






































































































































V. SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIONS 

This study has found that 1t is neither feasible nor desirable to designate 

1n their entirety the 18~ century routes travelled by William Bartram as 

either a national scenic or national histor1c trail. There still remains 

however a considerable interest in the southeastern area of the United 

States to memorialize William Bartram. The study found that there are 

sign1ficant natural, cultural and historical features within the Bartram 

study corridor which provide opportunities for actions to memorialize 

Bartram's travels. The following supplemental actions are presented for 

consideration as possible ways of recogn1zing Bartram's accomplishments . 

Six supplemental actions are described below in conceptual form. Singly 

or in combination these suggested actions could suitably memorialize 

Bartram's travels and work in the Southeast, suitably protect and interpret 

some of the sign1ficant features of the area and meet some of the 

recreat1on needs of the reg1on. 

Implementation of these or similar actions would not be accomplished by any 

s1ngle ent1ty but would enta1l concerted commitment, initiative and effort 

by governments, private organizat1ons and individuals . 

Realization of any major concept to memorialize Bartram that would 

encompass the eight-State regi~n in which he travelled and worked would 
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require a series of successive coordinated phases including funding, 

detailed planning, acquisition, development and management. 

1. Designate National Recreation Trails .Along Bartram's Route 

Establ1shment of Bartram National Recreation Trails in the Bartram trail 

corridor would be encouraged. Selection of certa1n existing trails and 

trails that would be developed in the corridor of Bartram's route and their 

designation as National Recreation Tra1ls would suitably memorialize 

Bartram's travels. Development of trails on Federal lands so that they 

could be designated natio~al recreation tra1ls is estimated at $4,000 per 

mile. National Recreation Trails on Federal lands are designated by the 

Secretary of the Interior ,or by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Existing trails on lands administered by other levels of government or 

prlVate organizations are eligible for des1gnation as National Recreation 

Tra1ls. Through appl1cation to the Secretary of the Interior, trails on 

such lands, if found el igible, .can be so designated. 

Some of the exist1ng tra1l segments on Federal lands may be of sufficient 

length and quality to qualify as National Scenic Trails. If so, the 

Federal adm1nistering agency should submit a legislative proposal to the 

Congress to accomplish such designation. 
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The Ocala Trail, An Outstanding National Recreation Trail In The 
Ocala National Forest 

A Typical Trail Scene Along The "Florida Trail , " A Trail Developed 
By The Florida Trail Association 
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Bicycling, An Increasingly Popular Recreation Activity 

Horseback Riding Through A Southern Pine Forest 
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2. Develop a Uniform Hithway Marker Program Commemorating Bartram's 
Travels Through the 1ght Southeastern States 

In recognition of changes in transportation since Bartram's era the 

appropriate Department of the Interior bureau could coordinate and 

cooperate with the transportation and park and recreation agencies of the 

eight States to identify, designate and mark a succession of public road 

segments following Bartram's route as accurately as possible to form a 

memorial vehicular route. ,Where feasible, foot paths might be developed as 

connecting trails between vehicular segments or along the roadway if 

sufficient right-of-way were available to provide a safe trail experience . 

If the managing agency wishes, such trails might be nominated for National 

Recreation Trail desi9nation. 

An aggregation of involved public agencies with additional members from 

other interest groups could be congressionally mandated to comprise an 

advisory board or council for the specific purpose of establishing such a 

route. 

Costs for marking public roads following Bartram's route, would depend on 

such variables as topography, number of road intersections, and extent of 

routing through developed areas. It is estimated that marking costs would 

not exceed $500 per mile. Development of a basic foot trail within an 

existing road right-of-way is estimated at $4,000 per mile. 
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3. Establish Bartram Memorial Natural Area or Parks 2 in Each of the Eight 
States 

Through a cooperative planning effort between the eight States and the 

Federal agency administering the Land and Water Conservation Fund program, 

propose the establishment, acquisition and development through matching 

grants and Secretarial designation of parks or natural areas in each State 

on Bartram's route commemorating his contributions to natural science. 

Each park or area would be p 1 an ned and interpreted to show Bartram's total 

contribution but would highlight areas, discoveries and particular facets 

of his work in the State where the particular park was located. 

I~ the areas provided the opportunity, trails developed within and to 

provide access to such areas could be nnmin.ated for National Recreation 

Trail designation. Selection of sites would be closely tied to the various 

State's acquisition program and priorities . l!lplementat ion costs for eight 

sites with an average size of 1,000 acres are e~timated at $12 million for 

acquisition and $8 million for development. 

4. Develop an Interpretive Program at Federal, State and Local Parks and 
Historic Areas 

Development of interpretive programs of Bartram's work and travels for use 

at existing Federal, State, and local parks and historic sites could 

greatly enhance public appreciation of Bartram. Provision of interpretive 

brochures and maps at these areas would help to guide persons interested in 

tracing Bartram's route in certain locales and would augment programs at 

other sites and other commemorative actions. 
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S~ch an interpretive program could be created by a sponsoring organization 

such as the Bartram Trail Conference or by State or Federal initiative. 

This action could be accomplished at reasonable cost utilizing existing 

Federal. State and local park sites and staff. It is estimated that 

interpretive displays could be established at eight initial sites for 

approximately $400,000. The merit of this action is that it could be 

implemented in a short period of time at a low cost . 

5. Develop Specific Sites Related to Bartram 

Select. study. and identify for consideration by the Congress sites along 

the route that were significant in Bartram's travels. Each of the 

qualified sites could be given a national designation based on its 

attributes and merit. Such studies could be conducted under existing 

authorities including the Act of May 29, 1963, (77 Stat. 49) and the Act of 

October 7, 1976 (90 Stat. 1940). 

Administration could be by Federal or State agencies or through cooperative 

Federal-State agreement . Based on an average size of 20 acres, estimated 

costs for each site would be $80,000 for study, $390,000 for acquisition 

and $3,900,000 for development. 

6~ . The Bartram Heritage Project 

The Bartram Heritage Project is a concept formulated by the former 

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service for relating modern 

environmental concerns and existing Federal, State and local programs 

to the quality of the cultural and natural environment which existed 

some 200 years .ago. 
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Like the personality it honors, the Barttam Heritage Project is 

multi-faceted. · It could make significant contributions to cultural growth, 

national pride and patriotism and unification of present and future 

generations of Americans. Both Bartramis life and his extensive travels 

throughout the Southeast reflect comn1tmehts to those· values which have 

guided us throughout our history and which have been so much a part of 

building the great nation we enjoy today. 

The following text of several pages cbrlce~~ing the Bartram Heritage Project 

was prepared prior to final determination o~ the feasibi 1 ity and 

desirability of designating the entire ~oute as a national scenic or 

national historic trail. 

A Bartram Heritage Project could be composed bf the following elements: 

-Designation of a Bartram Heritase Corridor 

-Designation and development of Bartram National Scenic Trail 

segments ' ! 

-Designation of Bartram National Recreation Trails 

-Designation of Bartram Scenic Waterways 

-Designation of Bartram Memorial Highways 
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-Development and designation of Bartram Heritage Centers 

-Designation of Bartram Heritage Cities 

-Identification and· protection of natural areas and historic sites and 

landmarks associated with the travels and work of William Bartram 

-Development and implementation of an interpretive program. 

These elements can be efficiently tied together with administrative and 

management arrangements 1nvolving all levels of government as well as 

quas1-public and private organizations and individuals. 

The Concept 

As stated above, the concept of a Bartram Heritage Project is composed of 

several elements. These elements are: 

1. Designation of a Bartram Heritage Corridor 

Past students of Bartram have studied his notes and journals and have 

generally defined his travels in the 1770's in terms of the face of the 

Southeastern United States as we know it today. Some areas of presumed 

travel, however, may be open to debate as Bartram was somewhat of a 

wanderer taking advantage of daily opportunities to get from place to 

place. Nevertheless, a corridor, based on previous studies has been 

identified throughout the 8 southeastern States within which his travels 

took place. It is within this corridor where the many elements important 

to a Bartram Heritage Project exist. 
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The Congress should designate the identified corridor in which Bartramm 

travelled as the Bartram Heritage Corridor. This ~uld provide official 

recognition to this area of travel and establish the broad framework within 

which to implement the other elements of the Bartram Heritage Project. 

2. nt of Bartram National Scenic Trail Se ments -

Designation and development of a Bartram National Scenic Trail, in three 

segments, would provide opportunities for recreational experiences as well 

as opportunities for observation and study of natural science and natural 

history . 

Although the 200 years since Bartram travelled through the southeast have 

brought many changes, some of the areas he saw are still in a natural 

condition today. The patterns of public ownership are also favorable for 

the poss1bility of establishing national scenic trail segments to 

memorialize his travels. 

The proposed national scenic trail segments are based on both the fact that 

they are in areas that Bartram saw or travelled near and are generally 

areas of publically owned land . 

The following segments of a Bartram National Scenic Trail might be 

designated by the Congress and developed: 

a. Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee 

The Savannah River is an area of great importance in the travels of 

William Bartram. Although this area is substantially different today 
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from what 1t was 200 years ago, some vestiges of that earlier time 

remain which still provide meaningful opportunities and experiences in 

the interpretation and memorialization of William Bartram's work. A 

major segment of the proposed Bartram National Scenic Trail should be 

established in this area. 

This segment could begin at the Corps of Engineers' Clark Hill 

Reservoir, near Augusta, Georgia, extend north through northeastern 

Georgia, through part of northwestern South Carolina, into western 

North Carolina and eastern Tennessee. From Augusta, this trail segment 

would extend north along lands adjacent to Clark Hill Reservoir, the 

Richard B. Russell Reservoir (now under construction) and Hartwell 

Reservoir into the Chattahoochee, Sumter, Nantahala and Cherokee 

National Forests . In addition to a main trail, opportunities exist for 

connecting or side (spur) trails in both the Chattahoochee and Sumter 

National Forests as well as at Clark Hill, Richard B. Russell and 

Hartwell Reservoirs. 

To demonstrate the practicability of this proposal, segments of a 

Bartram Trail already exist in this area. At Clark Hill Reservoir, a 

trail, about 40 miles in length, has been constructed on the 

reservoir's Georgia side . In the Chattahoochee National Forest, 22 

miles of trail have been designated as a Bartram National Recreation 

Trail. In the Nantahala National Forest, about 40 miles of a Bartram 

Trail have been marked. 
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This proposed segment would bring t~ese existing trails together into a 

Bartram National Scenic Trail and .add approximately 500 miles of new 

trail. Because of the large amount of Federal land ownership in this 

area, no new land acquisition appears necessary. 

b. Alabama 

A second segment of a possible Bartram National Scenic Trail should be 

established in Alabama. This segment could begin in the Tuskeegee 

National Forest extend west to the iallapoosa River, and along the 

Tallapoosa River to Fort Toulouse near the junction of the Tallapoosa 

and Coosa Rivers. 

About 50 miles of trail would comprise this segment. It would be 

located mostly on Federal and other publitally owned land. 

c. Mississippi 

Bartram's route across Mississippi was by the waters of the Gulf of 

Mexico. However, an excellent opportunity exists in the DeSoto 

National Forest in southern Mississippi to provide trail opportunities 

and to interpret Bartram's travels in this area of the Southeastern 

United States. 

A Bartram Trail is now being constructed in the Black Creek District of 

the DeSoto National For~st. This trail would comprise the third 
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3. 

segment of the proposed Bartram National Scenic Trail. It ·would be 

approximately 50 miles in length and would be totally on National 

Forest land . 

In summary, a Bartram National Scenic Trail, in three segments, is 

proposed for designation and development. It would be land based and 

would exceed 600 miles in total length. About 550 miles in new trail 

construction would be needed . 

The des ignated corridor within which the proposed National Scenic Trail 

would be constructed should be up to 200 feet in width . In places, 

this corridor may be less than 200 feet in width . The specific width 

would be determined in each area based on the width necessary to 

provide a quality and meaningful trail experience and to protect the 

integrity of the trail . 

Bartram National 

Suitable trails in appropriate areas should be designated as Bartram 

Nat ional Recreation Trails . 

Numerous opportunities exist for the designation of Bartram National 

Recreation Trails throughout the 8 southeastern States . Moreover, this 

designation will permit recognition and memorialization the Bartram 

heritage in areas not suited for National Scenic or other trail 
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designations. Two Bartram National Recreation Trails now exist--one in the 

Chattahoochee Nat iona 1 Forest in Georgia· and one in the Tuskegee .National 

Forest in Alabama. 

Designation of National Recreation Trails · can be made in a variety of 

places--from small natural areas to historic districts in cities . This 

designation would provide an opportunity' to identify those smaller but 

significant elements of the Bartram heritage through recognition and 

memorialization of specific areas. 

4. Designation of Bartram Scenic Waterways 

Se lected water areas should be desig~am as· Bartram Scenic Waterways . 

This is an important element as much of B'artram's travel was by water. 

Designation of Bartram Scenic Waterways carr s-ignificantly add to the 

interpretation and appreciation of Battr~··s wbtk. 

This element is significant not only because of its relationship to 

Bartram' s travels but because it can provide an opportunity for land 
' managing agencies at the Federal, State and local government levels to 

participate in recognizing and interpreting the Bartram heritage . It is an 

element that can be acconplished by administrative action under the broad 

framework of the Bartram Heritage Project. 

The State of Alabama has a designated waterway on the Tensaw River in 

Baldwin County. Excellent opportunities exist for other designated 

waterways in Louisiana, Miss i ssippi, Florida, Georgia and South Carolina. 

96 



5. Designation of Bartram Memorial Highways - (See Supplemental Action 2) 

Selected highways should be designated as Bartram Memorial Highways. 

As Will1am Bartram travelled throughout the southeast, he followed Indian 

paths, trading paths and the early "roads" of his day. As 200 years have 

passed with the increasing needs for roads and highways, these early paths 

and roads have been improved. Many of them exist today as major highways . 

we must recognize that while we cannot live in the past we can honor it 

within the framework and opportunities presented by existing development . 

In areas where Bartram's "tra1l" now consists of high speed highways, these 

highways should be marked to call attention to their history. Although the 

original trails may be lost, their history and significance to the earliest 

days of our Nation remain . Some of this significance and history can be 

retained by marking appropriate highway routes to describe and interpret 

their place in the Bartram heritage of the Nation . 

Examples of appropriate highway markings would be U.S. H1ghway 17 between 

Charleston, South Carolina, and Jacksonville, Florida; Georgia State 

Highway 24 between Dover and Waynesboro, Georgia; and U.S. Highway 19 

between Bryson City and Murphy, North Carolina. Many other designations 

would be appropriate throughout the Southeastern United States. 

6. See 

Bartram Heritage Centers should be developed to inform, interpret and 

display natural, cultural and historic resources related to William 

Bartram's travels and work . These centers would stress interpetation of 
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subjects w·ith which Bartram was persana·lly inval~.ed, such as natura 1 

history ·(including botany, ornithology, geology, rna 1 acology, ichthyology 

and herpetology), art, literature and cultural .history. 

These her1tage centers should, in gener.al, be part of existing museums, 

heritage centers, visitor centers, State ~1come stations, or similar 

facilities. However, a separate and majDr heritage center should be 

developed in a central location to act • the "flagship" or focus for the 

interpretation of the Bartram herit~ jn ~atellite areas and to provide 

overall coordination and guidance to the many elements of the Bartram 

Heritage Project. 

7. Designation of Bartram Heritage C1tie' 

Cities of significance to William Bartram during his southeastern trip in 

1773-1777 should be designated as Bartram Heritage Cities. 

Although specific Bartram related sites may not be known in every city he 

visited, several cities · are considered so important to Bartram's travels 

that their historic districts should be recognized. Charleston, South 

Carolina, and St. Augustine, Florida, are two such cities that have many 

buildings st1ll standing which were in existence at . the. time of Bartram's 

visit. Other cities may not have existing buildings from this period but 

should be considered for Bartram Heritage .City designation. These cities 

include Savannah and Augusta, Georgia; Jacksonville, Palatka and Pensacola, 

Florida; Mobile, Alabama; Bay St. Louis, Mississippi; and Baton Rouge and 

Port Hudson, Louisiana . 
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8. Identification and Protection of Natural and Historic Sites and 
Landmarks Associated with the Travels and Work of W1lliam Bartram - See 
Supplemental Act1on 5} 

Existing programs such as the National Register of Historic Places~ 

National Historic Landmarks and National Natural Landmarks should be used 

to identify, protect and interpret sites important to the Bartram 

heritage. 

These programs can be used to add significant elements to the recognition 

and interpretation of Bartram•s work throughout the southeast by providing 

a glimpse into the past and into the southeast as Bartram experienced it. 

9. Inter retative Pro ram - (See 

To bring all of the above 8 elements into a focus that will provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the Bartram heritage and its significance to 

our national heritage, a complete and effective interpretative program is 

mandatory. 

Each of the elements must be described and interpreted in itself and then 

be brought together w1th the others to form a total picture. Such a 

program will provide limitless opportunities to people for recreation as 

well as heritage appreciation. It will allow people to use as few or as 

many opportunities as they wish. It will assist in providing people with a 

variety of exciting, meaningful and challengi~g opportunities. 
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In summary, this concept sets forth a framework to establish a 

multi-faceted Bartram Heritage Proj ect which builds on existing elements 

and past work . It is a concept that will encourage grass roots involvement 

in an organized effort, appeal to bring together many and varied interests 

and focus them on a man and his work--work that is of great significance in 

our Nation's heritage. 

Implementation 

To implement this concept of a Bartram Heritage Project, an administrative 

and management framework must be established . This framework should 

consist of: 

1. Establ1shment of a Bartram Heritage Advisory Council to lead and 
coordinate the implementation of the Bartram Heritage Project 

The Advisory Council should be composed of the following members : 

a. Federal 

The Federal member should be appointed by the Secretary of the 

Inter ior . This membc!r should act as Chairman of the Advisory Council 

and provide overall leadership and guidance to the Council . This 

member should also coordinate the involvement of all appropriate 

Federal agencies in the Bartram Heritage Project . 

b. State 

One representative from each of the States of North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Georgia, Flor1da, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and 

Tennessee, to focus State participation in the Bartram Heritage 

Project. 
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c. Private 

Bartram Trail Conference -This organization should act as the focal 

point for all private interests by providing leadership and 

coordination of all private activities relating to the work of the 

Council and to the Bartram Heritage Project. 

2. Establishment of a Bartram Heritage Project Office and staff to 
carry out implementation work under the overall guidance of the 
Advisory Council 

This off1ce should be established in conjunction with the Bartram Trail 

Conference and should include a Project Director, Staff Assistant and 

Secretary. The Project Director would report to the Advisory Council . 

3. Development of a Detailed Master Plan for the implementation of the 
Bartram Heritage Project 

This should be the first major task of the Advisory Council and Project 

staff. This plan should be completed and approved within 2 years after 

project authorization . It should present a detailed plan for the 

implementation of all elements of the Bartram Heritage Project as well as 

necessary plans for the future administration and management of the 

Project. 

Costs 

The cost of this alternative as now envisioned will occur primarily in two 

areas; (1) start-up costs; and (2) long-range Federal costs associated with 

National Scenic Trail construction. 
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1. Start-Up Costs--To begin implementation of this project, funds to 

support the work would be required for the initial 2 year period. Such 

funds would be used to implement the Advisory Council (meetings, etc.) and 

the Project Office (staff, space, suppl ies, etc . ). They would also be used 

to develop a detailed master plan for the Bartram Heritage Project. 

It is estimated that $150,000 per year would be required for a total of 

$300,000 in start-up costs . 

2. lonq-Range Federal Costs--Although several elements of the Bartram 

Heritage Project can be implemented under e~1sting programs, one major 

element, the National Scenic Trail, cannot be . This element will require 

specific authorization and specific funding to implement. 

As proposed, a Bartram National Scenic Trail would be composed of at least 

three segments totalling at least 650 miles of new trail (existing trail 

that can be used will add to this total}. Since detailed plans for this 

trail have not been formulated, an average est1mate of the cost per mile to 

construct this trail must be used. No land acquisition would be required 

as it is proposed that this trail be constructed on existing public land. 

It 1s estimated that the proposed national scenic trail will cost an 

average of $7,500 per mile for a total cost of about $4 . 125 million. 

As stated earlier, some elements of the Bartram Heritage Project can be 

implemented under existing Federal programs . Examples are those elements 

involving the National Recreation Trails Program., the National Register 
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of Historic Places and National Natural landmarks. Moreover, technical 

assistance which may be necessary from agencies in the implementation of 

Project elements can be handled through existing programs and authorities . 

Th1s would apply part1cularly to some of the interpretative aspects of the 

project. 

State programs and authorities can also be used in implementing elements of 

the Bartram Heritage Project . The designation of Bartram Memorial 

Highways, the designation of Bartram Heritage Cities and the designation of 

Bartram Scenic Waterways will all fit into programs of the States involved 

in the Bartram Heritage Project. Also, the States• interpretative programs 

can be used in this manner. At this time, however, it is not possible to 

estimate the potential costs of these elements to the existing programs at 

either the Federal or State levels. 

Another aspect to cost is the participation by the private sector. Many 

segments of the private sector (organizations, corporations, etc.) have 

expressed an interest in a Bartram Heritage Project and support for such a 

concept. It is expected that segments of the private sector will 

contribute in some manner to the implementation of the Bartram Heritage 

Project once the concept is endorsed, the implementation framework 

established and the project set in motion. 
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Review Comments 

The following agencies of government provided comments on the Bartram 
Trail Study report: 

Department of Energy 
Department of the Army 
Department of Transportation 
Governor of Alabama 
Governor of Florida 
Governor of Louisiana 
Governor of North Carolina 
Tennessee Valley Authority 

Agencies within the Department of the Interior were also consulted and 
offered review comments as were numerous private individuals and 
organizations . 
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Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C. 20585 

DEC 1 7 1~~0 

Mr. Robert L. Herbst 
Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C~20~ 

Dear Mr~bsd\~· 
This is in response to your October 15, 1980, request for comments on 
the draft report on the Bartram National Scenic Trail. 

We have reviewed the draft report prepared pursuant to the National 
Trails System Act {82 Stat. 919). The report recommends that the trail 
not be included in the National Trail system. This recommendation would 
not have implications on potential energy resources, and accordingly, 
the Department of Energy offers no comment. 
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Ru C. Clusen 
Assistant Secretary 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. &OSl O 

Mr. Robert L. Herbst 
Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herbst: 

This is in response to your letter of October 15, 1980 , r e ­
questing comments on the draft report on the Bartram National 
Scenic Trail. We were pleased to note that the South Atlantic 
Division of the Corps of Engineers parti cipated in the Interagency 
Field Study Task Force for this study. 

We are in general agreement with the concept of designating 
and constructing National Scenic or National Historic Trails 
where appropriate. In fact, approximately 125 miles of project 
land along the western shore of the Corps ' Clark Hill Lake were 
formally dedicated by them as the Bartram Corridor on April 23, 
1978 . The 40-mile trail segment referred to on page 65 of the 
report was subsequently constructed and the potential exists for 
an additional 85 mi l es of trail within the Corridor . Several 
hundred miles could also be constructed in conjunction with the 
Corps' Hartwell and Richard B. Russell Lake Projects immediately 
upstream from Clark Hill Lake . However, the Corps has been 
unablE! to find a local sponsor to share in the cost of extending 
their trail system as would be required for development under 
the Federal Water Project Recr eation Act (PL 89-72). 

We appreciate the -opportunity to comment on this report. 

Sincerely, 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORT ATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C . 20 S90 

tfN 28 9n 

Mr. Eob Herbst 
Assistant Secretary for Fish 
and Wildlife and Parks 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. Z0240 

Dear Mr. Herbst : 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Department of the 

Interior's draft report on the B:irtram National Scenic Trail. 

This office has no canments to offer on the report. We have 

forwarded a copy of the report to our Regional Representative 

in Atlanta, Georgia for further review and any corrments developed 

at the regional level will be sent directly to you from the 

regional office. 

Sincerely, 

hr~:?:ector 
() Office of Environment and Safety 
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Foe JAMES 

GOVE RNOR 

Mr. Robert Herbst 

STATE OF ALABAMA 

GOVERNOR'S OF'FICE 

MONTGOMERY 36130 

November 26, 1980 

Assistant Secretary for Fish 
and Wildlife and Parks 

u.s. Department of the Interior 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herbst: 

j . ••. . 

Thank you for your letter of October 15 concerning the 
Bartram National Scenic Trail. Please pardon my delay in 
responding. 

Based upon review of "The Bartram Trail National 
Scenic/Historic Study" by Alabama's Department of Conservation, 
I would offer the following comments for your consideration. 

We recognize that, according to the Legislative criteria 
and the research involved by the Na~ional Park Service, the 
Bartram Trail does not quality for either national historic nor 
scenic trail status. But, I could support parts of the 
supplemental actions recommended in the study. In particular, I 
suggest that where feasible, public lands could be used to 
memorialize William Bartram's trav~ls. This could be accomplished 
through the development of trail segments for public education 
and enjoyment . 

Any support or technical assistance that the National Park 
Service could offer us would be most welcome. 

Sincerely, 

FJ:kh 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 808 GRAHAM 

Mr. Robert Herbst 
Ass i stant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 
United States Department 

of the Interior . 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herbst: 

November 14, 1980 

Thank you for your letter of October 15 which included a draft 
copy of the Bartram Trail Study. We in Florida support the 
National Park Service in its efforts to recognize the impor­
tance of William Bartram's travels and his accounts of the 
natural heritage of the southeastern United States. 

We concur with the task force's conclusion that the Bartram 
Trail does not strictly meet the criteria for designation as 
a National Historic or Scenic Trail. Other actions, such as 
the six supplemental actions you have proposed, would serve 
to appropriately memorialize Bartram's travels. In particular, 
action six, the concept of the Bartram Heritage Project, 
would enhance participation by interested parties and would 
allow for greater flexibility in satisfying local desires for 
acknowledging Bartram. 

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the Bartram Trail 
Study. Please keep us informed of subsequent developments 
in t:his matter. 

With warm regards, 

BG/mmw 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM 

OFFICE OF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 

DAVID C. TREEN 
Gowmor 

Mr. Bob Herbst 

ROBERT B. DcBliEUX 
Asslatant SecNtary 

November 14, 1~90 

Assistant Secretary for Fish 
and Wildlife and Parks 

United States Department of the Interior 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herbst: 

MAS. LAWRENCE ~- FOX 
Sectwtaty 

We have revie\'IEd the Draft of the Bartram Trail Study (September, 1980). 
We do riot agree w~th the findings outlined in the report; and we regret 
that the trail wi11 not become a National Scenic or National Historic 
Trail. 

In looking through the alternative recommendations, we have found 
that supj)lemental actions m.mbers one and four are most s:.ritable at this 
time in Louisiana. !n relation to number one, Louisiana has a number of 
public areas along the trail route which could provide National Recreation 
Trails in memory of William Bartram. In relation to number four, an 
interpretive program in Lou'isian is needed before any funds for other 
conmemorative efforts are made. More people need to know more about _ 
Willi~ Bartram and his contribution to American History. 

We realize that much effort has been put into developing this study 
and we commend your effcrts. If you have any questions or comments 
concerning 04r review, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Robert B. DeBlieux 
Assistant Secretary 

RDB/WV cwt 

cc: Hs . Sallie Rice 
.. . Office of Federal Af·raia·s . .. .. 

Mrs . Lawr·ence H. Fox, Secretary 
Ocpartmer.t of Cultu~e, Recreation and Tourism 
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JA104ES 8 . H UNT. J A . 

OOVEANOR 

De.:\r ~r. Herbst: 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
.OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

RALEIGH 27611 

November 26, 1980 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the final report and 
recommendations for the Bartram Trail Study. I concur with 
the conclusion that the trail, as proposed, does not meet the 
criteria for national scenic or historic trail designation. 
However, I would like to endorse the Bartram Heritage Project 
concept as a reasonable and prudent means of accomplishing 
meaningful commemoration of this noteworthy American naturalist. 

The portion of the Bartram Trail Route located in Western North 
Carolina is particularly worthy of further consideration for 
national scenic trail designation. I understand that forty 
miles of this trail have already been marked through the 
cooperative efforts of the U. S. Forest Service and citizen 
volunteers. Additionally, portions of Bartram's Western North 
Carolina route coincide with our proposed Mountains to Sea Trail. · 

Bartram's route and related landmarks along Eastern North 
Carolina's Cape Fear River may also be worthy of further study. 
This portion of the route coincides with another planning 
corridor for the State Trails System. In addition, a number of 
citizens in this section of our state are interested in the 
~reservat i on and interpretation of Ashland, the Cape Fear niver 
home of Bartram's uncle. Through cooperative efforts of the 
Federal, State, and local governments and citizens' groups, the 
Bartram Heritage Project could potentially be implemented along 
the Cape Fear. 

North Carolina looks forward to working with the Department of 
the Interior on future projects relating to the travels of 
William Bartram. If I may be of any furthe.r assistance, please 
let me know. 
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Mr. Robert L. Herbst 
November 26~ 1980 
Page two 

My warmest personal regards . 

Mr . Robert L. Herbst 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and 

i~i hili fe and Par ks 
Office of the Secretary 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

cc: Secretary Howard N. Lee 
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

Mr. Neal G. Guse 
Acting Regional Director 
United States Department 

of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Southeastern Regional Office 
72 Spring Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Dear Mr. Guse: 

NORRia, T&NN&eaa& 37828 

NOV 1:) 1980 

In response to your letter of September 26, 1980, our staff has reviewed the 
draft of the Bartram National Scenic/Historic Trail Study. We agree with the 
primary conclusions of the draft--that the trail, as envisioned, would not 
qualify for National Scenic or Historic Trail status. We offer the following 
comments on the "Supplemental Actions" portion of the draft: 

1. Designate National Recreation Trails Along Bartram's Route. 

This would seem to be the most practical way to memorialize Bartram and, at 
the same time, to provide needed trails in the area. Linking these trails 
to form one or more National Scenic Trails, however, would seem to subvert 
the findings of the trail study. Also, since many miles of additional 
corridor would have to be purchased, this approach would be prohibitively 
expensive. 

2. Develop a Uniform Highway Marker Program Commemorating Bartram's Travels 
Through the Eight Southeas'tem State~. 

This is a good idea, but the program probably could be implemented through 
normal technical assistance channels between Federal and State agencies and 
private groups, rather than resorting to a congressionally mandated advisory 
board. The projected cost ($500 per mile) also seems too high. 

3. Establish Bartram Memorial Natural Areas or Parks, in Each of the Eight 
States. 

This approach would result in facilities that would, perhaps, most 
appropriately commemorate Bartram's life and scientific contributions. If 
the priorities of the various States involved could be made compatible, this 
would be an excellent option. 

4. Develop an Interpretive Program at Federal, State, and Local Parks and Historic 
Areas. 

This would seem to be a minimum response to the expressed public interest in 
Bartram. We recommend that this supplemental action be implemented. 
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Mr. Neal G. Guse NOV 131980 

s. Develop Specific Sites Related to Bartram. 
' c 

This action is not recommended, at least not at the cost levels projected. 

6. The Bartram Heritage Project. 

This project seems much too costly and too elaborate. As is pointed out in 
the text, most of the supplemental actions could be implemented under 
existing programs (with the exception of the National Scenic Trail option, 
which we do not recommend). It seems to us a private or quasi-public 
organization, with input from program•lev.el personnel in various State and 
local agencies, could best handle coordination of the overall project. A 
formal, congressionally mandated project office is unnecessary. 

In summary, we believe any supplemental actions should be carried out by existing 
programs and should be closely tied to the southeastern SCORP's. Bartram is a 
historical figure worthy of commemoration. However, considering the recreational 
needs of the Southeast, as expressed in the SCORP's, and present budget and 
manpower restrictions in State and Federal agencies, we feel this project should 
be held to a realistic level. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this draft . If you have any questions 
regarding our recommendations, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 

rJu,.~dv.~ 
Thomas H. Ripley, Manager 
Office of Natural Resources 
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United States Department of the Interior 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

NATJO:--:AL PARK SERVICE 
\\'ASIH:-.;cTO);, D.C. 20240 

October S, 1979 

Secretary of the tuterior 

Chairman, National Park System Advisory Board 

Bartram Trail St~4Y 

Enactment of Public Law 95-625 amended the National Trails System 
Act by adding a new category, National Historic Trails, and 
establish~d criteria for designation of these trails. Public 
Law 95-625 also provided that reports on historic trails shall 
include" •••• the recomcendation of the Secretary of the Interior's 
National Park System Advisory Board as to the national his~oric 
significance based on the criteria developed under the Historic 
Sites Act of 1935 ••• " 

The National Park System Advisory Board at its ceeting in Boston, 
}~ss., April 23-26, 1979, and again at its meeting in Keystone, 
Colorado, October 3-5, 1979, considered the proposal for a Bartram 
national historic trail. ~fter evaluating information available 
for the Bartram trail, the Advisory Board believes that while 
Bartram's 18th cen~ury travels in the Southeast significantly contributed 
to natural science and followed historic routes, Bartram was neither 
instrumental in establishing these routes nor influential in promoting 
use and/or development of these routes. The Advisory Board, therefore, 
has determined that the route Bartram traveled does not meet the criteria 
for designation as a National Historic Trail. 

Carl P. Burke 
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