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Amy Kostine: 
Writing, Speaking, Planning

Well known and highly respected historian Amy Kostine 
has been the Program Coordinator at the Middle 
Tennessee State University Office of Historic Preservation 
since 2012.  Over the years, Amy has worked on a variety 
of projects, including National Register of Historic Places 
nominations, architectural surveys and assessments, 
historic structure reports, preservation plans, exhibits, 
brochures, and cultural landscape inventories. The 
majority of these projects have been in partnership with 
the National Trails office of the National Park Service and 
focused on the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. Several 
of these reports can be found on the TOTA website at 
NationalTOTA.com/resources.

Recently she worked with the NPS to create a 28 page 
booklet: Rivers Rails and Roads:Transportation During 
the Cherokee Removal-1837-1839.

The project is about trains, wagons, and boats utilized 
to transport the Cherokees and other tribes to the west. 
To examine this treasure trove of information which is 
illustrated with many maps, photos, and drawings scan 
the QR code marked “Booklet Download.”

BOOKLET DOWNLOAD
Download the Rivers, Rails and Roads: 
Transportation During the Cherokee 

Removal 1837-1839 booklet.

VIDEO 
Scan the code to watch the Video 

Presentation that Amy Kostine gave on 
the Transportation during the Cherokee 

Removal. This video is also available 
on the National TOTA website at 

NationalTOTA.com

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD

On November 15th Amy wrapped up the 16th Annual 
Moccasin Bend Lecture Series with a fascinating 
presentation about these various vessels and vehicles.  To 
view her presentation scan the QR code marked “Video 
Presentation.”

MO HUMANITIES COUNCIL HAS 
FUNDED TRAIL OF TEARS IN 
MISSOURI INTERPRETIVE PLAN 
Amy is slated to begin work on an 
Interpretive Plan for the Trail of Tears 
in the State of MO early in 2022. More 
miles of the removal routes are in MO 
than in any other state. This project 
is funded by the Missouri Humanities 
Council and will yield a comprehensive 
plan to interpret the numerous 
resources and history within the state. 
She will work closely with Missouri 
Chapter officers,  Dr. Bill Ambrose, 
Rocky Miller and with GIS Specialist 
Chris Dunn, utilizing research materials 
gathered by Past President Deloris 
Gray Wood Mark Spangler and other 
Missouri Chapter Volunteers.
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OKLAHOMA CHAPTER OFFERS LONG 
OUT OF PRINT RESOURCE

Trail of Tears Association 
President, and longtime 
researcher Jack D. Baker, 
transcribed and published 
Cherokee Emigration Rolls 1817-
1835 back, in 1977.  Jack kept 
this paperback volume in print 
for several years, but it has not 
been available in approximately 
twenty-five years. 

This volume transcribes the 
names and other information 
about Cherokees who enrolled 
to emigrate to Arkansas 
Territory. Originally these 
folks migrated to current day 
central Arkansas. After 1828 
they migrated into what would 
become the Cherokee Nation..  
Those enumerated on these 

rolls are generally considered 
“Old Settler” Cherokees, though 
some of those who signed up 
did not remove.  The book is 
fully indexed and includes two 
introductions.

Jack has donated his rights 
to the publication to the 
Oklahoma Chapter, and the 
Chapter has reprinted it in  
hardback.  It was shipped from 
the printer on November 23 so 
it will be available imminently 

 The Oklahoma Chapter is 
making this publication 
available for $20 plus $4 
postage.  Those wishing to 
order can pay $24 by credit 
card at paypal.com to the email 

oklahomatota@gmail.com.  If 
you wish to pay by check, you 
can mail to Oklahoma TOTA.  P. 
O. Box 96, Park Hill, OK 74451.

If you are unfamiliar with 
paying by PayPal, send an email 
to oklahomatota@gmail.com 
and request that a pay link be 
sent to you. 

Also available from the OK 
Chapter:

Daniel Butrick Journal 		
($15 plus $4 postage) 

1835 Cherokee Census 
(new hardbound edition)         
($30 plus $4 postage). 

Conference & Symposium

The National Trail of Tears 
Association

Conference Sponsors

Tourism Development Committee
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2019 - 23 
signs on 
old wire 

road - AR

Completed 
Annual TOTA 

work plan

Partnered 
with MO 

Humanities 
Council to 

digitize trail 
research.

Began doing 
Zoom speaking 
engagements 

on Zoom 
for Georgia 

speakers 
bureau.

2020 
Created 
6 new 

educational 
trunks

Partnered 
with Marjorie 
Lowe to offer 
educational 

outreach.

Online 
programming 

with local 
and state 

organizations 
in Alabama 

to encourage 
better services 

for native 
children 

serviced by state 
and charitable 

agencies

Trail of Tears Association Wall of Wonder

2019 20202019 2020
GA chapter 

created 
a new 

website

Silus Bricky
School 

house and 
spring (MO) 
certification

COVID
Hit

2019-2021 OK 
chapter began 

converting 
microfilm 

research to 
digital records

Research 
at National 

Archives

Record number 
of Georgia 

Dept of 
Transportation 

Sect. 106 
initiations.

2019-2021 OK 
chapter began 

converting 
microfilm 

research to 
digital records

Updated the 
TOTA website. 
Added major 
items to the 

site.

Installation 
of Wayside 

exhibits at Fort 
Massac and 

Fort Defiance to 
commemorate 

river route

Signed MOU 
with the 

University 
of North 
Alabama

National 
Conference 

held at 
Paducah, 

KY

Researched 
the John 

Brown ‘Tavern’ 
House in 

Chattanooga 
with Vicki 
Rozema.

Completed 
Hamburger 

Hill trailhead 
in IL

Created an AR 
state parks TOT 

program that 
was published 

on the ASP 
webpage for all 

to learn from.

Partnered with 
Natchez Trace 
to mark two 

locations where 
the Trace and 
the TOTNHT 

crossed in 
Tennessee

Began holding 
Executive 

Committee 
meetings via 

zoom

Worked with 
over 100 school 

children and 
10 teachers on 

“Teach the Trail” 
programming

Presented 
TOT across 
AR history 

to 1000 
students via 

Zoom.

Redesigned 
Alabama 
Chapter 
Website

2020 
Successfully 

held first 
Zoom 

meeting 
to beat 

pandemic.

TOTA Strategic Planning 2021
by patsy edgar, national tota board secretary

Thwarted by COVID and our 
concern for the well-being of 
attendees, our much-anticipated 
gathering in Nashville, TN was 
changed to a virtual process.  
From August 9-11, 2021, planners 
met for about 2.5 hours daily, 
followed by 4 additional sessions 
to identify objectives and 
prioritize activities for the four 
selected strategic directions.  

We were led by facilitators 
extraordinaire Joanna Donohoe 
and Vickie Oldman, partners 
in Seven Sisters Community 
Development Group, LLC.  We 
are grateful that Joanna & Vickie 
were able to pivot quickly from 
facilitating in person to leading us 
through the process on a virtual 
platform and that planners so 
readily adapted. The 28 TOTA 

participants and our facilitators 
did a wonderful job of creating 
an updated strategic plan for 
2022-2024 and an annual work 
plan for 2022.  These plans were 
shared with board members on 
September 20.  We look forward 
to the strides our organization can 
make following these plans.  

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!
ENHANCED RESOURCE SECTION

INTERACTIVE CONTENT
E-COMMERCE STORE

IN-DEPTH CHAPTER PAGES

www.nationaltota.com

Powered by Megaphone Pro Solutions, Inc.
https://megaphonepro.com
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Alabama chapter presents 
 Trail of Tears Day

at Orange Beach City Schools 
Conservatory of Fine Arts.

Orange Beach City Schools 
Conservatory of Fine Arts 
partnered with the Alabama 
Chapter of the National Trail of 
Tears Association to provide 
a “Trail of Tears Day” in late 
spring 2021.  OBHS has made 
expanding student and faculty 
knowledge of diversity and 
inclusion a primary focus for the 
2021—22 academic year with a 
particular focused on indigenous 
populations of the southeastern 
USA.  

The day long workshop 
with students included a 
dance workshop with Micah 
Swimmer from the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians, an 
examination of ceremonial 
regalia with Anita Flanagan, and 

storytelling with Amy Bluemel 
of the Chickasaw Nation.  
Historians Judy Sizemore and 
Jeffrey Bibbee discussed the 
Trail of Tears and its impact 
on Alabama.  Students were 

mesmerized by the exploration 
of southern place names and 
the intricacy and artistry of 
the Cherokee regalia.  Music 
and dance filled the library as 
students explored ceremonial 
dances and learned about the 
lively and exciting culture of the 
native peoples of Alabama.

“Our students have such a great 
time learning through the arts 
and we are confident that these 
tremendously talented artists 
will have an impact on them 
for years to come.” -- Darren 
Butler, Director of Fine Arts for 
Orange Beach High School.

Micah Swimmer from the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians led students in a dance workshop. 

Anita Flanagan, discusses ceremonial regalia with Orange Beach, AL Students. 
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1838 CLAIMS:
Transcribed Claim of Cherokee Citizen named Trunk

Historians often say “The Trail of 
Tears began at the cabin door 
of those forcibly removed and 
ended where they set about 
building a home in the west.” Of 
course the path to every Cherokee 
doorstep can’t be made part 
of the official Trail of Tears, but 
detailed information about what 
the Cherokees left at those cabin 
doors adds authenticity and color 
to interpretation of the official 
routes. 

That detailed information is found 
in Claims of Cherokees made 
while held in camps in TN and 
AL for improvements on their 
homesteads and for livestock and 
other personal property taken 
during the persecutions that 
began after passage of the Indian 
Removal Act in 1831. 

Researcher Laurie Brockman, 
longtime AL Chapter officer, 
commented,

 “The suffering of the Cherokee 
people as a whole has been well 
documented.   Claims made by 

individual Cherokees clearly 
demonstrate the frustration, 
outrage, and sense of helplessness 
felt personally by each claimant.  
Whether it was property, goods, 
livestock, and entire homesteads 
that were stolen from them by 
white Intruders or whether the 
Cherokee was describing what 
they were leaving behind the 
sense of personal loss is clear.”. 

Images of these claims are now 
available via the TOTA website.  
The exceptional penmanship and 
the quality of the digital images 
make these primary source 
documents relatively easy to read. 
The images can be downloaded 
and then manipulated to make 
larger images so that producing  
transcriptions is not an onerous 
process. 
 
Brockman, co-author, with Larry 
Smith of “New England Missions 
and Schools to the Cherokees 
in Northeast Alabama 1820- 
1838”  has already contributed 
transcriptions of six of the 4300 + 
claims. 

Laurie’s transcription of Claim #15  
is shown on the next page: 

At the bottom of the page 
showing each claim is a link 
for uploading transcriptions.  
Transcriptions will be  reviewed 
and then made available from the 
same page as the original image, 
with attribution to the volunteer 
who provided it. 

Mike Wren said, “Cherokee 
college students, seeking an 
opportunity to do public service 
in connection with their Cherokee 
Nation scholarships, can learn 
much about what their ancestors 
experienced, and at the same 
time contribute, by transcribing 
these valuable primary source 

Mike Wren who contributed the spreadsheet that 
was the basis for the 1838 Claims Searchable 
Database. 

Laurie Brockman contributed the first six claims 
transcriptions
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Transcribed by Laurie Brockman 30 September 2021

Goingsnake District 
Youtube Video

National Trail of Tears  
Youtube Video

No. 15
The United States 	
	 To Trunk for Improvements in Wills Valley
State of Ala.
DeKalb County

This day personally appeared before Jesse G Beeson and George C Lowry agents 
appointed by the legal authorities of the Cherokee Nation for the Wills Town detachments 
Trunk a native of the Cherokee Nation and made oath in due form that he was in 
possession of an improvement in the year 1834 containing ten acres of 1st quality  under 
a good fence eight rails high one double cabin puncheon floor all of which he was 
dispossessed of by a white man by the name of Copelin a citizen of the United States he 
further states that said improvement never was valued to him and that he never has 
received any consideration for the same from the United States or any other source 
sworn to and subscribed August 24th 1838. 

Jesse G Beeson 				    Trunk his 
George C Lowry 		                                  X mark
A. C. R. S. 

State of Ala
DeKalb County

This day personally appeared before Jesse G Beeson and George C Lowry agents 
appointed by the legal authorities of the Cherokee Nation to collect and register claims 
from the Wills Town detachment Charley a native of the Cherokee Nation duly sworn 
deposeth and sayeth 	 That sometime in the year 1834 that a white man by the name of 
Coplin did take by force an improvement on Wills Creek in Wills Valley from his brother 
Trunk as follows 10 acres of land in cultivation of the 1st quality and a good fence 
around the same eight rails high with a double cabin of round logs and puncheon floor 
all of which his brother was disposed by said Coplin a white man a citizen of the U. S. 
and it never was valued to his brother or received any pay for the same in any form 
whatsoever.  Sworn and subscribed August 24th 1838. 	

Jesse G Beeson					     his 
George C Lowry 				    Charley X mark
A. C. R. C.					   

1838 Cherokee Claims Before Emigration 
Claim of Trunk Book 1 claim 15

Click the
Buttons Below

TO WATCH MICHAEL WREN’S 
PRESENTATIONS

ON UTILIZING 1838 CLAIMS.

documents. We hope local 
historians in the original Cherokee 
homelands will utilize these 
records to determine which 
Cherokee families lived in the 
locale they now inhabit. Folks in 
the county historical societies in 
the Southeast can learn a great 
deal from these documents. It is 
our hope that they will transcribe 
these materials and share those 
transcriptions via the platform the 
TOTA website provides. “

TOTA Ex. Director Troy Wayne 
Poteete, stated, “These records 
provide a wide range of 
opportunities for students, 
genealogists, historians both lay 
and professional,  and  writers of 
all sorts to contribute, and have 
their contribution recognized via 
attribution. Cherokees who were 
not ‘high profile’,  monolingual 
Cherokee speakers, haven’t left as 
much a paper trail as other, more 
acculturated families. We think 
these records will provide a great 
deal of info about them.” 

Visit Claims.NationalTOTA.com

Search by 
Claimant Name, 

Agent Name, 
Witnesses, 

Perpetrators 
Name,  Location 

or District.

To submit a transcription go to Claims.NationalTOTA.com/transcription-submission

CLICK HERE TO WATCH

CLICK HERE TO WATCH
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Rocky Miller, Cherokee citizen 
and past member of the Missouri 
General Assembly, was elected 
MO chapter president, at a 
general membership meeting 
held Oct. 26, 2021 in Trail of 
Tears State Park.  Several Bylaws 
changes were enacted including 
expanding the Board of Directors 
to 8 members, establishing 
separate offices of Secretary 
and Treasurer, and establishing 
the position of Ex-Officio Past-
President as a Board office.  Many 
officers retained their positions, 
and the membership welcomes 
Larry Hightower as Vice-President. 
Long-time Chapter President 
Deloris Gray Wood will remain as 
representative of the Chapter on 
the National Board and now holds 
the recently created post of Past-
President.

Newly elected President Rocky 
announced an effort by the Board 
to modernize our Bylaws to 
better fit the Chapter’s activities.  
The Chapter was updated on 
the CARES Grant from Missouri 
Humanities Council funding of the 
digitization and geo-referencing 
of the Northern Route of the Trail 
of Tears National Historic Trail 
utilizing the newest research 
developed by Missouri Chapter 
researchers.  

CEREMONY AT FARMINGTON IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH REMEMBER 
THE REMOVAL BIKERIDERS
An Honor Ceremony was held 
June 9, 2021 at Long Park in 
Farmington, Missouri, adjacent to 
the Trail of Tears Route. The event 
celebrated the Bicentennials of 
Missouri and St. Francois County 
and also recognized importance 
of Farmington as a Trail of Tears 
site.  The highlight of the event 
was the arrival of the 2021 
Remember the Removal Bike 
Riders honoring the legacy of 
their ancestors as they endured 
the same tragic trail. 

The Cannon Detachment passed 
through Farmington in 1837. 
Receipts show the detachment 
purchased “306 pounds of salt…
for the use of a detachment of 
Cherokee Indians” for $7.65.  Salt 
was an essential item for the 
preservation of food on the trail.  
10,000 more Cherokees walked 
through Farmington on the next 
2 years on 
the Forced 
Removal.  
Rocky Miller, 
presented a 
proclamation 
to the 
residents of 
Farmington 
detailing the 
town’s part in 
supplying the 
detachment.  
Denise 
Dowling, 
Mo. Chapter 
Treasurer 
and Trail of 
Tears State Park Superintendent, 
offered closing remarks at the 
ceremony.   

CANNON ROUTE 
REALLIGNMENT MOVES AHEAD
Members of the Missouri Chapter 
have studied the Cannon Route 
in the area of Farmington to 

Rocky Miller, new MO Chapter President.

Caledonia for several years. 
Many researchers felt that the 
route published by NPS in 1993 
just did not match the Journal 
Entries of Dr. Wm. Morrow, or 
those of Lt. Cannon who kept 
diaries of the detachment’s 
progress.  Directions, distances, 
and locations recorded by those 
who traveled thru the area in 
1838 cannot be reconciled with 
the route NPS designates as the 
official route. The official route 
shown traverses the Big River, 
which at the time of removal had 
multiple, highly circumscribed 
branches, such that wagons and 
teams could not have crossed the 
region.

In late 2018 Dr. Bill Ambrose 
composed a document detailing 
the specifics of directions, 
distances, and location names 
from those journals, showing the 
actual route taken by the Cannon 
detachment. He communicated 
this document, suggesting the 
necessity for realignment, to the 
NPS. It included details of the 
geographical characteristics of the 
Big River region illustrating that 
the detachment could not have 
crossed that area. 

On Feb. 26, 2019, the Missouri 
Chapter received an email from 
NPS Historian Frank Norris that 
said, “I like what you said about 
a suggested route realignment 
between Farmington and 
Caledonia.  It makes historical and 
logical sense.  I’ll proceed with 
making your suggestion official.”
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Those recognized include:
•	 Eastern Band of Cherokee 

Indians
•	 Mainspring Conservation
•	 Nikwasi Initiative
•	 Cherokee Central Schools
•	 Cherokee Preservation 

Foundation
•	 Franklin Tourism Development 

Committee
•	 and many others. 

Principal Chief Richard Sneed 
graciously welcomed the partners 
with a short presentation.
 NCTOTA Treasurer Anita Finger-
Smith, representing the Executive 
Officers and the Conference 
Planning Committee, recognized 
each of the partners and sponsors, 
thanking them for their continuing 
support over the past two years. 
That same morning, NCTOTA held 

its first in-person Board meeting 
since COVID, followed by a 
Chapter meeting during which the 
Conference Planning Committee 
updated the membership. 

Committees were formed to move 
forward in 2022 on signage for  
Post-Removal Towns  new sign 
assessments, and sign booklet 
fundraiser projects. Many stayed 
after the Recognition Luncheon 
for the Webinar hosted by the 
National Trail of Tears, featuring 
presentations by Dr. Brett Riggs 
and Michael Wren. 

The North Carolina Chapter looks 
forward to hosting the Trail of Tears 
members  in September, 2022!

North Carolina Chapter Conference Sponsor Appreciation Luncheon 

The 25th Annual National TOTA 
Conference was postponed a 
second time because of the Covid 
virus. It is rescheduled at Harrah’s 
Casino in Cherokee for September 
19th -21st, 2022. 

The disappointed but persistent 
NC Chapter determined not to 
wait another year to recognize the 
partners and sponsors who have so 
generously agreed to postpone for 
another year.  

On September 21, NCTOTA hosted 
a special luncheon at the Cherokee 
Harrah’s Casino and Resort to 
recognize those who have already 
done so much to make sure that 
the long anticipated conference 
and field trip will be a success. 

Chief Richard Sneed addressing the Conference 
Sponsors and Partners Appreciation Luncheon

The Illinois Chapter has been 
working on a number of small 
projects this fall that will carry us 
through the winter months.

After a brief hiatus, in collaboration 
with the Kentucky Chapter and 
the National Park Service, several 
members plan to reengage in 
efforts to complete a joint Illinois-
Kentucky brochure. Work will 
primarily focus on finalizing text 
and gathering graphics for the 
publication.
 Another project that we are hoping 
to complete in the next month or 

two is collecting data along the 
Trail for the National Park Service 
Sign Inventory and Condition 
Assessment. This information will 
not only be helpful for the Park 
Service but will also allow us to be 
better stewards of the interpretive 
signs here in Illinois and help us to 
identify segments of Trail that we 
should focus interpretive efforts on 
in the future.

Lastly, several of our members 
have given presentations to a 
variety of different groups as COVID 
restrictions begin to loosen.

The Missouri Chapter expresses 
it appreciation to NPS for their 
willingness to consider these 
changes, and celebrates the 
realignment which will make 
the official route shown across 
this amazing landscape true and 
correct. The MO Chapter is diligent 
in its efforts to find and tell the 
truth about the Trail of Tears in 
Missouri. 

Cultural, heritage, and historic 
tourism will surely increase in 
and around Caledonia, Belleview, 
Arcadia, and Ironton, as a 
consequence of this realignment. 
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After eighteen months with little 
in-person contact with our local 
communities, we are returning to 
a very full calendar of speaking 
engagements, Cherokee Garden 
Tours for students and classroom 
presentations.     The GA TOTA 
is blessed to have such popular 
speakers in Leslie Thomas, Wanda 
Patterson and Tony Harris.

Our “Tommy Cox Volunteer of 
the Year” Award was presented 
to Lynne Cabe at our November 
General Meeting.     Lynne is 
chairing our Traveling Trunk 
Revision Committee.     This has 
been a monumental revision 
project.    GA TOTA has been 
working with Georgia Dept. of 
Education to ensure our revisions 
conform with the new state 
standards for Social Studies.   All of 
the documents contained in our 
current Traveling Trunk Program will 
be available from our website. The 
creation of a “digital” traveling trunk 

will make this teaching aid available 
to all teachers in the state of 
Georgia. Check our website www.
gatrailoftears.com and click on the 
OUTREACH tab - this is where the 
Traveling Trunk documents will be 
available to educators.    
New Officers for 2022:   Leslie 
Thomas was elected as our new 
President and continuing as 
Secretary and Treasurer are Linda 
Baker and Linda Fletcher.     Tony 
Harris and Carra Harris, current 
President and Vice President, are 
stepping down but will remain 
active on the Chapter Board.    Leslie 
Thomas served as our previous 
President and we are so grateful for 
her willingness to serve as President 
for the next two years.

The Georgia Chapter is busy 
videotaping all of our presentations 
and they are now available on our 
YouTube Channel.   To access our 
channel, go to YouTube.com and 
in the search bar, type in Georgia 

Chapter President Tony Harris presents Lynne Cabe 
the “Tommy Cox Volunteer of the Year Award”. 

In July, the Alabama Chapter 
board members participated in 
a virtual speaker series as part of 
an effort to raise awareness about 
looting in the Shoals (Muscle 
Shoals, Florence, Tuscumbia and 
Sheffield) in connection with 
the Thousand Eyes Program.  
Each year, thousands of Native 
American objects are stolen from 
burial sites around the Shoals.  
The Thousand Eyes Program 
helps to monitor these sites 
for theft and environmental 
damage.  Volunteers for the 
program receive training and 
assist archaeologists by helping 
to monitor archaeological sites in 
the Shoals.  The event was hosted 
by the Florence Indian Mound 
Museum with support from the 

Tennessee Valley Authority.  The 
AL Chapter focused on “the 
remnants of the pre-Trail of Tears 
native population”.  

Plans for 2022: 
•	 Board retreat, early 2022
•	 Trail of tears signage:  

Tuscumbia, Courtland, and 
Decatur Railroad corridor

•	 Program collaborations 
with the University of North 
Alabama 

•	 Membership meeting 

The Chapter is ready to be face-
to-face again with its membership 
and other partners around the 
state and are hopeful 2022 will 
allow such!   

Trail of Tears Association Channel.     
We now have two presentations 
uploaded:   “White Opposition 
to Indian Removal” by Wanda 
Patterson and “The Journal of Rev. 
Daniel Butrick” by Tony and Carra 
Harris. Also please check out our 
Facebook page “TOTA, Georgia 
Chapter” for all the news about our 
chapter and other events and items 
of interest.

ON THE COVER
The statues shown on the 

cover are of  Cherokee 
Chiefs White Path and 

Fly Smith located in  the 
TOT Commemorative 

Park,  Skyline Dr. & Hwy 
41, Hopkinsville, KY 42240. 

Their graves and  a log 
cabin with exhibits are 

closeby. Volunteers staff 
the cabin and dispense 

information and literature. 
This site has the distinction 
of being the first certified 

site on the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail. (For 
a list of certified sites see 

page #14).
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This summer and fall have been 
busy as we started to return to 
normal after postponing events 
during the pandemic. In early 
June, several of our individual and 
group members welcomed the 
arrival of the TOT Memorial Bike 
riders at Red Clay State Park, the 
Hiwassee River Heritage Center, 
the Cherokee Removal Memorial 
Park, and the town of Woodbury. 

TNTOTA held 3 virtual meetings 
for members. In August, member 
Shelby Ward presented a 
program on the five Southeast 
tribes freedmen. In October, 
Vice President Danielle Shelton 
took us on a virtual tour of 
the new Cherokee National 
History Museum using new 
digital technology that they 
have incorporated into their 
website. In November, Mike 
Wren demonstrated the use of 
the new 1838 Claims Database 

while focusing on a Cherokee 
community in Tennessee. 

WOODBURY, TN ANNUAL TOT 
MEMORIAL WALK EVENTS
Despite the rain, there was a 
good turnout in Woodbury, TN on 
September 19th, for the annual 
TOT memorial walk organized 
every year by Melba Chocote 
Eads, who is a TNTOTA state 
director.

Participants in the annual 
memorial walk gathered inside 
the Cannon County Courthouse 
to dedicate 11 TOT route signs. 
Participants included Melba 
Checote Eads, who ordered 
the signs and organized the 
event, historical speakers, native 
musicians, and TNTOTA President 
Vicki Rozema, who had the honor 
of dedicating the signs. 

Woodbury, on the Northern 

Route, saw approximately 
12,000 Muscogee, Cherokee, and 
enslaved African-Americans pass 
through in 1838.

WINCHESTER TOT 
MEMORIAL WALK
Thanks to several TNTOTA 
members including Floyd Ayers, 
TNTOTA joined the Franklin 
County Historical Society, and 
the Franklin County Public 
Library, to sponsor the Trail of 
Tears Commemorative walk on  

Woodbury, TN TOT Walk. Sunday, September 19. Despite the rain, there was a good turnout in Woodbury, TN for the annual TOT memorial walk.

On September 19, participants in Woodbury’s annual TOT memorial walk gathered to dedicate 11 TOT route signs inside the Cannon County Courthouse.

David Moore, Vice President of the Franklin 
County Historical Society, and Troy Wayne 
Poteete, Executive Director of the Trail of Tears 
Association, at the annual Winchester, TN TOT 
Memorial Walk on October 23.
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October 23rd.  TOTA Executive 
Director Troy Wayne Poteete was 
the special guest speaker for the 
Winchester event.  

TNTOTA set up informational 
tables at several Tennessee events 
this year including the Meigs 
County fair; the Cowpea festival 
in Charleston; the Spirits, Smoke, 
and Soul Festival in Coopertown;  
the Cherohala Skyway 25th 
Anniversary Festival in Tellico 
Plains and the Blessing of the 
Buffalo at the Greg Vital Farm. 

In other news, a TOT route 
sign project in Memphis was 
temporarily placed on hold earlier 
this year due to the closure of the 
I-40 bridge across the Mississippi 
River, but after repairs were 
completed, the sign project was 
put back on track. Based on a 
recommendation by TNTOTA’s 

Graydon Swisher II that Jackson 
Avenue, a major TOT route, be 
renamed, the city of Memphis 
has decided to rename the road 
to Cherokee Parkway. TOT route 
signs for Sequatchie County have 
been ordered by NPS and should 
be shipped 
in December. 
The grand re-
opening of 
the Red Clay 
State Park 
Museum was 
held November 
4 and featured 
exhibits 
designed 
by TNTOTA’s 
Danielle 
Shelton.

Several TNTOTA 
members 
have given 

Trail News is produced by the 
partnership of the Trail of Tears Association 
and the National Park Service, National 
Trails Intermountain Region, Santa Fe. 

Editor
Troy Wayne Poteete

Contributors
Patsy Edgar, Heather Carey, Jack D. Baker, 
Cara Harris, Mike Wren, Vicki Rozema, Dr. Bill 
Ambrose, Sue Abram, Tony Harris, Amber 
Fite-Morgan, David Hampton.
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Contact: Troy Wayne Poteete   	   	
	   Trail of Tears Association
  	   412 N. Hwy 100, Suite B 
                    P.O. Box 329
  	   Webbers Falls, OK 74470
   	   troywaynepoteete@gmail.com

www.nps.gov/trte

  Trail of Tears
  National Historic Trail

The Trail of Tears Association has entered 
into a cooperative agreement with 
the National Park Service to promote 
and engage in the protection and 
preservation of the Trail of Tears NHT 
resources; to promote awareness of the 
trail’s legacy, including the effects of 
the U.S. Government’s Indian Removal 
Policy on the Cherokee and other tribes; 
and to perpetuate the management 
and development techniques that are 
consistent with the NPS’s trail plan.

Trail of Tears Association
412 N. Hwy 100, Suite B
P.O. Box 329
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

918-464-2258

nationaltota@gmail.com

www.NationalTOTA.org

  Trail of Tears
  Association

The National Trails office administers the 
Trail of Tears NHT, the Santa Fe NHT, El 
Camino Real de los Tejas NHT, and the 
Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program. 
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT 
and Old Spanish NHT are administered 
jointly by the National Trails Intermountain 
Region and the New Mexico State Office 
of the Bureau of Land Management. 
These trail and corridor programs are 
administered in partnership with American 
Indian tribes; federal, state, and local 
agencies; nongovernment organizations; 
and private landowners. 

National Trails Office
PO Box 728
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87504

505-988-6098

lodi_administration@nps.gov

  National Park Service
  National Trails 
  Intermountain Region, 
  Santa Fe

Board members Danielle Shelton, Melba Checote Eads, and Darlene Goins are 
pictured in front of the TNTOTA table at the Blessing of the Buffalo celebration 
at the Greg Vital Buffalo Farm in October. 

educational talks on the Trail 
of Tears or Cherokee historical 
topics in the last several months. 
These members include Charlie 
Rhodarmer, Danielle Shelton, Amy 
Kostine, Faye Callaway, and Vicki 
Rozema. Vicki Rozema had two 
articles on John Brown published 
in the Chattanooga Times News 
Free Press. Brown’s house is a 
certified site on the Trail of Tears.  



Fall 2021 • Trail of Tears National Historic Trail News 13

Members
of the 

Land Routes ($1000 - $4999)

Tribal Identity Continues ($10,000 - $24,999)

Water Routes ($500 - $999)

Removal ($100 - $499)

Riley Bock $3,000     |      Anita Finger-Smith $2000

Paita Family $11,980

Jack Baker $900
John Wible, Jr $700

Wesley Harris $650
Melissa Twaroski $610

$450 - Brick Autry
$350 - Mike Nelson & 
Becky Nelson
$325 - Lawrence Simmons
$320 - Sir Glen Jones
$300 - Leslie Thomas, 
Sandra Boaz
$250 - Dr. Rowena Mc 
Clinton

$200 - John Mclarty, 
Steven Stanley, Jeffrey 
Bibbee, Jason Irby, Vicki 
Rozema
$195 - Rod Wheeler
$150 - Barbara Heffington,
Debbie Moore
$125 - Barbara Smith
$115 - Laura Spann

$105 - Cleta Labrie
$100 - Susan Abram, 
Tony Harris, Troy Wayne 
Poteete, Bethany 
Rosenbaum, Wanda 
Patterson, Lea Britt, David 
Breland, Judy Sizemore, 
Sasha Bowles, Melba Eads, 
Sheila Yehl, 

$100 (cont.) - Joe 
Campbell, Shannon Keith, 
Gina Olaya, Kitty Sloan, 
Jay Hannah, Claude Falls, 
Sarah Hill, Anna Smith, 
W. Stuart Towns, Laurie 
Brockman, Jacqueline 
Bustin

Treaties & Wars (Up to $99)
Jim Ogden 
Denise Dowling 
Galen Gritts 
Michael Abram 
Steve Belko 
Erin Whitson 
Rebekah Cessna 
Troy Pate 
Mervin Gould 

Mary Jane Reece
Julia Coates 
Nancy Feroe 
Patsy Edgar 
Ann Bridges 
Darlene Goins 
Tom Hatley 
Will Chavez 
Mildred Taylor 

Ulrike Wiethaus 
Sandra Riley 
Paul Austin 
Joy Montgomery 
Heather Carey 
Steven Tolbert 
Diane Parrish 
Sharon DeLoache 
Jacob Deloache 

Rachel Carroll 
Charles McDowell 
Glen McLaughlin 
Elaine Roberts 
Dr. Al Rymer
Mary Young 
Morgan Silvers 
Peter Scott 
Jacquelyn Wright 

Penelope Raney 
Carla Hildebrand 
Carmaleta Monteith 
Charlie Rhodarmer 
Joan Borzilleri 
Lynn McCreery 
Patty Reeder 
Jonathan Price 
Alice Murphree 

Paul Austin 
Susan Singleton 
Cleata Townsend 
Deborah Kirk 
Billy Kirk 
Odene Kirk 
Larry Smith 
Bill Wall 
Deloris Wood 

Phoenix Giving Society amounts shown are cumulative.
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In 1987, Congress acknowledged the 
significance of this tragic event in 
Cherokee Nation history by establishing 
the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. 
The National Park Service administers 
the Trail in cooperation with federal, 
state, and local agencies; the Cherokee 
Nation and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians; interested groups; and
private landowners.

The Trail of Tears Association and the 
National Park Service National Trails 
Intermountain Region, Santa Fe have 
been working with trail partners to 
increase visibility for the trail and to 
develop it for visitor use. Old traces, 
historic buildings, and other resources are 
being preserved. Many sites have been 
certified and numerous on-the-ground 
projects have been completed, such as 
route signing, visitor-use development, 
interpretive wayside exhibits, and interior 
museum exhibits at existing facilities. 

Certified Sites
Andrew Ross House, AL
Arcadia Valley Campground, MO
Audubon Acres, TN
Berry’s Ferry and John Berry Homesite, KY
Big Spring, KY
Brainerd Mission Cemetery, TN
Browns Ferry Tavern, TN
Campground Cemetery, IL
Cedartown Cherokee Removal Camp, GA
Cherokee Garden at Green Meadows, GA
Cherokee Heritage Center, OK
Chieftains Museum/Major Ridge Home, GA
City of North Little Rock Riverfront Park, AR
Columbus-Belmont State Park, KY
Crabb-Abbot Farm, IL
Crider Tavern Complex, KY
David Crockett State Park Trail Segment, TN
Delta Cultural Center, AR
Fitzgerald Station and Farmstead, AR
Fort Gibson, OK
Fort Payne Cabin Site, AL
Funk Heritage Center, GA
Giles Co. Trail of Tears Interpretive Center, TN
Green County Trail Segments, MO
Golconda Riverfront, IL
Gray’s Inn, KY
Hair Conrad Cabin, TN
Hamburg Hill, IL
The Hermitage, TN
Historic Road from Ross to Ridge’s, GA
Hiwassee River Heritage Center, TN

James Brown Cherokee Plantation, TN
Jentel Farm Trail Segment, IL
John Martin House, TN
John Ross House, GA
Junaluska Memorial and Museum, NC
Lake Dardanelle State Park, AR
La Petite Roche, AR
Laughlin Park, MO
Manitou Cave, AL
Ft. Payne, AL
Mantle Rock, KY
Maramec Spring Park/Massey Iron Works, MO
McGinnis Cemetery Trail Segment, IL
Mount Nebo State Park, AR
Murrell Home, OK
Museum of the Cherokee Indian, NC
New Echota State Historic Site, GA
Paducah Waterfront, KY
Petit Jean State Park, AR
Pinnacle Mountain State Park, AR
Port Royal State Park, TN
Radford Farm, KY
Red Clay State Historic Area, TN
Rockdale Plantation/George Adair Home, GA
Running Waters, John Ridge Home, GA
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, TN
Snelson-Brinker Cabin, MO
Star City Ranch Trail Segment, MO
Tennessee River Museum, TN
Toler Farm Trail Segment, IL
Trail of Tears Commemorative Park, KY
Trail of Tears State Park, MO
Trail of Tears State Forest, IL
Tuscumbia Landing, AL
Vann Cherokee Cabin, GA
Vann House Historic Site, GA
Village Creek State Park, AR
Wagner Farm Trail Segment, IL
Wayside Store and Bridges Tavern Site, IL
Waterloo Landing, AL
Webbers Falls Historical Society, OK
Willstown Mission Cemetery, AL

Federal Protection 
Components and 
Interpretive Sites
Arkansas Post National Memorial, AR
Arkansas River Visitors Center/Old Post 
Road Park, AR 
Cadron Settlement Park, AR
Cherokee Memorial Park, Blythe Ferry, TN
Fort Smith National Historic Site, AR
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, TN
Mark Twain National Forest, MO
Mocassin Bend, TN
Pea Ridge National Military Park, AR
Shawnee National Forest, MO
Stones River National Battlefield, TN

2022 TOTA State Chapter 
Presidents Contact Info

Alabama
Amber Fite-Morgan 
Phone: 918-260-4797
Email: fiteamber@gmail.com

Arkansas
Bethany Henry Rosenbaum
Phone: 417-592-2623
Email: bethany_henry@hotmail.com

Georgia
Leslie Baker Thomas 
Phone: 760-669-5594
preshist138@gmail.com

Illinois
Heather Carey
Phone: 618-658-1330
Email: heather.carey@usda.gov

Kentucky
Alice Murphree
Phone: 270-886-5375
Email: amurphree1139@bellsouth.
net

Missouri
Rocky Miller
Phone: 573-216-6506
Email: trailconsultingllc@gmail.com

North Carolina
Dr. Ann Rogers
Phone: 828-349-1341
Email: rogersnctota@gmail.com

Oklahoma
Curtis Rohr
Phone: 918-341-4689
Email: clrfnr58@yahoo.com

Tennessee
Vicki Rozema
Phone: 865-696-7566
Email: vickirozema@comcast.net

VISION BECOMING REALITY
Using Partnerships to Develop the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

Click Below
DIGITAL CONTENT AVAILABLE:

CERTIFIED SITES

CLICK HERE
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PRESIDENT
Jack Baker* 
Oklahoma City, OK
JackDBaker@cox.net

VICE PRESIDENT 
& CHOCTAW NATION
Sue Folsom* 
Durant, OK 
suefolsom@choctawnation.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Riley Bock*
New Madrid, MO
hrbock@sbcglobal.net 

SECRETARY
Patsy Edgar* 
Dahlonega, GA
edgpj@aol.com

TREASURER
John McLarty*
Springdale, AR
jmclarty77@gmail.com

AT-LARGE
Dr. Brett Riggs*
Western Carolina University
Cullowhee, NC
bhriggs@email.wcu.edu

Will Chavez 
Tahlequah, OK
will-chavez@cherokee.org

CHICKASAW NATION
Chenae Lippard
Ada, OK
Chenae.Lippard@chickasaw.net

EASTERN BAND OF 
CHEROKEE INDIANS
Breanna Sneed 
Cherokee, NC
brealuca@nc-cherokee.com

MUSCOGEE NATION
Corain Lowe-Zepeda
Okmulgee, OK 74447
clowe@mcn-nsn.gov

UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND
of CHEROKEE INDIANS
Chief Joe E. Bunch
Tahlequah, OK
jbunch@ukb-nsn.cov

CHOCTAW NATION
Sue Folsom*
see V.P. above

ALABAMA
Amber Fite-Morgan 
Florence, AL
fiteamber@gmail.com

Judy Sizemore
Muscle Shoals, AL
Judysizemore@bellsouth.net

ARKANSAS
Bethany Rosenbaum 
Lowell, AR
bethany_henry@hotmail.com

Sasha Bowles 
Knoxville, AR
Sasha.bowles@arkansas.gov

GEORGIA 
Leslie Thomas
Chattsworth, GA
prehist138@gmail.com

Tony Harris 
Dallas, GA
harris7627@bellsouth.net

ILLINOIS
Dr. Mark Wagner
Carbondale, IL
mjwagner@siu.edu

Sandy Boaz
Anna, IL
skboaz@yahoo.com     

KENTUCKY
Alice Murphree
Hopkinsville, KY 
amurphree1139@bellsouth.net

Carla Hildebrand
Wickliffe, KY
carla.hildebrand@ky.gov

MISSOURI
Denise Dowling
Cape Girardeau, MO
denise.dowling@dnr.mo.gov

Deloris Wood
Salem, MO
lostgeneration@embarqmail.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Anita Finger-Smith
Cherokee, NC
anitanctota@gmail.com

Anne Rogers
Franklin, NC
rogersnctota@gmail.com

OKLAHOMA
Curtis Rohr
Claremore, OK
clrfnr58@yahoo.com 

Marybelle Chase  
Tulsa, OK
mchase15@cox.net

TENNESSEE
Cleata Townsend
Chattanooga, TN
humanbeing_2@hotmail.com

Vicki Rozema
Harrison, TN
VickiRozema@comcast.net

* Denotes ex-committee member

Annual Membership Dues   (January 1 - December 31, 2021)*
Sponsors, Patrons, & Benefactors are listed prominently in two issues of the Trail News newsletter 

and on the TOTA website www.nationaltota.com (includes donation amount).

Please select a membership level and your chapter affiliation.  If you 
only want a national membership select “No Chapter Affiliation.”  One 

chapter affiliation is free with all national memberships.  Additional 
chapter memberships are $10 per chapter.

Line 1 total here

If you have any specific donation requests or comments, state here:

Send form and payment to:
Trail of Tears Association
PO Box 329
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

Pay on website www.nationaltota.com
*Renewals not received by

March 1st will be removed from 
membership and mailing lists. 

Line 2 total here

Mr.

Basic $25-$99 Alabama

Missouri

Sponsor $100-$499 Arkansas

North Carolina

Patron $500-$999 Georgia

Oklahoma

Benefactor $1000+ Illinois

Tennessee

No Chapter Affiliation

Student $10 Kentucky
(enclose copy of college ID or, 
for minors, birth certificate)

Check if you wish to receive a 
membership card
Check if you wish to receive 
your newsletter by e-mail 
rather than by mail.

Mrs. Ms.

Name

Amt Paid $ Check # Date Processed

Expiration Receipt # State Chapter(s) AL   AR   GA
IL   KY   MO   NC   OK   TNReceive by

Accounting

Address

Email

Membership Level

TOTA OFFICE USE ONLY

Chapter Affiliations

City/State/Zip

Day Phone

+

Total Enclosed

Enter “0” if selecting only 1 state chapter.
$ $

$(check or money order)
Add lines 1 & 2 

here for total 
amount due.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The Trail of Tears Association
would like to thank the following for their generous support:

Benefactors $1000+
Cherokee Nation Enterprises - $15,000  |  Cherokee Nation - $20,000

 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians - $7,200

P.O. Box 329
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

Trail
of

Tears
Association

Patron $500 - $999
Melissa Twaroski - $510 | Earth Mother Health Foods/Mary Visnovske - $510 | Sherry Brown - $500

Sponsors $100 - $499
(Listed in alpabetical order)

								      
Gary Payne
Rowena McClinton
Sarah Hill
H. Riley Bock
Ansley Saville
David Malone
Anita Finger-Smith
Lawrence Simmons
Troy Wayne Poteete
Denise Dowling
Laurie Brockman
Nikwasi Initiative
Diane Parrish
R. Wesley Harris
Marvin Sowder
Bobby Heffington
Billie Napolitano
Erin Medley

$325.00
$300.00
$230.00
$225.00
$200.00
$200.00
$200.00
$190.00
$180.00
$180.00
$180.00
$180.00
$160.00
$160.00
$155.00
$150.00
$135.00
$130.00

Chenae Lippard
Claude Falls
Anna Smith
Traci MClellan-Sorell
William Ambrose
John Wible, Jr.
Annette Reynolds
Kathy Carroll-Josenhans
Leslie Simmons
Kathy Robinson-Gazzam
Mike Nelson
Becky Nelson
Carmaleta Monteith
Jay Hannah
Sue Folsom
Patricia Fletcher
Amber Fite-Morgan
Cindi Crane

Frank Brown
David Britton
W. Thomas  Beckley
Paul Austin
Teresa Atchison
William Blair
Mary Young
Tom Cole
Ulrike Wiethaus
W. Stuart Towns
Philip Thomason
Dianne Tate
Steven Stanley
Tiffany Shook
Gina Olaya
Mary Ellen Meredith
Dozier Lee, Jr.
Don Kinney

$130.00
$130.00
$130.00
$125.00
$125.00
$120.00
$120.00
$120.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00

$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$110.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00

$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00

Jack Gardner
Debra Eskie
JoAnn Eriksen
David Crawford
Cheryl Cook
Ernest Clark
David Boyle
Ronald Black
Jeffrey Bibbee
James Barnes
Nancy Feroe
Hugh Lambert
Bob Richards
Joseph Owle
City of Waynesville, MO
Tulsa Dier Drilling
Museum of Native


