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Your 
Park 
Visit... 

A visit to any of the National Park 
Sys tem areas in Nor th Dakota 
should be a memorable one, one that 
you should enjoy recalling. To help 
make your visit more enjoyable, the 
park staffs are ready to inform you 
of the wonders to be discovered and 
the opportunities that these areas 
offer both during your visit and at 
other times during the year. 
Be sure to ask about: 
• Programs and activities, such as 

guided walks and tours 
• Trails for walking and hiking 
• Opportunities to observe wildlife 
• Wildflowers that may be in bloom 
• Scenic views for you to photo­

graph 
• Safety tips to follow 
• Park regulations 

Little Missouri River (North Unit), Theodore Roosevelt Park 

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE 
Welcome to your National Park Service areas in North Dakota! Theodore Roosevelt 

National Park, Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site and Knife River Indian 
Villages National Historic Site have been set aside by Congress as part of the Na­
tional Park System. 

This system includes some 357 different areas throughout the United States and its ter­
ritories, encompassing such diverse sites as the White House, the Grand Canyon and 
the Gettysburg battlefield. The National Park Service is charged with managing all 
these areas for present-day visitor use while at the same time preserving and pro­
tecting them for future generations. It hasn't always been like this. 

After Yellowstone was established as the world's first national park in 1872, the 
Army was sent in to patrol the park and protect it from damage. Cavalry troops were 
soon stationed in many of our western parks including Sequoia, Yosemite, and Mount 
Rainier. Civilian workers replaced the troops in the early 1900s but the parks re­
mained understaffed and neglected. In 1915, a wealthy industrialist named Stephen 
Mather wrote a letter to the Secretary of the Interior protesting the deplorable condi­
tion of the parks. Interior Secretary Franklin Lane wrote Mather that if he was so con­
cerned about the parks, why didn't he come to Washington and run them himself? 
Mather did and the rest is history. Congressional passage of the National Park Or­
ganic Act in 1916 created a National Park Service charged with administering and pro­
tecting the parks, not only for the visitors of that day, but for all who would follow. 

The national park idea was born and nurtured in America. Beginning with Yellowstone 
and spurred on by the later establishment of the National Park Service, the many units 
of today's National Park System preserve the truly superlative examples of our na­
tion's natural, cultural and historical heritage. The diamond anniversary of the Na­
tional Park Service, which we are observing in 1991, affords a special opportunity to 
celebrate the national park idea. During the past 75 years, our National Park System 
has grown impressively and the idea has spread around the world. 

Activities celebrating the 75th anniversary will be held throughout the summer. On 
August 25, National Park Service Founder's Day, there will be free admission to both 
units of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Refreshments will be served at all Na­
tional Park Service visitor centers in North Dakota. 

The national park areas in North Dakota are rich in history and in the diversity of 
plant and animal life they contain. Each is a very special place. Come and stay awhile 
and enjoy your national parks. The people in the gray and green uniforms of the Na­
tional Park Service are here to assist you with every aspect of your visit. Let us share 
these special places with you! 

Pete Hart, Superintendent 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park 

Frontier Fragments 
NEWS OF YOUR NATIONAL PARK AREAS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 



THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL PARK 

75th Anniversary 
1916-1991 

The National Park Service is celebrating its 
Diamond Anniversary this year. Special events 
will take place across the country to 
commemorate this milestone, to foster a better 
understanding of the accomplishments of this 
federal agency, and to show that "National Park 
Service professionals are rededicated to their < 
fundamental mission as archivists of the nation's 
history, providers of educational and leisure time 
opportunities, and protectors of our vast but 
limited resources for future generations." 
Programs are being scheduled by the three North 
Dakota National Park Service areas to help 
emphasize this year-long birthday. 

During the summer, park staff will present 
interpretive programs with the 75th anniversary 
and National Park Service history themes. 
Exhibits and displays featuring the anniversary 
will be installed at Medora, Painted Canyon, and 
the North Unit. 

Founder's Day, August 25th, will be given 
special attention. In addition to the free fee day 
for both units, park history programs will be 
given throughout the day at all three visitor 
centers. 

In 1916, the Interior Department oversaw 14 
national parks and 21 national monuments, but 
lacked effective, coordinated adrninistration. In 
that year, Congress created a new bureau (National 
Park Service) to manage these areas with a two­
fold purpose: "to conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the wild life 
therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the 
same in such manner and by such means as will 
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future 
generations." Today, the number of National 
Park Service areas has grown to 357. 

Major park construction is underway 
Please pardon our mess! During the summer of 

1991, many construction projects will take place 
in Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Most of the 
projects will repair or improve existing structures 
while others will add new facilities to the park. 
Please heed all warning signs and stay behind con­
struction fences. 

NORTH I jNJI 
The most exciting project is the construction of 

the new visitor center and ranger station for the 
North Unit. This 4,400 square foot building will re­
place a cramped double-wide trailer currently in use. 
While construction takes place, a temporary visitor 
information station will be located at the entrance 
to the Squaw Creek campground and picnic area. 

The design of the new building was chosen so the 
visitor center will not obscure the beauty of the bad­
lands. Inside, exhibits will showcase the different 
habitats found in the park. A sales outlet for the 
Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Associa­
tion and a small auditorium for viewing films and 
slide shows will also be located in the exhibit 
room. If everything goes as planned, construction 
should begin in mid-July and take nine to twelve 
months to complete. 

A one-half-mile loop of the Squaw Creek Nature 
Trail, located in Squaw Creek campground, will be 
graded and asphalt surfaced to provide access for mo­
bility impaired visitors. Located near the begin­
ning of this trail is a small picnic shelter built by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1936. It will 
be restored as originally constructed. The work will 
consist of stone pointing and log and rafter replace­
ment. This fall, hazardous trees and limbs will be re­
moved from this area and the rest of the camp­
ground. 

SOUTH UNTT 
The old North Unit Visitor Center will be relocated 

to the South Unit in June. Once there, it will be used 
as a resource management center and a storage facil­
ity for the park's museum and artifact collection. 

The corral has been relocated at the Halliday Well 
horse group camp to separate the campsites from 
the horses and to comply with public health regula­
tions. 

Hazardous trees and limbs will also be removed 
from Cottonwood campground, Peaceful Valley 
Ranch, picnic areas, and the headquarters area. 

A new one-mile loop trail will be constructed at 
Painted Canyon Visitor Center. The trail will pro­
vide a place for people to stretch their legs amid the 
scenic panorama of the badlands along 1-94. A 
post-and-rail safety barrier will also be placed along 
the badlands rim. • 

Visitor hiking experiences on the Ridgeline, Sky­
line and Wind Canyon trails will be greatly im­
proved by surface sealing, grading, water bar and 
step replacement and installation of benches. 

SITE BULLETINS 
Site bulletins available at the visitor centers pro­

vide closer looks at specific park resources. 
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National Park 
Service 

The rugged North Dakota Badlands from the Painted Canyon Visitor Center. 



FEES 
Legislatively authorized entrance and user fees are charged at Theodore Roosevelt Na­

tional Park; no fees are charged at Fort Union Trading Post NHS or Knife River Indian 
Villages NHS. Entrance fees are collected at Theodore Roosevelt National Park from 
May 1 through September 30; camping fees are charged from mid-April through Octo­
ber. No fees are collected during the winter months when visitor services are reduced. 

The current fee schedule at Theodore Roosevelt National Park is as follows: 

Short Term Entrance Private motor vehicle $3.00 per vehicle 
Commercial bus $1.00 per person 
Two-wheeled vehicle/Pedestrian $1.00 per person 

Annual Park Permit $ 10.00 
Golden Eagle Passport $25.00 

User Fees Camping $7.00 per unit each day 
Group Camping-Squaw Creek $2.00 per person each day 
Group Camping-Halliday Well $1.00 per person each day 
Horse Camping Fee $0.50 per horse each day 

Short term entrance fees are good for seven days and allow unlimited entry to either 
unit of the park during that period. 

Entrance fees are not charged to persons under the age of 16 years or those who have 
passed their 62nd birthday. Qualifying groups are also exempt from entrance fees. 

Golden Age and Golden Access Passports are free lifetime entrance permits issued to 
citizens or permanent residents of the United States who have passed their 62nd birth­
day and those medically determined to be disabled, respectively. Both passports also 
provide for a 50% reduction of user fees. 

Persons not included in the above fee-exempt categories may elect to purchase the 
$25.00 Golden Eagle Passport. Valid for the calendar year, the Golden Eagle Passport 
allows the holder and those accompanying her/him in a single, private, non-commer­
cial vehicle to enter federal recreation areas at no additional charge. A $10.00 annual 
park permit is also available. This park-specific pass gives the holder unlimited entry 
to Theodore Roosevelt National Park during the calendar year. 

Additional details about park fees and the various passports can be obtained by con­
tacting Theodore Roosevelt National Park. 

BACKCOUNTRY USE 
Eighty-five miles of backcountry trails in Theodore Roosevelt National Park allow 

the visitor to experience the same wild beauty and solitude of the badlands that capti­
vated Theodore Roosevelt more than a century ago. Hikers and horseback parties who 
wish to camp overnight in the park backcountry must register at either the South or 
North Unit visitor center and obtain a free backcountry use permit. A backcountry 
guide containing a map of the park trail system, backcountry use regulations, and spe­
cial considerations to make in planning your trip will accompany each permit. Park 
staff are available to advise you of current trail and weather conditions, to recommend 
travel routes, and to offer suggestions that will ensure a safe and memorable experi­
ence. 

To preserve the quality of the historical scene and to protect delicate archeological 
sites, backcountry camping is not permitted at either Fort Union Trading Post Na­
tional Historic Site or Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site. 

CHURCH SERVICE 
This year marks the 41st year of operation of the Christian Ministry in the National 

Parks program. A Sunday morning interdenominational service is provided at the 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park Cottonwood Campground Amphitheater 
June-August by this ecumenical ministry. 

PEACEFUL VALLEY TRAIL RIDES, INC. 

Trail rides of various 
lengths are available at 
Peaceful Valley Ranch 
in Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park. Over­
night trips available. 
Write P.O. Box 197, 
Medora, North Dakota 
58645. 

Park trail rides depart from rustic Peaceful 
Valley Ranch. 

Theodore Roosevelt, badlands rancher 
Actor and interpreter Mark Klemetsrud will enliven the spirit of Theodore Roos­
evelt by portraying the 26th president's 1886 cowboy days in the Little Mis­
souri River Badlands. Mr. Klemetsrud's historical character, TR - Dude on the 
Frontier, will make guest appearances at the Maltese Cross Cabin, now located 
behind the Medora Visitor Center at the entrance to the South Unit, on: 

••July 4, 5, 6 ,7 ,20 ,21 
•• August 3,4 

Check at park visitor centers or current activity schedules for program times. 

NOTE: During the summer, naturalist-led walks, talks, children's programs 
and demonstrations are conducted daily in the South and North Units. Check at 
the visitor centers for the current activity schedule or write the Superintendent, 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, Medora, North Dakota 58645 or call 
701-623-4466. 

V INDICATES HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

FOR YOUR SAFETY . . . 

Don't let your visit be spoiled by misfortune. For your 
safety and for the protection of park resources, observe these 
park regulations and safety warnings: 

•View all wildlife from a distance. Do not feed or harass wildlife. 
•Be alert and watch for prairie rattlesnakes, poison ivy and prickly pear cactus. 
•For walks, take an adequate supply of water, wear proper footgear and a hat, 

and check with rangers for other precautions. Stay away from loose, crumbly 
edges of cliffs. Don't drink from backcountry water sources unless you have 
boiled the water. 

•The threat of wildfire, particularly in summer, is very real. During periods of 
extreme fire danger, restrictions may be placed on smoking and cookiire use. 
Report all observed wildfires and unsafe visitor fire practices. 

•Observe traffic regulations. Use your vehicle's seat belts. The life you save 
could be your own! 
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1991 VISITOR ACTIVITIES 
—-Theodore Roosevelt National Park - South Unit 

V MEDORA VISITOR CENTER - Open daily, mid-June through Labor 
Day, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (MDT). Open daily remainder of year except 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (MST). 
V PAINTED CANYON VISITOR CENTER - Open daily, mid-June 
through Labor Day, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (MDT); mid-April to mid-June and 
September through October, 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. (MDT). 
V MALTESE CROSS CABIN--Daily, 20-minute scheduled guided tours of 
Roosevelt's Maltese Cross Cabin, mid-June through mid-September, 8:45 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. (MDT). Self-guided tours available the rest of the year. 
V EVENING CAMPFIRE PROGRAMS - Nightly at Cottonwood camp­
ground, mid-June through mid-September. Programs begin at 9:30 p.m. (MDT) 
in June, earl ier as the summer p r o g r e s s e s . 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park - North Unit— 

V NORTH UNIT VISITOR CENTER - Open daily, Memorial Day through 
September, 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (CDT). Open weekends and limited week­
days the rest of the year. 
V EVENING CAMPFIRE PROGRAMS ~ Nightly, at Squaw Creek 
campground, mid-June through mid-September. Programs begin at 10:00 p.m. 
(CDT) in June and July, earlier as the summer progresses. 

>/ SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

August 25, all day (North and South Units) - Founder's Day. 
Programs on the history of the National Park Service. 


