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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

At 3:31 in the afternoon of September 14, 1901, Theodore Roosevelt took the
oath of office as president of the United States, a few hours after President
McKinley’s unexpected death from wounds suffered in an assassination at-
tempt a week earlier. The simple ceremony took place in the library of 641
Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New York, home of Mr. and Mrs. Ansley Wilcox,
friends of the new president. Sixty-five years later, this poignant moment in
its history led to the house’s preservation as a national historic site. Federal-
ly owned since 1969, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site is
administered by the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation under a
cooperative agreement with the National Park Service.

In the years since it became a public site, the Ansley Wilcox house has under-
gone partial restoration of the first floor, largely gutted in the 1930s to accom-
modate a restaurant. Three rooms—the library, the dining room, and a
bedroom on the second floor—have also been furnished by the foundation to
give visitors some sense of what the house looked like when it briefly served
as President Roosevelt’s headquarters.

This report is designed to bring together the available information on the
house and its furnishings, its occupants, and Theodore Roosevelt’s tem-
porary residency, which catapulted the house into the national limelight.
Much of this information is already recorded in existing room furnishing
plans and other research or planning documents, but the site has long felt
the need for an integrated study that interpreters and planners may more
readily use. The report’s furnishing recommendations, based on this informa-
tion and some new data, reflect the National Park Service’s commitment to
the principle of “no restoration without documentation,” to borrow a phrase
from the political arena,



PRIOR PLANNING DOCUMENTS
Planning documents affecting the use and management of the structure are:

ID LCS: 032982, Management Category A, must be preserved. Added to the
National Register November 2, 1966.

Historic Structures Report, Ansley Wilcox House NHS: Part II, November
1969.

Walter S. Dunn, Jr., “Furnishing Plan,” Ansley Wilcox House, ¢a.1969-1970,
typed draft.

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site, “Interpretive Prospec-
tus,” 1970.

Walter S. Dunn, Jr., “Revised Furnishing Plan,” Ansley Wilcox House, July
20, 1973.

Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, notes on the dining room and
bedroom for the use of tour guides, ca.1983. Notes on “Furnishings Plan,
Morning Room,” 1986.

augural National Historic Site, Ainsley {sic] Wilcox House, Buffalo, New
York, 1986.”
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THE ANSLEY WILCOX HOUSE AND ITS FURNISHINGS

STRUCTURAL HISTORY

The front portion of the Ansley Wilcox house—now the parlors, hall, library
and an open space upstairs formerly occupied by four bedrooms—wasg built in
1838 as officers’ quarters, part of the military installation known as the Poin-
gett or Buffalo Barracks. In the early 1840s the occupants were a Captain
Casey and Maj. Robert C. Wood, surgeon of the 2d Infantry Regiment, whose
wife was a daughter of Gen. (later President) Zachary Taylor. 1

Vacated by the Army in 1845, the officers’ quarters passed into private hands.
The first owner was Joseph G. Masten (1847-1863). The next owner, Albert
P. Laning (1863-1881), made substantial changes, moving the portico from
the east end to the west or Delaware Avenue end, adding a service wing and
full basement, and probably making interior improvements to make the
former barracks more homelike. Frederick A. Bell bought the property in
1881 but sold it two years later to Dexter P. Rumsey, who immediately
presented the house (but not the deed) to his daughter Mary Grace and her
husband Ansley Wilcox, married just a week before on November 20, 1883. It
remained their home until their deaths in the early 1930s.2

Although they never actually owned the house, the Wilcoxes almost totally
revamped it in the 18908 with the help of Buffalo architect George Cary.
Within the original building, two rooms on the south side of the first floor be-
came a library, with a bay window and built-in bookshelves, while the two
rooms across the hall became a double parlor. The Laning service wing came
down, to be replaced by a larger wing comprising, on the first floor, a morning
room, a dining room, and several service rooms; on the second floor, three

1 Mrs. Anna Hoxsie Cook to Ansley Wilcox, Buffalo, September 23, 1901 (Wilcox
Collection, Buffale and Erie County Historical Society, hersafter cited as BECHS). Mrs.
Cook’s early memories of the house were limited to a “tot’s acquaintance with two tiny
daughters of Dr. Wood’s, who possessed the extraordinary nicknames of ‘Puss’ and ‘Dump’;
also swinging on their gate...from the high whitewashed fence on the Delaware St. side,
staring with terror and awe over to the cemetery opposite, which was not alone the home of
many dead, but the abiding place of a poor demented man, whom we children tremblingly
invited forth and at once ran away from. ‘Crazy Robinson’...frequently emerged, with his
scanty clothing and his long white beard blown by the wind, from his doleful haunt, to obtain
food and warmth from the officers and soldiers quarters at the garrison opposite.”

2 William O. Shelgrin and Walter S. Dunn, Jr., Part I Historic Structures Report, Ansley

Wilcox House NHS (Washington: Office of Archeology and Histeric Preservation, National
Park Service, November 1969). See pp. 3-4.



new bedrooms and three bathrooms; and on the third floor, several rooms for
servants and for storage. The result, at least on the first floor, was an eclec-
tic blend of styles of which the Greek Revival facade gave no hint—late Vie-
torian in the library, Tudor Gothic in the morning room, and Corinthian
Colonial in the dining room. Sitting above and far back from busy Delaware
Avenue, the Ansley Wilcox mansion, as it came to be known, was one of the
city’s notable homes, as befitted the social status of a prominent lawyer mar-
ried to the daughter of one of Buffalo’s wealthiest citizens.

After Mrs. Wilcox’s death, the Rumsey estate leased the house in 1938 to Mr.
and Mrs. Oliver Lawrence, owners of the Kathryn Lawrence Tea Room (later
Restaurant). The Lawrences carried out substantial remodelling to create
large dining rooms on the first and second floors and several smaller dining
rooms on the first floor. Original ceilings and some wood trim survived, but
the original character of the interior was lost. Outside, the facade remained
intact, but the carriage house on the north side was torn down and a small
two-floor addifion was built at the northeast corner of the house. The
Lawrences bought the property from the Rumsey estate in 1947.

After Mrs. Lawrence’s death in 1959, the former Wilcox mansion stood empty
and threatened with demolition until its purchase in 1964 by the Liberty Na-
tional Bank and subsequent sale to the United States Government after pas-
sage of Public Law 88-708, November 2, 1966, authorizing establishment of
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site.

Once the building’s preservation was assured, the recently formed Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, in cooperation with the National Park
Service, undertook a partial restoration of the house interior to its ap-
pearance at the time of Roosevelt’s succession to the presidency. Since 1969
the principal first floor rooms and one second floor bedroom have been faith-
fully restored with the help of original architectural drawings produced by
George Cary’s staff in 1896 and a few early photographs, The rest of the
houseawhich is devoted to adaptive uses, has been stabilized but not res-
tored.

3 Ibid, pp. 4-6. For a more detailed account of the building’s owners and tenants, see
appendix A: Walter Dunn’s “Analysis of Historic Qecupancy.”

4  Restoration plans are set forth in the Historic Structures Report, previously cited, pp.
11-14.
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THE OCCUPANTS

In 1901, 641 Delaware Avenue was home to Ansley Wilcox, a prominent Buf-
falo lawyer; his wife, Mary Grace Rumsey Wilcox; Cornelia (Nina) Rumsey
Wilcox, Mr. Wilcox'’s daughter by his first wife; and Frances Wilcox, his
daughter by his second wife. Occasional temporary residents included
Wilcox’s unmarried sister Mabel and their mother, Frances Louisa Ansley
Wilcox. Several female servants lived in, as did Mrs. Wilcox’s Canadian com-
panion, Miss Farncomb, and her successor.

Ansley Wilcox

Born on January 27, 1856, in Summerville, Georgia, Ansley Wilcox was the
son of Connecticut-born Daniel Hand Wilcox and his Georgia-bred wife, the
former Frances Louisa Ansley. He spent his childhood in Georgia and Con-
necticut. After graduating from Yale College in 1874 and spending a year at
Oxford University in England, he settled in Buffalo and entered on his legal
career as a member of the firm of Crowley, Movius & Wilcox. He continued to
practice law in Buffalo under various names (Movius & Wilcox, Wilcox &
Miner, Wilcox & Bull, Wilcox & Van Allen) until his retirement in 1917. Best
known as a corporation lawyer, Ansley Wilcox was also active in civil service
reform and in efforts to preserve the area around Niagara Falls from adverse
development. Wilcox was also professor of medical jurisprudence at the
University of Buffalo from 1885 to 1906. Though he never sought political of-
fice, he promoted the idea of holding city and county elections in odd-num-
bered years and state and national elections in even-numbered years, was a
founder of the National Civil Service Reform League, and served for more
than 25 years as president of the Buffalo Civil Service Reform Association.
He was also president of the Charity Organization Society of Buffalo and a
founder of the Wanakah Club. As governor of New York (1899-1900),
Theodore Roosevelt showed his confidence in Wilcox by appointing him to
hear charges against the district attorney of New York County and to a com-
mission to investigate alleged cruelty to prisoners at the Elmira Refor-
matory.

Wilcox was married twice. His first wife, Cornelia Coburn Rumsey, was the
older daughter of Dexter P. Rumsey, prominent Buffalo businessman and

5 Walter R. Dunn, Jr., “Furnishing Plan” for Library, Ansley Wilcox House, typed draft,
ca. 1970, pp. 21-24.




landholder. They were married on January 17, 1878; just short of three
years later, on December 22, 1880, Cornelia died at the age of 28, leaving a
six-week-old daughter, christened Cornelia, but usually called Nina. On
November 20, 1883, Wilcox took as his second wife his first wife’s sister, Mary
Grace Rumsey. A daughter, Frances, born in November 1884, was their only
child. Although it lasted for 47 years, Ansley and Grace Wilcox’s marriage
was characterized by a coldness and lack of intimacy that friends of the two
children remembered many years later.” The marriage did survive, however,
and in his last days, at least, Mr. Wilcox had two portraits of his wife [or
wives?] in his bedroom. When asked by his nurse which he preferred, Mr.
Wilcox is reported to have replied, “They were both pretty good glrls.”'7

For all his prominence in public affairs, Ansley Wilcox’s personality remains
somewhat shadowy. Photographs reveal little beyond the fact that he was a
handsome young man who aged with dignity but was not readily distinguish-
able from other business or professional men of his class and time. A
childhood friend of his older daughter remembered that he was rather
awkward with children, although he did play with Nina a little when he was
dressing for dinner.

The same writer also recalled Mr. Wilcox’s “clumsy assumption of interest” in
the children’s amusements and the “kindly” pat on the shoulder he would be-
stow on little Nina when “the children’s hour” was over. A friend of Wilcox’s
sister Mabel felt, however, that he enjoyed young people and encouraged
them to visit the house.?

An independent Republican, Wilcox was one of the “Mugwumps” who sup-
ported the 1884 presidential candidacy of Grover Cleveland, Democratic
mayor of Buffalo, over James G. Blaine. His friendships with Presidents
Roosevelt and Taft, both of whom had visited him in Buffalo, were tested in
the 1912 election; Wilcox gave his support to Taft in preference to Roosevelt’s
maverick “Bull Moose” candidacy. Another child of those days, recalling Mr.

6 Mabel Dodge Luhan, Intimate Memories: Background (New York: Harcourt, Brace and
Company, 1933, p. 72; Gilbertine Coakley (Mrs. Porter) Norton, interview, 1974, transcript
in site files.

7  Violet Kendall, interview, 1982, transcript in site files. The context suggests that the
portraits or photographs were of his two wives, who were sisters, rather than two of Grace
Wilcox.

8  Luhan, Intimate Memories, p. 72.

9  Ibid., p. 73; Mrs. Nathaniel K.B. Patch, interview, April 30, 1969, transcript in site files.
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Wilcox seventy or so years later, felt that he was a man with great political
power, who preferred to “stay in the background” and avoid publicity.

“Friends thought he lacked a sense of humor and was rather stolid,” the
same source said, “but he answered them by saying he did have a sense of
humor—he just didn’t think they told funny jokes.” As an example, she cited
the following story:

Mr. Wilcox had several fine riding horses and some polo ponies he kept in his
stable behind the house. He rode in the park almost every morning....One
morning he met Mr. George Sawyer in the park, while riding his horse. The
next morning he again met-Mr. Sawyer, but he was riding one of his polo
ponies. Mr. Sawyer told him his horse had shrunk and he answered, “Oh, no,
George. This is a different horse.”!!

His niece, Mary Wilcox Plimpton, also felt Uncle Ansley was rather humor-
less. “Someone would tell a simply delightful story,” she recalled, “and he
would sit, listen and then say, I see the point, but I don’t think it is funny.’”12

After Ansley Wilcox’s death on January 26, 1930, one day before his 74th
birthday, obituaries in Buffalo and area newspapers made it clear that he
was warmly remembered as a respected lawyer and businessman and as a
leader in political reform and in many charitable and philanthropic en-
deavors. His will included cash bequests to both of his daughters, two
grandchildren, a nephew, and his lawyer. To his wife he left a piece of proper-
ty adjoining her summer residence, noting that this was his only bequest to
her because she was “already well provided for,” presumably under her
father’s estate. All his personal effects went to his younger daughter, Fran-
ces Cooke, with a request that she give a “generous portion” to his older
daughter, Nina Bull. 13

Grace Rumsey Wilcox

Born in Buffalo on December 16, 1854, Mary Grace Rumsey (known as
Grace) was the younger of Dexter P. and Mary Coburn Rumsey’s two
daughters. She attended schools in Buffalo and Farmington, Connecticut,
and as a young woman pursued additional studies in Paris. Although the na-
ture of these studies is not mentioned in the fragmentary records of her life,

10 Louise Michael, interview, n.d. (ca. 1969-70), transcript in site files.

11 TIbid.

12 Mary Wilcox Plimpton, interview, May 5, 1973, notes of Barbara Brandt in “Revised
Furnishings Plan” for dining room.

13 Notes on will of Ansley Wilcox in Surrogates Court, Buffalo, New York, File No. 91531,
compiled by Jean Sanders, Bonnie Cranna, and Marsha Rauch, 1976.




her lifelong interest in books, French and Italian antiques, and other aspects
of “culture” may well have stemmed from her early exposure to European in-
fluences.

On November 20, 1883, Grace Rumsey married Ansley Wilcox, the promising
young Buffalo lawyer who had previously married and lost her older sister
Cornelia. She thus became the stepmother of her three-year-old niece, Nina;
a year later she bore her own child, Frances. According to one, admittedly
biased, witness, Grace Rumsey Wilcox was a doting mother and a neglectful,
if not downright hateful, stepmother.1 The same source felt the marriage it-
self was a “loveless” one, while a friend of Frances intimated that Mr. and
Mrs. Wilcox occupied the same house but did not “live together” for the 46
years between Frances’ birth and Mr. Wilcox’s death in 1930.%°

The personality that emerges from the reminiscences of family and friends of
her own and the younger generation is that of a provincial grande dame of
great beauty and regal dignity; a society leader committed to cultural uplift
but not a “mover and shaker”; a rather remote parent who showed tender-
ness only toward her own daughter and seemed “scary” to small children, in-
cluding her stepdaughter.

Mrs. Wilcox appeared a cold woman to me [wrote Mabel Dodge Luhan, Nina’s
childhood friend]. She always spoke in a slow, drawling voice that made your
blood chill. She was quite beautiful, with a massive plait of blond-geld hair
and dark-blue eyes. But her mouth turned down at the corners when it was
closed, or falling open sometimes as she looked at us when we were near her,
it seemed to have a strange expression on it—of cruelty and contempt.

Chronic i1l health, including arthritis that forced her into a wheelchair a good
many years before her death, helped to reinforce the rather bleak impression
Mrs. Wilcox made on the children’s friends in childhood and later. “Mrs. Wil-
cox was a scary figure to small children who played in the house,” recalled
Louise Michael, “because she spent a lot of time resting in a dark room.
Sometimes her voice would boom out of her room asking, “‘Who is there?

14 Luhan, Intimate Memories, pp. 68-81. Mabel Dodge Luhan credited her friend Nina
with saying that her stepmother won her father by devoting herself to his orphaned child
[Nina], but that after the marriage “the warmth that Grace Rumsey had shown for the little
thing died quite away. I think,” commented Mrs. Luhan, “she hated it as soon as she was
married, and Nina has sometimes felt she has never stopped hating her.”

15 1bid., p. 72; Louise Michael, interview, ca. 1969-70.

16 Luhan, Intimate Memories, p. T1.

L R VO W——




when she heard the children playing.” Miss Michaels also remembered
Frances’ mother as being “extremely kind and having a good sense of
humor,”’

Mrs. Wilcox’s sense of humor was mentioned also by Sarah Coburn Hoff, who
visited her Cousin Grace often in the early years of the century.

Mrs. Hoff laughingly recalled that on many occasions when it was tea time,
Mrs. Wilcox's small black and white dog named Miss Barnes joined the
group. “When a cookie was put on the floor...Mrs. Wilcox would say ‘It’s
charged’ and the dog wouldn’t touch it. But as soon as she said, ‘It’s paid for,’
the dog gobbled the cookie up.”®

To Gilbertine Coakley Norton, another childhood friend of Frances Wilcox,
Mrs. Wilcox was a “beautiful, charming and generous woman” who might be
termed “self indulgent.” She was not a churchgoer and, along with the rest
of the family, became “very annoyed with Nina and her religious beliefs.”
Mrs. Wilcox “adored her daughter Frances” and, in Mrs. Norton’s estimation,
showed her stepdaughter Nina “every kindness.” She was “very devoted” to
her father, Dexter P. Rumsey, who used to take her with him on his annual
visits to St. Augustine, Florida. From Mr. Rumsey Grace Wilcox received a
substantial annual allowance of which she is said to have given $20,000 each
year to her husband.®

Mrs. Wilcox’s interest in art and architecture manifested itself in the exten-
sive remodelling of 641 Delaware Avenue between 1892 and 1897. She repor-
tedly planned the library herself, and worked with architect George Cary on
the rest of the alterations and additions.2° Although Grace Wilcox, as her
niece put it, “did not go in for interior decorating,” she was interested in anti-
ques, and on her several visits to Europe, including one of several months’
duration in 1899, acquired an eclectic collection of French and Italian anti-
ques, paintings, and objets d’art that graced the Buffalo house during her
lifetime.

Mrs. Wilcox is particularly remembered by elderly Buffalonians as the presid-
ing spirit of “The Class” (pronounced with a broad a), a ladies’ reading circle

17 Louise Michael, interview, ca. 1969-70.

18 Betty Ott Plants, “Wilcox Mansion So Fondly Recalled,” Buffalo Courier-Express, July
23, 1971.

19 Gilbertine Coakley (Mrs. Porter} Norton, interview, 1974.
20 Ibid.; Mary Wilcox Plimpton, telephone interview, February 1986, transcript in site files.

21 Ibid, See also letters from Grace to Ansley Wilcox from Italy, Austria, France, and
England during the summer and fall of 1899, in the Ansley Wilcox Collection, BECHS.



founded in the 1890s by Mrs. Edward O. Wolcott. Numbering among its care-
fully selected membership some of the most prominent women in Buffalo
society and, after 1910, a few of its “younger element,” “The Class” for many
yvears met every Monday from November to April in the library at 641
Delaware Avenue. One of the younger members recalled Mrs. Wilcox presid-
ing “with gracious benignity from her wheelchair...a woman of great inteliec-
tual power and presence, a true ‘grande dame’ of the old school.” Mrs. Wilcox
determined the program, nearly always historical, for each year; the other
ladies each took a day to read selections from the approved authors. Mrs,
Wilcox kept the members “strictly in line,” it was said, although she and the
other older ladies were “very broad-minded, and listened to some of the more
shocking passages from Greek and Roman literature with equanimity as long
as they were written by authors of repute.”

Crippled by arthritis in her later years, Grace Rumsey Wilcox preserved her
aura of graciousness and wag remembered ]%y a young friend sitting “by the
fire in the library in a beautiful tea gown.”2 She survived her husband by al-
most four years, dying on October 22, 1933, at age 78. In her will, she left the
bulk of her estate to her daughter Frances and Frances’ husband Thomas F.
Cooke, with the expressed wish that Frances should give to her half sister
Nina and her children “a generous share” of her effects, “including silver-
ware, linen, furniture, books, pictures and household ornaments.” The Wil-
cox mansion itself she could not bestov% since it reverted on her death to the
estate of her father, Dexter P. Rumsey. 4

Cornelia (Nina) Rumsey Wilcox

Nina Wilcox was born on November 4, 1880, the daughter of Ansley Wilcox
and his first wife, Cornelia Coburn Rumsey Wilcox. Her mother died when
Nina was six weeks old and the baby’s care devolved on her mother’s younger
sister, Mary Grace Rumsey, who became her stepmother three years later.
The relationship between the two was not a good one apparently, especially
after the birth of Frances, Grace’s own daughter, and Nina grew up resentful
of her half sister and convinced that her aunt/stepmother hated her.

22 Edwine N. Mitchell, “The Wilcox Mansion and Mrs. Wilcox’ Class,” Niagara Frontier,
[date?], pp. 6-8 (see appendix D).
23  Mrs. Porter Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes,” notes from an interview, ca. 1969-70.

24 A copy of Mrs. Wilcox’s will and related inventory is included in this report as appendix
B. The will is filed in the Surrogates Court, Buffalo, New York, File No. 104078,
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Mrs. Wilcox’s obvious love for her own child and indifference, at best, to her
husband’s older daughter, made a deep impression on Nina’s friend, Mabel
Ganson [Dodge Luhan], who wrote of it 30 or more years later:

Nina was a sad child. She never had a smile on her face. She was pale and
somber, and she had thick, bright-red hair, bobbed and worn with a heavy
bang down to her eyebrows. She was always grave....Mrs. Wilcox appeared a
cold woman to me.... To live in the house with her was injurious for Nina.
Nina used to stand with her stomach out, one foot rubbing the other while
she picked at her dress, and watched her mother with Frances....It may be im-
agination, but as I remember them, Frances always dressed in pretty colors—
pinks and blues—while Nina would have ginghams of brewn-and-white
checks or dark blue and white. Their clothes were made alike in spite of the
difference in age...but, oh, the difference between the blooming blond child
and the gauche and sallow-faced girl dressed in checks!?

Nina’s father tried to make up somewhat for his wife's neglect of little Nina,
according to Mabel:

But there was a good hour in the day for Nina. That was when her father
came home at night. While he was dressing for dinner, Nina and I would go
up to his room and he would joke with her in his awkward way and then he
would “drop” us. Nina loved that. Her father would hold her high up in the
air and drop her flat on her back on his bed till it creaked. She would come to
life and | queer excited gawps and shrieks would rise out of her and burst on
the air.

At the time of Theodore Roosevelt’s fateful visit in September 1901, Nina Wil-
cox was 20 years old and still living at 641 Delaware Avenue; three months
later she married and left home.

It seems likely that the Miss Wilcox who was present at the swearing-in on
September 14 was Nina rather than Frances, since it would have been cor-
rect at the time to refer fo the older daughter as Miss Wilcox and the younger
as Miss Frances Wilcox.2”

As she grew older, Nina Wilcox became very religious, rather to the an-
noyance of her stepmother and Frances, who were not churchgoers. At the
age of 21 she married Henry Adsit Bull, a fellow parishioner of Trinity

25 Luhan, Intimate Memories, p. 71.
26 Ibid.,p. 72.

27 Buffalo Courier, September 15, 1901; The Illustrated Buffalo Express, September 15,
1901.
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Church, Buffalo. The wedding on December 7, 1901, was followed by a recep-
tion at 641 Delaware Avenue. Henry and Nina Bull had two children: Henry,
dJr., and Marian, but the marriage eventually ended in divorce. In later
years, Nina Bull lived in New York City and pursued a career in psychology.
She died on August 18, 1968.2

Nina’s portrait was painted by her uncle, Urquhart Wilcox, in 1907, several
years after her marriage. 9

Frances Wilcox

The only child of Ansley and Grace Rumsey Wilcox, Frances was born on
November 16, 1884. She appears to have been an unusually pretty child,
described by a contemporary as “lovely, dainty, graceful-—a plaything, a per-
fect little pet,” everything, in short, that her older half sister Nina was not.

Frances was blond like her mother and with the same slow speech. One of
her eyelids drooped a little over one eye and that made her look curious and
full of sensuous delight....Her mother’s slow drawl softened into tenderness
when she spoke to her. The very way she said “Frahnces” was a caress.

At least three portraits of Frances Wilcox are extant. The earliest, painted in
1902 by Evelyn Rumsey Cary, is owned by the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural
Site Foundation. A ¢a.1907 portrait by her uncle, Urquhart Wilcox, also
belongs to the foundation. A still later portrait by Cecilia Beaux was given to
the Everson Museum of Art, Syracuse, New York in 1956 by Frances’ hus-
band, Thomas F. Cooke. 31

At the time of President Roosevelt’s swearing-in, Frances was only 16 years
old. She was home at the time and invited her friend Gilbertine Coakley to
come over for the occasion, although they were “eating goodies” in another
room while the solemn ceremony was taking place in the library. Frances
and Gilbertine a few years later made their debuts together at a cotillion
held in the Wilcox mansion.

28 Mrs. Porter Norton, interviews; genealogical files, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural NHS,
20 "The Art of Urquhart Wilcox, 1874-1941," catalogue of an exhibit at Theodore Roosevelt
Inaugural National Historic Site, June 24-September 3, 1984. See p. 29. The portrait is
owned by Nina Bull's danghter, Mrs. Hamilton Eames, London, England.

30 Luhan, Infimate Memories, p. 71.

31 Museum catalogue records, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural NHS; information courtesy
Everson Museum of Art.

32 Mrs. Porter Norton, interview, 1974.
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On December 14, 1909, Frances Wilcox married Thomas F. Cooke, a Beth-
lehem Steel Company chemist who became professor of chemistry at the
University of Buffalo. At first, they made their home in Buffalo, spending
summers in Europe. In later years they lived at Killam’s Point, Branford,
Connecticut, in a home filled with French and Italian furniture from 641
Delaware Avenue, inherited from her mother in 1933. The Cookes had no
children of their own, but adopted a nephew of Mr. Cooke. Frances Wilcox
Cooke died on March 23, 1955.%

Frances Louisa Ansley (Mrs. Daniel H.) Wilcox

Although she was not a permanent member of the Ansley Wilcox household,
Ansley’s widowed mother did stay with them on occasion. She was there
during the summer and %erhaps the fall of 1899, for instance, while Grace
was traveling in Europe. * In September 1901 she was in Buffalo and at-
tended church with Ansley and Theodore Roosevelt on September 8, but
there is no indication that she was then living with the Ansley Wilcoxes, 3

Mys. Wilcox’s Companion

For many years before her death, Mrs. Wilcox employed Miss Frances
Farncomb, a Canadian from London, Ontario, as her companion. Miss
Farncomb took care of the shopping, meal planning, and Mrs. Wilcox’s cor-
respondence; on occasion she served tea in the afternoon in Mrs. Wilcox’s
place. She retired before Mrs. Wilcox’s death; her successor, Miss Lilian El-
liott, was also from London, Ontario. A bequest of $10,000 to “my friend,
Frances Farncomb,” testifies to the important place she filled in Grace
Wilcox’s life; Miss Elliott also received a bequest of $1,000.36

No evidence indicates Miss Farncomb’s presence in the Wilcox household at
the time of the Roosevelt visits in 1901.

33 Ibid.; genealogy files, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural NHS.

34 Grace R. Wilcox to Ansley Wilcox, from Innsbruck, Austria, July 14, 1899, suggesting
that if Ansley’s mother planned te go south for the winter, “say in November or December,
she might just as well stay on” at 641 Delaware Avenue (copy in site files).

35 Buffalo Express, September 9, 1901. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat of the same date
identified the lady who accompanied the gentlemen to church as “Mrs. Rumsey, the mother
of his [Roosevelt’s] host’s wife,” but this seemns unlikely, since Dexter Rumsey’s current wife,
his third, was not Grace Rumsey’s mother.

36 Mrs. Porter Norton, interview, 1974; will of Grace Rumsey Wilcox, p. 3 (appendix B).
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House Servants

A house the size of 641 Delaware Avenue and the Rumsey/Wilcox style of
living required the supporting services of a sizeable staff. Exactly how many
servants there were in 1901 is not known, but Gilbertine Coakley Norton’s
memories of her friend Frances’s home are probably close to the mark.

There were many servants in the Wilcox household [Mrs, Norton told an in-
terviewer about 1970]. Mrs. Norton remembered two cooks, one for Mr, Wil-
cox and one for the rest of the family. This was necessary because Mr. Wilcox
lived a different schedule from his wife and daughters. He would have his
breakfast at noon and his dinner at 9 p.m. Besides the cooks there were...a
kitchen maid, a full-time serving woman, two upstairs maids, laundress, gar-
dener, and a girl to serve meals, but no butler.... The coachman was a man
named Talbot....Later, when they had automobiles, he stayed on as Mrs.
Wileox’s chauffeur, Mr. Wilcox had his own car and chauffeur.

When Nina and Frances were little, they had a nurse named Norah, remem-
bered by Nina’s friend Mabel as “that awful nurse of theirs.”3®

Among the servants who worked for the Wilcoxes several have contributed in-
formation about the house, as well as some articles of furnishing given to
them or bought at the 1934 auction. John H. Guldner, for instance, was a
newly hired stable boy at the time of Roosevelt’s 1901 visits and later served
as Mr. Wilcox’s chauffeur; in 1934 he was still on the job, serving as caretaker
of the empty mansion after Mrs. Wilcox’s death; after another 36 years two
pieces from the house came back from his widow’s estate. Eileen O'Keefe,
who had come as dining room maid in 1930, identified other servants from
that period, including her sister Kate (cook’s helper), another Kate (upstairs
maid), Emma Fisher (upstairs girl), and Miss Elliott, Mrs. Wilcox’s com-
panion after Miss Farncomb’s retirement.

Little is known concerning living arrangements of the Wilcox servants, ex-
cept that the female servants slept on the third floor of the house, the coach-
man in the carriage house. The laundress and gardener probably did not live
on the premises.

37 Mrs. Porter Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes.” Mrs. Norton also recalled that the maids
were always in uniform, including bib aprons.

38 Luhan, Intimate Memories, p. 73.

39 Buffalo Times, undated 1934 clipping in THRI files; THRI museum catalogue records
70-295 and 70-296; Eileen O’Keefe, interview, 1983.
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT AT THE WILCOX MANSION,
SEPTEMBER 1901

Since its connection with Theodore Roosevelt’s unexpected elevation to the
presidency justified designation of the Ansley Wilcox residence as a national
historic site, the events marking that connection are reviewed here.

Late in the afternoon of September 6, 1901, President William McKinley was
shot by anarchist Leon Czolgosz while receiving well-wishers at the Pan-
American Exposition in Buffalo. Although McKinley’s recovery from the at-
tempted assassination was thought, at first, to be assured, Vice President
Theodore Roosevelt hastened to Buffalo to visit the wounded president.

Arriving about noon on Saturday, September 7th, Roosevelt headed for the
Iroquois Hotel but ran into an old Buffalo friend, Ansley Wilcox. Their brief
conversation, according to Wilcox, “resulted in his coming to stay at my house
and stopping there until the following Tuesday. The house was then partly
dismantled; the family and most of the household were in the country, but he
was offered a quiet place to sleep and eat, and accepted it.»

After resting briefly and lunching at the house of Carleton Sprague “while
his apartments with Mr. Ansley Wilcox were being prepared,” Roosevelt
“spent a few hours in disposing of an accumulation of ten days mail” at the
Wilcox residence, where his secretary William Loeb, Jr., had established a
temporary office for the vice president. He took dlnner at the Spragues’,
then returned to the Wilcox house for the night. 41

The following day, Sunday, September 8, Roosevelt attended morning service
at the First Presbyterian Church, accompanied by Ansley Wilcox and his
mother. He lunched at the Wilcox house with his host and two other local
men, Seymour Sawyer and a son of John G. Milburn, at whose house the
wounded president was apparently recovering. In the evening Roosevelt had
dinner again at the Spragues’, where Secretary of War Elihu Root was stay-
ing. Returning to the Wilcox house, the vice president reportedly paced “up
and down the floor of the smoking-room until shortly before midnight,” follow-

40 See appendix F: Ansley Wilcox, “Theodore Roosevelt, President,” an account of
Roosevelt’s accession to the presidency, written by Wilcox in October 1902 and revised by
President Roosevelt (typed copy, THRI files). Roosevelt and Wilcox had known each other for
a decade or more, having worked together in New York for election and civil service reform.

41 Buffalo Courier, September 8, 1901.

15



ing the bulletins sent from the Milburn house and persistently refusing to be
interviewed “at any length” regarding the president’s condition.

On Monday, September 9, the Times Mirror of Albany reported that Roosevelt
was “taking it easy to-day at the residence of Ansley Wilcox.” Actually, he
spent the morning with his secretary answering mail and sending telegrams.
A telegraph instrument had been installed in the Wilcox house for his use
and William Jeffers, chief telegrapher of the United States Senate, was ac-
fing as the vice president’s official telegrapher. Just after noon, Roosevelt
walked up Delaware Avenue to the Milburn house to visit the convalescent
president. On his return, he lunched at the Wilcox house with Secretary
Root, Doctors McBirney and Dixon, who were attending the president,
Secretary Loeb, and Mr. Wilcox. When asked by a reporter if there had been
any ladies at the luncheon, the vice president’s secretary replied: “No, there
was none. You see, Mr. Wilcox’s family is away, and we are sort of keeping
bachelor’s hall here.” In the afternoon Roosevelt took another walk, as far as
the zoo, and in the evening he again dined at the Spr.agues’.43

Tuesday, September 10th, was Roosevelt’s last day in Buffalo. That morning,
according to a reporter for the Brooklyn Eagle, he “stood behind the telegraph
operator at the Wilcox house...and read with eagerness the despatch from the
Milburn mansion telling of the President’s splendid condition.” After a brief
visit with President McKinley, he returned to the Wilcox house for lunch at
1:30 with Ansley Wilcox and his two daughters, “who came back to the city
during the day.” During the afternoon Roosevelt spent some time on cor-
respondence and paid the president a second visit. He resisted efforts to per-
suade him to visit the exposition grounds, however, saying:

I do not believe, even though I am assured of the President’s convalescence,
that it would be entirely proper for me to take part in any of the festivities, I
have studiously refrained from going out or being entertained during my
visit, and I will continue that policy until I leave. I came here absolutely as a
matter of duty both to the President and to the people and not for pleasure.*

Believing that the president was well on his way to full recovery, the vice
president felt his presence in Buffalo was no longer necessary. He according-
ly left by train at 9:50 p.m., September 10, 1901, to join his family for a brief
vacation in the Adirondacks.

42  Buffalo Express, September 9, 1901, See also note 35, above.

43  Times Mirror, Albany, September 9, 1901; Buffalo Courier, September 10, 1901.
Jeffers, the telegrapher, happened to be in Buffalo on a summer job as desk clerk in a local
hotel.

44  Brooklyn Eagle, September 10, 1901.
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Looking back on the circumstances surrounding Roosevelt’s first visit, Ansley
Wilcox wrote:

Those were terribly anxious days, but on the whole not gloomy. From the
first moment of his arrival, and the favorable answers which were made to
questions about the condition of the President—especially after his first
hasty call on the family and physicians of the wounded man, at Mr. Milburn’s
house, the Vice-president seemed possessed with an abiding faith that the
wound would not be fatal....So, when, on Tuesday, the fourth day after the
shooting, everything seemed to be going well, and even the Secretary of War,
Mr. Root, and other members of the cabinet, and Dr. Burney, who bad come
here from New York, felt justified in leaving, it was thought best that the
Vice-president also should go away in order to impress the publie with that
confidence in the outcome which everyone felt.

Roosevelt had left with his friend Wilcox his itinerary and addresses for
reaching him in case of need. The need, quite unanticipated, arose within
two days.

In the middle of the night between Thursday and Friday [recalled Wilcox], I
was aroused by a messenger asking me to send instantly for the Vice-presi-
dent, as the President had suddenly become worse and was in great danger.
Then began a vigorous effort to annihilate time and space. A telephone mes-
sage to Albany put me, within two hours, in direct communication with Mr.
Loeb, the Vice-president’s secretary.é6

Loeb took it from there, sending a telegram to the Tahawus Club, where the
Roosevelts were staying, and starting off himself by special train “as early in
the morning as one could start.” Loeb’s message reached Roosevelt on the
trail as he was descending Mt. Marcy. Traveling on foot to the camp, by
wagon at night to the nearest railway station, and finally by train, Roosevelt
reached Buffalo with Loeb about 1:30 p.m., Saturday, September 14, 1901,
only to learn that President McKinley had died early that morning.

When Theodore Roosevelt, now president of the United States, left the train
at the Terrace Station in Buffalo, he was met by Ansley Wilcox and George L.
Williams and taken in Williams’ private carriage directly to the Wilcox house,
where he had stayed as vice president earlier in the week.

No definite plans had been made for swearing him in, and it had not even

been settled where this should be done....So he was asked to go to my house
to get lunch and immediately at arriving and being equipped with borrowed
clothes, more appropriate than his traveling suit, he insisted on starting for

45 Wilcox, “Theodore Roosevelt, President.”
46 Ibid.
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Mr. Milburn’s house, to make a call of sympathy and respect on the family of

the dead President.‘£7

Although Roosevelt did not have an opportunity to speak with Mrs. McKinley
or any of the family, he spent about 15 minutes in the Milburn house confer-
ring with members of the late president’s cabinet, of whom Secretary Root
was the spokesman.

The Inauguration
What followed was described most fully in the next day’s Buffalo Courier:

Up to the time of his arrival at the Milburn residence... Vice-President
Roosevelt knew nothing concerning the plans for his immediate inaugura-
tion....For reasons of weight affecting the affairs of the National Government,
the Cabinet urged that the Vice-President be immediately sworn into the of-
fice of President. They had arranged for an immediate ceremony, Secretary
Root told him and hoped that he would meet their wishes.

DECIDE ON WILCOX HOME

While the Vice-President, was yet discussing the matter with Secretary Root
and members of the Cabinet, Judge Hazel arrived at the Milburn residence.
He was just about to go up the steps as Senator Chauncey M. Depew was
coming out....Following Judge Hazel was George P. Keating, Clerk of the
United States District Court. He had a couple of handbhags with him which
contained documentary matters to be used in administering the oath to the
President. Their going to the Milburn residence proved conclusively that it
was at first intended to there administer the oath to the Vice-President. It
was hurriedly agreed between the Vice-President and the members of the
Cabinet that it would probably be better to have the ceremonies take place
away from the house in which iay the remains of the dead President. The
Wileox house was at once agreed upon.

AUTOMOBILES FOLLOW

Returning to his carriage, accompanied by Mr. Wilcox, the Vice-President was
driven back to the Wilcox residence with the same police escort. The horses
were sent down the avenue at a brisk gait and the party was closely followed
by numerous automobiles and carriages containing newspaper correspon-
dents, artists, etc.

When the Vice-President returned to the Wilcox residence hundreds of people
were gathered along the opposite side of the street....None but a newspaper
man was allowed on the east side of the avenue from North Street to a point
some distance below the Wilcox house.

47 Ibid. For the cOmpléte text of Wilcox’s account of the circumstances attending
Roosevelt’s accession to the presidency, see Appendix F.
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CABINET MEMBERS PRESENT

Shortly after the Vice-President arrived at the Wilcox house three carriages
drove up. They had come from the Milburn house and in them were Cabinet
officers and others as follows:

First carriage—Postmaster-General Smith, Secretary of War Root, Judge
John R. Hazel.

Second carriage—Secretary of the Navy John D. Long, Secretary of the Inte-
rior Hitcheock, Secretary of Agriculture Wilson.

Third carriage—George B. Cortelyou, who had been private secretary to the
late President McKinley, the Hon. John G. Milburn, George P. Keating, clerk
of the United States District Court, and Col. Bingham, in charge of public
buildings and grounds at Washington, D.C, They immediately entered the
house, :

In a few minutes time Vice-President Roosevelt’s private secretary came cut
of the house and said that it had been decided to admit only those newspaper
men who were representatives of the big news gathering associations, the As-
sociated Press, the Publishers’ Press and the Laflin Syndicate. Three men
representing these bodies left the newspaper group and entered the house. A
party of women entered.

NEWSPAPER MEN ADMITTED

Shortly after the assembling of the inauguration party in the library of the
Wileox residence, Vice-President Roosevelt noticed that there was sufficient
room to permit all of the newspaper men being called in to witness his taking
the oath and instructed Mr, Wilcox to go out and invite all of the other men to
come inside.

Mr. Wilcox came out to the newspaper group and notified them of the Vice-
President’s invitation, and, in response, a few less than thirty newspaper
men returned to the house with him. They found the party grouped in the
library in the southwest corner of the house and as soon as the newspaper
men were accommodated, the ceremony which was to make a President of the
United States began.

NAMES OF ALL PRESENT

Standing in a brightly lighted alcove was Judge Hazel. Immediately in front
of him stood Vice-President Roosevelt. To the left were formed Secretary of
War Root, Postmaster-General Smith, Senator Chauncey M. Depew, Dr. M.D.
Mann, who was one of the late President McKinley's physicians; George
Urban, Jr., Dr. Charles G. Stockton, who was also one of the late President’s
physiciang, To the right were Secretary of the Navy John D, Long, Secretary
of the Interior Hitchcock, Secretary of Agriculture Wilson, the Hon., John G.
Milburn, George B. Cortelyou, Dr. Charles Cary, George L. Williams, Judge
Haight of the Court of Appeals, John N. Scatcherd, Carleton Sprague, George
P, Sawyer, Robert Scatcherd, George P. Keating, Col. Bingham, George Foster
of the United States Secret Service; William Jeffers, chief telegrapher of the
United States Senate, William Loeb, Jr., the Vice-President’s private
secretary; Mrs. Ansley Wilcox, Miss Wilcox, Mrs. John G. Milburn, Mrs, Car-
leton Sprague, Mrs. M.D. Mann, Mrs. Charles Cary, and the newspaper men,
among whom were Walter Wellman, Chicago Record-Herald; Harry S. Brown,
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R.H. Fuller, New York Herald; Louis Siebold, E.C. Buchaynam, New York
World; M.A. Teague, Baltimore American; F.E. Sullivan, Chicago Chronicle;
Arthur Greaves, New York Times; M.E. Hennessy, Boston Globe; Charles T.
White, New York Tribune; Eddie Graham, Associated Press; C.W. Rogers,
Corning Democrat; George E. Graham, Associated Press; John T. Ryan, New
York Sun; C.A. Coolidge, Boston Journal; John J. Breen, Hal Avery, Buffalo
Enquirer; Joseph Ford, Buffalo Commercial; T.d. Sullivan, Buffalo Evening
News; Horace Hunt, Buffalo Times; James W. Reilly, Buffalo Courier.*®

QUESTION OF FORM

An earnest conversation of about five minutes duration occurred between
Col. Roosevelt and Secretary Root. There was a question between them as to
whether the former should first sign the oath and then proceed to have it ver-
bally administered to him, or whether it would be better form to have it ver-
bally administered before the signing was done.. The latter form was agreed
upon and Secretary Root, stepping back into the Cabinet group, the Vice-
President resumed his pesition close beside Judge Hazel. There was a mo-
ment of extreme quietness. It was now 3:31 o’clock. Secretary Root,
advancing a step forward, began to speak. His voice was low and not clearly
audible. Evidently his emotions were deeply touched. Tears were in his eyes.

ROOT BREAKS DOWN

“Mr. Vice-President, I” commenced Secretary Root, but his voice broke and for
fully a minute he could not utter another word. His Cabinet confreres were
all affected. Tears came into their eyes. It was a touching scene at this mo-
ment and about every head was bowed as there welled up in the hearts of
these devoted men the memory of the beloved man whose life had been of-
fered as a sacrifice on the altar of his country. Tears trickled down the cheeks
of Secretary Root. The Vice-President’s eyes were moist and he clutched ner-
vously at the lapel of his frock coat.

Throwing back his head as though seized with a determination to go on with
his address to the future Executive of the nation, Secretary Root continued in
a voice stronger and more distinct and audible than before:

CONTINUES ADDRESS

“] have been requested by all the members of the Cabinet of the late Presi-
dent who are present in the City of Buffalo, all except two, to request that for

48 Notably absent was McKinley’s old friend and political adviser, Senator Mark Hanna of
Ohio, who is reputed to have exclaimed, on the president’s death, “Now that damned cowboy
is going to be President!” At least one newspaper (Buffalo Courier, September 15, 1901)
noted that Senator Hanna was not present at the cath-taking, but did arrive at the Wilcox
house about 4:00 p.m. and conferred privately for some time with President Roosevelt. Ina
letter written on September 16, just a few hours after the president had left for Washington,
Wilcox explained to Roosevelt that he had not been aware that Senators Hanna and
Fairbanks “were at Milburn’s house when the Cabinet started down for the administration of
the oath, and that they left about the same time and drove by my house to the Club,
apparently not being asked to stop there.” In his reply, the president indicated that the
omission had not created a problem.
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reasons of weight affecting the administration of the Government yvou should
proceed to take the constitutional [oath of] office of President of the United
States.”

Taking a step toward Secretary Root the Vice-President said, in a voice that
wavered at first, but grew stronger with each succeeding word:

WILL CONTINUE MCKINLEY'S POLICY

“I ghall take the oath at onee in accord with the request of you members of
the Cabinet, and in this hour of our deep and terrible national bereavement I
wish to state that it shall be my aim to continue absolutely unbroken the
policy of President McKinley for the peace, the prosperity and the honor of
our beloved country.”

Now the Vice-President stepped back toward Judge Hazel, and the latter,
taking up a sheet of parchment on which was written the constitutional cath
of office, said:

“Theodore Roosevelt, hold up your right hand.”
“I do,” he said, as he raised his hand,

Judge Hazel read the cath and Col. Roosevelt repeated it after him: “I do
solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the
United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend
the Constitution of the United States.”

PROFOUND SILENCE FOLLOWS

“And thuos I swear,” ended the now President, his right hand dropping to his
side, his chin falling to his breast, while for a minute the silence remained un-
broken.... The silence was broken by Judge Hazel. He said: “Mr. President,
please attach your signature,” and he handed him a pen with which the Presi-
dent affixed his name to the oath on parchment. “Thecdore Roosevelt,” he
wrote at the bottom of the document, in a strong hand.

DETAINS CABINET MEMBERS

As he turned from signing the oath of office the President said: “I would ask
that the gentlemen of the Cabinet stay a few moments. I would like to talk
with them alone.” This was a signal for the others who were present to take
their leave of the President, and as they filed out, President Roosevelt stood
in the hallway, near the outer door, receiving their hearty congratulations,
and greeting them with a shake of the hand while he thanked each one in-
dividually for their kindly expressions.

49 Buffalo Courier, September 15, 1901. In The Hiustrated Buffalo Express and the Buffalo
News, September 15, the lists of people attending the swearing-in were a little shorter, but
included George S. Metcalf, Dr. Roswell Park, and Lieutnant Colonel Chapin, not mentioned
by the Courier. The Express also mentioned, without naming, “the secret-service detectives,
and the household attendants.” The New York World provided its readers a diagram
showing who stood where (fig. 3). For another newspaper account of the events of September
14, see appendix H.
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While President Roosevelt conferred with the cabinet, whose continuance in
office he requested “at least for the present,” those who had witnessed the
ceremony in the library “gathered in other rooms” and enjoyed light refresh-
ments provided by Mrs. Wilcox.

After the cabinet session in the library ended, the president walked to the
door with the cabinet members. He asked Secretary Root to “tarry with
him,” greeted a few personal friends, then put on his silk hat (borrowed from
John Scatcherd) and invited Root to take a little walk, saying, “It will do us
both good.” Ansley Wilcox asked the president if he might join them, but
Roosevelt is reported to have replied, “No, I am going to take a short walk
with Secretary Root and will return again shortly.” The two men walked up
Delaware Avenue, accompanied at a discreet distance by secret service men
and policemen despite Roosevelt’s expressed desire not to “establish the prece-
dent of going about guarded.” Saying good-bye to Root near the Milburn
house, the president returned alone to the Wilcox house about 6 o’'clock and
greeted a few relatives and friends who had called in his absence, including
William I. Buchanan, director-general of the Pan-American Exposition, and
Col. Russel Harrison.®?

Strangely, the local newspaper accounts of President Roosevelt’s first day in
office neglected to mention his first official act, the issuance of a proclama-
tion announcing President McKinley’s death and appointing the day of his
burial a day of mourning and prayer throughout the country. According to
Ansley Wilcox, after the oath-taking he was asked to produce the volume of
Messages and Papers of the Presidents containing President Arthur’s
proclamation of the death of Garfield (Volume VIII, p. 34). This was con-
sidered during the cabinet meeting in the library. When Roosevelt returned
from his “little walk” with Secretary Root, he retired to the Wilcox morning
room to prepare a draft, which he later discussed with Governor Odell, Con-
gressman Littauer, Republican State Committeeman William C. Warren, and
Ansley Wilcox. The proclamation was issued that evening, over a Washington
dateline.?!

Another circumstance connected with the oath-taking that escaped mention
in the press was that President Roosevelt did not place his hand on a Bible as

50 The Hlustrated Buffalo Express, September 15, 1901; Buffalo Courier, September 15,
1901.

51 Okhio Beacon (Ashtabula), September 16, 1901; Wilcox, “Theodore Roosevelt, President”;
undated clipping, “Scrapbook Bares Stirring Recital”; and “By Accident Theodore Roosevelt
Chose Place Where He Took Oath of Nation's Highest Office,” clipped from Buffalo Times,
December 18, 1927 (THRI files).
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he swore to uphold the Constitution. Judge Hazel had apparently purchased
a Bible specifically for this purpose, as soon as he learned that he was to ad-
minister the oath, but was persuaded not to take it along, since it was as-
sumed that the host would provide his own Bible. As it turned out, this was
a mistake. As a participant recalled:

When the party had gathered together in Mr. Wilcox’s library and Secretary
Root had requested the Vice-President to take the oath, Secretary Knox
asked: “Where is the Bible?” Immediately there was a search for the Scrip-
tures, which evidently had not been searched very diligently in the Wilcox
Mansion. No Bible could be found. The Attorney General then said: “You
must swear him with uplifted hand.”

Motives of delicacy, perhaps, kept the press from publicizing the fact that the
Wilcox library did not contain a Bible. Ironically, a bible inscribed: “Ansley
Wilcox, New Haven, Conn. March 1st 69" is among the books in the restored
Wilcox library. One cannot help wondering where it was in September 1901.

Although there were press photographers on hand, no photographs were
taken of the actual swearing-in of the president. According to one report,
Roosevelt had given permission for a Buffalo photographer to record the
ceremony, but the arrangement had been spoiled by an unauthorized photog-
rapher who knocked over his equipment, by accident, causmg such a commo-
tion that the president decided against any photographs Sketches of the
scene that appeared in some newspapers were done after the fact and are not
very reliable. Shortly after the ceremony and cabinet meeting, photog-
raphers were allowed to take pictures in the empty library (figs. 2-5); these
are discussed in the section of this report presenting the evidence on the
library.

The president dined with the Wilcoxes rather late in the evening of his event-
ful day. “The President, while affable,” one reporter observed, “showed some
effects of the long journey and the day’s strain.”

On Sunday morning, September 15, the president had breakfast with the Wil-
coxes and the Rev. Dr. S.S. Mitchell, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.
Shortly before 11 o’clock President Roosevelt, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs.
Wilcox, drove in a covered barouche to the Milburn house to attend the

52 George P. Keating to Louis L. Babgock, Buffalo, December 18, 1933 (Babcock Collection,
BECHS). In 1901 Keating was clerk of the United States District Court in Buffalo, under
Judge Hazel, Keating’s account is given in full in appendix G.

53 Reported in the Buffalo Courier, December 25, 1901 (appendix I).
54 Buffalo Courier, September 15, 1901.
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funeral service for the late president. On returning to the Wilcox residence,
he spent a “very quiet Sunday,” although Secretary Loeb and his assistants
kept busy opening and classifying at least 600 telegrams and letters. At
lunch the Wilcoxes entertained a party including Secretary Root, Attorney
General Knox, Governor Odell, Congressman Littauer, and William C. War-
ren, Republican State committeeman, of Buffalo; the men afterwards “spent
an hour or more in conversation in Mr, Wilcox’s library...a continuation of
their talk of the evening before, and...altogether of a general nature.” In the
evening the president dined at the Wilcoxes; the guests included Navy
Secretary Long, Interior Secretary Hitchcock, Agriculture Secretary Wilson,
Postmaster General Smith, Senator Kean of New Jersey and John G. Mil-
burn. After dinner the gentlemen discussed arrangements for the late
president’s funeral in Washington,

Monday, September 16, President Roosevelt’s last day in Buffalo, began with
a 6:45 call, followed at 7:30 by breakfast and “informal chat” with his host
and William Loeb, the president’s private secretary. Shortly after 8:00
Secretary Root and Carleton Sprague called and accompanied the president
and Ansley Wilcox to the waiting carriages that took them to the funeral
train. In his coach, Roosevelt talked with Secretary Long and Mr. Wilcox,
who left the train as it started to move, carryin% the new President and the
casket of his predecessor to the nation’s capital. 6

Busy as he was when he got to Washington, President Roosevelt lost no time
in writing to thank the Wilcoxes for their hospitality. On September 17th he
wrote, as follows:

My dear Mr. Wilcox:

Iamin reeej?pt of your letter of the 16th. The matter about the two Senators
is all right.?

Now let me thank you, and through you, Mrs. Wilcox, to whom I shall also
write at the earliest opportunity. You did me a real and great favor by having
me at your home; but, my dear sir, you did me the greatest favor by being
yourself and treating me as you did. I shall always have memories of your

55 Buffulo Express, September 17, 1901; Washington Post, September 18, 1901,
56 Buffalo Express and Utica Herald, September 18, 1901,
57 See fn. 48, above,
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house which will be dear to me. Iregretted only one thing and that is that
Mrs. Roosevelt could not have been with me.

Faithfully yours,

Theodore Roosevelt®

Roosevelt’s letter to Mrs. Wilcox, dated September 30, 1901, was more imper-
sonal:

My dear Mrs, Wilcox:
I must just send you a line to say how I appreciate your hospitality.
You were very kind to me, and I shall never forget it.
With heartiest well-wishes, believe me,
Faithfully yours,
Theodore Roosevelt®

Ansley Wilcox’s own feelings found expression in a letter to President
Theodore Roosevelt, September 26, 1901:

The memory of your visit in Buffalo will always be a source of great pleasure
to me and to my family, and so far as one could have feelings of pleasure at
that time, when we were all torn by anxiety and excitement, every moment
that I spent in your society in the intimate relations of a small household,
gave me a new sense of gratification that I am permitted to enjoy the
friendship of so true a man as I deem you to be. I am not much given to
laudation, and have difficulty expressing my feelings properly; but I have a
deep and abiding faith not only that the country is safe in your hands, but
that you are entering upon a wise and conservative, as well as a brilliant and
highly successful administration.

Wilcox mentioned in his letter that he was sending Mrs. Roosevelt a number
of clippings and two copies of The Hllustrated Buffalo Express of Sunday, Sep-
tember 22, 1901, which contained, he said, “some very good pictures of our
house and the room where you were sworn in, and other interesting pictures,
as well as a little history of the house on page 4. These the children may like
to cut up, if they keep scrap books.” He also promised to send, if he could
find it, “the clipping which I had cut out as you requested, certifying that you
developed and exhibited ‘a good singing voice’ at the services at the First
Presbyterian Church on the Sunday morning previous, but,” he added, “I
seem at this moment to have mislaid this most important of all papers.”60

58 Wilcox Collection, BECHS (copy, THRI).
59 Ibid.

60 Ansley Wilcox to The President, Buffalo, September 26, 1901 (copy, THRI; originai in
Theodore Roosevelt Papers, Library of Congress).
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Even the younger people who had not attended the presidential oath-taking
sensed that history had been made in the Wilcox library. Seventy-two years
later, Mrs. Helen Stimson Burrows recalled how it affected her circle of
friends:

After it was all over, one day Mr. Wilcox’s daughter Frances took me, with

several other young friends, into the room where the oath of office had been

taken and we all felt very important to have had what we considered an his-

torical experience. Frances...inherited the pen with which the oath was
signed and treasured it all her life 5!

VISIT OF PRESIDENT TAFT

On April 30, 1910, Ansley Wilcox played host for the second time fo a sitting
president, when William Howard Taft came to Buffalo with his Secretary of
State, Philander C. Knozx, to attend a dinner of the Buffalo Chamber of Com-

merce,

Learning of Taft’s impending visit, Wilcox wrote on April 14 to urge the presi-
dent to take a night train from Washington and spend most of Saturday,
April 30, in Buffalo, “as free from engagements during the day as you may
wish and permitted to spend your time in resting and enjoying yourself, or in
working on other matters.” For this Wilcox offered his house for the duration
of the president’s stay.

If you choose to come to my house, the entire house will be at your service as
none of the family but myself will be there. You can have breakfast in peace
alone, and then can rest or work during the forenoon. You can bring your
own secretary and stenographer there of course, or if you need stenographers,
I can provide them here in Buffalo, of the best quality. You could go down to
the Chamber of Commerce or to the Buffalo Club for an informal reception in
the middle of the day for an hour or two if you choose, or even this could be
cut out if you did not approve of it. In the afternoon you could rest or could
have a horseback ride or could go in an automobile to the Country Club and
play nine or eighteen holes of golf....6

After receipt of two telegrams from the White House, indicating that the
president would arrive the morning of the 30th and would be glad to make
the Wilcox house his headquarters for the day, Wilcox alse invited Secretary
Knox to come for breakfast and the day, if convenient. “I may say,” he added,

61 Anne Mcl. Matthews, “The Day McKinley Was Shot,” Buffalo Courier-Express, July 1,
1973,

62 Ansley Wilcox to President Taft, Buffalo, April 14, 1910 (copy in Wileax Collection,
BECHS).
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“that T am inviting no one from Buffalo to meet The President at breakfast be-
cause I am assuming that he wants to be quiet at least at the beginning of
the day, and shall ask no one but yourself, unless he indicates a wish to the
contrary.”

The presidential visit came off as planned, with Taft spending at least part of
the day at 641 Delaware Avenue. One of the “pleasantest features” of the day
for Wilcox was the chance to chat with the president’s military aide, Maj. Ar-
chie Butt. Wilcox and Butt both came from Augusta, Georgia, and their
families were acquainted. Short as the visit was, at least two photographs
were taken, one on the front porch with the president and his party plus five
Buffalonians, the other in the morning room with Taft, Butt, and Wilcox (fig.
11). President Taft had at his disposal a suite of rooms on the second ﬂoor
probably on the north side at the front of the house (rooms 201-203).54

63 Ansley Wilcox to Philander C. Knox, Buffalo, April 25, 1910 (copy in Wilcox Collection,
BECHS).
64 Ansley Wilcox to George I. Haight, Buffalo, March 16, 1928 (copy, Wilcox Collection,

BECHS); “Caretaker of Mansion....,” clipping from unidentified Buffalo newspaper,
December 22, 1935.




EVIDENCE OF ROOM USE AND FURNISHINGS

Library

The southwest room on the first floor of the Wilcox house was always known
as the library after Grace Wilcox, in her first major home remodelling project,
converted two small parlors into one large room lined with bookshelves. This
was done before April 1885, when Ansley Wilcox reported to his absent wife
that he had had “the new window put in by the bookcase in the library,” refer-
ring probably to the narrow window in the southeast corner. The bay win-
dow in the south wall apparently dates from 1892; it was designed by George
Cary, the young Buffalo architect, who four years later designed and super-
vised construction of the new wing of the house.

Architecturally, the room was typically late Victorian in character, dominated
by dark-stained, galleried bookcases on the north, south, and east walls.
From the earlier period, only the two floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking
Delaware Avenue survived; the fireplace toward the east end of the south
wall was original to the room but had received a facelift, including a sur-
round of green tiles and a galleried and paneled overmantel of the same style
as the bookcases. Two doors opened on the hall; both were kept closed.®

“The library was Mrs. Wilcox’s room,” according to Mrs. Norton. The “library
was Grace’s room,” echoed Mrs. Ansley Wilcox II1, her niece by marriage, ad-
ding that tea was served every day at four o’clock in the library. In later
years, when Mrs. Wilcox was crippled with arthritis, “it was an open house,
many ladies would stop in without a formal invitation,” and their hostess
would receive them sitting or reclining on a sofa, “in a beautiful tea gown,”
while her companion, Miss Farncomb, officiated at the tea table.

The library was also the meeting place of “The Class,” the reading circle over
which Mrs. Wilcox presided for many years. Composed of about 20 “distin-
guished older women” and “an attractive group of young marrieds,” “The
Class” met every Monday from November to April to hear and discuss read-
ings on serious subjects by recognized authors. For a charming reminiscence

65 Ansley Wilcox to Grace R. Wilcox, Buffalo, April 2, 1885 (Wilcox Collection, BECHS);
full scale drawing of “Bay window res. Mrs. Wilcox 7-19-92,” (George Cary Collection,
BECHS). Only the lower portion of this window conforms to Cary’s drawing.

66 See figs. 2-7; Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes.”

67 Norton, interview and “Memories of Wilcoxes”; Mr. and Mrs. Ansley Wileox I1I,
interview, August 14, 1974, copy in site files,
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of “The Wilcox Mansion and Mrs. Wilcox’ Class,” by Edwine Noye Mitchell,
who joined the select group in 1910, see appendix D.

Furnishings

The journalists’ descriptions of the room in which Theodore Roosevelt took
the oath of office on September 14, 1901, are not very reliable guides to what
the room actually looked like. Typical is the following, from the Buffalo
Courier of September 15th:

The library is...just off the perch on which one of its windows opens. The
room has one other window, a big bow with little panes of cathedral glass in
colonial design. This is on the southerly side. On the walls of the room at
either side of the alcove window are long rows of books, reaching from floor to
ceiling. The room is finished in dark green and is richly hung. A few palms
were used in yesterday’s decorations,

This account was wrong on several points. There were two windows opening
ont the porch; the bay windows did not have stained glass panes, although the
small window in the southeast corner (not mentioned) did have a few; and
photographs taken just after the ceremony show no palms. While it is not im-
possible that palms were brought in and taken away immediately after, it 1s
unlikely, given the short time between the decision to use the Wilcox house
and the actual swearing-in (less than half an hour) and the lack of room for
large plants in the window-seated bay.

Another local newspaper mentioned the room’s “high ceiling of dark oak” (it
was actually plastered and papered) and a third more poetically described
the room as “ceiled high in dark oak,” with “a bay window prettily set in
palms and adorned with stained glass.”68 Two out-of-town papers were less
specific but closer to the truth:

The place selected for the ceremony was the library of Mr. Wilcox’s house, a
rather small room, but picturesque, the heavy oak trimmings and the mas-
sive bookeases giving it somewhat the appearance of a legal den. A pretty
bay window with stained glass and heavy hangings formed a background,
and against this the President took his position.6

“All professed pictures of the scene” in the library, in Ansley Wilcox’s words,
“are shams, except as they may have been sketched from memory.”m The
sketch illustrated on the cover of this report, for instance, includes the palms,

68 Buffalo News and The Illustrated Buffalo Express, September 15, 1901.
69 Washington Post and St. Paul Press, September 15, 1901.
70 Wilcox, “Theodore Roosevelt, President.”
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the stained glass, and curtains very different from those in contemporary
photographs.

Clearly, the most reliable sources of information on how the Wilcox library
looked at the historic moment are the photographs taken the same day, short-
ly after the room was clear of people. There are at least five of these:

1. Close-up of southeast corner with part of bay, published in Harper’s
Weekly, September 21, 1901 (not illustrated);

2. Almost identical to the above, but taken from slightly to the left (fig. 2);

3. Probably from the same negative as #2, but showing more of east and
south walls and doctored to show positions occupied by those present at
the ceremony; published in New York World, September 16, 1901 (fig. 3);

4. View showing more of south wall, including the fireplace, published in
Leslie’s Weekly, September 28, 1901 (fig. 4);

5. Close-up of southeast corner from a somewhat lower angle, unpublished
(fig. 5).

From the arrangement of books, pictures, ornaments, and furniture it is clear
that all of these photographs were taken at the same time, on the day of the
oath-taking when the press had relatively free access to the house. Another
photograph of the east end of the room (fig. 6), though ascribed to the same
year, differs in almost all furnishing details and can be used as a guide for a
1901 restoration only for the northeast corner of the room, not visible in the
earlier photographs. Siill later photographs taken in 1910 (THRI W7.2, not
illustrated), 1921 (fig. 7), and 1934 (fig. 8) help document later additions and
the migration of pieces present in 1901.

What follows is a summary of the evidence on furnishings in the library in
1801 and in later years. The Furnishing Plan section of this report contains
a detailed list, with documentation, of furnishings recommended for the
library to re-create as closely as possible its appearance in September 1901.

Lighting

The room was lit in 1901 by a pair of four-light gasoliers, brass with etched
glass shades. Although the electrical specifications for the 1896 work refer to
“center lights,” in the new part of the house, the library chandeliers probably
continued to be gas-operated for some years more, since the pull chain visible
under one of the ceiling lights in the 1921 photograph is absent in the 1901
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photographs. Additional light was provided by gas and kerosene wall and
table lamps in 1901. Twenty years later these had been replaced with
electric lamps and sconces.

North wall

At the turn of the century, the north wall was lined with bookcases, inter-
rupted only by the two doors to the hallway, which were normally closed and
covered with portieres of a dark, geometrically patterned material, hanging
from brass rings on a dark wood rod (figs. 6 and 7). In the northeast corner,
on a slender marble pedestal, stood a dark bronze or terra cotta bust (fig. 6),
possibly the “head of a woman” Grace Wilcox sent home from Italy in 1899
“with some other terra cotta things.”71 Several large volumes lay flat on the
tier of projecting shelves in the corner, and the upper part of the bookcase in
the corner appears to have had glass doors. To the left of the easterly door
sat an armchair or sofa covered with a small oriental carpet (fig. 6). There 1s
no evidence of other furnishings toward the west end of the north wall, which
was not photographed before 1921.

By 1921 (fig. 7) a two-light electric bracket lamp had been placed on the book-
case divider between the hall doors. Furniture in front of the bockcases in-
cluded an overstuffed sofa with two pillows and a lace or crocheted
antimacassar; a pedestal-base card table holding a potted plant and a small
animal figure; a bridge lamp; a couple of pictures leaning against the book-
cases; and, in the corner by the window, the leather armchair that was next
to the bay window in 1801.

When the room was restored in 1970, the center portion of the north wall was
not reconstructed, allowing the substitution of a non-reflective glass partition
through which visitors could more readily look into the restored library.

West wall

For 1901 the sole evidence is an exterior photograph taken on September
14th that shows in the two library windows half-drawn roller shades of a
light tone with a horizontal band of decoration close to the fringed ends (fig.
18). Another exterior photograph (THRI W 1.2), taken later in the same
year, shows similar shades in the front parlor window. No curtains are visible
in either photograph.

71 Grace Wilcox to Ansley Wilcox, June 7, 1899, Florence (Wilcox Collection, BECHS).
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In 1921 (fig. 7) the windows appear to have had plain shades; lace curtains;
and heavy, dark drapes with tiebacks. Between the windows hung a woman’s
portrait in right profile; below it was a bookcase and, in front of that, a drop-
leaf (?) table with white cover, table lamp, bowl, and two small pictures. In
front of the left window sat another overstuffed sofa with pillow and an-
timacassar. In front of the sofa stood the little curved-leg table that was in
the center of the room in 1901 (figs. 2-5), now (1921) covered with a white
cloth.

East wall

In September 1901 (figs. 2-6) the entire east wall was covered with bookcases
full of books, mostly sets in leather or half-leather bindings. Although the
room housed perhaps as many as 1500 volumes, there is relatively little infor-
mation on the books in the Wilcoxes’ library or on their reading habits. Mrs.
Ethel Chapin Patch, a friend of Ansley’s sister Mabel, stated that “Mrs. Wil-
cox was a gentlewoman of culture and refinement...with literary and artistic
tastes” whose home was “filled with treasures of art and literature.”’> Mrs.
Porter Norton and Mrs. Edwine Mitchell, both members of Mrs. Wilcox’s
“Class,” recalled that “many of the books were popular at the time,” and
photographs of the library between 1901 and 1934 suggest that there were
many sets of standard authors, bound in leather or half-leather. The only
title mentioned in contemporary accounts was Richardson’s Compilation of
the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789-1897, published in 1899 in

10 volumes, one volume of which President Roosevelt used when he drafted
his proclamation on President McKinley’s death. About 65 volumes from the
Wilcox library have been returned to the house since it became a national his-
toric site; they are listed in appendix J.

In front of the bookcases on the east wall in September 1901 were {from left
to right) a small armchair; a larger, leather-covered armchair with a floral,
fringed anti-macassar; a small, upholstered sofa or settee, partly covered
with an oriental carpet; a small armchair with spindled back and sides, the
slip seat and back cushion covered with a floral fabric (THRI 70-295); and a
round parlor table with heavily carved pedestal in the southeast corner. On

72 Ethel Chapin Patch, “Recollections of Ethel Chapin Patch, 1935 and 1938,” typed copy,
1982 (THRD), p. 11. The sale of property of Ansley Wilcox and others, at 641 Delaware
Avenue, May 22-24, 1935, included “a complete library of 1500 books,” which probably was
the Wilcox library, still essentially intact in 1934 {fig. 8).

73 Mrs. Edwine Mitchell and Mrs. Porter Norton, interview, 1969, copy in site files. In the
interview one of the ladies suggested that the Hoyt family of Buffalo might have some of the
books.
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the table were a dark cover with a light-colored fringe; a bronze figural gas
lamp (THRI 70-280) with pierced metal or decorated china shade; a vase with
cut flowers; a framed photograph of Dexter P. Rumsey, Mrs. Wilcox’s father,
standing on a pile of magazines; a globular vase; some books; and a few other,
unidentifiable, small objects.

By the time the next photograph (fig. 6) was taken, possibly later the same
year, the grouping of furniture in front of the east bookcases had been
changed for better effect. The round table was centered in the space, flanked
by a velvet-covered armchair and the big leather chair that had been in front
of the bay window (fig. 5). The table had another flowered cover and a dif-
ferent lamp (THRI 70-163), a spiral-stemmed glass kerosene lamp with a
shade of fringed cloth. Dexter Rumsey’s photograph remained, but most of
the other objects had been replaced by books. There was something behind
the big chair, perhaps another chair to take advantage of the light from the
side window.

The east end of the room was not photographed in 1921. By 1934, after Mr.
and Mrs. Wilcox’s death, the only furnishings visible (fig. 8) were a heavily-
carved library table, probably one of the pieces brought back from Italy, and a
high-backed, leather-covered chair.

South wall

The September 1901 photographs (figs. 2-5) reveal all of the south wall ex-
cept for its western end, which the 1921 photograph (fig. 7) shows was oc-
cupied by a built-in bookcase matching the one at the east end. Next to the
west bookcase was the fireplace (fig. 4) with its tiled facing, paneled and gal-
leried overmantel, iron grate (filled with wood), brass fender, and brass
fireplace tools and stand (to the left). No wood carrier is visible because of
the angle of the photograph; the 1921 photograph shows one of indeterminate
material to the right of the hearth. On the mantel shelf, in 1901, were (from
left to right) a small clock in a brass-bound glass case (THRI 70-296), on top
of which sat a small framed picture, not identifiable; two small framed pic-
tures leaning against the mantel; a pair of china (?) candlesticks with white
candles; an 8-volume set of books in gilt-decorated leather bindings; a framed
print (?) of a woman, possibly in the style of Charles Dana Gibson, leaning on
top of the books; a large painted china vase; and three books in plain bind-
ings. Within the square center panel above the fireplace was mounted a
framed copy (painting or print) of Botticelli’s “Pallas and the Centaur.” In
the panel to the right hung, one above the other, two round framed minia-
tures of unidentifiable subjects. At either end of the gallery top sat a pair of
matching tall vases, which appear to have been of metal with dark glass tops
or inserts,
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Immediately to the left of the fireplace was an 18th century style lowboy,
probably of mahogany, with brass drawer pulls. On this there was a white
cover and a tall vase with cut flowers. Underneath sat a square wicker
wastebasket.

Within the bay was a built-in window seat partially covered with an oriental
carpet, the back and seat appear to have been covered with a tufted, leaf
figured fabric. Alarge pillow at one end had a floral-patterned cover. The
plain white window shades were drawn. The curtains, of a plain, possibly
glazed, fairly dark fabric, hung straight in two ranks; the photographs show
those in the lower half open, the upper rank closed. Across the outer face of
the window framing was a wooden curtain rod with brass rings, presumably
used with portieres in winter. In September 1901 the paneled window casing
on the east side of the bay was nearly hidden behind three framed prints and
right next to them stood a tall pedestal holding a potted plant (possibly a
begonia, definitely not a palm).

When the next photograph (fig. 6) was taken, the lowboy by the fireplace was
gone, replaced with a kidney-shaped card table, uncovered, with several ob-
Jjects on it different from those visible in the earlier photographs. There was
a different pillow on the window seat, a different pedestal holding a fern,
only one of the prints in the bay, and a different set of curtains in an Art
Nouveau pattern. This photograph also shows two chairs not previously
visible: a small upholstered chair with curved arms and a child’s windsor
rocking chair (THRI 69-207). One or two small oriental rugs appear in these
early photographs of the east end of the room; presumably there were similar
rugs at the other end; much of the polished floor was exposed.

In 1921 (fig. 7) everything along the south wall had changed, with the excep-
tion of the window seat. There were lace curtains in the bay windows,
electric bracket lamps on either side of the bay, different pictures on and over
the mantel and leaning against the side of the bay, a low revolving(?) book-
case/side table beside a Martha Washington chair to the left of the bay, a
spool-turned side table, and an upholstered armchair to the right. The floor
was covered with an almost room-size plain carpet. While the east end of the
room ig not visible, the general impression is that the entire room had
gradually become less Victorian in the 20 years since 1901, without being to-
tally redone by an interior decorator.

This interpretation is confirmed by the comments of Mary Wilcox Plimpton, a
niece of Ansley and Grace Wilcox, who spent “a great deal of time” in her
uncle’s home “and often actually lived in the house” between 1907 and 1920.
In answer to inquiries concerning the library, she responded as follows:
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...to answer your question about the tiles around the fireplace: I have no
memory of them whatsoever! {(Cheer up, I'll do better with the curtains
which I believe were a soft tan that shaded in with the oak woodwork).

They really belong in parentheses as they were unnoticeable. The chair and
sofa coverings were in soft shades of green, brown or beige—mostly worn vel-
vet, except for two large upholstered chairs tucked in at each end of a big
table underneath the bookshelves that filled the end of the room on Franklin
Street (east] side. These two homely, clumsy, but comfy chairs were covered
in leather-—one in black, one in deep red. The lampshades were beige and I
wager they had silk fringe—the fashion of those days. As for the rugs, I think
they were orientals but am not sure,

Over the mantel hung a painting of trees in autumn colors which was a
keynote to the coloring of the whele room. Brass andirons, fender, tongs,
ete.—plus bits of brass—bowls, boxes, lamps (maybe) were in evidence.

There was no period style to the room; the decor wag pleasant, comfortable
and liveable with a special charm of its own, 1t wasn’t even Victorian....

Refurnishing the library, Mrs. Plimpton thought, would be easy because of
the photographs available, and she recommended talking to Mrs. Mitchell
and Mrs, Norton, both members of “The Class” of which she herself had heen
the “youngest and timidest” member. Since “The Class” met weekly, she said,
“there was plenty of time and opportunity to study the furnishings while
someone read aloud.”

Of this room, at about the same post-1910 period, Edwine Noyes Mitchell
later recalled with affection:

The interior of the Wilcox Mansion was in the best, tradition of the 1890s. It
was a house of dark woodwork and dark carved furniture, upholstered in vel-
vet and brocade that was carefully protected with handsome lace antimacas-
sars. Many bookcases overflowing with books, portraits, tapestries, and
small objets d’art from all over the world attested to the background and
taste of the family. The sun streamed through the high southern windows
above the wide window seat onto the many comfortable chairs and sofas oc-
cupied by the elegant ladies. The open fire crackled briskly in the green-tiled
fireplace. Mrs. Wilcox presided with gracious benignity from her wheelchair
beside it....

The reader generally arrived on her annual day in a state of nervous “twit-
ters”.... She was always ensconced in the seat of honor, a large antimacas-
sared chair to the left of the southern window under a good light. Before her
was a small table to hold her books and a glass of ice water.

It was a charming picture: the beauntiful room, the gracious presence of Mrs.
Wilcox in her wheelchair before the fire, the gentle ladies with their wide

_ﬁ----'----.-l

74 Mary Wilcox Plimpton to Mrs. Donaldson, Boston, ca. 1963 (THRI files).

36



skirts spread about them—no immodest knees showing in those days—state-
ly Miss Love, with her magnificent white head indomitably erect; beside her
Mrs. Rumsey with her tiny feet supported on a footstool; the whole bathed in
the shifting glow of the late sun, vying with the ﬂickerin% fire and the colored
segments of light through the Tiffany glass lamp shade.

Mrs. Mitchell later told an interviewer that the fireplace tile was green, the
window seat dark blue, and the hassock brown or dark red. In a subsequent
joint interview with Mrs. Porter Norton, also a 1910 recruit to “The Class,”
the ladies recalled lots of antimacassars of “white linen, filet lace, Venetian”;
olive draperies; green velvet on the window seat; a sofa against one of the
closed hall doors; a tinge of olive in the green tiles; a “big rug” at the west end
of the room; “many Spanish frames”; “goldish” embossed wallpaper along the
frieze; a brown rocking chair; “some blue in the room”; and an Old Master

type picture over the mantel.

Mrs. Ethel Chapin Patch, a friend of Ansley Wilcox's sister Mabel and thus a
contemporary of Grace Wilcox, remembered the library as being “rather dull
and simply furnished.”

She thought [recorded her 1969 interviewer] the drapes might have been tan.
They blended with the woodwork, She described the wood as dark oak. She
said the curtains were muslin. When she looked at the photo of the Delaware
end of the room she remembered that there were two entrances with doors
that matched those leading into the dining room. Between the doors were
open shelves with vases, etc. on them. The top shelf was about waist high
and there was just an open space ahove,

In 1971 Mrs. Sarah Coburn Hoff, a much younger cousin of Grace Wilcox,
donated to the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Foundation a small oval
mahogany tea table in the Hepplewhite style around which ghe and her
mother and other members of “The Class” had tea with Mrs. Wilcox. Mrs.
Hoff was quoted as saying that these teas were held in “the parlor,” confirm-
ing Mrs. Mitchell’s recollection that, after the reading, the ladies “repaired to

75 Mitchell, “The Wilcox Mansion and Mrs. Wilcox’ Class”™ (see appendix D).

76 Mrs. Edwine N. Mitchell, interview, March 5, 1969, copy in site files; Mrs. Edwine
Mitchell and Mrs. Porter Norton, joint interview, 1969.

77 Mrs. Nathaniel K B. Patch, interview, April 30, 1969. The 1921 photograph shows
books on the shelves between the doors.
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the adjoining room” for tea. On other days, however, tea was served in the
library at four o'clock. It is not clear whether Mrs. Hoff’s tea table, given to
her by Grace Wilcox, was in the parlor or in the library, although its small
size suggests that it may have been in the latter room where tea was served
to fewer people.

Two other family members, also much younger than Grace Wilcox, remem-
bered the library of later years as having a brown rug and brown velvet cur-
tains, a gilt-framed pier mirror between the west windows, blue Delft tiles
with white flowers around the fireplace, blue vases, and frosted glass (not
colored) shades on the chandeliers.

The inventory that was filed with Grace Rumsey Wilcox’s will in 1933 listed
items in the Delaware Avenue house by room. Library furnishings appeared
on pages 2 and 3 (see appendix B of this report). Though fairly complete, the
list only occasionally mentions materials (oak, leather, mahogany, ete.) and is
not much help in identifying objects in the earlier photographs.

Unfortunately, the 1935 auction catalogue (appendix E) is not much more
helpful in identifying what was in the Wilcox library; it was not very specific
about the location of items and it included pieces from other estates. The
only pieces described as “library furniture” cannot be surely associated with
the Wilcoxes, nor can most, of the paintings, although “The Little Princess,”
measuring 61" x 55", must have been the one over the sofa in the 1921 parior
photogr.eq;slas.80 According to a Buffalo newspaper report, one item in the
house that was not to be sold was “the table used by Judge John R. Hazel to
hold the Bible used in swearing in President Roosevelt,” Although no Bible
was used on that occasion, the table probably was the one President
Roosevelt and Judge Hazel used when they put their siglatures to the offi-
cial oath. What happened to this table is not recorded.

78 Betty Ott Plants, “Wilcox Mansion So Fondly Recalled,” Buffalo Courier-Express, July
23, 1971; Sarah Coburn Hoff, interview, March 19, 1969, transcript in site files; Mrs. Ansley
Wilcox 111, interview, August 14, 1974,

79 Mrs. William J. Donovan (born Ruth Rumsey) and Mrs. Dexter P. Rumsey, Jr.,
interview, December 4, 1970, transcript in site files, Mrs. Donovan, born in 1891, was a
daughter of Dexter P. Rumsey, Sr., by his third wife, making her a half-sister of Grace
Wilcox, though 37 years her junior.

80 O. Rundie Gilbert, “Unrestricted Auction Sale, Estates of Ansley Wileox, Truman G.
Avery and others,” May 22-24, 1935, p. 16.

81 "Wilcox Mansion to go under hammer today,” in Buffalo Courier-Express, May 23, 1935.
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When the library was gutted in 1938 to create the large dining room for the
Kathryn Lawrence Tea Room, the original bookcases were thrown out, except
for one section incorporated in a kitchen storage closet. Another section, pur-
chased by Mrs. Patch and later donated to the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural
National Historic Site, was reused in the restored library and served as a pat-
tern for reconstructing the rest of the bookshelves.82 Mrs. Lawrence’s hus-
band, Oliver M. Lawrence, had the original green and yellow fireplace tiles
made into gaperweights, which were given away to friends; none of these has
turned up.

The original ceiling fixtures from the library came down in 1938 but were not
thrown out. When the restaurant closed in 1959, the old fixtures went on the
auction block. Mr, Kevin Hickey of Buffalo bought them, minus the glass
shades, sold separately; ten years later he donated the fixtures to the
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Foundation for use in the restored library. 84
Two well documented pieces from the 1901 library—a chair and a mantel
clock (THRI 70-295 and 296)—came as a gift from the estate of Martha N.
Guldner who, with her husband John H. Guldner, had been an employee of
the Wilcoxes and had received the pieces as gifts from Mrs. Wilcox.5

Three other objects that can with assurance be associated with the library
are a bronze figural lamp (THRI 70-280, gift of the Allentown Association); a
glass kerosene lamp (THRI 70-163, donated by Margaret E. Scheu); and a
child’s windsor rocking chair (THRI 69-207, gift of Mrs. Allan Gushue).
There are also in the site collection about 65 books that belonged to the Wil-
coxes and presumably were shelved in the library. 6

Summary

There is excellent evidence on the furnishings of the eastern half of the
library at the time of Theodore Roosevelt’s swearing-in as president in Sep-
tember 1901. Information on the west end of the room at that time is lack-
ing, although it would be not unreasonable to assume that the new objects
{card table, three chairs, and fern on a pedestal) in figure 6, a photograph
taken not long after, had been moved from the other end of the room. At

82 Information from Mrs. Barbara Brandt, Superintendent, THRL

83 Oliver M. Lawrence, interview, March 19, 1969, transcript in site files.

84 Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hickey, interview, May 16, 1969, transcript in site files.

85 R. Hughs to Walter Dunn, intra-office memorandum, March 20, 1970 (THRI files).
36 THRI museum catalogue files; see appendix J for a list of the books.
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least seven pieces of original furniture and almost 40 pre-1901 books are cur-
rently available for display in the room.

Morning Room

Identified as the “living room” on George Cary’s 1896 plan for the proposed
first floor of the Ansley Wilcox residence’s new wing (fig. 1), this room on the
south side was known to the family as the “morning room.” It was a spacious
room, about 22 feet long by 12 feet wide, with a wide fireplace on the east
wall, a large triple-window on the south wall flanked by facing windows on
the east and west. A double door opened from the hall on the north side;
another door, on the east wall, provided access to the dining room. The room
was Tudor Gothic in inspiration, with dark oak wainscoting half way up the
walls and white plaster above (possibly covered with a plain paper or
“grasscloth”), a white ceiling decorated with bold strapwork, and a large
fireplace framed with a shallow Gothic arch and massive carved oak mantel.
Partially gutted when the building was turned into a restaurant, the morn-
ing room has since 1970 been restored to its original appearance.

Although the term “morning room” commonly referred to an upstairs sitting
room used in the early part of the day by the ladies of a household, in the Wil-
cox house the morning room was as definitely Mr. Wilcox’s room as the
library was his wife’s. It served a dual purpose, as a private office or study
and, in modern terms, a den. Wilcox had a desk there, for transacting per-
sonal business and correspondence, and he probably received callers in this
room, where a contemporary remembered he “often held meetings,” probably
related to his various philanthropic activities. When the Wilcoxes enter-
tained, Ansley and his gentlemen guests could move, after dinner, directly
from the dining room into the morning room to smoke and talk 38

Others in the household did use the morning room at times. Mrs. Mary Wil-
cox Plimpton, Ansley’s niece, remembered studying at her uncle’s desk when

87 Shelgrin and Dunn, Part II Historic Structure Report, Ansley Wilcox House N.H.S.
(1969), pp. 8, 12, figure 23, and plan, “Alterations to Residence of Ansley Wilcox.”

88 Patch, “Recollections,” p. 10. The room was referred to as the “smoking-room” in the
Buffalo Express, September 10, 1901, when Vice-President Roosevelt was using it as his
office. The terms sitting room, living room, and study were used occasionally by outsiders,
although the family regularly called it the morning room.
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she stayed there.®® Marian Bull Eames, Mr. Wilcox’s granddaughter,
recalled: “As children visiting my grandparents we never used the morning
room exc%pt to walk through it to get to the dining room from the front
room...

On special occasions the morning room was pressed into service as a public
reception area. One such occasion was the presidential oath-taking on Sep-
tember 14, 1901. According to Gilbertine Coakley Norton, who was “eating
goodies” in the kitchen while the ceremony was going on in the library, there
was a “small reception” afterwards in the mormng room, during which
Theodore Roosevelt patted her on the head.”’ When Ansley Wilcox died, al-
most 30 years later, his body was “laid out” in the same room. 92

The room has special associations with two presidents. During both his stays
in the Wilcox house in September 1901, Theodore Roosevelt used the morn-
ing room ("smoking-room,” according to one journalist) as his temporary of-
fice, where he and his private secretary, William Loeb, dealt with the many
telegrams and letters that poured in before and after the death of President
McKinley. A telegraph instrument was set up, probably in a nearby room,
manned by the chief telegrapher of the United States Senate, William Jef-
fers. Two days after the oath-taking, a reporter noted that Loeb and his as-
sistants were busy opening and classifying “at least 600 telegrams and
letters...piled up on the oak table in the sitting room of the house.”"

1t was also in the morning room that President Roosevelt drafted his first offi-
cial paper on September 14, 1901. On returning alone from his “little walk”
with Secretary Root after the oath-taking and cabinet meeting, the president
retired to “our morning room, which he used as an office,” in Ansley Wilcox’s
words, and there drafted the manuscript of the proclamation announcing
President McKinley’s death and appointing Thursday, September 19th, a day
of national mourning,

An hour or so later [as Wilcox recalled] he read this in the morning room to a

small company that happened to drop in—Governor Odell, Congressman
Lucius N, Littauer, William C. Warren, and myself, and asked us to criticise

89 Mary Wilcox Plimpton, telephone interview, October 31, 1982, transcript in site files.
90 Marian Bull Eames to ?, January 1985 (THRI files, Morning Room).

91 Mrs. Porter Norton, interview, 1974,

92 Mary Wilcox Plimpten, telephone interview, February 1986.

93 Oswego Times, September 17, 1901.
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it. His stenographer, Mr. Loeb, had made a clean copy, and in this the chan-
ges which were then agreed upon were inserted. Unfortunately this second
copy was thrown away. Governor Odell and Warren made few suggestions,
Littauer and I made a good many, several of which were adopted, as will ap-
pear by the copies of the proclamation as printed.

The paper was sent up to Mr. Root, Secretary of War, and Mr. Cortelyou,
Secretary to the President, at Milburn’s house, and was issued that same eve-
ning and dated from Washington.94

The original draft, scribbled by the president in pencil on four sheets of yel-
low paper, “was rescued from a scrap basket by some thoughtful soul and
presented to Mr. Wilcox” who preserved it, with the following note: “Sat.
Sept. 14, 1901. This paper was drafted by President Roosevelt in the morn-
ing room at our house.” The draft eventually came into the possession of the
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society as part of the Ansley Wilcox
papers.

When President Taft spent a few hours in the Wilcox house on April 30, 1910,
he was photographed in the morning room with his aide, Maj. Archie Butt,
and their host, possibly indicating that the room served briefly as his “office.”

Furnishings

George Cary’s 1896 floor plan of the “living room” (fig. 1) indicates with a
cross (+) the proposed locations of a center light and a pair of sconces flank-
ing the bay window. The electrical specifications suggest that only the over-
head light was electrified.”

The scanty evidence on furnishings of the morning room in 1901 is limited to
incidental references in contemporary newspapers and later comments by
participants in the events of that September. The reminiscences of Mrs.
Mary Wilcox Plimpton, a niece, cover the years after about 1907, when she
was 10 years old. The earliest photograph (fig. 11) dates from 1910 and
shows little. The only good photograph (fig. 13), showing the south half of

94  Ansley Wilcox, “Manusecript of President Roosevelt’s First Official Paper,” undated
typescript (copy, THRI files).

95 Ibid.; “By Accident Theodore Roosevelt Chose Place Where He Took Qath of Nation’s
Highest Office, Buffalo Times, December 18, 1927. The draft is filed separately from the
serapbook in which Ansley Wilcox formerly kept it.

96 First Floor Plan, Alterations to Residence of Ansley Wilcox, in George Cary Papers,
BECHS; Appendix C, p. 203.
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the room, dates from 1921. The last photograph, taken in 1934, shows part
of the east wall, mainly the fireplace (fig. 14).

1901 In the contemporary accounts of President Roosevelt’s stay, the only
piece of furniture mentioned in relation to the morning room was an “oak
table” on which were piled “at least 600 telegrams and letters.”?’

Ansley Wilcox’s account of the drafting of President Roosevelt’s proclamation,
while mentioning no furniture, implies the presence of a chair and desk or
table at which the President sat, as well as a table, chair, and typewriter
used by his secretary to type a clean copy of the draft. A later source speaks
of the original draft being “rescued from a scrap basket.” Volume VIII of
Richardson’s Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents was
consulted by Roosevelt while drafting his proclamation because it contained,
on page 34, the text of President Arthur’s proclamation of President
Garfield’s death in 1881.98

Photographs of the exterior of 641 Delaware Avenue taken in 1901 show that
there were plain, light-colored roller shades in the west window and bay win-
dow og the morning room. One also shows a potted plant in the west win-
dow.

When Mabel Ganson visited the Wilcox girls in the 1880s and 1890s, the “sit-
ting-room” contained “two big chairs” and a clock on the “chimneypiece” and
was across the hall from the nursery. This was probably before the morning
room was added in 1896, but may be indicative of what was there after 1896,
especially since two big chairs and a mantel clock are prominent in the 1921
photograph of the morning room.’

Ethel Chapin Patch, a friend of Ansley Wilcox’s younger sister Mabel, remem-
beredlt(ﬁe morning room as “a large bright room,” decorated in “rich blue and
gold.”

97 Oswego Times, September 17, 1901.

98 Oswego Times, September 17, 1901; Wilcox, “Manuscript of President Roosevelt’s First
Official Paper,” undated (copy, THRI).

99 THRI photo files.

100 Luhan, Intimate Memories, pp. 72-73.

101 Patch, “Recollections.” Her description better fits the dining room.
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Family tradition holds that Ansley Wilcox’s ca.1800 slant-front bureau desk
(THRI 69-212), with replaced brass hardware, was used by President
Roosevelt during his 1901 stay. Mary Wilcox Plimpton remembered seeing
her Uncle Ansley (after 1907) “sitting in the corner at his desk, a window at
his side.” The desk was definitely in the room by 19191 when it figured in Ur-
quhart Wilcox’s portrait of his brother Ansley (fig. 12). 02

1910. The photograph taken in the morning room during President Taft’s
1910 visit (fig. 11) shows the portly President seated in what appears to be a
relatively low-backed chair with a carved and curved crest rail. Behind him
can be seen the fireplace. Over the mantel hangs an oval-framed portrait of
a young woman and to the right of it, on the mantel, is a 4-light can-
delabrum. The portrait was of Ansley Wilcox’s younger daughter, Frances,
painted in 1902 by Evelyn Rumsey Cary; it is now in the site collection
(THRI 77.23.5) in the original frame.

¢a.1907-1920. Mary Wilcox, daughter of Ansley’s brother, Daniel Hand Wil-
cox, Jr., was a frequent visitor at 641 Delaware Avenue from 1907, when she
was 10 years old, until about 1920. Her memories of this room are recorded
in two 1986 interviews.

Mrs. Plimpton told Mrs. Barbara Brandt in a February 1986 telephone con-
versation that there was a “small, round table” in the center of the room; this
was covered with a lace tablecloth and held “neat piles of magazines.” Beside
this table there was a “standing lamp.” There were two “everyday American
arm chairs” flanking the fireplace; next to each stood a small table with an
ashtray. An “old desk” on one wall was “used to keep fireplace wood.” On
the north wall stood a secretary. A picture, not identified, hung above the
fireplace. The window ledges held “many plants” and the curtains were
“plain beige.”10

Mrs. Plimpton provided more substantial information on the morning room
when she talked with historian William Seale in September 1985. His notes,
transcribed from the interview tape, follow:

102 Mrs. George Plimpton, interview, 1985, quoted in William Seale, “Furnishing Plan,
Morning Room, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site,” 1986.

103 Mary Plimpton, telephone interview, February 1986, notes of Barbara B. Brandt. Mrs.
Brandt also noted in her comments on the Seale “Furnishing Plan, Morning Room™ (1986)
that Mrs. Plimpton said the carved secretary was similar to one she herself owned and that
the rest of the room had “plain simple furniture, not [a] lot [of] antiques.”
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Morning room “had no furniture...it was never furnished.”
Called “Big Room.”

“I lived in that house. 1 lived in that room in the corner and did my lessons
on a little velvet settee. Little Mary piled her books at one end of the settee
and did her work on the other. The sofa was at right angles to the terrace
door. No color in the room; no curtains, but beige taffeta or something—very
plain, never drawn. Hung outside. All the other furniture was two large ordi-
nary chairs covered in I don’t know what with two conventional little tables
with ash trays.”

“Reasonably sized, comfortable” fireplace opening.

“I got my culture through the cracks” listening to Aunt Grace’s literary meet-
ings".

“Absolutely round table.”

“Extraordinary ceiling lamp...tan shade on brass rod. Like a great big lamp
shade. Might have had fringe—I doubt it.”

“Furnishings. Besides the ordinary settee with ordinary velvet; I mentioned
the ordinary chairs; they had standing lamps on sides of the chairs, toward
the fireplace.

Bay window was filled with green plants. Awfully pretty—you saw only the
plants, barely the arbor beyond. I can see Uncle Ansley yet, sitting in the
corner at his desk, a window at his side; he’d work until 2 or 3 in the morning
and go out and prune his arbor...."

“Where the many pictures are now [west wall?} was a large desk, about like
that [indicates her own]. Mother got it in France—paid $83.00 for it.”

“Big round table had every known magazine set in circles; plant in center.
Then that terrible lamp—on a brass rod. A chest on wall opposite the
fireplace—looked like a coffin. Uncle Ansley’s coffin was on this wall—open.
I thought it spooky.”

“Picture of Uncle A. over mantel-—I'm not sure.”

Afriend says rug was like a “flowery field.” Remembered a china cow they’d
fill with milk and let the children milk it. Rug felt like a flowery field.

Round table would have seated 12. Was for books, or with lace cloth for tea.
Center lamp, probably pleated silk.

You could look from the morning room into the dining room. There was a
large doorway. About 4 small straight-backed chairs around the big table.
There were two handsome wall chairs—Itglian with leather backs.

1921, Mrs. Plimpton’s memories of the morning room are partially confirmed
by the photograph of the south half of the room published in the Buffalo
Times, March 6, 1921 (fig. 12). In this view can be seen the two large
upholstered armchairs facing the fireplace, a settee in the southeast corner,
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Mr, Wilcox’s desk in the southwest corner, and a piece on the west wall that
may have been the coffin-like chest mentioned by Mrs. Plimpton.

In other details, however, her account and the photograph differ. In 1921 the
center table, octagonal rather than round, stood between the two big
armchairs. Its top, uncovered, held a coffer-like box, a small compote, a lec-
tern, and a lamp with turned base and fringed shade. An open armchair
near the bay window may be the one President Taft sat in for his 1910
photograph. Only one potted plant can be seen on the window ledge. The
curtains and valance on the south windows and terrace door are of a dark
fabric with a strong geometric pattern of light-colored ovals.

Also visible in the 1921 photograph are the following items not mentioned by
Mrs. Plimpton:104

oriental gourd vase (mantel, left end)

bracket clock, mahogany case, probably English or German, 18th century or
reproduction (mantel, left of center)

large painting, probably a seascape {centered over mantel)

unidentified rectangular object (mantel, right end), possibly an ornamental
box of some kind

andirons and fireplace tools, wrought iron

fireplace bench or banquette (called a fender bench in the inventory of Grace
Wilcox’s estate), with a small oriental-style rug laid over it

round-topped stool or stand (right of hearth)

octagonal center table; probably 1935 auction item 1122, “large octagonal
center table of Italian origin, circa 1650"

objects on center table:
brass or silver-plated chamber candlestick

book stand or lectern (possibly item 1169 in 1935 auction, a “polychrome
painted Lecturn™)

small compote, scalloped edge, white glass or china

domed-top letter or jewelry box

104 Identification of these objects is based on an analysis by Eaton Galleries, Buffalo, May
11, 1987 (THRI file, Morning Room).
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table lamp with turned wood or metal base, fringed shade

portrait of Grace R. Wilcox in middle age, in an oval frame (south wall, be-
tween terrace door and bay windows); this portrait, now in a rectangular
frame, is in the site collection

pair of three-light sconces, probably electric (mounted just above the
wainscoting on either side of the bay)

animal figure, possibly a lion rampant (on ledge of bay window)
plant in pot with saucer (bay window ledge)

hanging lamp (?) (right side of bay)

chest, wood or leather-covered (in front of bay window)

armchair, upholstered seat and back, carved crest rail; possibly the chair in
which President Taft was photographed in 1910 (fig. 11)

slant-front bureau desk (THRI 69-212) (south wall, next to west window);
this was Ansley Wilcox’s desk, also shown in this location in a 1919 mixed
media portrait of Ansley by his brother Urquhart (fig. 12)

objects on desk:
desk lamp, metal with glass shade

pair of pyramidal china candlesticks; in the 1919 portrait (fig. 11), these
candlesticks are shown as blue and red

urn, probably Chinese or European porcelain
possibly an inkstand and a perpetual calendar
books and papers

armchair with leather-covered saddle seat, three shaped splats, late 18th
century style (in front of desk)

square portrait of unidentified subject (south wall, over desk); although in
the 1921 photograph this light-struck painting is suggestive of a bearded
man, it may have been the portrait of Ansley Wilcox’s mother, Frances
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Louisa Ansley Wilcox (1830-1916), by her son Urquhart Wilcox, described in
1927 as hanging over the desk in the “living room” of the Wilcox house.

A somewhat similarly-posed portrait of Mrs. Wilcox, painted about 1910,
shows her with a fluffy white scarf which might be mistaken for a beard in a
bad light.%

two-light gas bracket, with milk glass shade and glass chimney (west wall,
next to window; perhaps one of a pair)

low floor lamp with metal shade (right of desk)
small table or stand, with bocks on top (west wall)

armchair (west wall, between stand and chest), probably matching the one
in front of the bay

large chest, probably 17th century Italian (west wall); probably the “oak
chest and contents” in the 1933 inventory of the morning room and the coffin-
like chest remembered by Mrs. Plimpton

oriental rug, approximately room size; possibly the Mahal carpet rug, 12’6"
by 11’ in the 1935 auction (item 890); Eileen O’Keefe, who came on as dining
room maid in 1930, thought that the morning room rug was red, green, and
blue.

The 1921 photograph tells us nothing about objects that may have been on
the north wall and at the north end of the west wall.

1927-1935. Several newspaper articles about Ansley Wilcox gave fleeting
glimpses of the morning room in the late 1920s. Besides the one already
quoted regarding the portrait of Wilcox’s mother over his desk (Buffalo Sun-
day Times, December 11, 1927), the following are worth quoting:

The morning room of the Wilcox home, rich in rare objects of art, with its sun-
lit Sorollas, its fine example of portraiture by Urquhart Wilcox, its really

105 Buffalo Sunday Times, December 11, 1927; “The Art of Urquhart Wilcox,” pp. 11 and 14.
The portrait exhibited in 1984, then owned by Mrs. Ruth Sawyer Ewing, has since come to
the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Foundation by bequest and hangs in the dining room. It is
rectangular rather than square and smaller than the one in the 1921 photograph of the
morning room.
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splendid engraving of Joseph Choate, its wealth of carvings in woodwork and
furniture....[%®

On the wall of his study are portraits of Roosevelt, Elihu Root and Joseph H.
Choate—that of Choate “a perfect likeness of a lovable old gentleman.” And
Root—"good but not showing the strength of character of my splendid friend."
The Roosevelt photograph is the last one the former president had taken....
Wilcox plans to leave to some museum or historical society a big leather-
covered scrapbook which now lies in the bottem drawer of an old desk in the
morning room [containing photographs, clippings and notes concerning
Theodore Roosevelt’s swearing-in, including the original draft of his initial
proclamation].

In an old secretary in the morning room of Mr. Wilcox’s home there lies a
treasure trove of documents which tell the story [of McKinley’s death and
Roosevelt’s inauguration].

The last photograph taken in the morning room, tentatively dated 1934 (fig.
14 ), shows only the area immediately around the fireplace. Over the mantel
is Urquhart Wilcox’s rather stiff portrait of his older brother Ansley, painted
in 1927 when the subject was 71. The chair in the portrait, or one almost
identical to it, is in front of the fireplace, facing the octagonal center table.

On the mantel are a pair of wrought iron candelabra and the bracket clock
that was there in 1921. There is a four-fold wire screen in front of the
fireplace; a pair of ornate wrought-iron andirons with a cross bar; and, to the
left, a set of wrought-iron fireplace tools. On the terrace door there is a light-
colored roller shade, but no curtains.

The inventory filed with Mrs. Wilcox’s will in 1933 listed several pieces of fur-
niture in the morning room, but with too little description to be very helpful.
These included four chairs (three oak), two chests (one oak), an oak cabinet, a
waste basket, a desk, a lamp, a five-piece living room set, an oak stand, a
fender bench, a pine table, a console table, a book stand, a “pair of irons,
tongs, etc.”, a pedestal, and a rug. 1

The 1935 auction catalogue offers little help since it usually did not indicate
what rooms objects came from and it included items from other estates. A
few items can be matched up with fair assurance, such as the “large oc-

106 Buffalo Sunday Times, December 18, 1927. “Sorollas” may refer to paintings by the
Spanish artist, Joaquin Soralla y Bastida (1862-1923), although none were listed in the 1935
auction catalogue.

107 Buffalo Evening News, February 11, 1928. The scrapbook did eventually go to the
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society.

108 Buffalo Evening News, January 29, 1830.

109 See Appendix B,

48

R N —




tagonal center table of Italian origin, circa 1650" and the center table in the
photographs, but most can not.

Summary

There is practically no direct evidence on the furnishings in this room at the
time President Roosevelt used it as a temporary office in 1901. Contem-
porary accounts mention only an oak table. The presence of a desk and table,
at least six chairs, a typewriter, and a waste paper basket can be inferred
from the circumstances surrounding the drafting of the president’s proclama-
tion,

The best evidence is for the year 1921, when the southern half of the room
was photographed. This visual information is supplemented and partially
corroborated by the memories of Mary Wilcox Plimpton and a few others who
knew the room after about 1907. Evidence from the later 1920s and early
1930s adds little to our understanding of the room’s evolution, although they
do suggest that the room and its furnishings never underwent a major
facelift. Since Mrs. Wilcox “did not go in for interior decorating,” changes,
such as the addition of Italian antique pieces, tended to occur gradually in
her house. The unanswered question, however, is how early the European
antiques made their appearance at 641 Delaware Avenue.

Dining Room

In striking contrast with the adjoining, rather dark, Tudor morning room, the
Wilcoxes’ dining room was a bright and elegant expression of Colonial
Revival architecture, complete with Corinthian pilasters, elaborately carved
cornice, and a delicate fanlight over the doors to the terrace on the south
side. Whether the contrast of styles, so readily apparent when the connect-
ing door stood open, was architect George Cary’s idea or Grace Wilcox’s, it
was a bold conceit that still has the power to startle the unsuspecting visitor.

Memories differ ont the colors in the dining room. Mrs. Patch, who was about
18 in 1901 and a good friend of Ansley’s sister Mabel, remembered the dining
room as “a sunny lovely room in Colonial yellow and ivory.” Mrs. William J.
Donovan (Ruth Rumsey), Grace Rumsey Wilcox’s much younger half-sister,
thought the room had blue wallpaper and blue curtains. Mrs. George
Plimpton, Ansley Wilcox’s niece, said the walls and curtains were white.
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Frances Wilcox’s friend, Mrs. Norton, remembered blue wallpaper. The 1921
photographs (figs. 9 and 10) show striped wallpaper and sheer white cur-
tains, When the room was restored in 1973, the W.H. Birge Company
provided blue wallpaper of a pattern similar {o that in the 1921
photoga'aphs.110

The dining room survived the restaurant period relatively unscathed, except
for the removal of the original pantry door at the south end of the east wall
and the opening of a new doorway in the north wall. These changes were not
corrected in the restoration of the 1970s.

As befitted their place in society, the Wilcoxes took all their meals in the
dining room. They did not, however, always take them together, since Mr.
Wilcox's daily schedule was quite different from the norm. A niece who
“spent many hours with her uncle as she was growing up” (¢.1907-1920)
recalled that Mr. Wilcox rose late and had breakfast about noon, while the
rest of the household was having lunch. “He always sat at a small table at
the window in front of the doors in the dining room, reading his paper, facing
the gardens on the left of the room.”*'! Luncheon guests at the dining table,
it 1s said, had “to curtail their conversation so as not to disturb” his read-
ing. 12 One of little Nina’s friends remembered seeing Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox
at dinner together, eating “a silent meal,” while the children waited in the sit-
ting-room for “the children’s hour,” but this was probably before the present
dining room was built. U3 11 later years, Mr. Wilcox often dined alone at
9:00, long after the rest of the household.! 114

110 Patch, “Recollections”; Mrs. William J. Donovan and Mrs. Dexter P. Rumsey, Jr.,
interview, 1970; thpton interview, 1973; Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes”; Walter S
Dunn, “Revised Furnishing Plan,” Ansley Wilcox House, June 1973, p. 11.

111 Mary Wileox Plimpton, interview, May 5, 1973,

112 Mary Wilcox Plimpton, quoted in notes on the dining room prepared for the use of tour
guides (THRI file, Diniag Room),

113 Luhan, Intimate Memories, p.72.

114 Mrs.Porter Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes”. Mrs. Norton said that the Wilcoxes had to
keep two cooks, “one for Mr. Wilcox and one for the rest of the family... because Mr. Wilcox
lived a different schedule from his wife and daughters.”
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Although people as socially prominent as the Wilcoxes undoubtedly enter-
tained fairly frequently, little is known about this aspect of their lives. Gil-
bertine Coakley Norton, Frances Wilcox’s childhood friend, often ate at the
Wilcoxes and recalled “the very excellent and elaborate meals with many
courses, much more elaborate than in her home,” and the uniformed
waitress.!'® Mrs. Ruth Rumsey Donovan, whose memories of the house go
back to the early years of this century, recalled that the uniformed dining
room maid “passed the food” but did not think that it was brought from the
pantry to a server or rolling server.

Nieces and nephews recalled the extensive Wilcox family holiday gatherings
as including dinners that took “for ever, with lots of silver, crystal and many
courses” after which the children would “follow Uncle Ansley around, waiting
for the time that he would give them all a gold piece.”117

In September 1901, while Theodore Roosevelt was a house guest, first as vice
president, then as president, he took some of his meals in the Wilcox dining
room. Besides breakfast each day, he had lunch there on September 8, with
Wilcox, Seymour Sawyer, and a son of John G. Milburn. The next day Wilcox
hosted a lunch for Roosevelt, Secretary Root, two of the doctors attending the
wounded President McKinley, and William Loeb, Roosevelt’s private
secretary. On the 10th Roosevelt lunched with Wileox and the two Wilcox
daughters, just back from the country, where Mrs. Wilcox remained
throughout the vice president’s visit.

On his return as president, four days later, Roosevelt lunched at the
Wilcoxes’ before taking the oath of office. According to Ethel Chapin Patch,
her father, William H. Chapin, inspector general of New York State and in
charge of the president’s official escort, was present at this lunch. The presi-
dent occupied a chair at one end of the table, with his back to the windows,
facing his host.*® President Roosevelt had dinner with the Wilcox family
that evening. On Sunday, the 15th of September, Dr. S.S. Mitchell, pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church joined the president for breakfast with Mr,
and Mrs. Wilcox. At lunch that day, after the McKinley funeral service, the

115 Norton, “Memaries of Wilcoxes” and 1974 interview.

116 Ruth Rumsey Donovan, answers on questionnaire concerning dining room, July 15,
1973, THRI research file: Dining Room,

117 Quoted from an unnamed source, notes on the dining room for the use of tour guides
(THRI file, Dining Room).

118 Mrs. Nathaniel K.B. Patch, interview, 1969.
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Wilcoxes entertained the president, Secretary Root, Governor Odell of New
York, Congressman Lucius Littauer, and Republican Committeernan William
C. Warren. On his last day in Buffalo, President Roosevelt breakfasted at
7:30 with Wilcox and Loeb before departing for the train station.™? Probably
only the morning room saw more of Theodore Roosevelt during the time he
spent at 641 Delaware Avenue.

Furnishings

George Cary’s floor plan of the 1896 alterations to Ansley Wilcox’s house (fig.
1) indicated with a cross (+) the locations for a center light, probably
electrified, and two sconces on the north wall. The chandelier and one of the
sconces are visible in the 1921 photographs (figs. 9, 10).12

The only pre-1901 reference to the dining room concerns the table and
tablecloth. From the Austrian Tyrol Grace Wilcox wrote on August 17, 1899,
asking Ansley to have Mabel, his sister and temporarily mistress of 641
Delaware Avenue, measure “the tablecloth she uses to the round top & 2
extra leaves,” so that she can order cloth in Paris and have it “marked.” The
one presently in use, she pointed out, was a little short but the only one big
enough for the table. This reference to a round extension table suggests that
the relczt;]?ngular table in the 1921 photographs may have been acquired after
1901,

One of the exterior photographs taken about 1901 shows plain white curtains
on the terrace doors; on the flanking windows were roller shades with a bold
floral design painted on them (fig. 19).

Mrs. Plimpton, whose memories of the room went back to about 1907, stated
in 1973 that “the Wilcoxes never changed the furnishings of the dining

»

room.” She remembered the following details:
the walls and curtains were white

the sideboard was placed against the wall opposite the windows; it was long
and narrow with a cupboard on either end

the china cabinet was a beautiful piece of furniture which stood on legs

119 See pp. 24, above.

120 First Floor Plan, Alterations to Residence of Ansley Wilcox, in George Cary Papers,
BECHS.

121 Grace R. Wilcox to Ansley Wilcox, Tyrol, August 17, 1899, Wilcox Collection, BECHS
(THRI copy).
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the dishes in the china cabinet were Lowestoft
the chairs were antiques

the portrait of Frances hung over the fireplace

Mrs. Porter Norton, a contemporary of Frances Wilcox, remembered blue
wallpaper in the dining room, beautiful French Limoges china, Italian
glassware, and two portraits: one of Frances Wilcox by Cecilia Beaux and a
childhood portrait of Ansley Wilcox (THRI 77.23.4). The Beaux portrait of
Frances, she thought, was painted later than the ¢a.1907 portrait by Ur-
quhart Wilcox, now hanging in the dining room. 2

Eileen O’Keefe, who came to the Wilcoxes in 1930 as dining room maid or
waitress, remembered a blue rug in the dining room, a table in the corner by
the fireplace, and a clock. In her day, she was sure, there was no door from
the dining room into the morning room.

The only photographs of the Wilcoxes’ dining room are two taken in 1921, one
of which appeared in the Buffalo Times, March 6, 1921 (figs. 9 and 10). Be-
tween them, these photographs show all of the room except the northwest
corner, most of which was occupied by the doors to the hall and the morning
room.

Furnishings visible in these photographs are as follows:

Center

extension table, square with chamfered corners, deep ogee apron, and a mas-
sive split pedestal with four radiating legs, mahogany, Classical Revival
style, ¢.1900, “probably made by Hersee or Burkey and Gay (Rochester)”; pos-
sibly the “square dining room table, with 6 leaves” in the 1935 auction; in

the photograph the table is bare, exce%t for a narrow white runner on which
is set a plain compote filled with fruit. 24

122 Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes” and interview, 1974. The Beaux portrait of Frances
Wilcox is owned by the Everson Museum of Art, Syracuse, New York.

123 Eileen O’Keefe, interview tape.

124 This attribution and those of other items in these photographs were made by Allain
Ramsay, Buffalo antique dealer, in 1973. See Dunn, “Revised Furnishing Plan,” pp. 20-21.
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chairg (eight, including two armchairs), splat-back, cabriole leg with pad
foot, upholstered slip seat, Queen Anne style, “probably made by Hersee or
Burkey and Gay at same time as table circa 1900"; the two armchairs are
placed at the north and south ends of the table; the side chairs sit randomly
back near the four walls (only four are visible, although there had to be two
more to make up the set of eight in Mrs. Wilcox’s 1933 estate inventory).

crystal chandeljer, five-light, with frosted and etched glass shades; possibly
originally made for gas, although there were electric center lights in some
rooms of the 1896 addition.'?

rug, two-tone with a regular overall pattern, possibly an Axminster; judging
from the photographs it must have been about 9 feet by 14 feet.

North wall

sideboard, mahogany, with raised end sections, spiral columns and paw feet,
carved back, probably late American Empire, mid-19th century; described in
the 1935 auction catalogue (lot 1127)as “carved mahogany buffet of 3 com-
partments, mirror at back of center compartment, claw feet on 4 highly
carved columns,”

on the sideboard (only the center and east end show in fig. 9): silver {ea ser-
viece on a silver tray, resting on a white cloth; a silver loving cup with four
handles; a pair of silver candlesticks with shades.

sconces (presumably two, although only the one to the right of the sideboard
shows), two-light, gas or electric, with frosted glass shades and crystal pen-
dants identical to those on the chandeher.

East wall

card table, mahogany, Hepplewhite style (left of fireplace); on its bare top, a

pair of metal (pewter ?) candlesticks and a pair of porcelain covered pots,
probably of European origin; in 1933 inventory as “table and contents.”

muffin stand (left of fireplace); also in inventory, 1933.

125 The original chandelier was stolen in 1937 while the mansion was being refitted as a
restaurant, according to Oliver M. Lawrence, Jr. (letter to Mr. Foschio, January 8, 1983). It
was duplicated for the 1973 restoration, using the 1921 photographs as a guide.
126 Of the many rugs in the 1935 auction, mostly orientals, the only one that might be the
Wilcox’s dining room rug was item 856 “Domestic rug, flowered squares design, approx. 8 x

127 The 1933 inventory of Mrs. Wilcox’s silver included a 3-piece English tea service, several
silver and plated waiters (trays), a pair of silver candlesticks, and two loving cups.
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portrait of Frances Wilcox, painted by Cecilia Beaux, 1907, hanging by two
wires from the picture rail (left of fireplace).

portrait, unidentified subject (over fireplace); the portrait is completely hid-
den behind the chandelier in figure 9.

brass fender, grate, and fireplace tools.

pair of crystal five-light candelabra (on mantel); also in 1933 inventory; “al-
most undoubtedly made by Hersee” (Allain Ramsay attribution); possibly in
1935 auction as lot 1177: “pair of crystal candelabra with prism drops, space
for 5 candles.”

pair of small, flared bowls (on mantel); “Steuben or St. Clair aureen (gold
glass) in the classic style done by Fred Carter at Steuben 1900-1914" (Allain
Ramsay attribution); Chinese, red or blue (Tom Mileham attribution).

small clock (centered on mantel) in 1933 inventory.
South wall

to Weller, circa 1880-1890), containing an ivy plant (southeast corner);
another classical pedestal, square, with an oblong planter containing an ivy
plant (southwest corner); only one pedestal was listed in the 1933 inventory.

oval gerving table, supported by two vase-shaped pedestals, probably
American Empire (in front of terrace doors), covered with a white,
embroidered round tablecoth; listed as serving table in 1933 inventory; pos-
gibly also served as Mr, Wilcox’s breakfast table.

sheer, white curtaing on windows and doors, hanging straight from a thin

ly, so that it is impossible to tell if they were the painted shades present in
1901.

the striped awning visible through the fanlight in the 1921 photograph ap-
pears to be the same or similar to the one in the 1901 exterior view.

West wall

china cabinet, mahogany, with dome top, fretwork on glass doors, two cup-
boards below; probably made about 1890-1900 (Ramsay); listed in 1933 in-
ventory as “china cabinet and contents” (mahogany); possibly the “Chinese
Chippendale curio cabinet” in the 1935 auction (lot 1141).

!
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The contents of the china cabinet, barely distinguishable in the 1921
photograph, probably were show pieces rather than dinner ware, which was
kept in the butler’s pantry.12

LI 4

In 1927 a newspaper account briefly mentioned the Wilcox’s “attractive
dining room, where one can easily distinguish George Cary’s magic touch, in
interior beautification” and noted on its wall the portrait of Frances Wilcox
by Evelyn Rumsey Cary, not the Beaux portralt visible in the 1921
photograph or the Urquhart Wilcox portralt

Besides the articles of furniture mentioned above, Mrs. Wilcox’s estate inven-
tory of 1933 listed under Dining Room a screen and a small rug.

Much silver and china was listed in the 1935 auction catalogue but it is im-
possible to identify what actually had belonged to the Wileoxes. 3!

Before and since the restoration of the dining room in 1973 several objects
historically associated with it have come back to the Wilcox mansion. These
include the above-mentioned portrait of Frances Wilcox by Evelyn Rumsey
Cary, painted in 1902 (THRI 77.23.5); the portrait of Ansley Wilcox as a child
(THRI 77.23.4); a plated silver meat platter; a silver tray engraved with
views of an unidentified city and the initials of Daniel Hand Wilcox, Ansley’s
father; four tea cups and six saucers, gilt-edged, with initials of Grace Rum-
sey Wilcox in gilt, Minton china (THRI 73.564); four side plates, gilt-edged,
Limoges (THRI 73.565); and a three-piece, unmarked, gilt-edged tea service
(THRI 73.734).

Presently hanging in the restored dining room, the Urquhart Wilcox portraits
of Frances Wilcox, ¢. 1907; of Henry Adsit Bull, Jr., Ansley Wilcox’s grandson,
c. 1908; and of Urquhart’s and Ansley’s mother, Francis Louisa Ansley Wil-
cox, ¢.1910, have no documented association with that room.

Summary

While there is no photograph or contemporary description of the Wilcox
dining room at the time of Theodore Roosevelt’s two visits, reminiscences sug-
gest and two 1921 photographs appear to confirm that the room changed lit-

128 Eileen O’Keefe, the 1930 dining room maid, described the pantry as “full of dishes,
glasses” (interview).

129 Buffalo Times, December 18, 1927: “By Accident Theodore Roosevelt Chose Place....”
130 See appendix B for the full list.

131 See appendix E.
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tle through the years and therefore probably looked essentially the same in
1901 and 1921. There may have been a round, rather than square, extension
table, but the other furniture probably did not change. Wall decorations are
another matter, however. With the exception of Ansley Wilcox’s portrait as a
small child, none of the known family portraits later associated with the
room was painted earlier than 1902,

Parlors

The two connecting rooms on the left as one entered the Wilcox house from
Delaware Avenue were collectively known as the parlors. Apparently un-
touched in the 1896 renovations, these rooms retain an architectural
simplicity very different from the stylish eclecticism of the other rooms on the
first floor. Except for the wide opening between the two rooms, they must
look very much as they did when Zachary Taylor’s daughter was in residence
here as an army wife in the 1840s.

Like the library across the hall, the parlors were primarily associated with
Mrs. Wilcox. It was here that she received visitors formally; the library was
for family, intimate friends, and “The Class.”

Nothing is known about the parlor furnishings before 1921, the only time
they were photographed during the Wilcoxes’ residence (figs. 15-17). These
photographs show that, as befitted their purpose, the parlors were furnished
with an eye more to elegance than comfort. Many of the pieces were of
French and Italian origin, acquired by Mrs. Wilcox on her several European
trips; some were early American.

Mrs. Wilcox’s estate inventory (appendix B) lists quite a few of the parlor fur-
nishings but is not specific enough to be very helpful except concerning
materials (e.g., marble pedestal, oak cabinet, mahogany piano, etc.).

While the 1935 auction catalogue did not identify Wilcox parlor furnishings
as such, several lots clearly match the 1921 photographs. Notable among
these are the following:

lot 1118: “Florentine 2-fold screen, center of antique French brocade” (fig. 16)

lot 1132: “Empire curio table, with removable glass top, plush lined compart-
ment” (figs. 15-17)

132 Mrs. Porter Norton, interview, 1974.
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lot 1163: painting, “The Little Princess,” by Gaston La Touche, 61" x 557;
probably the large painting over the sofa on the east wall (fig. 15); this
brought $155.00, the highest price paid for any of the paintings in the sale

lot 1180: “5 pair of red brocade drapes, 4 pair are 86" x 3’7", 1 pair of door
drapes are 76" x 3’3", with valances to match” (figs. 15-17)

lot 1204: “pair of carved wood figure wall ornaments” (figs. 15 and 17)

lot 1207: “mahogany harpsichord made by Daniel Thomas, 87 Warren Street,
New York City; case inlaid with strips of satinwood, brass ormolu, legs of
carved mahogany with brass claw feet, circa 1770"; sold for $80.00, the
highest price for a piece of furniture (fig. 16)

lot 1209: “pair of plaster figure lamps, 5 outlights” (on mantel, fig. 17)

lot 1220: “large Adams 3-section mirror, decorated with garlands of Wheat at
top and two carved wood figures for finial, 60" x 57" (over mantel, fig. 17 3

Besides the 18th century harpsichord in the back parlor, there was also a
mahogany upright piano with a “craftsman-style” piano bench in the front
parlor in 1921. This was apparently a player piano; several piano rolls can
be seen beside it in figure 16. It may have been replaced after 1921, since
Oliver Lawrence, Jr., remembered that there was a rosewood grand piano left
in the house and sold b}r his parents when they were converting the first floor
to public dining rooms.

The south walls of the two parlors, removed in 1938, were restored in 1970.
The rooms have since been used for exhibits.

Front Hall

The 1933 inventory of Mrs. Wilcox’s estate is the only source of information
on furnishings in the rather wide front hall of the Wilcox house. These in-
cluded two clothes trees, two umbrella stands, a pair of mahogany end tables,
three console tables (one with mirror), a marble table, a “tip-up table,” a
davenport, five chairs (two with haircloth upholstery), a picture, and two hall
rugs (one described as a runner). How much of this furniture was present in
1901 there is no way of knowing.

133 Gilbert, "Unrestricted Auction Sale...." (see appendix E); report of sale in Buffalo Courier
Express, May 25, 1935, p. 26.

134 Oliver M, Lawrence, Jr., to Mr, Foschio, January 8, 1983 (THRI files).
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Service Wing

The rest of the first floor, all dating from 1896, comprised the service wing of
the Wilcox mansion (fig. 1). It included a side entry hall with attached wash-
room, an alcove off the back hall containing a vault, a “servants’ hall” or sit-

ting room, a storeroom, the kitchen and kitchen pantry, and a butler’s pantry.

What little is known about the function and furnishings of these rooms fol-
lows.

Side Hall—After 1896 most people entered the house through the side door.
The attached “toilet room,” containing a porcelain “W.C.” and wash basin,
was the only oue on the first floor.

There is no evidence on the side hall’s furnishings, although some of those
listed under Front Hall in Mrs. Wilcox’s estate inventory (1933) may have
been in the side hall, not mentioned in the inventory.

Vault—Built into the alcove under the back stairs, the steel-doored vault was
used for the safekeeping of jewelry, silver, and other valuables, along with im-
portant papers. The door and exterior framin§ were painted cream or off-
white to match the surrounding woodwork. '3

Maids’ Sitting Room—Called “Servants Hall” on the 1896 floor plan (fig. 1),
this room was a sitting room for the use of maids, cooks, and other house ser-
vants when off duty. Its south side served as the only passageway between
the back hall and the kitchen area. The original plans called for a radiator
on the west wall, an electric center light, and picture moulding.

For a late listing of furniture in this room, see Mrs. Wilcox’s estate inventory
(appendix B, p. 5).

Kitchen Storeroom—Between the maids’ sitting room and the kitchen was
a small (11'6" x 6'2") shelf-lined storeroom with an asphalt floor, used to store

135 John H. Guldner, quoted in “Caretaker of Mansion...,” clipping from unidentified Buffalo
newspaper, December 22, 1935.

136 George Cary Collection, first floor plan and “Specification for the Carpentry Work....”
{1896), p. 7 (see appendix C).
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food and other kitchen items, including ice. The Georgia pine woodwork was
natura]%y finished (varnish over shellac) and there was an overhead electric
light.!3

Kitchen—The kitchen occupied the northeast corner of the service wing; it
measured approximately 20’ x 17’, less the space taken by the cellar stairs in
the southwest corner (fig. 1). Against the cellar stair wall was a 20" x 30"
Yorkshire kitchen sink on brackets, with grooved wood sink boards on either
side. Close by was a “500 George M. Clark water heater with Morril
regulator,” connected to an “overhanging 100 gallon copper hot water boiler
with iron brackets.” There was a wooden towel roller. Against the chimney
on the east wall sat the kitchen range, probably gas-operated since “piping
for fuel gas” was “brought to the furnace and to the kitchen and all
fireplaces” in 1896. An overhead electric light was indicated on the 1896
floor plan.

All meals were prepared in this kitchen. The servants also took their meals
there, at an oak dining table with (in 1933) five oak chairs. Other furnish-
ings present in 1933 included an electric stove besides the “kitchen stove,”
three kitchen tables, a rocker, and a clock. 139

Kitchen Pantry-—This narrow room in the southeast corner was lined with
cupboards and served both as a storeroom and as the passageway between
the kitchen and the butler’s pantry. Asin the other service rooms in this part
of the house, the pine woodwork was naturally finished, the floor shellacked
and oiled. There was an overhead electric light.

Butler’s Pantry—In the butler’s pantry, located between the kitchen and the
dining room, the waitress readied food and dishes for delivery to the dining
room, washed dishes after each meal, and put away the table china and
glassware. Cupboards with counters lined the walls. On the west side there

137 Cary, “Specification for the Carpentry Werk...,” and “Specification for the Painting and
Glazing...” (appendix C). The lower part of the center window of the storeroom was to have a
door for ice.

138 Cary, “Specifications for the Mason Work...,” “Specifications for the Carpentry Work...,”
and “Plumber’s Specifications...” (appendix C).

139 Inventory of Grace R. Wilcox estate, 1933, p. 5 (appendix B).

140 Cary, “Specifications for Painting and Glazing....” (appendix C).
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was a sink, originally an oval copper one, 14" x 20", with “nickel plated
Fullers pantry cocks for hot and cold water,” replaced about 1915 by “a Ger-
man silver sink” reputed to have cost $500. The heating radiator in the
butler’s pantry was equipped with a plate warmer “as shown in Bundy’s
catr:ﬂogue.”1

Furnishings in the butler’s pantry in 1933 included an ice box, a kitchen
table, two chairs, and a step ladder, along with unspecified dishes and glas-
ses valued at a nominal $25. China and glassware were not separately listed
in Mrs. Wilcox’s inventory, Some of the china and glassware in the 1935 auc-
tion undoubtedly came from the Wilcox estate, but it was not so identified in
the catalogue. Lot 746, for example: “65 pieces of gold-banded china, the
greater portion with monogram,” may have been the set of gold-banded and
monogrammed Minton china of which a few pieces have survived (see Dining
Room section of this report, above). 142

Second Floor

There were seven bedrooms on the second floor of the Wilcox house, four in
the original front section and three larger ones in the 1896 back section (fig.
20). Those at the front, with the central hall, were lost in 1938 when the
Lawrences took out the partitions to create an upstairs banquet room; the
other three bedrooms have survived more or less intact. There were also
four bathrooms, a sewing room, and a storeroom on this floor.

Who slept where in the Wilcox house is a question only partly answerable,
especially for the time of President Roosevelt’s 1901 visit. The 1933 inven-
tory offers some clues for the last years of the Wilcox residency; for the early
years there is little solid information to go on. In the following room-by-room
analysis of the evidence, the sequence of rooms follows that of the 1933 inven-
tory so that the apparent relationship of one room to another is not lost.

141 Eileen O’Keefe, former waitress, interview; Cary, “Plumber’s Specifications....” and
“Specifications for Heating....” (appendix C); John H. Guldner, guoted in “Caretaker of
Mansion....” (1935).

142 Gilbert, “Unrestricted Auction Sale....” (appendix E).

143 Oliver M. Lawrence, Jr., to Mr. Foschio, January 8, 1983 (THRI files). There is no
contemporary plan of the front portion of the house before the 1938 alterations.
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Room names have been assigned to show their locations and do not always
coincide with those used in the 1933 inventory. 144

North Front Room (201)

Gilbertine Norton remembered that her childhood friend Frances Wilcox
“had a small room over the front porch,” which could mean either of two
rooms fitting this description, one on the north side of the hall (201) and one
on the south side (208). After the 1896 addition made it possible, it seems
likely that Frances would have moved into a larger room, possibly 202 or 210,
in the front part of the house, since Mrs. Wilcox suggested in 1899, while
traveling in Europe with Frances, that Ansley’s wsﬂ:m% mother might “move
into Frances’ room & let Mabel come back next to me.

Later, the north front room was a guest room (possibly part of a guest suite,

rooms 201-203) with an ivory bed, dresser and table, and other bedroom furni-

ture listed on page 6 of the 1933 inventory (appendix B).

North Middle Room and Bathroom (202 and 203)—The north middle
room, in the front part of the house, with its connecting bathroom, added in
1896, was part of the suite (201-203) that is said to have been used by Presi-
dent Taft on his visits in 1908 and 1910.146 Tts designation as “Mr. Wilcox’s
Room” in 1933, three years after his death, suggests that Ansley Wilcox oc-
cupied it during his last illness, when the connecting bathroom would have
made it more convenient than the south back bedroom (211) he had used ear-
Lier. However, Ansley Wilcox’s last nurse said that when she went up the
back stairs, her patient’s room was to the left, with “a little dressing room off
the bathroom from the bedroom,” where she used to sit. This description
does not seem to fit any bedroom/bathroom combination, unless the bathroom
(203) had at some time been partitioned to create a dressing room.

In 1933 the furnishings in room 202 and the adjoining bathroom included an
ivory chest of drawers and stand, which may indicate that the guest “suite”
also included the north front reom (201) with its ivory furniture. See appen-

144 On the second floor plan (fig. 20) numbers have been assigned reflecting this sequence,
for ease of cross-referencing in the text.

145 Mrs. Porter Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes”; Grace R. Wilcox to Ansley Wilcox,
Innsbruck, July 14, 1899, site files.

146 John H. Guldner ("Caretaker of Mansion...," 1935) referred to this as “the suite across
the hall [from the south front room] which President Taft occupied many times.”

147 Violet Kendall, R.N., interview, May 26, 1981, transcript in site files.

62



dix B, pages 6-7, for a list of the furnishings then in “Mr. Wilcox’s Room” and
“Bathroom—Mr Wilcox.”

The bedroom disappeared in the 1338 alterations and the bathroom was con-
verted into a kitchenette, probably at the same time, to serve the second floor
banquet room. These changes have not been reversed.

Sewing Room (204) and Storeroom (205)—These two rooms on the north
side, east of the back stairs, were the only service rooms on the second floor.

The sewing room, so designated on the 1896 floor plan (fig. 20) and in the
1933 inventory, was probably used by the upstairs maid and visiting
seamstresses. The 1896 plan indicates built-in cupboards with counters on
either side of the hall door and two wall lights on the east and west walls. A
1901 exterior photograph shows plain white, straight-hung curtains in the
window. See appendix B, page 7 for a list of furnishings in 1933, which did
not include a sewing machine.

The adjoining but not connecting room (205) was called “Dressing Room” on
the 1896 floor plan; it was to have a pair of wall lights on the east wall and a
bed on the west side; the south end was a closet. In 1933 the space was
called a “Store Room”; its furnishings are listed in appendix B, pages 7-8.

These two rooms were later converted to a single room, probably during the
Lawrence ownership, and have not been restored.

North Back Room (206)—Located in the northeast corner of the 1896 wing,
this room was apparently furnished as a bedroom but unoccupied in 1899,
when Mrs. Wilcox suggested that her sister-in-law, Mabel Wilcox, could
“come back next to me” if Grandmother Wilcox took Frances’ room for the
fall, 148 Interestingly, two single beds are shown against the west wall in the
1896 plan, along with a pair of wall lights on the south wall (fig. 20).

Photographs taken in 1921 (figs. 21 and 22) show that Mrs. Wilcox was then
using the northeast room (206) as her bedroom and the southeast room (214)
as her upstairs sitting room or boudoir. The room had been electrified by this

148 Grace R. Wilcox to Ansley Wilcox, Innsbruck, July 14, 1899,
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time and a pair of wall lights is vigible in the northeast corner. Mrs. Wilcox’s
antique full-size bed sat directly in front of the north window, which was
covered with flowered curtains. The furniture appears to have been a mix-
ture of Italian and early American; a Gothic cabinet on the north wall may be
one made for Mrs. Wilcox by George Cary in 1912.1%% Over the mantel hung
Evelyn Rumsey Cary’s 1902 portrait of Frances Wilcox. There is no obvious
relationship between these furnishings and the ones listed in Mrs. Wilcox’s
bedroom in 1933 (see Mrs. Wilcox’s Bedroom, below).

At the time of her death in 1933 Mrs. Wilcox was again using the southeast
room (214} as her bedroom. The northeast room (206) was still furnished as
a bedroom, however, since it included a cheval glass and a “chaise lounge,”
along with a bed, two chests of drawers, a mahogany desk, and other furni-
ture (appendix B, page 8). None of the furnishings can clearly be identified
with those in the 1921 photograph or with those sold at auction in 1935.

During the Lawrence occupancy, a two story addition to the house on the
north side created a narrow room (207) behind the north back bedroom (206),
reached only by an outside stairway. The present doorway between room 206
and 207 dates from the 1970s; it was put in to facilitate use of the north back
room as the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Foundation’s souvenir and book
shop.

While the evidence is not conclusive, there is a strong possibility that room
206, rather than the adjoining southeast chamber (214), was Mrs. Wilcox’s
bedroom during much of her life. For other evidence bearing on this point,
see Southeast Room (214), below.

South Front Room (208)—This may have been the “small room over the
front porch” occupied by Frances Wilcox when she was a little girl (see also
North Front Room (201), above). In 1896 its south window was converted
into a single, rounded bay window with a stained glass dome and, outside, a
simulated balcony, perhaps an indication that this was indeed the room of
favored daughter Frances. At some point, perhaps in the Lawrence era, the
bay window was removed; it has not been restored.

One shred of evidence raises the possibility that this was the room Theodore
Roosevelt occupied during his two visits in September 1901, In 1935 it was

149 Two drawings for this “cabinet for Mrs. Wilcox,” dated May and August, 1912, are in the
George Cary Papers: Ansley Wilcox House (BECHS). Cf. Lot 394 in the 1835 auction: “Old
Gothic panel, converted into a book case, profusely carved” (appendix E).
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reported that the bed in which President Roosevelt slept was “still there in
the front south bedroom.” Since John Guldner, the old Wilcox employee who
pointed this out to the reporter, also spoke of President Taft’s “suite” across
the hall, the inference is that the bed was still in the same room it had been
in when Roosevelt slept in it. There seems to be no other evidence to en-
lighten us on this detail of the Roosevelt-Wilcox story 150

In 1933 this room was rather simply furnished as a bedroom with a
mahogany bed, dresser, stand, commode, and a few other pieces (see appen-
dix B, pages 8-9). A 1934 photograph entitled: “Bed in Which Roosevelt
Slept” (fig. 23) shows a single-size, mahogany bed, with turned and reeded
posts and no head or footboard, very different from the one described in the
1935 artlcle as “pale oak..with a black onyx frieze inset into the head-
board.”’®! The “ornate bedroom furniture” Roosevelt used, as it was
described by yet another journalist, was withheld from the 1935 auction and
apparently passed into the hands of Nina Wilcox Bull, Ansley’s older
daughter. She declined to give up the bed some years later, when a Buffalo
citizens group was trying to save the house, saying: “Well, I'm sleeping in it.”
She had also had it cut down, according to a cousin. It has recently come
back to the house, a gift from Nina’s daughter Marian Bull Eames, but is in
too fragmentary a state to exhibit. 153 Whether the bed that has survived
(rather less than more, apparently), was actually used by Theodore Roosevelt
seems unprovable at this point. Also visible in the 1934 photograph (fig. 23)
are a small rush-seated armchair and a mahogany stand, presumably those
listed in the 1933 inventory. The same photograph shows two doors, one
taller than the other, on the same (east ?) wall; one probably led to a closet or
to the adjoining bedroom (210) and the other to the bathroom (209), since
there would not have been two doors opening on the hall.

Bathroom (209)—A cryptic listing in the 1933 inventory of a bathroom ap-
parently located on the south side between the south front bedroom (208) and
the “Louis XIV Bedroom” (210) is hard to interpret in the absence of physical
evidence. Removed in 1938, this bathroom was probably a small room, since

150 "Caretaker of Mansion...," from unidentified clipping in Buffalo newspaper, December
22, 1935. In 1901, Guldner was, at the age of 13, the Wilcox’s new stable boy; he later
became Ansley Wilcox’s chauffeur and, after the Wilcoxes died, caretaker of the property for
the Dexter P, Rumsey Estate.

151 Inventory of Grace R. Wilcox estate, 1933 (appendix B); Buffalo News, June 20, 1934.
152 Buffalo Courier Express, May 25, 1935; Donald Scott Rumsey, interview.

153 The bed is in storage at Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site, but was
not accessible for viewing by the author (August 1988).
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its furnishings in 1933 consisted only of a bench and a towel rack. If one of
the two doors on the presumed east wall of the front room (208, fig. 23) led to
this bathroom, it was probably the one on the right, which would have per-
mitted the placement of plumbing on the outside wall. Architectural inves-
tigation is needed to uncover physical evidence that may exist under the floor
in this area to determine the bathroom’s (209) actual location.

South Middle Room (210)—Use of the appellation “Louis XIV Room” to iden-
tify this room in the 1933 inventory probably indicates that its furnishings
were of French origin, acquired by Grace Wilcox on one or more of her trips to
Europe. The inventory taken in 1933 only hints at this; references to a “grey
bed” and “2 pair over drapes” are perhaps indicative of its difference from
other bedrooms. The room also had fire tongs and andirons for a working
fireplace on the south wall. See appendix B, page 9, for a complete listing of
the 1933 furnishings.

Since no French bedroom furnishings appear in the 1935 auction catalogue,
they were probably among the French and Italian pieces kept by Frances Wil-
cox Cooke for use in her homes in Connecticut and New York City.

No individual can be associated with this room unless the two south rooms
and bathroom were, like those on the north side, a suite, in which case, if
Roosevelt used the front room, he may also have had the use of this one as a
sleeping room or a dressing room.

South Back Bedroom (211)—Despite its name, which suggests a room at
the very back of the house, the context of the 1333 inventory clearly indicates
that the term “back” simply meant that this was the south bedroom in the
back section of the house, as opposed to the southeast bedroom, identified as
Mrs. Wilcox’s room (214). Though not identified as Mr. Wilcox’s room in the
inventory, other evidence suggests that this was the room Ansley Wilcox oc-
cupied before ill health forced him to give it up in favor of a room on the
north side (202) with a connecting bathroom.

Mrs. Norton remembered Mr. Wilcox’s room as being “at the back of the
house.”2% Of the three bedrooms fitting this description, the southeast room
(214) was clearly Mrs. Wilcox’s bedroom or sitting room, while the adjoining
northeast room (206) was vacant in 1899 and was Mrs. Wilcox’s bedroom in

154 Mrs. Porter Norton, undated interview.
155 Norton, “Memories of Wilcoxes.”
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1921, The third “back” bedroom (211) was on the south side of the house,
overlooking the gardens that Ansley Wilcox loved and personally tended.
The largest of the bedrooms, with an adjoining (but not connecting)
bathroom, it was conveniently located opposite the back stairs, allowing its
occupant to come and go without disturbing those in the front and back
rooms. The room has such a master bedroom quality about it that it can al-
most certainly be assigned to the master of the house, degspite the lack of
hard evidence to support this judgment.

The 1896 floor plan of the second floor (fig. 20) indicates that there was a pair
of wall lights in the southeast corner, probably for a dresser, and another wall
light just inside the hall door, next to the bed on the north wall. There was a
walk-in closet in the northwest corner and a door in the west wall connected
with the “Louis XTIV Bedroom” (210), perhaps originally intended to be a
dressing room for the master bedroom.

The long list of furnishings in the “south back bedroom” in 1933 included
several mahogany pieces and a bed described as “maple mahogany finish,”
along with a “fire-side chair,” a tea table, a waste paper basket valued at 5
cents, and other items.!

Bathroom (212)—For some reason, the bathroom next to the master
bedroom opened on the hall, with no connecting door to the bedroom. It con-
tained a porcelain “Primo” water closet, a “Corona” bathtub, and a 19" x 15"
oval, porcelain lavatory, ivory tinted. One wall light was on the east wall be-

tween wash basin and toilet.

The furnishings in this bathroom in 1933 included a towel rack, a stand, an
ivory chest of drawers, and two mirrors.

Southeast Room (214)—The southeast chamber was designed as “Mrs
Wilcox’s room” and was used by her from 1896 until her death in 1933. 159 Aj.
though it appears to have been her bedroom part of the time, the only contem-

156 For the complete list see appendix B, p. 10.

157 Cary, second floor plan and “Plumber’s Specifications....” (appendix C).

158 Inventory of Grace R. Wilcox estate, 1933 (appendix B, pages 10-11).

159 Cary’s specifications for carpentry included a reference to “the bay window in Mrs.
Wilcox’s room,” which could apply only to the southeast chamber.
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porary photograph, taken in 1921 (fig. 22), shows it furnished as a sitting
room, while a second 1921 photograph (fig. 21) shows the adjoining northeast
room (206) as her bedroom.

On the original 1896 floor plan (fig. 20), architect George Cary indicated the
placement of the bed in the northeast corner, facing the door and away from
the windows. The arrangement seems awkward, but Mrs. Wilcox apparently
suffered from weak eyes and, as one of her daughter’s friends recalled, “spent
a lot of time resting in a dark room.” %0 The brightness of this room, in fact,
may explain why Mrs. Wilcox had her bed in the other, somewhat darker,
room in 1921, with its head against the curtain-covered north window.

The 1896 plan shows a pair of wall lights on the west wall to the left of the
bathroom door; these would have dictated the placement of a dresser.
Another pair of wall lights flanked the bay window on the east wall.

The southeast room had two special features that heightened its attractive-
ness. A deep rectangular bay on the east wall had leaded glass casement
windows and a wide window ledge, ideal for potted plants. The early
American feeling of the room was reinforced by a delicate ceiling moulding
and a classical wood mantel.

The furnishings visible in the 1921 photograph (fig. 22) clearly indicate that
the room was then being used as a lady’s sitting room. On the east side can
be seen a small oriental rug; a low bench or table; a floor lamp; two modern
upholstered armchairs; a modern sofa or lounge with an anti-macassar and
several pillows; and a square table with a cover, lamp, and several books. On
the window ledge are two planters; in the center of the window opening is
mounted a small decorative bracket. On the wall to the right are two two-
light electric fixtures and between them a stone or plaster bracket holding a
small picture.

On the south wall is the fireplace, with brass fender, andirons, and tools.
Over the mantel hangs a large mirror topped with a classical urn and swags.
The mantel holds about 10 miscellaneous ornamental objects and 2 small pic-
tures rest on top of the pilasters that flank the fireplace opening. In front of
the fireplace sits a small table with a white cover, on a small oriental rug.

160 Louise Michael, undated interview. Miss Michael lived next door as a child and often
played in the Wilcox house. “Mrs. Wilcox was a scarey figure to small children,” she told the
interviewer; “sometimes her voice would boom out of her room asking “‘Who is there?”.
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In the southwest corner is an upholstered easy chair, flanked by a low book-
case and small stand. Along the west wall can be seen a glass-fronted book-
case or cabinet, a round table with turned pedestal, two electric table lamps,
a desk, and armchair. Two gas wall lamps are on the wall, to the left of the
(not visible) bathroom door.

The north wall, as reflected in the overmantel mirror, appears to have held a
large bookcase, well filled with books.

The three windows are framed with floral curtains and valances. Roller
shades with tasseled pulls are visible in the two south windows.

The 1933 inventory of Mrs. Wilcox’s bedroom included a number of things not
in the 1921 photograph, such as a bed, a white table, a mahogany rocker, a
screen, and three ivory bookcases; other items, including a desk and a daven-
port, might have been the same as the ones in the photograph. For the full
list, see appendix B, page 11.

The 1933 furnishings do not appear to be the same as the ones in Mrs,
Wilcox’s bedroom in 1921 (fig. 21), except perhaps for the screen and the un-
described table and armchairs. In fact, except for the bed, the 1933 furnish-
ings read more like those of a sitting room than a bedroom, leaving open the
possibility that Mrs. Wilcox normally slept in the adjoining room (206) but at
the very end of her life moved into the brighter, cheerier sitting room (214),
which had the added advantage of an attached bathroom (213).

Bathroom (213)—The bathroom connecting with the southeast room (214)
was different from the others on the second floor in that it contained a tub
and lavatory, but no water closet. The fixtures were otherwise identical to
those in the adjoining bathroom (212). On the north side was a walk-in
closet. The only lighting fixture indicated on the 1896 plan was on the west
wall, over the wash basin.

Second Floor Hall—The only lighting in the back hall, according to the
1896 plan, was a pair of wall fixtures on the south side, one opposite the
stairs and the other opposite the sewing room; these were electric lights, ac-
cording to the 1896 “Electrical Specifications.” There is no information on

161 Cary, second floor plan and “Plumber’s Specifications...” (appendix C). See appendix B,
page 11, for the bathroom furnishings in 1933.
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how the front hall upstairs, removed in 1938, was lighted. For a list of fur-
nishings in the “Upstairs [front} Hall” and “Back Hall” in 1933, see appendix
B, page 121

Third Floor

There is little information on the third floor, which was given over fo
servants’ quarters (bedrooms, servants’ hall, and bathroom) in the 1896 sec-
tion and to attic-type storage in the older front section and a bedroom over
the portico. Furnishings on the third floor were listed in Mrs. Wilcox’s 1933
inventory, (appendix B, pages 12-13).

Cellar

Little is known about the cellar beyond what was spelled out in the various
specifications drawn up in 1896 by George Cary for the new back wing. The
floor was to be of Portland cement. There was a wine cellar, complete with
bottle racks, “at proper angle, and notched and cut for bottles.” In the
“vegetable cellar” were a “rack of standing shelves and two racks of hanging
shelves.” Although the furnace was gas-operated, it was equipped for pos-
sible future conversion to coal, and two coal bins were constructed in anticipa-
tion. The basement “toilet room” was supplied with a I%orcelain “washout
W.C., the Primo D Mott or as good” and a wash basin. 3

Heating System

The heating system installed in connection with the 1896 alterations to the
Wilcox residence is described in detail in George Cary’s “Specifications for the
Heating for Residence of Ansley Willcox,” dated April 28, 1896 (see appendix
C). Itincluded a gas-operated furnace with heat delivered to some rooms by
hot-air registers and to others through hot-water radiators.

Gas and Electric Service

Before 1896 the house was illuminated with gas fixtures and coal oil lamps.
After the 1896 alterations and additions, gas continued to provide light
throughout most of the house, but electricity was brought in at that time, ap-
parently for center {ceiling) lights in most of the downstairs rooms and ceil-

162 Appendix B, p. 12.
163 See Cary specifications for masonry, carpentry, heating, and plumbing (appendix C).
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ing or wall lights in the upper and lower halls. Photographs taken in 1921
(figs. 7, 10, 21) show that there were electrical wall sockets and electric light
fixtures on walls by that time 164

At the time of President Roosevelt’s visits in 1901 the library probably still
had gas center lights, gas brackets, and at least one gas table lamp, while the
morning room and dining room were lit with electrified center lights and gas
brackets. Upstairs, the halls were electrically lighted, the rooms by gas and
coal oil.

There was also an elaborate system of speaking tubes and electric bells to
facilitate communications between the public rooms, the service wing, and
the servants’ quarters. These are detailed in Cary’s “Specifications for
Electrical Bells and Speaking Tubes” (appendix C).

164 Cary, floor plans, “Plumber’s Specifications...,” and “Electrical Specifications....”
{appendix C).
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FURNISHING PLAN

INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

The primary reason for the preservation of the Ansley Wilcox house and its
establishment as a national historic site is its association with Theodore
Roosevelt’s accession to the presidency of the United States in September
1901. Site interpretation therefore focuses on the events surrounding the
presidential oath-taking in the Wilcoxes’ library on September 14, 1901, on
the people directly involved in those events, and on the national significance
of McKinley’s death and Roosevelt’s sudden emergence from the shadows of
the vice presidency.

Secondary objectives of site interpretation are to tell the history of the house

and the Wilcox family, who lived there from 1883 to 1933, and to give visitors
some insight into the general temper of the time and place at the turn of the

century.

OPERATING PLAN

Several types of on-site interpretation contribute to visitors’ understanding of
what happened here and how it affected the American people as a whole, as
well as those immediately involved:

Audio-visual Program

Before visitors begin their house tour, they see an audio-visual presentation
on the events that brought Theodore Roosevelt to the presidency and on his
achievements in that office.

Guided Tour

Visitors walk through the house with an interpreter, who talks about the Wil-
cox family and their house, why it was the scene of Roosevelt’s swearing-in,
and what it was like at the time.

Exhibits
Changing exhibits illustrate in greater detail certain aspects of the story,

such as the Pan-American Exposition, the Wilcox family, the architectural
story of the house, and President Roosevelt’s later career.
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Publications

Visitors can carry away with them a printed guide to the house, as well as
more meaty publications on the history of the time and significant per-
sonalities associated with the events in Buffalo in September 1901.

Historic Furnishings

The special role of historic furnishings in interpreting Theodore Roosevelt In-
augural National Historic Site is to help visitors visualize events that took
place long before their own time. To people who remember Lyndon Johnson’s
swearing-in on Air Force One after John F. Kennedy's assassination,
Theodore Roosevelt’s taking the same oath in a private library may be hard
to imagine. Refurnishing the actual rooms Theodore Roosevelt briefly
dominated by his dramatic presence helps bring the historic moment to life
and may increase the impact on the modern visitor of the event’s real sig-
nificance, simply by reinforcing the message presented through other media.

To achieve the primary interpretive objective the following plan recommends
furnishing only two rooms approximately to their 1901 appearance: the
hbrary and the dining room. Although the morning room served as
Roosevelt’s office during his visits in 1901, there 1s insufficient evidence to
justify trying to re-create its appearance at that time. Instead, this report
recommends that the morning room house a permanent exhibit on the events
associated with Roosevelt’s stay, an exhibit that would include as its focal
point the original desk at which he drafted his first proclamation, and the
original draft of that proclamation. _

Although there is not enough evidence to support furnishing any of the
upstairs rooms to the 1901 period, this report recognizes strong local interest
in Mrs, Wilcox and offers three optional approaches to interpreting her
bedroom/sitting room (214): (1) leaving it unfurnished, since we do not know
how it looked in 1901; (2) exhibiting it as a generic Buffalo lady’s bedroom of
the 1890s, with the furnishings recently acquired for it by the foundation, per-
haps in conjunction with a costume exhibit in the next room; and (3) refur-
nishing it and room 206 as Mrs. Wilcox’s 1921 sitting room or boudoir and
bedroom respectively.
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The original “Furnishing Plan” for the Ansley Wilcox house covered only the
library. Prepared in 1969/1370 by Walter S. Dunn, Jr., Director of the Buffalo
and Erie County Historical Society, this plan drew its substance from a small
group of photographs showing the library shortly after the swearing-in of
President Roosevelt, on September 14, 1901; photographs taken in 1921 and
1934; journalistic accounts of the oath-taking; and interviews with several
older Buffalonians and family members who knew the house in 1901 or short-
ly after.

On the basis of this historical and some physical evidence, the room was res-
tored in 1970 to its 1901 appearance, except for the missing north wall for
which a glass wall was substituted to permit easier viewing of the room from
the hallway. '

By donation the site received several original furnishing items from the 1901
library, including the two brass chandeliers, three chairs, and two table
lamps, along with period furnishings that resembled what the 1901
photographs showed. Because no funds were available to search out and buy
exact duplicates, the foundation’s volunteer furnishings committee had to set-
tle sometimes for less close a resemblance than they would have liked, but
the overall result was an effective exhibit very close in spirit and style to the
room in which President Roosevelt took the presidential oath.

Research for the present report has turned up little new evidence, pictorial or
documentary, on the appearance of the library in 1901, so the following list of
recommended furnishings is not very different from Walter Dunn’s. Most of
the items already acquired will be retained; a few need to be replaced with
closer look-alikes; some pieces not identified in the Dunn plan need to be ac-
quired to complete the setting.
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Library Recommended Furnishings

Obiject and Location

Evidence

Recommendation

L1 BOOKCASES (built-in, on  (figures 2, 7; surviving sec- retain bookeases as res-
north, east,and south walls) |tion donated and re-used tored
when shelving was partial-
ly restored in 1970 except
for sections on the north
wall between the doors
(now a glass viewing win-
dow) and at the west end,
where a floor register is lo-
cated
L2 BOOKS (on all shelves) figures 2-7 unse all Wilcox-associated
books in the collection,
but keep post-1901
volumes in bookease on
north wall, east end,
where they cannot be
seen; retain other, non-
associated pre-1901
volumes in nice bind-
ings; acquire other pre-
1901 sets and individual
volumes, including
Richardson’s Compila-
tion of the Messages and
Papers of the Presidents,
1899 edition, as needed
to fill up shelves
L.3 PEDESTAL, marble, with  |figure 6; Grace Wilcox to retain acquired pedestal;
Ionian capital, surmounted |Ansley Wilcox, June 7, acquire reproduction of
by classically draped BUST (1899, from Florence, saying |classical bronze or ferra
in bronze or terra cotta (left (that she had purchased a  [cotta bust of woman,
of east door) “head of a lady” and was more appropriate to Mrs.
sending it home with “some |Wilcox’s library than the
other terra cotta things” present bust of Eldridge
Spalding
L.4 ARMOCHAIR, upholstered  (figure 2 acquire period chair and
in black leather, with antimacassar
flowered and fringed AN-
TIMACASSAR (northeast
corner)
L.5 SOFA, fully upholstered in  |figures 2, 5 acquire period over-
a solid-color fabric, partial- stuffed sofa, upholster in
ly covered with a small green mohair; use a
ORIENTAL RUG (in front small rug in collection
of east bookcases)
L.6 small ARMCHAIR, figures 2-5; the original use the original chair

upholstered in a bright
floral print on seat and
upper back (in front of sofa)

chair was given in 1970 by
the estate of Martha
Guldner

{THRI 70-295); re-cover
with a fabric closer to
the original (dark on

light)
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Library Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location [Evidence Recommendation |

L.7 CENTER TABLE, round figures 2-6 retain acquired table,
top, pedestal base with four not original but very
animalistic feet (southeast similar
corner)

L.8 TABLE COVER, square, figures 2-5; figure 6 shows |retain acquired cover
dark fabric with lighter a different table cover
edging (on table)

L.g GAS TABLE LAMP, bronze (figures 2-5; in figure 5, the |use original lamp (THRI
statuette base (Venus and  (gas pipe can be seen in T0-280) with present
Cupid), with pierced metal |[front of the pile of reproduction shade
shade (on table) magazines on the east side

of the bay window, just
above the plant; a different
lamp is shown in figure 6;
the original lamp, lacking
its shade, was donated in
1970 by the Allentown As-
sociation

L.10 (VASE, glass, with artificial (figures 2-5 retain vase (not
FLOWERS {on table) ariginal}; fill with sitk

flowers appropriate to
September, such as
chrysanthemums, straw
flowers, or marigolds

L.11 JCOVERED JAR, clear glass lfigure 5 retain non-original jar
(on table)

L.12 [PHOTOGRAPH OF DEX- |figures 2-6 retain reproduction of
TER P. RUMSEY, in mat original
and very plain, dark wood
frame (on table)

L.13 [BOOKS AND MAGAZINES figures 2-5 place three pre-1901
{on table) books on the left side,

and a pile of about six
1901 magazines, such as
Harpers or a literary pe-
riodical, on the right

L.14 |HASSOCK, covered with figures 2-6 retain hassock (not
leather (in front of table) original}; reupholster to

mateh easy chair, 1,15

L.15 EASY CHAIR, upholstered |[figures 2-5 retain non-original chair
in brown leather, the back and antimacassar
draped with a crocheted AN-

TIMACASSAR (in front of
bay window, left side)
78
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Library Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location

Evidence

Recommendation

L.16

TEA TABLE, with round or
oval top, cabriole legs (in
front of easy chair)

figures 2-5; on this table
President Roosevelt and
Judge Hazel put their signa-
tures to the official oath of
office on September 14,
1901;in 1921 (fig. 7) the
same table, covered with a
white cloth, was at the
other end of the reom,
probably serving as a tea
table

replace the somewhat
similar acquired table
with a closer duplicate
(lower and without a
shelf and wavy-edged
top), since this is the
focal point of the room;
on it place a facsimile
copy of the official OATH
OF OFFICE

L.17 |PEDESTAL and BEGONIA Ifigures 2-5; a different retain the present pedes-
PLANT in decorated pedestal and plant appear  |tal and pot with saucer;
FLOWER POT with match- lin figure 6 acquire silk begonia
ing SAUCER (left side of plant
bay, behind easy chair)

L.18 PRINTS (3), matied and figures 2-5, subjects possib- |if the subjects cannot be

simply framed (left side

ly unidentifiable, although

identified, retain the

panel of the hay ) they look like European prints acquired by the
etchings 1970 restoration

L.19 [WINDOW SEAT, the back [|figures 2-5 retain window seat as
and seat covered with a reconstructed in 1970,
tufted, foliate-patterned, along with the pillow
green fabric; the seat and rug (not original)
protected by a small
ORIENTAL RUG; at the
east end, a large PILLOW
covered with a floral design
on a light ground (huilt into
the bay)

L.20 |LOWBOY, Queen Anne figures 4, 5 acquire similar piece

style (possibly a late 19th
century reproduction) with
cabriole legs, brass drawer
pulls, probably mahogany
{(between bay and fireplace)

L.21

TABLE COVER, white, lace
or other needlework {on low-
boy)

common usage, possibly
confirmed by figures 4 and 5

acquire period piece

L.22 |tall VASE, silver or brass, (figures 4,5
with artificial FLOWERS
{on lowboy)

L.23 |small decorated BOX (on figure 4 retain (not original)
lowboy)

.24 |WASTEBASKET, wicker, figures 4, 5 replace non-original
square (under lowboy) piece with a plainer

period basket

L.25 |FENDER, brass (in front of [figure 4 retain non-original

fireplace) fender
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lerary Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location |Evidence Recommendation

L.26 |FIREPLACE TOOLS AND |figure 4 retain non-original
STAND, brass (left of pieces
fireplace)

L.27 |GRATE, east iron, with figure 4 use serap wood, as in il-
FIREWOOD (in fireplace) lustration 4

L.28 |CLOCK, 8-day, glass case  [figure 4, original donated in [retain TIIRI 70-296
with brass frame (left end  |1970 by estate of Martha (original)
of mantel) Guldner

L.29 |PAIR OF CANDLESTICKS, |figure 4 retain figsh candlesticks
white china or glass, dol- in clear glass (not
phin-shape, with short original)
white CANDLES (on man-

! tel, left)

L.30 [PICTURES (2), framed, figure 4 reproduce two family
small, the larger apparently photographs and frame
a child’s head (on mantel, as in figure 4
left, leaning)

L.31 [SET OF BOQOKS, eight figure 4 use an appropriately
volumes, leather bound, decorative set from
with gilt-decorated spines THRI collection or ac-
{mantel, right) quire

L.32 [PRINT, plain dark frame, figure 4 retain non-original print
possibly a Charles Dana
Gibson drawing of a young
woman (on top of books,
leaning against overmantel
picture)

L.33 |VASE, painted china, figure 4 retain non-original vase
globular shape (mantel,
right)

.34 |BOOKS (3) (mantel, right |figure 4 use three miscellancous
end) books from THRI collec-

tion

L.35 |small PICTURE in deep figure 4 reproduce a family
frame (on top of clock, lean- photograph; acquire ap-
ing) propriate dark wood

| frame

L.36 [(MINIATURE PORTRAITS ifigure 4 retain miniatures
(2} (in right panel of over-
mantel)

L.37 |large PICTURE, a print or |figure 4 acquire reproduction and
oil painting after “Pallas frame as in figure 4
and the Centaur,” by Bot-
ticelli, in a plain, dark
frame and lighter liner
(mounted inside center
panel of overmantel)
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Library Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location

Evidence

Recommendation

L.38

PAIR OF VASES, silver or
brass with animalistic feet,
flared top of dark glass (pos-
sibly insert) {on top of over-
mantel, behind gallery)

figure 4

acquire similar period
vases

L.39

WOOD CARRIER, brass or
wood (right of fireplace)

no evidence for 1901; figure
7 (1921) shows a rather
plain-looking wood carrier
that could have been of
brass or wood

acguire period piece in
brass or wood similar to
the one in figure 7

L.40

PIER TABLE, serpentine
front, square tapered legs,
string inlay, ca.1800 or late
19th century revival piece
fwest wall, between win-
dows)

figure 4, barely visible at
lower right; figure 6
(ca.1901) shows it at left of
fireplace, where the lowboy
(1..20, above) stood on Sep-
tember 14, 1901

acquire period pier table,
early or late 19th century

L.41

TABLE COVER, lace or
erocheted (on pier table)

cammon usage

acquire period table cover

L.42

KEROSENE LAMP, clear
glass spiral column base
and font, fabric shade (on
pier table)

figure 6 (ca.1901); original
donated in 1970 by Mar-
garet E. Scheu

retain THRI 70-163
{original, with
reproduced shade)

L.43

PICTURE (west wall, over
pier table)

no evidence for 1901; in
1921 (fig. 7) there was an
oil portrait of an uniden-
tified woman

use the portrait of Grace
Rumsey Wilcox

L.44

ARMCHAIR, sway back,
low arms, upholstered over-
all to match the sofa (L.5,
above) (in front of south-
west window)

figure 6 (ca.1901) shows
this at the east end of the
room, where the sofa was
on September 14, 1801

acguire similar period
chair and reupholster

L.45

ARMCHAIR, curved open
arms, late Empire style,
seat and back covered with
a light, floral fabric (in
front of northwest window)

figure 6 {ca.1901) shows
this in the center of the
room, where the tea table
{L.16) was on September
14, 1901; original chair
donated in 1969 by Laura
C. Naher

retain original chair
(THRI 69-208);
reupholster in fabric
more like that in figure 6

L.46

CHILD'S ROCKING
CHAIR, Windsor style
(north wall, between doors)

figure 6 (ca.1901), in center
of room; original (?) chair
donated in 1969 by Mrs.
Allan Gushue

retain donated chair
(THRI 69-207)

L.47

RUGS (3), Near Eastern
rugs, roughly 5-6 feet by 3-4
feet

two appear in figure 2-5
and a third in figure 6

use rugs in THRI collec-
tion or acquire period
rugs; the largest rug to
go at the west end
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Library Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location Evidence Recommendation
L.48 (CHANDELIERS (2), brass, |figures 2-8; originals sold in jretain original chan-
with etched and frosted 1959, returned {minus the [deliers (THRI 70-298)
glass shades original shades) to the and non-original shades
house in 1970 as a gift from [(THRI 1063r)
4 Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hickey
L.49 [CURTAINS, light brown, figure B; color remembered |retain the curtains made
perfectly plain fabric with a [by Mrs. Plimpton and Mrs, in 1970 for the restora-
satiny finish (bay windows |Patch; no information on tion, hung straight in the
and west windows) how the west window cur-  |bay and tied back in the
tains hung before 1921 (fig. |tall west windows
7
L.50 |[WINDOW SHADES (2}, exterior photograph, 1901 |reproduce
ivory, fringed and with a (fig. 17a)
decorative band across the
bottom edge (west windows)
L.51 |WINDOW SHADES (3), figure 5 retain shades installed
ivory, plain (bay windows) in 1970
82
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DINING ROOM

A “revised furnishing plan” for the dining room was prepared by Walter S.
Dunn, Jr., Director, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society and sub-
mitted to the National Park Service on July 20, 1973. The evidence then
available included one 1921 photograph (fig. 10); two interviews with Mary
Wilcox Plimpton, who visited and stayed in the house often from about 1907
to 1920; and analyses of the furnishings in the 1921 photograph by two Buf-
falo antique dealers, Allain Ramsay and Thomas Mileham. Dunn concluded
that the dining room furnishings probably changed little between 1901 and
1921, since nearly everything in the room in the 1921 photograph could have
dated from the late 1890s.

The room was restored in 1973 to its original appearance, except for the door-
way in the east wall that led to the butler’s pantry. This doorway had been
closed up in the 1930s and the door installed in a new doorway on the north
wall of the dining room. To complete the restoration, the north door should
be removed and the butler’s pantry door restored.

Furnishings recommended in Dunn’s 1973 furnishing plan were acquired by
donation; none were original to the house except for some china and silver.
Four family portraits, all but one dating from after 1901, have more recently
been added to the dining room without any evidence that they originally
hung in that room.

The following recommendations are based on the same sources used by Wal-
ter Dunn, plus a recently discovered second 1921 photograph (fig. 9) showing
the northeast corner (not shown in the other photograph) and interviews
with Mrs. Porter Norton and a former dining room maid, Eileen O’Keefe.
These new sources generally confirm Dunn’s conclusion that the 1901 dining
room must have looked much the same twenty years later. The following list
of recommended furnishings incorporates most of the pieces acquired since
1973, with a few additions based on the new evidence.
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Dining Room Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location |Evidence Recommendation
DR.1 |SIDEBOARD, ca.1830-50, |[figure 9; lot 1127, auction  |acquire period sideboard
mahogany, with center sec- |catalogue, 1935 of similar type

tion and two raised end sec-
tions, mirrored backboard,
twisted columns and paw
feet, brass pulls (north wall,
centered)

DR.2 |[SILVER CANDLESTICKS, |figure 9 acquire period candle-
set of four, fitted with OIL sticks fitted with oil
RESERVOIRS and PAPER reservoirs and shades;
SHADES (two on each end omit if security is a prob-
of sideboard) lem

DR.3 |SIDEBOARD CLOTH, figure 9 acquire period lace cloth

probably lace (on center sec-
tion)

DR.4 |PORTRAIT OF ANSLEY Mrs. Norton remembered  |retain original portrait
WILCOX as a little boy this hanging in the dining
{north wall, left of room; since it does not ap-
sideboard) pear in the 1921
photographs, it is assumed
that it was either here or
on the west wall, out of the
camera’s line of sight
DR.5 |SCONCES (2), two-light one shows to the right of acquire peried or

gas fixtures, brass, with
drops and frosted and
etched glass reflectors (on
north wall, left and right of
sideboard)

the sideboard in figure 9

reproduction sconces and
shades

DR.6 |HALF-ROUND END figure 9 acquire period table
TABLE, ca. 1790-1800 or
late 19th century,
mahogany (east wall, left of
fireplace)

DR.7 |CANDLESTICKS, pair, figure 9 acquire similar period
brass or silver (7), possibly candlesticks; insert
Italian, 18th century {on natural colored candles
end table)

DR.38 [COVERED PQTS, pair, figure 9 acquire similar period
European porcelain, probab- pieces
ly 18th century (on end
table)
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Dining Room Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location

Evidence

Recommendation

DR.9 |OIL PORTRAIT OF FRAN- |in 1921 a later portrait of  |use Cary portrait of
CES WILCOX, by Evelyn  |Frances Wilcox, by Cecilia |Frances Wilcox, hung by
Rumsey Cary, 1902 Beaux, hung in this spot two wires from picture

(fig. 9); the earlier portrait |rail, as in figure 9.
is recommended gince it

shows Ansley Wilcox’s

favored younger daughter

about the time of

Roosevelt’s vigits

DR.10 [FENDER, brass, with paw |figure 10 acquire period fender
feet and open cutwork (in
front of fireplace)

DR.11 |COAL GRATE, brass figures 9, 10; original still  [retain original grate

in place

DR.12 |[FIREPLACE TOOLS AND |[figures 9, 10 retain acquired set
STAND, brass (left side of
hearth)

DR.13 [CANDELABRA, pair, five- |figures 9, 10; thought to be [retain acquired pair (not
light, glass, with drops by Hersee (Allain Ramsay, |original)

(mantel) in furnishing plan, 1973
DR.14 |BOWLS, pair, widely flar-  |figures 9, 10; thought by Al- |acquire period bowls of
ing (mantel) lain Ramsay to be aureen  |similar shape
{gold) glass in the style of
Fred Carter at Steuben,
1900-14; Tom Mileham,
another dealer, thought
they were Chinese por-
celain, red or blue

DR.15 [CLOCK, square case with  |figures 9, 10 acquire period clock
brass handle (mantel, cen-
ter)

DR.16 |OIL PORTRAIT (mounted |figure 9, portrait almost en- [use Urquhart Wilcox’s
in overmantel panel), sub-  [(tirely obscured by chan- ca.1910 oil portrait of his
ject unknown delier and Ansley’s mother,

Frances Louisa Ansley
Wilcox; although painted
after 1901, the portrait
shows Mrs. Wilcox as
she must have looked
about that time

DR.17 |PEDESTAL and figures 9, 10; Allain Ram-  |acquire period pedestal

PLANTER, white stone or
composition, with relief
decoration (southeast

corner)

say thought the planter
might be the work of
Weller, ca.1880-90

and planter; plant artifi-
cial ivy, trained on a thin
rod
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Dining Room Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location |Evidence Recommendation
DR.18 {SERVING TABLE, figure 10; probably also the |acquire a period table
mahogany, oval top with table on which Ansley Wil- |more like the original

two 2-legged pedestals (in
front of French doors)

cox used to take his late,
separate breakfast while
others were having lunch at
the big table (Plimpton)

DR.19

TABLE COVER , round,
embroidered (on serving
table)

figure 10

acquire similar period
cloth

DR.20

SOUP TUREEN, LADLE,
SOUP BOWLS (8), NAPKIN

common usage

acquire period pieces
matching table china

DR.21

PEDESTAL, square,
marble, and PLANTER,
oblong, with relief decora-
tion (southwest corner)

figure 10

acquire similar pedestal
and planter, artificial ivy
plant

DR.22

CHINA CABINET,
mahogany, with arched top,
glass doors with fretwork in
the Chinese Chippendale
style, cabinet below; probab-
1y a Colonial revival piece of
the 1890s (west wall, south
end)

figure 10; inventory of
Grace R. Wilcox estate; lot
1141 (curio cabinet), auc-
tion catalogue, 1935

retain; restore base

DR.23

CONTENTS OF CHINA
CABINET

figure 10; although the ob-
jects in the cabinet cannot
be seen clearly, it is ap-
parent that they were very
miscellaneocus—odd dishes,
little vases, ete.—not the
dishes used on the dining
room table which were
stored in the butler’s pantry

since the pieces original-
ly in the cabinet are
gone, use other pieces of
Wilcox china in the site
collection (THRI 73.564
and 73.565), a silver tray
with the initials of
Daniel Hand Wilcox, an
oriental brass and cop-
per oil lamp (THRI
81.86.10) sold at the 1935
auction, and any other
small curios with a Wil-
cox association

DR.24

EXTENSION DINING
TABLE, round, with several
leaves, ca.1890s

Grace Wilcox letter of 1899
mentioning a “round top”
table with two leaves; the
1921 photographs show a
square top extension table
Allain Ramsay thought
might have been made
about 1900 by Hersee or by
Burkey and Gay of

Rochester

retain non-original, ac-
quired table
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Dining Room Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location

Evidence

Recommendation

DR.25

DINING CHAIRS (8)

figures 9, 10; opinions of
dealers were divided on
whether these were 18th
century chairs or ¢a.1900
revival pieces made by Her-
see or Burkey and Gay

retain set of non-original
chairs; place six around
the dining table, one
next to the sideboard,
and one against the west
wall

DR.26

LUNCHEON SETTING
FOR SIX

on September 14, 1901,
President Roosevelt
Iunched with the Wilcoxes
before the swearing-in. Be-
sides the president and Mr.
and Mrs, Wilcox, those
present appear to have
been George L. Williams, in
whose carriage the presi-
dent had come from the sta-
tion; William Loeb, the
president’s private
secretary; and William H.
Chapin, commander of the
presidential escort; Wilcox
sat at the north end of the
table and Roosevelt faced
him, with his back to the
windows (see Buffalo
Courier, September 15,
1901, and Patch interview,
1969)

retain the non-original
place settings and table
linen

DR.27

RUJG, probably an
American Wilton, ap-
proximately 9 feet by 14
feet, blue and buff

figures 9, 10; former
waitress Eileen O'Keefe
remembered a blue rug in
1930 and blue wallpaper
was remembered by others

acquire a period rug or a
modern rug with a blue
ground and similar or
comparable pattern

DR.28

CHANDELIER, five-light,
brass and glass, with drops
and etched, frosted shades,
ca.1896

figures 9, 10

retain non-original chan-
delier acquired about
1973

DR.29

CURTAINS (6 panels},
plain white sheers on brass
rods (south windows and
French doors)

figure 10

replace lace curtains {not
original) with plain
sheer curtains

DR.30

WINDGCW SHADES (2),
ivory, with overall floral
decoration (for windows
only)

figure 11 (ca.1801)

reproduce painted win-
dow shades
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Dining Room Recommended Furnishings

Object and Location |Evidence Recommendation
DR.31 |[AWNINGS, striped canvas, |figure 11; the color may although not strictly
possibly blue or green and  |have matched that of the part of the dining room

white (over windows and
terrace doors)

dark window framing

furnishings, the
reproduced awnings
would add to the visual
impact of the room, espe-
cially in the summer
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MORNING ROOM

Although this room served as Theodore Roosevelt’s temporary office during
his two visits in September 1901 and thus has significance only second to the
room in which he took the oath, there is insufficient evidence on how it was
furnished in 1901 to justify refurnishing it to that period. The available
evidence was well analyzed in William Seale’s 1986 furnishing plan for the
Morning Room, but his plan involved too much conjecture to meet National
Park Service refurnishing policies. Even to re-create the 1921 setting (fig.
12), if that were desirable, would be extremely difficult since many of the
details are missing or undecipherable and few of the original furnishings
have survived.

The interpretive objectives of Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National His-
toric Site would be better served if the Morning Room were used to display
documents and artifacts bearing directly on the story of Theodore Roosevelt’s
dramatic succession to the presidency and especially that event’s relationship
to the residence of the Ansley Wilcoxes. Presenting that part of the site’s his-
tory within the confines of a room associated with those events would rein-
force the impact of the furnished library and dining room without doing
indignity to the morning room itself, provided the exhibits were designed
with the room’s distinctive architecture in mind.

The focal point of this exhibit, in the center of the room, might well be Ansley
Wilcox’s 18th century desk at which Theodore Roosevelt sat while drafting
his proclamation of President McKinley’s death and a national day of mourn-
ing. The surviving draft of his proclamation (or a facsimile) could be dis-
played on the desk.

Other items for display might include a facsimile of the presidential oath,
signed by President Roosevelt and Judge Hazel, along with the original blot-
ter showing their names in reverse; photographs and sketches taken at the
time of the inauguration; photographs of people significantly involved in the
day’s events; original newspaper and magazine articles about the events; and
80 on, the focus remaining throughout on the events of September 1901, If
other furnishings associated with the Morning Room about 1901 become
available, they might also be placed in the room, provided that this can be
done without detracting from the effectiveness of the exhibit.

Exhibits on other aspects of the time and place, such as the Pan-American

Exposition, McKinley’s and Roosevelt’s administrations, the Wilcox family,
and the house itself, should be located in another part of the house.
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If this plan is followed, no furnishings will be required for the morning room
except plain ivory window shades and plain beige curtains similar to those in
the library.

MRS. WILCOX’S BEDROOM

In 1983 the foundation, in response to friendly pressure from its public, un-
dertook to restore and refurnish the southeast bedroom as Mrs. Wilcox’s
bedroom. Available evidence included the original 1896 Cary floor plan,
showing a bed in the northeast corner and gas brackets on the west wall,
south of the bathroom door; two photographs (figs. 21 and 22), taken in 1921,
when this room and the northeast room were Mrs. Wilcox’s sitting room and
bedroom; the 1933 inventory of Grace R. Wilcox’s estate; and suggestions
from Mrs. Plimpton, Ansley Wilcox’s niece.

Assisted by a grant from the Theodore Roosevelt Association and with good
community support, the foundation’s volunteer committee acquired furnish-
ings for the room by gift, loan, and purchase, mostly pieces used by other Buf-
falo families. A few pieces have a Wilcox association: a sewing table (THRI
73-735), given by the niece of Mrs. Wilcox’s upstairs maid; a Victorian parlor
table (THRI 81.69), possibly purchased at the 1935 auction; an octagonal cen-
ter table (THRI 81.1.1), given to a friend by Frances Wilcox Cooke; a
photograph of a sculptured relief, “Morning,” by Palmer (THRI 81.61.2); and
an oil painting, still-life with roses, signed E.V.C.W, (THRI 81.61.1), given by
Mrs. Leona Dworzinowski, who attended the 1335 auction.

While the restored bedroom is very attractive and filled with mostly 19th cen-
tury furniture from the area, it is not, in my opinion, correct to call it “Mrs.
Wilcox’s bedroom,” as if it accurately reflected Grace Wilcox’s taste. The only
evidence available, in fact, tells us that, in 1921, Mrs. Wilcox favored rather
heavy Italian furniture in her bedroom and more simple Empire or modern
furniture in her sitting room. For the earlier period, around 1901, we simply
do not know how she furnished her bedroom or even which of the two rooms
she was then using as a bedroom.

In these circumstances, there seem to be at least three options.

The first option is to leave this room unfurnished, since we can only guess
how- it was furnished or even used in 1301.

The second option is to retain the furnishings acquired by the foundation, but

interpret the room as a generic lady’s bedroom of the late 19th century, not
identified in any way with Grace Rumsey Wilcox. This might be tied in, ex-
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plicitly, with the site’s Costume Resource Center, perhaps with development
of a costume exhibit in the adjoining room.

The third approach would be to re-create Mrs. Wilcox’s distinctive bedroom-
sitting room suite as it appeared in 1921 for which photographs provide good
evidence. Since the room is so far removed, spatially, from the 1901 fur-
nished rooms downstairs, it should not be confusing to visitors to find a later
room upstairs, provided tour guides and literature make clear the time dif-
ference and the reason for it.

While it would be an interesting project to re-create Mrs. Wilcox’s 1921
bedroom-sitting room, the interpretive return would scarcely justify the con-
siderable expense involved, perhaps $50,000-$75,000. No plan of recom-
mended furnishings is included in this report; if needed, the Division of
Historic Furnishings, Harpers Ferry Center, National Park Service, could
prepare one on the evidence in the two 1921 photographs.

The immediate choice lies between the first two options:

1. If all interpretation is geared to 1901, the bedroom cannot be refurnished
without a high degree of conjecture and should therefore, by National
Park Service standards, remain unfurnished.

2. If, on the other hand, interpretation on the second floor of the house can
be effectively divorced from that on the first floor, then option two may be
viable within National Park Service guidelines, allowing the foundation
to retain the furnished bedroom as part of an interpretive program not
directly related to the inaugural theme.
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FURNISHINGS MAINTENANCE AND
PROTECTION

This section recommends housekeeping and
curatorial procedures to ensure the integrity of his-
toric artifacts in a historic house museum. These
recommendations and procedures accompany the
Historic Furnishings Report to guide the reader to

" detailed sources and are not intended to stand alone

as an authority on housekeeping and curatorial
methods.

As in all National Park Service historic sites, the
care of collections should meet National Park Service
standards and procedures as outlined in NPS-28,
Special Directive 80-1 (Rev. 1986), the Manual for
Museums, revised Museum Handbook (Part 1,
Museum Collections, available early 1989; Part 1I,
Museum Records, 1984; and Part III, Collections
Use, available 1989), and the site’s Collection
Management Plan. These primary sources, the sour-
ces listed below, and audiovisual programs available
through the Curatorial Services Division, WASQO, pro-
vide the basic concepts of curatorial care.

E 3

National Trust Manual for Housekeeping, by Her-
mione Sandwith and Sheila Stainton, published
by Viking Press.

Care of Antiques and Historical Collections, by Per
Gulbeck and Bruce MacLeish, published by the
American Association for State and Local His-
tory.

Cyclical Maintenance for Historic Butldings, by
Henry Chambers, available at NPS sites.

The Environment

Relative humidity and temperature, light, dust and
pollution, insects and rodents, and fire and security
require special attention in the historic house
museum environment. The Curatorial Services
Division, WASO, and regional curators provide
guidance to maintain established acceptable relative
humidity, temperature, and light levels and supply
advice to eliminate insect and rodent infestations
and to improve fire and security detection systems,
Consult these offices and the Division of Conserva-
tion, Harpers Ferry Center, for solutions to
curatorial problems that you may encounter.

These draft recommendations and procedures are currently being reviewed by the Chief Curator, WASO, her staff, and the

regional curators. Final recommendations and procedures will be provided when available.
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Relative Humidity and Temperature

Special Directive 80-1 specifies recommended maxi-
mum and minimum relative humidity and tempera-
ture levels:

Relative Humidity: 65% maximum; fluctuations
not to exceed +/-3% per month

Temperature: 18-20°C (64-68°F) in exhibit spaces,
not to exceed 24°C (75°F)

Retain permanent logs for each furnished room list-
ing hygrothermograph data. Include the date and
time of entry, the temperature, relative humidity
(RH) percent, monthly RH range and RH average,
and notes pertaining to weather conditions, climate
control system failures, unusual openings or closings
of the structure, unusual visitation, or power
failures.

Record hygrothermograph data weekly, and calibrate
hygrothermographs every two weeks, or after
climatic changes, using a sling psychrometer.

Record adjustments made on data sheets and
hygrothermographs. Seek assistance when ques-
tions arise concerning the operation or maintenance
of hygrothermographs.

Accumulate at least one year’s reliable temperature
and humidity data to establish a target RH range
and make judgments about climate control needs.
The regional curator can assist the site in evaluating

readings and in considering methods for stabilizing
relative humidity and temperature levels.

Light

NPS museum standards specify the maximum
visible light levels acceptable during hours of opera-
tion: 5 footcandles (50 lux) for textiles, watercolors,
paper wallpapers, dyed leather, and most natural his-
tory objects; 15 footcandles (150 lux) for oil and
tempera paintings, undyed leather, horn, bone, ivory,
oriental lacquer, wood, and all other organic
materials; and 30 footcandles (300 lux) for metal,
stone, ceramics, and glass.

Record morning and afternoon ultraviolet and visible
light readings quarterly in a permanent log, along
with notations on weather conditions and times and
locations of readings. Monitoring instruments may
be purchased or are available on loan from the
regional curator or the Curatorial Services Division,
WASOQ. The regional curator can assist the site in
evaluating readings and in considering methods for
reducing excessive light levels.

Open blinds and turn on room lights before tours
begin or while cleaning, rather than as part of site
opening procedures. Use shades and shutters to
reduce light levels when the museum is not open to
the public.
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Report light damage evidence to site curator.

Dust and Pollution

Reduce dust and contaminants through proper main-
tenance of air handling systems. Clean filters week-
ly and change them when necessary. Keep windows
closed.

Establish written housekeeping procedures to
routinely remove dust from furnishings to prevent
serious conservation problems. Be aware that fre-
quent dusting wears finishes on furniture. Consult
regional curators, the Curatorial Services Division,
WASQO, or the Division of Conservation, Harpers
Ferry Center, for recommended frequencies.

Lay runners for visitor circulation and vacuum these
runners frequently. Discourage visitors from walk-
ing on historic carpets, thus carrying contaminants
into the furnished areas.

Insects and Rodents

Maintain housekeeping schedules, in both furnished
areas and staff areas. Remove trash from staff areas
daily. Prohibit food in furnished areas.

Establish a monitoring and inspection program and
maintain ongoing documentation of signs of infesta-
tions. Insect trap adhesive may be used to monitor
for the presence of pests. Collect specimens and

report any pest activity to the site curator. Regional
Integrated Pest Management Coordinators provide
assistance with establishing programs and inform
parks of pest removal procedures and regulations.

When plants or food are recommended furnishings in
the structure, use imitations to reduce the risk of in-
sect infestations or water damage.

Fire and Security

Develop written emergency action plans to address
procedures for staff and visitor evacuation. Discuss
the feasibility of object salvage in the event of a fire
or any emergency, and establish priorities for the
removal of significant items. Consult local fire
departments to assist in developing these priorities
and to discuss fire risks and structural and object
concerns.

Up-to-date fire protection recommendations are
provided in revised National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (N¥PA) 911, Protection of Museums and
Museum Collections, 1985,

Enforce smoking regulations, and NFPA 913, Protec-
tion of Historic Structures and Sites, 1987.
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Housekeeping Procedures And Suggested
Frequencies

Historic house museums consist of a vanety of
materials and textures; each requires special con-
sideration when cleaning. This section discusses
general procedures for common materials found in
collections. Consult with regional curators, the
Curatorial Services Division, WASQ, or the Division
of Conservation, Harpers Ferry Center, before clean-
ing problematic objects or areas.

Baskets. Use cotton gloves; hold object by base, not
by rim. Lift dust particles away from basket, not
rubbed across basket, using fine camel-hair brush.
When possible, clean on a mild, clear day so that bas-
kets can be taken one at a time outside for dusting.
If dusted inside, dust flies onto other objects.

Replace all objects in their original location.

Books. Dust with a vacuum cleaner and long-
bristled brush or with a clean cloth. Handle books as
illustrated in National Trust Manual of Housekeep-
ing. Check with a conservator before applying
British Museum leather dressing or other material
to leather bindings. (See also Manual for Museums,
pp. 253-254.)

Brass. If notlacquered, remove, polish with non-
abrasive cleaner, and spray with a lacquer such as
Krylon. Then dust and damp clean. Do not use

brass polish while hardware is attached to furniture.
If necessary, set a template behind the brass before
cleaning. (Manual for Museums, p. 249; National
Trust Manual of Housekeeping, p. 88.)

Carpet Runners. Vacuum all carpet runners and
straighten them as needed so that visitors do not
walk on historic carpeting underneath and runners
are not bunched up against furnishings. Change
vacuum bags when 1/3 full to assure efficient clean-
ing and avoid transmitting excess dust particles. Do
not bump furnishings while vacuuming.

Ceiling and Walls. When dusting high beams, ceil-
ings, or whenever creating lots of dust, cover
upholstered furniture and textiles with sheets. Lift
away cobwebs encountered in daily cleaning with a
long-handled, soft-haired brush. On redwood, cover
brush with cotton cover before cleaning. Stucco or
tilework can be swept with bare bristles.

Ceramics. More damage to ceramics occurs from
mishandling than all other causes combined. Do not
handle ceramic objects more than necessary. Dust
glazed pieces with an untreated cloth. Use a lens
brush to clean irregular molded surfaces. When
necessary, wash pieces that are not cracked in warm
de-ionized water with a mild vinegar-water solution
and dry thoroughly. (Manual for Museums, pp. 254-
255; National Trust Manual of Housekeeping, pp. 55-
56.) Dust unglazed or porous ceramics with a bristle
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brush. Do not try to wash. Replace dishes and pot-
tery in correct locations on shelves or tables and
place protective tissue or corrugated board under
items. Hold items at bases, not by handles.

Copper. Polish only if tarnished. Use Noxon or
similar product approved by the museum curator.
Remove all residue. Do not buff to a brilliant shine,
but leave dull. Protect surface with a thin layer of
microcrystalline wax applied with a cotton cloth.
Replace objects in their original locations.

Fireplaces. Sweep and damp mop hearths as
needed. See Manual for Museums, pp. 241-243, and
National Trust Manual of Housekeeping, pp. 12, 114,
177, 178, 181.

Furniture, Finished Wood. Use cotton cloth with
lightly applied “Endust” (or substitute approved by
museum curator). Allow cloth to dry before dusting.
Carefully dust all carved reliefs, using a long-hand-
led cotton swab. Occasionally wax lightly with paste
wax.

Glassware. Dust with a clean cloth. Wash when
necessary using nonionic detergent and warm water.
Do not use detergent on gilded or painted glass. See
Muanual for Museums, p. 255, and National Trust
Manual of Housekeeping, p. 56.

Ironwork. Dust with a soft, untreated cotton cloth.

Lamp Shades. Dust shades very lightly with soft
camel-hair brush. Lift dust from shades; do not
scrape particles across surface.

Leather. Use untreated soft, cotton cloth. Change
dust rags whenever they become slightly soiled. Un-
less flaking, painted leather can be dusted once a
week.

Light Fixtures. Clean chandeliers with soft brush
and change all light bulbs annually. Dust metal
light fixtures with soft, untreated cloth.

Paintings, Oil. Do not attempt to dust or clean the
surface of a painting as irreparable damage may
occur. A painting in need of cleaning should be sent
to a conservator. See National Trust Manual of
Housekeeping, p. 256.

Picture Frames. Dust picture and mirror frames
using camel-hair brush with strokes that lift par-
ticles; avoid scraping dust particles against frame.
Dust gold leaf frames annually and other frames
twice monthly. Clean mirrors and glass over paint-
ings very carefully with cloth dampened with equal
parts of denatured alcohol, distilled water, and clear
vinegar.

Pottery. See “Ceramics.”
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Silver. Dust with clean cloth; wash when necessary
using nonionic detergent, and dry thoroughly. Polish
with Goddard’s Long Term Silver Cloth. Heavily tar-
nished silver may be dipped in Goddard’s Silver Dip
or Long Term Silver Foam, then dried and polished.
Coat silver and silverplate with lacquer to inhibit fur-
ther tarnish and corrosion. (See Manual for
Museums, p. 258 {but be cautioned against washing],
and National Trust Manual for Housekeeping, pp.
107-108.)

Tableware, common. Knives, forks, and spoons
were commonly made of a composite of wooden hand-
les and steel tangs and blades. Wash and dry
thoroughly, removing rust with 600 emery paper;
add a coat of lacquer to metal. Dust as necessary.
See Manual for Museums, p. 255, and National Trust
Manual for Housekeeping, p. 114.

Textiles. Vacuum stable upholstered furniture and
historic carpets and draperies gently using a soft
brush attachment and screens. Reduce the suction
and/or use protective screens if any upholstery cloth
is fragile or degraded. Work dust gently out of
corners, pleats, and tufts with a clean brush attach-
ment. The museum curator must approve protective
screens before using. Always wear cotton booties
whenever stepping on a carpeted area.

Dust historic curtains and draperies covering first
with a nylon screen, then using a low-suction port-

able vacuum. Do not dry clean or wash except
under the supervision of a conservator. Rotate
drapes one panel to the right during annual clean-
ing. Because some panel lengths vary, rotate so that
lengths match.

Vacuum bedspreads and table runners with hand
vacuum, using fine mesh plastic screen (edged with
linen tape) as a protective barrier between fabric and
vacuum, If moving textiles, they should be draped
across both arms and spread flat on a clean sheet on
the floor to accomplish cleaning. Do not damage
stitching or fringes while cleaning.

Windows. Dust and wash as needed. Clean
ultraviolet filters as described in the Manual for
Museums, p. 329, “Plastic.” See also National Trust
Manual for Housekeeping, pp. 21, 25, 226-227.
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Housekeeping Schedule

Daily: Vacuum floors and baseboards,
Damp wipe surfaces extensively handled by visitors (room barriers, entrance and exit door handles).

Weekly: Dust wood furniture with a clean cotton cloth sprayed with Endust. Dust all parts of the piece including the
out-of-the-way places. Use a soft cotton swab if necessary (Conserve 0 Gram 7/8).
Dust ceramic, glass, paper, and other small objects on open display, using a clean dry cotton cloth. Use an
artist’s brush on intricately decorated objects and art ohjects,
Vacuum leather materials, baskets, books, and parchment-type lamp shades, using a gentle suction and a plas-
tic screen held securely against the objects to protect them from the suction. Wear clean cotton gloves. Ex-
amine fur materials to see if vacuuming is needed. Vacuum, using a plastic mesh screen, only when necessary.
Dust metal objects, using a clean, dry cotton cloth. Always wear clean cotton gloves. Clean soiled gloves in
Ivory; rinse and dry.
Vacuum hearths, mantels, and fireplaces.
Check for evidence of insects and rodents (see Manual for Museums, pp. 71-77, and Conserve ¢ Gram 3/10).
Renew traps as needed.

Monthly: Vacuum window frames, shades, curtains, and lighting fixtures.

Clean any plexiglas, using a non-static cleanser and a clean, dry cotton cloth.

Vacuum upholstery on historic furniture, using gentle suction and a clean upholstery attachment. Fragile
areas should be vacuumed through a plastic mesh screen to decrease strain. Always vacuum in the direction of
the nap if the material has a nap.

Vacuum historic carpets and rugs in the direction of the nap, using the upholstery attachment and a plastic
screen where necessary.

Dust picture frames (including the tops), using a lens brush; blow dust off carved gilt frames, using a small ear
syringe (do not touch the frame).

(Glass on mirrors, pictures and in cabinets may be damp wiped (if needed), using a sponge dipped in glass
cleaner (Conserve ¢ Gram 8/2) and squeezed almost dry. Do not let the moisture get on the frame or under the
glass.

Refold folded textiles along different lines to reduce stress.



Vacuum walls; consult a conservator before cleaning historic wallpaper.

Vacuum tops of doors, bookcases, and other ledges in reach of the floor.

Examine furnishings to determine if any active deterioration is occurring and if specialized conservation treat-
ment is needed.

Calibrate the hygrothermographs using a sling or aspirated psychrometer.

Semi-Annual: Vacuum ceiling, tops of cabinets, and other high wall areas requiring ladders.
Wash and dry windows.

Vacuum heating system vents.

Annual: Inspect metal objects for corrosion, rust, or tarnish; treat if necessary. Large metal objects such as
refrigerators, heaters, and stoves should be inspected and cleaned if needed.

Inspect ceramic and glass objects to determine if washing is necessary (Conserve 0 Gram 8/2).
Clean woodwork by wiping with a clean, damp cloth; dry immediately.

Take light readings (both visible and ultraviclet) of abjects on exhibit to see if light is within the acceptable
range,

2ot

Inspect curtains; consult a conservator before cleaning.

Biennual: Clean and wax finished woed furniture (Conserve 0 Gram 7/2, 7/3).
Damp wipe and dry painted wood and raw wood objects, using a clean cloth with water (Conserve 0 Gram 7/2).
Clean exposed wood floors by stripping wax, rewaxing, and buffing (Conserve 0 Gram 7/4).

Clean those areas of woodwork that get the most contact, e.g. door jambs, and that are not, painted but are
finished wood, and then wax with Staples or Butchers Wax (available from Curatorial Services Division,
WASOQ).
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Figure 1

“Iirst Floor Plan, Alterations to Residence of Ansley
Wilcox Esq. Buffalo, N.Y. George Cary Arch’t” (1896).
In George Cary Collection, Buffalo and Erie County His-
torical Society, Buffalo, NY.

110

l-‘----.---



s

58-97

B

)
.
|

ol - .1_. .*-.;-_

i

-

..;—q."n'—u— —_-— A

1

o
.

e g b
[ i

=1

.L_Z."'.—f—y

|

|

A

®p

i

FIHG oo

)

12

<

_m

1)

LI

|

i

ol

I

kN

|

!
R
l..wa — e e

—

+«
—— - -
S|
. ’
4
!
v 7
v ' ‘
.. b
~ . R
. 4 i)




Figure 2 East end of library, Wilcox residence, September 14,
1901, after the presidential oath-taking. An almost
identical photograph appeared in Harper’s Weekly, Sep-
tember 21, 1901. Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt In-
augural Site Foundation, photograph W 2.1.
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Figure 3 “Where Theodore Roosevelt was sworn in...,” published
in The World, New York, NY, September 16, 1901. The
photograph has been doctored to provide space in the
foreground to diagram the position of the major par-
ticipants in the ceremony. Courtesy Buffalo and Erie
County Historical Society.
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Figure 4 “The library of the Wilcox residence at Buffalo....,” pub-
lished in Leslie’s Weekly, September 28, 1901, the only
contemporary view of the fireplace. Courtesy Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation.
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Figure 5 Southeast corner of the Wilcox library, September 14,
1901, from a lower angle. Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt
Inaugural Site Foundation, photograph W 2.1.
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Figure 6 East end of the Wilcox library, possibly taken in 1901
but some time after the Roosevelt visits; note the al-
most total rearrangement of furnishings, different cur-
tains, etc. Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural
Site, photograph W 2 4a.
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Figure 7 Wilcox library, looking toward west (Delaware Avenue)
end, 1921. This was published in the Buffalo Times,
March 6, 1921, with the caption: “Living room in the
Ansley Wilcox home....” Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt
Inaugural Site.
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Figure 8 Northeast corner of the Wilcox library, a photograph
published in the Buffalo News, June 20, 1934, after
both the Wilcoxes had died. Courtesy Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, photograph W
2.6.
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Figure 9 Dining room, Wilcox residence, looking east, 1921.
Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Founda-
tion, gift of Mrs. Marian Bull Eames, 1988.
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Figure 10 Dining room, looking south, photographed for publica-
tion in the Buffalo Times, March 6, 1921. Courtesy
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, gift of
Mrs. Marian Bull Eames, 1988.
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Figure 11

President Taft (seated) with Major Archie Butt and Mr.
Ansley Wilcox, in the morning room of the Wilcox
house, April 30, 1910. Note portrait of Frances Wilcox,
by Evelyn R. Cary, over mantel. Courtesy Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, photograph W
7.1,
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Figure 12 Portrait of Ansley Wilcox at his desk in the morning
room, by Urquhart Wilcox, 1919. Courtesy Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation.
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Figure 13 Morning room or “study” in the Wilcox house, from a
photograph published in Buffalo Times, March 6, 1921.
Courtesy of Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Founda-
tion.
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Figure 14

Fireplace and terrace doors, roorning room, c¢.1934.
Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Founda-
tion, photo W 3.2. The portrait of Ansley Wilcox was
painted in 1927 by his brother Urquhart.
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Figure 15 Front parlor, looking west toward Delaware Avenue,
1921, Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site
Foundation, gift of Marian Bull Eames.
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Figure 16 Back parlor, looking east from front parlor, 1921. Cour-
tesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation,
gift of Marian Bull Eames. Note player piano in front
parlor and 18th century harpsichord in back parlor.
The large painting was probably “The Little Princess,”
by Gaston La Touche.
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Figure 17 Back parlor, north wall, 1921. Courtesy Theodore
Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, gift of Marian
Bull Eames.
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Figure 18

Front of Wilcox residence, September 14, 1301, probab-
ly taken while the inaugural ceremony was taking
place inside. Detail showing library window with
decorated shade. Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt In-
augural Site Foundation, photograph W 4.1b.
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Figure 19 South side of Wilcox residence, ¢.1901, showing plain
window shades in morning room, decorated shades in
dining room. Photograph marked “4/7 Cary,” courtesy
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation.
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Figure 20

“Second floor plan, alterations to residence of Ansley
Wilcox Esq., George Cary Arch’t,” in George Cary Collec-
tion, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society. Room
numbers have been assigned by the author. No plans
exist for the rooms in the front part of the house (rooms
201-202, 208-210).
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Figure 21 North back room (206) in 1921, when it was Mrs.
Wilcox’s bedroom. The north window, behind the bed,
was converted to an open doorway about 1938. Cour-
tesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation,
gift of Marian Bull Eames,
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Figure 22

(A5

Southeast room (214) in 1921, when it was Mrs.
Wilcox’s sitting room. Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt In-
augural Site Foundation, gift of Marian Bull Eames.
This photograph was published in the Buffalo Zimes,
March 6, 1921.
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Figure 23 Bed reputedly used by Theodore Roosevelt when he
stayed in the Wilcox house, September 1901. The
photograph, probably taken in the south front bedroom
(208), was published in the Buffalo News, June
20,1934. Courtesy Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site
Foundation, photograph W 5.1b.
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Appendix A

“Analysis of Historic Occupancy,” from Walter S. Dunn, Jr.,
“Furnishing Plan” (ca. 1969}, pp. 5-27.

C. ANALYSIS OF HISTORIC OCCUPANCY

The first survey of the Yand was parformed by the Holland Land Company.
The title search begins with the survey by Joseph Ellicott, agent of the Hol-
land Land Company. Ellicott was acting for Withelm Willink, one of the
proprietars of the Holland Land Company. On March 1, 1809, the property
was sold by Wilheim Willink for the Holland Land Company to Ebenezer
Walden for $232.50.

Ebenezer Walden was born in Massachusetts in 1777. After graduating
from Williams College, he studied iaw in Oneida County and came to Buf-
falo in 1806 as the first licensed lawyer in Western New York. Initially he
had so few clients he was forced to cletk in stores. His first office was
situated on Main Street between Exchange and Seneca. In 1810 he put-
chased lots on the northeast corner of Main and Eagle, and for the next
tour decades continued to amass a fortune in extensive real estate hold-
ings.

in 1812 Walden married Susannah Marvin and also was elected State As-
semblyman. Avyear latet when the British invaded Buffalo, he saved many
lives and with his family was among the many citizens who fled to Wil-
liamsvitle. Later in 1813 Walden was on a committee to assess the losses
sustained during the British invasion, and was one of four trustees for the
incorporation of the village of Buffalo by the State Legislature. He was a
member of a group to form the first brickyard in the area, and then
proceeded to build one of the first brick houses.

In 1816 Walden was a trustee of the first local bank, The Bank of Niagara,
which was founded that same year. in 1819 he was one of a group of men
to sponsor a loan for construction of a harbor in Black Rock. On October
8, 1835, the property on which the Wilcox House now stands was sold by
Ebenezer Walden and his wife, Susan, to Alanson Palmer for $100,000.

Born in Eastown, Washington County, New York, in 1794, Palmer was one
of six children and settled with his parents in the area of 18-Mile Creek.
His first job was in a tannery, followed by service in the army, which he
joinad as a substitute for his older brother.

After the War of 1812 Palmer became a store clerk, was most industrious
and opened his own grocery store with a bank account of thirteen doflars.
Even in those early business years he loved to speculate in almost any-
thing in which he could make money. He was in the bullding business and
built the County Poor House Farm, north of North Street,

Mr. Palmer’s first wife died shortly after their marriage. His second wife
was Julia Matteson, and they had two sons and three daughters.

During the period 1827-18386, Palmer purchased much property including
the American Hotel for $100,000. He built the vessel Julla Palmer (named
for his wife), the second full-rigged ship employed in lake commerce at a
cast of $32,000.

Throughout his iife Palmer remembered the poor and needy and was al-
ways willing to help. With his own money he opened the Palmer School,
the first free public school in Buffalo. Located in the basement of the
Unitarian Church it drew “six boys and six girls from each ward in the city.”
Paimer paid for all books and stationery. His trustees were: Ira A. Blos-
som, Efijah D, Efner, John B. Macy, James McKay, John W. Beals, and
Noah B. Sprague.

Palmer was a flamboyant, warm-hearted, astute man. He valued self-es-
teem, and thus not only dressed richly, but talked in the most “grandilo-
quent styfes.”

Paimer’s tole of “Buffalo Millionaire” came o an abrupt end with the finan-
cial crash of 1836. With his many problems too much for him, his physical
and mental health was broken, and he spent the rest of his life in the Wif-
lard Asylum in Ovid, New York.

Palmer never lost his sense of humor or his love of friends. Many years
later when an oid friend, State Comptrolier, Hon, Nelson K, Hopkins, was
an a visit to Ovid, Palmert remarked, "What! Gomptroller, have they got
you here t1oo?” Alanson Palmer died at the age of 82.
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Palmer held the Wilcox House praperty but a short time, less than seven
weeks after his purchase on October 8, 1835, He soid the propetty on
November 24, 1835, in company with his wife, Julia, to Benjamin Rathbun
for $79,276, a loss of over $20,000 within this short period.

Benjamin Rathbun was barn in Otsega County, New York, in 1790. He ar-
rived in Butfalo in 1821, and became the proprietor of the Eagle Tavem, a
well known and well patronized hostelty and stage coach shop. He be-
came prominent in this cccupation and in 1827 he was elected a Trustee
of Buffalo before it became a city.

In 1832 Rathbun built a retail and dry goods store at 228-230 Main Streat.
By 1835 he was considered the leading heavy building coniractor in the
city. As a metchant he had increased his holdings by building and opening
other stores at 267 and 272 Main Street. He also owned and operated
cther buildings in the downtown area which he had built.

By 1836 Rathbun was thought by all to be at the height of success, power
and fame. He was a real estate broker, merchant, builder, banker, stage
line operator, hotel keeper, bus line owner, civic leader, and owner of a fac-
tory to manufacture railroad cars, stage coaches and pleasure carriages.
His financial operations affected the money market of the entire country.
He employed over 2,100 people and his daily payments were over
$10,000. By this time the newspapers and the citizenry referred to him as
“the man of the times,” ‘the builder of Buffalo,” and “the ruling power of her
(Buffalo) destiny.”

Then in 1836, due to the tightening money situation which led to the Panic
of 1837, all of Rathbun’s commetcial enterprise collapsed and he went
bankrupt. It was discovered accidentally that papers bearing his name and
the names of almost evety leading businessman of Buffalo at the time
were forged in an amount in excess of five million dollars. Rathbun
claimed that the actual signing was done by his brother and two nephews.
Rathbun was arrested and placed in prison, These events resulted in a
tragedy tor about one-third of the city’s population. Workers ricted and the
city was thrown into turmoil. Rathbun spent two years in prison before his
trial was moved to Batavia because of the publicity. He was convicted and
sentenced o five years in prison in 1838. New York State Governor
Seward denied him pardons in 1840 and 1842,

In 1843, after serving his full term of five years in the State Prison, he
returned to Buffalo to five for several years. Then he moved to New York
City and buift and tived in a hotel on Lower Broadway named the Rathbun

| #ﬁiﬁV- - e . -r o e .

Hous_e.' Rathbun prospered and was respected in the community. He died
in 1873 at the age of 83.

- As part of the collapse of Rathbun’s fortune on August 1, 1836, the proper-

ty on which the Wilcox House stands was assigned to Hiram Pratt, Louis F.
Allen, Thomas C. Love, Joseph Clary and Millard Fillmore as executors for
the benefit of Rathbun's ¢creditors for the nominal sum of $1.00. All of
these men were officers of the Buifalo Fire and Marine Insurance Com-
pany except Millard Fillmore who was then an attorney in the firm of
Filimore, Hall and Haven.

In 1832 Hiram Pratt was the cashier (officer) and director of the Bank of
Buftalo, a director of the Buffalo Fire and Marine Insurance Company, a
trustee of the Buffalo Literary and Scientific Academy, and an officer of
Prati Taylor & Co. In 1835 and 1836 he was Mayor of Buffalo, Prasident of
Pratt Taylor & Co., and President of the Bank of Buffalo.

In 1832 Louis F. Allen was an agent of New York Lite Insurance and Trust
Cao. He also served on the Buffalo Board of Health and was the Secretary
of the Buffalo Fire and Marine Insurance Co. In 1836 Allen continued to
serve as an agent for the New York Life Insurance and Trust Co.

In 1832 Thomas C. Love was a Fifth Ward alderman, an attorney, a direc-
tor of the Buffalo Fire and Marine Insurance Co. and a frustee of the Buf-
falo Literary and Scientific Academy. In 1835 and 1836 he was a member
of Congress and a pariner in the law firm of Love and Norton in Buffale.

In 1828 Joseph Clary was a Justice of the Peace in Buffalo and an attor-
ney. In 31832 he practiced law, served on the Buffalo Board of Health and
was a director of the Buffalo Fire and Marine Insurance Co. In 1835 he
was law paritner of Horatio J. Stow in Buffalo under the firm name of Clary
& Stow.

In 1828 Millard Fillmore was Commissioner of Aurora, New York. In 1832
he was a practicing attorney in Buffalo and

Vice-Prasident of the Buffalo Lyceum. In 1835 he practiced law in Buftalo
with Nathan Kelsey Hall under the firm name of Fillmore & Hall. in 1836
he continued to practice law in Buffalo under the firm name of Fillmore,
Halt & Haven.

On QOctober 28, 1836, the mortgage executed by Benjamin Rathbun in
1835 to Alanson Palmer and assigned by Palmer to Walden was
foreclosed. The rapid turnover of ownership in the years 1835 and 1836
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was symptomatic of the inflationary boom which took place in those years,
followed by the coflapse in the panic of 1837, On June 5, 1837, the proper-
ty was sold by auction at a mortgage foreclosure sale to Ebenezer Walden
for $47 500,

In 1836 Walden was one of a group to secure a charter incorporating
Woastern University. He conditionally promised nins acres of land. In 1838
when this plan failed after the panic of 1837, Walden leasad this same land
for the purpose of establishing a military post for the defense of the
Niagara Frontier to the Federal Governmant, which buift the "Buffalo Bar-
racks” or "Poinsett Barracks.”

The Poinsett Barracks were named far J. Roberts Poinsetf. Born in Char-
leston, South Carolina on March 2, 1779, he was a member of Congress
from 1821 to 1825 and in 1825 was appointed Minister fo Maxico. As a
resuit, he published Notes on Mexico and the poinsettia plant, a native of
Mexico was named for him. President Van Buren appointed him Secretary
of War in 1837,

From 1838 to 1845, the 2nd Artillery, the 4th Ariliery and the 2nd infantry
at various times were posted at the Poinsett Barracks. It was duting this
period that the first

structure included in the Wilcox House was built as part of the officars’
quarters for the post. in 1838 the military post was considered to be out in
the country beyond the builtup area of Buffalo, The only structure remain-
ing of that mifitary cccupation is the Ansley Wilcox house. Originally it
faced Main Strest and was a double house serving the famiiies of two of-
ficers. Dr. Wood, a surgeon, and his family resided on one side. Mrs.
Wood was the daughter of Zachary Taylor, President of the United States.
Captain Casey lived in the other hali. His son, Tom, was engineer for the
Public Library in Washington, D.C. The soldiers lelt Poinsett Barracks in
1845 and the lease was terminated.

On September 22, 1847, Ebenezer Walden sold a portion of the property
inciuding the present Wilcox House site to Joseph G. Masten and his wife,
Chyistina, for $3,500. Two merigages for $5,500 and $14,000 were taken
by Masten to buy additional pisces of the property.

Joseph G. Masten settled in Buffalo in 1836 and at once acquired a large
and important legal business. He had been in law practice for some years
at Bath, Steuban County.

in 1843 he was elected mayor of the city and re-elected in 1845. Judge
Masten was an infiuential member of the State Constitutional Convention
in 1867, as a delegate at large, and served on the Judiciary Cormnmittee,

In 1848 he was chosen Recorder of the city, the duties of which judictal of-
fice he discharged with great credit, and in 1856 was elected as Judge of
the Superior Court, formerly known as Recorder's Court, which position he
held untit his death in April 1871. He was a trustee of the Grosvenor
Library and the Law Library.

in every position to which he was appointed or called by the people, Judge
Masten discharged the duties assumed with an ability and Hidelity which
commanded the respect of all parties. As a lawyer and a judge he oc-
cupied a high rank and was recognized as a scund and enlightened jurist.

Judge Masten had as law partners at one time Evart Van Buren, and later
Henry W. Rogers, beth his seniors and eminent in their profession.

Judge Joseph G. Masten, was a handsome, erect, mannearly and manly
man. His countenance had a thoughtful look when in repose; when ad-
dressing another of addressed on ordinary fopics his face wore the most
pleasant of smiles. He wore his hair at good length, arranged with orderly
carelessness, which gave to his appearance a “nonchalant” look. Among
his social intimates he was a most agreeable and genial gentleman. An ac-
curate lawyer, an industrious judge, he was instinctively polite and cordial
toall.

Judge Masten died April 14, 1871 at the age of 62; he was eulegized by
Grover Cleveland and others, The funeral took place at the family
residence on Notth Street. Episcopal services were read by Dr. Shelton, a
noted Buffalo clergyman.

Masten sold the proparty on which the Wilcox House now stands June 23,
1857, to the Oliver Lee and Company Bank of Buffalo for $32,500 subject
to twe morigages which Masten had taken out when he purchased the
land from Walden,

The Oliver Lee and Company Bank was founded by Oliver Lee in 1844.
Oliver Lee was born in Lebanon, Connecticut, December 23, 1781, He
came to Genesee County in 1813 and settled in Orangevilie, now Wyom-
ing County and opened up a farm on which he lived many years. He was
married in Connecticut, October 30, 1813, to Eliza Downer who was born
July 22, 1794. Thera were eleven children two of whom died in infancy.

He was an early constable and was subsequently appointed deputy sheriff,
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when the county of Genesee extended east to Genesee River and north to
Lake Ontario. He moved to Warsaw, where he kept a public house a few
years. In 1823 he went into the mercantile business in Sheldon and can-
tinued it for one year.

in 1825 he came to Westfield where in partnership with John McWhorter,
he pursued the same business several years. In the fall of 1827 he began
trade at Silver Creek, having purchased the mill and farm previously
owned by John E. Howard. In 1828 he moved his family there and in the
same year taok into pannership Clark C. Swift, under the firm name of Lee
& Swift, until 1832.

In 1839 he established the Bank of Silver Creek. In 1840 he tock as
panner hig son, Gharles H. Lee and retired from the merchantile business
afew years after. He died suddenly in Buffalo, July 28, 1846,

The children of Oliver Lee were: Eunice, wife of Clark C. Swift, who died
1866; Caroline; Charles H.; Eliza, wife of William H. Abell, of Buffalo;
James M. who married Lucretia

M. Clark, lived in Buffale and engaged with brother Charles in merchantile
business and other; Franklin, who married Marianne Waith, daughter of
Rev. Wm. Loomis, Buffalo; Helen, wite of Henry Montgomery, of firm of
Ciark, Holland & Company in the planning business, Buffalo; John M.,
California; Maria L., wife of Chauncy G. Talcott, a tanner and currier at Sil-
ver Creek.

The bank was possibly in the hands of Oliver Lee’s sons in 1857. The
Oliver Lee Bank was sold at public auction on April 4, 1859, and went into
receivership. When the bank went into receivership, one of its main
creditors was the New York Central Railroad. When its assets were sold at
public auction on Apri! 9, 1859, the New York Central sent its treasurer, Gil-
bert L. Wilson from Albany to attend. Wilson bid on the property and
bought it for $26,588.37. According to the New York Central, Wilson was
sent to the auction to keep the price up and was caught with the high bid.
Wilson paid for the property and was reimbursed with New York Central
funds, though he continued to hold it for them in his own name. At his
death it passed with his estate to his son, who sold part of it to the New
York Gentral Railroad Company for $10.00 on July 11, 1861. Another por-
tion of the property was sold by Cora L. B. Wilson, the widow of Gilbert L.
Wilson to the New York Central Railroad Company for $1.00 on December
27, 1862,

The New York Central had no intention of deveioping the property and on
May 1, 1863, sold a portion at the rear of the house to Angeline L. Marsh
for $5,437.50 and on the same date sold the parcel on which the house
stands to Albert P. Laning, a close associate of the raiiroad, for $8,800.

Albert P. Laning was born in Burlington, Otsego County, New York, about
1817, His father was a Methodist minister. In 1838-39 Laning attended
the Oneida Conference Seminary in Madison County, New York. Later he
began his law career by entering the office of Judge Shankiand of Cortland
County. In 1845 he was admitted to the bar and began practice in Al-
legany County. About 1855 he came to Buffalo and later succeeded to the
practice of Joseph G. Masten who had been appointed to the Superior
Court Bench. Ha joined the Democratic Party and from 1854 fo 1858 was
a member of the Deamocratic State Committee. He was a delegate to the
Democratic National Convention in 1884, an alternate in 1868 and 1872,
and a delegate in 18786,

He was elected 1o the assembly in 1858 and in 1874 was elected to the
State Senate. His interest was canal legislation. He was a nominee for
mayor of Buffalo but not elected. He was one of the commissioners for the
City and County Hall and was proud of the building that resulted from that
work. For several years before his death he was the attorney for the New
Yotk Central and Hudson River Railroad, the Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern Railroad and Canada Southern Rajlway, He was associated with
Daniel H. McMillan and James F, Glock, Grover Cleveland and Oscar fFol-
SOMm.

In 1843 Laning married Miss Esther N. Pulling and had one daughter. He
did not have an impesing appearance nor personal magnetism nor did he
affect the persuasive or conciliatory style.

He fought his battles with pure intellect. His mind was active and he had a
marvelous memory. He had a tremendous vocabulary and there was noth-
ing commonplace about him. He never wasted time and keenly analyzed
situations rapidly and accurately.

He died on September 4, 1880, on his return from the Cincinnati conven-
tion. Among his pallbearers were six representatives of the New York
Cenitral Railroad.

On March 24, 1881, Esther N. Laning, the widow of Albert P. Laning and
his daughtet Helen A. Laning sold the property on which the Wilcox House
stands to Frederick A. Bell for $37,581,



Frederick A. Bell was bormn about 1845. He spent his early life in

Rochester where his father was a prominent and wealthy citizen. He mar-

ried Mrs. Mary Gridley Bruce about 1870. She was the daughter of

Ganeral Asabel Gridley, one of the wealthiest men of central lilincis, The

’ marriage proved unhappy and Mrs. Bell sued for divorce about 1900.
Divorce and alimony of $5,000 were granted and Mr. Bell contested in
Coun of Appedls of New York, State Supreme Court and U.8. Suprame
Court.

Mr. Bell was active in coal, lumber and grain elevating business. He was
very successful in the coal mining business in Pennsylvania and came to
Buffalo about 1878 as head of the firm of Bell, Lewis and Yates. His
brother-in-law, George H. Lewis, was a junior member of the firm. During
its sighteen year existence, the company did an enormous business.

Mr. Bell was a prominent figure in business and social circles and a vety
handsome man. He had a famous historical library, one of the best in the
country and a fine art collection, He had a rare ability for business and his
advice was often sought by capitalists.

He retired in 1896 and spent twe years abroad. In 1888 he bought a home
in Madison, New Jersey. He died in a New York City hospital on May 20,
1900, and was sutvived by his widow and sister, Mrs. George H. Lewis,
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Mr. Bell left an estate valued at 25 million dollars. No copy of the will was
filed in Erie County. Those left large bequests in Bufialo were his lawyer,
Henry H. Seymour; his physician, Dr. Thomas Lathrop; his sister, Mrs.
George H. Lewis and her son.

On November 17, 1883, the house and property were sold by Frederick
Bell and Mary G. Bell, his wife, to Alfred Bell of Rochester, New York for
$47,500. The relationship of Aifred Bell to Frederick Bell has not been
determined, bul he held the house for only ten days. The deed was
notarized by Anstey Wilcox and recorded on November 26, 1883. On the
next day, the property on which the house stands was sold by Affred Bell
and his wife, Julitte, to Dexter P, Rumsey for $38,500. On June 27, 1877,
the property adjoining this had been sold by the same Alfred Bell to Dexter
P. Rumsey for $10,000.

Dexter Phelps Rumsey was born in Westfield, Chautaugqua County, on
April 27, 1827, and came to this city with his parents when he was four
years old. Buffalo was his home continuously thereafter.

Mr. Rumsey’s father was Aaron Rumsey, who established several tan-
neties and leather storgs in this city in the early days of the municipality.
Aaron Rumsey was an exceedingly progressive business man, and it
wasn't long after he settled in Buffalo that he had a well established leather
business here. This business he developed until it grew to large propor-
tiens, and when his two sons, Dexter P. and Bronson C. Bumsey, became
of age their father took them into the firm with him. But long before this,
both young men were identified with their father in the conducting of the
business and they were among the young city’s ablest business men when
they were taken into partnership with their father and the firm of A. Rumsey
& Co. was organized.

After the death of Aaron Rumsey, the sons carried on the leather and tan-
nary business established by their father. The two brothers had great con-
fidence in each other's business judgment and, it is said, naither took a
business step without consulting the othar.

The headquarters of the firm was on Exchange Streat, apposite the New
York Centrat Railroad Company’s station. Dextar P. Rumsey maintained
an office in the building in which the business was conducied up to the
time of his death, although he gave up active business about 20 years
before.

Dexter Rumsey occupied an honored place in the business and social life
of Buffalo. He was much interested in the development of the city and had
great faith in its ultimate growth. His faith was attested by the freedom with
which he invested some of his capiial in real estate. Years before

many others had any idea that Buffalo was to grow into the large city it has
become, Mr. RBumsey foresaw its destiny and realized that some of the
choicest residence property of the city would be in the vicinity of Delaware
Park.

He bought much property in that vicinity when most residents regarded
such ventures as premature if not exactly wild. The soundness of Mr.
Rumsey’s judgment, however, is now well known, for his large holdings in
the vicinity of Delaware Park included some of the finest residence proper-
ty in Buffalo. When he bought this land it was way out in the country, and
one plot behind the park was referred to as “Rumsey’s woods,” but all this
land was dastined io be covered by residences.

Mr. Rumsey was a President of the Buffalo Club and a trustee of the Erie
Gounty Savings Bank. He was involved in many civic activities and cul-
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tura! and sociat organizations though he avoided publicity as much as pos-
sible.

Mr. Rumsay married three times. To him and his first wife, Mary Coburn,
were bom two daughters, Comelia and Mary Grace, both of whom married
Ansley Wilcox. His second wife was Mary E. Bissell. On October 25,
1889, Mr. Rumsey married Susan Fiske, daughter of Frank W. and Char-
lotte {Hazard) Fiske of Buifalo. They had two children, Dexter and Ruth.

Death can at his home at 742 Delaware Avenue, His wife; his daughter,
Mrs. Ansley Wilcox; and the two children by his third wife, Dexter and
Ruth, survived Mr. Rumsey.

Rumsey bequeathed the property to his daughter, Mrs. Mary Grace Rum-
sey Wilcox tor her lifetime usa. Ansley Wilcox had been living in the house
since 1884 having married Mary Grace Rumsey on November 20, 1883,

Ansley Wilcox was a tawyer of nation-wide prominence, who attained suc-
cess and distinction in his profession, which he followed in Buffalo for

many years. A recognized leader in movements of reform, progress and
improvement, he influenced public opinion to a notable extent and was con-
tinually giving of his wisdom and experience to others. He was a friend of
the poor and unfortunate and his benefactions were as wide as his
knowledge of need.

Born in Summerville, now a part of Augusta, Georgia, January 27, 18586,
Mr. Wilcox was a son of Daniel Hand and Frances Louisa (Ansley) Wilcox
and a grandson of Colonel Jonathan Samuel Wilcox of Madison, Connec-
ticut. The Civil War played an important part in the destiny of Ansiey Wil
cox. His father, then living in the South, as a northerner, wished to avoid
service in the Confederate Army, but was willing fo accept a Contederate
government commission 1o England, taking his chances of successfully
running the Yankee blockade, Mrs. Wilcox planned te join her husband in
Montreal and with her five young children managed to escape from Augus-
ta on the last train before communications were cut off by General
Sherman’s army. The mother and children traveled west to Jackson, Mis-
sissippl, and gradually worked north, crossing the battle tines at Memphis,
Tennessee. There they took a steamer up the Mississippi River, impetifled
by shedt fira from both armies, and finally joined the husband and father in
Canada. After the war they returned o his old home in Madison, Connec-
ficut, and later settled in New Haven.

After attending the Hopkins Grammar School in that city Ansley Wilcox
entered Yale University, graduating with the class of 1874, when but

sighteen years of age, and supplemanted his education by a year's study
at Oxford University in England. With his return to the United States he
entered upon his legal career in Buffalo in 1882, as a member of the firm of
Crowley, Movius & Wilcox, which a year later became Movius & Wilcox.
Under that firm aame the practice was conducted until 1892, when Mr.
Movius withdrew and the firm then became Wilcox & Miner. Another
change in partnership occurred in 1903, leading to the adoplion of the style
of Wilcox & Bull. This was continued untit 1910 and two years later the
firm of Wilcox & Van Allen was formed— an association that was main-
tained from 1912 until 1917. While highly regarded as a corporation
lawyer, Mr. Wilcox gave the major part of his time and attention to advisory
taw. Amang the important cases which he handled were the folffowing:
Briggs vs. Spaulding, invoiving the liability of directors of national banks for
neglecting their duties, and establishing the principle that they are fully §i-
able; and Bleistein vs. Donaldson, sustaining the right to copyright ordinary
commercial lithographic prins and posters, reversing the dacisions of the
lower courts. As counsal, Mr. Wilcox assisted in the entrance of the West
Shore Railroad {now a part of the New York Central systam) to Buffalo in
1882. From 1883 until 1885 he was counsel for the commission appointed
by Governor Cleveland {0 acquire Jand for the New York State reservation
at Niagara Falls and was a commissioner of the reservation for the years
from 1910 untit 1917. In the educational field he did important wotk as
professor of medical jurisprudence at the University of Buffalo from 1885 to
1906. He was a tawyer of high attainments. His study and rasearch wera
s0 thorough that he was never surprised by an unexpaected attack, being al-
ways fortified for defense, white at the same time he reached for the most
vulnerable paint in his oppenent’s armor, and was victorious in many a
notable forensic combat. In the case of Rogers vs. the City of Buffalo he
succeeded in establishing the constitutionality of the civil service law of the
state. After his retirement from the law firm of Wilcox & Van Allen in 1917
he devoted his energies to the service of a few old clients, to work in con-
nection with the handling of estates and the civic and phifanthropic ac-
tivities,

Mr. Wilcox developed the plan of holding city and county elections in the
odd numbered years and the national and state elections in the even num-
bered years, “in order to free municipal governments from politics;” and at
the New York State constitutional convertion of 1894 succeeded in having
this plan adopted as to cities. It has since baen copled in many other
states. Mr. Wilcox was one of the commissionars in 1913-14 to examine
the public health laws of the state, resulting in a new health law within
about one year. in 1900 he was named by Governor Roosevelt to hear the
chargss brought against District Attormey Asa Bird Gardiner, of New York
county, and was a member of the commission to inguire into the Elmira
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Reformatory scandal, at the time of the Brockway disclosures cof alleged
cruelty to prisoners.

Keenly interested in movements for city charter reform and civil service
reform, Mr. Wilcox aided in organizing the National Civil Service Reform
League, becoming a member of its council, and also assisted in forming
the Buffalo Civil Service Reform Association, of which he was president for
more than a quarter of a century. He took an important part in drafting the
law tor a commissioner of jurors, appointed by the judges, thus starling a
reform of the jury system, which spread widely over New York State and
beyond. He was a member of the National Municipal League for better
municipal government.

Mr. Wilcox was mattied in Buffalo, January 17, 1878, to Miss Cornefia C,
Rumsey, who was a daughter of Dexter P. and Mary (Coburn) Rumsey and
who died Daecember 22, 1880. On the 20th of November, 1883, Mr. Wilcox
married Miss Mary Grace Rumsey, a sister of his first wife. Her maternat
grandfather, Theodore Coburn, was a preminent contractor of Buffalo and
built the First Presbytarian Church, hMrs. Wilcox acquired her sarly educa-
tion in Buffalo, afterward pursuing her studies in Farmington, Connecticut,
and in Paris, France. Mr. and Mrs, Wilcox were the parents of two
daughters. The slder, Mrs. Nina Bull, made her home in New York City
and was the mother of two children: Henry Adsit Bull; and Marion {Buth)
Eames, of Engtand. Frances Wilcox, the younger daughter, who became
the wife of Major Thomas F. Cooke, was interested in many charities in Buf-
falo and long served on the board of the College Greche.

Mr. Wiicox was a man of broad sympathies and was constantily reaching
out a helping hand to those in need. In 1877 he was one of the founders of
the Buffalo Charity Organization Society, the first of its kind in the United
States and the model for all others. From that time forward he was a lead-
ing spirit in the work of the organization, becoming one of its trustees in
1881, while in 1906 he was called to the presidency, thus serving until his
death on the 26th of January, 1930. He was made general chairman of the
Buffalo Federation of Charities and Social Service Agencies and also be-
came a trustee of the Buffalo General Hospital, which he represented as
counsel for more than forty years.

An independent republican in politics, Mr. Wilcox was ona of the original
“mugwumps” who refused to support Blaine and raltied to Grover
Ctleveland for president, participating in the independent movament which
resulted in Cleveland’s election. He was an intimate friend of Cleveland,
Roeosevalt and Tafl. As to the point of this report, it was at the Wilcox home
in Butfalo that Theodore Roosevelt tock the oath of office September 14,

1901, following the death of Willlam McKinley, and there he held his first
cabinet meeting. A report on this event written by Wilcox and cerrectad by
Roosevelt is attached as Appendix A, My. Wilcox was a member of the
Century Association, the City Club and St. Andrew’s Goif Club, all of Naw
York City; the Buffalo, Country, Athletic, Park, Wanakah, Saturn and Univer-
sity Clubs of Buffalo; the Buffalo Chamber of Commerce; the Chamber of
Commerce of the United Siates; the New York State Bar Association and
the American Bar Association. Exceptional personat gifts were his and he
spared no labor to make full use of his powers.

The exscutors of the Dexter P. Rumsey estate were Ansley Wilcox, Frank
W. Fiske, and Charles Mallam Keep. Fiske was a brother-in-law of Dexter
P. Rumssy. They had the right to sefl the property with the permission of
Mrs. Mary Wilcox and the property was 10 be sold on her death. However,
on November 9, 1910, Mrs. Mary Wilcox deeded the property back to the
estate of Dexter P. Rumsey. Ansley Witcox died on January 26, 1930, and
his wife three years later on October 22, 1933, Wilcox and his wita lived in
the house until thelr deaths.

In 1838, Oliver M. and Kathryn Lawrence moved into the house as tenants
of the Rumsey sstate and convsrted i into a restaurant. The Lawrences
spent nine manths renovating the house in 1939 before apening the res-
taurant as the Kathryn Lawrence Tea Room. In later years it became the
Kathryn Lawrence Rastaurant. On October 1, 1947, they purchased the
house from tha Rumsey estate for $62,000.

The restaurant was closed Septamber 10, 1959. On April 23, 1857, the
property had been soid by Oliver H. Lawrence and his wife {died, Septem-
ber 10, 1958} fo a domastic corporation known as 641 Delaware Avenus
for $1.00. Lawrence was the president of this corporation. In 1858, the
Liberty National Bank of Buffalo leased a parcel of the Anslay Wilcox
property upon which the bank branch now stands. The bank occupied
their branch bank on this site on January 6, 1859, Included in the lease
was an easement 1o a strip of land on which to build a drive-in ramp, pro-
vide access to a fifteen car-parking area, and provide ingress and egress
o and from the parking area, and Delaware Avenue and Franklin Street.

in 1960 Nathan Benderson, prosident of the Benderson Development Cor-
poration, reputedly leased the property for 99 years at $1,500 pet month
with the intention of razing it to make way for a parking lot. In 1963 the
lease was returned to Lawrence for $156,000. The Liberty National Bank
then purchased the properly on November 22, 1963.
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Following passage of enabling legislation creating the national historic site
in November, 1966, the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation
was incorporated on March 17, 1967, with the intention of operating the
property. When the conditions of the legislation were met, the building was
purchased by the federal government on May 23, 1969 for $250,000.00.
For additional information on the historical occupancy, reference should be
made o the paper by J. Griffin Lesher, "The Wilcox Mansion of Buifalo a
Glimpse of our Past” which is attached as Appendix B.




Appendix B

Will of Grace Rumsey Wilcox, and inventory (pp. 1-19) of
her estate at 641 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, November 15,
1933. From the originals filed in Erie County Hall, Sur-
rogates Court, Buffalo, New York.
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WILL
of

GRACE RUMSEY WILCOX

© T, the undersigned, GRACE RUMSEY WILCOX, of Burfalo, New
York, 40 make, publish end declare this to be ay Lasat Will and

Tectement, hereby revoking all former ¥ills by me made.

I. I give end begueath to my daughter, FHARCIS
L1LCOL COOEE, all my jewel:y, clothing end pevsosel balongings of
every kind, together with my silverware, linen, furniture, books,
pictures and ornaments, including the contents of my rasidence at
Lake View, Mew York, and together With any automocbile or auto-
mobiles whioh I may own with the equipment thexeof.

I make this gift to my daughter, Frances, exprosgs-
ing the wish and expectation that she will g!:u to 1y husband's
daughter, Nina, and her children, a getierous share of ny effects
including silverwars, linen, furniture, beooks, plotures and house-
hcold oransments.

1I. I give and baguesath to my Executors hereinafter

pamed and %o their survivor or successors, tha sum of Twenty-iwo

thousand Bollars {522,000}, IN TRUST, Tor MRS, WILHELMINA GQOURM of

the ity of Buffalo, New Yorik, widow of my uncle, Theeodore Coburn,
degeased, mith suthority te inveat and reinvest the sald sum and
collect the income therecof and t{o psy the net incoms in guarterly
installments to the gald “ilhelmina Cobura during her life.

ATter her death tie principal of nsld trust fund
shall be divided inte two equal perts. One of cuch parts shall be
peid over to her aon, Theodore Goburn, of New York City, to whom I

glve the Rame if he be then living. The other of such parts shall

continue to bo"hald by my sald Zxecutors for the bepnefit of Sarah
Codurn Hoff, daughter of the said Yilhelmina Coburn, IN TRUST, te
invest and reinvest the asnxe and collect the {ncome thereof and to
pay the net income in guarterly 1natnilmenta to tha sald Sarah
Coburn Hoff during her life and upon her death to pay mnd turn over
the principal theresf to her children than surviving, t_he 1ssus of
any descemssd child ta receive the share itc parent would have tavez
if then living; in cese said Saral Coburn Hoff dles without
issue, then the principal of her said trust fund shall be peid and
turned orver to her brother Thesdors Cobura, or 1f he is not living
to his issue, anéd if there be no lssus then to my diatributees in
accordance with the laws of the Stote of New York then in affect.

If either the seld Jersh Coburn Boff or Theodore Cobura
shall die before their mother, Wilhelmina Coburn, the share of ruck
deceosed child ahsll pass to his or her issus, to Whom I herebdy
give the sane in that event. If the pald Sarsh Coburn HofZ shall
die before her nother, ‘wilhelamina Coburn, tifhout leeving issue
mirviving the said %ilhelmina Coburo, then her part or share shall
be paid and turasd over to her brother, Theodore Coturn, and if khe
Is net then living, to his iosue or in case there be no issus, thec
to my distributees in accordanca with the lawa of the State Of lew
York then in effeot.

In case Tuescdores Cotarn shall die before hia mother,
Wilhelnina Coburn, without leeving lssue, then his part or share
sieli bocone a part of the trust herein creoated for hia sister,
Sarah ¢oburn HYoff, if she gurvives her mother, and be adoinistered
in ac¢ordance with the werms hereof; 1T, in such event, she does
nat survive her motler then the s81d shure shall %o pald snd turnsd
over to her issue, LY euy, and i there be no issue surviving he-
mother, then to ny distributeen in accordsnce with the laws of toe

Gtugte of Ner York then Lin effect.
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IIX. My Executors hereinsfter named are authorized in
croatizg the trust provided by Artlele IT of my Will, to ma t mpary
for that purpose mny security which I may hold et the time of my
death, producing af fncome of not less than five per dent (5%) on
the principal of such trust, whather tha sald securitiana ars ordi~
perily regerdsd as trust fnvestmenta or not and sich sscurities may
be so met apsrt at suohk valuatlons as my kxaoutbra dsam just and
proper 85d thelr determinstion ia the nule'otion of stich seourities
and the valuation thereof, shall b; final and ocnolusivya upon all

persens whatscever.
in chss mny fund ghall under the provisions of Artiols JIY

of this ¥ill, pass %o and becomo the properiy of any infant, then
1 direct that such property be held until such infant reaches hins
or her majority, by my BExecutors, thelr awrvivoer or sucoessors, aa

testazentary guardlans thersof without boads.

Iv. I give end bequeath to =y friend, FRANCES FARNCOMA,
whose permanent address is in London, Ontario, the sum of Ten
thousand Dollara (£10,000) in ocash or in securities as my Executors
may select, 1f she be living. )

I glve and bequeath unto ML PISCHER the sur of
Threse thousand Dollars ({3,000), if she be living.
I give and bequeath unto MABEL WILCOX of Buffalo,

Hew York, the sum of Two thousand Dollars {§2,000}, Af she be living.

I give and beqiemth unto RILLIAN J. P, SEIPP of
Burfalo, New York, tha sum of Two thousand Dollears ($2,000}, if ke
be ilving, .

I give and bequeath unto JOON H. GULDNER of Buffsalc
New York, the sum of Two thousand Pollars ($2,000}, if he be living.

I give and bequeath unto MARY ROEERTSON of Buffslo,

New York, the sum of Qne thousend Dellars {§1,000), 4f she be living,

1

i
!

R

1 give ond bequeath unto SARAH THUSCOTT of Buffela, 1
I
Few York, the sum of One thousand Dollars {$1,000), if she be 1liv- |

ing.
I give and bequeath unto LILIAN RLLIOTT of London, -
Qatarlo, the sum of One thousand Dollara {$1,000}, if cho bo living

The legacies providad for in Articles I, II and IV of
this Will shall be paid free from any tranuier, aatate <::r l.n.herl-
tance tex,

¥. All the rast and residus of my snatata, both real
und personal, including Ry Teal property ang the build inga thereon,
at lake Viam in the Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York, I give, :
devise and beqieath to my son-in-lsw, THOMAS F, COOEKE, absolutely.

. ¥1. I bereby nominmts aund appoint my daughter,. FPRANCES':
wILCOX GQOKE, and my son—in-law, THCMAS F, BOQKE, and the suxviver ;
of them, to be the Zxecutors of and Trustees under this my last m].:.l
and Testament,and I direot that tiey shall serve without giving eny
bonds. Ly said Executors und Trustees or ths surviver of them, may -
et any tize reslgn and transfer any trust fund hercunder in what over:

form 1t way then be, to any bonk or trust aompany in the City of i
i

Buffalo, for the completion of the exeooution of mald truat and in
such event I hereby nominate and appoint the said bank or trust com E
pany as Trustes with sll the powers herein granted to my Exscutors !
znd Trustees, i
I hereby grant unto my Executors and Trustees full
power with reletien to any and all property at eny tize ennantutings
part of any trust oreated by this Will and genarally with relation
to the manugerent and adminlstration of any such truste; 10 nall
Qr exchangs any 0k property on puch terms as they mey Jeem advis-
able; to invest and reinvest such proparty in any sscurities as the;

may deem proper without being limited to the oclmss of sepurities in

-J-m--u--.—-n——_-.-—l
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3 i ’ 1 stend and sontents {manogany)
1 end table
whiah trustees are authorizad by iaw %o :.nveg: truatf fundng ,t° 4 1 tavls imahoga.ny) K ' 2,00
perticipats iz any plan of reorganizavion, colsolidation or uf.a:rgar :’ 1 conssie table and mirrer : . 10.00
snd to exergise all sonvereled, -ubaori;ition, voting or other % arm chalrs . 20.00
rights of whatsoever nature dppertaining to any such proparty ead 1 cozmoda 12.00
to pay such suma ag they may deem ndt'j.uahle {n copnegtion therewith 1 servics table (aemognny) . - 500
11 GITHESE WITNAOF, I have hersunto 2et my hand snd seal 1 pisno lamp . 1,00
this 20th doy of May, 1931, o 1 cabinet aad contents | 9.00
z g }%,Z 1 davenpert {manogany) 15,00
7 d’?g"s 1 tridge lazp 1.50
1 #4 pioture 10.00
The forvgaing lnstrument wasz, on the 20th day of May, 1 tavle {mahogany) | . 10.?0
1531, wabscribed and scaled fn our presence by ORACE FUMSEY WILCCIX, . 4 omsirs ¥ T 24,00
%o ue porsenclly known to be the tostatrix theroid named, end sald 1 cak ¢ahizét and gontenta 2,00
testatriz then ond iheore declared the sane 0 be her Last ¥ill and 1 arm ¢hair 12.00
Testament; vhercupon we, at her recuest and in her presence and in 1 davenport 20.00
tha preseace of esch ather, have hercunio set our hands a3 attest- i 1 drum table £.00
tmiinosces - 1 resding tsble . 1.00
'

Residing at Y F W M‘ i 1 oak bensh 7B
W. : 1 pasr candelsbra 10.00
,&;M%Mﬁ-msmng at &ﬁmﬁw—% 2 plecs brig-s-brac 1.50
. 1 pisno {mahogsny) ' 5.00
Residing at 1 mevble padestal and ocontentia 20,00
£ fold soreesn 2,00
2 plctures 20,00
. 1 rug {blua) 15,00
Total $249.50
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Total carried I ' .o LR
_ R Total carrted . Basv.ed
1 wmadicm rug l -
} R { 1 fender beack T W75 i
1 small 5.0 i .
. reg r 1 pair irona, tongs, etc. .00 t
1 lazge ¥ 30.00 |
ge ¥ug o 1 tadle end contents 3.00 i
1 invalid chair 2.00 i :
. ; 1 o8k stand 1.00 !
Front Hall L .
S . . l 1 1 lgop - 1.00 :
'l umbrells atand ' .25 : i
: 1 divan 3.06 H
of eni tadlee [mahogeny) 4.00 - ! i ‘
1 patr ‘ gony 1 oak table snd eontents 10.00
1 songols table and contents 15.00 . )
1 screen L1.5¢
1 slothes tree [(mahogeny fiaish} ’ 1.50 ’ :
‘ 1 leather chair 10.00
; 1 marbla 4able £.00 .
2 pair ourtinos 4.00
| £ ahairs {wahogany hair-cloth) 8.00
| 1 palr portierss 2.00
| 1 daveopodt - " 20.00
. 1 wasta paper besket +08
1 tip-up table (manogany) T.00 )
— 1 lamp . ‘ 1.00
~1 1 ploture . 2.00
o . 1 oak table and conteate 7.00
hall ronnse 8.00 .
L bell Tug 1 neat of tablas 1.50
2 small chsirs [mahogany) 6400
sany . D 1 e¢ard table |mabogany) 1.00
1 copgole table and contenta (mahogeny) 7.00 vt
1 rog . 50,00
1 chailr [manogany} . 3.00 .
. boaks 75.00
1 gonsole table and mirror 12.00
Kerning Rooo
1 coat tres {mahogazy finiah) 1.00
R oak chajrs 24.00
1 uzbrells stsnd +50 L
. ) 1 ocak ahest and contents 15.00
\ 1 bhall rng 7.00
| 1 oak cebinet 5.00
Librar {
; 2ioTAry 1 waste basket .05
1 stand fasho i «15 -
gaay 1 deak and contsats 15.00
1 table and contents .50
. 1 chatir 1.50
2 arm chairs §.00
1 laop 1.50
2 davenports)
) 35,00 5 piece living room Bet 60,00
2 cralrs )
Total 4783.85
Total dara An

A_.._._-----.--n--—-.--




TL1

Y L L ¥
Total ocarriesd

1 oak etand

.1 pak chair

1l fander bénch and gontents
1 pine tadle and cootents

1 console tabdle and contents
1 book stand and contenis

1 chest

1 pair iromns, tongs, eic.

i rug

1 pedestal

Dining Room

1 sideboard {mahogany} }
1 table " )
8 ahairs " )
1 serving table - )

1 table and contents -

1 muftia stand "

2 oandelabrs

1 eloek

1 screen

1 china ecabinat and contenta [mahogany]

1 small rug

1 large rug
Butlers' Pantry
1 ice box

1 kitchen table
2 chairs

1 step laddaer

Trtal

i

C N
$759.85

10.00
6.00
£5.00

1.0C

200,00

10.00
1.50
20.00
2.00
1.50
15.00
5.00

35.00

B0

75
1.50

.50

A7 2R

(s)

Total carried

f1212.35
i?::56 v

i 2 opbairs
! 1 atep ladder .50
dishes snd glasase 25.00
iKitchen
kitohon utensils 3.00
1 kitchen stove 5.00
3 " tables 9.00
1 rockaer 1.50
1 oak dining tabls )
6.00
6 oak cheira )
1 clock 2.00
1 electric miuxk stove 2.00
¥aids' Sitting Room
1 walnut aidns board and contenta ‘2,00
1 tatle .75
1 arm chair 2,00
1 dmvenport 1.00
1 mmall ohair 1.00
1 roaksr +75
1 rug §.00
Collar
eoal 30.00
1 Blackstone washiang machins 10.00
3 tables 4,50
vood 15.00
1 hall carpet 5.00
1 small hall xug . 2.00
Total $1254.85
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Total cacried #135‘4-3.5‘ ‘ I Total carried hat(pﬁ?ﬁ' ‘
Borth Front Room B 1 large rug 25;0,0_
1 ivery bed and contents 7.00 ' 1 wardrobs 7.00
1 night stand and contents £.50 : ' Bathroom-HMr, Wilcex
1l dressing table and contenta 6.00 § 1 1vory chast drawers 4.00
1.ivory draesper and contents . 8,00 1 white chair 78
1 ivory table 4£.00 1 towel Tack .50
1 shair £.50 1 vaeuum swesper 2.00
1 maple chaiy . 3.00 1 electris heater oL 50
" 1 book stand . 1.50 2 rugs ' £.00
1 coat tree . 75 1 mirror 1.00
1 willow ghalr ' 1.00 Sswing Room
— 1 ohair 1.00 1 ghest of drawsrs {mahogsny} 22.00
g 1 paple table and contenta 2.50 ‘ 1 ohalr . 7B
: 1 chest [onk) 1.50 . : 3. apat treo +75
. 1 bridge lamp 75 ; ‘ 1 maple rooi:er 75
1 reg . .00 5 . 1 chest drawars and contante L.50
1 large rug . 15,00 ' 1 gostumer 2.00
Mr, iilcox's Room i & rugs 4.00
1 bed and contents 10,00 ) , 1 nmirror 3.00
. 1 dresser 5.00 ' i Store Room
1 w®ash stand 1.00 1 white cheot Arswers and aentents B.00
1 ivory stand 75 1 ivory ohest of drawars 4.00
1 night commode 1.00 1 ivory night commode 1.60
1 ohair ‘ 1.00 1 arm ghair 1.50
1 rocker C1.25 ‘ Potal $1418.10
. 1 table snd contents .25
1 arn chair 4,00
Total $1230.60




8.10 v t
potal sarrisd e - 5 i : E
. 1.50 Potal carried $1552.60 :
. . .
#scraen .- .
] i 65 1 mirror .00
N .
1 hoater 3 !
. 1.50 1 wasta paper basket «05 i
1
TR f 1 amell chatr 5.00
North Room Esok \ -
S e et . ] 1 rug 6.00
1 bed and sontenta : 15.00 :
1 palr candelabra ) 1.00
1 phest Araviers : . 10.00
. Bathroon
1 desk I B.00
T ' 1 bench 15
1 shair . %.00 .
’ . 1 towel rack .76
1 palr jrons, tonge, atc. 4.00 . )
Louis XIV Bedroom
1 gheval-glass [nahogany} 2,50
1 grey bed and contents 12.00
1 chest drawers (maple) 6.00
- . % table snd contents 4.00
1 arm chair . ’ 5.00
! 1 ora ohair 5.00
1 ohaias lounge ' 12,00
— 1 bridge lamp 78
-] 1 book cass and gentente OsX 10.00 . . .
o 1 tabls G5+00
1 fire mersen 4.00 .
- 2 sheire 4.00
1 tadbls [mahogany) ) B.50
) L oak atand . 1.28
1 book aase 6.00 .
1 psir tongs, irons, eto. £.00
) 1 - 15.00
g 1 ohair 1.50
2 mirrors 4.00
1 cheat dravwera 3400
I 2 vases . 1.00
: 1 1 dreesing table and mirror 8.00
1 wall bracket 1500 : '
3 rugzs 2.00
gonth Front Bedroom
2 pair over drapes 4.00
1 bed and contents (mshagany} 10.00 t
1 mirror 2.50 i
1 commede {mahogany) 7.00 - i
1 pailr candlestioks £.00 .
1 arm ohair 6400
- 1 hamper «75 .
. 1 stant (maho } .00 :
gaay 3 L etand 5.00 ;
1 dresser 7 8400 :
— Total $1645.90
fotal $1562.60 o
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1
1
1
1
2

{10}

Total oarried

South Back Bedroom

bod meplée mahogany firieh asnd contents
Btand

1ittle stsnd

dreaser {mahogany) and contents
mirror

souch

stand {zahogany)

chest dravars

table and contents {mahogany)
analr

firsa~sians chalr

chest drawers

chavni-glaau {makogany)

tes table

rocker

pair irons, torge, elc.

chair

seresn

carpet

Tug

wastas paper basket

olock

oandkasticke

Bathroom

1
1
1

towal raock
atard
ivory chest of drawers

Mat sl

$1646,90

15.00
4.00
4,00
!?.00
4.00
6,00
1.50
15.00
15.00
12,00
14.00
15.00
12,00
4,00
3.00
400
5.0
1.80
15,00
4.00

»05

«50

«75
25
7.00

1318.45

(1)
Total curr.aw
1 large mirror
1 mirror

¥re. Wilcoxs' Bedroom

1 bed mnd contenis

1 waite table and oontents

.1 tom table
1

rooker {mshogany)
table "
stand

arm shairs

[T R I ]

davenport and contants

palr tongs, irons, eto.

mo

ivaory hozkoases and contents
wante paper basketd
deak and sontents

gcroen

1

1

1

1 tabla
L rog
1 mirror

2 vasen

Bathroom

1 white chest drawers and mirror
% chaira -

1 small chest drawersg

1 light commode

1 coatumer

1 magazine rack

Total

$1618.45
2.00

1.00

10.40
2.00
1.£0
1.50
1.50
24900
8,00
15,00
5.00
16,00
.05
156.00
2,00
1.50
20,00
13.00
1.00

5.00
2.00
2.00
5.00
75
_1:50

31964.70
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Total carriad $1954.70

Upstatrs Hall

painted gresn shalr £.00
onbinet eni contenta -
magnzine stand {manogany) ' ‘ L VN
oak chest ’ 18.00
small chair : 12.00
eopacle tadle _ - 6.00
7ush ahair ’ 8.00
chest - . 10,00
napie chalra ) . 10.00
2 runnera 50.00
Back Ball
1 oak cheat ] 20,00
1 divaxn ' 10.00
2 ivory book camaes ’ ‘ 10.00
1 table end contenta ’ 7.00
1 atard ‘ ' 5.00
1 acala _ 10,00
2 small Aro ohalrs 12,00
1 bvench . - EJ00
1 ecarpat 20.00
Linen 25.00
1 aorner stand £.00
Third Floor
£ iron beds and acnbents 2,00
1 areagar 3,00
1 swell chair .00
1 ooumode 2.00
Total $£194.70

1
1
1
1
1 dresser
3
1
1

. {13}
Total gorried

are ohalr

h
. 1 towel raok
1

tatle

cozaoda

rug

table {mahogany}

white bed and conte—ta

cholry
table
commode
Boar North Room
1 mahogany finished dresser
1 ohair
1 tadls
Kerth Roon
1 iren Yed and contenta
1 rocker
1 oheet Arawsrs and mirror
1 arn chadr
1 ivory chair
1 table

Eall Saction

3} bookcase end contents

L baokomse and ocontents
Store Room (mimo.} in attfo
14 trunks

4 ruge

~ alothes {ilrs. Wilcox)

mAknT

.
1

$2194,70
1.50
+50
3.00
2,00
3.50

10000

-"?5
4.00

+75

2.50

T+75

4.00
S.00
2.50
2,50

1.00

".00
7.00
£6.00
14400
150,00

25.00
£0474.70
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Estats of 6r ace Rumssy Y¥iloox - 641 Delawara Avenas

Jawelry
lozgnotte-platinuﬁ. diamond
pecklace dismond-crystal
broaches [old mine dismond)
gold waitch--psarl
diamond stick pin
pat ouff links and studs
dlsmond gondant-poaf-ahaped Qi amond
diasmond pendant snd green atone
black pearl
scarf plog--old mine dlamend
eata?! eye 0ld nine diamond ripg
dismond, ruby, ring
diamopd {old mina)} cluster, ring
&ismond snd esomerald, riog
pearl and ra.a stone vin
ponrl snd ¢hip disvopd naesk riece
emerald brosch
Spanish-srmerald necklsce
sond peoarlensokisce
gold chain
plotinum ohain
watch apd chain

&0l1d locket

¥iso. gold

Yosaic pins, dracelst, eto.

—J—-----—.n—-—---.--ﬁ

Total

$200.00
125,00

75.00

10.00
€0.00
600

400,00

2250.00

400,00
75.00
200,00
£75.00
75,00
450400
50.00
5,00
£5.00
10.00
10.00
£.50
2,50
12.50
7.50
6.00
—5.00

$3764.00

i

f1s)
Total carried

1 pendant

1 gold Ted enamel neokldce
£ pagk ekrains {plated)

1 gold wateh

8 miso. rings {gold valwe)
1 amsethyst choker

10 plated pins {8ilvaer]

miBa. coina and silvex plated fewslry

Tatal

$3764.00

.00

10.00 -
£2.00 -

8.50 .

10.00

25.00

"5.00 -

3.00

$2520.50
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Estate of Grace Rumsey Wiloox ~ 641 Delawars Avenua

X Silver

1 large waiter

£ (sandwlob) plates

1 tea set-+3 pioce English

1 loviag oup

"1 1oving enp

1 largs repouneas
large 4' repoudes
repousse
waiter

disk

hataersd water pitoher

LLT

starling coffes

1
1
1
1
2 plates
1
1
1 gravy boat
1

amall aauce bowl

n

siorling bread traya
Qover
large plated waiter

plated waiter

1

1

1

1l mest dish
1 cooktsall abaksr (plated)
1 tray (pieted)

1 szakl platter (plated)

1 mest platter {plateu)

1 vegatabls 41sh

2 wvogatzbla diahes

1 plated tray

| Total

$ 75.00

10.00

365.00

35.00
20.00

25.00

20.00

20.00
20.00
5.00
8,00
7.50
5.00
5.00
1.00
10.00
1.00
20.00
10.00
5.00
B.00
4.00
2.00
£.00
£2.00
5.00
2200

3353.50

17}
Total ocarried

2 plated traye

1 sterling water piteher
1 plated prize cup

1 platad pltcher

2 sterling gobleta

1 vagatablse digh

4

pleca toa set (piated)

)

platad oreama
ateriing seuae howl
wattar (plateﬁ]
caks d1gh {pilated)
xattle (pleted}
sterling ladle
plated grary spoon
eterling Avlid set

sterling gravy ladle

I TR S o o

Barving spoons

(2]

BOY TATS
E salad forks

8 table spoons

11 teaspaons

8 soup spoons

Il knives

. 1 cheese scoop

" B lmives

10 butter mivas

2otel

--.--I

$363.50 :

4.00
20,00
1,00 -
3,00
5,00
3,00
10,00
1,00
1,00
5.00
2.00
5.00
4,00
1.bo
6.00
1,60
22,00
5.00
4,00
8,00
4,00

6,00

+25
5,00

4,00

488,75
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Total ocarried

9 odd4 spoons

toilet articles
12 forke
12 tazble Torka
12 dessart spcons
6 table spoona
1) tea ppoons
8 aoffee sBpoons
13 tea spoons
4 foolt knfivea
12 salsad forka
3 salt spoosns
& hutter knlves
sugar fongs, and butter plok
£ 1oe craan ssrvers
1 ssninich tong (plated)
3 gravy spoous
1 pair salts
6 table swvcona
1 cheens Scoop and epoon
12 tea epocan
11 knives
1 psir candlesticks [plated)
1 rlated bowl
1 olated basket
2 silver csndleaticks
2 platad vagatable dishes

1 sterling bowl

matal

$484,75
. 3.00
2,00
7.00
9.00
8.00
§.00
4.00

.60

4.00

1.00
7.00
+2b
75
1.00
3.00
1.00
5,00
50
_5-00
2,00
£.00
5,00
2.00
E.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
.00

SR7I.0E

"

"

19}

Total asrried

El
1 aresmer
i

!
& 1 sterling gravy boat

EETY LNTREY S

T T

1
s 1
4

Lol e A - R Y I Y R R |

11 bon bon afsh

10 nut dighes, eto.

4
]

napikin rings

misoe. Bposns
platad.oandy 4is8h
Jowal btox

childa onpa

silver sugar baskot
cake dish

tray plated

hampered bhowl

8llver- dishes sterling
zustard and sugar digh
plated aofice

plated meat

vagatable digh

silver bell

pair salts

smalling salta
aterling water pitchar
storling bewl

small coffea

Total

$577.75
.00
3,00
1.00
10,00
1.50
5.00
50
5400
7.00°,
400
300
£.00
5.00
- ;o.o@
3.06
1.00
1,00
2.00
1.00
1.50
1.00
10,00
25,00
—=2:90

§584.26
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Appendix C

George Cary, “Specifications...for Proposed Alterations in
the Residence of Ansley Wilcox, Esq., Delaware Ave: Buf-
falo, N.Y.,” April-July, 1896; from the George Cary Collec-
tion, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society, Buffalo,
N.Y. There are separate specifications for each aspect of
the work, listed in the following order: “mason work” (6
pages); “carpentry work” (8 pages); “painting and glazing”
(2 pages); “tinning and galvanized iron” (1 page});
“plumber’s specifications” (5 pages); “heating” (8 pages);
“hardwood finish” (7 pages); “electrical bells and speaking
tubes” (2 pages); and “electrical specifications” (3 pages).
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE MASON WORK FOR '
PR EGEFD JLTLEATIONS IN THE RRSILENCE OF
ANSLEY 'arn;sox. ESG. DH:AWARR AVE: BUFFALD, N.Y
Gaorge Cary. Etc‘nit.ect + Buffalo, NY ~
; April 24th., 1898, .
TEAR DGWHi- .
The presant rear portion of the bullding tz be torn dowan,

Lay aside all finished wood work, und piace the same unger

cover, The rough wood materinl to be piled up. The waood .

material to become the proparty of the carpenter.
. - - -
The brick and stone may be used in the neow building,

subject first to the appraval of the Architect. -

CLEARIR 33 ' ol
Hemove ull negessary rubblsh, mortar, stonemg eto.

‘immedirtely. .

STAGRING i ) T
Mason will provide his own staging, derricks, tools, ats

BATTER BOARUS ;= . S
$et yproper batter beoards and work put the dailding abe o

curately under the directiong of the Architect.

ERCAVATICN i~ ' : -
reke off the aod and the loam from the alts of the house

a1 frc eignt feot adlitional in width ell arvund and plase |

same Lu a conventent place on lot, using it sgain fob top

AresIing. BN

Excavate for s zsllar uader tho entire bullding, whioh.

ic now pertly exuavated; mpking the oxcavation Ialtl wider all

L] L
around the gutside foundabion walls, Excavate trenches for ik

all celler walls L'ws* below cellar bottom, end slso ;or_‘ i

.1 X
.

veranca piers whioh ars to ba 4*~0" Delow the surfoce.

rxcavate {o

FOOTINGS: ~

b Under a31x walls the fuotings sre to bs £lat munrey

rtones 8” thick, proJecoting 6" on each 3ide of tha walls, The
stones to be good quality local stones cerafully bed rach she
stane on iis broadest face.

. STONE #ORK:-
Tha walld gbove the foatlings to bs iald to n line on

b sach face, well banded, the jointzs fillad with cement mortar

anl to he thoroughly trowel pointed outside and inside the
whole height,

I APPERATURES - .
. Leave opsnings for draing, water, and gas plpas where

necessary, placing lintels over seme.

7. TAR PITCHI- .
Cover the ouiside Pasemsnt wall below the grade level

with & coeak ef tar pltch.
- PILEIMGE= i,
L Refil) around asilar wall with asell stdges and gravel

and thoroughly poutd every fooi im height. d

> oz srows:-
S The stohs above the grade oulzids to be zimiliar te the

stons in the front part of t@e house
Provide rnd set wihdowa and door sill:, all to heve wash

-'i; and drip, sxoept thods of Passmant, whish are in be slate,

t ' Pravide And sat stone chimuey caps,.

Arece boexss %6 bBe the sirzes showh on cvawlnes, and to bs
3" thick, angles revated tocether an: Atrotgly s-cursd in

ntane,
.

SLATE, FILLI:~

T

Tie Vadsmebi window sills to oe of 2-1/2% zirte ~lin
TRy,
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. -\. . (3" . ,

firz-1lazes, and ranges to bs of hard comson drick, for outsd
gloz wvork they are to b3 salectsd drick, to ba well sheped
2l Taniveriage size, ‘the thicknesa of brick to de similiar

to o0ld.-
Gl brick may De used for inalde wark, subject to the

;q.pru\mi or the architect,,

al: briek work to bLe wall bonded , the joints to be
t1lled witn iocai cement marize which 18 to consist of twe
ports of vest send to ons part of cament, all work to be
taarorgnly teswal palnted the whols neight: except the tnterw
for villu, which cre to te plsutered on te heve rough jolnts,

The inside jam& of bPasement windows znd ssa pit to be
lined ¢ith brick, First story of outsides wall to.bs liped

with hollow brick. .

CHASE =
Lizavé chades Lov other trades where nacessary,
P .
OPYNINGS - g
cut opeuings into old wall for door-ways whqre zhowns
. " *
PLEAG -

Bulle plery for porch.
|3 PEOVHO SIS N UL
wyLiy und pince in each fire-opsning two 1/2* wrought

. .
1ron chiThey bers cut into the brick, % trdinifig '“":,“ am‘l-""“?

. - - . P L 10 -
BEARTES:~ }4vihg room murdoc asmpers tha #izns Ahown.
rurn 4* trimmer arches springing sRtisely from chimney

tr4ast cwch to be 2' wide Dy the width of the breast. The

kitchen hearth to be &' Dy width of breast made of I-X/2*
kitchs=n
sint=, & entire chimney breast of snamaled brick.

ALL Zire o;;ﬁm:ags.& L8" tace arcund the ssme & hesrts te

be Al Longsiam face brick. mortar to be oolored Le correspontd

#ite pricki”

glagds =awer tis suih down,

SLLERI- pi@ vauns Yo haveptile pinmingaths sere indicated en drawings,

P

Y e

LSRRI FACE

CHEMUECS i o
tulld chimneys as sihowh, whers they come above the roaf,
10 ha of selected byick, The brick work to be kept in all
cages Bl ieeat I* clear of any wood vork. Provida and set in
iaundry & thimble alsg n.‘venf.ilatins register,make necessary
provisions far placifig » hoad over range. In vasemant placs
a thimble in turnacs flue. iron olazming.out dao.r. and frama

in eech ash pit close Lo basement flaor.

RELFIVING ARCHES: =
411 door &nd windew Oopenings to have brick repleiving

archas,

Gaemant wloorsi~
rave tne csller floor with 2 best Portland Qement snd

aand on prepdrad coment batiom of broken stone or brick 4*
degp. The store room to have an asphalt floor.
#rcas Lo have brick botltows set dn edgos.

IPBR HORK -
Provide and set sll angle lrons, I beoms, and iron plate s

unQer wemas of iyst rloor, Thesa mmsuz plates to be IO™AIZ*x
7/4% alig otner necessary constructive irvon sach as upright
cnglo or 1 bawns in whish to fasten the matal lath as per
expradie melel catalogue. Supply and complete this es shown
cit plard, Thy Jargenter will furnish the lron stlrrups.

A1l iron work 45 to be préperly and thoroughly. cleaned
from rust, and ainders, am! iato recslva ohe coat of me¥alic
paint Lstore brought ¥u the building, and 4ns cozt at the
uiletng. urEly mardac wrnpars upd outside iron balcony as -
pun. . -

MISFPLLAMSZUS =
sash cown and serub with diluted acid ali walls if Dneces™
' sErye Uraue around the walls s0 as to shed t-'na water.
Slexit 'l the “';';?gljl.;lses and cert away all rubbish and '-;sur.-plus .

STIE

aartine
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MISCELLANEOUS i~
Tha mason 18 to xssist the othor mecnenics emplayed in

the building, wheressver his help 1s necascary wnd-is to do all
P - .
%. mubting and Jobbing regalred without extra charges and leave
all perflect.

T . g
The plavterer is to exsmine and try all cellings z2nd

partitiona end sngles und shgll notify the carvanter of any

work that ig nst solid, square, plumb, and trué, and level,

[ppe———

9 Lath all walls nnd ceilings. sod pexkiktans snt anglese

sxcopt the ocailing of Dining rogm. Lath to bé the best season-—.

ed 14 am free from bark, knats ox stains, exceli whera shewn
of metalic imth, arnd upright X beams, The Inth to bo laid

LYs £44 a\part and breaklng joints every £ix courses, gnd Qver
sll dt;;:ra and windows.Wo lath to ‘rur ttrovgs ficum oue roon to
iks another. No lathing in basement. Supply and properly
fagten the exyanded metnl lath o angle irous tor partitions

as shorh,

All plaster te ba cn:-r'iad to the floors back ol hase—
o -
Doards, Taors is mAb:;?“a in bogk part of house. Exterior
is to he back plestered betwoasan the furring strips, vhere

found . No plaster in basement. The Ist., & 2nd flooes to

have 5 coat work and the 3rd fleor to have 3 coat work except

" 3n attic closels so marked,

LIMEI~
. Lime to b of the best quality wood buried stone lima,
white sinckened at least I4 days betors uring
SANDI= ’

- ganu shalibe snerP and free from all elay and loom.

oy

HAIR:=
Hair to bDe of the best quality of clean lang calbtle pnir

and thoroughly beatenad oul and mixed with martav.

THREE COAT WOFK:-
. wirst coat to have I-I/2 bus hels of helr to onc barrel

of unstaked lime, aml second ooalt to have I/2 Leshnl or hair
to ana .banal of unslaked lime

The first goat to be put on hesavy, brought to a latr
aurface and soratched, the second coal te be put on lirht
floated with a leng rules to x'a ut}s.i‘om; surface straicht snd
trus, each coat Lo be thoroughly ory Fperore‘ the next t;ne ds
applied. ‘

The third coat ls to De white hara fintsh, King's ®ingios

ewment, superfine, Dlamond, or Parago'ﬁ to by used.

TWE COAT.WORK:=
Similiar to the abova leaving out the sacond coat,

WO REMANSHER i~ :
The very dest work will ba demanded, and no work anccentsd

which 18 not true, plumb and devoid of crecks,

PATCHING .~
Any and all patching required atter the wochanles h=va

finishod thelir work shall bs done in a thorougak mannar,

e,
) 1"\ and the wnole leit complete end finished in every pertisulcr,
’dﬁn{_gq,.'.{
-{\?Exkﬂﬂl}lﬁ-? .
: . take ui the pressnt rlaging ahnd rassn a3 dirccted.
: —ﬁ‘r-, p -//- ot . LA e .
Rl ST T

LA i
e e o . - -
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CROSIRG THi- A,

ARSI S DT

PFOPOSFI AKTSRATIONS IN THE RESINANCK OF
AASLEY /WILCOX ESQ:~ DELAWAHE AVE: RUFFALO,N.Y,
Gaorge Cary Architaect, suflfnls, N, Y,
April Z4th,, 1698,

OLYL MATERIAL I~
The old wood matordal to begome the froperty ol the

s carpotiteor, thut which is good may be used in ithe naw Lulldling

A ] .
subject to the approvel a1 the Arehitect,

v

N e
‘Furaish labor and naterial to properly clore up all
o'Jtside ¢oor and wimndow apenlings during the progess of the

work, Pwid-r‘paulmmﬁuﬁlﬂu a"ars. 'J‘)m nanrq Yo

o ko A-i6RRST GUFIng the night, and holldws.

mvmm:-— .
'covor all wood mximxiwk work, such &5 8ills of =indows .,

trmads of atairs ste, from injury.

MALERTALS 3= .
. All jJolst, raftars, and studs that are not awposed, o B

e of the Dast seasoned hemlookit.

Doors, windows, carnices, framss sio, to he of tu~ best i

seasonsd pina unless other wiss specified.

Floors fto be or teorglm 3ine unless other wisw siacifiad
= .
%, The Tinieh {u kitohen, launary, kitchen pantry, % - PN

. wnd store roow to ba Georgis pins. All Georgla pina iy raswes
‘speoirfted to Us of the best quality.ounrter cut, atel hezry
>»t_h_ced entirely elear trom all kinds of sap emi other detecls,
and to be thoroughly Riln dried,
Ho fzms.h or top tloor in Dinilng room.w(: d{v* ey ehoir S
\J

MILL CORSTRICTION s)mg“;zzs:-
The be.mz',znr mill construstian an Tirst tlser 1~ ha of

Zoad plne B" x L.-.'- those next Lo wakl tg e 4% x 12% ppd
2" x 12 wal. pnce. Aty AL 2000 SR
':.){si'iat“ nftt‘"\ﬁ. ar laa;-a, ta PO % % LA g aFY £oaases
l*"\dgr : .,_.,,. rv

IV L P,

B
|

rafters g D& 2* x B an I8 sanitars, and valley rafter 2+xI0
cetling Joist of third floor 3% x 8% on I68" centers, studs to
te 27 x ¢* on IB* centers.

WALL PLATES:-
wall plates to be 2w23" x B* to De halved al angles and

spiked angd to ba boltad every 6 fest by S5/8% balts 20 long

with mts ste.

Roof raftera Lo notch and spiked to waull plate and
rigge ant turporlétg timbers,

timbers for Dotmer, bays, ﬂ.c‘. shall ba the n;qassac:,-
Eizna,

Headers;—
Haadsrs ta be framed tate tripmers, with double tenon

all hesders carrying mare then throe tall beeus Yo liwve
stirrups. Yatl Leams to Npx be framad into hender with tusk
apd terpor,. Frame For chimney atalrs, fire-places hearths, pi
pipes, scuttie, and prther places requiring the same.

Ho wﬁt 'cl' any kind to be closer than Iv to a chimnheys

BARTLTIONS S

partitions studs to be strongly spiked st top and botto
. angles doublsd. where partitions stand ane above the olhszr fr
", froot the bassmant up, studding fhall run from platz to plate
" m3 na resting of partition studs on floor timbers will be all
""%-anownﬂ.. ¥hers the uartitions do not reat on partition bslow,
tre Joist shell be Inh palrs- and placed on 4¢ centers, and th
the ';aartitiom are so strongiy irussed xso ns ity taka the
- walght off the middle of the joists, PTruss cver all oyprninugs
Frames it pextitions for steam and plumbing plpss ate,

WRUre Necassary.
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BRLDGIRG .

All figor Joist to he Lridged ones In every six or sevan
featl with a contimous row of doulle bone cross uvrldgivg of
I* x 3 * plteces eut in and miled with tra ually st =ach =nd
of plece,
CHULERS -

provide lintels wnd centors. vhura rearired Ly manon for
sll openinga, Truas them ¥irvm and strong.

FURKING AN D WALL SIRIPS:~
e gautire outside nnd inside brlck wally of the mudlnﬁ

" above the first story shall be furred with hemlock strips
- YI* x 2% placed every L8* spart to be carsfully plumbed.
Furnish and hevs built into the wall, wall striya J/0e 3 &v
placed every B‘éoursss ol brick leid dry.

GROURDS A= .
Put on grounds whers nacessary oshlng hase, architraves,

. walnsgoting, plciure moulding., 1nd all other nlagas needing
the samo. to bs the necessary width and thickness to racelve
plaster and wood fimish. A1l to be plﬁng::::; securaly nailes
into phace. There ﬁrxw grounds dr bassboprds In back pertion

of risst tloor tut angle bead snd cheir rafl.

cover the ontire roof #ith hemlock boards, wianed, lald
closey %7/8* thick, nalied ta avery rafter, to be tree rrom
- loass knots.

TARRED PAPER;-
Y gaver withk tar papsre aroun) windaows aisi dnor Uremes,

‘-/ bma"y_: oto, that are buiit into messnry work.
43

CURILCE AND TORMER:~
cornice 1s to be similiar in the cornlee on tvount pari
-

of housge, to he strongly supportads toom iy qurters =n) glve

the necsasary ":,‘3‘ for the water to flow, Thz cormars are
I e

e

R

)

ta be as shown, Plage an ths ridgo affmak rool a neddin,

WINTOPE i

The windows frrmes are %o be box frames exeapt those in
basement, »hich ars te De solid. wxx Finged at sides axcent
thossy opening the blg area, which are to ba malvox vrames.

Saah ara to b= I-5F4% thick, hung-on the hast quailty
Stiver lale sash lins no, B welghts, and naislesa axzls
wlieys, ths sssh to ba well balanesd.

Boy windew in ¥rs, wilcax’s voom -_1-0 ninge at sidea =iso
eenter wipdow in stare voom, mnd RIL the interior s2ehes
wh;rs shown ati plans, AlL the windowg Sashaas, Jwabs, ate, <o
bc:’;legr beast mwgsoned pine.

The lower part of center window in tope yncm io hsve a

——

daor Tor loe.

v

ot

* SCREENS:I~
. All windowssthroughout excspt hassmant ta have Lhe lower
N ' :
b part suppliasd with Burrows patent fly sScreens, gacht screasr
!
y!' and wibdow belng mumberad In ths Halm=ant winders rye o Iy

rurpiica and placed close ivon scraens poi proof.

wirst Tloor pipe boams ars to be zet in thr wosenx  work
- snd Develsd off at onas at legat S¢ _‘amﬁ are Lo rest on tron

plates. which are supplied mnd tutlt in by the mason. the

" "heams are Lo be groovad to £it in on plates. Cn the L=omx

vq—i}_}.‘aca &% plarka B* wide, sech plofik L8 to Le Leaded ron oroo™

ot K5~ 3/47 Lo depth, and the groove 48 to b 113led ~lin =
o

pof nard wosd /4* % I-1/2*, The sioe rr urrr nlee or

r.‘-'i'ﬂ\}zx;a'sq,d planks wnd beams rre to o plenad b weld

\\ Tinishoed.All —t'o be of pine. Over the plsck Loy trr Lonst

seasann&ﬁu;rtc—r.e“dl gut Geargia pine 7/4» thick rivd P00 wis.

a



-‘m—-———-'-m—--—-.-

g8l

vy

Thare will Bs no flooring in the kitchen stors room as thet
-t

A111 bo cshprlt Tloor. { st Fripsioas it L)
Second awl th ird fleoors to have a doudls floor. the

b ‘ first to be 7/8* hemlock or old floor to be leid diagonslly

coverxs this f¥ooring with felt paper and then lay » flooring

of the best sepsonsd grade I pine floorlng 7/8° thick and

21 /24 wide.

All floorm.g L0 be tougusad , gruoved, and natled at ever
Joiat, and Lo Ta thoroughly seasoned and laid J.avnl and suooth
ani to ha planed off on trirst fleor after {t ts lald, an!
elepwhere Lif not smooth, '
ne in tig cousia,

Flocviug to.vo the lasz tning

POORS:— P
poors to be redbatad. In basement asd thivd rloop old

e e s r——

doars Lo bes usad.

The Aotrs on the rirst and sscond Tloors in D3 of the ¥f
width marked on dravings, snd the height Lo be the Spme a3
the windows 30 x4 that the caseings of' tie doors and windows
will ba the xzage helghl rfrom the prexnd flcor.

The thickness of the doors to bs I~3/4" and to be of ¥l

pine ynless otherwise apecifiod.

I vhe panalling to be as showh on section,

The do3rs ln kitchen, leundry, stores room, kitshen, &
¢ butlers pantry to Le of Georgla pine,panels, the styles being
af glear whlte pine.

Pe STRIKERS i~ 3 . .
N - ‘ALl door cianings shall have rubber tipred sirikers In

wood corresgonding to the finish of rooms.

Roof 1@ govered with tin, floor is lsid in Flus =itk

2 —

BAY:=

STALRS i~

. S
£111 whkte lead Joints; nniled at every jolst, Calling to b2
cslled with pine, posts, rails, balustraded, csrnles, otc 1o

be of plns,All ®S shown on Acele and tull stze drawings.

Roaof to be covered =ith tin ~md All to ba dona according

v

to detail drawings,

To ba bullt as per -irawrl.ngs. The stalrs shall have
moulded traads, I-I/&"' thich housed, glued, wedged, pnt Diock-
#0 into str;ngem Risers to be 7/87 thiock tongued into treads
Tryads and risers to bs Georgla plne, Newels aid briustrages
to be shepe Iindicated.

Tha.land.lmx te have a 2* plank resting on heams ant dver
plark lay 7/8% Georgla pine flooring. Na.plaster on under
side of atairw,.

Butlad .thn reguler rough strings for masan to gumnplet

hts work, setting up this stalrcese safter the plastarx 1is ary

To all door and window openings excepl baSement turnish
and tix inta place & sixz inch ca;;ning.to have pilinth bilock in
every case the caseing to go to the floor.

- The caselogs in pahiriss, and closata to be perﬁ‘ectly

PLaiog ] wlndo'r opnnings tn hnve cwuided stools ang pansl ider

L‘i:-th.

On tirst Tleor excspt tn kitchen, laundzy, pantriss, %
cipsieta, snd sscond flaor place a I0* moulded bess and on j 38
third floor an 8% base.

.1:; abovs ':m narmed roomy as excrpted ,Plsn- A uhigle
mo.xld!.r.g uad 4" chalr raﬂ..

whent Qontls fleoring is used the dwee Lhein he Fived
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Paﬂtrlcs}.

into plage betore finish floors are lald.
L% _,!“;.J ﬂ,’
%o LTinish in !Jinlng_{ruom in this contract.

Wo walnscotking anywhers,

Finish all pantries pnd store vooms with Georgia pine,

the cupboards drawers, angd shelves as shown on 3/4" scalo dek
’ the

detail. Drawers shall bc‘\mnﬁsr-d shown snd shall bs dove

talled togethsy, No baoklimg as plaster L= to be paintad,

shalves to e movable and to rest oh shelf pins, sunk

"into shelves.

Mpke grooved Bipk boardsz, put & groove #n shelves snd

cottnter shelfmx,

CLOS §7 =

" MISCELLANBOUS:-

L9

closets to have shalves and drawers as merked on the
pluns end érevings and,3/4" scele details, Place 1u each

elnsat cloths strips,

Buila bottle recks in wine cellar wh ere shown, rluted &
ut propper angls, and nﬁtchod and cut for bottles.
Build In Vegstable cellar a rack of standing shalves, and 4w
recks of hanging shelves, all strongly supported.
Naks two soal bins, strong and mov able sSidef as directed
Fn rictuea roni iy ficuiw ghambers, & Servant hnll.
Supply and plece ih:-re shown on tlany dnside blindsg,
sSimiliar to thkae in the front uart 2L tna nouse,
. No mantels in this contraot,

Buiia a s#cuttle where indicated on plahe o leavlis
ladder for swae,
Make towel rolicr in kitehsn ana lsunoey,

Put.up, boagds with beadea edge tor Llumbax to tnuten his

S aam T ’

tg)
kipes wirere needad, and inclose the ssme with boards screswed
4awn wnere shown; or desired.

INTERIOR RANLSH~ :
woutt tor interion rinish shall be dry, seasoned and

kiln gried.
Protect nll wood work that 1s to bs done in natural
Itundlain Crom stadns,

HARITYARS:~
All constructive havdware to ba supplled by contractar,

such a8 stlrvups, anchors, wnich_f.ro to be fastansd Lo every
frame that £s bullt into the masonrr. there will be four
for eean supply pulleys, for windows, eta,

ALl vinish or trimmings to be supplied by owner but
placed Ly contractos,

GENERAL 2~
Tam cxrpanter wmust ozll upon the palnter to prime all

exterior tinish bafore putting up, or immediztely afterwards.
The cerpenter shall do any ar 8ll ardinary gutting
redulred by mosdn, plumbsr, gex fitter, or heeliéng contractor

emit tuch outtlings tinizhued in 2 neat and workmenlike mammer
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OUTSIDE:~

- ENTRRIORI~

" K0TS 3=

Tt 7 T BEEGAFAGATAUN FURK THE PAINTIKG AND GLAZING FOH ° T
PROPASED ALTERATIONS IN THE RESIDENCK OF
ANSLEY WILGOX kSQ, DFLAXARE AVE:- 4USRADO . N,.Y,
Georgoe Cary Architect, Buffalo H,Y,
Apri} R4ih., {898,

Contracter 1s to furnish all materisal, which is %o be of
iha beat and pure linsead oil is to be ussd, The color Lo Da
selected by the architect. Expart labor reguired to complete

the work.

Paint all outside finish sich a3 porches, corndcses,
windows, doors, stc with 3 coats of paint.

The tin will recelve one coet of paint by the timner
tat palpter is raquired to give Lt ancther coat qi‘ palnt, ais.
also !n.chmw the roof and the tin flashing,

the outside of house to receive three coats ot paint

and the front part to recsive on+ cout on wood only.

All intsrioer finish to racelve three coats of paint wile

unlesss gtherwise spscified,
w 4aving “{dom
The dining room,wili not be paintsad.

the kitchen, atore room, lsuhdry, kitswhen and cutlers
paitrias will recslve one coat of white aloohol sh ellap, and
dwo coats of varmiah, the varniah ts be worth at least §3.00

Jer gallon,

AIl floors to have one cdat of r£illing, one goat of

shellac, and one coat of oil, and %o oe Finishag with gutta

perchs finlah put an in the best manner.

Kill all knots or stalus with a caat of strong shellag

oelfors priming.

PUTIV: -

PAIRTING -~

i CGLAZINGI~

[ A
i t—

{21

Erite putty all nail holes, eto. after the prime coat
sr ;g:in it necessary before last coat; coler the putim

to tmlen the paint to be used.

Ho painting shall ba done whils the material ia demp or
during dasmp ov ralny weather. Contracior wi{ll be respansible

for sll damage dons by raifi, or wind or any other cause,

i SAND PAPTRL~

sand paper all inside finish, rubbing with the grain, and,

elear out all mouldings bhefore the fipst coat.

Follow plaus for glazing all wir;dowa. doors, partitions,
ate.

ALl work to be beddedm, back putiied, & tacked.

ALl glass Lo be the piate ey, &xcspt 1n Srd story,
and bevemernt phwexsmuxaxkn ikix fax which 15 to be doubls
Kurrican,

GLlvs saparate lten of saving in using douBle Anmsrisan
in place of plate glass.

Ellie A
Leader glass bn eherhen—a

aB shown

171 Ty
tha “laie work to be thoroughly cleahed , and left whels

and perresct e complete this centrect.
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SPEOLFICATIONS FOR SHX TLINIWF & GALVANIZED 1FUN WOR
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS TO TKR HUSIUINEE OF
AWELFY WILCCX KEOw FELAWAKE AVYD BUWFALG, N,Y.
G2orge Cary. Architect, Bufinlo,n,.Y.

April 241n., I&Y6.

ALl roofs shall be covareqd wilh one ply tarred felt x
paper preaking Jointg-The roof ta be covered with IX Mevchant
tin painted on both sides, The ssam to be the standing seam,
The work to be Simillar to that on roof on front pott of
house,

Build saddle bacd of chimneys.

Line roof guttera and give them the nsasssary slope to
let the'water run orf,

Muke & separats bld for copper gutters, aml coppen saddle,

l Prapare and fix up outside galvanized currugated leaders

eannact the same to irvon pipes brought ¥o the surface by

plumber, )
. . LT
Flash and counterflash ovar all decks, aornices, chimbey

and gther projections, and &% the intsrsection of roof with

'tgz-!.ok wall, ete. The counter flash to be extra derp.

; Solorcriide B

PLUMBENAS SPEUAFLICATIUNS FUN TRE HoXAUrACE Uk

ANSLEY WILGOX, ¥SQ, DELANARE AVE~_ PUFFALG, N' Y*
George Cary Architect, Buffnle, N, Y,
. spril push., Teve,

Al plumbisng for thes house Lor Anslsy Wilnox, Kng.,

' Delaware Ave,, Buffalo. N, ¥. ahall Be strictlr n irat eclass
Job according to the action of thr Baard of Health 'nd as
thelr specificatlions read, oRd to be completad by September
Isth.,The rough work being done so as pot to Scley vlerterlig

The garornl comiltions foure 1: these specisyieations
shrll hold good wharo they may ba applicd.

BASIMFNT ;=

In tollet room place a werhout %, C. pnrf:’n}s-i:..
] ,'
RTINS
Primo* L Mott or as good. And onc mh-—l:asinf 42”".-.-9'-(-5
——

complele with Yitrtings or as poad.

LAUNDRY 3.
In laundry ploce tivee ¥otis ‘forkohire tubs, -ooden

rims cemouted, and supply and plaes ground key !riccle ilor

not and cold water to each of the thres tubs,

In ¥itphan plas® one 0 x Z0 kliolen vorkdnire =1210 oh

breckets, to suit, with bLrass cocks sas lase-a ik I»otx.a.}

< rurnish skao eonnecl ope overhiaaging [0S fallon sopper

hot water baller with ifean bHrackots ¥ atnn adney o3, gO—

o p.l'ei;—. Furnish and ¢onnact tne same to 500 Gedrne L, Glavk we.
=t heeruy with X rril regaletor ena #1} poesssery conase-
tiony.

Putlers Yentry. .

1
E

L SunLl Ay znd plece a I4* o1 50% Tutla=s pantev aval coggor
o )5[.(‘2,4{{..‘?.,;5;:& with niekel piated Fullsps pant-; cocka Oor 1ot and goisd
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{2
TOILET RCGM IN SEDP BALL1-

supply and place one W. C. (porcelain) the "Primo,”

EI
1196-G L Mott or as good. and one wazh tasin m—ill;t't-s
“ or aB guods
STHVANTS BATH FROCMI-
I porcolein washout claset.
bl I brt. 140 .sf.eelr clad beth tub wiun Tulier roubie cock
' ;Verﬂmr.' hot mnd cold wator [vitziags L0 sult} complate.
Place on breckets £re coreetl ferviee to basin, slavs, a
snet Flxtures suppilasd by ownod.
BATH FOCHR (=~ )
Supply et pleed 1 nkeh bath voom.
I porgelaln closat vrimo IIB8-G Mottt 1n esch.
15 ft., lcorom tub with woll-rim Wolfs b _'5:_’.0:' 53 for Fuller

i3

va)\( doubla cock, overflow, kot uhg cold water (fittinga to. suit}
R

:-. I porcelaln lavatory, lvory tinted, atealgnt fronl, oval basill

in ¢ac N,

unigqie waste snd with Em Ess faucets 420-D size I { 27 x20,

- oHn 4,
plsta-iﬁ'vé-‘-’o'uu in each. .

%

F"‘f"{;_um CLOSRYS i~ .
- --f:: ' All vater glosets %o b2 finished camplete 'w:l.r-h Lrzps.
N hard wood saat, flxed to sest with nieckel plated fastencrs.
A
o The terk to be 24* x IO™ imaide measurenaut. voundsd SoeAoTS,
zpd botiom &no lipsd w»ith I4 oz tin & plenished cop:or. Fach
to be supplis.d with -a brass system, brass compression Tall
: 2nd ':Dckl;.:\rl 4» coppear ball rloat, crnik, laver, asl plated
: ':';‘m-:féty £in with handles and ehnin complete. Gonvections with
}". " mgil pipe to Be through i lead plpa and Urass ferrais.

The terks <o Do fostoled to 17 op wlekel yietcod 1reckels Lo

.:".\ B su“![t..

e e

. r——

--—----.—-I

LOCAL VENTS:- . .
Each water ¢lozétas of Snuth side to have & &% lozel vont

pipe run into a vent systom connected in the attie 2nd Cixed
with o light contriddler and mad e complete rdr use, and conng

oonnactad Lo chimney .ot .7

VRNTILATICH i=
R  Fuch water clozet to be ventilated by a 2* iron lead

1imed pipe beyond the water seal ami carrfed up above ihe
highest fixturas,
Each bLath, sink, and washmak Lasiz to have itz trapx

wventilated through » 2" 4f e tu nelk vant.

WASTE:w

% STRAENERS 1=

Eash basin to heve itr wrste through n I-I/3% diameter
lead plpe i possible with m I-1/¢* 8 trap. fixd closz to the
¢ outlet with a brass oleaning Scrow,
Be sure and have waoter ecar-ied off.
" SYLL QOCKS:I-

Ut on outside im ground South snd Norih sidds of house
where showyn a 3/4" 3ill coek =ith serew hose nhd ¥oy to turh

off.

Uro rear area and tioe laundry floor to hnve Urass
straina®ds, for suffnce Jdralfnpa il mrke Al lde ~Ssary conaee
L tions also comnact conductor pipes and outside tile sever,

STRERY SERMICK:~
The plumber Is to sonict

the system ta the prossut plye

nxcav:{te, and lay and @ mpleta the service nr tellovs.

3/4n guivanized iron pips to deiiy, sinks, ALl

RAATAFIN

cocks, amd vollers.
¥ The tubs, bath snd siwks, to waste through a 2* pips with 2=

5 trap ﬂxajd 8'1.5'5'9_'; Yo the ocutlet with & brass clesning screw.



PIPES ;- .

l/:l" grlvanized lvon $lpss Lo wash basins, .l ‘iqu-’tl' : PA.‘I!-TING:- .
closets. ALl plpéng, supply, 801l and dralz are to ©s jut up . . Paint all tha plumbing pipung witi seebsllia or black
tim the bhast nmauney fastenad with naat chaing, snd nAngsrs as ; paint,
reyuired or lron hooks and stays. ALl joiuts to be cauiked wt ii . FLLUMNIATICN -
x New gas sayvice from nain 1h sicewt te melar ih ferlars

_with melited lesd.

piping for gas lighting ta pa provided and pleged viners

AJ.J. soil, drain, and waste pipes inuside the bullding to . I W A
e of irom oxtra heavy of the bast quality, squal to Mott's 2 shows o plosse ALL comnoctions wede te the melers Al youmits
makey tharoughly soated inside, and outside befors putting up procured, and all b’fns pald to Jeave In avkiad doger aud
and give one good soat a'“s“”d’ of asghaltum. At foot of a the whole made porfoect npd Reod ag por Gad ¢6. tulss,

. Grade the pipos amd acTARgo Yhera n2cessary tor draining of
all =01l% pibes place brass cleaning scrows. pip

TR

- accumilated waler.
Supply all propsar fittipgs =xtrn heavy.

v RAL OR FUFL GASI-
Soll pipos are to be eevelod siralght mr 9™ Lodcuent oK HATT '
fiping for tucl zaa to he provided spd hacso wiers
to outlet on roof of one size {4*) thoroughly traplLsd ven— . .
. ek {-—e. Orought to the furnsce and to the

3
Lo il

tileted before entering the sewer, which mamst b2 brougnt trom

‘ kit hanr and all rfirepleces. All conkecjlons made to moeter, ard
the street, to the housec. Sewer any rur to be p rol-erly &

Mt LTUL R

gll permits procured end the wiiole parfect cne good &8 Eer

061

. groded, trapped ete, according to the Glty rulos. Suprly l‘ras,-’;,-

Gn - es, tested etc. ALl necassary valkves zud kgrs
air lnlet ns directed South and Worth sides of the house u:lnﬁ 8 Co. vul

yrovided.

the North aido ono as a hitching post 8! high. 25 fes=t from ) _
. Place a stop cook to turm off all suiply to ench system

Al

Riiny: ol

e the house. " i

ture ' A
. . § trap to nave ascassibla hand hoales. of fixtures, i N

All jeints in lemd pipes te be wipca joints.
All junctions batwean iron and lead lined pipos and trep

to De mada with braas terrulss of spre'size es pipcs jodnts N '

wiped at the lead end and caulkod =zt the ivon,

TIST CF WORK:-

Aftey the work iz completed the plumber 1s %o ap:-ly the
. water test to.ail soil pipes, and Lf any defsat is found he | -

ia to mafe it godd, mad again tast as Davore, ant 32 an until

..':‘ the whole System is founq partoct. alu RRARXIRG  1antly ajnly i ora
Sa+ T whm saoke test after ak¥ fiaiures pre comileie § Aty

’ z s -2 il T
T . bl -t
T e B e B - RTINS ¥ i . i X
--,’ﬂiw. g AR . K . o, T . el . .
(Tl A AL R —— . Mh—f '._‘%:’;\_.. S v &._ .

-
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SPROLFICATNONZ Z0B [HE HEATING FOR RESINIRCH OF

aw

i ANSLEY WILCOX, kS0, DMLAWARE AVE  BUFFALUG N.Y.

-, -

George Cary Archlitect, Bufimias, N.¥.

April 28th , 1896,

Hewting and tht}tiuting'
specificatiens of i.hf‘r work required te be u;m and tae
naterial r;xrnishod te de, and gemplste the entira kot water
heating apparstus for thercughly hesting ths residence of
Anglay Wilcex, E8q..lD the most extreme celd weather sacerding
e plans and specifications, asiito ¥ne Uil satisfuction of
thes swner and architect. Centracter is to furnish exerytiing
ro'qu'laita and negassary to the psrfect varking and .o.-m;alﬂ.n-
assy of the _apparatua. whather such several items be herein
mentioned or mot, Centractor fa te guarentes that ti-:e water
3 shall czrmlaf-o ﬁw thraur‘ out the sntirs bmkjdsknypooo
appar.:t;c;’im%’n aévp’;%‘{u;%%;f ampls capacity tu,__w'n'
wamn the iy in sach reom with which 1t contigcted to &

temperature of TP degraes Fonsnhelgyt uﬂAthorfmmctcr

sutside razisters Perh, zers snd Wnet the water registerx uat

oot

abesve Aegrass,
The plans ascompanylng thess specifications are to be

coratdered an intogeal part alxi snything omitted from ihe

soné and embodied in the other ts la be considered sssentlial
T et

WF&“ reciirements of the apparalus ant contrant, and wust
pe &gﬁiﬂhﬂd and put in ska by the contrawtar,

) -'I-g the heat pe required in any part of the building baie
fore iﬁa work is completed, tre tvier wili furnirk tec fuelx

s
or gas Yor gensrating the a-me and flrveman io trke cerc of 1t

said réreman to be .%x:nd.zr e suparvislon of Lhe contrecter

Lo i BEe .

b

and the contractor to.be redponsible ror mny damage casuring
to the epparstus for such t.empnary use,

The contractor at him own expenss is to furnish such
items as ma¥ 1 fiecessary to kake tha apperatus Esemkwkx

: compatent to fulfill the complete warking and heating of the

X hhouse whother desoribed or mot in these specifications as

thay a:;- intendad to thoroughly cover the mshole that no exiras

may arise, W ‘ Ib“(‘f‘&‘«ﬂ“ s .%"" /4’2':;;
W'ﬁf%‘.mw ‘-9—0‘“-“’% “/"Qg‘
Comtractor 18 to Xeep the apperoiue in repelr for one Atin
=S

yaar aftar its final acceptonce, -

HREATEH ~

The contractor id to name his own neater 1n his aztimate
and te be furnished complete with all necessary céstlngs.
fixtures, shaking grates, and triwmmings, sud srrange for the
Present use of gas with all hecassary aquipgmenis ior future

use of coal 1f necessary,

Hesier to be.get on & Sultable stone foundstinn, and
snclossd in substantinl stock brick masonry, on wnt asbestos

Jacket, as por plans smi furnished by thoe rerpfocturers.

.

Purnish one poker, X o1y Lowe, ane sllce bar, one shovel,
one flus brush, one I5% sarew wrench, and one hot wiler therm—
ometer,

SHOXE GONNBOTIONS:~
. 3%, From outlet on heater, Tun a smoXe pire Lo and connest
E

-ith- :ﬁd.mney tlue, sald plie to be made of %No. Y0 ﬁplvnnized-
tron, ﬁzd to be the required dlameter, properly riticed with g
turn c}.am:.ar. and duitable Lifting check clepn-out ~onr 3, to

admit or ﬁein_g cleandd while in posliion, e albew to Vo o

fﬁur‘-‘?ieﬂh round tho‘:.'!, atrl ‘rihiavra plps antors ~vfpl TOrKM

it £3 o De surronndsd wits z Collar Of The sams Avircial as
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o] Dlp.’ -

IMALRECT mx ATLOY

Purnls ang erect In basement oF ipdirect rod-

#tacks

fators, conta..m.ng in £l tcuere feet of radlation, suld

mat?tm to be thorstandard® pin indiract radlotors, ant ta
ba-p;zt togeather withoud the usa &f eny packlng material and
ta be supborled on basement brick wails, or suspended trom
firat ﬂimr Jolats by one half insh eound f{voh Rangers secured
ta Jatst K1th 3/2* X 3™ coach screws, hanger Oars to be ™Made
af I~I/4™ bipa, with thread and lock mat on end of srme. i
{nae tabla)

8'!1\83- CASHIH(:&. HJ
. Bach »tack to be encased at top, bottom and four sides,

with narrow matched and well seasatad W 7/8™ pino Ylodring,
of geaod quality amd r'roe Crom lopse knots,

The bot}’om and two of the sides Lo he fantensd »ity pesa
sgrows to aduti of thelr balng tak.r:n ngart at anr time, and
ibe edges of o]l exposad sides to be Finlshed with neat
strips, 7/6% X 3 with beveled edge,

2 The top and four ;tdes.&n leval wdth bottum of radiné
tors, {to ba lvlnad. fitst with sabeatos Lapsr, snd then wisnh
brignt tig, olossly fitted and natlad, at least ovory 2 along

tha laps.

‘L'hc #pace batweon radiators and sides of cratings toc La
g_gnd off with tid, and said tin to runh up ab least 6" epd
Ty,

. ngainst.the aides of radiatars, se thet rli sir passing up te

ih'o"v.,“l_‘_t,"‘qix:': chamber, wili Ls brought into contnet 7ith the -

radiat.—a'i-a,-
X,
COLD AIR MWCTS:- R
From bal@ment obevn';u. AT e . wad ! alr
: ™
sonnset with the bo“.o w ol atacks, sald duecte to b2 made
qt’ the ‘tame material ann to be finlshsd same as speceilisd for

dunts '_u gk

»
bl

>
*
e

SRPYE A

7 . !*-M‘-k oadolngs, and to have a crows secctiobnl area ot, ore
'ﬁ;‘ -mﬁ iach ror avery squeve faol of vadiating surtace in the
wtack, ducts Lo be Fltted wit.h Bate's levar attachment with
tum‘dampars to gontrolx the supply ef nlr, sné openings of

mmple stza, with doors, to e made In the bottom of atieks

8 to admit of uaing inside air,

Cold atr supily (rom basement openingd to be Bo.arreang-
ad s0 as Lo least obstrdcy the Light, and to have gelwanizod
iron wire scraens, {(I/4*nesh) on the outside.; Pluce alr
filvers that may be easily renowad and sleaned ovar esch
opening and make sure ithat openings e lorger on this aceount
43 allow Tar any obstructions,

™R Plues

¥rom the atack warm adr will be gonveyad %o the scveral
rovns through flues, mude of IL bright tin, of sizes thown on
Plany, to be well fittod and soldared, nnd to huve asbeston
paper Lastad on out side, mnd the g fluea naear outsaide
walis io hava 5/4" hefy Xfolt, wired om with ¥o. 18 lirass

wirs to protoct seme from oold air currents,

Reglstors to be of the sizo markod on plans, ta pe of
2uttle snd Bailey's make, witn nickel-pleted faces, of

téann a8 dirocted by arcnitacts.

=n and set in sttic & kask riveted, galvanizeg - ty

%1"0, E ifon tank, I2= in dismeter ant £'-0" nigh, Anl prow
. & m—
wide mx tonnect ito aaid tank, one water claset tnik, r'ar

s .!'

an mtm;:lc water-feader, awl connact tae two tonka togaths-
"

with a sﬂ;ng’ing chack valve 1n tie eoancaetian,

PIPE AND FITTINGS.- n

:me heater , r-dlaturs, nnd tanks, to he Aap-siten by




-‘------I-

1)

grade ul from heater to radiators with a plich of st losst §4
v~
1/2* to J0'=-0O*.in length, The veturn ylpes will prrde down

TES

",

from radiators to heater, with same pitch as above, ali pl.pcs
excopting the returns from stagks, will be hung from basement
eeiling, by sultable tran hongers, arz;anged s0 that expansion
may occlz;'l without ln.ljury tuo Joints mz- ailding.

Ths raturns from stacks to he carried on side walls of

. : basament. !

The tnalreat radiatars to be sat at such a height, amd 4
toba S0 tappedithat flow pipes will comncct with same,
withont vertiesl drop comnectlions.

wrom tha kg nigh polot on .1'101: pipes to 1not cect
Tedietors, coMNect a 3/8" alr plpea, and sun tw-v» ;13 1uto
ona I/2% main pipa,and run sald main pipe to, nnd connsct with

the line #D expansion tank.

861

Run a 5/4" pipe trom water mzin to heater, with stop
eock &M—mnginq-olmck. walva -in-the connsotion.)
Fun 3 I~I/4% piga From hanter to sawer with 2 stap cock

"in the comnection .

Run a I/A" pipe from the wntar pmin to the bnll oeck on

under e@j@ion tanksy and' thapa connsat them togathey, Lo
L _A-f;-‘h,..?_ s LI
keep water . in tark wark,
SR
Run an%ﬁr‘érlaw tire from anch ol the twg tarks, ahd

e cornett Liem into ape 1-1/4" nipe, »nd yun tlis nasnm to

B ba,‘s,emep}'_-,'-;and thera let it drip over a sink or ath~r g
o

recaptacle, as dirsated by. architecv..
- . Whara practicad all eonnacliony to outh r.o:m radiatdrs
- are to come through the base boards instesd ot through the 22
floars,

All finn) connections 2* or smailer in dismetaer, ore Lo

b . h
' te made with right and laft hand treads, and all connactions

to heater are 40 have right and laft coupling or fleng e
| ' undons in in the connectdons.

All pasungas of plycs Lhrough brlc‘t' walis are tohave
cast iron turrules Lutlt l.ntc; the wallas, and all paneapes
througn floors, partitions, ete,, are to have tin rerrules
the full thickness of partitions or floor joists.

A1l pipes above basement are to be tested with the City
water lrossura, afeébr they ara In.p';manant rositicn,

Run-twad pairs-of risars-to—tesnt—aibioto=smit o0 -gr=-
ST RTTR tOrET DY TREFSTY Ul

All fittings are to be heavy cast Llron, and are to

reduce in sizw witkout the use of bushiings, -
Whers maln return pipe crosses wmm doorways near uniler
: ¥t 12 ta b below the basement floor, enclosed in & brlck

trench isid in cement with 8 cast Liron, checReded cover, I/2+

stack ot' indirect radiators, each first t'loor

i m;ld- sach riséng 1ine te the upr2r [loars era to

in the ha_g’:meqt, Place@tees in the eotnisctianz bevond gote

velves with S/4% pteam cock, arranged for attaching hise

e

thareto, so that apy rixtures mey be shut off, and emctled
{thput; disturbing the balance ol apraratus.

PP - sy




Ve
¥ach of the above;valves to.hoave brasg xa tags tfastensd
to semd, and stamped with the name of the room which kthey
eontrol,
The two valves fin the linesto expansion tenk mre to heve
koy stems, with shield and kKey, amd the brass tags testencd
on these valves, to be stamped "Hot Lo be slomed®,

alr
In sach. line connection plece a 3/8" globe valve snd in
sack stack of indlroct radinters, blace a [/4* alr cock.

COVERING:— ) . - i
All beatlng pipes Ln ths vasoment, and the btank wnd

somnections Lo same, in the third floor, are to be coverad
with magmum bestos.

. BRONZING - :
Ali diront radiators and all exposéd pipes above the

RenENEEAdDaSenant are to bs neatly bronzed in oolvy-n,.us

¥61

directed by wrohitects,
All labor to be performed by skillddk mechanies, and all

wateriel to Da the dest of their saveral kinds thai tho markel”

afforda, and tg be subject to the approval and acceptansa of
A . the architect.

A
Mﬂﬂﬂ-lmml

rurnish snd set whare shown on plans direct racistors =

squars foot of radlating surface. Rad-

-t

prtaining in all

' BachigiTEot radiator to be fitted with one “Ldeel™
.- pateant rnd'ia‘é"x'g ¥alve with wooo wneel, and tinishes arnd
b
¥

nickel plated alr valves With bibD nozzle aned shiald, ta be

= - -
L et )

--.--_---

S sy

E

oparatst witih & key, Whare cannseting pLlpos pass thrvadgh s
] 4 floors ¢r bass~boards, they are to have nickel plated plates
. ] surrounadsg the pipes, {see table}

- SRULATOR: -

Supply and plsce a ¥4 Powers rogulator,

' ,@/ZﬂaJaw—ﬂ é@f*‘i”
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; SPECTPIQATIONS FOR EARDYOOD ¥INISK OF ¢ i . L=
’ - FBSIDENCE OF ANSLEY WILCOX:i~ XSG, ) g ' o be Fin!.uh.d in reqd l,k { oot quartersd cut) See samplo of
o DALAKABR AVE- BUFFALO, N. Y, L A the Tinish in effics hers.
s . ' f Kl garved pansls sbout mantel, and ttep ef walnsceting te -
George Gary , drchitect, Puffale, W. ¥ i i o be similiar worimsnship as in effice hers.
- ) _ Suly 2Gth,, I896. ? ) ;Do The Living reom desrs o be vensered in Ted ask with
: . : L P Ll Krerin,
- Bids te be received en sr hefers tugr 50th., I89G. ! ?-f',, flnlah liku rest ef that recm. In Hall Jike-wiss in Dining-
This coutract te be emtirely fulrilled 7 Outobsr 20th., ' A : Teem. tney are te be vemsered iz Past qQuslity selected birch
pravided t..h- contruot is let by ‘Sept. ath:, 1866., if cet l waifors 10 celer te b,. finiah.od was follow's:- S /"—‘/
. let,until after ;Septi Bih., #n squal tine 13 &9 bs soded fer : FLOORS s N
y Co conplettsn. ’ i f See I 4~ Scale JEan shaet mumber 4.
%hers #2is separate items er altersative dide are called Ta Living reom best seasensd red eak fisors. and in
T fer tney vust be given in estimstes undar the hesdings A te 3 | || Dining reem and frent Bail ef old heuse guartered cut ok as
. ®a or the Did will be cemsidersd informal. A siready centracted for in back ball, Fleers to.be 7/8% x 20
" mo BOOM: . matzhed lulacij.cd and lalid with the bgst of cars, with stvips
o) ' 3/4" scals drawings rmmbers 58+39«40-41. ! fellewing bases, ALl gusrentesd not i warp or Ahrink’and
o The ¢eilings te receive three osat patent plaster en : . te be the l'sst thing dens in the heuse ,luid ever sheathing
oxpnnd;d motal lath, The cernice is be in plister er wesd o 2‘:,, and A-crapnd to a mmpoth AFANF.1evel & Plumb surface.
1f weed all nacemsary rocil}ng m@a te be supplled and o freante T a—
mo blinds in the Léwiegrrewm te csrrospond with rest
.t the nnxu&u be guarentesd te werk, with shutter bDoxes, z

the ceustructive hardware te be suppnod by the centrao

:. e tripings fer deers, bligrds, etc are to De suppiled
s Th !

TR !flf’tl-\u

r St e onmcih rmpafe wheeh el fu
4,,4,,‘"/,..¢LM‘/ LA bl Tt

mvinl ;mcH as shom to be sccurately failowed from
%gw ecale drawings nInber £0-29-30-3(-32=58.
mnm.u 13 the geneval cemtract, inciudag the B — r:_s: :’}:_ i

N Mmﬂt bo ntr semsonad, and must be placed in

WW!‘K:&QJ&Q;&IM&H‘:& has besn

.
A ‘q.. -
e

> deors which are in théa asntract,




deatre h

Shareughly rilied zand stained(if mecudsary) back, face &

edgra.
The beok of all pansl work to have ons ceat of paint

‘ All panel wark te be deweled tegether I-I/4~ frem

eppliied at factery to kesp sut the meisturs.

centers, sp face will remain even, and jamhs will not riss er
‘ . lewer sno abeve the ether, where panels 15 groaster than I2*
. wide if is ta be 3 ply, Panel te be finished before being
placed ilo frames, sa in onss #f shriokage it will not shew,

meuldings to De allowed

-

Ne splicing er Jeilnting #f the

snywhere,
Ses uu',t all neesssary furrings and greunds are true andg
proparly placed as sson a8 ceatract 1..-. let sanding ail
ddetails necessary fer same t& tho gensral centreactor of the
bullding, [except thess 1z Dining rosm celling, which cemes ln

this c.ntrang

961

See drawings mmbers 43,

Inelude in this centrast mantsls for upstairs. They are
t’.‘-_ be of pins er white waad to be palnted 3 oeat work ie
Q‘nr.e_-tpanu. with the rest sf the yyyy rinish er these rooms,

[
Sy ave alresdy provided with heerths and fasings.

Itamize the oozt of marble hewrths and taeii;ga =3 &

i}t ng rogm, Dim.ng ena bad reon e
NG %ag%y S e
R o ie Y a7 o Bhncl it

Adeosr
m a3 13 Dining reom spply four’ceats of white
W&m“ Sancpaparsd, then apply twe costs of Pacal

Y aeRs el A Wa 1ittle white Xd sizk Let it gt very

.n- . lﬁr@w F13h ‘pator snd pumistons te & doad findsh.
IR Y e B L

L T .“hﬁ%f BN .

S en e e ey TLmTarege W N S ey A -

BN ALl wesd wark 1n Libing reem to be finished as stated

abevy (e saxple in effice hers)

- All desrs 1in Dining reon snd Hall to bs finished as
stated sbove undsr desrs. Exeept that outside of side entrabec
deor is te be fiplshed as specifisd for weed werk in Dining

M reem, celor ts be zelected hersaftor.

! The flesrs ef ‘leing room ts be ef dend finish seme as ¥

- in Dining reom at 184 Delawarse Avc.‘. with putcher'’s Boston

ll pelish put on in the best mannsr, stainad to be selected by
ewnsr. In Bining reom and l'ro:.:t ml N:.u floors ere to be
figished with ene aeat of £1lling, ous of shellac, aid she
ceat of ofl gng ﬂ.n:nlly wlth gutta percha varanish put on in £

| . the best manner, sll th-x-ousb.ly rubbed dowh after each ceat.

; Fiy~qialue te be selscted hersafisr by the ewner,

n:-—:[temxzn-a-pumtuy for adl £inish thersughly ymibbed dowp

o _ Btaln or palnt all windew smshes to correspond with

e
el

finish ef resms, se when roens sre finished all visable weed

- will eerresyond.

A1l this hardwead work must ba in every way satidfactery
_ . “ G:l Architeat, made frem Fy 8. D. , v drawings, snd medel
em;npu of the mame, muat bs submitted to him before
o3 Yhere axy work is pat in aocordance with the

: n t¢ the fuil uumeueu of the Architect whethsv
i .'q_q :i& ﬁ‘m olaais or af Imperfect material, or wxecuted in

o

ﬁsmc‘ w# wt veriance fyam preper drawings or models
““ﬁ;‘ﬁmﬁk- mannsr, the said werk will be rajected

<

l:&‘m“ a ?L'-;nd work a% ths expense of the Cew-
orieadlied 30
3::-. %:mhiﬁ--: L YT
B L e
o B T
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i 20 WHOX SHE DRAWINGS BELONG:=
ﬁ It is distingtly mgreed that all drawings are the broper-
;ﬁg ) of the Arohitsct, and must De returned to him. Rurther pe
; future use 14 te Le mades ooy mpy ef th Iy detall te he rapre=
dizzed sn lt‘-h.r work, Ko exira allewed witheut the written epd
erder of the Architect, and no change in drawing er werk
witheul BAS censent, Shmild it Ds Decessary fer the Architsdd
or his clerk do vigit the fuctery ito inspect the werk his
expenses ard 104 per day shall be paid him by the ceatracier.
SYPERINTENDENCE: ~
The centractor is te give his personal superintendsnse
. ’ te the work. which 13 te be cempenced at snce, and finiabheg
and the Teoms ready fer eccupancy the date absve named.
Alse to mrnlsh.u]. labar, transportsiion, material,
appsratus, Aoarffelding, and utensils for the full parroma.x.wc
sl the work herein descyibed, in the bhast manner agecarding te

true intent snd mesndng either sxpressed eor implied, either w

of thess spacificatigns er eof the drawings accompaning them,

AL) werk and material to e off the bast gquality in all
“eases, unl-u berein fAYfeYY¥f{ ospecially set Iarth te the
M‘l-!'y. meuat to the approval sr vejection of the Archjte
§ i.,h e finlzhed with sll the sxpedition censlstifit with

e i -,..,..e.,,mwﬁ 0T the werk te be underlet unless by the

p;seaw g- s;-dﬁe-ct.
G - SOREHIYI— v ‘;-:.,..\_.,:..... - .,.a st
- L. %(‘bo 3|mnnc|d at olice and cempleted in wvery
b_ e t‘gcahm Mittarsstien aF Architecs en or befsre the gate
Non L e nERl, v
ok W, B o o, Vo

' ! 1"#‘»*-" 5

e

P

Abd 1D avent ef failurs ef Gontracter te se cemplets 1%

‘B asll pes te the ewner, Yor sach and every day succeeding
Sho date hereby fixed upon, the sux ef $20.00 = gay to ba

$aken vet ax a pensliy but as assertained and 1ligeidated
damages from the centructers ts the owner.

FIOUBED DEAWINGS =
the drawings are to be accurataly fellawed aocerdlgg te

their scale dimensiens, tut figured dimeusiens always Lta ha

] - perfarrad,

[ NUMBER AND CHARACYER OF DRAWINGS:-

The Architect will supply sufficisnt dypyfifd detail
drawings{including full size drewings ef mevddsd mnd curvad
werkj te wiiabile coatrachr.t- carry out design cemplately.

Any work aons.tmcted witheut such drawings or mot ig accerdan-

as with speoifiof¥¥fid directisns af the Architect must be

't remeved and rebleged Lp cerrsct werk, at the expensas ef
] Cantractsr.
- QYRR OF ARCHITECY:~
rhe Architect te have full Tewer to rejsat any material

o wepk, he may thirzk of unseuns character and cause szeme ta
e Dumadistely renoved, er recansiructed at centracter’s
spense, 1o onse af whese rofusal to cemply with Architeot's
m the latter in te¢ have full paver te precure material o,
' mﬁiﬂ 1t dene bf ether warkngn; and to ghargs the expenss

‘ @ Sacured ts the cantraster, and te deduct suue frem

W ¢ 4 Becsoe dye hin
-~ w W’MQ! Ly fuve power Lo make any elteratlons eor

b

k.' a&iti@bﬁi% think prepay to plm signed oy cettracter,

o .

‘mmm;&m::sm LTS
T aF =2, .

LN s M.«w “st' St T



{7)
Frovided alvays the said slteratiens and additiens de

W% cest were than has beon spsoified and centracted far.

23 onge of sdditienal cest, the price and sgresuent it

ba vade befsTe the addition er mltarstien are utderiaked,

- If upen any erder of alteratisn sr additien the centraat
ter thizks himself sutitled ts additiensl time he must claim
1t immediately end Defers undertaking the werk and the Archi-

tegt mist pASs upen such claims, and fix the additiotal time,

if any ‘to be se sllewed before the erder is £inally given;
4therwise pa zdditisnsl time shell be allawed.

CONPORMITY OF DRAWINGSi-
gontTacter te caise detalla sf work to be carried sut

10 strict cendformity with warking drawings, ef Architect.
whe wark ta e dene by sxiliful mechsnlcs.

OMMIESXIONS & DISCREPANCIRS:-

861

contracters te tike Do advaniage of sny wsnifost o s

sions or discrepancies that may be found te exist betwaen

RN plaos and spscificatieua, wnd in wll €isagreements or differ-
ences as ts sizes,waterial,werkmanship,stc. The decision o?‘l
$he Apchitect upsn his ewn plans and spacificatlons id te be

finxl and bioding en the centracler.

’ el
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¥

Front door to a 6¥ skeleton bell in Servonts aair.

Side hall entrance to a 3izligh deil In Riteohob.

Place a Western Blectricel hesi style Anr:'t.‘.r.ciatuu.m
Servants Ailling room, and connact.:‘ul.f-l; l')ush byiton in the
fallaring roomais-

*.; Parior, Librery, Living room, 0ining room, snd G ved
rooms.
Plece & ¥ 4 Anmunciator in Hall, Sarvant'’s floor, and
sonnect with butktons in the Rakkaxixg ‘gzamox:Mrs. Wilcox's room
Fun lines of spesking tubes as follows,
Kitchen Iat., flooer to Sarvents hell thipd flesr.
“_5 . Secoxd story hell to Serventz sitting room,
. Provide a flexiblas speaking tuba %~ /2 fest long for ZRd.
tiosr ‘e].mmng. Al other openirgs to heve heavy nickel plated
whintles witn Tlanges spun on.

At sAch sppaking tube opening. provide s hard wood
‘¥paptts and Fa=ton dpraging tue whistles with screws.

vlacs s push bulion directly uuder tne outh plece In

w0
saoond story iwont asll, and connect with buzzer in the
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ppeaking tubes wust be all hand soldered heavy tln
tukizg with round elbows; run in the best manner, and palnted

with P & B paint after balng pleged.

. WLECTRICAL EPECIFICATIONS FOR THRE RESIGRNCK OF

m]_gg‘;\ncuxl Hag: . Beisware dve. . Pulfalo, M. Y.

Ortice of {leo. Cary, Architect,

154 Delaware Ave., Burrailn, N.¥Y.

Junie 10th, 1H85.

The building shall be epuipped from awltch-board to each out-
1;1. with iron around insulating ¢conduits, in such manpner as to

Torm conf.ln;mua gha.ﬁ::els for the wire. A serarate tube snall be
_prn\rfldpd for esch riser, from the switch-board lo the junction dox
.on‘ 'e;ach floor.’ ‘l'hes‘a tubes to be connested the same &6 gas or

at.;;n pipes, and made gas Light. Condult shall be firmiy socured
ta .t-ho l;ulldfnz and run {n such maaner that the wires may be drawn

in, withdrawn and reinssried at any time witpoud disturbing fintsh

.d wark. Junction baxss. switch boxes and cutlet hoxes shall he

@ﬁcmmu the necessary wiress and x's.xturos. The doors or Lata

ﬁ:@m cfall Junction boxes must be of metal, of ouality and fin-

T T
ded covering. The layer ai' rubbsr next ihe conduct-
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Jeithout Joints or aplicas,

mss %wmm‘
. -al) wires are to Do mede of such sizes. that with all lights

X ,_s.-"‘aancd Lor I.n tne plana burning there 1;11 be no undue heating and
the los=s ol pqt.ential between switch-hoard and any other outlet
: ©_ wA\li not be greater than Tive percént. and the variation between any
twa outlets will not be greatar than two percent (%%), nnd the
~- -lp88 of potential ha{.vesnlt.ha awitch-board and any Junctioh box
will pat be greater than two parcent (2%).

’ The less of potential to be based an the use of a standard
' lamp of 100 volts, having an efficiency of 5.8 watts per candle
‘ ’ " pawer. Mo wire snall be smaller than No.l4 B. & S,
. All ﬂrlﬁg shall be for the parallel two wire system of dis-
tribution. ‘

AlL twin conductors, and all conductora larger than No.l0 B.

" & 8. ahall be strandad.

!XG‘N.
Bach cl.ruun. from the switch-board gormmected through te all

cutlets shall show an insulation resistenes of ai least one magoim

ALz ;:ucSSSar,v mein esnd branch cutout are to be furnishad

and pit in place tharoughout the hullding by the contracfor. -

aill of which are to bs double poled s°d mounted on combusti-
\ .

bile materlal. Puses of sutiable cayacity, with coLper termi-~

nals mnd flalnidy utam_pnd with their rated capacity, to ve

supplted !'or. all cutouts. '

ALl wiros, switches, cutoute, and o-her appl ances
called ror in thesa specu'tcat.iar'u. must ba approvea ny the
Avchitact before being installed, ‘

Riser tuhes Lrom awiteh board to joilnt In hassment where
they pass an thesdigh Ploora arve to run an celiling ar the

barement .

Ko orenihns NRW. ATl
Hasement
Brarchart i 4
"nrat floor 19 8 First floor

2 12 Sceong Tiodr

& iy fleor,
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Appendix D

Edwine N. Mitchell, “The Wilcox Mansion and Myrs. Wilcox’
Class,” from Niagara Frontier (vol. 14, Spring 1967), pp. 5-7.

The Wilcox Mansion and Mrs, Wilcox’ Class
by Edwine N. Mitchell

The Wilcox House, it is hoped, will be saved at last. Thanks to the in-
domitable efforts of Representative Thaddeus J. Dulski, the Theodore
Roosevelt Memorial Committee {combining the efforts of many of our
citizens), and the Liberty Bank, the Congress has passed fegisation
authorizing Federal funds for acquisition and partial restoration provided
locai support for additional renovation and maintenance can be found.
The newly-formed Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foundation, succes-
sor 1o the Committee, is now continuing the efforts to obtain this suppot.
The historical impontance of the House is undeniable; the many Presidents
and other distinguished visitors who were entertained within its hospitable
portals and the important events that transpired there, are history.

Not so much is known of its social aura at the turn of the century. Mr. and
Mrs. Ansley Wilcox were considered leaders of Society. In those days
society was spelled with a big "5” and received due reverence. My, and
Mrs. Wilcox, however, cartied their sense of responsibility for their position
far beyond its more frivolous aspects, and strove to represent the best in
civic interest, and in the cultural and literary life of the community.

The pleasant living room of the Wilcox mansion was for many years the
meeting place of “Mrs. Wilcox® Class,” or merely “The Class,” generally
pronounced with a very broad “a”, the enduring, cultural, reading group
which still exists today. 1t was, in a sense, the feminine counterpart of the
masculine “Thursday Club,” which was started in 1883. “The Class” com-
posed originally of a few distinguished otder women, and an attractive
group of young marrieds, was inaugurated in the 1890s by Mrs. Edward O.
Wolcott, who had married two government figures, one of them a senator.
She was a remarkable woman of extreme vitality, who had travelad exten-
sively, had lived in Washington and Buffalo and had maintained an
elaborate estate in the Genessee Valley. While in Washington she had
started classes of this type. n its infancy, the Class met in her house, but,
when she {eft Buffalo, it was taken over by Mrs. Wilcox, and Mrs. Wolcott

attended whenever she was in town, Besides these ladies, the Class com-
prised, as far as can be ascertained, Miss Maria Love, Mrs. Lawrence
Rumsey and her daughters, Gertrude (afterward Mrs, Carleton Smith}, and
Evelyn (later Mrs. Walter Lord), Miss Evelyn Fiske, Mrs. Frank Fiske, Mrs.
Louis Babcock, Mrs. Henry Ware Sprague, Mrs. William T. Atwater, Mrs, Al-
bert A. Noye, Mrs. Daniet Wilcox {later Mrs. Ernest Hill), Mrs. Rabert K.
Rocet, Miss Mabel Wilcox, Mrs, James L. Crane, Mrs. Guillaume Gomez,
Mrs. Porter Norton, Mrs. Araold Watson, Mrs. James McCormick Mitchel,
Mrs. Chaunsey (new Mrs. William J. Donavan), later Mrs. Thomas Cook).
Same years later, Mrs. Wilcox telt that, for the preservation of the Class, a
younger element should be introduced. In 1910, the first of this younger
element was added in the person of Miss Edwine Noye, the daughter of
Mrs. Albert A. Noye, Grace Noye, of wham they were alf very fond, had
died suddenly in ltaly, and sympathy for her twenty-year old bereaved
daughter made her seem an appropriate choice for the henor. Shortly
thereafter, the three nieces of Mrs. Wilcox, Miss Margery Sawyer, Miss
Mary Wilcox (now Mrs. George Plimpton), Miss Ruth Rumsey Hamlin, and
Miss Frances Wilcox were added; not long after that, Mrs. Harold T. Cle-
ment, Mrs. Alfred Hull Clark, and Mys. Henry Ten Eyck Peny.

The interior of the Wilcox Marsion was in the best tradition of the 1890s. It
was a house of dark woodwork and dark carved furniture, upholstered in
velvet and brocade that was carefully protected with handsome lace an-
timacassars. Many bookcases overflowing with books, portraits,
iapestries, and small objets d'art from all over the world attested to the
background and taste of the family. The sun streamed through the high
southern windows above the wide window seat onto the many comfortable
chairs and sofas occupied by the elegant ladies. The open fire crackled
briskly in the green-tiled firepiace. Mrs. Wilcox presided with gracious
benignity from her wheelchair beside it. She was a woman of great intel-
lectual power and prasencs, a true “grande dame” of the old school, as
were also Miss Maria Love, and Mrs, Rumsey.

In the spring Mrs. Wilcox, in conference with library authorities, decided on
the program for the following year, and the ladies were given an oppot-

tunity 1o choose their subsidiary subjects and dates at that time. In its first
years the class members had written papers, but this procedure was soon
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abandoned for a compilation of excerpts from the writings of more ex-
perienced authors. Even so, it was a serious business. The membets
were supposed to devate themselves to study and research all summer
long. Careful selection was all-important, and contraversial subjects were
to be avoided, as well as undue emphasis on battle scenes. The general
subject for the year was nearly always historical: a country, a period, the
development of a movement; or biography, occasionally a group of famous
letters. Mrs. Wilcox and the other older ladies were very broadminded,
and listened to some of the more shocking passages from Greek and Rus-
sian fiterature with equanimity as long as they were written by authors of
repute,

It was an intelligent group, and Mrs. Wilcox kept its members steictly in line.

The Class met evety Monday from November to April. It was expected
that all calendars should be cleared for that day. Only severe llness, sud-
den death, or absence from town for a short time was accepted as an ex-
cuse. Longer absenteeism demanded resignation. Everyone must be
seated and ready to begin when the clock struck three, The reading must
be exactly timed to fill the required two haurs between three and five. in
plov.ning her winter's wardrobe each woman made careful selection of a
costume for the Monday Class. The work with which the ladies occupied
themselves during the reading must be of an appropriate elegance, such
as tatting, embtoidery, or petit point. Knitting was frowned upon because
of the dlicking of the needles, as was also any more spectacular occupa-
tion such as the drassing of dalls at Christmas time. The minds of the
fadies must not be disturbed in their tranquil absorption of information.

The reader generally arrived on her annual day in a state of nervous "twit-
ters,” but she was often braced for the avent by an elaborate corsage of
vialets—the customary Victorian offering—donated by a husband made
sympathetic by watching her struggles through the summer. She was al-
ways ensconced in the seat of honor, a large antimacassared chair to the
left of the southern window under a good light. Before her was a small
table to hold her books and a glass of ice water,

It was a charming picture: the beautiful room, the gracious presence of
Mrs. Wilcox in har wheselchair before the fire, the gentle ladies with their
wide skirts spread about them,—no immodest knees showing in those
days—stately Miss Love, with her magnificent white head indomitably
sract, beside her Mrs. Rumsey with her tiny feet supported an a footstool,
the whole bathed in the shifting glow of the late sun, vying with the flicker-
ing fire and the colored segments of light through the Tiffany glass
lampshade. Qccasionally the heads of the older women in theit eighties
dropped forward for an instant in a momentary nap but recovered their In-

terrupted dignity aimost at ance, a lapse politely ignored by the other
tadies as they bent over their various cccupations.

On the stroke of five the book was closed, the reader sighed with relief,

and they all repaired to the adjoining room, where the round lace-covered
table glimmered with silver and Howers. One of the ladies, invited to pour,
took har seat behind the massive tea service. Two whije-capped maids
hovered about, passing the delicate cups and little sandwiches, and urging
the gusests to partake of the enormous cake, frosted in chocolate or white,
which always graced the 1able, though it was rarely eaten. The properly at-
tired ladies circulated gently, enjoying the collation and discussing the read-
ing, pleasantly stimulated with worth-while knowledge, and happily
conscious of an aftarnoon well spent in an atmosphere replete with culture.



€02

Appendix E

0. Rundle Gilbert, “Unrestricted Auction Sale, Estates of
Ansley Wilcox, Truman G. Avery and others...,” May 22-24, ‘
1935. Courtesy Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society. |
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CONDITIONS OF SALE

1. All bids to be per piece un'ess otherwise mentioned,

2 The highest bidder to be the buyer. Any dispute in the finat
bid, the piece wil] immediately be resoid, the auctiorieer to use his
judgment as to the good fajth of ail claims, and his decision shall be
final,

3. Title to the merchandise Passes at the fall of the auctioncer's
hammer. Thereafter any Toss by fre, theft, breakage or any other
cause is on the purchaser. Neither the seller ot the auctioncer
have any further rezponsibility.

3. Any bid not commensurate with the value of the article offercd
or which is merely a fractional sdvance. may be rejected by the
auctioneet if in his judgment such bid would be likely ta affect the
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5. A'deposit of 257, is required from each buyer. in default of
which the lots in question shali be resold,
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of this catalogue, but neither the owner nor the auetioneer guaran.
tecs in any way the authenticicy or condition of any lot

7. Bids by mail will be accepted only when accompaniad with g
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O. RUNDLE GILBERT
Auctionesr Appraiser

44 B, 65th Bt, New Yotk City



i-‘-—-----'--—--—-.-—1

G0g

A "WEDNESDAY, MAY 22nd

lterps ! t_hru 299 will be sold starting at (030 A M. They consist
of white painted, vak and mahogany bed room furniture. A number

of smal! boxes and table chests, lamps, candlesticks, blankets
brass, pictures, ete. '

300
201!
302
303
304
303
306
o7
308
09
310
31
312
313
34
215
318
317
318
318
320

31
32
322

LINEN
Lace table doiiy 52" x 30"
4 assorted table covers.
3 assorted table covers,
3 assorted table covers.
Bag of napkins, sheets, pillow cases and odds and ends
Lace table cover
Three pads for table
4 small white pads
3 white bed pads
3 brown velvet table covers
Bundile of sheets
Linen table cloth 8’ square—Damask
Litien table cloth B square—Damask
Linen table cloth 9 x 74" —Damask
Large oval lace banquet cloth, 10° x 9’
Hand wovenr wool Chaise Lounge throw.
Flowered table cover
Camel’s hair wall hanging
Black Embroidered Spanish shawl on green silk
Silk embroidered shawl
Multi-colored silk shawl

MAPLE BEDROOM

4 curley maple side chairs, with brown horsehair seats
Curley maple drop leaf table, turned legs i
Old Colenial 2-part mirrer in gilt frame

2

324

325

326

327

328
329
330

331
332
333

334
335
335
337
Jis
339
340

347
342
343
344

345
346
347
348
249

Carved walnut {ireside dog,

Curley maple chest of draws, consisting of 4 large drawers
2 small drawers at top. dork stained ocak columns on sides

Old Empire Clock

Pair of green pottery candlesticks

Pair of tall Japanese beaker vases. 187
Chinese vase, decorated in black and gold.

Very large birdseye maple chest of draws. consisting of three
Jarge draws in bottom compartment, 3 small draws in central
compartment, 2 small draws in top compartment with mirror
on top. :

Old Meissen ware clock
Small mahogany table chest

Yellow Japanese vase, with top

MAHQOGANY FURNITURE
4-post Mahogany bed, box springs and hair mattress.
Pair of feather pillows
Heavy mahogany dresser with mirror
Heavy mahogany dresser with mirror
Mahogany bed side table
Mahogany bed side table

Pair of heavy mahogany twin beds, box spring and haiz
mattress

Mahogany 4-shelf muffin stand
Mahogany shaving mirror
Mahogany vanity dresser, carved leg

Mahogany secretary desk. compartment bottom, with 3
small draws 011 one side, 3 shelves in top with glass doors .

Small wood shell

Wood shelf ‘

Mal'mgany mirror in Ogee frame

2 drawer chest

Low mahogsny stand, finished on all sides.
3




350
351
352
353
354

| 355
| 356
357
358
59
360
361
362
363

364
365
366

90g

367
3468
369
370

371

372
373
374
375
376

377

Small footstool

‘Upholstered rosewood side chair, fiowered brocade
Rosewood arm chair, upholstered in flowered brocade
Mahogany commode 7
Queen Ann straight back chair, inlaid with Dutch Marquetry
Picture of girl, in black frame

Rosewood arm chair

Early American stained oak chair, rush seat

Oid English walnut straight back chair, rush scat
English hall bench, cak seat ana back.

Small stand, lacquered finish

Kittinger coffee table

Dark stained oak coffec table

Teakwood comer cabinet, compartment base with 2 shelves
on top, carved throughout

Upholstered footstool, carved wood frame
Upholstered stool, carved wood frame

Octagonal oak library table, supported by three joined legs,
claw feet.

Ma‘hogany costumer
Mahogany telephone table and stand
Round oak stand

Mahogany table, with one large drawer, top inlaid with bands
of satinwood and marquetsy center,

Small mahogany curio cabinet, glass dvors and 2 small drawers
on each side, marquetry inlay

Walnut drum stand

. Empire stand, 2 shelves and drawer in top, brass ormola

Metal shisid, with 3 candlebranches wired for electricity
Mahogany vanity dresser.

Carved white marble model of **T'ash-Ma-Hal"” mounted on a
mosaic tile base

Mahogany console table, lyre legs, mirrored base
4

378

380

381

382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
331
392
393
354
395
395

397

398

359

401

Mahogany Windsor back, rocker arm chair.
Teakwood table stand, carved

Mahogany chest of drawers, 3 regular drawers in bottom and
one large protruding top drawer mounted on cylindrical
colurnns

Empire clock, by Wadsworth and Turner, Litchfield, Conn.
Fainted roadside scene on bottom panel, case with claw feet.

Metal vanity box

Pergian brass treasure chest

Polychrome table chest

Mahogany bedside table

Pair of blue silk sofa pillows .

Old Colonial Chaise Lounge, with blue silk cushion

3-fold screen, covered with heavy brocade

Pair of Empire brass andirons

Brass fire fender, 42" long

Carved teakwood center table .

Mahogany straight back chair, Queen Ann style, rush seat
Antique English oak, straight back, arm chair, circa 1650
Old Gothic panel, converted mto a book case, profusely carved
Rosewood 3 panel sofa, upholstered in green brocade
Adjustable reading stand, with brass candle fixtures on cither
side

Mirror in heavy painted frame, 46" x 27"

Mahogany highboy, 4 amall drawers in base, 3 large drawers
and five small drawers in top scction, height 76" x 42 x 24”7
cirea 1780

Mahogany arm chair, upholstered seat

Mahogany chifferrobe, with 18 separate compartments for
nien's wearing apparel

Very large mahogany wardrobe, Gothic design, height 87,
width 537, depth 21” .

END OF SESSION

3
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THURSDAY, MAY 23rd, 10:30 A. M.

Items 402 thru 799 will be sold starting at 10:30 A. M. They
consist of porch fumniture, kitchen Furpiture, stoves and utensils,
flaower vases, glassware and china, and some fine glass table orna.
ments and cutglass

GLASS and CHINA
700 12 Pyrex hot dishes
701 12 amber glass saucers
702 7 old glass sauce dishes
703 9 glass saucers
704 2 old glass vinegar cruets
705 5 glass goblets, Colonial
706 9 crystal glass goblets -
707 9 glass bells
708 6 green glass goblets
709 Lot of odd glasses
710 12 glass grapefruit holders.
711 6 champagne glasses
712 11 géld incrusted sherbet glasses
713 6 glass goblets on square bases
714 15 glass finger bowls
715 - 4 odd finger bowla
716 13 Tiffany glass finger bawls
717 .12 rose cut glase wine glasses
718 1l Stem glasses for Rhine wine, gold applique
719 6 hand decorated, gold incrusted champagne glasses

720 9 champagne glasses, each one with a different colered design
in gold, blue and rose :

“721 0Oda lot of china

722 Pair of old soft paste urns
723 6 green Wedgewood soft paste plates and 1 platter
724 10 odd pieces of china

715

726
727
728
719
730

73r

732

733
734
735
736

737

738

- 139

740
741
742
743
744

745

746

- 147

748
749
750
751
752
753

I

Flowered individual breakfast sct of 7 pieces, by Maddock &
Sons.

Pair of Flowered china compotes, one rcpaircd

11 green dessert plates, Haviland

14 flowered plates and tareen, Minton china
‘Individual breakfast set, Royal Staffordshire, 9 pieces -

Individual flowered breakfast set of 10 pieces, Yorkshire
Ware, Dresden | ’ -

12 decorated ayster plates
11 flowered dinner plates, Limoges

‘& Limogés plates

6 Meissen plates and 1 covered dish

Large Mecissen Ware platter

Large Mcissen Ware steak platter

12 Wedgewood plates, raised’ figures of fHowers on border
11 Limoges soup plates, 14* gold band border
14 Japancss zalad plates

12 blue bordered salad plates, Wedgewood

7 Wedgewood soft paste plates

17 blue memorial plates, Wedgewood )

Lot of odd cups and 1 blue china dish

12 Minton salad plates, stork pattern

7 Copeland soft paste salad plates

55 pieces of gold-banded china, the greater portion with mono-
gram

12 salad plates made by Konigliche Porzeltan Manufactur
Soft paste condiment set of 5 pieces
Pair of Meissen Ware Candlesticks, circa 1730
6 purple champagne glasses -
2 amber glass compotes
Pair of green glass compotes
Pair of green glass compotes
?



754 Green glass centerpicce
755 Fruit dish, gold incrusted
756 Pottery fruit dish

757 11 green ctched glass dishes 784 Large Filigreed berry spoon _
758 Green glass dish, }5” gold band 785 Gold colored put spoon, porcelain handle, with miniature in
759 Large green glass flower bowl and dish bowl of spoon,
760 Amber glass flower dish ' 786 Pair sterling silver nut dishes
761 Amber glazs dish, plate and compote 787 Silver soup ladle
762 3 green glass candlesticks " 788  Pair of silver nut dishes, filigreed bowls.
763 Large glass compote ) 788a Lot of odd pieces plated silver
764 4 Venetian glass candlesticks . 789 Sterling silver dish
765 2 Venctian glass compotes 790 Sterlipg silver bon-bon dish
766 Wedgewood compote - o 791 Old silver bottle, with brass lc.noh )
767 Pair of old glasa Decantera . Sterling silver butter dish, consisting of three pieces
768 Pair of rose glass decanters, hand decarated throughout - 793 6 sterling silver glass holders .
76% Pair of Bavarian glass decanters 794 . Sterling silver compote
770 Glass cheese and cracker dish, gold incrusted 795 Sheffield sugar boat
B : ' : - : 796 Stesting silver bon-bon dish, red ghass insert
@ SILVER' 797 Stesling silver case for smelfing salts

771 3 sterling silver salts and peppers 798 Paic of silver plated salts, with glass inserts
772 4 early American salt spoans . ) 999 Small French clock, miniature in top
773 3 sterling silver apoons 8(!1 Hand t:?hased. sterling silver dinner bell

‘ 774 1 large sterling siiver serving spoon 80! Sterling silver coffee pot
775 1 early American serving spoon 802 Sterting silver hread basket
776 1 sterling silver pie knife 803 " Sterling sitver bread tray

‘ 777 Small sterling silver knife and spoon . 804 Oid English plateau
778 Sterling silver punch ladie ‘ 805 Plated silver tray, mounted on three fect

T 779 0ld Colonial silver nut spoon 806 2 odd picces plated warse
780 Sitver fruit dish o + 807 Dutch silver tray, embossed cupids with filigreed edge
781 3 odd silver coffee spo&n.s ’ 808 Round silver tray, Aligreed edge
782 Lot of 6 odd pieces of silver 809 Sheffield silver center piece
783 Dutch silver nut spoon 8§10 Silver tray ]
] 811 Hand hammered sterling silver fruit dish

817 Shefficld silver cake dish, rim decorated with raised Rgures of
grapes and flowers '

813 Shefficld silver fruit dish, raised figures on side

: - 1
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603

814
815
816
817
818
819

820
§21
812
813
824
826

827
828

329
830
831
832
833
834
835
836

| 837

833
839
840
841
8432

Hand hammered sterling silver water pitcher
Sterling siiver center piece
Sterling silver fruit dish
’ Plat;:d silver tray
Sterling silver water pitcher, colonial design

©Old English covered pitcher, scated lion figure on top of lid,
wood handie

3 sterling silver frames

2 sterling silver ash trays

Sterling silver frame, gold plated with blue glass insert
Smal] wrist watch ‘

Large silver tray, resting on four feet, open work sides

Very large Shefficld tray for silver service. Bunches of raised
grapes around the edge, handle on cither end

12 silver dinner knives

Mantle candle set, 3 pieces

RUGS

Carpet on third floor hall .

Carpet on stairs, both front and back

Carpet on second floor hall

Blue runner, approx. 24’ x 22

Blue runner, approx, 1714 x 2'2*

Brown runner, approx. 154" x 2°2°

Brown runner, approx. 1614° x 2727

Brown runner, approx. 1614’ x 2'2°

Brown runner, approx. 16° x 2'3”

Brown runner, approx. 6" x 7’2"

Taupe runneér, approx.'15” x 2'37

Blue figured runner, approx. 1214’ x 2’3

2 pieces taupe carpet, approx. 5’ x 32 cach

Taupe carpet, approx. 76" x 31” )
: 10

843
244
445
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
8§53
854
835
856
857
858
859
860
861
861
863

864

Taupe carpet, approx- 14’ x 317

Taupe hall runner, approx. §0" x ¥

Gray flowered porch rug, 9 x 12’

1 pieces blue carpet, approx. 7’6" x 45" each
Brown carpet, spprox. 6’5" x 5'4"

Domestic rug, light colored, approx. 9 x 12.’
Green catpet rug, approx 16’ square

Green Tug, approx. 4’ x 8"

Green throw rug, approx. 3’ x &

Navaha rug, approx. 4' x 8’

Navaho rug, approx. 4’ x 56"

Mexican rug, 36" x 7*

Rag rug, approx, 6 x & .
Domestic rug, fowered squares design, approx. 8° x 10°
Domcstic- rug, solid green color, approx. 0 x 23°
Small oriental mat .

Small Anatolian mat

_Small oriental mat

Small oriental mat, repaired

Small Kabistan prayer rug, 3'1* x 377

anall’Chinm animal Tug, blue figures on taupe background,
4" x 2

I

Chinese rug, mosaic center, light and dark blues on taupe

- background, 31° x 60”7

858

856
357
888
369
870
871

Small Chinese tree rug, colors, blue border with yellow center,
257 x 47"

Mosaic table cover

Small Anatoliaon mat

Small Anatolian mat, dameged
Small Anatolian mat )
Small oriental Kazak rug, 3’5" x 51~

Bcluchiftan rug, Mosaic figures on dark blue background,
3 x5'8
1



- 872
873
874
875
878
877
878
879
889
88(

883
833

884
285
886

887

012

388
889
8%0

ast

8§22

a3

894
895
896

Kurdistan rug, 3° x 5°5*

Shirvan prayer rug, 2’6" x §'3°
Hamadan rug, 3’107 x 6’3"

Hamadan rug, 43" x 6'3°

Chinese rug, flower design, 276* x 4"
Hamadan runner, 3° x 122"

Kurdistan runner, 10'8* x 4’2"
Kis-Kiln runner, 122" x §'1 ", damaged
Lamb's wool foot warmer

Hamadan runner, 3 central pcrle‘ medallions on red field,
natural camel’s hair border, good condition, 127" x 3’6"

Leopard skin foot warmer

Samarkand rug, mosaic border design, light green center with
Howered design, 7' x 4'7”

Fur rug, 410" x 2'2°
Fur rug, 410" x 227
Beluchistan rug, repaired, 4’ x 3/

Shiraz rug, 3 central medatlions of ivory snd red on%lue field,
S'16" x 42" :

Kurdistan runner, 14'4* x 3'3°
Yuruk Prayer rug, 49" x 3’4"
Mahal carpet rug, 126" x 11’

Kabistan runner, 86" x 3’6", 12 multi.colored medallions on
dark blue field

Kabistan runner, 8° x 4’1 *, 3 central square medallions of ivory
and red on blue field

Chinese rug, 19°6” x 10'6", Rgured taupe center, blue border
with taupe edge

Fur rug, 56" x 2’8"
Brown bearskin rug

Kazak runner, 142" x 3/

837
898
a9

Large Austrian hand-tufted carpet, 18°10° x {5
Kurdistan runner, 14'10° x 3', worn and repaired
Hamadan runner, 1047 x 5'6°

Hamadan runner, 166" x 36"

END OF SESSION
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FRIDAY, MAY 24, 1935

Ttems 901 thru 1099, also 1300 and above, will be sold starting

at 10:30 A. M. They conaist of garden statuary pottery vases, bric. 1133 Empire mahogany terving table
a-brac, picture frames, bronzes, 20 lans and a complete library of : ’
1500 books,

1100 Small mantle ¢lock
1161 Rush seat windsor arm chair

DINING ROOM FURNITURE

1124 Muhogany buffet with deep top drawer, cabinet base, pillaw
‘ tides and claw feet, brass knobs.  * -

1125 Empire round dining table -

1126 Square dining room table, with 6 leaves

1102 4 piece wn i A t y : .
pic raught iron fire se 1126a Mahogany console tablé, mirrored back

1103 H wrought i dirons . .o . -
.eav'y FOUgHE iron aadt . 1127 [Carved mahogany buffet of 3 compartinents; micror at back
1104 Fireside wood box, panneiled top and sides ) of center compartment, claw feet an 4 highly carved colurans &
1105 Pair of crystal candelabra wired for electricity, rose, amber 1128 Micror in decorated brass frame, 347 square -~ -

and ivory dropa
1106 Pair of tall spiral brass ca.ndlesttcka !9'
1167 Mahogany bar, height 56' x23"x 17'

1129 Mahogany arm chiair, uphotlstered seat, back and arms
1133 4 pair brass t1c backs, colonia)
—————

1108 Bronze table lamp and glass shade - - - EMPIRE thm'ruma
1109 Carved pine chest, circa 1700 ‘ . 1131 Mahogany hall bepch
1113 Carved oak hall chair, cane seat and back, ttimed fegs and 1132 Empire curio table, with removable glau top, plush lined
stretchers . Compartment n
= " 1ML Tall brenze statue of Venus o ' 1133 Upholatered settee /7.
= 2117 Brass fireside wood box, embossed figures of eagle at top and 1134 Leather covered rashogany sofn, length 7'6' v-;
sides, claw feet 1135 Round stained oak table :
1113 Mashogsny drop leaf gate leig table : . . .1136 Mahogany drum table on pedestal base, Q‘drawm in top
1114 3-tier cak muffin stand . ' 1137 Mgzhogany hall beneh, uphalatered in blue velour
1115 Carved walnut table chest : ~+ 1138 Mahogany hell beneh, upholstered in original horschair  *,
1116 Casved osk drop leaf table ' 1139 Mahogany mirrored console, brass omamentation
1117 Pair of brass candle branches 114 Mahognny stand, compartment base, mlrbie top and sheif,

diding rmirror at blc.h

1118 Florentine 2-fold screen, omtn‘ of antique French brocade 1141 Chinese Chi dale cucio cabinet 1

e Moy st i i s o e b o C T e deehat ot el op o e omenae.

1120 Carved walnut bench . _ " 1143 Round Teskwood stand, blnck sarble top inlaid Howers ;.

1121 Empire mahogany serving table _ ' : PAINTINGS '

1122 Large octagonal center table u{ Italian origin, f:ircn 1650 . L 1144 Puinting, Auturn Leaves in' Versailles, by Eugene Chigat: i
14 .

1145 Roadside Scene, signed Rudolf Meazolias
15
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1148
1147
1148

1249
1150
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- ‘ )
Girl in the Rose Garden, F. C. Penfald } i
Water color by E. Kilbourne Foote

Water coI{or "A Brenthlcss Lagoon,” by F. Hopkinson
Smith | 25

Rockbound C.oazt. um\gned in heavy gold frame, 10°x8° 77 -
A
Child and the Mirror, by C. Petit, 14” x 10°, painted on panel™ .-

1150a Painting, "Boy Carrying Girl", 80’ x46” i) #
1151 \ghe Amgum Gijard, by H. Chiebowski, 1879, 20° x18°

1152
1152

1154
1153

1156
1157
1158
1159

¢lg

1160
1161
1162
1163

1164
1165

1186

1167

1168
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“Cutting Birch,” by F. C. Penfold /= T “J=L i,

Woodland Scene in the Forest of Fonteinebleau, by J.
Veyrasaat, 2314 x 18" 7 L S
7 small paintings in heavy git frame & - /{"1-, :

Painting on wood pmel "D1&'1cult to Choou," by Joseph
Cooman:.n'xl? vt LR . .
.

“Mongot Chleftain®, 25" x35” | !~ .. -

The Descent from the Cross, 29" x 29" [ U -
Madonna and Child, 39" x 29" 2.5 A" T. o
Dutch Fatmynrd Scene, by Cnrl Hubner, 1865, 40" !}5

canvas punctured ‘5 cra Jo LS. Pttt

Very large znlt frame fo: canvat, 49' x 60" .

Portrait of & young lady, by Louis Loeb, 35" x 297 27

Lady with fan, by Bcttmgcf, 2Tk LT L5,
The Little Princess, by Gutou La Touche 51' x55° 0l

LIBRARY FURNITURE

Tall Eampire brass lamp, with etched glass shade

3 piece upholstered living room set, cnnmtmg of 2 chairs
and a eofa, blue upholstered :

3 piece uphelstered living room set, consisting of sufa and 2
chairs, upholstered in blue whipeord

Uphalstered straight back chair, flowered needlepoint seat
and back .

Upholatered high back arm. cheir in tan brocade, satinwood
inlay on arms and lege.

16

1169

170
1N
Hr2
1173

174
1175
1176
urr

1178
1179
1180

1181
1182
1183

- 1184

1158

1186

1187
1188

1189
11580
1191

Polychrome painted Lecturn

Mahogany table shelf, satinwood inlay on sides and top
Walnut center table, turned legs and stretcher

Pair o{ «;arved high back arm chairs, upholstered seat

Mahogany game table, Sheraton style, birdseye maple
frame, circa 1790

Cctagonal stained cak compartment table
Marble pedestal table
Pair of brass andirons

Pair of crystal candelabra with prism drops, space for §
candles

3 pairs of green velvet drapes, 2 pairs are 8'6° x 397, 1 pair
arc double-sided 76 x 3’9"

5 pair of brown velvet d:apcs, 3 pau- are 897 x 4', 2 pair are
7'6' x4’

s pa:r of red brocade drapes, 4 pair are 86 x 37", 1 pair
of door drapes are 76" x 3’3", with valances to match
Mahogany game table, lyre base

Painting “Temptation” by Louis Loch

Mzhogany table, black marble top

Pair of walnut upholstered hall benchcl, Marquetry inlay on
each end

Tall Grandfath.er’a clock in pine and mple cue. woaden
works

A.ntique brass water clock, complete with drip pan, inscribed
on brass plate “Tyne if Short"". Henry Stone, Southampton,
1652

Brass student lamp, colore& glass ahades
Capo di Monte Um, 15' 4" high

LOUIS XV LIVING ROOM FURNITURE

Upholstéred foot stool
4 Louis XV side chairy, upholstm:d in satin brocade
Pair of Louis XV seats

17
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- 2192
. 1193
1194
1195

1196
1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203
1204
1208
1206
1207

1208
1209
1210
121

1212

1213

1214
1215

Pair of Louis XV footstools .

Pair of Louis XV arm chairs, upholstered in satin brocade
3-fold Louis XV screen, upholstered panely of satin brocade
Pair of Louis XV settees, upholstered in satin brocade
Tall gilt floor lamp and shade .

Pair of omamented candle branches, with space for 5 candles
Polychrome wall bracket, picture center

Gilt curio cabinet, mirror back 3 glass shelves

Plaster wall bracket

Louis XV center table, top covered with gold leaf

Green marble pedestal

Carved marble bird bath

Pair of carved wood figure wall ornaments

Louis XV arm chair, upholstered in red brocade

Round walnut table, marble top

Mahogany harpsichord made by Daniel Thomas, 87 Warren
Street. New York City. Case inlaid with strips of satinwoed,
brasa ormoln, legs of carved mahogany with brass claw feet,
circa 1770

_Gﬂt wood table lamp and shade

Pair of plaster figure lamps, 5 outlights
Pair of blue satin upholatered side chairs

Pair of upholstered side chairs, center portion of seat and
back Aubusson tapestry, surrounded by blue satin. Frame
of many inlaid woods. ‘

Pair of upholstered arm chairs, Aubusson tapestry on seat
back and arms, surrounded by blue satin

Pair of large upholstered arm chairs, Aubusson tapestry on
seat, back and arms, surrounded by blue satin. Frame of
maple, trimmed with ebony, satinwood and walnut, Brass
figureheads at front of arm rests

3 section sofa, each section description same as item no. 1ﬁ13
Maple center table with 2 shelves plush cavered, frame trim-
med with brass, walnut and cbony inlays. Brass ormolu.

In center of frame on 2 sides a small round porcelain minia-
ture

18

" 1216

1217

1218

1219

1220

1221

Maple -center table, with inlaid marble top, surrounded by
marquetry band. Legs decorated with brass heads. In center
of 2 sides & small round miniature ia inserted

Pair of tall gilt candleabra, Adams design, cupid holding
branch, gilt metal base '

Large gilt mantel clock, Adams design. Figuce scated on top

Tall F.'.nglish‘I shelf cabinet, polychrome decorated, 8' x 417 x

14", made from wood taken from Winchester Cathedral

Large Adams mantle 3-section mirror, decorated with gar-
iands of wheat at top and two carved wood figures for finial,
60 x 577 : . .

3-tiered crystal glass chandelier wired for. electricity, 6

. outlets

END QF SALE
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Ansley Wilcox, “Theodore Roosevelt, President,” October
1902, with explanatory letter to Andrew Langdon, Novem-
ber 25, 1908, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society,

Appendix F
Buffalo, New York.

¥1¢



G1¢g

wiLcox & BuLt,
COUNSZLLOAS AT LAW,

AwaLer wicar.

No.534 ELLicaTT Souane,
HERAr AemIT BiLL,

BurrFaLD. N.Y,

Yev. 25th, 1905,
Androw Langion, Eaq.,
Pregidsnt Buffalo Higterical HSecioty,
175 Horth Street, City.

Hdy dear Sir:-

Az provised, I wo sgending weu herewlth the typrarition
draft of a paper entitled *Theodore ilgoscvelt, Prosident®, which
1 propared in Hovembsr, 1902, for pubiicatlen for the benefit (31‘
thz Buffelo School Teachers Retirement Fund. Thias was publishad
in a special Thankspiving Supplement of the Naily Pazaar, a i’\3-73}'1
paper iasuwed in connectlen with the fair held by thes school teachers

theo ventlon Hall. .

b sne c“:; Eg.ﬁt'ezhis draft of the papor to the Presidant —ith a
letter of Novenmbar 20th, a copy of which is attached to it, and -
recoived his answer, alpe attached, undar date of )Fova.:‘lhr:r ?2{_111,{9; .
approving of 1t wund sayiag that he had not a sugreatlion ta L‘:L.-‘e. I
beyond a few verbal corrections, These corroctionn APPaar on s

4 of the paper in hia handoriting. Thwy rvelata to “he Hqtu.il!s‘nf
nis recelving the massage which was sent after hli into Lhe Adiren-
dacks calling him tack Lo Raffale becouse of the d:mn-,r:.rmu;;_ c:.udttxcu
of Preaident HdcXinley, and to his method of gotling out of tha waoda,

Tha paper, tharefore, foros un acéurate and aut;mrit-_ .
record of facts which are of soma lmportance and are Tream ¥ ore-
ferrcd to, and about whigh the newspapers in thelr cosiznts 91‘&.’:{:_
make erroncous atatements, It poexs %© Nave & propar placd in the

rour seciet .
files of }I alaa enc{c':sa aseveral copiea of thr m‘:ps‘lmnnnt LONRATTH
Daily Bazaar in which the papar was printad, Thia conlains nickurar
of Mr. Milhurn's houss and my howse, Unfertunately, ihas~ [-ic:'.tlr
were taken later in the year whun tha leaves wara all o_:f'f‘ rom B
trees, and do not repragant either of thuire 5-1:1::?:1 ag ey laockmn
in Sentember, 1901. .

I alac send -mawy, ab vour requaat, the fr‘ock.cu:'.t .
President Rooscvelt borrowsd on his arrival nere, haviue o
hand luggage =ith him, and which he wore whin ha was sworn
Saturday, September 14th, 78R4 at the funcral eerxeond
next day. If has only becn warn enca zinee then. I 7
that this in @worth presccvalion, hul lz2av: this to rorr

Very Lruly yours,

/’m) /(‘La “ LL A t.f”(f’,g' i,;j .
r/@.rﬂw‘f:
LC PR -._—-—-—""J
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PRESIDENT
Written by Ansley Wilcox in October, 1%02, and

Revised by President T. Roosevelt

The pecple of Buffale will always have a special interest in the
presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, becauge it was in this city that the
awful tragedy occurred which made him Presideﬂt, and it was here that
he was swern in, made his first proclamation, and from hare he followed
the body ef his former chief to its last resting place.

But Col. Reosevelt was well known to Buffalonians, and he knew the
city and its people well, before that memorable week in September, 1901,
when he unwillingly became the central figure of the world's gaze, His
last previous visit was on May 20 of the same year, when he came here
as Vice~president to open formally the Pan-American Exposition, around
which all our hopes were clustering. At that time, he met many of our
pecple and made as many friends by his simple, hearty and well souled
manner. It was then that he, as well as Senator Lodge, in their
speeches, developing the Pan—American jdea which was the underlying
wotive of the exposition, gave utterance to thoughts which have been
since proved pathetic, as outlining some phases of the foreign policy
of the new administration, and especially the new and more energetic
hegemony of the United States on this continant - the revivified Monroce
Boctrina.

Only a little more than a year bafore this, on Washington's
birthday, in 1900, Col. Roosevalt, then Governor, had come to Buffalo
and delivered an address on the higher duties of citizenship at the
Saturn Club, and with his usual enerqgy, he gave another address the
same avening before the Daughters of the American Revolution, angd
gtill another before the Sixty-£fifth Regiment, after a review.

So when on Friday, the sixth of September, he heard of the shooting
of President McKinley at the Pan-American Expcaition, and instantly
started for the side of his chief, he knew he was not going among
strangers but to the house of friends, He hardly stopped to consult
anyone of his movements, but simply came to whare the trouble was fast
as a gpecial train could bring him.
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It was almost by chance that I met him on Saturday noon, as he
drove up to the Ircquois Hotel, and a brief conversation resulted in
his coming to stzy at my house and gtopping there until the following
Tueaday. The house was then partly dismantled; the family and most of
the household were in the country, but he was offered a guiet place to
sleep and eat, and accepted it.

Those were terribly anxious day$, but on the whole not gloomy.
From the Eirst moment of his arrival, and the favorable answers which
were made to his questions about the conditicn of the Prasidem‘: -
especially after his First hasty call on the family and physicians of
the wounded man, at Mr, Milburn's house, the Vice-president aseemed
possessed with an abiding faith that the wound would not be fatal. His
sanguine temperment, his own rugged strength and consciousness of
ability to combat diseage. and his eager desire, yes, longed for
the recovery of another, with all his might, that did Theodore
Reosevelt, when he atood in the shadow of President McKinley's
threatened death. Apart from all other consideration, he did not want
to have the presidency thrust upon hia in that terrible way, He
would not believe it possible.

So when, on Tuesday, the fourth day after the shooting, everything
secmed to be going well, and eﬁen the Secraetary of War, Mr. Reook, and
other members of the cabinet, and Dr. Burney, who had come here from
New York, felt justified in leavind, it was thought best that the
vice-president also should go away in order to impress the public
with that confidence in the outcoms which everyone felt. He went
to join his family at a remote spot in the Adirondacks, the Tahawus
Club, where he expected to stop only a day, and then take them back to
his home at Oyster Bay.. Hix itfinerary and addresses for reaching him.
it he should be needed hare, were ieft with me but no one thought that
he would be needad.

1n the middle of the night between Thursday and Friday, I was
arouged by a medsenger agking me to send instantly for the vicém
president, as the president had suddenly become worse and was in
great danger. Then began a vigoxous affort to annihilate time and
space. A talephone message to Albany put me, within two hours, in

12

direct communication with HMr. Loeb, the Vice-president’s secretary.

He informed me that the <lub where Col. Roosevelt probably was at that
moment, was same hours beyond the end of rail and telegraph lines, but
trat he was probably coming out on that day; that he (Mx. Loeb} would
try to reach him gquickly by a telegram, to be forwarded by special
maeggenger, and would also go after him on a special train as early in
the morning as one could start.

It turned out that Col. Roosevelt and hig family were staying a
day longer in the Adirondacks than he had expected, owing in part, as
I understand, to a storm which had washed out the roads and made them
very bad. Being thus detained, on this Friday, the Vice-president
had started for a tramp up Mt. Marcy with a gquide, bafore the kelegram
from Mr. Loeh arrived., The megsage was sent after him and found him
on his way down the mountain, just below the summit.

He hurried back; ag soon as possible got a wagon and drove out
over the rough roads to the nearest railway station, in ths dark of
Priday night, It is safe to say that he lost no time on that drive.

Saturday, September 14, about 1:30 PM, he arrived in Buffalo again
and laft the train at the Terrace Station. President McRinley had died
eaxrly Saturday morning, and he was then the constitutional President
of the United States. Naturally, there was great excitement in the
city, and all precautions wera taken for his safety. He was met at
the gtation by a single p:iﬁnte carriage (Mr. George L. Williama) and
by!Mr- Williamx and mysgelf, and was driven rapidly up to my house
again, tollowed by a small escort of cavalry, which had been
stationed off at some distance in order not to attract a crowd.

No definite plans had been made for swearing him in, and it had
not evan been settled where this should be done. The first suggestian
had been to take him directly to Mr. Milburn's houge, there to be
swozn in, but this had been objected to as unguitable, while the body
of the President wax lying in the housa, S50 he was asked to go to
oy house tg get lunch, and immediataly at arriving and being equipped .
with borrowed clothes, mora appropriate thah his traveling suit, ha
insisted on starting for Mr. Milburn's house, to make a call of
sympathy and respect on the family of the Adead Praaident: “his was
done, and by three o'clock ha was at my house again.

.l..ly 1 I
J _ _ _ _ . L o - ] -
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Then without any preparation, and almost without anncuncement, the
memberg of the cabinet came down to administer the gath of office.

They were the Secretary of War, Mr. Root; tha Secretary of the Navy,
Mr. Long; the Attorney General, Mr. Knox; the Secratary of thas Interior,
Mr. Hitchcock: the Postmaster General, Mr, Smith; and the Secretary of
Agriculture, Mr. Wilson. With them were Judge Hazel, of the OUnited
States Pistrict Court, and Judge Haight, of the New York Court of
Appeals, Senator Depew, and a few friends who happened to know of it.

President Rocsevelt met with them informally in the Library as
they came in. The room, not a large one, was far from full, and at
the lagk moment, the newspaper men, who wert eager for admissiaon, were
all let in, but were prohibited from taking any photographs. There=-
fore tha newspaper accounts of what were gaid done in the brief
ceremony which followed are generally ¢orrect, but all profaessed
pictures of the scena are shams, except ag they may have been sketched
£r0W MamOTY.

The Secretary of War, Mr. Root, was head of the cabinet, among the
aix who were present — the Secretaries of State and of the Treasury
not being there. He was also an old and jintimate friend of Col,
Roosevelt, and his chief advisor at this trying time, Without any
preliminaries, he addressed tha new President, calling him "Mr.
Vice-president”, and on behalf of the cabinet requested him to take
the cath of office,

President Roosevelt answered simply, but with great solemnity:
"Mr. Secretary = I will take the cath. And in this hour of deep and
terrible national bereavement, I wish to state that it éhall be my aim
to continue, absolutely without variance, the policy of President
#cKinley, for the peace and honor of our baloved country."

It is characterist{c of the man that when, the next day, some
newspapars published this statement without the word "honor® =
raferring only to "peace and prosperity” - he was concerned about it,
and asked aarnestly whether ha possibly could have omitted a word to
which he intended to give special emphasis,

Tha new President was standing in front of the bay window on the
socuth side of the room, Others had fallen back a littls when Mc. Root
spoke. After his response, Judge Eazel advanced and administered the
path to support the constitution and laws, It was taken with uplifted

14

hand. The written oath, which Judge Hazel produced, in typewritten
form, on a sheet of ordinary legal <cap, was then signed,

Then President Roosavelt made the announcement of his reguest to
the cabinet to remain in office. The whole ceremony was over within
half an hour after the cabinet had entered the house, and the small
company dispersed, leaving only the six cabiner officers with the
president, who at once held an informal session in the library.

I was asked to produce the "Messages and Papers of the Presjident” -
the volume c¢ontaining the proclamation by President Arthur of the
death of President Garfield, and did so. This was considered in the
cabinet meeting, which only lasted a few miputes.

After this meeting the Preasident teok a walk with Mr. Root, and
then returning to the house, drafted his proclamation of the death of
President Mc¢Kinley, and appointing Thursday, September 1%th, a day of
national mourning, This was issued to the press that evening.

S0 began President Roogevelt's term of office, fThe next day,
Sunday, came tha local funeral ceremonies over his predecessor, and
early Yonday morning he started with the funeral train for Washington.

It takes legs in the way of ceremony to make a Prasident in this
country, than it does to make a King in England or arfy monarchy, but

,the significance of the event is no less great.




Appendix G

George Keating’s account of Theodore Roosevelt’s swear-
ing in, from a letter to Louis L. Babcock, Buffalo, December
18, 1933, Babcock Collection, Buffalo and Erie County His-

| torical Society.
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Love & KEAaTiNG
COounSELORE AT LAw
454 ELLICATY SAuant

BurraLo. H.Y.
BEORBE P .REATIHS
BEWARD ML LEHER

Decomber 18, 183%,

Louis L. Babecosk, Beq,,
¥ & T Pullding,
puffelo, K. Y.

Dear Louis:-

I will try to give %o Fou my recollection of what huppened
at the time that the oath was adminiastered to President Theodore
Roctsvelt. at Buffale,

On Septsmber 14, 1901, 1 wes Clork of the United States
District Court, Thet mornlng I wes sitting in Judge Hatsl's office
alseucaing with him the wveats of the day, and inoidamtally the
question &% to who would be called upon to sdminister the cath of
+he Vice President whea he srrived in Buffale to assume the offics
of President of the TUnited States. While ws wers sitting thers, a
tolephons tame to the Judge from Beoretary Root, as I recall it,
saking hin to come %o the Wilbtwmn Houss, and in his napeoity as
Tnited BtatesDistriot Judge wwaar in the Vice Freaident as Presi-
dent of the Upited Statsy. I immediately looksd up the Constitu-
tion and bad ths Depuby Clerk write out the Owth of (ffice In his
old-fashioned soript, In the mesntima Judge Eagfel had ssut & wed-
sanger out to purchese w Bidle, which hs wns expsoting to umo in perforn-
ing the fumetion which hed boen aseigned to him, J was young, sad
porhaps officious. I suggested o the Judgs that he had better mot
taks thiz Didle to the house as wndoubtedly the host of the Vioe
Fragidomt would produce his own Bible for this purpose, snd, there-
fore,the Judge might be saswhet enbarrssesd if he trought his omn
slong. 5He seemed to comour in this suggestiom apd the Bible was
not taken. I saw it for many yoers after reposing on his desk.

The Juige was kind encugh to take his Clerk along upon
thin most interesting excursica, xud we drave up to the Mlburn
house in ous of Chprlox W. ¥iller 's haoks, After a short stay
thers, the Judge wns advized that the Oath was to be taken, not ot
the Iilburn heuse, bubt et the Wileox houss, so that when the processlon
wms formed 01l the motable gentlumen prassot, insluding the under-
signad, were transported down to the Wilcox house., I brought up
the resr in a oarrisgs in which were semtod Mr. Kilbwrn sad Seore-
tary to the Preeident, Cartelyou. On the way down, I recall dia-
tinstly, thet ¥r, ¥ilburn expressed himself to the Seoretary g
teing momewhat dissppointed nt the fact that the Osth was not telen
4n his house, FEvldently he thought that Ur, Wilcox hed deen s
1ittlobusy in securing the party for his rasidenass,

s Babocotk, E8q., T e 12/18/33.

¥hen the party hed getbored together in ¥r. Wiloox's
1ibrary and 3sorotary Root hed requested the Viee FPrezidemt to take
tha Oeth, Bécretary Enox ssked: “Fhore im tha Bible 1" Imedlete-
1y thers wnk a seerch for the Scriptures, which evidently had not
bean #e¢arched very diligsntly in the Wileww Mansion, Xo Blble sould
be found, The Attorney Geperal thep said: “You miet swesr bin
with uplifted hand™. 66 the Judge dirssted tha Viee Fresident to
ralse kis hand, resd to him the Oath, which was repeated by Reoxevslt.
Whet thls wag finished, ¥r, Roosevelt signed ths written Oath, which
had been read to him bty Judge Hezel. The Judge alac signed 1t., The
Judge thet geve it to me to teke do¥n o the offiows and furward to
Weshington, whish I did, after having attachsd the soxl of ths Court,
and my o’ name a8 Glerk of the Court. I then majled it to the
Seorotary of State, John Hay, at Washington, who scknowkedged 1t to
o, I still have the lettar from Seorstary Hay,

My recollection of il thess feots is wery clesr, and T

know that 'Julge Hazel sitess with ms in wy recollevticn.

Sivcersly yours,

CGPEEH




Appendix H

Contemporary account of Theodore Roosevelt’s accession
to the presidency, from The Illustrated Buffalo Express,
September 15, 1901
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ROOSEVELT QUICKLY SWOR
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Tassdors Roodsavalt, President of the
TUaited States, arrived [n Buffalo at L
_oclock yesterday afterncon. He drofe

directly to the betne of Ansley WilcoX,
~mt the cornar of Delawars Avenoe apd

Nezih Street, and thence straight 1o the

MUborn boma, oot of roxpect to the mem-

OFy of the dead Prestdent. From the Mil-

burz bome he returned to the Wileox

house, whars, at $15 a'clock, he took the
oath of ofice xa Prutde?t of (b4 Uajted

* Btates,
| *1 4o nelemanly gwear n,n T wili fayeh-

The. new Chief Executive de=<
clares he will follow in the
- Footsteps of McKinfey.

TOOK OATH AT WILCOX HOME

Brought to Buffalo at u_tmoét Speed
from Mount Marcy in the
Adirendacks. .

NO EXTRA CONGRESS SESSION

After consulting the Cablnet the President decides
such a Course Is not necessary—Talk '
with Sccretary Root

Quiry as to the welfare of Mrs. McKinley.
He oxpressed s hope that anything be
could de In har Drreavement would e told
to him immediatety, Col. Biogham re-
teived bim and they want together iato
the Joom where Seeretary Cortelyou was
walling. At 255 o'clock Presidant Boose-
relt emerged from the Milburn hooss sad,
scoompinied by Mr, Wilcox, returned to
the house wiich was meds bistoric hall
sn hour later by the fact that Iz fts Ui-
brary a President of the United Blates
took ths oath of oMos

K

(N AS PRESIDENT

relaTy Boot. Then his volce broks, his
syes flled with tears, his 1ips quivered
#2 that-he ¢ould not continus his Ktier-
ance, bis bead bowed and he wept. Othern
prefent burst {nto tearn Twd gTeat drops
coutsed down the cheeks of the succes-
sor to the man then Iying cold (n death
2 the MAburs home, Il was inost aflect-
fog. Finally, Mr. Root thraw back his
bead, as It with greai effort, sand after
txice endewvoring to fesvme nad twice
fulllng because of his emotion, he saia:

“l have Been requested oo bebalf of
ths Cabinet of thr Iate Fresident, at teast
those wko are present In Bulalo, all ex-
eept twa, to request that fof reascns of
weltht sffectiog the affalrs of goT¢rdnent
you shanld procetd to take the Copsti-
taticaal onth af i’rulae:z +f the Unfted
States™

There wad & memnn psuse.  Then
Judge Hazel, who bad atepped to the rear
of the President, moyed forward to the
sid¥ ot SECRuﬂ' Root and !ll:ed Pres]-
deptl R oo B
Ugntly the lapel of biz own coat with
hia Fight hand, spoks ju & volce that was
low a2d wavering for & moment, but then
Qeep and sirony.

*1 ahall take ihe oath at once,™ ha
safd, “in sccordemes with yOUT request,
and 15 this bour of duep atd territie na-
tiepal bereavement 1 wisk 1o etate that
1t ehall be Wy &iG 14 contlads absolute-
1y uohroken the Pélicy of Prosident Mc-
Kisley for the pehcs and prodpertly of
our belorad country.”

AF he ceamcd Speakibg the President
slePPed farthes DACK Into the by win.
dow. Judge Hurei took up the Comgtitn-
tohal oath of Ofich which bad been pre-
pared ¢n parchment

“Pleass ratie yoir right hand a3d re-
pest after me,” sald Judew Fazel. Thers
wis A pause l-nd L3 luh ke the allence
of deuth.

*I do aolamaly n-r. M the fudee

1 do r ntmnlyn'u-r. u!ﬂ the Prest
dapt. .

“—that T w31l m:: Tty mh—" atd
the Judge.

*—that I will mu:m.zy .:u u[-—"nu
the Presidant, -

“—thy office of h-m-u ot {he Yoited
Bistes—" maild t.hc .luln. |Lmvtr s’ eol-

a—— .

oath, The® he put on his allX bat (ko baa
Alpcarded the ol Boosevelt campalpz hat)
£04 turniog to Ba¢retary Root aald: ~Let
s taks u Uitle walk It will do us both
good®

“Gladly,” m!d Becretary Roof, and to-
xother ther walked out o0 the veranda

“Mr. Prestdeat, ant T go along with

yon?™ ssked Mr. Wilcox, Lis hoat.
» 1 sm golog to take m whort wulk
up the steeet with facretary Boot 3nd
will rotura =gafn shordr,™ waid the
Presldeat

When be arrived at the foot of the
walk by the pavement. thoae of the crowd
who bad lcgered gpava bhim a hearty
greeting. A coupls of policemen and Bov-
eral datectives fn  cilizen clothes #p-
proached the President and started to
follow Bim scd tha Becretarr of War.
Mr. Loab, the Presideat's secretary, was
atanding vear-by and tke Presldent torn-
od 10 Him and asked him {0 gay that he
did not desirs any protection

*T @ mot want Lo establiab the proce-
dent of golng abont goarded,™ said tha
Preatdent.

The pollcemen and tbhe dotectives
toyched thelr Bets mnd stepped back as
1f to 1esve Bim. Befors the Presldent bad
gone 100 yards Dalectives Devine aud
Heautelt were walilng $uil bebipd bim
#nd eecrst-vorvics men whe bad crossed
the wtreet and Bsatened by wers walking
ahead of him, while other dstactives Were
walking oD Lha epposite side of the utreet
paraticl with bim. It te determined that
overy saferuard shall bs taken for the
wellars of the Precidest. The twe dis-
tiogulshed man atlracted 1litla aticotion
until thay drew mear the polles lines at
the corner of Delaware 22 Highland ave-
ausy, almost within aight of 1he MIVburn
home,” There (ke President shook handa
with Becrsiary Root snd sai¢ good-bye
for the afferason.

Tho erowd standing Dear-by recogmlzed |
1be President and |mmedistsly bes was
surronnded. Quick ay was ths crowd. the
polics wers quicker. They drove the|
trowd back and the Prasient sccom- |
panisd by Col. Blogham, ald to the Prest. \

€1t ot Ahs Uniieh Bintes, who had notie.
o and folned him. walked back Detsware
Aveaas o the Filrsx home wiyh tho ds- |

- WPKINLEY'S BODY TO LIE IN THE CITY HALL
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L aiipoeouts-the nmce OF fyrantdec, oi1is’
Unitat Btates, and will, td the best of my
abllity, preserve, pfotect famd detend the
Couatitation of the United States.”

“And thus do I swear,” gaiq ths Preal-
dent.

Befers rafalog biv hand he eata: T
aball take the oath at onDce fn pecordanca
with the request of the Cabinet to me, and
in this hour ef deep and tarrible aational
berexvement I wish 4o sinte that it shall
ba ty ai{m to continue absalutaly unbrok-
en the poliey of Prosldent McKinley for
the peace and prosperity and henor of our
beloved eountry.®

Alter taking the cath President Roose-
¥olt conferred with 1he members of the
eabinct. After bis meeting with them ha
said: “Followlag out ths brisf statement
1 zinde when taking the oxtb, that I would
' tollow the mdministrative Iine laid dows
i by Presidest McKinley, I requeated the
| members of the Cabinat who srs present
tto remain fn thelt ponltfous at loant for
Tthe present They bavs apsured me that
they wiil axd I sy say that T have as-
aurzotes alse from thy abeent mem-
Bers.”

Prestdent Rocsavelt waa anked whether
aa ertra wession of Congress would be
talled by him and Ba aald 1o substsnce
that thera was 2o fuodimentsl law re-
quiriax the calling together of Congress
ugen the maccexslon of ika Vice Prestdeat
to the Presideacy and after comagliaticon
| with the Cabiset they dad decided that oo
i such extra session would be called The
FPreajdent then weat for a short walk
with Secrstuty-of-War Root sed upon b
rators Lo the Wilcox house grested & fow
perstanl friends azd spent the remaloder
of tha day thers. He will aitend tbe fu-
osra] servicos at the Miiburn homsa st
I e'clock this morninx, will remaln hers
todny and expects to loavs for Washing-
ton with the focers} train when It da-
parts tomarrew morning.

The ceramony nf admizisteriny the vath
of ofice was most {mbrassive. A great
ctowd gmtherod la frout of the Wilcox
! home, iong befors tha krrival of Presi-

dent Rooxarelt Jo the city. Whan ie ape
" poared, driving 1o & carviage with Ansler

Wilcax and his secretary, Willlam Loeb, p

thers was » htub, then s hearty chesr
std then respectful sllance as the Presi-
dent borrisd tato Mr. Wilcox's Boms lo
prepare for Ry visit to the Miiburs
hotze, Hae had coms from ithe station
surrounded by aoldiery, the sigual corps
under Col. W. H. Chaptn, of Gen, Roa's
staf?, ridiog ahead of him with maouwied
police on elthar sids, Detactives Devioe
and Henstslt from Polies Headquarters
In & carriage belind Wm and secrat-sary-
lee vaon intersparsed througheut the es-
tort.

When the Frealdeat saw thls sacort Ia
front of the Wilcex home he asked that
1t sheuld not 8c00ZAPARY Mm ox his visit
to the Milbure house. If was ihs ident!-
eal ascort which had sccompanfed ths
dead President {n bis publio sppesrances
{io this ctty. He emergsd from the Wil-
enx home at 330 o'clock, sntersd the car-
riagy of Georgs L. Willlams with Ansley

: Wilcox, mad drove out Delawars Avenoe
:through the guard ropes sed stopoed 10
' froat of the Milburn houss. He stepped
" out of the cxrrizge and stood sract fac-
“lnx the bouse. Hwe wors a black frock
suit and & Bigh bat. Belors taking a step
j toward ihe hotses he removed his hat and
!then waiked swiftly op the spprosch and
' iste the froat deor.
His Brst quastion waa 3 silcitons i3-

mantlon of the Celeninl styla. Tt was
‘built years ago ind lands on high grovsd
back from the stTeel, on property once
belobgitg to the United Elates Govers-
fent ssd nped kb one time for aa army
hosdquartcrs. The reom in which (ke
oath of office was takex s celled high n
dark cak. The ficor ia heavily polished
and tke only reltsf Is & bay window pret-
tiiy set 15 palms awd adoroed with stais.
ad glaws. Tt wis 1a thia embrasurs that
the Prosident stosd when the oath wag
admiatutered,

Ouinida the houas tha eignal corps, in
full-dress mpiform surmounted with gold-
en plumes, was drawn up =&t sttention
wlong the east curd of Delaware Arenus.
Mounied Police fanked them on the sotih.
Patrolmen wers stationed &t [ntervls
along the sidewalk and were on gusrd
about the lawo. United Siaten Botret
Bervice dslecllvea wers on guard in the
verards and at a1l the sitrabess and ex-
ite. The mews bad spread rapldly that
tbe Presidant was about to taks the cath
#0d il thoroughifares in tha wicisity of
ths Wlcox kome wars Alled with pedpls
horrying thither.

Only & favered few were permiited to
exter tha Louse, The Sret to snter were
Taited-Siaten-Hegator Churncey M. Dp-
paw, Mr. aad Mre. Jobz Q. Milburn, Mr.
4nd Mra. Carlstou gprague, Judga Halghe
of tas Cocrt of Appeuls, Coorge 5. Met-
calfe, Ore Park, Masn and Btocklon,
of the purgeors who sitsnded the dead
Prestdont fa the closing scengs of his tife,
Joha N, fcatehard, D7, and Mra. Charles
Cary. R. €. Beatcherd, Wlillam JeZers,
oficisl stenagrapher of the United Btates
Benate: snd Jodge Jobo B Haxel of the
Toited Biates District Court, who admin-

g, e

Stater—"" repeated pibe Prasldent with
even greater wlemyily.

S—and wil), e b t of may abiltity,”
—mid the jodge. N

“—ad will to th Tt of my abllity*
—rapaated the Fre :n

"-praserve, protdl nd do!end.
the Judgs. - ’

"-préseres, protagt gnd dafend,”—aats
tho President. - -~

“—the O of  ths Tnlted
Btates.”"—sald the Jdige.

T Sethe ConsUtutha of the Unlied
suten"—-um um Prrident, “and thus I
avar.”

The right hand, which he had held on
high ne be took the ofth of office, dropped
ta bis side. His bead bowed nzd his chin
Tested on bis treask . ALl preseot tn-
stinctively ioclned fheir heads mu i in
the presence of & majesly and & power
beyond the might of wen and ibe fnsgd-
tutlons of governned . For almost iwe
miwutes, It srémed mick longer, the new
President of the Units. Statts atood thas,
with head bowed and eres cloeed, ax It
offsring lemt prulr.l . LN

Jedgs Aasel troks [be ailescs,.oayiog:
“Mr, Puﬂdnt. ple .gucn your dc-
sature.” ;’

Tho Preardect !w ug arssd ton
wmalt table near-by, 4 taking therefrom
& pen, wrota kt ihe Jottom of the docu-
fent, (o & frm dand,;tha words, “Thea-
Qoro Roosewslt”’ Blilfmo one morved. All
ware wutching the sécae (o the bay win-
daw, Ex RIS

T should WXa“ts 1o the mmbou of
the Cablnst a .5 mozents after the oth-
aTe retire” sald ‘the Sressdeit, ahd this
wiy Lthe signal for o who had been

istored tha cath. The of tha
Cabinat presest ware Becretary-of-War
Rnot. HBecratary-of-Nary Loag, &craury.

Taterior Hitchcock,
a} Bmith, agd Bour-ta.r:r—oi—!a“ﬂur Wi
son. 'The dnly others ia the hours at the
time 6f the adminfstering of the oath
ware Mr. and Mre. Acsley Willcos, Mg
Wilcox, thiee newspapsr FepTosentatives,
the msscret-garvice detectives, aud . the

hold 4 v to the

o#w Prasident Losb and Bsoretary to the
iate Fresidant Corielyos also Wers pres-
st

The party gathared {n the Library, The
Presidant wtocd {n the bay windew. He
seetied almont nervous, His right bagd
placked at the lapel of his cost snd he
tapped sbarply on the hardwood Hoor
with bis hasl, The membets of the Cabi-
xat siood an sltder sids pedr the Premi-
dent. Ha steppsd cver once to Becty-
tary Bogt aad tor Ave mioutes they talk-
oX sarnestly tn Jow tonss while tkose {2
tha room walted. Tae quostlon ey ware
dissusaing was whatker the President
should first siga as cath of ofice and
then be sworn in or whether he shonld
swear in firat mod elgn the oath Iater,
Thelr convsrsation suded at 3132 oclock
and Estretary Root steppsd forward as
Presideat Hoossvelt stepped backward
And they stood facitg tach other in thae
bay window. Absolute sllence pervadod
the vasen A4 stray bird had perched sn
the window Jedge and it was chirplng and
fuettering. The President half turned and
Flasged toward the stained-glass windew
and then faced Escreiary Root. Those
around them presysd forward, trowdlsg
about In & qmall semicireln

“Mr. Viow Prestdsnt—~I—L" begen Beoe

‘

& ¢ 2 A€ the ny to
retire T 3 .

The Presifent tarned o them as they
ware leaving aod said, ¥ith sometbing *
hix 514 wmile, “T will siake bands with
¥ou paapie gladly.” Hsfirst sheok hande
with the members of the Cablnet prasent,
clasping bands frst ofpll with Botretary
Root. Then ke lﬁmk&;dl with Benator
Depew, and - fnally & faw of the
gnests and ths umnmr-nm. The
gussts gatbarsd in othar'robms whils the
Cabluet conferred with the Presideat. It
was & long confefnnce, Sasticg neacty two
haura. Thiose onfside who had basx walt-
lag for & gllmpes of the Preatdsnt or for
sutne slgial thal the solap and moment-
TS CAreCteny Wad tverwera laft to stand
patiently. The sistubefs of the Cabinst
feft in & body. Tha Prepldent walked ton
ward the sntrenée with them s0d then
persusdad Becretary Reot to tarry with
him When waked sboit the eonforence
with tbe Cablinet the Preaident saldc

“Following out the bIlef sistamant I
made when taking the eath, that T wonld
fotlow the admictitratite lioe laid Jown
br F d Ir 3 the
members of.ths Cabiner,who are pressat
1o remala lo thefr positions, st least for
the prexent. They have tasured me that
ther will and 1may sax that [ hare a5
surances alsé Loz the abeeatl mombers
Thars is o fusdamentsl .law Tequiring
the calling of Contress tugether upon the
anccassion of a Vics President to the
Presidecey and atier conyubtatlon with
the Cabloel we Bare decided that no nuch
SILrs gesizon witl ba called”

The President thea frected a fow 4
his persocal frienis who bad bawn among

- : geoctives Bear it hand, and with Col
*mthe aﬂ!eu rnl g F'Seu at the Unitea

-Oeorge  Curt!s Treadwsil, hls former
military eseretaty at Albacy, clozs Lo

hind. He reached the Wilcox home betors |
§ a'clock and gretted thers Bobert B.‘
TRooserelt and others of bis family, with ,
& tew personal friends who Ead called !
during him absence. Hs welcomed wme-+

cordisily Director-Gepers! WilHum I..

of the Pa Exposl-

tion and arranged for a sacond vislt from
Mr. Bochansn <aring the evening, wt
which they discuesed matiers of intersat !
to them both.

The Wlleox home wae guerded duripg
the evening and throughout the night by
steret-sefvica men and police. President
Roosevelt personslly does not take Rina-
Br 1o tho idea of belog guarded. Hig
praference fa that bes shell be permitted
to go About unprotected. Rat those who
have the weltars of the President and the
Nation &t heart ere  determilned thet
hereafer thers whall be mothing Iackiiyg
wiich by Its presance cau prevent m ra-
mrreace of the deplorable events of &
watk kgo. Bo the President of the Unttea

ths witceases of the csremour of tha
G .

Btutes will be guarded not only during
hiy stay hare, but wiil ba preparty pro-
1ecied wharsver he may g0, and the Am-
srican peoble will underatand that this Is
doue fof Lhalr sakes ke wall e Bip owo

am sm®um mw |



Appendix 1 ‘

“No Picture Was Taken,” from Buffalo Courier, December
25, 1901,
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TION OF: 'I'HE OA'I‘H oxv OI‘FICF e

'ro ROOSEVELT A.'I"'\VIL—
; -":.:.' cox Hovsm.

i AT T ——

(44

.A. New York ma,n who, was' present
when Mr. ~Roosevelt: 'took ‘the: Presiden-
tial oath at the home of Ansley ’Wilco*c
in Buftalo, relates. this*‘-' RENRERE N

fl ihers T Ro "photGETADR 8T BXlStente

of any Vice-Preslident taking: the. oath
‘as President. - When Johnson succeeded
Juncoln -the. art of photography was not.
S0 swift as it {8 now. gen Arthur taolk.
.tho ocath as Garfield’s successor it was. in:
4 private house” No artist ,was present.-.}
“These facts were stated to Mr.-Rooses:
ivelt when _ he reached .Buffalo to become:
'President.. He was asked . if,' under. the .|
jclrcumstances, he would: permit & photo-‘
tgraph to be made: while Be: was” takinb
f:tha oath In Mr., Wilcox's house. .. .7,
At first- he..was .inclined: .to: protest.,
iAt the earnest’ solicitation. of | ", several

. could be. .

/Persons Wno were 10 De Dresent, ne: Nn-;
lally consented, but.it was with the dis.
itinct understanding :that -the hotogra-.
‘pher was to keep himself-in ‘the, . back-'
‘ground. - Nothing. was to."be: done’'which !
would mar. the dignity.-of.-the occasion.:
Secretary Cortelyou ‘was- 10 ‘arrange -that:!
_“A young man_ -who ‘had:acompanied:;
President MecXKinley on. -the . Cal tornia.I
trip, and . had been with - him in Bufialo:
up to the time of. the tragedy, .was ‘ge-.
lected " to photograph the. scene: In- «theJ
Wilcox residence.  He’ wa.a there with his]
camera. in .advance. <the. Rooaevelt
party and was concealed a8 well BE; he;

“When "he got there he tound another
‘onc of nis profession in the .room,: who
had: a camera big enough to take 0
skyscraper - Just how. he got.in .X shallj
not say, ut he was. not there. oﬂicially.*
However; ha inzisted on .remaining.... .

“Just as- Mr., Roosevelt. was a.bout to
take the oath- the. big camera. collapsed
and caused a _.racket ' This ‘naturally?
rgrated upon the occasion, and Mr.. Roose."
| velt, seelng the other camera,.permission?
| for whose Bresence there had been given 1
the, asked that' it.be:.removed.:. P
- .*And that is. why- there is: no picture
of that event,“except as-it 'was -mada’
rrom imagination of description, . It was;
a. matter of regret to thosa.who.  'ar-!

‘ranged for what would have:been:a his.'
torical picture, but they could ‘not. Insist, i
'and the opportunity. was lost,. . u
*I have never seen any- explanation ot:

it given, ‘although. 1o. secrecy. wag. en-g
joined, so.far- as I know. = RSN -
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Appendix J

Short-title list of books from the Wilcox library, now in the
possession of the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site Foun-

dation.

Pre-1901 Works

Addison, Joseph, Essays from the Spectator (London: Wm. Tegg, n.d.); in~
scribed "Ansley Wilcox, May 1893"

Brewster, Anne H.M., 5t Martin’s Summer (Boston, 1868); inscribed “Ta
Cornelia [Rumsey] on her fourteenth birthday April 18th, 1868, from
het Father”

Burlingame, Edward L., Art Life and Theories of Richard Wagner (New
York; 1875); inscribed “Cornelia C. Rumsey 1877"

Dante Alighieri, La Commedia di Dante Afighieri (Firenze, 1896); inscribed
“G.R. Wilcox from Ine [?) October 20th 1900”

Eadie, John, ed., A New and Complete Concordance to the Holy Scrip-
tures.... (New York: American Tract Society, n.d.); inscribed “Ansley
Wilcox 1879"

Emerson, Ralph Waldo, The Conduct of Life (Boston and New York, 1887);
inscribed "Grace Rumsey Wilcox, Dec. 16, 1887 AW.”

___, Essays: First Serfes (Boston, 1900}; inscribed "M.M. Wilcox [Ansley’s
sister, Mabel]

___, Essays: Second Series (Boston, 1898); inscribed "M.M. Wilcox 1900"

» Lectures and Biographical Sketchas (Boston and New York, 1887); in-
scribed "Grace Rumsey Wilcox Dec. 16, 1887 AW.”

___» Poems (Boston and New York, 1891); inscribed “M.M. Wilcox”

, Representative Men {Boston and New York, 1887); inscribed "Grace
Rumsey Wilcox Dec. 16, 1887 AW.”

___, Representative Man (Boston and New York, c¢.1883); inscribed "M.M.
Wilcox”

Farrar, EW., Seekers after God (London, 18886); inscribed “Grace Rumsey
Wilcox from Sallie Christmas Tree 1886"

Figuier, Louis, The Insect World.... {New York, 1872; inscribed “Grace Rum-
say St. Augustine Feb. 1878"

Fitzgerald, Edward, trans., Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam and the Salaman
and Adsal of Jami (New York:Thomas Y. Crowell, n.d.); inscribed
"Mabel McGhee Wilcox December 96 from K.AW.”

Gibbs, Alfred S., ed., Goethe’s Mother..... (New Yorlé, ¢.1880); inscribed
“M. Grace Rumsey New York April 27th 1983*

Green, John Richard, A Short History of the English Pecple {London and
New York, 1888); inscribed “Ansloy Wilcox 1892"

Holy Bible. (New York:American Tract Society, 1866); inscribed "Ansley Wil-
cox, New Haven, Conn., March 1st ‘69"

Hood, Thomas, Up the Rhine (Philadelphia: Porter & Coates, n.d.); in-
scribed "Ansley Wilcox 1872"

., The Poetical Works of ..., Vol. | (Philadelphia: Porter & Coates, n.d.);
inscribed "Ansley Wilcox 1872"

__. The Prose Works of..., Vols, I-/{ {Philadelphia: Porter & Coates, n.d.};
inscribed “Ansley Wilcox 1872"
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Irving, Washington, Wolfert's Roost and other papers.... {New York, 1855);
inscribed “Danl. H. Wilcox 1855

Loftie, W.J., A Plea for Art in the House, with spacial reference to the
economy of coflecting works of art, and the importance of taste in
education and morals (Philadelphia: Paonter & Coates, n.d.); inscribed
“Grace Rumsey September 2nd 1877"

Loweil, James Russell, The Bigelow Papers: Second Series (Boston,
1867); inscribed "I H Wilcox 1867"

Maseterlinck, Maurice, Wisdom and Destiny (New York, 1200); inscribed "G
R Wilcox 1901 Buffalo”

Martens, Marien, The Greater Glory (New York, 1894); inscribed “G.R. Wil-
cox March 15th 1884 Buffalo”

Morfill, W.R., The Story of Russia (New York and London, 1890); inscribed
"Grace Rumsey Wilcox May & June 1891 Half hour Re read 1911
Althorpe”

Motley, John Lothrop, History of the United Netherlands.... (New York,
1880), vol. | of four; inscribed “Grace Rumsey Buffalo Sept 21 1881"

Oliphant, Mrs., Royal Edinburgh: Her Saints, Kings, Prophets and Poets
(London and New York, 1891); inscribed "G R Wilcox Christmas
1894 from Eva”

Parkman, Francis, The Conspiracy of Pontiac and the Indian War after the
Conquest of Canada {Boston, 1882}, 2 vols.; inscribed “Ansley Wii-
cox from M.G.R. Oct. 1883 Read aloud Aug & Sept 1885 [and, vol.
{i] Sept Oct /85"

, A Half Century of Confiict (Boston, 1893), 2 vols,; inscribed “Ansley
Wilcox from G.R. Wilcox 1893"

___, La Salle and their Discovery of the Great West (Boston, 1882); in-
scribed “G.R. Wilcox”

___, Pioneers of France in the New World (Boston, 1882); inscribed
“Ansley Wilcox 1883 from M G R Began reading aloud Nov 23-85
Ended Dec 19, 1888"

Saintsbury, George, A Short History of French Literature {(Oxford, 1892); in-
scribed “Grace Rumsey Wilcox Christmas 1894 from Mary”

Shelley, Percy Bysshe, The Poetical Works (London: R. & A. Suttaby,
n.d.}; inscribed "M. Grace Rumsey Ryde, Isle of Wight Juns 1879"

Wheeler, Benjamin Ide, Alexander the Great.... (New York and London,
1900); inscribed "Ansley Wilcox Dec. 1501"

Wood, Charles, Saunterings in Europe (New York, c.1882); inscribed “M.
Grace Rumsey 1882"

Post-1801 Titles

Bacon, G.W.,, & Co., Bacon’s Elementary Relief Atlas

Barnes, Earl, Woman in Modsrn Society (New York, 1912); inscribed “G R
Wilcox 1913"

Brion, Marcel, Attifa, the Scourge of God (New York, 1928); inscribed “G R
Wilcox August 1st 1929”

Cook, R.J., pub., One Hundred and One Famous Poems {Chicage, 1924);
inscribed "G R Wilcox Dec 16th 1926 from Mrs. Fleming”

Dana, Richard Henry, Hospitable England in the Seventies (Cambridge,
1921); inscribed “Ansley Wilcox March 1521"

George, W.L., Literary Chapters (Boston, 1918); inscribed "G.R. Wilcox
April 12, 1918...."

Gissing, George, By the fonjan Sea {New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons,
n.d.); inscribed “G R Wilcox 1917”

Guitboa, Marguerite, Life of Adrienne d’Ayen, Marquise de La Fayetite
(Chicago, ¢.1918}); inscribed “G R Wilcox™

Hall, Josef Washington (Upton Close], Erminent Asians: Six Great Per-
sonalities of the New East (New York and London, 1929); inscribed
“G R Wilcox September 29th 1929 Althorpe”

Hind, C. Lewis, Days in Cornwalf (New York and London, 1907); inscribed
“G R Wilcox Christmas 1807 from Ruth”
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Howe, P.P.,, Dramatic Portraits {New York, 1913); inscribed “G R Wilcox,
January 1916"

Hutchinson, A.S5.M., Once aboard the Lugger: the History of George and
his Mary (New York, ¢.1908); inscribed "G R Wilcox Althorpe 19117

"lconoclast,” England'’s Labour Rulers (New York, ©.1924); inscribed "G R
Wilcox, Althorpe, Sept. 1924" :

Langford, Joseph H., Japan of the Japanese (New York, 1914); inscribed
"Grace Rumsey Wilcox August 1916 Althorpe”

Lippman, Walter, A Preface to Morals (New York and London, 1814); in-
scribed "Frances Wilcox Cooke from Nina November 16th 1914"

McCabe, Joseph, The Tyranny of Shams (New York, 1917); inscribed
"Grace Rumsey Wilcox July 28th Althorpe”

Moore, Paul Elmer, Shelburne Essays (New York and London: 1910); in-
scribed “G R Wilcox™

Muir, John, The Mountains of California (New York, 1911); inscribed “Grace
Rumsey Wilcox Pasadena March 1612"

Ravenal, Mrs. St. Julien, Charleston, the Place and the People (New York,
1908); inscribed “Grace Rumsey Wilcox”

Rea, Lilian, The Enthusiasts of Port-Royal (New York, 1912); inscribed “G
R Wilcox December 1912"

Schevill, Ferdinand, The History of the Balkan Peninsula (New York,
€.1922); inscribed "Grace Rumsey Wilcox June 1928, Althorpe”

Sedgwick, Henry Dwight, Marcus Aurelius, a Biography..... (New Haven
and London, 1921); inscribed ‘G R Wilcox January 1922"

Stearns, Harold, America and the Young Inteflectual (New York, ¢.1821); in-
scribed "G.R. Wilcox Feb, 19227

Williams, H. Noel, Madame du Barry (New York, 1909); inscribed "Wilcox”
Wilson, Woodrow, in Qur First Year of War: Messages and Addresses....

(New York and London, 1918); inscribed “G R Wilcox Brown's Mills
March 1918"

Woodberry, George E., Nathaniel Hawthorne (Boston and New Yatk,
¢€.1902); inscribed "G R Wilcox from L. E. December 16th 1926

‘Hawthomne’ prepared for Class—paper read April 4th 1927 by Evelyn R.
L[ord]...."



As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has
responsibility for most of our nationally owned public lands and natural and cultural
resources. This includes fostering wise use of our land and water resources, protecting our
fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and
historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The
department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works 1o ensure that their
development is in the best interests of all our people. The department also promotes the
goals of the Take Pride in America campaign by encouraging stewardship and citizen
responsibility for the public lands and promoting citizen participation in their care. The
department also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and
for people who live in island territories under U.S. administration.
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