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PRCPOSED E 1&% HISTORIC SITE

The following data are submitted to assist the Advisory Board in deter-
mining the eligibility of the Touro Synagogue, Newport, Rhode Island, for
designation as a national historic site:

The earliest Jewish settlement of historical importance in America was in
New York City in 1654, Jews having been attracted to that place by the religious
freedom tfiich prevailed in Holland and the Dutch colonies overseas. Governor
Stuyvesant of New York was personally hostile to the Jewish immigrants but, at
length, had to treat them fairly because Jews had invested large sums in the
Dutoh Ifiest Indies company.™ The oldest of the Jewish congregations in the
United States today is generally recognized to be the Congregation Shearith
Israel of New York, whioh in 1682 was meeting in a house rented from John
Harpording on Mill, now South William, Street, New York City, and which between
1728 and 1750 built a synagogue 100 feet to the west of Harpording’8 house on
land purchased from Cornelius Clopper, December 19, 1728.~  This Mill Street
synagogue, after being several times enlarged, was demolished in 1818 and a
new synagogue erected on the same site, L In 1853, the Congregation sold its
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property on Mill Street and built a new synagogue on Crosby Street. A great
fire swept over the old Mill Street area in 1835, after which Mill Street
ceased to exist as such. South William Streetwidened and extended, took its
place. The site of the early synagogue of the Congregation Shear!th Israel
might therefore be marked, but there would hardly be any physical remains of
it* U)

Shortly after the Jewish settlement in New “ork, Jews appear at Newport,
Bhode Island, the earliest mention of them at that place being in 1658*" It
IS noteworthy that the religious freedom which obtained in Rhode Island also, caused
that State to become the site of early churches of several denominations of
Christians.  Many well-known examples of early Christian churohes still stand,
namely, the meeting house of the Quakers (1699)i the Seventh Day Baptist
churoh (1729), and the noted Trinity -*glican Churoh (1725-26)* The First
Baptist John Clark Memorial Churoh claims to be the oldest Baptist Church
Congregation in Amerioa, though the building in which they worship was erected
in 1846.7

By 1739, there were seven churohes in Newport, three Baptist, two Congre-
gational, one Anglican, and one Quakers At that time the Jews worshipped in
private houses* (/)
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The Jews were perhaps attracted to Newport partly by a desire for reli-
gious freedom and partly by the commercial advantages which the city offered
in colonial times.

In 1762, there being between sixty and seventy members of the Jewish
Congregation of "jeshuat Israel™ in Newport, the erection of a synagogue was
cammenced on land purchased from Ebenezer Allen on June 13, 1759. The archi-
tect was the distinguished Peter Harrison, one of the premier architects of
colonial America.Although -Garrison's best-known works are King's Chapel,
Boston (1749-1754) and Christ Church, Cambridge (1761), the interior of the
synagogue is a worthy example of his style which was "exceptional in the
America of that time” for its purity of detail and monumental qualities.*®)
Photographic illustrations of the fine interior wooawork of this synagogdte'"V\?iII
be found attached to the original copy of the present report, which will be the
eopy marked tor the Chairman of the Advisory Board. It is regretted that addi-
tional copies of the photographs are not available and that it will not be pos-
sible to illustrate the carbon copies of this report.

"The woodwork is hand carved throughout. The plan of the structure
(Masonio) follows that of the Temple in Jerusalem, the twelve columns repre-
senting the twelve tribes of Israeli each column being a solid tree trunk. No
metal was used in construction, all joining of units being done with dove-tail
and wood pin. The great oenter candelabrum and other figures are of exquisitely
wrought silver. The Eternal Eight burns in a silver vessel before the ark.

8) Fi imba]l, 'Pete Har " in Dictionary of American Biography
(20 vgog B 5 ]Jgﬁ;g’,\ﬁn vl



wherein repose the Holy Scrolls*  The balcony, in orthodox custom, is reserved
for the use of women at W0rShip*"(9a)

It is said that the building is today essentially the same as when it was
first consecrated in 1763* 'The seating was re-vised about thirty years ago,
eleotrio current installed and the oarpet has been replaeed intermittently." 107

Tre building is today known as the Touro Synagogue because Isaac Touro
wes 1ts first minister and because the endowment of the place of worship was
principally supplied by him and by his sons Abraham and Judah Touro.

During the British occupatiai of Newport in the Revolutionary War
(December 8, 1776 - October 25, 1779), the synagogue was closed, but in 1780,
after the British evacuation of the City, the General Assembly of Rhode Island
met in the building. The commercial prosperity of Newport declined after the
Revolution and the Newport Jews drifted to New York and to other centers. The

synagogue was at length reopened and the Congregation formally addressed George
Washington,in 1790, who wrote a latter'of appreciation. (See copy attached

to this report*) The synagogue was again closed in 1791 for a period of about
sixty years. It was reopened in 1850 on a single oocasion and then remained
closed until 1883. In that year, the Reverend A. P. Mandes became minister on
the appointment of the Congregation Shearlth Israel of New York. He conducted
services until his death in 1891, In 1893, a Congregation was organized in
Newport and took the old name of Jeshuat Israel, and was so incorporated by
the State of Rhode Island, 1894, with the trustees of Shearith Israel in New
York acting as its trustees*” 117
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I( Infer@atlon supplled by Arthur Hays Sulzberger of the New York Times
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Closely associated -with, the history of the synagogue is the Old Jewish
Cemetery in Newport which dates from about 1677* Here lie buried the early
manbers of the Congregation said Abraham and Isaac Touro, whose bequests insure
the perpetual maintenance of the place. The massive cemetery wall and impos-
ing granite gateway were built in 1843 with funds supplied by Judah Touro of
New Orleans.

Both the cemetery and the Touro Synagogue sire now the property of the
Congregation, of Shearith Israel of New York, the fact of this ownership having
been settled by litigation in oourt»”2” The Judah Touro Fund is administered
by the State of Rhode Island and amounts to about $90,000. The lsaac Touro
Fund, amounting to about $40,000, is administered by the City of Newport.
From the illustrations attached to the original copy of this report, it will
be seen that the interior of the synagogue is in excellent condition, but that
the window shutters are in bad repair and give the exterior a neglected ap-
pearence. The present Rabbi is Jules Lipsohutz, 11 Lincoln Street, Newport,
Rhode Island. The present Rabbi of the Shearith Israel Synagogue, New York
City, is Dr. David de Sola Pool. The ritual in use at the Touro Synagogue is
Spanish-Portuguese. There are only two other synagogﬁgs in the United States
where this is still true (New York and Philadelphia). f‘% the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, the majority of the Jewish inmigrants to this country
were of Spanish and Portuguese origin. They remained few in number, and as
late as 1865 there were only 200,000 Jews in the United States. Between 1820
and 1890, the Jewish immigrants were nearly all of German birth. Between 1880

(12) Jewish Encyclopedia, IX, 294-296.
(12a) Ronalds" report, p. 6.



and 1920, 2,000,000 came to the United States from Russia, Austria-Hungary, and
Rounania.  There were 4,200,000 Jews in the United States in 1930, of idiom
3,500,000 were of eastern European and 500,000 of German descent*

Besides New York and Newport, the chief early places of settlement of
Jewish immigrants to this country were Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Charles-
ton, Sow-tii Carolina* Tre Charleston congregation's plaoe of worship changed
several times between 1750 and 1792, and the synagogue built in 1792 was burned
in 1838 and rebuilt in 1840,(13) Although Charming says that a synagogue was
built in Philadelphia in 1760, (14) he may be referring to services which were
being held in a small house in Sterling Alley* The first synagogue of the
Mikveh Israel Congregation in Philadelphia appears to date from 1782*(15) Among
the distinguished members of its congregation (formed 1747) was Haym Salomon,
banker, broker, and paymaster-general for the French forces in Amerioa, who
handled most of the war subsidies of France and Holland for the Amerioan Revo-
lution and who, as sole broker for the American Office of Finance in the sale
of bills of exchange, rendered great service to the American cauae* "  There
IS an imposing statue of him, together with statues of Robert Morris and
I Washington, at \Wabash Avenue and Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois, erected in
1941 as a symbol of American tolerance and unity and as a tribute to the co-
operation of people of all races in the building of the united States*
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To the Hebrew_Congregation in Newport,
Rhod eg s?ang P ¢

(Written in 1790)

Gentl «ien*

While | rece#ve with uch satrsfactron your address replete \fvrth
ex ressrons of a ei 'h)nl ang esteem: rejordet the opportun ?
asuring yu tha all s retain 9 ul re ranfe

? ||alzen§)pme experienced m my visit to Newport, trom a asses

. rgflﬁctron on the dﬁys of difficulty and dang[ehr which are
render? e more sweet, from 8 CONSCIQUS eﬁ thaﬁ e% e Suc ee ed
ays 0f uncommon gros errt secuwt%e isgjom to make

t St Use 0 dva tae wrth rtfnc are now avore W& _cannot

atl, un er he us adrnrn tration of a good Government, t0 become a

great an app people

Crtr ensfgrf he. Unrtle\deﬁta(tes 0 IA erica r]aveoa %grgrt] at? eH

%@ |bera S EJ‘gP{]g rth oq]arnmrrtatron Sl ossess aI?k

ert% ﬁnscrgnce nd Immun trsof ortrzensw |s nowno
mn)erec gst (t)%ere%tpi spo e gr en|o ed the e ercthe md eerlrrce”d erent
rqatura q R orhagpr th]e Gor)erhment ofth LJSnr’teg States, w |cﬁ
ves tr no sa gersecutron 0 assrsta ce, requires on(!y

at hey Ve under |ts prot ction shoul d t emselves as (oo
citizens; In giving 1t on all occasions -their e ectua support.

ould be |n ons tent with tr}e frankness of my %harac er.not
p o i et S
foﬁhraaﬂt v%)d tl tﬁ rﬁi co trnue 0 me |t and en the

Il of the ot r In abitants: v¥]|1e eve one sha SIt In ae der

|s ovrnv.me an tree, and there s one to make him a a|
mer of Ilmercres scatter an not da ness In our
make US all ul here, and In hrs

3 In our seYer atrons usef
Ue time and way everlastingly happ

(Sgd.) G. Vfeshington

P
Y






