IN NORTH DAKOTA
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Frontier Fragments

NEWS OF YOUR NATIONAL PARK AREAS
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VOLUME 11 THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATURE AND HISTORY ASSOCIATION 1991-1992 :

Little Missouri River (North Unit), Theodore Roosevelt Park

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to your National Park Service areas in North Dakota! Theodore Roosevelt
National Park, Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site and Knife River Indian
Villages National Historic Site have been set aside by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Park System.

This system includes some 357 different areas throughout the United States and its ter-
ritories, encompassing such diverse sites as the White House, the Grand Canyon and
the Gettysburg battlefield. The National Park Service is charged with managing all
these areas for present-day visitor use while at the same time preserving and pro-
tecting them for future generations. It hasn’t always been like this.

After Yellowstone was established as the world’s first national park in 1872, the
Army was sent in to patrol the park and protect it from damage. Cavalry troops were
soon stationed in many of our western parks including Sequoia, Yosemite, and Mount
Rainier. Civilian workers replaced the troops in the early 1900s but the parks re-
mained understaffed and neglected. In 1915, a wealthy industrialist named Stephen
Mather wrote a letter to the Secretary of the Interior protesting the deplorable condi-
tion of the parks. Interior Secretary Franklin Lane wrote Mather that if he was so con-
cemed about the parks, why didn’t he come to Washington and run them himself?
Mather did and the rest is history. Congressional passage of the National Park Or-
ganic Act in 1916 created a National Park Service charged with administering and pro-
tecting the parks, not only for the visitors of that day, but for all who would follow.

Your

Park
Visit...

A visit to any of the National Park
System areas in North Dakota
should be a memorable one, one that
you should enjoy recalling. To help
make your visit more enjoyable, the
park staffs are ready to mform you
of the wonders to be discovered and
the opportunities that these areas

offer both during your visit and at

other times during the year.

Be sure to ask about:

* Programs and activities, such as
guided walks and tours

« Trails for walking and hiking

» Opportunities to observe wildlife

« Wildflowers that may be in bloom

* Scenic views for you to photo-

graph
» Safety tips to follow
* Park regulations

The national park idea was born and nurtured in America. Beginning with Yellowstone
and spurred on by the later establishment of the National Park Service, the many units
of today’s National Park System preserve the truly superlative examples of our na-
tion’s natural, cultural and historical heritage. The diamond anniversary of the Na-
tional Park Service, which we are observing in 1991, affords a special opportunity to
celebrate the national park idea. During the past 75 years, our National Park System
has grown impressively and the idea has spread around the world.

Activities celebrating the 75th anniversary will be held throughout the summer. On
August 25, National Park Service Founder’s Day, there will be free admission to both
units of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Refreshments will be served at all Na-
tional Park Service visitor centers in North Dakota.

The national park areas in North Dakota are rich in history and in the diversity of
plant and animal life they contain. Each is a very special place. Come and stay awhile
and enjoy your national parks. The people in the gray and green uniforms of the Na-
tional Park Service are here to assist you with every aspect of your visit. Let us share
these special places with you!

Pete Hart, Superiniendent
Theodore Roosevelt National Park




THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL PARK
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National Park
Service

75th Anniversary
1916-1991

The National Park Service.is celebrating its
Diamond Anniversary this year. Special events
will take place across the country to
commemorate this milestone, to foster a better
understanding of the accomplishments of this
federal agency, and to show that “National Park
Service professionals are rededicated to their
fundamental mission as archivists of the nation’s
history, providers of educational and leisure time
opportunities, and protectors of our vast but
limited resources for future generations.”
Programs are being scheduled by the three North
Dakota National Park Service areas to help
emphasize this year-long birthday.

During the summer, park staff will present
interpretive programs with the 75th anniversary
and National Park Service history themes.
Exhibits and displays featuring the anniversary
will be installed at Medora, Painted Canyon, and
the North Unit.

Founder’s Day, August 25th, will be given

“special attention. In addition to the free fee day
for both units, park history programs will be
given throughout the day at all three visitor
centers.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

H 1916 -1991 R

In 1916, the Interior Department oversaw 14
national parks and 21 national monuments, but
lacked effective, coordinated administration. In
that year, Congress created a new bureau (National
Park Service) to manage these areas with a two-
fold purpose: “to conserve the scenery and the
natural and historic objects and the wild life
therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the
same in such manner and by such means as will
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations.” Today, the number of National
Park Service areas has grown to 357.
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The rugged North Dakota Badlands from the Painted Canyon Visitor Center.

Major park construction is underway

Please pardon our mess! During the summer of
1991, many construction projects will take place
in Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Most of the
projects will repair or improve existing structures
while others will add new facilities to the park.
Please heed all wamning signs and stay behind con-
struction fences.

NORTH UNIT

The most exciting project is the construction of
the new visitor center and ranger station for the
North Unit. This 4,400 square foot building will re-
place a cramped double-wide trailer currently in use.
While construction takes place, a temporary visitor
information station will be located at the entrance
to the Squaw Creek campground and picnic area.

The design of the new building was chosen so the
visitor center will not obscure the beauty of the bad-
lands. Inside, exhibits will showcase the different
“habitats found in the park. A sales outlet for the
Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Associa-
tion and a small auditorium for viewing films and
slide shows will also be located in the exhibit
room. If everything goes as planned, construction
should begin in mid-July and take nine to twelve
months to complete.

A one-half-mile loop of the Squaw Creek Nature
Trail, located in Squaw Creek campground, will be
graded and asphalt surfaced to provide access formo-
bility impaired visitors. Located near the begin-
ning of this trail is a small picnic shelter built by
the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1936. It will
be restored as originally constructed. The work will
consist of stone pointing and log and rafter replace-
ment. This fall, hazardous trees and limbs will be re-
moved from this area and the rest of the camp-
ground.

SOUTH UNIT

The old North Unit Visitor Center will berelocated
to the South Unit in June. Once there, it will be used
as a resource management center and a storage facil-
ity for the park’s museum and artifact collection.

The corral has been relocated at the Halliday Well
horse group camp to separate the campsites from
the horses and to comply with public health regula-
tions.

Hazardous trees and limbs will also be removed
from Cottonwood campground, Peaceful Valley
Ranch, picnic areas, and the headquarters area.

A new one-mile loop trail will be constructed at
Painted Canyon Visitor Center. The trail will pro-
vide a place for people to stretch their legs amid the
scenic panorama of the badlands along I-94. A
post-and-rail safety barrier will also be placed along
the badlands rim. - - —— — -

Visitor hiking experiences on the Ridgeline, Sky-
line and Wind Canyon trails will be greatly im-
proved by surface sealing, grading, water bar and
step replacement and installation of benches.

Site bulletins available at the visitor centers pro-

vide closer looks at specific park resources.






