkansas was 
approved by the National Park 
Service on April 14, 2022.  On April 
15th Carolyn and John submitted 
an additional route refinement 
for Washington County that they 
had been working on for several 
months.  The Washington County 
route refinement submittal 
involves a route proposal from 
the Fitzgerald Farmstead in 
Springdale to the Cunningham 
Place in Fayetteville.

We hosted our spring meeting 
May 7th at Lake Dardanelle State 
Park. Our speaker was Marlon 
Mowdy from the Jacob Wolf 

House Historic Site. He gave us an 
update on the progress of the site 
renovations and site certification. 

Carol Clark from the NPS, with 
some colleagues, will be visiting 
N.W Arkansas in mid-June 
to continue work on several 
interpretive projects including 
interpretive panels at the Fort 
Smith National Historic Site and a 
rack card for the Old Wire Road in 
Washington and Benton Counties. 
The Remember the Removal 
Bicycle Riders will be coming 
through N.W. Arkansas in mid-
June and will enjoy a special 
welcome at the Pea Ridge 
National Military Park. 

We are working to get our annual 
meeting plans finalized for 
September 10th. 
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partnership of the Trail of Tears Association 
and the National Park Service, National 
Trails Intermountain Region, Santa Fe. 
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Members
of the 

Land Routes ($1000 - $4999)

Tribal Identity Continues ($10,000 - $24,999)

Water Routes ($500 - $999)

Removal ($100 - $499)

Riley Bock $3,500     |      Anita Finger-Smith $2000

Paita Family $11,980

Jack Baker $900
John Wible, Jr $700

Wesley Harris $650
Melissa Twaroski $610

450
350
350
325
320
300
300
250
250
200
200

Brick Autry 
Mike Nelson 
Becky Nelson 
Lawrence Simmons 
Sir Glenn Jones
Leslie Thomas 
Sandra Boaz 
Vicki Rozema 
Dr. Rowena McClinton
John Mclarty 
Steven Stanley 

Treaties & Wars (Up to $99)
Will Chavez 
Mildred Taylor 
Ulrike Wiethaus 
Sandra Riley 
Michael Abram 
Darlene Goins 
Paul Austin 
Nancy Feroe 
Joy Montgomery 

Heather Carey 
Deloris Wood 
Cleata Townsend 
Larry Smith 
Steve Belko 
Erin Whitson 
Galen Gritts 
Jim Ogden 
Deborah Kirk 

Bill Wall 
Patsy Edgar 
Billy Kirk 
Odene Kirk 
Denise Dowling 
Rebekah Cessna 
Steven Tolbert 
Diane Parrish 
Troy Pate 

Sharon DeLoache 
Jacob Deloache 
Rachel Carroll 
Susan Singleton 
Charles McDowell 
Glen McLaughlin 
Elaine Roberts 
Dr. Al Rymer
Mervin Gould 

Mary Young 
Morgan Silvers 
Peter Scott 
Mary Jane Reece
Jacquelyn Wright 
Penelope Raney 
Carla Hildebrand 
Carmaleta Monteith 
Charlie Rhodarmer 

Ann Bridges 
Joan Borzilleri 
Lynn McCreery 
Patty Reeder 
Jonathan Price 
Tom Hatley 
Alice Murphree 
Paul Austin 
Julia Coates 

Phoenix Giving Society amounts shown are cumulative.

200
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150
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Jason Irby 
Jeffrey Bibbee 
Jacqueline Bustin 
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Debbie Moore 
Barbara Heffington 
Laurie Brockman 
Barbara Smith 
Laura Spann 
Cleta Labrie 
Susan Abram 

100
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100
100
100
100
100
100
100
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100

Tony Harris 
Troy Wayne Poteete
Bethany Rosenbaum 
Wanda Patterson 
Lea Britt 
David Breland 
Judy Sizemore 
Sasha Bowles 
Melba Eads 
Sheila Yehl 
Joe Campbell 

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

 Shannon Keith
Gina Olaya 
Kitty Sloan 
Jay Hannah 
Claude Falls 
Sarah Hill 
Anna Smith 
W Stuart Towns
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In 1987, Congress acknowledged the 
significance of this tragic event in 
Cherokee Nation history by establishing 
the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. 
The National Park Service administers 
the Trail in cooperation with federal, 
state, and local agencies; the Cherokee 
Nation and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians; interested groups; and
private landowners.

The Trail of Tears Association and the 
National Park Service National Trails 
Intermountain Region, Santa Fe have 
been working with trail partners to 
increase visibility for the trail and to 
develop it for visitor use. Old traces, 
historic buildings, and other resources are 
being preserved. Many sites have been 
certified and numerous on-the-ground 
projects have been completed, such as 
route signing, visitor-use development, 
interpretive wayside exhibits, and interior 
museum exhibits at existing facilities. 

Certified Sites
Andrew Ross House, AL
Arcadia Valley Campground, MO
Audubon Acres, TN
Berry’s Ferry and John Berry Homesite, KY
Big Spring, KY
Brainerd Mission Cemetery, TN
Browns Ferry Tavern, TN
Campground Cemetery, IL
Cedartown Cherokee Removal Camp, GA
Cherokee Garden at Green Meadows, GA
Cherokee Heritage Center, OK
Chieftains Museum/Major Ridge Home, GA
City of North Little Rock Riverfront Park, AR
Columbus-Belmont State Park, KY
Crabb-Abbot Farm, IL
Crider Tavern Complex, KY
David Crockett State Park Trail Segment, TN
Delta Cultural Center, AR
Fitzgerald Station and Farmstead, AR
Fort Gibson, OK
Fort Payne Cabin Site, AL
Funk Heritage Center, GA
Giles Co. Trail of Tears Interpretive Center, TN
Green County Trail Segments, MO
Golconda Riverfront, IL
Gray’s Inn, KY
Hair Conrad Cabin, TN
Hamburger Hill, IL
The Hermitage, TN
Historic Road from Ross to Ridge’s, GA
Hiwassee River Heritage Center, TN

James Brown Cherokee Plantation, TN
Jentel Farm Trail Segment, IL
John Martin House, TN
John Ross House, GA
Junaluska Memorial and Museum, NC
Lake Dardanelle State Park, AR
La Petite Roche, AR
Laughlin Park, MO
Manitou Cave, AL
Ft. Payne, AL
Mantle Rock, KY
Maramec Spring Park/Massey Iron Works, MO
McGinnis Cemetery Trail Segment, IL
Mount Nebo State Park, AR
Murrell Home, OK
Museum of the Cherokee Indian, NC
New Echota State Historic Site, GA
Paducah Waterfront, KY
Petit Jean State Park, AR
Pinnacle Mountain State Park, AR
Port Royal State Park, TN
Radford Farm, KY
Red Clay State Historic Area, TN
Rockdale Plantation/George Adair Home, GA
Running Waters, John Ridge Home, GA
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, TN
Snelson-Brinker Cabin, MO
Star City Ranch Trail Segment, MO
Tennessee River Museum, TN
Toler Farm Trail Segment, IL
Trail of Tears Commemorative Park, KY
Trail of Tears State Park, MO
Trail of Tears State Forest, IL
Tuscumbia Landing, AL
Vann Cherokee Cabin, GA
Vann House Historic Site, GA
Village Creek State Park, AR
Wagner Farm Trail Segment, IL
Wayside Store and Bridges Tavern Site, IL
Waterloo Landing, AL
Webbers Falls Historical Society, OK
Willstown Mission Cemetery, AL

Federal Protection 
Components and 
Interpretive Sites
Arkansas Post National Memorial, AR
Arkansas River Visitors Center/Old Post 
Road Park, AR 
Cadron Settlement Park, AR
Cherokee Memorial Park, Blythe Ferry, TN
Fort Smith National Historic Site, AR
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, TN
Mark Twain National Forest, MO
Mocassin Bend, TN
Pea Ridge National Military Park, AR
Shawnee National Forest, MO
Stones River National Battlefield, TN

2022 TOTA State Chapter 
Presidents Contact Info

Alabama
Amber Fite-Morgan 
Phone: 918-260-4797
Email: fiteamber@gmail.com

Arkansas
Sasha Bowles 
479-979-8866
Sasha.bowles@arkansas.gov

Georgia
Leslie Baker Thomas 
Phone: 760-669-5594
preshist138@gmail.com

Illinois
Heather Carey
Phone: 618-658-1330
Email: heather.carey@usda.gov

Kentucky
Carla Hildebrand 
270-335-3681
kychaptertota@gmail.com 

Missouri
Rocky Miller
Phone: 573-216-6506
Email: trailconsultingllc@gmail.com

North Carolina
Dr. Ann Rogers
Phone: 828-349-1341
Email: rogersnctota@gmail.com

Oklahoma
David Hampton
davidhampton1949@gmail.com

Tennessee
Vicki Rozema
Phone: 865-696-7566
Email: vickirozema@comcast.net

VISION BECOMING REALITY
Using Partnerships to Develop the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

Click Below
DIGITAL CONTENT AVAILABLE:

CERTIFIED SITES

CLICK HERE

https://nationaltota.com/visit-the-trail
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PRESIDENT
Jack Baker* 
Oklahoma City, OK
JackDBaker@cox.net

VICE PRESIDENT 
& CHOCTAW NATION
Sue Folsom* 
Durant, OK 
suefolsom@choctawnation.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Riley Bock*
New Madrid, MO
hrbock@sbcglobal.net 

SECRETARY
Patsy Edgar* 
Dahlonega, GA
edgpj@aol.com

TREASURER
John McLarty*
Springdale, AR
jmclarty77@gmail.com

AT-LARGE
Dr. Brett Riggs*
Western Carolina University
Cullowhee, NC
bhriggs@email.wcu.edu

Mike Wren
Atlanta, GA

mdw2654@gmail.com

CHICKASAW NATION
Chenae Lippard
Ada, OK
Chenae.Lippard@chickasaw.net

EASTERN BAND OF 
CHEROKEE INDIANS
Breanna Sneed 
Cherokee, NC
brealuca@nc-cherokee.com

MUSCOGEE NATION
Corain Lowe-Zepeda
Okmulgee, OK 74447
clowe@mcn-nsn.gov

UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND
of CHEROKEE INDIANS
Chief Joe E. Bunch
Tahlequah, OK
jbunch@ukb-nsn.cov

CHOCTAW NATION
Sue Folsom*
see V.P. above

ALABAMA
Amber Fite-Morgan 
Florence, AL
fiteamber@gmail.com

Judy Sizemore
Muscle Shoals, AL
Judysizemore@bellsouth.net

ARKANSAS
Bethany Rosenbaum 
Lowell, AR
bethany_henry@hotmail.com

Sasha Bowles 
Knoxville, AR
Sasha.bowles@arkansas.gov

GEORGIA 
Leslie Thomas
Chattsworth, GA
prehist138@gmail.com

Tony Harris 
Dallas, GA
harris7627@bellsouth.net

ILLINOIS
Dr. Mark Wagner
Carbondale, IL
mjwagner@siu.edu

Sandy Boaz
Anna, IL
skboaz@yahoo.com     

KENTUCKY
Bob Jost
Murray, KY 
boxykite@yahoo.com

Carla Hildebrand
Wickliffe, KY
carla.hildebrand@ky.gov

MISSOURI
Denise Dowling
Cape Girardeau, MO
denise.dowling@dnr.mo.gov

Deloris Wood
Salem, MO
lostgeneration@embarqmail.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Anita Finger-Smith
Cherokee, NC
anitanctota@gmail.com

Anne Rogers
Franklin, NC
rogersnctota@gmail.com

OKLAHOMA
Curtis Rohr
Claremore, OK
clrfnr58@yahoo.com 

Will Chavez  
Tahlequah, OK
willchavez@cherokee.org

TENNESSEE
Cleata Townsend
Chattanooga, TN
humanbeing_2@hotmail.com

Vicki Rozema
Harrison, TN
VickiRozema@comcast.net

* Denotes ex-committee member

Annual Membership Dues   (January 1 - December 31, 2022)*
Sponsors, Patrons, & Benefactors are listed prominently in two issues of the Trail News newsletter 

and on the TOTA website www.nationaltota.com (includes donation amount).

Please select a membership level and your chapter affiliation.  If you 
only want a national membership select “No Chapter Affiliation.”  One 

chapter affiliation is free with all national memberships.  Additional 
chapter memberships are $10 per chapter.

Line 1 total here

If you have any specific donation requests or comments, state here:

Send form and payment to:
Trail of Tears Association
PO Box 329
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

Pay on website www.nationaltota.com
*Renewals not received by

March 1st will be removed from 
membership and mailing lists. 

Line 2 total here

Mr.

Basic $25-$99 Alabama

Missouri

Sponsor $100-$499 Arkansas

North Carolina

Patron $500-$999 Georgia

Oklahoma

Benefactor $1000+ Illinois

Tennessee

No Chapter Affiliation

Student $10 Kentucky
(enclose copy of college ID or, 
for minors, birth certificate)

Check if you wish to receive a 
membership card
Check if you wish to receive 
your newsletter by e-mail 
rather than by mail.

Mrs. Ms.

Name

Amt Paid $ Check # Date Processed

Expiration Receipt # State Chapter(s) AL   AR   GA
IL   KY   MO   NC   OK   TNReceive by

Accounting

Address

Email

Membership Level

TOTA OFFICE USE ONLY

Chapter Affiliations

City/State/Zip

Day Phone

+

Total Enclosed

Enter “0” if selecting only 1 state chapter.
$ $

$(check or money order)
Add lines 1 & 2 

here for total 
amount due.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The Trail of Tears Association
would like to thank the following for their generous support:

Benefactors $1000+
Missouri Humanities Council - $64,086 | Cherokee Nation Enterprises - $15,000

Cherokee Nation - $10,000 | Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians - $7,200

P.O. Box 329
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

Trail
of

Tears
Association

Sponsors $100 - $499
(Listed in alpabetical order)

								      
Gary Payne
William Mulligan, Jr
Sarah Hill
Anita Finger-Smith
John Wible, Jr.
Carmaleta Monteith
Lawrence Simmons
Troy Wayne Poteete
Melissa Twaroski
Laurie Brockman
Bobbie Heffington
Diane Parrish
Erin Medley
Kentucky Mississippi River 
Parkway Commission
Billie Napolitano
Patricia Jobe
R. Wesley Harris
Anna Smith
Claude Falls
Annette Reynolds
Kathy Carroll-Josenhans
Mary Reece

$325.00 
$260.00 
$250.00 
$200.00 
$200.00 
$180.00 
$180.00 
$180.00 
$170.00 
$155.00 
$150.00 
$150.00 
$150.00 
$150.00 

$135.00 
$135.00 
$135.00 
$130.00 
$130.00 
$120.00 
$120.00 
$120.00 

Becky Nelson
Amber Fite-Morgan
Brick Autry
Cindi Crane
David Britton
Debra Eskie
Frank Brown
Jay Hannah
Kathy Robinson-Gazzam
Leslie Simmons
Museum of the Cherokee 
Indian
Patricia Fletcher
Paul Austin
Sherry Teal
Tom Hatley
W. Thomas Beckley
Ansley Saville
Bernice Davidson
Bob Jost
Cheryl Cook
City of Waynesville
Dan Owen

David Malone
David Crawford
David Boyle
Dianne Tate
Don Kinney
Dozier Lee, Jr.
Earth Mother Health Foods 
Mary Visnovske
Ernest Clark
Gina Olaya
Hugh Lambert
Jack Baker
Jack Vincent
Jack Gardner
Jack Dugger
Jacquelyn Wright
James Barnes
James Johnson
Jeffrey Bibbee
Joseph Owle
Larry Hightower
Mainspring Conservation 
Trust

$115.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 

$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$110.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 

Mary Young
Mary Ellen Meredith
Museum of Native 
American History
Ronald Black
Sabria Baker
Sherry Brown
Shiloh Museum of Ozark 
History
Steven Stanley
Sue Folsom
Tami Plummer
Teresa Atchison
Tiffany Shook
Tom Cole
Tom Darden
W. Stuart Towns
William Ambrose
William Harris


