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N ATIO NAL M E M O R IA L PARK 
NORTH DAKOTA

W IL D  A N IM A L S  C A N  BE D A N G E R O U S
BISON, though apparently  tranquil,  are wild and  
if d isturbed or annoyed may attack you. For your 
own protection, v iew them from a safe distance  
RATTLESNAKES don't always give a ‘warning be­
fore they str ike Be on the alert  while walking in 
the park. PRAIRIE DOGS can inflict a painful bite 
if you attem pt to feed them; also, their burrows  
may harbor rattlesnakes Any W IL D  A N IM A L  may  
suddenly bound into the path  of a moving vehicle 
To avoid accidents, drive w ith  caution M an y  
species are m o re  active during the hours of dark 
ness, when visibility is restricted.

heodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park, administered by 
the National Park Service. U S Department of the Interior, 
covers about 285 square kilometers (110 square miles) in 
three units A superintendent, whose address is Medora, ND 
58645, is in immediate charge

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Depart­
ment has responsibility for most of our nationally owned 
public lands and natural resources This includes fostering 
the wisest use of our land and water resources, protecting 
our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental and 
cultural values of our national parks and historical places, 
and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor 
recreation The Department assesses our energy and mineral 
resources and works to assure that their development is in 
the best interests of all our people The Department also has 
a major responsibility for American Indian reservation com 
munities and for people who live in Island Territories under 
U S administration 

N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e  
U S . D E P A R T M E N T  o f  th e  IN T E R IO R

This n a t io n a l m e m o r ia l p a rk  h o n o rs  T heodore  
R o o se ve lt. In  h is  N o r th  D a k o ta  c a t t le  ra n c h e s  d u r ­
in g  th e  1 880s  R o o s e v e lt h a d  a  la b o ra to ry  in  w h ic h  
he  b e g an  to  d e v e lo p  h is  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  p ra c t ic a l  
c o n s e rv a tio n . H e a lso  le a rn e d  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  
W e s t—its  p ro b le m s  a n d  i t s  ru g g e d  s e tt le rs . A s  
P re s id e n t (1901 -9 ). h is  n a t io n a l c o n s e rv a t io n  
p o l ic y  w as b a s e d  u p o n  w ise  use o f  th e  N a tio n 's  
n a tu ra l re s o u rc e s  in  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t—a m a jo r  
m ile s to n e  in  re s o u rc e  m a n a g e m en t.

TH E B A D L A N D S  OF N O R T H  D A K O T A
T hese b a d la n d s  s tra d d le  th e  f in a l 3 2 0  k ilo m e te rs  
(20 0  m iles) o f  th e  L it t le  M is s o u r i R ive r and  span 
its  v a lle y  fo r  a d is ta n c e  o f  8 to  48  k ilo m e te rs  (5  to  
30  m iles.) M o v in g  w a te rs  c a rv e d  th is  va lle y , one 
o f  m an y  th a t  have c u t  in to  th e  a n c ie n t, p re -g la c ia l 
p la ins . S ta r t in g  som e  60  m illio n  yea rs  ago , th e  
w a te rs  c a rr ie d  e ro d e d  m a te r ia ls  e a s tw a rd  fro m  
th e  R o cky  M o u n ta in s  and  d e p o s ite d  th e m  as se d i­
m e n ts  on a v a s t lo w la n d . Then fo llo w e d  a w a rm  
ra in y  p e r io d  o f  m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  w h e n  a ju n g le  
c o v e re d  a la rg e  a rea o f  th e  f la t  lo w la n d s  and 
sw a m ps . S om e  o f  th e  sw a m p  v e g e ta t io n  w as 
b u rie d  by n e w  la y e rs  o f  se d im e n t, and  e v e n tu a lly  
becam e lig n ite , a ty p e  o f  s o f t  coa l.

D u r in g  th e  f in a l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  p la in s , c lo u d s  
o f  ash, f ro m  th e  m o u n ta in -b u ild in g  v o lc a n o e s  o f  
th e  w e s t, d r i f te d  e a s tw a rd  and s e tt le d  on th is  land. 
In tim e , th e  ash  d e c o m p o s e d  and to d a y  is exposed  
in la ye rs  o f  b lu e  b e n to n ite  c lay.

A f te r  th e  p la in s  had been th u s  d e v e lo p e d , m any 
s tre a m s  th a t  d ra in e d  th is  land  s ta r te d  to  c u t  d ow n  
th ro u g h  th e  s o f t  s tra ta  and  to  s c u lp tu re  th e  bad­
la n d s  in an in f in ite  v a r ie ty  o f b u tte s , ta b le la n d s , 
va lle y s , and  g o rg e s .

S ta r t in g  som e  6 ,0 0 0  to  3 ,0 0 0  yea rs  a g o  and  c o n ­
t in u in g  in to  th e  p re s e n t, g ra ss  f ire s  and  l ig h tn in g  
o c c a s io n a lly  se t f i r e  to  exp o sed  v e in s  o f  lig n ite . 
The  hea t f ro m  th e s e  f ir e s  bakes th e  s u rro u n d in g  
sand  and  c la y  to  a n a tu ra l, re d -b r ic k  m a te r ia l, 
lo c a lly  ca lle d  " s c o r ia ."  T h is  red  sco ria , v e ry  re s is ­
ta n t  to  e ro s io n , is  a la te  a d d it io n  to  th e  c o lo r fu l 
ro c k s  o f  th e  bad lands .

T he in te rd e p e n d e n t w e b  o f  life  o f  th e  b a d la n d s  
d e p en d s  u pon  th e  g rasses and  u pon  a va ila b le  
w a te r. W ith o u t  th e  g ra sses  and  o th e r  p la n ts , th e  
an im a ls  have  no  fo o d . W ith o u t w a te r , th e  p la n ts  
have no life . A v a ila b le  w a te r  d ic ta te s  lo c a tio n , 
k in d s , q u a n t ity ,  and  th e  success  o f  p la n t g ro w th .  
R a in fa ll is  m o s tly  f ro m  M a y  th ro u g h  J u ly  and 
a ve ra g e s  o n ly  3 7 .5  c e n tim e te rs  (15  inches) a yea r.

G rasses can  th r iv e  on  th is  a m o u n t o f  w a te r. 
T h e re fo re , th e y  a re  th e  d o m in a n t v e g e ta t io n  and  
re p re s e n t th e  o ld e s t and  m o s t e n d u r in g  g ro u n d  
c o v e r. B ushes re q u ire  m o re  m o is tu re  th a n  
g rasses , b u t so m e  can  g ro w  here . T he  sa g e b ru sh , 
f o r  in s ta n c e , g ro w s  e v e ry w h e re  because  its  lo n g  
ro o ts  can  re a ch  d o w n  in  th e  so il to  m o is tu re . T rees 
a re  fo u n d  o n ly  in  lo c a t io n s  m o s t fa v o ra b le  to  th e m  
because  th e y  re q u ire  m uch  w a te r  o v e r  a lo n g e r  
p e rio d .

Typical badlands scenery

Roosevelt's Maltese C ross Cabin

Roosevelt in 1 8 84

T h e re  is  e n o u g h  m o is tu re  on r iv e rb a n k s  and  in 
ra v in e s  to  s u s ta in  g ro v e s  o f  c o tto n w o o d s , w h ic h  
o f fe r  fo o d  and  s h e lte r  fo r  w h ite ta i l  and  m u le  deer. 
The n o r th - fa c in g  s lopes  g e t less sun  and  th e re ­
fo re  have  less e v a p o ra tio n . T h is  p e rm its  th e  
g ro w th  o f  g re e n  ash and  ju n ip e r  tre e s , w he re a s  
th e  w a rm e r  and  d r ie r  s o u th - fa c in g  d ra in a g e s  de­
v e lo p  s e m ia r id  h a b ita t p la n ts  su ch  as yu cca , ca c ­
tu s , g re a s e w o o d , and a fe w  sp e c ia lize d  grasses.

R a b b its , b e a ve rs , ra c c o o n s , p o rc u p in e s , and 
p ra ir ie  d o g s  e a t p la n ts  and , in tu rn ,  b e co m e  fo o d  
fo r  c o y o te s , fo xe s , b o b c a ts , g o ld e n  eag les, and 
o th e r  p re d a to ry  b ird s . R e p tile s  and  s m a lle r  b ird s  
and  m am m a ls  he lp  to  m a in ta in  c o n t ro l o f  th e  in ­
s e c t p o p u la tio n .

H um ans have  caused  m an y  ch a n ge s  in  th e  w e b  o f  
life  he re . B y s h o o tin g  o r  c a p tu re , th e y  have re ­
d u ce d  th e  w ild  h o rse s  to  one  sm a ll he rd . A n d  in 
th is  a rea , th e y  h u n te d  to  e x t in c t io n  th e  w a p it i 
( "e lk " ) , w o lf ,  b ig h o rn , b iso n  ( "b u f fa lo " ) ,  and  a n te ­
lope . B u t th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ic e  and th e  S ta te  
have re s to re d  th e  b ig h o rn , b iso n , and  an te lop e .

THE F IR S T  C A T T LE  R A N C H E S
In th e  1 8 8 0 s  th e  w e s te rn  D a ko ta s  w e re  a va s t 
a rea  o f  u n s u rv e y e d  p u b lic  la n d  th a t  co u ld  n o t 
be p r iv a te ly  o w n e d  o r  fe n c e d . W h e n  th e  N o r th e rn  
P a c ific  R a ilro a d  passed th ro u g h  N o r th  D ako ta  
and  m ade  th e  a rea  e c o n o m ic a lly  a cce ss ib le , ad ­
v e n tu ro u s  m en  w h o  h o p ed  to  m ake  m on e y  in th e  
o p e n -ra n g e  c a t t le  bus in e ss , began  to  m ove  in. 
T he y  needed  o n ly  to  b u y  c a t t le  a n d  le t th e ir  s to ck  
ro a m  a t w il l ,  fe e d in g  o f f  th e  g ra sse s  o f  th e  p u b lic  
d o m a in .

T h e o d o re  R o o se ve lt, a y o u n g  N e w  Y o rk  assem bly- 
m an, a r r iv e d  in  th e  b a d la n d s  in  S e p te m b e r 1883  
fo r  a b u f fa lo  h u n t. T he  b iso n  w e re  a lre a d y  b e co m ­
in g  sca rce  because  o f  s la u g h te r  b y  th e  h ide  h u n t­
e rs. R o o s e v e lt asked  a n u m b e r o f  ra n c h e rs  fo r  
a d v ic e  on w h e re  to  f in d  th e  b iso n  and  a lso  d is ­
cussed  w ith  th e m  th e  p ro s p e c ts  fo r  th e  o p e n -ra ng e  
c a t t le  bus iness . B e fo re  re tu rn in g  to  th e  east 
co a s t, he jo in e d  tw o  o th e r  m en as a p a rtn e r  in  th e  
M a lte s e  C ro ss  R anch . A s  h is  c o n tr ib u t io n  he 
b o u g h t 4 0 0  s h o r th o rn  c a tt le  to  g ra ze  on th e  p u b ­
lic  d o m a in . H is  p a rtn e rs  w e re  to  ta k e  ca re  o f  th e  
ra n c h  o p e ra tio n s .

A f te r  a ra th e r  u n s u c c e s s fu l h u n t, R o o se ve lt re ­
tu rn e d  to  N e w  Y o rk  and  in  N o v e m b e r w a s  re ­
e le c te d  to  th e  S ta te  A sse m b ly . A  fe w  m o n th s  la te r, 
in F e b ru a ry  1 8 8 4 , h is  w ife  and  m o th e r  d ied  on th e  
sam e day. H is m in d  and s p ir i t  w e re  heavy w ith  
g r ie f  and  lo n e lin e ss , and  th e  y o u n g  m an re tu rn e d  
to  th e  D a k o ta  ra n ch  to  re g a in  h is  v ig o r  and sense 
o f  p u rp o s e  th ro u g h  p h y s ic a l and  bus in e ss  a c t iv i­

t ie s . T h is  s o jo u rn  in  th e  ba d la nd s  a lso  e n a b led  him  
to  a vo id  c a m p a ig n in g  as an a c tiv e  R e p u b lica n  fo r  
Ja m e s  G. B la ine  fo r  P re s id e n t. He e s ta b lis h e d  a 
se co n d  o p e n -ra n g e  ra n c h , th e  E lk h o rn , as h is o w n  
o p e ra t io n  w h ile  c o n t in u in g  as a p a r tn e r  in th e  
M a lte s e  C ross.

T ra il d r iv e s  o f  la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f  c a t t le  w e re  f re ­
q u e n t in  th e  188 0s . The  c a t t le  w e re  d r iv e n  a ll th e  
w a y  f ro m  th e  T exas-O k lahom a  b o rd e r  on th e  Red 
R ive r, som e  1 ,9 2 0  k ilo m e te rs  (1 ,2 0 0  m iles) to  
c h o ic e  g ra ss la n d s  n e a r M e d o ra  a n d  o th e r  p o in ts  in  

N o r th  D ako ta  and  M o n ta n a . T h is  " in v a s io n "  w a s  in ­
c re a s in g  th e  n u m b e r o f  c a t t le  in  th e  b a d la n d s  w ith  
l i t t le  th o u g h t  a b o u t th e  c a p a c ity  o f  th e  g rasses 
to  s u p p o r t th e m . T hen  cam e  d is a s te r.

In 18 8 6 , an u n u s u a lly  h o t and d ry  s u m m e r th a t  
sea red  th e  ra n g e la n d  w as fo llo w e d  by a seve re  
w in te r .  T he  in te n s e  c o ld  w as  a c c o m p a n ie d  by 
heavy s n o w fa lls  th a t ,  in  m any a reas, b u r ie d  th e  
g ra s s  th e  c a t t le  w o u ld  fe e d  u p o n  d u r in g  w in te rs  
o f  l ig h t  s n o w fa ll.  C a tt le  w a n d e re d  fo r  m ile s  seek­
in g  p a s tu re , o n ly  to  d ie  o f  s ta rv a t io n  and  e xh a us ­
t io n . S om e h e rd s  w e re  a lm o s t w ip e d  o u t and  m any 
o f  th e  c a tt le m e n  w e n t b ro k e , in c lu d in g  so m e  o w n ­
e rs  o f  th e  la rg e s t h e rd s . R o o se ve lt 's  o p e ra tio n s  
w e re  o f  m ed iu m  size, and  h is h e rd s  w e re  g re a tly  
re d u ce d . B u t he w as  n o t th e re  to  w itn e s s  his 
losses.

He had re tu rn e d  to  N ew  Y o rk  in th e  la te  s u m m e r o f  
1 8 8 6  to  s ta n d  fo r  e le c t io n  fo r  m a y o r  o f  N e w  Y o rk ; 
in N o v e m b e r he w a s  s e v e re ly  d e fe a te d . The  n e x t 
m o n th  he w as in  E ng land  w h e re  he m a rr ie d  his 
se co n d  w ife , E d ith  K e rm it  C a row . T he y  sp e n t th e  
w in te r  t ra v e lin g  in  E u rope . H o w e v e r, R o o se ve lt 
d id  n o t fo rg e t  h is ra n ch e s , th o u g h  h is in te re s t  de­
c lin e d , and  he s p e n t o n ly  p a rts  o f  5 y e a rs — 18 8 7 , 
1 8 8 8 , 18 9 0 , 1 8 9 3 , 1 8 9 6  — in th e  b a d la nd s . M e a n ­
w h ile  he p u rs u e d  an in c re a s in g ly  s u c c e s s fu l 
p o lit ic a l c a re e r in  th e  East. He w as a p p o in te d  U-S. 
C iv il S e rv ic e  C o m m is s io n e r in 1 8 8 9 , p re s id e n t o f  
N e w  Y o rk  C ity  P o lice  B o a rd  in 1 8 9 5 , and A s s is ta n t 
S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  N a vy  in  18 9 7 . T h is  p o s t he re­
s ig n e d  in 18 9 8 ; he c a m p a ig n e d  fo r  and  w as 
e le c te d  G o v e rn o r  o f  N e w  Y o rk  th a t  N o v e m b e r to  
se rve  fo r  2 yea rs . R o o se ve lt d isp o se d  o f  h is in ­

v e s tm e n t in N o r th  D a ko ta  in 1898.

A s P re s id e n t o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  R o o se ve lt 
ju d g e d  th e  use o f  th e  N a tio n 's  n a tu ra l re so u rce s  
b y  va lu e s  th a t  w e re  s c ie n t if ic ,  s c e n ic , and 
h is to r ic ,  as w e ll as e c o n o m ic . He fo s te re d  th e  
e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  F o re s t S e rv ic e  in th e  U.S. 
D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g r ic u ltu re  to  m a in ta in  th e  fo re s ts  
p e rp e tu a lly .  He a lso  s ig n e d  th e  A n t iq u it ie s  A c t 
w h ic h  p ro v id e d  th a t  a reas o f  o u ts ta n d in g  a rc h e ­
o lo g ic a l and  h is to r ic a l va lues  c o u ld  be se t as ide  as 
n a tio n a l m o n u m e n ts  b y  P re s id e n tia l p ro c la m a tio n . 
B y  th is  a c t, R o o s e v e lt p ro c la im e d  15 n a tio n a l 
m o n u m e n ts  and  o b ta in e d  c o n g re s s io n a l a p p ro v a l 
f o r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  f iv e  n a tio n a l p a rks .
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W H A T  TO  SEE A N D  DO
The park is open all year, but the best time to visit is from 
May through October During the winter months, portions 
of the park road may be closed, depending on snow 
conditions

You are invited to attend the park's summer interpretive 
programs Ask at the visitor center or the entrance station 
about the free campfire programs and guided walks.

An extensive system of back-country trails covers the park. 
Back-country use is regulated; for further information and a 
free back-country camping permit, ask at the visitor center.

In  th e  N o r th  U n it
A SCENIC DRIVE starts at the entrance station and ends at 
Oxbow Overlook Along this 21 -kilometer (13 mile) drive are 
several turnouts and interpretive signs. Trailers should not 
be taken beyond Squaw Creek Campground

A small herd of longhorn steers may be seen between the 
entrance station and Squaw Creek Campground. Some long­
horns were trail-driven north from Texas along the Long X 
Trail which crosses the park

At slump block, a huge section of the bluff has slipped to 
the valley floor. Continued erosion has moved the face of the 
bluff farther back from this slump. The bands of color in the 
slump, once horizontal, are now at an angle, but it is easy to 
match the colors with the remnants at the top of the bluff.

Caprock Coulee Nature Trail. About 2f j  kilometers (IV 2 

miles) westward of the Squaw Creek Campground is the 
start of a 1 2-kilometer (3/4-mile) self-guiding trail inter­
preting badlands coulees (dry water gulches) and breaks 
(interruptions in the grassy plains)

Sperati Point, accessible from Oxbow Overlook by trail, is 
the narrowest gateway in the badlands The flow of the Little 
Missouri once continued north from here Blocked during the 
ice age, the river broke through the gap between this point 
and the Achenback Hills on the other side While the river 
still flows northward to this area, it makes a sharp turn to 
the east

In  th e  S o u th  U n it
A stop at the museum in the VISITOR CENTER will enrich your 
visit The restored Maltese Cross Cabin, used by Roosevelt 
on his visits, has been relocated behind this building.

PAINTED CANYON OVERLOOK isabout 1 1 kilometers (7 miles) 
east of Medora along Int 94, at Exit 8 Here on the upper 
margin of the badlands is a magnificent view of its topog­
raphy and colors Restrooms, picnic shelters, tables, fire­
places, and water are available

SCENIC LOOP ROAD is a drive of about 61 kilometers (38  
miles) along a good paved road. There are a number of 
interpretive turnouts for views of significant park features

At Scoria Point, massive bluffs capped with red scoria show 
the place where a vein of lignite (coal) burned away and 
baked the surrounding sand and clay into this natural brick, 
or scoria Erosion has since removed the earth above this 
erosion-resistant material

At Badlands Overlook, across the expanse of the Paddock 
Creek drainage, you can see hummocks covered with scoria.

This burning lignite vein was started from a lightning- 
caused prairie fire in 1951 The intense heat is baking the 
adjacent clay and sand into bricklike scoria Burning of coal 
makes an empty space into which the land above collapses 
to create a broken landscape

A short walk leads to Buck Hill, the highest point in the park 
- 8 7 0  2 meters (2 ,855 feet) Note the plantlife on the dry 
and hot south-facing slopes, and the tree growth on the 
moist and cool north-facing slopes

At Wind Canyon, a short self-guiding nature trail up the 
ridge overlooks the graceful oxbow in the Little Missouri 
River

During the heyday of the early cattle ranches in the 1880s, 
Peaceful Valley was a horse ranch The high central section 
of the ranchhouse was built about 1885

A C C O M M O D A T IO N S  A N D  S E R V IC E S
Entrance fees are collected during the summer season

Camping facilities include Cottonwood Campground (108  
sites) in the South Unit and Squaw Creek Campground (30  
sites) in the North Unit Campsites are on a first-come basis; 
there are no trailer hookups. You will find other camp­
grounds near the park.

Group camping is available in the South Unit only, at the 
Halliday Well and Roughrider Campgrounds Groups must 
have a written reservation from the park superintendent. 
Riding groups with their own horses should write the 
superintendent to make special arrangements

Picnicking is permitted at Painted Canyon, Peaceful Valley, 
and Squaw Creek. Please do not use the campground for 
picnicking.

Saddle horses are for rent at Peaceful Valley in summer only. 
Guides are provided with all rides

Supplies and accommodations. Near the South Unit—Medora 
has stores for supplies, service stations, restaurants, motels, 
and souvenir shops. Near the North Unit—Watford City, 24 
kilometers (15 miles) north of the park entrance, has food 
stores, service stations, motels, restaurants, and souvenir and 
other shops

R E G U LA T IO N S
Use motor vehicles and bicycles only on designated roads 
Off-road and cross-country vehicular travel are prohibited

Keep pets leashed and under control; they are not allowed 
on trails or in buildings

You may build fires only in the fire grates that are provided 
at campgrounds and picnic areas. No fires are permitted in 
the back country

All accidents involving personal injury or apparent property 
damage must be reported promptly

Weapons must be broken down and encased inside the park 
Hunting is prohibited

The use or possession of fireworks or other explosives is 
prohibited

The park environment is fragile and susceptible to damage. 
Leave all natural features undisturbed and do not feed or 
molest the wildlife Collecting is prohibited

WE RE JOINING THE METRIC WORLD 
The National Park Service is introducing metric 

measurements to help Americans become 
acquainted with the metric system and to make inter­

pretation more meaningful for park visitors 
from other nations.

CHATEAU DE MORES STATE HISTORIC SITE 
This 27-room chateau across the river from Medora, 

was built in 1884 by the Marquis de Mores for his wife 
He was a wealthy French nobleman who built a slaughter­

house to process beef from his large herds for shipping 
to the Eastern markets in the new refrigerated railroad 

cars He also built the village, named for his wife, Medora, 
and persuaded the Northern Pacific Railroad to build a 

station there He was an acquaintance of Theodore 
Roosevelt. The chateau is open to visitors all year 

depending on the weather


