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Your Park Visit... 
A visit to any of the National Park Sys­

tem areas in North Dakota should be a 
memorable one, one that you should 
enjoy recalling. To help make your visit 
more enjoyable, the park staffs are ready 
to inform you of the wonders to be dis­
covered and the opportunities that 
these areas offer both during your visit 
and at other times during the year. 
Be sure to ask about: 
• Programs and activities, such as 

guided walks and tours 
• Trails for walking and hiking 
• Opportunities to observe wildlife 
• Wildflowers that may be in bloom 
• Scenic views for you to photograph 
• Safety tips to follow 
• Park regulations 

SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE 
Welcome to your national parklands in North Dakota! 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park, Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site, 

and Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site were set aside to preserve na­
tionally recognized natural and historical features for your enjoyment and use. 

I recently arrived at my new assignment in the midst of a Dakota winter and have 
been continually awed by the magnificant resources and the significance of the histo­
ric events that took place here. Only one element has been missing and that is you, 
the park visitor, and I am very excited to share these very special places with you. 

The National Park Service, which manages your national parklands in North Dakota, 
was established in 1916 and is consistently rated as the most popular agency in the 
federal government. Let's look at the components of the agency title. 

The term "National" indicates the Park Service administers lands and programs in all 
SO states and several overseas areas. Presently 355 areas have been set aside by the 
Congress and/or President as the most superlative examples of our natural and cultural 
heritage. They are the most unique of our nation's historical, scenic and recreational 
landscapes. 

The term "Park" in the more general sense denotes parkland that includes all areas ad­
ministered by the Park Service. While there are 50 national parks, there are some 22 
other designations for areas managed by the Service, including national historic 
sites, national monuments, national seashores, national battlefields, and even the 
White House. 

The "Service " aspect of the National Park Service is the core of the agency's reason 
for existence and its most important attribute. All of our employees are here to ensure 
that your visit is safe, pleasant, and educational. We have one primary purpose, and 
that is to serve you. Our standards are high and we take pride in the quality of our 
work. 

While we must protect park resources for future generations, of equal importance is 
providing for today's use by millions of people. In these days of limited funding, it is 
of critical importance that we effectively convey our message so park visitors appreci-

North Unit, Theodore Roosevelt National Park 

ate the special significance of national parklands, and enjoy their visits to these 
areas, ultimately helping to preserve the cultural and natural history of our nation. 

We are concerned with quality of service. You have the right to spotless restrooms, 
roadways free of litter, thought-provoking and informative interpretive walks and 
talks, well-kept facilities, and above all, friendly, helpful and courteous employees. 

These are your parks. The staff is committed to the National Park Idea and to main­
taining them to the highest standard for your use and enjoyment. Help us do the job 
by letting a park employee know of any problems with the facilities or violations of 
regulations. The superintendents of each area are vitally concerned with the quality of 
our service. We welcome you to share your comments and concerns directly with us 
and would be happy to meet with you at any time. Through your feedback, ideas, and 
observations, we can continually improve our service. 

Exciting developments are occurring in all three North Dakota Park areas to aid your 
understanding and use. The construction of the Indian Trade House this summer will 
essentially complete the reconstruction work of the Fort Union Trading Post National 
Historic Site. Work has also begun on a $3.8 million visitor center facility for the 
Knife River Indian- Villages National Historic Site and a visitor center for the North 
Unit of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. These two facilities should be completed 
in 1991. In all three parks, friends groups provided financial support and encourage­
ment for these projects. 

Take time to get to know these parks. Go hiking. Attend an interpretive program. 
Put yourself in Theodore Roosevelt's saddle and share his view of the Little Missouri 
River and Badlands. Contemplate life in a Mandan earthlodge during the long Dakota 
winter at Knife River Indian Villages. Imagine gliding up to the bustling Fort Union 
Trading Post dock with a fur-laden canoe in 1851. Experience the history and natural 
beauty of these diverse sites. We look foward to sharing the stories of these areas 
with you. They are for your use and enjoyment. 

Pete Hart, Superintendent 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park 
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FORT UNION TRADING POST NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

Visitors are greeted at the trading post's gate. 

Fort Union to host Fur Trade Symposium Sept. 13-15 
nternationally-renowned fur trade historians are trekking to 
Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site this Septem-

J ber 13-15 when that park hosts the National Park Service's 
annual Fur Trade Symposium. Conceived in 1987 specifi­
cally to gather leading fur trade historians and enthusiasts 
at some of the American West's premier fur trade sites, this 
annual symposium is making its first appearance at Fort 
Union Trading Post, which in the 19th century was the 
American Fur Company's chief outpost on the Upper Mis­
souri River. 

The Fort Union Fur Trade Symposium is jointly sponsored by the National Park 
Service, the Friends of Fort Union Trading Post, the Theodore Roosevelt Nature and 
History Association, and the North Da­
kota Humanities Council. Conferees 
will survey the dynamic fur trade history 
of the Upper Missouri country, where 
John Jacob Astor's and Pierre Chouteau 
Jr.'s American Fur Company dominated 
trade for nearly four decades. They also 
will explore a half-dozen prime fur trade 
sites at the confluence of the Yellow­
stone and Missouri Rivers, including 
the newly reconstructed Fort Union 
Trading Post. 

The academic portions of the Sym­
posium will headquarter at the Airport In­
ternational Inn in Williston. There, con­
ferees will hear from John C. Ewers of 
the Smithsonian Institution, John D. 
Haeger of Central Michigan University, 
Robert C. Carriker of Gonzaga Univer­
sity, Wiliam R. Swagerty of the Univer­
sity of Idaho, and William E. Lass of 
Mankato State University, among many 
others, in sessions exploring the unique 
character of the Upper Missouri trade 
and its people. 

One session will be devoted to the mod-

Lord Astor of Hever, a direct descendant and name­
sake of John Jacob Astor, was keenly interested in the 
reconstruction of Fort Union Trading Post. 

ern-day replication of fur trade material cultural objects, and among the presenters will 
be Dale Jamagin of the C&D Jamagin Company, Corinth, Mississippi. Jarnagin is 
one of the nation's leading fabricators of the nineteenth century clothing, uniforms, 
and equipment used by living historians. 

Conferees will spend an evening with the National Park Service specialists who 
planned and coordinated the recent construction of the Fort Union Trading Post. Be­
tween 1985 and 1989 key components of the fort were rebuilt to their appearances in 
1851. On hand will be the project's supervising archaeologist, William J. Hunt, 
along with historian Mary S. Culpin, and historical architect and project manager 
Richard J. Cronenberger. Each will offer unique perspectives on the newly completed 
$4 million development. 

Most of the presenters are well-published authors. The Symposium's sponsors will 
have available many of the books writ­
ten by these distinguished historians, 
and special autographing opportunities 
will be available thoughout the confer­
ence. 

The final day of the Symposium will 
be spent exploring the numerous histor­
ic sites at and near the Yellowstone-Mis­
souri conf luence . At each of a 
half-dozen stops, a new lineup of speak­
ers wi l l p rov ide overv iews of the 
sometimes brief and sometimes elabo­
rate episodes, including Lewis and Clark 
at the confluence. Fort Union's many 
competitive trading posts, and several 
other early twentieth century sites. The 
morning's highlight, no doubt, will be a 
detailed look at Fort Buford State Histor­
ic Site, now managed by the State His­
torical Society of North Dakota. When 
Fort Union was dismantled in 1867, 
many of its physical components were 
reincorporated into the new Fort Buford. 
Similarily, a number of Fort Union's 
characters, Charles Larpenteur among 
them, located trading establishments ad-
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jacent to the new military post. 
Saving the climax for last, on Saturday 

noon, September 15, all participants 
will arrive at the Fort Union Trading 
Post for an aftemoon-long visit to this 
unique historic site. Today the fort 
looks much as it did in 1851 during the 
peak of the buffalo robe trade. In addi­
tion to a behind-the-scenes look at the 
park's extensive museum and research 
collections, the fort will be repopulated 
with living historians as if the year were 
really 1851. Here will be the opportu­
nity to mix with engages cutting wood 
and hauling hay, with cooks tending 
pots on open fires, with an artist sketch­
ing the fort and its workmen, and with 
gunsmiths, blacksmiths, carpenters, 
hunters, and other characters from the 
past. 

This annual symposium travels else­
where in 1991 so this will be a unique 
opportunity to see a different, almost 
living Fort Union, and to hear from a 
host of scholars who are deeply in­
volved with Fort Union and American 
Fur Company history. 

Symposium planners anticipate ap­
proximately 200 conferees, andpreregis-
tration is required. Full details are avail­
able by writing the Superintendent, Fort 
Union Trading Post National Historic 
Site, Buford Route, Williston, North Da-
k o t a 5 8 8 0 1 , or by ca l l i ng (701) 
572-9083. 

'Handsome' Fort Union is 
restored to original beauty 

"Fort Union, the principal and hand­
somest trading post on the Missouri 
river. . .," stands again just as it didacen-
tury ago. Being far-sighted, and know­
ing a good location when they saw it, 
Fort Union's creators, the American Fur 
Company, quickly took advantage of the 
tremendous possibilities that Missouri 
River access provided. 

Fort Union quickly grew to be the gran­
dest of all the fur posts along the Upper 
Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers, and it 
left behind a rich legacy. 

Today Fort Union Trading Post stands 
again in 1851 grandeur. Visitors watched 
the transformation take place, changing 
wide open grassy prairie to a massive 
fort. Today, the flagpole, walls, gate, 
bastions, and the Bourgeois House at­
tracts visitors from thoughout the United 
States, Canada, and many foreign lands. 

A Grand Dedication in August, 1989, 
was the highlight of the past summer. 
At that event, history and merriment was 
puposefully blended in an array of ren-
dezous-type living history pageantry, 

musical presentations, humanities pro­
grams, tours, open houses, and recep­
tions. Many dignitaries attended as did 
countless local supporters who ushered 
the fort to its goal of reconstruction. 

1989 visitation reached 64,552, 
which was 125% above the 1988 figure. 

So what's on tap for 1990? The recon­
struction of one last building, the Indian 
Trade House, should be completed by 
1991. This log structure will have a 
faithful 1851 interior, and will someday 
be refurnished to look like a genuine 
1850s trade house. 

The 8th Annual Fort Union Rendez­

vous will be held June 14 though June 
17, 1990. Here one enjoys a full slate 
of traditional frontier activities, con­
tests, and speakers all reliving the 
1830s though 1850s. 

And on September 13 though 15, 
1990, Fort Union will hold a major fur 
trade history symposium, which is re­
ported elsewhere in this issue of FRON­
TIER FRAGMENTS. 

So come visit! Fort Union Trading 
Post National Historic Site is open daily 
thoughout the year. Tours are. given in 
summer, and can be specially scheduled 
by calling the park at (701) 572-9083. 

Above: Grand Dedication ceremonies on August 13, 
1989. Left: Thousands were entertained by humani­
ties speakers and performers, such as Kevin Locke, 
who dazzled young and old with his hoop dance and 
flute presentations. 

Can I keep this arrowhead? 
"Say ranger! Can I keep this arrowhead, 
square nail, bead, fossil, bullet, piece of 

pottery, or . . .Can my child keep a chipped 
stone tool? May I use a metal detector or dig 

for artifacts?" These questions sound innocent. 
However, such actions are illegal on public lands 
and violations can involve fines and jail terms. 

The true value of an artifact is what it can tell modern 
man about its maker. It can tell its tale only if it is left 
where it was last used. Archeology is more than arrow­
heads or broken pottery - it is, above all, a method for 
the recovery, study and reconstruction of the past of 
man. 

Time lays down layers of soil and items, like sen­
tences in a book. Like sentences, layers and artifacts 

cannot be rearranged or they will become undecipher­
able by the archeologist, or reader. When the artifact is 
removed from its place in the layers of soil and associ­
ated items, it has been stolen from all the people and 
from future generations. Yet each year, countless pieces 
of our cultural and natural history become souvenirs 
which are carried home and usually thrown away. The 
fact is that any removal or destruction, no matter how 
small, is depriving all of us of our heritage. 

"Take Pride in America" and do not disturb any items. 
Please help the National Park Service protect your cultu­
ral and natural resources by reporting any destruction to 
a park ranger. 
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KNIFE RIVER INDIAN VILLAGES NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

Historic site preserves remnants of cultural 
and agricultural lifestyle of Plains Indians 

Knife River Indian Villages was established as a Na­
tional Historic Site in 1974, ". . . to preserve certain 
historic and archeological remnants of the culture and 
agricultural lifestyle of the Plains Indians." 

The visitor center contains a museum depicting the 
day-to-day life and customs of the Hidatsa, Mandan and 
Ankara people. Records and paintings from early ex­
plorers, such as David Thompson, Lewis and Clark, 
George Catlin, Karl Bodmer and other prominent travel­
ers help interpret the story of the Knife River Villages. 
Also featured is a sales area specializing in books, 
maps, Native American art prints, and craft-work done 
by descendants of the people who lived in the villages. 

Visitors may take ranger-guided walks or self-guiding 
tours to two village sites in the 1,293-acre park. 
Evidence of earthlodges, fortification ditches, cache 
pits and artifacts are visible. 

Park visitors may wonder about the "dig" that is 
going on at the south end of the park this year. It is not 
an archeologic excavation, but activity associated with 
the construction of the new park visitor center and addi­
tion of about another mile of interpretive trail. The 

trail will connect the new visitor center with the pre­
sent trail along the Knife River bank. Hikers will be 
able to go from the new visitor center to the Awatixa 
Village (Sakakawea Site), hike along the river, and re­
turn to the building. This new trail will provide foot ac­
cess to the previously inaccessible Awatixa Xi Village 
(Lower Hidatsa Site) and wheelchair access to both vil­
lage sites. 

The new 8,200-square-foot facility should enhance 
telling the story of the Knife River Villages through 
state-of-the-art exhibits, a demonstration area, an audi­
torium with audiovisual programs, and sales area. Ar­
cheological collection storage space, a research lab and 
administrative offices will also be housed in the build­
ing. Plans include the construction of a full-scale earth-
lodge adjacent to the new center for use in interpretive 
presentations. 

For your safety, and to help us prevent construction 
delays, please observe all signs closing the construc­
tion area and temporary trail closure signs. You may in­
quire about trail closure status by contacting the pre­
sent visitor center. 

Knife River holds much 
attraction during winter 

Knife River Indian Villages is a quiet, peaceful place 
in the winter months. But it is also a special place to 
visit during the winter because of its serenity. The river 
bottom land between the Knife and Missouri Rivers, 
which makes up a sizeable portion of the National His­
toric Site, is converted from a heavily wooded nature 
trail to a magical ski trail. The staff at Knife River In­
dian Villages keep nearly nine miles of cross-country 
ski trail groomed for public skiing throughout the win­
ter. 

In days gone by the winter was a time for story 
telling, craftwork, and even some recreation. Many of 
our earliest records of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara 
were written in the winter, as this was also the time that 
fur traders came into the area of the Knife River Vil­
lages to make trades for prime buffalo robes. Lewis and 
Clark and their Corps of Discovery spent the winter of 
1804-5 near these villages at Fort Mandan. The vil­
lages had many contacts with other groups of people 
farther along the trail west to the Pacific Ocean. The 
Captains wished to get as much information as they 
could about people they were to encounter along the 
way. The villagers were able to supply com and other 
food items much needed by the Corps of Discovery. 

During the winter, Lewis and Clark described a winter 
game played by the villagers called Tchung-kee (pro­
nounced chun-ke). This was an ancient and widespread 
sport among Native Americans of the plains. It was 
played by men using six-foot long spear-like poles 
which they tossed at a doughnut-shaped stone rolled 
along the course. A favorite winter pastime for young 
people was sledding, which provided an opportunity 
for courtship. Sleds were made of a single bison robe or 
of ribs lashed together with sinew. 

So remember, Knife River Indian Villages National 
Historical Site is not only a wonderful place to visit in 
the summer, it is also magical in the winter. Come and 
visit us! 

Tuesday evening programs dur­
ing the summer include slide 
s h o w s , I n d i a n d a n c e p e r f o r ­
mances, workshops and demon­
strations, such as hide tanning. 

Volunteers and staff will dress in period costume to re-enact a trading en­
campment during Village Indian Trade Days the third weekend in July. 

Park Service celebrates 75th Anniversary in 1991 
The National Park Service will be celebrating its Diamond Anniversary in 1991. 

Special events are being scheduled across the country to help commemorate this 
milestone, to foster a better understanding about accomplishments of this federal 
agency, and to show that "National Park Service professionals are rededicated to their 
fundamental mission as archivists of the nation's history, providers of educational 
and leisure time opportunities, and protectors of our vast but limited resources for 
future generations." 
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