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PREFACE 

Two current trends prompted the development of this catalog: shrinking 
budgets and the increasing scarcity and rising cost of Civil War unit 
histories and personal narratives. There is a tradition of resource 
sharing among libraries that is all the more vital when purchase power 
is low. This book is designed to be a tool for resource sharing among 
National Park Service Civil War areas. 

The format is based on Charles Dornbusch's Military Bibliography of the 
Civil War*. The best use of this guide favors possession of Dornbusch's 
reference work. For complete bibliographic citations, Dornbusch or some 
other source must be consulted. The short annotations refer to two 
major Civil War references: Coulter's Travels in the Confederate 
States* and Nevins, Wiley and Robertson's Civil War Books*. 

Very few manuscripts are included in this volume. Many of the parks 
have produced separate catalogs of manuscript materials. 

This catalog will be updated periodically with addenda. Holders of the 
catalog not on our limited mailing list should contact us directly for 
addenda sheets. 

Please note that this catalog was developed for internal National Park 
Service use only, and not for general distribution. 

Please submit additions, corrections or comments to: 

David Nathanson 
Harpers Ferry. Center 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 25425 
Telephone: 304-535-6371, Ext. 6493 

FTS 925-6493 

* See "Abbreviations" for full citations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

UNIT HISTORIES AND PERSONAL NARRATIVES: THE BENEFITS AND PITFALLS 

National Park Service Civil War historians and buffs, along with our 
constituency groups, are indebted to David Nathanson, Chief, Branch of 
Library and Archival Services, Harpers Ferry Center, and his staff for 
the initiative and hard work involved in compiling Sunshine and Shadows: 
A Catalog of Civil War Unit Histories and Personal Narratives. To 
accomplish this long-needed and worthwhile task, Dave Nathanson was 
assisted by the staffs of various Civil War and military-oriented parks 
and areas. These people provided him with titles of pertinent 
publications found in their libraries, as well as information on loan 
and copying policies. 

The Nathanson catalog will be a boon to those of us in the National Park 
Service involved in Civil War research and interpretation. Especially 
in these times of escalating prices of unit histories and limited 
budgets, it constitutes an invaluable bibliographic resource. 

In 1955, when I entered on duty at Vicksburg National Military Park, the 
area possessed a moderate library, housing just enough unit histories 
and personal narratives to whet my interest. But many important 
publications in these fields focusing on the Vicksburg Campaign were 
missing. In those pre-Dornbusch days, for my bibliographic searches, I 
was compelled to rely on the dated Bibliography of State Participation 
in the Civil War: 1861-1866 (Washington, 1913). To use this source, 
however, I had to visit the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History in Jackson, a roundtrip 90-mile drive. 

After securing the titles and call numbers of desired publications, I 
headed for the Vicksburg Public Library. Fortunately, Librarian Mary 
Sherard was interested in my research and championed her institution's 
inter-library loan service. On many occasions, during the next decade, 
Miss Sherard and her staff secured for me on inter-library loan from the 
Library of Congress and various state libraries as many as ten volumes 
at a time. But, as I was to learn, there were times when the requests 
were returned to Miss Sherard with the notation "not on shelves," "in 
the rare book collection," etc. Consequently, I know from experience 
just how valuable the Nathanson catalog will be to park historians and 
interpreters, particularly those in isolated areas with limited access 
to major research institutions and libraries giving high priority to 
their inter-library loan services. 

Dave Nathanson has asked me, as a veteran researcher, to share some of 
my experiences relating to "the benefits and pitfalls of using 
regimental and personal narratives as sources of Civil War history." 
Before delving into these frequently delightful and entertaining works, 
I first build a frame of reference on the subject being studied. To do 
so, I familiarize myself with information found in the Official Records 
and certain manuscript materials filed in the National Archives and 
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other repositories focusing on the subject that has aroused my interest. 
A review of the official correspondence, after-action reports, maps, 
compiled service records, letters, journals, diaries, etc., provides a 
framework against which to weigh the accuracy and objectivity of 
information found in unit histories and reminiscences. 

The need to have a frame of reference is dictated by human nature and 
the character of the veterans, be they Civil War or World War II. Old 
soldiers recall episodes touched with humor or pathos; remember vividly 
their unit's characters, the bold and the cowards, but soon forget the 
faceless majority; are jealous of their command's accomplishments, 
boasting of its gallantry and deeds, at the expense of other units in 
the same brigade or division. 

Care must be exercised to separate what the author or authors have seen 
from hearsay or rumor. In after years what was seen and heard 
frequently merge and become identical. Unless the researcher knows the 
unit, its personnel, and its movements, this can spell trouble. Ephraim 
McD. Anderson's Memoirs are justly valued as "among the best of all 
accounts relating to the south...," but they must be used with care. 
Anderson's description of the Pea Ridge geography and the fighting near 
Elkhorn Tavern, with which he was personally familiar, is colorful and 
accurate. His descriptions of the appearance and role of the Cherokee 
regiments in the battle, however, border on the bizarre. 

Unless you know that Anderson's unit was never in visual contact with 
the Cherokees, there is likelihood of falling into the same trap as Bell 
I. Wiley, the distinguished historian who first popularized the use of 
unit histories to tell of the common soldier's role in our war. In The 
Life of Johnny Reb, Dr. Wiley, quoting from Anderson, wrote: 

They" came" trotting by our camp on their Tittle 
Indian ponies, yelling forth their wild whoop.... 
Their faces were painted, and their long straight 
hair, tied in a queue, hung down behind. Their 
dress was chiefly in the Indian costume—buckskin 
hunting-shirts, dyed of almost every color, leggings, 
and moccasins of the same material, with little bells, 
rattles, ear-rings, and similar paraphernalia. 
Many of them were bareheaded and about half carried 
only bows and arrows, tomahawks, and war-clubs.... 
They were...straight, active, and sinewy in their 
persons and movements—fine looking specimens of the 
red man. 

People specializing in the history of the Five Civilized Nations know 
that Anderson let his imagination run riot and gave his readers a 
popular description of plains Indians. Actually, the enlisted men in 
the Cherokee Mounted Rifles were clad in linsey-woolsey, while the 
officers, many of whom were slave-owners, were attired in uniforms. The 
men were armed with shotguns or rifles. Many of them, like their white 
compatriots, had bowie knives stuck in their belts. 
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Then there is the situation exemplified by Matthew Hodgson's "Bampson's 
Legion: An Informal Study of Confederate Command," Civil War History, 
Vol. 6. This is a well known bibliographic hoax, and there are 
undoubtedly others in this category to guard against. 

The case for using unit histories and personal narratives in our 
research is, however, so overwhelming that time spent avoiding the 
pitfalls is reimbursed a hundred times. Information gleaned from these 
sources, besides humanizing your reports and broadening your audience, 
frequently provides the only information found on a detail or 
personality. Many times, they supply the missing piece to a complex 
puzzle. 

Edwin C. Bearss 
March 26, 1982 



u n u Tn TTCC T U T C ^ A T » i n r 

(R) = Reprint 
(P) = Photocopy 
(M) = Microfilm 

The NPS areas which have the 
book - Refer to the list of 
loan policies, 

Jones, J. Partly Cloudy: History of the HFC; |TWI 612 ** < 
253rd Wisconsin Volunteer Historians. FRSP(R) J^ 
(1893) [1863-65] m ^ 

Coulter 715 "A wonderful travelogue 

CWB "Embellished...full history" 
[Gettysburg; Virginia, Maryland] 

Information in brackets usually refers 
to the inclusive dates of the narrative 
and/or the geographic areas or battles 
covered; or the presence of significant 
illustrative matter. 

Quotations are taken from 
CWB (see "Abbreviations") 
only if they are clearly 
T \ / * \ O V T - - » t T O CSV" * ^ / > r T ' ^ ^ ^ • ^ t T » S 
[^ W O J . «- J . V \ - V - - JL. llCgOtlVCl 

Quotations taken from Coulter 
(see "Abbreviations") usually 
refer to the work's quality 
as a travel narrative, not a 
military history. 

Numbers are from Dornbusch (see 
"Abbreviations"). We use the 
two letter U. S. Postal Service 
state abbreviations for numbers 
from Dornbusch Vol. 1. For 
n n n i K o r f i T* v"/-\cw W A 1 o / OT"»VI T T.IC\ 

use Roman Numerals, e.g. 
II 326. For items in Vol. 1 
which have no number we use the 
abbreviation DB plus the state, 
e.g. DB-WI. 

Rare Book information (See page IX) 
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COLLECTIONS 

Since the first edition, many parks have reported additions to Military 
Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States (MOLLUS) volumes. 

It would be very tedious to find and update all appearances in Dornbusch 
of the MOLLUS items. Instead, what has been listed in the past has been 
retained in this edition, but very few additions have been made. The 
following is an updated listing of MOLLUS and other collections which 
have been reported! 

MOLLUS - D. C. (98 nos.) (War Papers) III 469 
HFC: 2, 3, 5-21, 23-25, 27-29, 31-45, 47-57, 59-61, 63-98 

MOLLUS - ILLINOIS (4 v.) (Military Essays...) Ill 470 
HFC: v. 1 

MOLLUS - IOWA (2 v.) (War Sketches and Incidents...) Ill 472 
WICR: v. 1 

MOLLUS - KANSAS (War Talks in Kansas, 1 v.) Ill 474 
MANA 

MOLLUS - MAINE (4 v.) (War Papers...) Ill 4 75 
APCO: v. 1-4; HFC: v. 2; PETE: v. 2; GETT: v. 1-3 

MOLLUS - MASS. (2 v.) (Civil War Papers...) Ill 476 
APCO: v. 1-2; GETT: v. 1-2 

MOLLUS - MINN. (6 v.) (Glimpses of the Nation's Struggle) III 4 78 
HAFE: v. 1-2; WICR: v. 1, 3, 4 

MOLLUS - MO. (1 v.) (War Papers... ) III 479 
WICR 

MOLLUS - N.Y. (4 v.) (Personal Recollections of the ...) Ill 481 
HFC: v. 2 

MOLLUS - OHIO (6 v.) (Sketches of War History) III 483 
APCO: v. 1-3; HFC: v. 1-2; HAFE: v. 1-3 

MOLLUS - WISC. (4 v.) (War Papers...) Ill 486 
HAFE: v. 1; WICR: v. 2 

Papers of the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts (PMHSM) 
FRSP: v. 4, 5.; MANA: v. 2, 9 

Rhode Island Soldiers and Sailors Hist. Society. Personal 
Narratives of Events... (100 nos.) (Ill 504) 

FRSP: No. 1-100 
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In addition? 

Several parks have copies of the following periodicals but have not 
reported them: 

Southern Historical Society Papers (SHSP) 
Civil War History (CWH) 
Civil War Times Illus. (CWTI) 
Military Collector and Historian (MCH) 
Military Images 

and others. Therefore holdings information on articles from these may 
be incomplete. 
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