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This Final General Management Plan / Development Concept Plan / Environmental Impact Statement describes
three altematives for cultural and natural resource management, visitor use and interpretation, and related facility
development at Stones River National Battlefield. Alternative I (the National Park Service’s proposedaction) would
improve interpretationand the ability of the visitor 10 experience a “sense of place” within the battlefield. It would
also preserve additional significant arcas of the battlefield heretofore unprotected that have retained historic
landscape integrity. This would be accomplished by boundary expansion, new exhibits in the visitor center,
establishmentof a new automobile tour route within the existing and expanded park boundary, and new interpretive
wayside exhibits, It is recogmized that due 1o impending development, boundary expansion suthority and related
funding may not proceed with sufficientspeed to fully implementalternative |, Implementationwould occur initially
with thosc clements of the alternative that can proceed without further congressional authorization. Alternative 2
would improve interpretationand the visitor experience within the authorized boundary of the park. This would be
accomplished by providing new exhibits in the visitor center, establishing a new automobile tour route within the
park, and providing new wayside exhibits. Alternative 3 (continuation of existing conditions) would represent no
significant change in interpretation and the way the park is being managed and no change in the authorized park
boundary. Under all alternatives, there would be an emphasis on working with local agencies, groups, and
landownersto preserve and protect lands that retain historic landscape integrity within the original baulefield, but
outside the park boundary.

Environmental impacts that would result from implementation of the alternatives are addressed in the document.
Impact topics include cultural and natural resources, interpretationand visitor use, sociocconomic environment, and
National Park Service operations.

The Drafi General Management Plan/ Development Concept Plan / Environmental Impact Statement was available
for publicreview from June 10, 1997, to September 12, 1997. Comments and responses on that draft are presented
in this document. This final document reflects the substantive comments and concerns received during the comment
period, and the text has been refined and clarified where necessary.

After careful considerationof comments received, alternative 1 remains the proposal of the National Park Service.
The Park Service supports this proposal because it provides the best opportunity for the preservation and
interpretationof nationally significant land. Approximately 30 days afier the release of this document, a record of
decision will be signed identifying the approved plan.
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E-mail: stri_administration@nps.gov
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

Throughout the document, a distinction is made between the original battlefield
and Stones River National Battlefield (the park).

Original Battlefield — General area over which the Battle of
Stones River took place from December 31, 1862, to January 2,
1863 = 4,000 acres.

Stones River National Battlefield (The Park) — Land within the
currently authorized boundary = 712 acres (including National
Park Service land — 520 acres at the time of this writing; city and
county land ~ 20 acres; and privately owned land — 172 acres). A
total of 35 acres of the park, including Lunette Palmer, Lunette
Thomas, and Curtain Wall No., 2 of Fortress Rosecrans (26 acres),
and Redoubt Brannan of Fortress Rosecrans (9 acres) lie outside
the original battlefield. Thus, 677 acres, or 17%, of the original
battlefield arc within the authorized boundary of the park.




SUMMARY

This Final General Management Plan / Development Concept Plan / Environmental Impact
Statement for Stones River National Battlefield comes at a critical time in the park’s history. The
park is located in Rutherford County, one of the fastest growing countics in the country. Large
sections of the original battleficld have alrcady been developed and are being planned for
development as residential, commercial, or industrial properties. At the same time, the state of
Tennessce and local communitics are attempting to increase tourism and reap the associated
benefits. As part of this effort, important strides are being made to interpret Civil War resources
on a regional basis. The National Park Service has been a partner in this endeavor and seeks to
continue in this role.

This document contains three alternatives for managing the national battlefield, along with their
environmental consequences.

Alternative 1. The emphasis of alternative |, the National Park Service’s proposed action, is two-
fold: (1) to preserve a larger area of the original battlefield, and (2) to improve interpretation and
the ability of the visitor to experiencea “sensc of place” within the battlefield. The park boundary
would be expanded to include a total of 1,471 acres, more than doubling the size of the park, and
including an arca heretofore outside the boundary of the national battlefield on which a major part
of the battle’s story occurred. Visitor understanding and appreciation of the battle and its
consequences would be enhanced by coming into contact with a larger portion of the battlefield
via an expanded automobile tour route with interpretive wayside exhibits. To the greatest extent
possible, the landscape would be maintained to approximate an 1860s cra appcarance. New
interpretive media would be provided in the visitor center. Boundary expansion would occur only
after congressional authorization. However, due to impending development, boundary expansion
authority and related funding may not proceed with sufficientspeed to fully implementalternative
1. Implementation would begin with those actions that could occur without further authorization.

Alternative 2. The emphasis of alternative 2 is to improve interpretation and the visitor
experience within the currently authorized boundary of the park. The landscape would be
maintained to approximate an 1860s era appearance. The visitor experience would be improved
by providing new interpretive media in the visitor center and by establishing a new automobile
tour route with wayside exhibits within the park.

Alternative3. The cmphasis of alternative 3 would be to continue with the current management
direction. There would be no significant change in interpretation and the way the park is being
managed and no change in the authorized park boundary. Some necessary actions would be
undertaken to help improve the battlefield’s interpretation and links to the community.

In all alternatives, park staff would continue to work with the local community to achieve park
management objectives.
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PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR THE PLAN
“RECHWT”

An 1860s landscape




INTRODUCTION

PARK LOCATION AND ACCESS

Stones River National Battlefield is located in
central Tennessee, in Rutherford County, on the
western edge of the city of Murfreesboro,
approxmmately 30 miles southeast of Nashville
(sce the Region map). The current authorized
boundary cncompasses 712 acres, consisting of
six separate units. Primary access to the park is
via State Route 840 (S.R. §40), 10 U.S. Route
41/70S (Broad Street), to Thompson Lane, to
Old Nashville Highway, to the park visitor
center, Sceondary access is via Interstate 24 (1-
24), 1o State Route 96 (Old Fort Parkway), to
Thompson Lane. to Old Nashvilic Highway and
the visitor center. S.R. 840, a ncw beltway
around Nashville, is an important feeder route
for the park because it intersects Interstate 40,
the major east-west highway through Tennessec,
and [-24 and U.S. 41/70S just northwest of the
park.

BATTLE OF STONES RIVER

The Battle of Stones River occurred over a
three-day period from December 31, 1862, to
January 2, 1863. It was waged over an arca of
approximately 4,000 acres west of
Murfreesboro. In this battle, nearly 83,000 men
tought, and more than 23,000 became casualties.
There was no clear tactical victor. However, the
Confederate forces left the Union troops in
command of the ticld. The battle boosted morale
in the North, Lincoln strengthened his position,
and the Army of the Cumberland constructed
Fortress Rosccrans, a large supply depot, which
fueled the army’s drive to Chattanooga and
Atlanta.

The battle tactics can be described as a
progression in six phases (scc the corresponding
Major Battle Action Zones diagrams). The first
five phases occurred on the first day of the
battle. There was essentially no fighting on the
second day. The sixth and final phase occurred

on the third day. The locations of some of the
most significant actions and sites associated with
the battle are shown on the Significant Actions
and Sites at the Battle of Stones River map.

LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

In 1862, Congress passed legislation creating
national cemeteries, one of which was
established on the battlefield at Stones River.
This national cemetery would eventually serve
as the nucleus for the military park and help
define where land acquisition would initialty
occur.

In 1897, legislation was introduced that would
have designated 3,100 acres as a military park at
Stones River, and would have preserved most of
the original battlefield. However, nearby
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National
Military Park was created in 1890 to honor the
Army of the Cumberland and the Army of
Tennessee — the same two forces that had
fought at Stones River. Thus the political
climate was not right to create another military
park, and the 1897 legislation was not approved.
Other legislation for boundary expansion was
introduced at various times between 1897 and
1927, but also failed to pass.

Finally, on March 3, 1927, Stones River
National Battlefield was cstablished as a national
military park under the control of the sccretary
of war (44 Stat. 1399). This legislation
recognized the significance of sites throughout
the original battlefield by providing for the
marking of troop movements and important
battle events. However, only about 350 acres of
the original battlefield in the vicinity of the
national cemetery were acquired and protected.
This omitted numerous significant sites of the
battle, including lands south of Manson Pike.

In June 1933, the park was transferred to the
National Park Service under the U.S.




PURPOSLE OF AND NEED FOR THE PLAN

Department of the Interior. On April 22, 1960,
the park was expanded and redesignated as
Stones River National Battletield (74 Stat. 82).
in addition, the secretary of the interior was
directed to administer, protect, and develop the
battlefield in accordance with the provisions of
the National Park Scrvice organic act of August
25, 1916.

The battlefield’s authortzed boundary was
expanded in 1987 (Public Law 100-205) and in
1991 (Public Law 102-225). Among other
provisions in the 1991 legislation, the secretary
of the interior was directed to update the 1980
General Management Plan on or before Mairch
31, 1993. However, as a result of scoping the
needs for the park, and the encouragement by
members of the former Civil War Sites Advisory
Commission that there appeared to be an
opportunity to prescrve additional battlefield
lands that are vital 10 interpreting to visitors the
story of the battle, it was evident that more time
and effort would be required to prepare a new
general management plan than updating the
1980 plan. Appendix A contains a copy of the
above-cited enabling legislation.

PURPOSE AND NEED

In addition to legislation expanding the
boundary and to the direction given by Congress
to update the general management plan,
important issues regarding resource protection
and the effectiveness of the interpretive program
have arisen. This general management plan will
guide the management of natural and cultural
resources, visitor use and interpretation, and the
development of necessary and appropriate
facilities.

As part of this general management plan, an
environmental impact statement has been
prepared in accordance with the National
Environmentai Policy Act of 1969 and
regulations of the Council on Environmental
Quality (90 CI'R 1508.9). It will help NPS
officials make decisions for the park that are
based on an understanding of environmental
consequences and the actions that preserve,
protect, and enhance the environment.



Major Battle Action Zones

+ The following diagrams describe the

rorth progression of the battle by way of six
major action zones which have been
superimposed onto the original battlefield.

Union and Confederate Lines Before the
Battie:

Union and Confederate positions on the morning of
December 31, 1862, set the stage for the ensuing fight.

north

Start of Battle:
. Both armies moved into action in the early

morning hours on December 31. The Confederate
army moved first, catching Union forces by surprise

and forcing them to conduct a fighting retreat toward
the Nashville Pike. :

=/
e

Initial Stages of Battle:
Unsuccessful attempts were made by Union

forces to establish a defensive line. The Union forces

continued to retreat, and several unsuccessful attempts
were made to stabilize Union lines.
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ez ACLION Z0NCS
Original battlefield area

. __________________ T Stones River National Battlefield
(Publicly and privately owned
lands within autherized boundary)

Zone 4 ’ .
Union Defensive Stand: o
. |

A series of events allowed Union forces to form a
strong defensive position and turn back determined
Confederate assaults. Still, Confederate forces

continued to push Union forces back toward the
Nashville Pike.

north

north

Defense of Nashville Pike:
Union forces were able to stop retreating and to
reorganize. They formed defensive positions which

stopped the Confederate advances. This ended the first
day of battle.

north
Stunes River

Conclusion of Battle:

On January 2, the battle resumed with
Confederate forces under Major General John C.
Breckinridge attacking Union forces. Union forces were
strengthened by massed artillery. The Confederate

. assault was driven back, and Union forces took the
offensive, thus ending the battle.




Rosecrans's Headquarters;

Monument representing the headquariers
site of Uinion commander Major General
William S. Rosecrans, which was actually
south of this sile in 1he present quarry

Bragg's 15t Headquarters:

Unmarked site of Confederate
commander General Braxton Bragg's
headquarters at the starl of the batite on
December 31, 1862, Here he made plans and
issued orders to his troaps for the first day of battle,

&

James House:

Headquarters for Confederate corps
commander Lieutenant General Leonidas
Polk during the baule. His forces were
involved in the fighting at the Round Forest.

o

McCulloch House:

Headquarters for Confederate corps
commander Lieutenant General Willian
J. Hardee. From this pomt, Confederate
forces began their auack toward Major General
Alexander McCook's Union forces.

Start of Battle:

Site of where advancing Confederate
troops first encountered Unton forces
under the command of Brigadser General
Richard ¥ Joluison onn December 31. The Union
forces began to fall back under the Confederate
onslaught after taking heavy losses

O

Harding House Site / Brick Kiln Site:
Scene of heavy fighting during the initial
Confederate attack as Confederate Colonel
Arthur M. Manigault and Brigadier
General J. Patlon Anderson attacked the forces of
both Union communders Brigadier General Joshua
Sill and Colone! George Roberts. The Confederates
forced the Union troops to retreat, and at one point
Colonel G oberts' roops were being fired
upen from des by Confederate forces.

©

AN,
SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS AND SITES AT THE BATTLE OF STONES RIVER

Murfreesboro, Tennessee * December 31, 1862 - January 2, 1863

EFV”

Greshaon House Site:

Site of heavy fighting dunnyg the imal
stages of the batite; house served as a
Union ficld hospital.

General Sill's Death Site:

Site where Union commartder Silf was
killed. A detail of men was assigned to
carry the general's body 10 the Greshan
house but abandoned 1he corpse as they fled from
oncoming Confederzte forces.

©

General Smith House:

Site of heavy fighting on 1he first day of
battle as Confederate forces began their
drive toward the Nashwitle Pike.

Jenkins House:

Temporary field hospital that steod in the
midst of the fighting as Gnion forees
under McCook were pushed back by
Hardee's men on December 31.

69

Blanton House Site:

An ared near the Wilkinson Pike where
bitter figlting occurred on the first day of
battle as Union forces conducted 2
fighting rereat toward the Nashville Pike

©

Round Forest / Hazen Monument:
The only site where the Unioan held their
position throughout the first day of battle.
Massed Union artillery broke up a senes
of Confederate attacks launched against this
posittort. In 1863, on this site, survivors of Colonel
William B. Hazen's Union brigade crecled what is
uow the natien's eldest intact Civil War monument.

®

Cowan House Site:

Farm where Confederate troops were
forced to manewver around the
structures, and in doing so, became
disorganized. This confusion, along with withering
Union artillery fire, kept the Confederate forces from
successfully assaulting the Union positions at the
Round Forest.

©

Toll House Site:

Site where Union forces were able to
stabilize a defensive line against the
onslaught of Confederate troops.

Colonel Garesché's Death Site:

Site where Cofonel Julius Garesché,
Rosecrans's chief of staff, was decapitated
by a cannenbalt during the fighting near
the Round Forest on the first day of battle  His body
was found after the fighting by Colonel Hazen near
the tracks of the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroud

@6

Ashury Lane:

Road that became a critical escape route
for Union forces and McCook's wagon
train as the Confederate onslaught
advanced toward the Nashville Pike. During the first
day of batile heavy fighting occurred along the road
and became a mass of confusion with soldiers
retreating while officers attempted to establish a
Union defensive lime.

G

Widow Burris House:

Point of the Union defensive line along
Asbury Lane where Union forces under
Magor General Thomas Critienden went
inte action against Confederate forces. Union forces
were pushed back after bitter fighung, The house
served as a minor field hospital during the battle

©

Chicago Board of Trade Battery:

Site where six guns opened fire on

Confederate forces 1o balt their 2dvance

as fleging Linion troops broke from the
cedars and crossed the nearby open field.

Intersection of Nashville Pike (Old
Nashville Highway) and Asbury Lane:
Scene of hard fighting on the first day of
batile where Union forces were able 10
sustain 2 determined defense and halt Confederate
lroops.

S

Hord House:

House on Nashville Pike that stood
behind Union lines and served as the
main field hospital. Confederate cavalry
briefly threatened this pesition during the first day of
battle but were pushed back by Union cavalry and
ifantry.

S

Bragg's 2nd Headquarters:

Marked site of the second headquarters
for General Bragg. Here he planned

the sirategy for the battle's continuation
on January 2, 1863,

S

Breckinridge's Attack / Mendenhail's
Artillery:

Site of a Confederate attack that pushed
Union forces back until Major John
Mendenhall's massed artillery of nearly 60 guns
smashed the Confederate assault and drove them
back with losses of 1,800 men killed or wounded in
less than an hour of fighting,

®

McFadden's Ford:

Site of a Confederate assault on january 2,
where Union artillery broke up the
Confederate attack as they reached the ford.

S
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Introduction

PARK PURPOSE AND NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

An understanding of park purpose and significance provides the basis for subsequent management
actions. The following statements on purpose and significance were derived from an analysis of park
legistation and resource values.

+  The purpose of Stones River National Battlefield is to preserve and interpret the battletield of
Stones River, to mark the significant sites, and to promote understanding and appreciation of the
bartle and related events.

The Battle of Stones River is nationally significant for the following reasons:

»  Stones River was a major battle of the Union western campaign that resulted in the occupation of
Murfreesboro and the control of the productive agricultural land and supply network of central
Tennessce.

+ The battle marked the commencement of the Union army’s campaign that resulted in the “March to
the Sea,” and at the same time marked the end of the Confederate army’s attempt to inove into
Kentucky and the North,

«  The battle was psychologically and politicatly important for the Union and had a profound influence
on the North not losing other states, such as Kentucky, to the Confederacy. The battle also
influenced President Abraham Lincoln’s future and the role of England and France in the war.

»  The site is sacred ground, where nearly 83,000 men fought and more than 23,000 became casualties.
For the Unton army, the rate of casualties was the highest of any battie in the war. For the

Confederate anny, due to the massing of Union antillery, the casualty rate was second only to the
Battle of (‘mnvqhnrv

+  The two amies were evenly matched and used similar strategies and tactics. Although both armies
ticeded a victory, there was no clear tactical victor. However, the Confederate forces left the Union

troops in command of the field, and the Union could claim victory.
Hazen Monument is the nation’s oldest intact Civil War monument.

Stones River National Cemetery is the site of more than 6,000 Union interments, and represents a
19th century design that formally memorialized the country’s war dead.

Fortress Rosecrans fulfilled a strategic supply function for the Union’s drive to Chattanooga and
Atlanta. It was one of the largest enclosed earthwork fortifications built during the Civil War. Remnants
of the fortress exist within the current boundary.

VISION FOR THE PARK

The vision of the future for the Stones chr National Battlefield is a nondistracting environment where
visitors can

»  contemplate the sacredness of the battlefield
- understand and appreciate the Battle of Stones River and its significance
«  experience a personal connection with this past human conflict

This vision, to be accomplished through cooperative efforts between the National Park Service and local
communities, has helped guide the formulation of alternatives in this general management plan.

11




MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

The management objectives are statements of
desired conditions for the park’s interpretation
and visitor use, natural and cultural resources,
and related lands. The actions proposed refate to
onc or more management objective.

INTERPRETATION

+ Interpret the Battle of Stones River within
the context of the Western Theater and the
Civil War.

+  Provide visitors the opportunity to
understand the objectives, strategies, and
tactics of the battle.

*  Provide an atmosphere at a serics of
vignettes/sites that allows the visitor to
visualize the rural setting at the time of the
battle, to understand the battle cvents, and
to contemplate the sacredness of the
ground.

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

*  Preserve a core segment of the Stones River
battleficld, representative of major battle
action, in a way that allows visitors to
visuahize and imagine the influence of
landscape features on the strategy and
outcome of the battle.

«  To the greatest extent practicable, preserve
and restore to a general 1860s appearance
the land within the authorized boundary of
the national battleficld.

Maintain the open space and mark the sites
of Rosecrans’s and Bragg’s headquarters.

Preserve the 1892 design of the national
cemetery’s landscape and the 1860s design
of the Hazen Monument, and maintatn a
quiet, reflective, and reverent atmosphere.

Preserve and stabilize remnants of Redoubt
Brannan, Luncttes Paliner and Thomas, and
Curtain Wall No. 2.

Provide controlled access to earthworks to
interpret the fort (Fortress Rosccrans) and
allow visitors to understand the extent of
the fortifications and their significance.

ADJACENT LANDS

Develop preservation/mitigation strategics
with landowners and local governments to
achieve the general appearance of an
agricultural landscape as viewed from
interpretive areas within the national
battlefield.

Encourage creation of a park-like
experience in corridors linking
noncontiguous units,

Encourage interpretation of the greater
battleficld through cooperation with
landowners and local government agencies.
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES

Interpretation is a process of education designed
to stimulate curiosity and convey ideas and
information to people. It is part of the visitor
experience. The National Park Service uses
interpretive themes as a framework from which
interpretive programming can be developed. The
significance of Stones River National Battlefield
is represented within the NPS revised thematic
framework under the following category: 1V.
“Shaping the Political Landscape” — i.e., the
political landscape has been shaped by military
events and decisions.

The interpretive themes presented here are
statements about the significance of the Battle of
Stones River. These themes and subtheimes
suggest what stories should be told and what
visitors should have the opportunity to learn
while at the park.

Theme 1: Stones River was one of the major
Civil War battles — in size, complexity, and
long-term results.

Subthemes:

» At Stones River, 83,000 men fought for 3
days over an area of 4,000 acres under
adverse mid-winter conditions. The number
of casualties, 23,000 men, is comparable to
the number of casualtics at Antietam and
Shiloh.

» Massing large numbers of artillery pieces
saved the battle for Union forces.

+ Stones River is representative of the strategy,
organization and tactics, logistics, and
technology/communications (including
military music and field telegraph) used
during the American Civil War.
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Theme 2: The Battle of Stones River
significantly changed the course of the Civil
War by shifting momentum from
Confederate to Union and providing a timely
hoost for the Union cause.
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Subthemes:

The battle stopped Confederate efforts to
regain much of middle Tennessee and
threaten Nashviile, and gave the Union
control of the productive agricultural land
and the vital transportation/supply network
of central Tennessce and northern
Mississippi/Alabama/ Georgia.

The battle gave a much necded boost
[psychological, political, diplomatic] to the
Union cause after recent election results,
defeat at Fredericksburg, and major reverses
in the Vicksburg campaign.

Theme 3: The battle profoundly affected the
lives of countless people — civilian as well as
military.

Subthemes:

» ‘The ratc of casualtics was enormous: for the
Union army, it was the highest of the war;
for the Confederate army, due to massed
artillery fire, it was second only to
Gettysburg.

+ The sounds, music, sights, smells, “the
horror” of battle left indelible impressions
upon the participants.

= The battle illustrated the poignancy of split
loyaltics that were common in the Civil War,
e.g., divided families, communities, and
states.

+ The battle engaged people of diverse racial,
ethnic, and religious backgrounds.
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Theme 4: The rural landscape of Stones
River battleficld — especially its terrain,
vegetation, and features — notably
influenced the battle.

Subthemes:

* Roads, cedar woods, landforms, rock
outcrops, structures, and the river disrupted
and channcied troop movements.

+ Most of the approximately 25 homes on the
battlefield were used as ficld headquarters
and hospitals.

Theme 5: Stones River National Battlefield
represents an important early cffortin the
movement toward battlefield commemoration
in the United States.

Subthemes:

* Veterans of this battle and concerned citizens
acted very early to commemorate Stones
River by constructing the Hazen Monument,
establishing the national cemetery, and
providing information and monumentation
(by the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad
officials).

¢+ These early commemoration efforts
eventually led to legislation/authorization for
Stones River National Battlefield in 1927.
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 Stones River National Battlefield represents
only a small portion (17%) of the original
battle area, where land use change from rural
1o commercial, industrial, and residential is
occurring at a rapid rate; the National Park
Service cooperates with local communities in
preserving the surviving integrity of the
battlefield and the general appearance of the
1860s agricultural landscape.

Theme 6: The Confederate army’s
withdrawal from the area after the battie
allowed Union forces to build Fortress
Rosccrans, a major supply/logistics/
transportation base, and to affect
Murfreesboro throughout the rest of the Civil
War.

Subthemes:

+ Fortress Rosecrans, with its multiple curtain
walls, redoubts, and luncttes was one of the
largest Civil War earthen fortifications of its

type..

*  Throughout the Civil War, ctvilian lives
were disrupted by continued military
activity.

* Major Union presence from [863 through
the end of the war adversely affected the area
because of raids, minor battles, and general
disruption of the rcgional cconomy and the
lives of resident families.




PLANNING ISSUES AND CONCERNS

Following are the major issues and concerns
identified during the public scoping process and
addressed in this general management plan.

.
+ Plans for resource protection/management
visitor use, interpretation, and factlity
development for much of the land within

recently authorized and expanded park

boundaries do not exist.

-

»  Visitors leave the park and its environs with
a poor understanding of the battie, for a
number of reasons: .

The tour route leaves out important
resources, bears little relationship to the
battle sequence, and lacks a coherent
interpretive purpose or theme.

Informational and interpretive signs in
the park are inadequate, and wayside
cxhibits are obsolete, inaccurate,
ineffective, and incomplete.

The audiovisual program is outdated.

Although the authorized boundary
encompasses 712 acres, only about 520
acres are federally owned and publicly
accessible, thus tHimiting opportunities
for NPS onsite interpretation. Of that
figure, only 489 acres, or 12%, of the
original battlefield are federally owned.

Park lands are not contiguous. From onc¢
unit to the next there are major discon-
tinuities in land use/visitor experience.

Much of the landscape outside the park
has changed significantly since the
battle, even in agricultural areas. Patterns
of field/forest have changed. Land use is
changing from rural to urban and
commercial. This diminishes the
battlefield’s integrity, and makes it
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difficult for visitors to understand the
battle,

The need for more community “green space”
leads to increased demand tor the national
battleficld for activities such as jogging,
picnicking, camping, sunbathing, group bike
touring, weddings, and kite flving. The sum
of these activities is incompatible with the
park purposes of interpretation and resouice

protection.

Nonnative specics (i.c., Japanese
honeysuckle, privet hedge, kudzu) are
detracting trom the ability to interpret and
preserve battlefield resources, including
carthworks, arc inducing change in the
cultural landscape, and may be adversely
affecting the cedar glade habitat and
threatened or endangered species such as the
Tennessce concflower (Eehinacea
{ennesseensis).

River flooding results in resource alteration
and damage to facilities, such as the retaining
wall at the Artillery Monument. The
retaining wall and spring arec modern
infrusions constructed during the 1970s, and
are inappropriate components of the cultural
landscape. These modern clements inake it
difficult to interpret the battle story at this
location.

The protection, display, storage,
preservation, and documentation of park
collections are inadequate,

Access to parking areas at noncontiguous
sitcs such as the Rosecrans’s Headquarters
site, the national cemetery, and the Hazen
Monument is unsafe due to the volume of
feeder road traffic. Heavy tratfic also makes
pedestrian crossings on Old Nashville
Highway increasingly unsafc.
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Thompson Lane provides greater access to
battlefield lands for development, and will
increase the level of traffic along feeder
roads, particularly Manson Pike and Old
Nashville Highway. S.R 840 will promote
commercial and industrial development
along U.S. 41/705/Northwest Broad Street.
In addition, increasing urban development
west of the park and 1-24 is expected to
significantly increasc traffic along Manson
Pike. This potential increase in development
and traffic could have an adverse cffect on
resources, air quality, visitor experience, and
safety, as historic corridors continue to lose
their integrity.

While some land uses surrounding the park
are incompatible with park objectives for
preserving the historic scene and providing a
quality visitor experience, there are lands in
the original battlefield that retain integrity,
and if protected, could enhance interpretation
and the visitor experience. In addition, new
highway construction and other factors are
increasing the pressure for development of
those lands within the original battlefield that
retain integrity.

However, especially with respect to land use
and development design guidelines, the park,
county, and city do not have a compre-
hensive approach to conserve the battlefield
and related resources in the face of rapid land
usc change.

Increased commercial and residential use on
lands adjacent to the park boundary would
result in noise levels that could adversely
affect the visitor experience within the park.
The solitude that is desirable for visitors at
the Hazen Monument and the national
cemetery is continuously interrupted by the
sights and sounds of adjacent land use.

A telecommunications tower has recently
been constructed along Manson Pike, and 1s
visible from Redoubt Brannan and the
southeast corner of the main section of the
park. Another tower, which might also be in
the park’s viewshed, has been proposed
along Old Nashville Highway. There is a
potential for more such structures to be
constructed near the park, resulting in
adverse impacts on park valucs as additional
modern intrusions on the historic scene.
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ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION

CONCEPT

The emphasis of the proposed action is 1o
preserve a larger arca of the original battleficld
and to create a “‘sensc of place” where visitors
can better understand and appreciate the battle
and its role in the Civil War. The proposal
encompasses lands that afford vistas comparable
to the most dramatic vistas on any major Civil
War battlefield. It would allow visitors to
appreciate the immense scale of the Battle of

Stones River and to understand the battle in a
more holistic way than is possible at present.
Lands where significant events that shaped the
outcome of the battle, and where significant
be interpreted. The proposed action would be
accomplished through boundary expansion and
land acquisition, restoration to a general 1860s
era landscape, new exhibits, and a new tour
route.

TG T Ty ¥ p——

LAND PROTECTION
General

The planning team evaluated the entire original
battleficld to determine what opportunitics
existed for additional interpretation and
preservation. During this process, which
included application of the “National Park
Service Criteria for Boundary Adjustments”
(NPS 1991a), it became evident that certain
additional lands were appropriate for inclusion
in the national battlefield as soon as possible.
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Battlefield landscape south of Manson Pike

QOther lands were also desirable for inclusion,
but current use indicated that if that were to
occur, it would likely take place over the long
term. Still other lands of the original battleficld
were determined unnecessary to include from an
interpretive standpoint and inappropriate due to
the current level of development or the location,
such as a large scgment severed from the rest of
the battlefield by 1-24. The Land Protection -
Alternative 1: Proposed Action map displays
these categories. The criteria for boundary
adjustments includes the following:
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+ The property contains signiftcant
resources or opportunities for public
enjoyment rclated to park purpose.

» The property would be feasible to
administer considering size, config-
uration, ownership, costs, and other
factors.

+ Other alternatives for management and
resource protection are not adequate.

The boundarics shown on the Land Protection
map are conceptual at this stage of planning.
New legislation would be required to expand the
park boundary, and a more precise boundary
would be determined at the time legislation is
being prepared.

The authorized boundary of Stones River
National Battlefield encompasses 712 acres,
including 677 acres of the original battlefield,
and 35 acres associated with Fortress Rosecrans,
which lies just east of the original battlefield. As
of the writing of this document, 520 acres were
federally owned; 20 acres were owned by the
city and county; and 172 acres were privately
owned. Federal acquisition of additional land
within the authorized boundary would continue
as funding becomes available.

Proposed Additions

Lands that should be added to the national
batticfield as soon as possible retain, for the
most part, remarkable historic landscape
integrity and are generally threatened with
development. In concert with existing park
lands, they would provide the opportunity for
visitors to access additional battle-related sites
and scenes that would foster a greater
appreciation of the scale of the battle, and
specific sites of intense fighting. The proposed
lands total 759 acres, which would bring the
total acreage of the national battleficld to 1,471,
including 1,436 acres, or 36% of the original
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battleficld. Legisiation would be required to
establish a new boundary and to authorize land
acquisition. These fands, consisting of five
separate parcels, are generally depicted on the
Land Protection map as proposed additions. All
five parcels are part of the original battlefield,
meet the above criteria for boundary adjust-
ments, are contiguous with the authorized park
boundary, and would serve to more effectively
fulfill the park’s management objectives.
Reasons for selecting the individual parcels are
stated herein.

Parcel 1

« Lands on which heavy fighting occurred
during the opening phase of the battle
where Confederate forces successfully
attacked and began their collapse of the
Union right wing on the first day.

+ Includes the following significant sites:
Gresham House site (the main Union
hospital for the right wing)
General Sill’s death site
Harding House site
* Brick kiln site
Site of General Sheridan’s stand

» The terrain is very different from any that
is currently contained within the park, and
provides the visitor a sense of the broad
scale and scope of the battle, containing
the most dramatic views anywhere on the
original battlefield.

+ There are significant opportunities to
interpret the initial battle stages that are
not available in the existing park.

+ Protects much of the historic Witkinson
Pike corridor (Manson Pike), which was
the scene of severe fighting as
Confederate forces continued to push
back the Union troops, and which was
used extensively for east-west troop
movements by both sides.
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Parcel 2

On the eve of battle, the Confederate line
straddled historic Wilkinson Pike here.
Troops of Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson’s
brigade spent the might of December 39,
1862, here. In the morning, on December
31, the Confederate left led the attack on
the Union right. As the front advanced,
troops under Anderson moved on the
Union center, where Brig. Gen. James
Negley’s and Brig. Gen. Philip Sheridan’s
Divisions collapsed in the Slaughter Pen,
the area of fierce fighting that occurred in
the vicinity of Wilkinson Pike. At the
time of the batile, the area north of
Wilkinson Pike was open ficld, and the
land to the south was dense cedar and oak
forest.

Preserves the viewshed from the proposed
first stop along the new tour route which
depicts the eve of battle. The viewshed is
also that from the Union perspective
facing the onslaught of the Confederates
driving Negley and Sheridan back in the
Slaughter Pen. The Union’s holding
action here enabled Maj. Gen. William S,
Rosecrans to reinforce his right flank and
save the Union army from a rout.

Parcet 3

An arca of intense fighting during the
Confederate thrust (outflanking
mancuver) that forced Rosecrans to fall
back to the arca of historic Nashville Pike
(Old Nashviile Highway).

Provides the opportunity to interpret how
dense thickets of cedar slowed the
Confederate advance, virtually halted
their artillery, and prevented them from
gaining control of the Nashville Pike.
Waters’s Alabama Battery was halted here
and unabice to contribute to the
Confederate assault,

Parcel 4

Preserves the “highwater mark” of the
Confederate flanking movement, and the

Alternative | Proposed Action

successful Union defensive position at
Nashwille Pike.

= Preserves the historic road corridor that
was crucial for the arrival of Union troops
prior to the battle, and the withdrawal of
Confederate troops after the battle, in
addition to serving as the critical battie
line on December 31,

Parcel 5

+ Confederate forces advanced across this
area in the attack on the Round FForest.
The Confederate’s futile attacks on the
Round Forest, stalled by Colonel Hazen’s
dogged defense, resulted in tremendous
losses of Tennesseeans and Mississippians
under Doacison and Chalmers. The Union
army continued to hold the Nashville Pike
and the Louisville & Chattanooga rail
line, which were crucial to the outcome of
the battle.

» Provides a transition for the park visitor
from a modern landscape to a commem-
orative landscape, and from a busy five-
lane thoroughfare 10 the two-lane Qld
Nashville Highway, which remains in its
historic alignment. This is the primary
entrance to the national battlefield for
visitors arriving from S.R. 840, [-24, U.S.
41/70S, and Thompson Lanc.

These parcels of land would be included within
the national battlefield only if Congress
authorizes boundary expansion. Fair market
value would be offered to cach landowner, Fair
market value is typically determined using the
most current sales information from multiple
properties in reasonable proximity having
physical and legal characteristics comparable to
the property in question. Since fair market value
changes over time, and the purchase price would
be determined by an appraisal at the time of
acquisition, it is impossible to estimate the cost
of land acquisition at this time. As a reference
point, the county’s appraised value of properties
contained in the proposed additions for
alternative | is $3,179,400. This figure is based
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on county reports dated as recently as March 13,
1998. The National Park Scrvice recognizcs that
the countv-appraised valucs may reflect only a
portion of what constitutes fair market value,
since land valucs are rapidly increasing in this
arca, underscoring the reality that fair market
value can be determined only at time of
acquisition.

The primary source of funds for land acquisition
is appropriation/allocation from the Land and
Water Conscrvation Fund by the U.S. Congress.
Landowners are concerned that the NPS
acquisition process can be prolonged. It may not
be possible for boundary expansion authority
and related funding to proceed with sufficient
speed to fully unplement alternative 1 before the
opportunity 1s lost, especially in the important
arca below Manson Pike. If unable to fully
implement alternative 1, the National Park
Service would work with the community to
protect and interpret extant sites within the core
battleficld arca.

Protection Study Areas

L.ands were also identified that, if acquired and
restored as necessary at some future time, would
fill obvious gaps in the battlefield landscape,
resulting in an essentially contiguous national
battlcfield, would allow for uninterrupted views
over areas of troop movements and engage-
ments, and would provide additional public
access to specific battle sites. These lands,
depicted on the Land Protection map as
protection study arcas and described below,
comprise approximately 300 acres.

Commercial and industrial propertics along
U.S. 41/70S. The Union Left Wing under Maj.
Gen. Thomas Crittenden spent the night of
December 30 in this area, preparing to mount an
attack in the morning. When the Union right
was surprised by the carly Confederate attack,
Rosccrans, not knowing the degree to which his
army was collapsing, assumed that his plan
would move forward. When he finally realized
that the Right Wing under Maj. Gen. Alexander
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McCook was losing ground, he ordered two of
Brig. Gen. Thomas Wood’s brigades from the
left to move 1o reinforce McCook, and the
remaining division of Brig, Gen. John Palmer
and one brigade of Wood's to hold this ground.
At the time of battle, this was primarily open
field, some corn, some cotton. and some stalks.

Lands along Thompson Lane just south of
Ol1d Nashviile Highway. Confederate troops
spent the night of December 30 here preparing
for the coming battle. Once the battle was
undenwvay, Confederate troops under Chalmers
and Donelson mounted their repeated assaults
on the Round Forest from land along the
Nashville Pike. Confederate artillery supported
the infantry from this position as weil.

Residential properties along Manson Pike.
From their position straddling historic
Wilkinson Pike, Confederates under Stewart
hammered Negley and Sheridan in the Slaughter
Pen. (See also description under parcel 2 of the
proposed additions.)

The Tennessee National Guard Armory. This
area i1s integral to parcel | of the proposed
additions. The early morning Confederate attack
here on December 31 overwhelmed the Union
right. Troops of the Right Wing under McCook
made a headlong retreat as they were caught
unprepared, many of them eating their
breakfasts when the Confederates charged.

Lands Associated with Fortress Rosecrans,
These are areas of remaining historic
carthworks.

The lands described above were not included as
proposed additions at this time, largely duc to
current land uses. Opportunitics for adding these
lands to the national battlefield do not appear
favorablc for the foresceable future, although
cvents could occur over the long term that
would make these lands feasible for inclusion
within the park. In order to be included, the
lands would have to mect the following criteria:




= The property is part of the original
battleficld, or earthworks relating to
Fortress Rosecrans, and within the
protection study arcas as shown on the
Land Protection map.

» The property meets the “National Park
Service Criteria for Boundary
Adjustments,” considering the needs for
possible landscape restoration.

» The action conforms to local land use
planning policies and guidelines.

* The owner is willing to transfer the
property to the National Park Service via
such means as donation, purchase and sell
back, or tee simple acquisition.

Until such time as acquisition may occur,
owners would be encouraged to promote
compatible uses to the extent possible, including
maintaining [and use at no higher density than at
present.

Remaining Battlefield

As significant as is the entire original battlefield,
shown on the Land Protection map as Stones
River Original Battlefield Area, the remaining
lands (those outside the cxisting national
battlefield, the proposed additions, and the
protection study areas) were determined
inappropriate for addition to the park because of
current land use and/or location. This use and/or
location has resulted in significant loss of
historical context and/or the inability to become
contiguous with the existing park. These lands
would also be unnecessary additions from an
interpretive standpoint because they are not
considercd essential to tell the story of the Battle
of Stones River to park visitors onsite.
Generally, they are either already heavily
developed in stable, suburban residential use, or
are rapidly developing into residential or
commercial use. As can be seen on the Land
Protection map, these lands are located mainly
in three areas: cast of Stones River where it
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flows north of U.S. 41/708S, south and west of [-
24, and west of the current main park unit.

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

In 1992, management objectives were developed
provide the philosophical underpinning for
how the landscape and resources would be
treated within the national battlefield. The main
thrust of these objectives is to help management
fulfill the purpose of the national battlefield,
which is to preserve and interpret the battleficld
of Stones River, and to promote understanding
and appreciation of the battle and related events.
One of the objectives is to maintain a general
1860s era appearance for the purpose of
allowing visitors to experience the influence of
landscape features on the outcome of the battle.
On battlcficld lands outside park boundaries,
park management would encourage neighbors to
maintain a general appearance of an agricultural
landscape, or, at a minimum, open space.

that
Lilan

Within the park boundarics, cultural landscape
reports would be produced that would prescribe
how the landscape should be modified to
approximate an 1860s era appearance, and
modifications would be made accordingly, as
funding permits. The cost for landscape
restoration would not be known until the
cultural landscape reports are completed and
estimates are prepared. As part of this landscape
modification, post-war structures would be
removed and safety hazards would be
eliminated. The Tennessee State Historic
Preservation Oftice would be consulted during
this process. In the interim, fields and forests
would continue to be maintained through such
means as lease programs or other partnership
cfforts.

In the case of degraded lands, cultural landscape
reports would prescribe the level of treatment in
terms of landforms, vegetation, and facilitics
necessary to have the property approximate its
appearance at the time of the battle. The
sequence in which the landscapes would be
modified to meet requirements established by
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the cultural landscape reports would be guided
primarily by the need for visitor use, location
within critical viewsheds, costs, and available
funding.

A notable exception to returning the landscape
to an 1860s appearance would be the national
cemetery, which was originated in 1865, and has
since evolved according to a formal design
produced in 1892. The cemetery artistically and
tangibly tllustrates the nation’s respect for the
war dead, and dramatically underscores the
battlefieid’s sacredness and its profound
meaning to the country and its people. By now,
the cemetery has reached the full capacity of the
1892 design, and would continue to be
maintained as close as possible to the spirit of
that design, allowing for modern techniques in
horticultural practices.

The park staff is considering ways of providing
a more climate-controlled environment for
collection storage. {t is also exploring options
for moving the collection out of the floodplain.

The park’s Resource Management Plan (NPS
1991b) would be updated to reflect the
proposals in the general management plan. See
appendix B for a description of recommended
research needs and action plans related to
cultural resource management.

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

In general, the natural resources of Stones River
National Battlefield would be managed to
support management objectives, specifically the
maintenance of an 1860s landscape. Special
emphasis would be placed on preservation of the
cedar glade habitat and its endemic flora, which
includes protected species. The park’s Resource
Munagement Plan (NPS 1991b) would be
updated to reflect the proposals in the general
management plan. See appendix B for a
description of recommended research nceds and
action plans related to natural resource
management.
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INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE

Alternative I would provide onsite interpretation
for all six major battle action zones: 1. Union
and Confederate Lines Before the Battle, 2. Start
of Bauwle, 3. Initial Stages of Battle, 4. Union
Defensive Stand, 5. Defense of Nushville Pike,
and 6. Conclusion of Battle.

Summary of Visitor Experience

The visitor experience in this alternative would
begin with a stop at the visitor center to gain an
understanding of both the Battle of Stones River
and the historic battlefield through new and
expanded interpretive media. Then the visitor
would drive through a significant portion of the
original battlefield along a new 7.6-mile auto
tour route, and be able to see all six of the major
battle action zones as they generally appeared
during the time of the battle (see the Altcrnative
I: Proposed Action map).

Directional Signs, Orientation Panels, and
Wayside Exhibits

Within the context of this document, numerous
references are made to various types of signs
that provide information for the park visitor.
These include directional sign (provides
dircction of travel); orientation panel (locates or
orients the visitor to the site); and interpretive
wayside exhibit (provides interpretation of site).

A sign plan would be developed that would
identify the number, content, and location of
directional signs to be placed on key roads and
highways leading to and from the national
battlefield, to assist visitors in finding the park.
A wayside exhibit plan would also be prepared
that would include detailed descriptions of
proposed wayside exhibits.

To respond to an existing visitor use need,
parkwide orientation panels would be provided
at entrances throughout the national battlefield.
A single design with a park map as a central




element would be developed. The only variation
from site to site would be an accurate “you are
here” designator. The pancls would be addressed
in the proposed wayside exhibit plan.

Visitor Center

The first stop for new visitors to the national
battlefield would be at the visitor center, located
on Old Nashville Highway. The parking area for
the visitor center would be modified to enhance
circulation and better accommodate oversized
vehicles.

The visitor center would be renovated for new
and expanded interpretive media. To accomplish
the intent of this alternative, the interpretive
media would be planned and designed to

» interpret the Battle of Stones River within
the greater context and meaning of the
American Civil War

= function as a “bridge” directly relating the
visitor center experience to onsite historic
batticfield features, locations, areas of
action, and vistas

« particularly interpret those areas of the
original battlefield outside the park
boundary

+ convey an understanding of this battle in
terms of its vital human aspects

The contents of the exhibits would be described
in a proposed interpretive plan.

The visitor center would contain a
lobby/reccption area and related activities,

and space for multimedia presentations and
exhibits. Consideration would be given to
moving administration offices out of the visitor
center to provide additional space for
interpretive media, If this were to occur, a
possible new location for offices would be in
one of the buildings currently designated for
staff housing across Old Nashville Highway
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from the visitor center. Under this scenario, no
adverse impacts on any resources would be
anticipated. However, should other options for
relocating the oftices be considered in the tuture.
then additional Nattonal Environmental Policy
Act review would be required.

Auto Tour Route with Wayside Exhibits

A self-guided 7.6-mile auto tour would be
developed, with |2 interpretive stops that would
allow visitors to experience all six major battle
action zones.

The combination of the self-guided brochure
and wayside exhibits would provide visitors
with a more complete, cohesive experience.
These wayside exhibits would provide unity in
both content and design. Revised audio tour
versions would be developed for those visitors
who have the time and interest to invest in their
battlefield visit.

The new tour route would have onc-way traffic,
except where the route follows segments of
existing two-way roads (sce Alternative |:
Proposed Action map and appendix C). As
currently envisioned, the route in alternative |
would take the visitor across Manson Pike into
the section of the battlefield to the south that is
proposed for acquisition, and back unto a short
segment of Manson Pike to return to the central
section of the national battleficld. Projections
indicate that traffic on Manson Pike will
increase in the future, primarily due to an
increase in development west of the national
battleficld. Studies are underway to determine
possible methods of augmenting the safety of
Manson Pike while retaining the route’s
historical integrity. The outcome would
influence final designs for the way park visitors
would cross Manson Pike. The National Park
would work closely with city and county
officials on the planning and design of the tour
route’s intersections with Manson Pike.

The Stones River Battiefield Transportation
Corridors Plan, prepared in 1997 for Rutherford
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County, indicates that the proposcd auto tour
route would not signiticantly affect local traffic,
even with an expected increase in visitation.
Nevertheless, park management would take an
active role in working with city, county, state,
and/or federal officials in transportation
planning for the future. The goal would be to
minimize the impact of regional traffic on the
historic resource and the park visitor, to
minimize the impact of park visttors on regional
traffic, and to cnsure the safety of visitors and
local residents.

Portions of the interpretive auto tour would be
routed along road corridors that existed at the
time of the battle. To the greatest extent
possible, these road corridors would be
maintained in keeping with their historical
integrity. This treatment would especially apply
to sections of Van Cleve Lane (historically
called McFadden Lane), Manson Pike
{historically called Wilkinson Pike), Gresham
Farm Lane, Asbury Lane, and Old Nashville
Highway (historically called Nashville Pike).

The 12 stops on the new interpretive route are
listed below (also refer to the Alternative | map
for locations of the tour stops).

« Stop 1 — Lines Before Battle (1st Major
Battle Action Zone)

+ Stop 2 — Start of Battle and Sheridan’s Stand
(2nd Major Battic Action Zone)

+ Stop 3 - Sheridan’s Delaying Action (3rd
Major Battle Action Zone)

» Stop 4 - Confederate Flank Attack/Gresham
Farm (3rd Major Battle Action Zone)

+  Stop 5 ~ Attempted Union Stand (4th Major
Battle Action Zone)

«  Stop 6 —Yankee Collapse (4th Major Battle
Action Zone)

« Stop 7 - The Cotton Field (4th Major Battle
Action Zone)

» Stops 8 and 9 — Confederate Thrust to Old
Nashville Pike (4th Major Battle Action
Zone)

o Stop 10 — Union Defense of Old Nashville
Pike (Sth Major Battle Action Zone)

» Stop 11 = Fight for the Round Forest (4th and
5th Major Battle Action Zones)

+ Stop 12 — McFadden’s Ford/McFadden Farm
(6th Major Battle Action Zone)

Particular effort would be made to develop a
single wayside exhibit that would orient park
visitors to all six of the identified major battle
action zones. It would further invite them to
experience these six phases of the Battle of
Stones River along this auto tour route. The
exhibit could be located at stop 1.

t1.S. Regular Brigade Monument in
national cemetery
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National Cemetery

Stones River National Cemetery is historically
significant, provides another human dimension
to battle-related events, and has proven to be of
great interest to visitors in the past. Its formal,
manicured design dates back to 1892 and has
been modified over the years by park admini-
strators. The design elements, including the
stone wall, the arrangement of the headstones,
commeinorative cast iron markers, the trees and
landscaping, the flagpole, the monuments, and
the benches, ail contribute to a pleasing and
mermorable visitor experience. The national
cemetery is a tangible reminder of how the
United States memorializes its dead and how
Civil War battleficlds became symbols of the
constant price of sustaining a republic.

In order to improve the chronology of the auto
tour and to preserve the contemplative
atmosphere of the cemetery, this site would not
be included as a tour stop. To ensure that
visttors are aware of the existence of this
important site, the park folder would feature a
section about the cemetery. This would highlight
the cemetery as a significant site in itself, as a
place of reflection and illustrative of the
memortial efforts on the battleficld.

Other Interpretive/Visitor Services

A new 1-2 mile pedestrian interpretive trail,
beginning and ending at the visitor center,
would be developed to show how the December
1862 landforms and vegetation significantly
affected the events of the Battle of Stones River.
A self-guided brochure would be the primary
media for use along the trail. Such a trail would
allow visitors the opportunity to walk or hike to
significant points in the west side of the park,
away from cars and bicycles. Placement of the
trail would avoid environmentally sensitive
areas, such as the cedar glades. Here the trail
would be located along the already disturbed
corridor of the west side of the existing tour
loop, which would be obliterated in alternative
1. The new interpretive trail would replace the
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existing 3.5-mile perimeter trail, which runs
along the west side of the present tour road, is in
poor condition, and does not contribute to the
interpretive objectives of the park.

The Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery
outdoor exhibit near the visitor center would be
expanded to present the full battery of six guns
with all supporting wheeled vehicles, including
limbers, caissons, a battery wagon, and a
traveling forge. In addition. two new interpretive
wayside exhibits would be provided. When in
place, it would be the only complete exhibit of
all whecled vehicles of an artillery battery in any
area of the national park system.

Visitors would continue to have access to
Lunette Palmer and Curtain Wall No. 2 of
Fortress Rosecrans. The site was opened to the
public in 1994, A foot trail with clevated
boardwalk winds through the site, and wayside
exhibits interpret the site’s significance. Work is
underway to open Redoubt Brannan of Fortress
Rosecrans to the public, and a plan to preserve
Lunette Thomas is in progress.

New interpretive exhibits would be provided at
the national cemetery, Rosecrans’s Headquarters
site, and Bragg’s Headquarters site,

To be able to implement the interpretation of
inaccessible portions of the greater Stones River
battlefield, a film and/or video documentary of
all surviving components of the 1862-63
battleficld’s cultural landscape would be made
as soon as possible. Failure to do so in a timely
manner would result in lost opportunity because
of rapid urban development of lands
surrounding the national battlefield.

VISITOR FACILITY DEVELOPMENT
General

Stones River National Battlefield is in a very
rapidly urbanizing area that is attempting to

kecep up with services and infrastructure. This
places increasing pressure on the park to provide
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for some of these needs, such as general open
space and recrcation facilities, and utility and
transportation corridors. The proposal to add
original batticfield land to the park is recognized
by the National Park Service as well as the
community as a bold, important statement that
battlefield lands are viewed as historic, offering
visitors as well as descendants of those who
fought here personal connection with this major
Civil War battle. Once protected through
inclusion within the park boundary and
acquired, use of the land is not taken lightly.
Any use or development must relate directly to
the park’s purpose, significance, and
management objectives and be necessary to
achieve those objectives. This concept pertains
to new and existing, NPS and non-NPS, uses
and development. Passing this threshold, any
use or development must blend compatibly with
the desired resource protection and visitor
experience objectives. The overriding focus is
the preservation and interpretation of the
battlefield landscape.

In addition to the orientation panels, interpretive
media, wayside exhibits, and interpretive trail
described previously, the following facility
development is proposed.

Auto Tour Route and Associated Trail

The auto tour route would be relocated and
expanded to 7.6 miles under alternative 1, more
than double the length of the existing tour route.
A significant portion of the route would be
located on the proposed lands to be acquired
south of Manson Pike. Approximately 4 miles,
or 53%, of the route would require new or
reconstructed roads. The remainder of the tour
would use existing roads.

All tour stops would be designed to
accommodate parking for vehicles and bicycles,
including oversized vehicles such as buses and
traifers. The number of spaces for vehicles
would vary from stop to stop, depending on the
expected time visitors would stay at each stop.
That determination would be made when the

tour route reaches the design phase, and is
expected to range from 3 to 10 spaces per stop.
Wayside exhibits would be sited to take
advantage of the scene being described, and
appropriate pedestrian circulation would be
provided. Footpaths ranging in length from 500
to 1,000 feet would lead to interpretive exhibits
at sclected stops. A trail would parallel the auto
tour route, Further descriptions of the auto tour
route and associated trail are included in
appendix D.

McFadden Farm

McFadden Farm is the final stop on the
proposed auto tour route. Visitors arriving by
vehicle would park in the city’s greenway
parking lot on the east side of the Thompson
Lane bridge at Stones River (sce the McFadden
Farm Development Concept Plan map.) This
parking lot is on 11 acres of land owned by the
city of Murfreesboro. Although it is within the
national battiefield’s authorized boundary, there
is currently no intent by the National Park
Service to acquire the land. Access to McFadden
Farm would be via historic McFadden Lane.

The trail along McFadden Lane would not be
fully accessible for the mobility impaired.
Therefore, a parking arca would be provided at
the upper level of the site, with vehicle access
via Van Cleve Lane (historically called
McFadden Lane) from Broad Street. An
accessible footpath would lead from this parking
area to the Artillery Monument. The existing
parking area at the monument would be
removed to more closely restore the area to an
1860s era appearance.

An orientation panel would be provided at the
entrance 1o the site near the terminus of the
Stones River Greenway to provide orientation
and information. Wayside exhibits would be
provided to describe the events of the last day of
the battle, the Artillery Monument, and the
McFadden cemctery. A line of cannon would be
placed at the top of the hill to enhance the
historic scene to interpret the final day of battle.
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One of the proposed cultural landscape reports
for the national battlefield would provide the
basis for landscaping at the site. For additional
detail regarding the proposed development
actions at McFadden Farm, see appendix E.

Yisitor Center Trail

A |-mile trail connecting the visitor center with
the Stones River Greenway via the “Battlefield
Way” (the city of Murfreesboro’s connecting
trail to the greemwvay) would be constructed by
the National Park Service. From the visitor
center, the trail would follow the east side of the
interpretive loop drive and lead eastward across
the field and Van Cleve Lane, along the north
edge of the forest, to the west side of Thompson
lLaneg, where it would turn northward to Old
Nashville Highway. In the vicinity of the
Thompson Lane bridge over Old Nashville

. Highway, the trail would connect to the
Battleficld Way. The potential also exists for a

Alternative 1. Proposed Action

Stones River at McFadden Farm

spur trail to extend south and east to a possible
future segment of the Stones River Greenway.

An orientation panel would be placed at the
point where the trail crosses the park boundary
near the Thompson Lane bridge, to provide
orientation and information for visitors entering
the park. A map of the park would hightight the
tour route, the visitor center, and other visitor
attractions.

The visitor center trail would not exceed 8 feet
in width, and it would be designed and located
to minimize impact on the historic scenc.

Other Sites

Modiftcations would be made for visitor center
parking, Hazen Monument, and Rosecrans’s
Headquarters. Brief statements of intent are
provided for each site.
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Development concept plans and environmental
assessments for proposed developments would
be provided when funding becomes available for
design and construction.

Visitor Center Parking. Parking and
pedestrian/vehicle circulation at the visitor
center would be changed to enhance safety,
improve convenience for the visitor, Increase
capacity, and provide a more visually attractive
experience upon arrival at the park.

Hazen Monument. Development at this site
would consist of relocating the parking so that it
18 not visually intrusive on the monument site,
and 1o provide safe and adequate parking.

Rosccrans’s Headquarters. Parking at
Rosecrans’s Headquarters site would be
modified to enhance safety, vehicle access, and
acsthetic appearance. A wayside exhibit would
be provided for interpretation of the site and for
park orientation. Fencing would be provided to
prevent unauthorized access to the quarry
behind the site. Subject to the acquisition of
necessary lands, a trail would be provided along
Old Nashville Highway to connect the site with
the visitor center.

MANAGEMENT ZONING

National battlefield lands arc classified into
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