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ROOSEVELT AND THE STOCKMEN’S ASSOCIATION 95

depredations of Indian thieves was also brought before the
meeting.®

During this convention of April, 1885, Roosevelt took a very
inconspicuous part. The minutes do not indicate that he voiced
his opinions once nor was he appointed on any of the committees.

No other contemporary writer described the general roundups
in the Badlands better than Roosevelt himself. The purpose of
the general roundup, which was held in the late spring and early
summer, was to brand cattle. The horses needed for it, which
usually grazed on the range throughout the winter, were gathered
early in April and fed grain to give them added strength. The
captain or foreman, upon whom the efficiency of the roundup
depended, was chosen in advance of the date on which it com-
menced. He was in complete control and everyone owed him obed-
ience. Since the Little Missouri group was affiliated with the
Montana Stockgrowers Association, the boundaries of its roundup
district were determined by the latter organization. The Little
Missouri roundup worked partly in conjunction with the adjoining
district in Montana. Usually, it was necessary for each ranch to
have representatives in other districts, in addition to those in its
own. Each outfit had its own wagon, driven by the cook, which
carried the bedding, food and other provisions for its men. The
actual work of the roundup was done by the cowboys or “‘cow-
punchers” as they were frequently called. There were at least
twelve cowboys and several representatives from other roundup
districts. The number of men ranged to fifty or more men. Each
cowboy had a string of eight or ten ponies. Taking charge of the
horses were the “horse wranglers.” There were at least two of
these since one herded during the day and the other at night.
Much of the work on the roundup consisted in cutting out, roping
and branding the calves. The “beef roundups” were held later
in the year for the purpose of gathering steers intended for
immediate shipment.”

(To be concluded in Volume 17, No. 3)

®1/bid., 29, 30-38; Fletcher, op. cit., 39.
©Roosevelt, op. cit.,, 46-71; Fletcher, op. eit., 5-14.
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