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I am pleased to send you copy no. of our HOLIDAY AND VACATION PLANNING GUIDE 
to the Federal Parks of the Southwest. It was prepared by our Public Affairs Office to help you 
present more accurate and up-to-date information about the areas we administer to the people 
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This Guide is part of our RIGHT AROUND HOME program, an effort we began two years ago to 
encourage fuel conservation by holiday and vacation travelers. We stress the great areas, preserved by 
your federal government, that are within a tank of gas of where you live. They are not all Yellowstones 
or Statues of Liberty . . . but each has been set aside by the President or the Congress because of unique 
values of national significance. Collectively, they are the greatest tourist attraction in America today. 

We sincerely hope that you will contribute to this effort to conserve fuel by encouraging the people 
you serve to consider the RIGHT AROUND HOME approach to their holiday and vacation travel this 
year. 
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The red bluffs, high above the Canadian 
River, held a secret which proved to be a 
most important discovery by ancient 
Americans in the Texas Panhandle. 

12,000 years or more ago, small bands 
of nomadic hunters passed through the area 
in search of wild game which was abundant 
in this region. Animals which today are 
extinct, such as mammoth and camel, 
roamed side by side with bison, pronghorn, 

and deer which are still found locally. 
These hunters used sharp-edged stone 

weapons shaped from rock such as 
obsidian, quartzite and flint. They were 
important commodities and they carried 
them with them wherever they went. 

Temporary camps were established 
and the hunters would leave to stalk the 
game, turning at night with their kill. 
Perhaps it was one of these hunting 

expeditions which first stumbled on to the 
secret which was to help provide them 
with a living and a commodity to trade to 
other bands of hunters. This was the 
multi-colored Alibates flint. 

In the following years, over 500 small 
quarry pits were dug to expose the 
unweathered flint so vital to their 
existence. 

Today you can take a guided tour into 

this area which was so important to these 
people of the past. 

It has been set aside by your 
government and is being preserved for your 
enjoyment by the National Park Service as 
the Alibates Flint Quarries and Texas 
Panhandle Pueblo Culture National 
Monument. 

ALIBATES FLINT QUAR RIES National Monument, Texas 
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What To See and Do 
The Monument is undeveloped, but 

you may visit the quarry pits on guided 
walking tours conducted by Park Rangers. 
They begin at the Bates Canyon Informa­
tion Station, off State Route 136 and are 
limited to not more than 20 persons. 
Between Memorial Day and Labor Day, 
tours leave the Information Station at 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Off-season tours may be 
arranged by writing to the Superintendent, 
Lake Meredith Recreation Area, P.O. Box 
1438, Fritch, TX, 79036. 

Nearby Attractions 
Lake Meredith Recreation Area. Here a 
variety of outdoor activities are offered, 
especially during the summer months, 
including boating, swimming, camping, 
hunting, exploring and nature study. 

Facilities are available for boat laun­
ching, boat storage and picnicking. There 
is a marina with a snack bar at Sanford-
Yake, near the dam. 

The Panhandle Plains Historical Mu­
seum contains exhibits of archeological 
material of this region and a model of 
what a Panhandle Pueblo structure may 
have looked like. On the campus of west 
Texas University in Canyon, TX, 16 miles 
south of Amarillo on State 217 just east 
of U.S. 87. 

Palo Duro Canyon State Scenic Park, 
south of Amarillo and west of Canyon on 
State Highway 217. The area is famous 
for its sheer cliffs of bright red color. 
Facilities for scenic auto tours, hiking, 
camping, picnics, horseback rides and 
nature study. 

Buffalo Lake National Wildlife Re­
fuge, 12 miles southwest of Canyon. 
Canada geese, pintails, mallards and bald 
and golden eagles winter here. Open daily, 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

How To Gel There 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument 

is located in the north-central section of 
the Texas Panhandle. It is reached over the 
Alibates Road; the Bates Canyon Informa­
tion Station is 5 miles west of State Route 
136. The intersection of the Alibates Road 
with State 136 is 32 miles north of Amar­
illo, 6 miles south of Fritch and 18 miles 
south of Borger. 

Stay a While 
Overnight facilities are available in Fritch, 
Borger, Sanford, Dumas, Amarillo and 
other surrounding towns. 

Primitive and semi-developed camp­
grounds are available at Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area. 

Nearby towns also have private 
campgrounds with trailer hook-ups. 

For Meals and Snacks 
There is no food service available in the 
Monument. Good restaurants are found 

in the nearby communities and snacks 
can be purchased at the Sanford Yake 
Marina at Lake Meredith. 

The Weather 

Overall, the climate is pleasant. Summer 
highs are in the 90's, winter lows in the 
teens. Occasionally a visit is marred by 
temperature extremes or severe weather 
conditions. The average annual rainfall 
is only 20 inches; there may be several 
snows during a winter. 

Need To Know More? 

Alibates Flint Quarries — A History Sketch 
Mimeographed FREE 

For your copy write to Alibates Flint 
Quarries National Monument Information, 
c/o Lake Meredith Recreation Area, P.O. 
Box 1438, Fritch, TX, 79036. 

For Your Safety 

Please be careful on the trail. Loose rocks 
make for unsure footing and steep slopes 
add to the chances of a fall. 

High-topped shoes or boots and a 
canteen of water are recommended for 
your safety and comfort. 

Some forms of wildlife can be dan­
gerous in close contact. Keep an eye out 
for rattlesnakes, skunks, porcupines and 
other creatures which might spoil your 
visit. Remember that many wild animals 
may harbor diseases which could harm 
you or your family, don't pet an animal 
which seems friendly. 

This is dry country, and many plants 
have sharp thorns. Be especially careful of 
cactus, yucca, goatheads and sandburs. 

Just a Few Rules ! 
You won't have a good time if our Rangers 

have to remind you about rule infractions. 
So for your fun, and ours, keep these few 
rules in mind: 

The rocks are a natural resource. 
Please do not remove them from the 
Monument. 

The Monument is a wildlife sanc­
tuary. That means you cannot molest 
or disturb any of the wildlife in any way. 

The presence of firearms is prohibited. 
Pets are not allowed on the trail. 

Arrange some method to allow your pets 
the most comfort for the time you are on 
the trail. 
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To control flooding and for general water 
conservation, the governments of Mexico and 
the United States cooperativley dammed the Rio 
Grande 12 miles upstream from Del Rio, Texas, 

and Ciudad Acuna, Coahuila. Behind the dam, 
the Rio Grande backed up a beautiful, clear lake 
some 74 miles long, the third-largest interna­
tional man-made lake in the world. 

Around the Unites States' shore, the Na­
tional Park Service was given the responsibility 
of managing the facility for the use and enjoy­
ment of all our people. 

A MISTAD Recreation Area, Texas 
What To See and Do 

Water-oriented recreation is the attraction of 
Amistad Recreation Area. You can boat, scuba 
dive, fish, and swim. Camping is provided so you 
can enjoy the water sports. And to enhance your 
visit, the National Park Service offers a variety of 
interpretive programs. 

Boating. Flooding of this country opened 
up to the boating and sailing public many areas 
that were once part of large private ranches. In­
cluded are interesting canyons with strange rock 
formations, lake side caves with 7,000-year-old 
paintings by prehistoric Indian inhabitants, the 
Rio Grande canyons at the west end of the re­
servoir, and short sections of the beautiful Devils 
and Pecos Rivers. 

Fishing. The principal sport and eating fish 
are bass, channel catfish, yellow catfish, crappie, 
sunfish and carp. The season is open and year­
long, but it's at its best in spring and early sum­
mer. A Texas license is required and all State 
regulations must be obeyed. A Mexican license 
is required for fishing in Mexican waters. Com­
mercial fishing is prohibited. 

Swimming. You can swim anywhere at 
your own risk, but for your convenience, a pub­
lic beach with shelters, tables, restrooms and a 
diving float is located at the east end of the dam. 

Scuba Diving. Amistad is generally consid­
ered a clear water lake with good fresh water 
visibility. Divers must have certification from an 
approved diving organization, a diving buddy, 
and display a diving flag. Diving is not permitted 
in harbors, swim beaches or around docks. Check 
with a Ranger for up-to-date information and 
requirements. 

Water Skiing. You can water ski during day­
light hours provided there is a competent ob­
server in the boat in addition to the operator. 
Water skiers must wear an approved lifesaving 
device. Skiing is not permitted in channels, within 
500 feet of harbors, swimming beaches or mooring 
areas, or within 100 feet of any person in the 
water. 

Camping. You may camp anywhere along 
the shore line below the maximum flood pool 
level (the 1144.3 contour line). The Park main­
tains primitive campgrounds. Commercial camp­
grounds are located near Diablo East, Pecos 
Canyon and the Pecos ramp. 

Hunting. Dove, quail, and waterfowl may be 
hunted in accordance with Texas law and seasons 
in areas opened and so designated by the Park 
Superintendent. There is a special season for bow 
hunting of deer. 

Interpretive Programs. The National Park 
Service offers visitors a variety of programs at 
various times and places. Schedules are available 

at Headquarters. These activities include audio­
visual programs, guided tours (led by a Ranger 
Patrol Boat) and nature walks. 

Nearby Attractions 
The Bronze Eagles, placed on the dam to signify 
the friendly cooperation between Mexico and the 
United States. 

"Tlaloc," the large stone carving of the 
Aztec Rain God, located at the west end of the 
Dam on the Mexican side. 

"Playa Tlaloc," just off the Dam on the 
road to Ciudad Acuna. It includes a beach area, 
docks and boat gasoline, and a motel. 

The Whitehead Memorial Museum in Del 
Rio. Formerly an old trading post, it presents a 
variety of frontier artifacts. 

The Val Verde Winery. Ancestors of the 
present owners brought the vines from Italy in 
the 1880's and it was for years the only opera­
ting winery in Texas. 

The Judge Roy Bean Exhibit, Langtry, 60 
miles west of Del Rio on U.S. 90. 

Seminole Canyon State Archeological Park, 
40 miles west of Del Rio on Highway 90 on the 
Seminole Canyon branch of Lake Amistad. 

Gudad Acuna, Mexico, sister city of Del 
Rio, just across the Rio Grande. It offers curio 
shops, restaurants and motel accommodations. 

How To Get There 
Amistad Recreation Area is located on the Rio 
Grande, 12 miles northwest of Del Rio. It is 
reached over U.S. 90 (San Antonio is 153 miles 
to the east, Van Hom, 305 miles to the west) and 
U.S. 277 (Sonora is 90 miles to the north, Eagle 
Pass, 56 miles south). 

Slay a While 
Hotels, motels and restaurants are available in Del 
Rio, Texas, and Ciudad Acuna, Mexico, just 
across the Rio Grande. 

The Park maintains campgrounds at Rough 
Canyon and Diablo East, and you may camp 
anywhere along the shoreline below the max­
imum flood-pool level. 

For Meals and Snacks 
There are no food concessions in the Park, but 
service is available in Del Rio. 

The Wealher 
Summers are hot, July thru September the hottest. 
Daytime temperatures vary from the high 90's to 
he low 100's. 

March through June and October through 
most of December are the most pleasant months. 

From December thru February it is gener­
ally cold, with temperatures in the low 30's at 
times. 

Most of the rainfall comes as violent thun­
derstorms. Winds are generally from the south­
east in the summer and northwest in winter. 
They vary in intensity up to 28 mph, gusting to 
30. Higher wind speeds generally are during the 
winter storms. 

Storms occur suddenly, so use caution, 
judgment and watch for storm warning flags at 
the major launch ramps. 

Consider Off-Season 
Amistad is considered excellent for water-ori­
ented recreation 9 months of the year. Decem­
ber thru February will occasionally have temper­
ature drops to the low 30's. 

Need To Know More? 
If you have specific questions, write to Amistad 
Recreation Area Information, P.O. Box 1463, Del 
Rio,TX78840. 

For Your Safely 
The sudden windstorms cause heavy waves, 
making it a difficult lake for boats under 16 feet 
in length. 

Be sure you have adequate life jackets on 
your boat and wear them. 

Amistad is the home of rattlers, coral 
snakes and copperheads, scorpion, tarantula, 
black widow spider, brown recluse spider, ticks, 
wasps, and Javalina (wild pigs). The Javalina is 
particularly dangerous when they have young. 
Watch your dogs! 

If you hike, wear high top leather boots. 
Cacti and thombushes do have thorns. 

Do not eat any wild plant fruit unless you 
are sure what it is. Many wild fruits are poisonous. 

When hiking, watch for sharp and sudden 
drop-offs of the high cliffs. Some drop 100 or 
more feet into the lake. 

Watch for sink holes and caverns when 
hiking or walking at night. 

Good hiking boots are a necessity; the 
terrain is rough and broken rocks are sharp. 

Algae covered rocks or pavement is slip­
pery; watch your step. 

Water depth often varies from knee deep 
to over 100 feet in a very short distance; watch 
for sudden drop-offs when wading or swimming. 

4 5 



6 

You will find Arkansas Post National 
Memorial a pleasant, quiet, tree-shaded 
scenic spot overlooking the waters of the 
Arkansas River. It was created by an Act of 
Congress on July 6, 1960, to commemorate 
the establishment of the first semi-perma­
nent European settlement in the lower 
Mississippi Valley. 

What To See and Do 
As you drive through the park entrance, 
look for the small Visitor Center on your 
right. Stop here for a brief audio-visual 
message about the history of Arkansas 
Post. A few artifacts are on display and you 
can purchase appropriate publications. The 
attendant will answer your questions. 

Continue into the park on the en­
trance road. The right turn takes you to the 
25-site picnic area overlooking Moore 
Bayou, created by the damming of the 
Arkansas River. Until 1964, this was farm 
land. Straight ahead is the looproad into 
the historic zone. This road skirts a 7-acre 
artificial pond. 

In the historic zone is a half-mile foot 
trail leading to the archeological site of old 
Post of Arkansas and the Great Cross Ex­
hibit. The latter is a wooden cross that 
overlooks Post Bend, and has an audio-
message telling about Henry De Tonty's 
explorations in 1684 and the settlement 
he founded several miles downstream. 

Nearby Attractions 
You'll pass the Arkansas County Museum 
when you turn off Arkansas 1 onto 169 on 

The settlement here came under five 
flags: Bourbon France in 1680, Spain in 
1763, Republican France in 1800, the 
United States in 1803 and briefly under the 
Confederacy during our Civil War. The area 
was established as an Arkansas State Park 
in 1929 and turned over to the National 
Park Service in 1964. 

Stand at the Great Cross Exhibit and, 
in your imagination, think back to the time 
of the French explorers as they discovered 
the first high land as they paddled their 
canoes up the Arkansas from the 
Mississippi River. 

Stand quietly and remember what fol­
lowed: a thriving town and an important 

trading center, the seat of Arkansas 
County, the first meeting place of the 
Arkansas Territorial Legislature, the 
starting point for the first overland road 
into the interior of America, a river port of 
note. 
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ARKANSAS PO ST National Memorial, Arkansas 
your way to the Memorial. Here is a cluster 
of buildings representing a typical home­
stead of 1800, including the main house, 
kitchen, smokehouse, and carriage house. 
All except the carriage house are open, free 
of charge, and are furnished. Mothers will 
especially enjoy visiting the kitchen with 
its collection of early cooking utensils. 

Also on the Arkansas County Museum 
grounds is the Refeld-Hindman cabin, re­
located here from the old Arkansas Post 
State Park. It has been restored to its 
original appearance and furnished. 

A gallows is also on display, donated 
by the City of DeWitt. 

Navigation Pool 2 of the McClellan-
Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System 
has several recreation sites in the general 
proximity of Arkansas Post, at Dam No. 2, 
Notrebes Bend, Pendleton, Moore Bayou, 
Merrisach and Big Bayou Meto. Visitors 
will find picnicking and boat launching 
facilities at most, camping at some, and 
marinas at a few. Swimming and water 
sports are not possible, due to below-
health-standard water quality. 

No State Parks are nearby; the closest 
is Lake Chicot, about 70 highway miles 
south on the Mississippi River. Closer are 
several State wildlife management areas 
and the White River National Refuge, 

with some opportunities for fishing and 
hunting. 

How To Get There 
Arkansas Post National Memorial is located 
in the extreme southern part of Arkansas 
County, Arkansas, on a prominent penin­
sula overlooking the Arkansas River. It is 
reached by automobile over two-lane 
blacktop State highways. Arkansas 1, "The 
Great River Road," is a north-south artery 
that passes 3 miles west of the Memorial. 
A spur road, Arkansas 169, leads from 
Arkansas 1 directly to the Memorial. "The 
Great River Road," generally parallel to 
the Mississippi River, intersects with many 
major east-west highways. 

Stay a While 
The closest accommodations are in Gillett, 
9 miles north on Arkansas 1, and Dumas, 
14 miles south at the intersection of State 
54 and U.S. 65. 

Shoreside campsites are available 
along Navigation Pool 2, part of the Mc-
Clellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 
System. 

For Meals and Snaeks 
Food not available in the Park. We have 
the picnic sites but you will have to bring 
the lunch. The nearest restaurants are in 
Gillett and Dumas. 

The Weather 
The climate is moderate; the average 
annual temperature is about 62 degrees F. 
There are short periods of severe cold in 
winter and high temperatures in summer, 
often relieved by thunderstorms. (It's a 
good idea to have rainwear handy.) The 
average annual rainfall is about 43 inches, 
but droughts do occur in late summer and 
fall. Snowfall is light and remains on the 
ground for only a short time. Tornadoes 
are known to occur, but should not deter 
your visit. 

Consider Off-Season 
Peak travel months are may through 
August, with most people visiting on 
Sundays. Most visitors arrive between 1 and 
4 in the afternoon; as many as 400 persons 
have been counted during this period on 
peak days. In 1974, total visitation was 

48,740. About 1/5 of the visitors use the 
picnic facilities, mostly as family groups. 

Need To Know More? 
The Battle of Arkansas Post (1863), 
A Civil War Times reprint $.35 
The Colbert Incident, mimeo FREE 
Historical Notes, mimeo FREE 
TO ORDER, send stamps or coin to: 
Arkansas Post National Memorial, Infor­
mation, Gillett, AR, 72055. 

For Your Safely 
Please be careful around the water. The 
land slopes steeply down to the water's 
edge around most of the perimeter of the 
peninsula. The water is below State stan­
dards, so water recreation is prohibited. 
The pond, while small, only 7 acres, is 
deep, with depths averaging 12 to 20 feet. 

Drive carefully, as young visitors 
enjoying the Memorial may dart in front 
of your vehicle. Keep an eye on your 
children so they are not the darters. 

There is poison ivy in the woods. 
The entire region abounds with mos­

quitoes. Spray or roll-on repellent is a good 
idea. 

Skunks live in the Memorial. You 
know what they can do! 

Our wildlife includes three poisonous 
snakes: copperheads, cottonmouths and 
timber rattlers. To be safe, stay away from 
all snakes; above all, don't try to kill them 
if you spot one. They are protected, like 
all the wildlife in the park. 

Just a Few Rules ! 
You won't have a good time if our Rangers 
have to remind you about rule infractions. 
So for your fun, and ours, keep these few 
rules in mind: 

The park is a wildlife sanctuary. That 
means you cannot molest or disturb any of 
the wildlife in any way. The presence of 
firearms is absolutely prohibited. 

An Arkansas license is required for 
fishing. 

You may bring your pets, but you 
must keep them on a leash or otherwise 
restrained. 

Boat launching and other water 
sports is not permitted from the Memorial 
grounds. 

You can have a fire, as long as you 
build it in one of the grills provided in the 
picnic area. No fires anywhere else! 
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In spite of the name, Aztec Ruins National 
Monument has nothing to do with the 
Aztecs of Mexico. The name was 
mistakenly applied to these ruins by 
American settlers a century ago. The 

What To See and Do 
Whether your visit to Aztec is an exciting 
experience — as it can be — or not, will 
depend to a degree on your taking the time 
to learn a little of the great wealth of 
knowledge the archeologists have un­
covered about this community. The Visitor 
Center will make this possible. Exhibits 
will tell you a little about their architec­
ture, their way of life, and their relation­
ship with the other Indian people who 
live in this part of North America. You 
will see some of the things they made and 
used — pottery, baskets, stone tools, bone 
implements, woven fabrics and jewelry. 
The Ranger on duty is a trained interpre­
ter; hell be glad to answer your questions 
and help you better understand the com­
munity you are about to enter. 

Before leaving the Visitor Center, get 
a copy of the printed trail guide. You can 
purchase one and take it along when you 
leave, or you may borrow a copy and 
drop it off at the end of your tour. 

This was a large pueblo complex, 
built of hand-cut sandstone blocks laid in 

Anasazi, or ancient Pueblo Indians, built 
this dwelling. 

The pueblo was first built and 
occupied by people of the Chaco Canyon 
culture in the early 12th Century. For 

reasons not yet clear to us, they abandoned 
their village and it lay deserted for many 
years. In the 13th Century, the pueblo was 
reoccupied by people from the Mesa Verde 
area, before being again abandoned at the 
end of the Century. 

AZTEC RUINS National Monument, New Mexico 
walls 2 to 3 feet thick, with adobe mortar. 
One pueblo of this complex is a quadrangle 
of stone apartments three stories high, 
covering two acres. It contained 500 rooms 
averaging 10 to 12 feet, and was occupied 
by more than 1,000 people. 

A feature of Aztec is the restored 
Great Kiva. This is the only restoration 
of the giant ceremonial chambers in North 
America. It was restored under Earl H. 
Morris of the American Museum of Natural 
History in 1934. Excavation of the ruin 
had been completed under his direction 
between 1916 and 1921. As you enter this 
impressive chamber you can, with little 
imagination, feel something of the emotion 
of the people who used it 800 years ago. 

Nearby Attractions 
Since representatives of the Chaco Canyon 
and Mesa Verde cultures lived here; you'll 
want to visit these two National Park 
Service-administered areas. Chaco Canyon 
is located 65 miles to the south, via New 

Mexico Highways 44 and 57. Mesa Verde 
is 90 miles to the north, via U.S. 550 and 
160. 

Ten miles to the south, near Bloom-
field, is the Salmon Ruins, being developed 
by San Juan County. Excavation of this 
ruin is being carried out by Eastern New 
Mexico University. During the summer 
months you may see the archeologists at 
work. 

Other nearby attractions include the 
Bureau of Land Management's Angel Peak 
Recreation Area, Navajo Lake State Park, 
the Denver & Rio Grande Narrow Gauge 
Railroad, and the San Juan National 
Forest, with many opportunities for 
hiking, camping, skiing, hunting and 
fishing. 

How To Get There 
The National Monument is on the out­
skirts of the small city of Aztec in north­
western New Mexico. The town is served 
by U.S. 550, connecting Durango, Colo­

rado, and Framington, New Mexico. New 
Mexico 44 runs southeast 60 miles to 
Bernalillo, which is 17 miles north of 
Albuquerque on 1-25, providing access 
from the south. 

The National Monument is about 
3/4 mile off U.S. 550 on Ruins Road. 

Stay a While 

Motel accommodations are available in 
the city of Aztec and in Farmington, 
15 miles west. 

The city of Aztec operates a small 
campground about a mile from the Mon­
ument. Campgrounds are also available 
at Navajo Lake State Park, about 25 
miles east. 

For Meals and Snaeks 

Food service and grocieries are available 
in the city of Aztec. 

The Weather 
Summers in northwestern New Mexico are 
warm and dry, with high's in the upper 
90's and cool evenings. Afternoon and 
evening thunderstorms can be expected in 
late summer. 

Winters are cold, but not much snow 
falls. When the sun shines it is amazingly 
pleasant. 

Spring and fall are moderate but 
spring also brings heavy winds, up to 40 
MPH. 

Consider Off Season 

Peak visit months are June thru August, 
with as many as 800 people during a day. 

In spring and fall the weather is nice 
and the ruins uncrowded, contributing to 
an especially enjoyable experience. 

Need To Know More? 
Aztec Ruins Handbook $.62 
Aztec Ruins Trailguide $.26 

To order send a check payable to 
Southwest Parks and Monuments Associ­
ation to Aztec Ruins National Monument 
Information, P.O. Box U, Aztec, NM, 
87410. 

For Your Safety 

The 800-year-old walls of these prehistoric 
Indian ruins are held together with mud 
and crumble easiiy if disturbed. Please stay 
on the trails, and remain alert. Exercise 
individual caution for yourself and your 
children. Your safety and that of your 
children are of primary concern to us. 
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