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Photo/Taylor Holland

is currently studying Native American Culture at Northeastern
State University. In her free time, you will find her going on
adventures with her family (especially her niece), visiting
locally owned businesses, and enjoying Oklahoma sunsets.
She is looking forward to the opportunity to share her
Cherokee heritage and help the National Trails Office to tell
diverse and inclusive stories of the Trail of Tears National
Historic Trail.

Contact Taylor (https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities
/sendmail

/sendemail.cfm?o=4184D8AA88DFA6B291841BA0F51BAAA342BD568E4EA2829A4D51A0970D9881B0D8&r=/articles
/000/trail-of-tears-national-historic-trail-spring-newsletter-2022.htm)

Zoe Wiesel joined NTIR as a Digital Media Fellow in October 2021. She is working through American Conservation Experience
(ACE) Emerging Professionals in Conservation (EPIC) program doing an eighteen-month internship. She was born and raised in
Corrales, New Mexico, and she has a Bachelors in Geology from the University of New Mexico. Before joining NTIR she worked
as a seasonal interpretive ranger in Zion National Park in Utah. In her free time, Zoe enjoys rock climbing, cycling, and spending
time with her family. As part of her fellowship, Zoe will be updating the NPS mobile application (app), websites, and writing for
social media.

Contact Zoe (https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities/sendmail
/sendemail.cfm?o=518ADE848ADAAAAF91B733BFF805BFA3438F08814CA5C2985009&r=/articles/000/trail-of-tears-

national-historic-trail-spring-newsletter-2022.htm)
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Photo/Zoe Wiesel

Photo/Sarah Scruggs

Sarah Scruggs is the American Conservation Experience EPIC
fellow for NTIR's design and development team. She started
in October 2021 and will complete her term in October 2022.
Sarah grew up in central Virginia and holds a B.A. in historic
preservation from the University of Mary Washington. Through
various jobs and internships Sarah has worked in half a dozen
national parks and national forests including Grand Teton and
Grand Canyon. Her favorite recreational activities include
hiking, biking, reading and playing piano. She is very excited
to work with trail partners and do her part in helping the NTIR
mission this year.

Contact Sarah (https://www.nps.gov/common/utilities
/sendmail

/sendemail.cfm?o=5884C9BA95ECBCBF86AE14A8EA37BBAC5489488A4EF8828F4C51A98808&r=/articles/000/trail-of-
tears-national-historic-trail-spring-newsletter-2022.htm)
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Design & Development Updates
Sign plans were completed and ordered for Shelby County, Tennessee (Memphis) and Sequatchie County, Tennessee. NTIR is
working with the Museum of the Cherokee Indian in North Carolina to order a custom site identification sign for their entrance.
Replacement signs are also being ordered for Hickman County, Kentucky, after some of the signs were damaged by a tornado.

Route Refinement Proposals
In March 2022, NTIR finalized the proposed Trail of Tears NHT refinement in west Franklin County and southern Crawford
County, Arkansas, submitted by Carolyn Kent and John McLarty. Several other route refinement proposals are under review.

External Projects
Along with the Cherokee National Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Kentucky State Historic Preservation Officer, and Kentucky
State Parks, NTIR has been participating in development of a mitigation strategy for the visual impacts of a 199-foot monopole
communications tower to be placed near the Benge Route at Columbus, Kentucky. Favored ideas are preparation of a Cultural
Landscape Report that focuses on interpretation, and upgrading existing wayside exhibits with “QR” codes that will link site
visitors to the report, or a summary of it.

Site Information Needed
We need help from the site experts! NTIR is working on creating Places webpages for sites across the Trail of Tears NHT.
Creating this page has a number of benefits: your site and information will be featured in the NPS mobile app and across the
NPS.gov websites, bringing your site to a wider audience. And its very easy! Interested? NTIR is requesting that you fill out a
Places Feature form. That's all it takes! This form prompts you for basic information about your site and the significance to the
national historic trail.

Take a look at the Ross's Landing Page (https://www.nps.gov/places/ross-s-landing.htm) for an example.

Would you like to request a form? Do you have additional questions? Contact Em Kessler for more information.
(Emily_Kessler@nps.gov)

Virtual Trail Stories & Experiences
Have you been following the trails on social media? You may have noticed an increase in articles, virtual visits, and virtual kids'
activities. People can't travel to experience the trails in person, so NTIR has been working to bring the trails to your house. You
can check out recent and past articles, become a junior ranger, take virtual visits to learn more about trail sites, and more - click
the links below!

Highlights

Showing results 1-4 of 4
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Reach a new and wider audience! Contact Emily_Kessler@nps.gov for
information about how to have your site featured!
NPS Image

TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Rivers, Rails & Roads: Transportation During the Cherokee Removal 1837

(https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/rivers-rails-roads-transportation-during-the-c

(https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/rivers-rai
cherokee-removal-1837-1839.htm

The Trail of Tears involved mile after mile of h
conditions. Yet detachments bound for Indian
Although time-honored methods like wagons
played major roles, some of the technology u
Trail of Tears was actually quite new.

TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Hike on the Trail of Tears

(https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/hike-on-the-trail-of-tears.htm

(https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/hike-on-th

The trail commemorates the forced removal o
the paths that 17 Cherokee detachments foll
the Cherokee Nation. We encourage you to re
sites that tell the story of suffering and intoler
survival. There are a variety of hiking opportu
trail, but we've selected a few places for you

Become a Trail of Tears Junior Ranger

(https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/become-a-trail-of-tears-junior-ranger.htm

Type: Article

Type: Things To Do
Subtype: Hiking
Reservations: No
Pets: Yes

Type: Things To Do
Subtype: Junior Ranger Program
Sites: National Trails Office - Regions 6, 7, 8, Trail Of Tears National Historic Trail
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(https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/become-a-trail-of-tears-junior-ranger.htm)

Learn about the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail and earn your junior ranger
badge! This activity can be completed virtually or after visiting a site along the
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. Booklets can be submitted either
electronically or by mail. Take a look and start exploring the trail today!

TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Ross's Landing

(https://www.nps.gov/places/ross-s-landing.htm)

(https://www.nps.gov/places/ross-s-landing.htm)

Ross’s Landing was the departure point for the first groups of Cherokees forced
from their homeland on the Trail of Tears in 1838. Today, visitors can explore this
scenic public park, view an art installation celebrating Cherokee culture, connect
to walking and biking routes, and attend community events on the waterfront.

! TAGS

trail of tears national historic trail trail of tears trail of tears nht newsletter national trails
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Reservations: No
Pets: Yes
Location: Virtually or at a trail site

Type: Place
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