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WHEN Some Lagerus died in 1887, o brilladnt 1ife end serveer tragieally cut
short at the age of thirty-sight, very few remembered her especially es the
suthor of "The New Colossus”, the eelebrated somnet for the Status of Liberty.
Far and wide the passing of this distinguished young American postese was
Muaimm:olmhuta«m,Muablntethuﬂmnof
1iderty-loving pecple everywhere. The moe-note reputaticn of Miss Lazarus
today, as "the laureate of Miss Liberty”, has, them, a 1ittle historical
irony about it == for today very few indeed remember her as she appesred in
the America of her own day, to her own people and times, mMorm
mmmuﬂwm.mﬁyum.mmmuo
fourteen 1ines of *The New Colossus” which are cest in & bronse Sablet in
the pedestal of the National Momument, her neme has begome & 1ittle vagme
and obsoure, Yet the story of Suma Legarus is a story worth telling; end to
recover the strenge and faseinating of her 1life is to begin a quest for the
real Emma Lasarus, the poet, the woman, the greet somehow forgotten Ameriean,
This blographiesl memorandum is by nc means en exhaustive presentation of
the data on Bmma Lagarus, nor is it offeored ss a systemtic and eritical
enalysis of her life and reputeticn, The intention is merely to review the
materials whioh the writer found 1t nocessary to explore in prepering a number
of specinl features for the interpretive and pudlie relations program, It
e to be hoped that 1% will prove servigeable as a handy compendium of useful
informetion on en aspest of the story of the Stetue which hes in recent
times osught the interest, curiosity and imsgination of growing nusbers
of Anericans, *



IT seems undenieble that Hmms Lagarus wes in her own day s literary figure
of rare, ungommon distinetion, In 1871 she published a bock of her pooms
called Admetus, snd the reviews in both Englend and Awrica were unanimcus
in their sdmiration for this new young talentie .

*He econnot help saying thet we have not for @ long time

seon §oy volume of poetry which, in so meny various ways,
gives such promise as the present,” (Westminster Heview)

*yiss Leserus must be hailed by impartisl literary criticism
ucwwmmmu..nmlhnmﬂnu
us, after the present volume, if she hereafter ta kes & high

place emcng the best poets of this age of ow common English
o {(Illus. London Hews)

nmqmm.mmmmm-uumummu
mn;bmnmm»m«.m:«.mu.nunu
thomselves unforgettable to all friends and soqusittences. Thomas Went-
worth Higgineon, one of the great nineteenth century figures in our
cultural 1ife, wrote to his sisters in 1878 *Did you ever hear of any

|

| poens by Bmme Lesarus? murnm:aummm"’
Thet, Mumth.-nmlm“rMum-
Whon she died, The Gritis, ome of the lesding literary mgesines, wroters *

*4 personal ity very distinet; e mind that lesned to study
and work; a spirit singularly early to menifest wit, yet
retentive of its keenness to the very last of a terrible
{11neas; e neture in sympathy with the highest manifost.
atiohs in litersture and the fine srte; end & character
mswummammmmu
modesty, ite delicacy end diserimination; that was Fums
Lezerus, who died in Hew York on Seturday, Kovember 19,
in the 30th yesr of her ago." »



4,

The Yew York Sun, in an editorisl ites, cbservedis
'hnkmm.munuMaonynmnﬁua
mmuu.m-mnumqmw.unuum
mum:mum,mammworm'u
verious aceomplishments. Her renferings from the Uersan
were especially moteworthy.”

mmmnmuwmwmmmnunumu‘

B@IA LAZARUS DBAD

The Wellsincwn Poet, Translator, and
uriter for .

umwxwmmm.amnma
186 Vest 10th Street, in this eity, which was the home
of her parents who are both desd. She was 956 years old,

by 88%evse
qummm.ammm.utmun
mhmuhmatmhhmww.mn‘wmw
ummmuww.' mummmmun,
mﬁmmm.:&wmunm:mamuu
Mﬁmmctnmmt\. and to personal sequsintances as 8 woman
smmmmwmmmmmm"
swm«wuummmm“um
Sventag Fosti-

T, S

that mmumvmmn-wtunmn
.mwm,wmmmum«.m,,



It was the refined, dignified, sympathetic, and sanely
enthusisstie charscter of the woman = the personal charm
and foree of hor lofty nature == thet made her literature
what it wes, end what, ales! it would have been. There was
2o art to whieh she did not respond with subtle appreciation,
¥usie, puinting, poetry, the drama ~- she felt keenly,
inteliigently, and generously the speeisl charm of eaeh.
For moral idess, she bhad the keenness of her rece, And

she had, too, that "genius for friendship® which few so
fully understand, Thet such a neture should have formed
close ties of intellectual sympathy with men of the character
of Bmerson in Americe snd Browning in Sagland, is not e
matter of surprise. It is sineerely to be hoped that &
garefully colleoted sditicn will be prepared of those of
her poams and essays which she herself would most wish to
soe preserved. Survely all thet way should be donme to0
uphold the example and extend the influence of so pure
and noble a 1ife.” '

That "genius for friendship® was sbundently and eloquently attested to by
the pussrous statements printed in The American liobrow and Tho Oritle es
mesordal reviews of her 1ife and work, *°

From Robert Browning omme o eablegrem exproseing’sdnireticn for the
gonius and love of the chavecter of his lemented friend, Bmma Lasarus,.”
m-n.mnrmmmmmm.;nmmxmvw
#bittier, a letter fros Jemes Grant ¥ilson who seenlled ¥illiam Culles
Bryant's originsl reccsmendation to him of Smma Lazarus' verses:"better
(Beyant hed said) then any verses I remember o heve boen written by eny
smeriesn girl of eightosn,” From Simnd Glerence Stedman, one of the
Mmummmwmm.mmw*mmmm
abion in her asdor, her sktire, her wrath, and exeltation,” From Mary M,
Goben, the Peccllection of their first mesting: "es I remsuber her figure,
i wes of mediua helght, of slight sroporticn; she moved sasily, and epoks

L
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with a gentleness very engeging; but I was move struck by the entive
mumtmmmmthuymum
$raits....” Gdward Sggleston, another promineat persemality in American
literature, wrotets ‘

“To m0 “mma Lazerus seemed ome of the most notsbls of women,

Her genius combined inm @ rare way a capaeity for largensss

of view with intensity of {lluminetion end emotion,...it is

& gource of lasting disappointzwnt that one with such gifts

and aspirations should have died before she had yet resched

her zenith of achievement snd reputation,”
Professor H, H, Boyessn, of mua University, and & ploneer emong soeioce
logieal novelists in Americs, Peealled her warm relations with Turgenev,
~the distinguished Ruseien novelist, and théir mutusl spprecistion mmd sdmiration
of each other's personslity and art. (Higginson recalls ia his autobiography
Bis treip to Russis, his mesting with Turgenev, md fhe novelist's sonversetion
about Zmma Lazarys, u) l'm!_uumu camp & message signed by Bohn Hay,
who had been Lincoln's seeretary during the Civil ¥War, who was to de ome of
Amsriea’s leading diplomats, and who has nehieved s place of his owh in the

story of Amrieosn ;uum.w

gifts, heve added an ardent and self-sacrificing devotion to
Justice, '.‘MW,WI“MU-’ <t



Te

From Cherles ie Dans, John Burroughs, and ©, L. Godkin, a trio of genuinely
groat numes in Amricen writing, came the wost revealing end intimate portraits

; of a most remarkesble woman, Oodkin's offering read:e

alvendy been said

¥isas Lazarus' genius

7,

ting the attention of the
serve with great ianterest the

her first poam, ot the house of Samuel G,

years ago, I was in the habdbit

t 5y own house, or in genersl soole

at
deney
nex

$0 ob

with her began twenty yeurs sgo, when as a
ef her sarliest admirers. From thst time

I can add very little $o what has
she was attrec

of expressing my sppreciation of

tion of her chavaoter,

lld dntn

www MMM

» both of thought and exprescion,

THIRLT I S
IR mm.uﬂumanm
Sl Hiligldy
i HEads

T ML :w‘w ]
Mmmmwmmmmu«u ”mmmmammmmw
2i:d ummm“mm mMuuummmm H
mmmnmmmw : w HITH
< mMmeu 5 mm umm
i mrmmm i
, 3387 m mm
Mmmm -m w“m i M hm

Mgmx mum numuw mmm

*

I valued her,

which was of a high order,

sympathy and attraction as s perecn, her grasce and

the

her literary genius,

of uy best frisuds snd most appreeintive resders
& personal bereavement in her dea



muum Among other things she bhad this treit
of grest minds -~ generoscity, she was broad, sincere, and
charitable. :»mmawmmuutbun
that have been produced in this sountry during her time,
mmmxmurmumum.mm
mmuumnwu.

My.mmm%ho»%m:-

.;mmmmnmm-.ummwmrm
to meet her often, and %o have opportunities of counversation
~with her upon mmn of overy kind, especially those relating
to literature, philosophy, and universal preligion, These
mtmmmmummuu.um
exosedingly instructive., Her imouwledge was extensive, her
appreciation uphackneyed and asymspathetiec, her wit and humor
delightful, wmma,mwmmm
and fspreseive, Narrcwness end bigotry were unknown $0 her
nature, aad her friendships were most valuasble to those on
vhon ehe conferred them, To the courage and logic of a man
mmmm&«ummm»yuaw
intelligsnce. To have possession in m

of such a person is a consolation in
om.tuh.mtum#mum.mrmm
death is smply repaid by the conseiousness that she has lived,"

mmmm-wamtmmuumamnwy :
1inited by the faot Shet such & pevecn surely needs to be kmown in order
u»mﬂ'wnw'mhuamny._,mmé_ua
acquainteneeship as historical intimeay een produce, one is led to delieve
omi—-ummsummmo:wuumrm-mma
QMM«Mkrmuutm'nle:onnamw
mmm.mmmr. | |

In point of feot, the muthoritative Ca
speaks of & "tric of noble women” in American letters = "Margarst Fuller,
Julis Werd Nowe, Sme Laserus” (snd then edds the nane of Eerriet Bessher
stowe), 12 etmum‘umgnam»-
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in B Lazarus (1848-R087) was held
Channing, Eggleston,

L]

43 s \ u t 2 ps
il
HiHH e I
A HHE T
.mumuuMMWNWM«mmumwumM
mu.mmmm-mmwmmummmwm«n
i el
i
WMMm mmm‘memmm quwmmM«
s
mummmmm.m. umumdmb mmmmm

men and mtf....'. 18
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Con

munmnmuwunmwmm' iife
end work, Ralph Susk, profescor of Ansricsn literature b Golusbia Univereity,
mMummumnmm-uuw
(1939) thst with the increasing iaterest in her a fullelength stuly might
shortly be expesteds ¥ Meamwhile, briefer, move Sangential portraite
suffics. The best intimte ploture of Bmse Lasarus was written not long after
her death in 1887 by her sister, Josephine, originally for The Century mages~
ine, which was them edited by Richerd Wetsom Gilder, and later reprinted as the
blographical introduetion to the colleeted edition of The Poows o
a.nnrmuuummwmmmuwwua

& Hires urel (1938), firet printed in
The bandiest, most convenient sowrce of information is
the article by Oladys Orehem in the Distjonery of American Biography, the text
of which followsi= 7

LAZANUS, WA (July 88, 1840--dev.l9, 1887), poet, essayist,
was born in New York Oity of pure Sepherdic stock, the daughter of
Hoses snd Bather (Maethan) lagerus, A member of a largs, wealthy,
and devoted family, she passed a pleassnt youth, with winters in
Hew York Uity end susmers by the sea, She was educated entirely
by private tutors. Very presceious, in 1866 she had s velume
entitled Poems end Translations, sontaining verses written between
the sges of fourteen and sixteen, printed for private eirculstion,
This eollsction, with additions, was published in 1867, The verses
were prececupied with the sonvensionally romentie and veguely

themes congenisl to youth, but they breathed sn unueually
lofty spirit end showed a pleasing fancy end considerable sommend
of rhythm, They attracted the attention of Ralph Wmldo Emerson,
who became interssted in the young poet, iavited her %o spend a
week in the Smerson home at Comsord, and kept up a lifelong oorre
espondence with her. She yroudly dedicated her seocnd velums,

5. 28




AMmetus and Other Foems (1871), "To My Friend, Ralph Weldo
Emerson”. In 1874 she published her first prose work, Alids:
An Episcde of Uvethe's Life, dealing with the Fredericke
 Brion ineldent, and, in 1876, The Spagnoletto, s five-act
poetic drama -in its soene laid in seventeenth sentury
Italy., During this decade she alsc ¢ ontriduted numerous
poens to Seridmer's lonthly and $o Lippincott's Magazine.

‘Thus far, she had shows 1ittle interest in the life of
her own people, Although she bad mede a thorough study of
ewish history and literature she was internationally minded
and trained too oritically to regard with great reverence the
dogmas of the orthodox church to which she cutwardly belonged,

In deolining to contribute to & Jewish hymn book, she said,
“I fesl no religious fervour within me”,..iven as late as 1881,
when her Fooms and Ballads of Hoinrioh “wine mppeared, in the
introduetion to this excellent transletion she considered Heine
a8 o Usrman almost more than es & Jew,

But the persecttiion of Ruseisn Jews during 1079-83 turned her
from a pleasing litterateur inte an ardent patriot, When the
refugees began to orowd into Ward's Island in 1881, she becems
. prominent in organizing efforts for their relief. Then, the
next year, in the same number of the Century Magesine which
carried her eritical study "Was the Earl of Besconsfield s
iis ive Jew?" there appeared an opprodbricus artiele by

‘ Journalist, Mme, Z, Ragozin, "Russian Jews and Centiles”,
which the author attempted to defend the pogroms, Miss Lage
arus replied in the next number with a erushing rejoinder,
“Russien Christianity versus Yodern Judaism®, Nemceforth she
stood as the leading “merican champion of her rase,

In 1888 she published Songs of e Semite, containing "The Dane e
to Death” = written earlier, a powerful poetic drams of fourteenthe

Jowish life -~ and a nusber of other strong and impassioned
poems, In February 1882 she contributed e noteworthy article on
“The Jewish Froblew" the Century Magasine, Later followed o
M«wmwcmmmuiuuﬂmﬂn“ (Century

e ), and snother prose series entitled "An Spistle
$0 the Hobrews™, pudblished in The American Hebrew, All this work

=

:.,

g

On 8 trip to Burope tiwree ¥ sarlier she had deen received

 tokens of en imternationsl reputation. Then, at
the helght of her powers, she was stricken with cancer. After e
second trip to Surope in 18651087, she refurnsd home to die at

O G
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There are a number of bidliogrephicsl smmu.mam-umm
references are to be found in The Je ol
remarks that *Mmu she is the most ummum literary figure prod-
uosd by Amerisen Jewsy, and possidly the most ominent poet ameng Jows since
Heineses”, and that mauxmz;wmm.uMm-mn-mn
glosn of the solemn fire of the Hebrew prophete”s

About the qualities aad mrits and speetel significsnce of her postic
 work there has been 1ittle agresnent amcng erities and resders, Soms say
m:mmxymnmhmmmm..uxmmmmm
mmmtmmumm-mnmnwunnuu
the literary guild was a groat thems, the ssteblishuent of instent communiestion
‘betwoes some stirring reality end Mer stillehiddes and irresclute subjectivity,
ore® 3% L1ohough the substitution of publie Sor private valuss in her peetdy
was probebly not he dramtisc awabening vhieh 1t s sluplified fato by so
many, it um mmusm tm there was a significant M
hhrumunmauuam. Amwmmuumau
6n artiele saviy 1n bev sareest "IV is with plessuse that we make D¢ predietion
mmm-mmmummmmutmum.m
mntmuuumhmmmm,mwmwucmn
nw-mmm,mmmmmm.mmmum
m-mmnum-uumamnmtmm.nm
sgement, to stimlate her to grect literary triumpbs.

In fuot, in the cbitusry article whish appeared in The I
from which we bave already quoted, the #diter seught




“$o speak mainly of that erisis 6 in her history which quickened
her intellect and gave o new direction to deor litersry energies.
In this respect her last years were not unlike those of Helen
Jackson, The latter took up the ceuse of a rese with whose
story she was femiliar, munoumaumm.
Emsa leazerus, with no less erdor and certainly with equal art,
Wt»m“h&mnﬁuum. It was through
this new ocnsecration that esch writer came into a fuller
mestery of ber own powers amd into s wider fame." g1

muum.mw.mummwmmmumm
mmmmanwm»m.nnumoum_m mal limite
atione of ber later work.
wmmummummm.uumuutmuo
distinetive quality of “mere” romntic verses. ¥or Williem James, the great
Anortesn philosepher and selentis$, "$hey leave a most besutiful impression
of & young girl meking her way securely bowards deep and rich things,"
In the seme letter to Guma lasarus, dated August 26, 1882, Wililam James
eritesie * o

oL o ayeedt & | wotdh, oid find myself vesdi
postry, g Pyl Sy o ol

.
i

nust say
‘that when T do enjoy 1t I enjoy it very much. you gifted
ones who ean and sony and eivele through the sky of
expreseion, nm.mahvmm terra firme must
sometimes be & matter of impatience. I think that the power
of with thought and language sueh a8 you possses io
the of gifts, You should not be too much professional

mwun, 1 moan too exelusively bound to it, == 1t ought
uummu-mg.rum:m in other ways...."

mmm«aumm-mmmwrmm
a wiser comment om poebry: 'it ought to be the overflowing of a life riah in
other ways®s® *° s et

But for all the mecessary exphasis on the contimuity of her postic person~
ality (even soms of her most ¥hitmangeqne pleces were written in her orginel
style of correct and delicute phresing, as will muxm. there does



seen t0 bo evidenes of & more or less erucisl Surmingepoint in her cereer.
o 1078 there 1s & lotber o %me lasars written by her good friend,

Jobn Purroughs, in whieh he writes encoursgingly of her work, and s evidently

‘trying to Gisplece her moody pessimism, ™ iis reference to Walt "Mitmn may

have inspired her, or sgain added further to despair,
'wmmmmmnuamwm&.m ®©

me
to Hew York to lesture (on “breham Lincoln) sbout the middle of
this monthessel sow hiz and spent o dey and & night with him four
woeks ago. I spoke of you to him, Fe remembered your nams snd
had read and remerked soms of your poems. They had arrested his
attention, wiich you may consider a compliment....I hope alee you
are not Judging yourself so harshly as you was, I think you need .
above all things to cherish and encourage and insist upon yourself,...”

'lmllumhntw’bMWDcum.'mﬂlmu
Stedman wrote, reecalling the same period of Jema's life, "when wur homes were
not for apart and she wes often an adnired guost in wy housebold,”

"One evening she confided to merher feeling of despomdency as to
her poetic work; & belief that, with all her passion for besuty
and justice, she 'had acoomplished nothing to stir, nothing to :
awakes, t0 teach or to suggest, nothing the world could not equally
do without's These very wards I teoke from a létter received
the sume week, und ¢ :

7t
5
B
§
:
§
|
g
:

e ‘
eage, the Hebrew ideals d1d wot a to her; but I replied that
I envied her the inspiration she night derive from

It wae not long before outrages to whieh the Jews wero subjected

in Zeetern and ¢ Zurope bagun to stir the oivilised world, and
mhm of Esma Lasarus thrilled, as I from the first

3

believed they would, with the pession snd indignation that suppe

1ied m“‘“ mrw her BOngeses™
tne of the sarlisst indications of hor "ewkissling” was her political eritiee
iem of Longfellow's celedbrated verse:- ' |
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-mwmtmmmmnu ne mere,
The groaning earth in travail and in pein

Brings forth ite reces, but does not rum,
mmmmmwr&nm

The wry fects of :m'm ien and uﬂ‘erm. yuvnttm and W&m
MMW.MWQOCWoﬂﬂMV.mMommm
were "not at all in need of miraculous resuseitetion to establish their
natfonality”, 2 |

Philip Yowen is owr source for the scraps of imformation sveilable en

her welfere work of this period, In ¥he Amsriosn Hebrew end in his Autcbiow
MQMmamottmﬂnm‘nhmummlw

apirited smerican ehampion of liberty.

" .sefhe boheld the viotims of persecution huddled together in
Uastle Garden, arriving in sue b large numbers that all argane
fsation for their eare feiled; she ssw some of the fasilies
sared for temporarily after a fasion in the v sricus boarding
houses throughout the downtown distriet, In order thet she
might the more fully note what wee being done for them, she
visited the refuge on Ward's lsland srected dy the megnifice
ent liderality of Nr, Jacod He Sohiff, who ncbly oume $0 the
relief of the committees in their sore need. lo personsl
intervieows with meny of the refugees, and all this furnished
mumuwmmumu. Her pen was busy and
it served to tmm otheresss” 29

muhﬁmmu;munt of hend at Oastle Mcn. as the Russian
refugees poured h. snd lodgings were exhausted, that the Mmu;u uthw :
' nmmpmummve!muummmm. '

..mwmmmwwnﬁmum
The sanitary conditions were soom vile, for the people thero hed
never bothered about such metters at home,

Bemoe Lazerus, whe hed developed a great iuterest in the refusees,
visited th'nhtbirmm, ﬁm!tm&. nn unless

£
L
;
H
Bt
5
2
1t
fi;
%



18,

went 12t0 the matfer the more she was satisfied that, for the
nﬁmu- clase and for thelr ohildren, it was necessary
that they be given technical intruction...” gp

b:mwwwmmﬁemtutm-M'wmlﬂu
| AR S T 2
::':1:‘:?: 'Mvwl&wmtl‘vm“yﬂ%mmn

manmumnmummevmmmw .
vileh sarved s inspizetion for Smua Lassrus’ ¢ ouregeous strugsle in behelf
of thess downtroddens This is attested to convimeingly by Dr. Oottheil’s
mmoxwuuumguum'm‘nm.” ¥hat pushed her,
perhaps, into the Jewish mmuum her enxioty %o promote (im her own
words) "8 truer recogaition of the large prizeiples of religloa, liberty, and
lew upon whieh Judsiem is founded®s *° And there is vigor and fire to ®he
e Lezarus of this pertodie b

numm‘muma-mm«'m.mm Sme Lagarus hed come
& long way from thet day in 1869 when ¥William Dean Towells ocould writes to

_ , : ] t 48
reason alons undesirsble; bosides though 1t is prolix, the old
m«mmwsnmymunum 18000 0es"

mmmemswwaszﬁuothm~
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¥ueh of the litersture written at tds close of the nimeteenth century,
muuw"ua in Ameries, ecs be indleted oo the eharge of bloodless
mwmu\mm mwmmmmmmwm :
latter years of hor 1ife «= the “mma Lamerus of whon 1% was written hll-
mwmummmwn-”,
osgﬂ"mum L
Thou speskest, and thy volee we love full well,
mwhmmmrmm
muvmvueuwmtmm
It 42 in tids cﬂitdlmmﬁnumthmuawu |
Lewisohnie 24 ik |
®, .. Little gan Be sald of or for the many ambdbitious v erses of
mummwm-Mu ‘
Y

-nmucsnmuu«uuunmam or the bl
ideclisns of George Edward ‘ t
m«:umuotme.m. It wes an age not
of tdn,

mumdmamum«mwctmnmu.
of correet gentiments und nerveless meter let mo

Lazorus, nwm.mnmmmm
myuﬁc other souneteors and odic gestioulators...The stream
orvmwmmxn-aynummmmawmam

maammwaum.m.mnnm m&mmum
; "'mumts.nm.mmcnmwm But how far
‘mw.m*nmnummunhxmmmnvmnns» -
eritionl exchengs between Viss Lezerns and Heury George, eertainly no felse
mumm.mm-m&m;mmmmmw ‘
a-«w-mmw,um.mummu.xm.
mmwm;ﬂ' .

i
,.i
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‘4he hmm mw

it foree and haty
the kiM and strongest
' owar whia

{ h brings
orth, M.m.lufﬂ:ﬂatm‘u that 4f 1 casnot
mm.lhﬁﬂhnﬁhontbnmdmm
one who 8an mmmmntm.mmmumu
the gratification of feeling that one of your gifts hears
that MAmthhMmmuh forgottensess”

Sonetines, pwhpl. nmn‘nthtmquM\ommw
nmw«mm.mmww.mmm "appesl” hud been fargottens
Mmhunhtlnn&«pn«htohranm .hrm»“
"he history of your pecple is so interesting uu. that .
xmmmmnmmn»mnuu
antiquities must avouse in yau. But don't let it maryow your
view, !C“utpmhm»utnwm pecple;
but for the peopls, However do not aim at this or that, The
‘mmmnnnmmnmmm. :
mnmmmsmm-uawumtmumn
xmmﬁnqwcamuuwmamm«mum-
reared its head in Ameriean llihlm controveray. And when she died,
umrp-mnm:-”
mnﬂu\wm.mmnbnbl
nieath Hlus unblurred md clear sbtars never m
i meat thet che de laidl

Just Heaven secorded that sed right we elalmed: ;
l.hmn :

s %o olasp the igland-seat
" 0f Freedom, -~ whom she seng ﬂihn&oonm.



111

l!mm!lﬂmmmwtodu'm culture of the seventies”
thet served as the essentisl literary end intellsctusl framework for
Sume Lezarus® career, And 1% was & oulture dominated by Boston taste
m m'mm over American letters that New Hnglend hed
 established with the "Penaissance” of Muereon, Thoresu, Hawthorse, in
the docades before, Pervington writes-">

*If the Shin pele atmosphere in which the genteel tradition

throve starved the minds of grester men in s move vigorous

age, it would play havoo with emaller men in an imitative

age, After Emerson snd Hewthorne came Stedmen and Seoddard
mma.-»wmm:rumsmamw

Ruma Legarus was purt of that genbeel tredition, and it is preeisely
her greet schievement that through some inner strength end vitality she
Mnmmwmwwmammmmm
serving to depress har, It is unfortunate that Vernen Parrington spperestly
knew mothing of her work, for her tura to sooial radicslism, her crusade
in behalf of underprivileged masses, her drumatie bresk with Brahmin orthoe
doxies ("I have accomplished nothing to stir, nothing to swsken, to tesch or
to suggest, nothing the world sould mot equelly well do without") ==



all thh. if not 1llwuinating with reference to “main currents in American
thought®, certainly tekes on significance in the light of his quest for
*the beginnings of eriticel resliss in Amsrica”, |
Porhaps 1t was this vital elemwent in Smme Lazerus’ personality that
attracted Walt Whitmsn to some of her peoms == and endesred her to his,
~ John Burrougha 1s wm‘urlnn‘a singuler place in the Whitusn eult,
In 1878 o wrote %o herie>’
1 aa Gelighted to bear thet you are equal $o the task of
appreciating Demooratic Vistas, I have no$ before found &
woman thet wes, end but fow med,...It 18 tome a ~
plece of writing, In 4%, se in the posms, I see the American
Demoeratiec Spirit fully grows and master of itself and of
its environment, hsughty wmd uncompromisinge...l wish you
. gould see him end kuow hime He is the tenderest and most
loving, and yet the most masculine of meBeses” e
In point of faet there is to bo found in & number of ¥uma Lagerus' poems
overtones of what ¢sn only be ealled the Whitmsnesque point of view,
Demooratie Vistas hed programatically cslled for a "New ¥orld literature®,
on originel netlomal art, & distinefive Amricsn culture = o infuse into
“lamentsble conditions...the breath resuperative of sene end nerole 1ife,"%0
o | mamm 1iterature, muﬂyntn:{‘::l
refloot existing surfaces, or pander to what is ¢
taste == not merely to amuse, pass away time, eelebrate
the beeutiful, the refined, the past, or exhidit teshnieal,
rhythmical, or gramsstical dexterity - but a litersture
underlying life, religious, eonsistent with selence, Ll
ing the elemente and forees with competent power, teaching
end training mONsese” ; :
And in the wwuwumnnam “The United States
\hesselves sre essentislly the greatest poom.®:
It was in 1871 == tho yesr of Whitman's Demosratic Vistes - that Rume
Legarus published & poes, mw* (And perhaps 1% should be edded that

1% possibly derives os wush from Snereen, the Aureon of “The Amrican Sehol.er®



address, as from Whitman; for like Zmerson's colebrated remsrks in 1837
nu‘mm-mmoemmu m;) The complete
mtuums- ]

T™hat distent isle mistewreuthed,

Huntled in unimsginsble green,

Too long heth been our mistress end our quoen.
Our fathers have bequeathed ,

Too deep a love for her cur hearte «ithin.

She made the whole world ring
%With the brave exploits of her children strong,
inéd with the matchless musie of hor song,
~ %oo late, too late we oling
To alien legends, and their strains prolong,

This fresh young werld I see,
#ith heroes, ¢ ities, logends of her own;
With & vew reco of men, and overbvlown
By winds from sea to ses,
mnntuum;'dmrym

I see the glittering tops
Gf snow-pesked mounte, the wid'ning vale's expanse

mm,mumu.
mmmumwmmm.

; The distant siren-song
Of the green islend in the eastern ses,
Is not the lay for this new chiwalry.
It is not froe and strong
To chant on preiries 'noath Bhis brilliant sky,.

The scho faints and falls;
It suiteth not, upon this western plain,



our voice or spirit; we should stir again
The wilderness, and make the plain
mmtmmhmnmm "k

Reeall Thitma's sengts

All the pest we leave behind,
%e debouck upon & newer, mmmu.muuu.
Jresh snd mm:wunnm.umam
and the mereh, :
Pioneers! O Ploneers!

¥hitman's language is, of gourse, free, musculer, and expansive; Lesarus®

s 84411 forml, correot, alaost precicus; but thers dcos soen to bo o themtie
affiaity, wmmummmmmuuum |
connsetion:-44

thmm'tmnhmmtum
of mighty generals, 1 d¢ not envy the generals,

Hor the President um;m.mmzmum
great house,

mm;::zecmmum.mum

: with

How together through life, Wham-. odium, uschanging,
long and long,

wmﬁmwmmmm.mmwm.
how effectionate and faithful they weve,

Mtwymt"-!mluymmmnﬂmm
bittere:t envy,

mmymmwhhmu¢mmumwuw
Soldiers®, revealing the sase feeling for the heroie bonds of silent intim
astos:~*® - ; '
' mmmmmmmm,

Deck gquatntly with gay flowers the psvu unknown?
'h;: wealth of bloom is M .m \

£
i
i
&
E
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And
Fot with wild, violent lﬂd’ for those who died,
0 wives and mothers, but with patience wise,
Oslm resignation and & thankful pride,
Tha have left their land a fame so wide,

a pege of thrilling histories.

1]



The seme kind of semewhat veiled Americanisms sppear in her poem, "Hoross”
~-"gomewbat veiled”, bocsuse they aypesr to be hidden by both vossbulery
and images: the voosbulary lacking ecnerete social roferences; the imgoe
drawn from foreign imaginatfons.

Yot the virtues of hey defects and defocts of hsr virtues all menaged
in some singular and extracrdinary wey, to combinme snd eansel cut end susceed
in fashioning st least one posn in which the Ampiean note is distinetive
end metohloss == “The New Oolossus™, |

The oireusstences in which the posm wes writton were recalled by Mrs,
mmm(-wmmmm&nmtmx
mmmh-

e T LAt 1s e mm‘:'.,

artists and suthors of selebrity to be sold for the benefit of
 the Bartholdi Statue Fund, at the Loan exhibition then sbout to

bs imaugurated at the Aoademy of Design, I begged Mise Lamerus
to give me gome v erses app to to the oceasion, Ghe was
at firet inclined to rebel sgaimst writing anythisg *to order?

~ _ upon
the enterprise in general, ‘Desides’, mm, "e hw-n
anything now, under the ma‘. will assuredly bo
-mutmmmmuurmmmmu

the bay, end holding her toreh cut to those Russian refugees of
yours you are so fond of visiting at Vard's Island', I suggested,
m-unammuumwummm

the time for merriment was passed -~ she s:id not a word mope,

Pi”

A day or two later, sccompanied by a note of gensrous an.
cume the poem...which was weleomed as = treasure for the Yortfolio,
vough by Mr, Lydtg Supdon for the sum of £iftesn hunived
uummmmwmammumu.
eppreciative mgsemblance on ths cpening night of the Exhidied u;
MMMme‘mmm

gem of poetic art....”

Mm,w:;unminmummmnmm_
of "The Hew Golossus”, other thss this item. The National icedemy of Design

fi



- bae no records on the matter; ey Devid Lydig Supdem's pepers have not as
mmzmm; mmammamwwmmmu
any tusﬂeul light, ind the contemporary reforences $¢ 1% have not been
ensy to find, Among the imt utwtug comments on "The New Colossus" was
tiis rethor stertling note from Tames Pussell Lowell to Smms Leserus in 1888:-%7
*yeol must write agein to sey how muck I 1iked your somnet
about the Statue =« much better than I like the Status 1tsddf,
But your sonnet glves its subjeet a raison d4'etre whiech it
wanted before muumhuuwm:am You have
; m 1% on & noble ome, seying sdniradly fuss the right word
be anid, sn schievement more arducus thun thet of the
« 1 have Just deen writing a sonnet myself and know

| mmms.mammtemnummmb
difficult when the subject is preseribed and mot chosen,”

mumm*mmnwutum.m_w“
Boston, observed in & veview of B Lemarus' collected poems in 1689 that
'mmmuthhﬂﬁummthtMW
@& eold and indifferent nature to ite firet apprehension of
the glory in even the more sordid slements of our American
1ife.”
Porrington would have been mmxumm surprised, to know thet "Boston®,
mm,nnwnm :
mtwmmwmmmmeumwrm Hor
mmmmm;mwwum.:mm.
um;ummmmntn.memmumvm
mumnhtmtammunnmwmmn.mm
nm»nrmm mm«»mmwm“
mwmmummuh-nmmrun
tibe oolleeted and given to the publie., Ye eam now at last
slearly und adeguately study the differing pbases of that
neble and pathetie gesius, hitherto known to us in fregments

slone, We read the volumes -muxmt and with « growing
TOVSTONCOses

* -.'F
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Sush posms as these of fome Lasarus st de received
with serious gretitude, They are interproted by the
‘baunting face that serves ee frontispiece to the volumes,
In the poens as in the face we find a moble matwre, pure,
sensitive, grave, true; in the poems ss in the face we
find & sonething which spesks of unsatisfied desire,

Kot love of besuty, not poetie fire, not morel earneste
ness nor hetred of wromg, nor even the intense devetion
to a rese-ideal, ¢ould quite content this spirit, She
found ne more, seemiagly in this life; end as we read,
the gonviction slowly takes possession of owr minds thet
even her latest phace wes not finel, and that the ¢omplete
fulfillnent of her genius wes wreal ized om earth,”

Several yeavs later wn erticle appeared by sm old ftiend of the pootess',
Mary M, Oohen, "Emmn Lezerus: Womsn, Poet, Fatriot”, Conesrning hey
© death, she wrotet % |

"6he was very soon after $his attecked by sorious symptoms
of @lspase, Ohe was 20t ccnseious thet her maludy wee
. dengerous, and only by degrees realized thst she was too
weok to travel about, Ohe berself was now struck with
‘the anslogy between herself and Heine on bis smttress-

- gvave in Faris. It is sald of her that she, too, the

~ lest time she went out, drasgged herself to the Louvre,

- %0 the feet of the Venus, *the Ooddess without avms, whe
oould not help's Her vitelity sloms ssewed to sustein
breath. As she expressed 1t, she *seemed to have always
one little wisdow looking out inte life', I do not
imsgine that she was ever s pessimist; yet at this time _
she said, "Wo euch cure for pessinisn as a severe {llness;
the simplest pleasures are enough,-- to breathe the afr
m sno ihfl%l'uu" i { !

ind in summing up her Whu of unm 88 & poet and a person,
Mary Conen concluted:~

"(0f) the qualities which make Bume lasarus the poet that
~ ghe was, tho mest remarkableo of all is the etmospherie
- quality with whish she seomod to pervade her work, No
matter whnt wood of Fature she wished to prosent, her
_will but ordered, and the scene iz instently before us,
e see the erimson dewn with faintly growing clouds, we
‘foel the pure, fresh air, we rejoiece in the approach of
the sun, HNoon may come with i%s glorious blus sky, the
4 of the swmer heat, the hum of inseots, the

f



mtaimlmwmhmerua. M‘t
no more neglected by her then the
ay or the nountide, U(ur souwls float
enchanted alr, fesling as she feels,
mmmn.... _
ia son gentrod ¢ mmzmsm-
froquently amm snd | ddstrituted sper
aany individuale, axsuple of her w
«wmmgm.mummrmu
fervor may be to us sll & proud s B oonstant
inspiretion, mm«mmuwm.
- 88 overlasting se& the bosuty of her thought, the
gentlonons of ler nyMﬁ. m th nmmh of br
N. ;

: m"-mamwxmmtmmmmu»mmxma
'M!nﬂdm'munmmuuutbmwmahm
o:mw.,mm.w»mmmsmwmw
Yook Timgwr-

i
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™ mammm

 Tablet on Liberty Islend %0 the Pootess
. mm«mswam

'ﬂnmotmm.awtmunmhmm.
mmmmwmm.mummwu.w
a greceful aet, w-i.mm bronge tatlet was
“unveiled on Bedlee's, or iiberty leland, oo it is now
celled, jJust inside the eutrance to the pedestal of
nargeiwu glgsutic etatus of Liberty Jnlightening the
World, :
mm«utmmw.mmtmmma
. Sume Lezerus took in the Liberty Statue us & symbol for a :
:m-rhmtutmmmmmm.m.m ;
,\QMQtuum‘m.uuwmm -
‘:*mm&uuwmnmmw.
mmummmmmwﬂmmmmm
~mmmmtemmuum~m {oted)

, ummnamummwmmmug
5o other direct iaformatisn. 'mummumm.m
Mmoﬁwtmtﬂ!hstbw.*«umm«m
Mamnmumw.wuwmmynm

E



‘Wmmmmotmmuommmmeru -st
'nmnmmmmnumnﬂnmm«mm.
There 16 o portrett of Georgiea (1641-1928) tn tho Yew York Otate Hstorioal
mmy.unmnmmnmkmmmm ¢ 1s woll-
m:mmmm;mmumukmnbsmw s
-m.wmmmmmuu:mmmumm-
to suggest that in qn.).muhm- the tablet was placed in the Status as
. something of & persomal mmau.mumsp.“ ‘
Mutﬁ%tuﬂramim)w
%o Lasarue with {ts story on May 10, ms«-”

TABLET 70 BAMA LAZARUS

Hor Sounst in Bronge Flaced Near atrance
msm-snm :

;
{
§
!
%
e
&
i

_ :tmmmmn.nm:maw.mumm !
mamuumumhmumwntnmxmnf
Richard ¥atson $ilder, mwuhmummm-ruw.
mu-mummtmwmmdmm
,mwwmmmn.m‘m Ia The Now X
" :mmmwmmn. wia- |




- sadd tha

 POBN T0 WI8S LAZARUS
#r, Ollder end Others Monor Mome
ory of Dead Author

To Lime lagarus -~ 1900

Dear bard and prophet, thet thy reet is deep
 Thenks Yo to God] Mot now thy beart falls
Runor intolersble, Sleep, O sloep!
not the blood of Israel that erewls,
yot, inte the noop and night; %at eries
a5 of ald, #111 all the world stands still

it

i

At rapine that oven to Isresl®s agonles

Jeens st and momstrous, & med dream of 1ll.
Thou ! Yea, but ag in grief we said:

The & splrﬁu&l 1ife umecnquoreble;

g

re is
, berd of the anelent people, tho' deing deed
Thou speckest, and thy volce we love full well,
Eever thy holy mesory forsskes us;
Thy spirit 1o the trumpet that awekes usl

This veree, 1ally written for the ccossiom, was the
contridution of Richerd Wataon O1)der, to the program at the
memorial meeting held last night at Temple Beth-¥1, in honer of
Miss Mama Lagarus, Jewish author snd poet, who died in 1889,
tir, Ollder was present and resd his poenm with feoling,

The meeting was under the auspioces of the New York seetion,
Counsil of Jewlsh Women, ' :

In opering the meeting, Mies Sadie Amriesn, who presided,

t the honor whieh was paid to the memory of Miss laserus
was 61l the move appropriste st this time, beceuse of the coming
£50th eaniversery eelebration of the landing of the Jews, for
whose amelioration the postess worked oncessingly cz these shores,

suld thet thin wae the first time that Miss
‘been publiely honored by Jews. .
¥ios (Henrietta) Szold delivered a diogrephiesl review of the
coreer of Mise Lagerus, Ohe sald thet the women whose memery
a geniue for forming friendships and had socelal
intersourse with the highest minds, Mipe Szcld reeallsd the worde
of Richard NWetson Oilder, who sald thet ¥Miss Lasarus cculd essily
‘entire nusber of his sagesine, €o diverse wes her
literary talent, (The magazine in gquostion was end

[



The heroie work for her brethren in the time of their
parsecution wss feelingly veferred to by Hies Swold. She
spoke also of The Yance to Death, s work by lilss lazarus,
shish deserided the martyrdoa of her pecple, and hey
Spistles to the Jews, advosating the neticnal Jewish
movement, Uiss Lzold closed with the words: “ie cannoct
but mourn what was lost to us in her exrly death.”

Sduund Clarenge dtedmsn who was ¢n the progremse for
a literary epproeiation, wrote s lotter expressing regrets
at his inability tc be present. Iis sombribution wus
resd by the dav, i, Ve Nendea.

“Hor omctionsl nature kept space ulth ber intelleet,”
sald ¥pr, Stedusn. “Hor ecarly decth was a de)jdvedle loss
in these times, when the sound of Lress coms from tinkling
eyubals. mmwimuwﬂuhwcov

NM'-' sonuet web apparently writien oub of a warn end living memory of
 Gmme Lesarus, for some twenty yeers efter ber death we find him writing
. of “Exma® to frieods with fresh snd vivid references, Commeuting on the

*Imwmmnrywmmtnb
isgarus, It is cme of your bm. it hes the rare wrlt
~ in & sounet of m-uy flexible =~ makes no desp-
'_wmumuwmxmmmsu
eonditions, sost sonnets affeet me like thiose trees we
often see cut into some arbitrery and artificial shape;
they pain ms; dut this somnet of yours...seems Lo have
Muwm&m. MtMlmuu«tt

mﬁammuupm:uuunmummnu«‘
muiﬂupﬁhu"!_m admn“
WWWM:MM:“M*M

MM.WWM

194 mmmmmtwmmmummn.
whioh olsnged in lster years from its esrly reflectdon of the
Orecian idesls and M a lyrical abd veritably Hsbraie

aad taaginetion. m bave rightly said of her that

wrote enly when inspired'; and there was & euntagious

i?



inspiration in her Sewitie ardor, her satire, wrath, sad
exsltation, That she was able %0 impart these qualities
to sustained erdative work is shoun by her strangely powerw
- ful dreus *Mhe Vance to Desth', unique in Ammrioesn poetyy,
Viewsd merely on the literary side, her abilities were so
progreseive, under the quickening foree of a lofty motive,
thet hor oarly desth is s deplorable less in e time when
80 much verse, if not as sounding brase, seems to com frem
tinkling eyxbals, ' ! :
, During the laetf few yeavs, owing to her change of residence,
T met Miss Lasarus less frequently, end i searcely knew what
inference to derive from your feeling biogrsphical sketeh, as
$0 hor religiou attitude and convietions, That che wes aglow
with the Jowish spirit, prodd of ber race’s history mad eharaete
eristice, and conseernted to its fresdom from cpnression throushtut
the world ,~» all thie is finely manifest; yet lor intellectual
cutlook was so broed that I took ber $0 be a modern Theist in
religion, and one/would (whe) not stipulate for absolute maintene
anee of e barriers with whioh the bosaie law tsolated the
Jewish reee, in gertuin respeets, frem the rest of mankind,
Taking into secount, however, the forces of virth snd training,
1 sould understand how our ¥rien of today, filled with the
passion of her esuse, should return to the Featateuchal faith
== t0 the Wosale ritual in its hereditary end most wneompromising
form, ¥or would any lover of Bas hercie im life or literature,
if such hed been her course, desire to have it ctherwise.
Eighteen years have passed @ ines 1 wrote the foregoing
charactorization, under the greve sense
 the pity of beor death et the very bilom
and hor new aspiration....” g e

His vescllestions of Smme Laserus whish follewsd at $his point have alveady
boon guoted above, The essay coneluded:-

"eveIt was not long befors outrages to whish the Jews were
subjected in Sastern end middle Zurope began to stir the
eivilized world, and the hoart ané spirit of lume Lasarus
thrilled, ae I from the first believed they would, with the
pession and indignetion that supplied the motive needed for
her song. Whon we were electrified by thess glowing
*The Crowing of the Red Cook' amd the "Banner of the Jew®,
felt that she at last lnd comw into her own, Yhen she
princess wes fallen in Ierael, Would thet her hand
wers here to muite the harp, in this hour of her recds suprems
. the 04 Vorld, and egually to sound the note
of jubilation and propheey as you celebrate, eves sow, the
setilement of your historie people upon a oontinent whare no
tyranny checks their freedom and progress.”

i



,Matmmmiumnuauugm:mm eopany who had known
her, wm her, end 'M-M never t‘ergoﬂm her, were present %o keep alive
mmwbrmmuap«um“uywm mm'tm
vmmmrmernw umxm, but in the lergest view miner,
falents, lHor name slowly deceme just another iten in oyelopediss emd iterary
histories, and the common ,mw iaterost 10st touch with the drams, bmm
#nd significonce of her m:.

amtmmmaummm has, m. \”lllm
~ ettoohment to Sma Lagarus® achievement. In artieles, sernone, meetings,
honor has been oomsistently peid by o pecple devoted to their herole ehamplons,
Among the very best pleSies in this litersture, there is the blographiesl
 aketeh of Sma Leserus in Alles Lesses®s sbuly of some “Jewlsh eontributions
' %o Ameriesn mumuw In hie Wsm ere Tifteen
ﬂummm. MMW Lmportent if only for tho originel emphasis
whioh {s placed on the pootess as soonomie reformer, For Uma Lasarus had
written thet, at ita dest, the Joulsh race “has served s the advaneeeguard
of politicel snd religious froedon and of ethieal phtloscphy”; golng om to
oleim $hat "the modern theory of sooialiom and humnitariesisme..has 1te root
in the Noeaie Gode", ond *m vuv IM reforas urged by h).'l.ﬁnt eeonomists,
in view of the uuw of m lowsr clesses, are sstablished by the losafoe ea-,
mmum wmspuer the rum of laber, denying the ¥ight of

private property in the laaa", |
A mumber of ertginal mmumtombsmdmm Beve
mmwl&.mm a foraer ¥roteatent Spiscopal minister, and
"4 heroeworshipper of Muwm®, Three ertieles, whish sppesred in vericus Jewish
~ publications, are noteworthyi “Hums lezarus: Ohempion of Isreel”; "Sume



m.ﬁmmuuw: and *A:mmmmmnm-m.
tnmm-mmmruuotwut-umy.wmm
interosting new leads, In A Jewess Ezalted me.w.mm
remarks thet “the original idea mm in this eveation of w«: nn
'Mmudbyﬁmm.m uturummqma 1m1bdwam
-'hbhtntum m,mmt*mmlmqmmmfc
~ her sentiuents, sgainst many Mm. mtu« m n«..‘.‘* The writer ‘
uut«martbmtuﬁuﬁum mmmnmmmxm
 words of Mhittieri-

" “Riss, stately Sysboll holding :mh,

Thy light snd hope to all who sit

In chains end darkness! Belt the earth

#ith watehefives from thy toveh wplit!

hmlaomd_m. still

Which Chaos heard and ceased to be,

Trace on widesir the Stermal Will

In signe of fire: ‘Lot Mau be freel'”
.mzmom.mwwmuummammmum
nlurottnmnm-roduum:-

"§ide end unguarded stand our gates,

- And through them presses a wild, motley throng ==

These bringing with them unknown gods and rites,

hcgents of menace alien to our air,

Stay those who t0 thy sasred portals come,”
nmmhhuh-m“*euipmgxm"mmmm
sugsostion thet "her gospel bere fruit”, arguing thet the work dy the great
‘mtum,mm*-mmmxm) “revesls indebtedness to

tuumoumﬁnmw.mmnmm first Zionist congress was
mumhm.mmmmum».muumm

the febrews®' staticn in eivilization”,



- Toere are a good number of other articles iu the Jewish press on Bma
Lessrus; but nome of the others ave originsl in any way, nd meay of te.
are superfioisl and insceurste, (One, for example, spesks of fimma Lagarus*
"passionate love for Ameries™ and her feeling for the pormm and oppressed
whioh "made ber 8es in the Statue of Liberty more than o mere mass of seulphe
ured stone"! Mies Lazarus 414 indesd see in the Ytatue something more than
that, perhaps even a streak of mpd-’n "
It 19 extremely difficult to trece through in the gemeral press Sma
Lagarue' earser and tbpusaﬂn in any precize or even satisfactory way.
The story eo for has bdeen unm'dm,to 1908, The next item is o
magezine artiole which appeaved in ¥orum for Maren 1912, °° 14 was celled
"Ihree Forgotten Poetesses”, and it was a consideration of Emily Piokinsen,
Amy Levy, mnd Nome Lagarue, Of Mise Laparus 1t was saidi=
"eeslie sho sings of the night or the dewn, of the wind in the
pines or the gunay ripples of seme strewr loitering down i
pebbly way o the e, her vorgses have the very triek of
mueie, while behind them lies « lesson even higher then that
‘which dwelt within the little, sclemm preachments of thet
wise Amherst epinster (ZEmily Diekingon) ses " : :
nd 1% was obviously with some warmth thet the suthor, Mr, Warwiok Jemes Frice,
“rediscovered” Zums Lazarus, for he could writere e
"Ema Lazarus, who 41ed in her thirtiss, Swentyefour years ago,
1«&&«&:‘. thoughtful woman she was; & woman of strength,
and singority., lier pioture shows eyes Geep end thoughtful,
such as bospask trust; o ohin fullemeulded heneath a full-
~ moulded mouth, doth finely eut, and firs as well as sweet;
- She nose slightly Jewish, and the dlack hair over the temples
- tinged with gray by the sorrows she had Jnown, Here again wes
& 1ife hidden, o personality withdrawn, With no Grametis :
eplocde toushing o, her story ia the story of the
UL SR Mrvemling wp anf Wt b T :
"het 1e distinctive ebout Such a "rediscovery® s the faet that 1t is _



' .mwm nm mmn« mmm«xuamm Status of

« mqm dm&utu the nurum nbwt hcro And one ruwt artiele m
&0 fw a8 %o suy tht "h-r postry wae uuor, but m living u:w" =
ﬂ 18 namttm mc tw;mwtmt-wmwmm“
*am nm« m ubmm-. on h-r quut for *a m oaunahh m
| WORIAR, ond her “soetaliss”, e %
T e Mu womnn'e magezine ot uuaul dtnmuea. r«-m;.
mwwtmmﬂ'ﬁmrmymm interests in isma lLazarus®
1iterary mn 1% wes o »m. Mm:u cozment by m w the muu.
oulled “Fema in Mm»m*.. e

"I the early m of the i‘u Fetwean the mun.

Tewish post wrote her first poans for production, m
 were lyrics, uot of the first order, perbape, tut as full
‘«gmuuumt-tmormmmm«

the lovender and honeysuckle known in Mew éngland gardens,

mmbmm!wl’mmlw. As she grow into young
wonanhood her love of bocks drew her instinetively to postry,
and in thot romantic fleld she was destined to come %o her
first flowering, Her name was Wumm Lazarus,
I imagine few pecple remember her work, uum«p:mt.
- the few slender volumes are litersry eurfositios now, Byt to
‘my wind she wrote some of the loveliest, wost polished and
‘memovable lyries in cur lengusge, On the little-soughtback
Mmormyanwmhmimhrmbm
- hidden away, along witk those of other poets whose verses were
relegsted t0 the 5o men's lend of forgotten besuty,
: ahmhtwmo!,dﬁmmmﬂ.mh'll in the
eaeior field of jwrose, ¥Fragile, she had a wiry ntutty end
energy of strength and of mnmh patriotism end
mn of thought, Death = nmaybe ia reaponse %o her grent est
. mmw»«asmhm Just a year after the
: mwu&mmm«mammmmmmx



this almost-forgotten but truly great poet and woman cloasd
 her syes in eternsl slegp, but she had written, for every

1iberty«hungry alion, these words, graven in granite forever
and foreverl . A :

Give me your tived, your poeor,

~ Your huddled messes yoarning $o breathe froe,

The wretched refuse of your teemine shors. ‘

Sené these] the heveless, tempent-tost to me,

1 1if% my lamp beside the golden door! ;

similar renarks were sade by the sditor of The lew Yovk Timse in an eaitorial
sorment eathmtm.mduu iamumm;ul&.
whieh had enphasized the eymbolisn of the posa unfortunately overlooked by
8o meny.”" ' el
"ho pemembers the neme of Hmms Lamsrus? Kot many, perhepss
The posms of her presceious sdolescence, her oritienl and
{mnginative prose, her powerful appesls for religlous
. folerunce, meke hor seem almost contemporary; dut it ie
fifty-four years since she died, in this, the elty of her
pirth, Yot meny who did not know who she was still reed
the lines of her poem, 'The New Colossus', inseribed in
bronse at the Stetue of MW""Q : R e ;
Whes YMics Lagarus wrote her posm, there were fow who
wighed to 4inm the toreh. Millions were yet to coms
oversess, to Sweat im mill, mine end fectory, to elisp :
upwerd in the demogratic whirl end dust, They, t00, made -
today's imerica. The miliions will not come again. Our
~help and engouragement muet go oversemg to them, But we
will heve fallen from our high sstate if there is not
s8111 & weleome here for the bravest and the hardest-
- pressed.” o ‘ |
And the President of the Usited States himself siluded to the poem by
Emma legerus in en address on refugees befors the hmmmm
: ittee in 1939, M, Roosevelt referred to "thrm of tho husen refuges,

‘Wmmmumqumummw
fuith,..%e nust face 1t actively if the demcevatie prineiple
18 to survive == if world owder, whioh rests ou the security
of the individusl is to be restored., Remesbering the words
writtez on the Status of Liderty, ‘let us 14ft a lmup bealde



mmmammmmnmmm um. fot '
m poor, for the huddled nsau wmm 10 be frev..es”

mmmmmmumwmm,mm-,

v 'mmmm CuMMmuu} '...ﬁumm

_musmmwmm.mnu«uuwm.
M-ﬁ" mnm. umlum, nomqpmum.uu
umwm»mmu mmumum:»“
..&nwrmummtw&mmsm :
»-tmmm.nw in her hears, mh&nhot
'WM oo o he Lived %o be

5
""!
;
3
§
3§

 shining snd precious metsl, but wm it 1s mm:mu with
<mmotimwutunnttnaptnmﬂthm¢m¢
weloome aud of hopesse.is n poetess, Hue Bune “aserus discovered
: ‘ : Mrtmnt:mmmtouiufahut

Ameriens..sonsthing nore vitel, more prﬂmmdly cuthentie

oune into her work when i was flowee with the tears of
contemporary maffering sad pride,...flms Lazares dipped
into the 55 Yeservolr of our own tumult ezd there
Mmmﬁtma&thtdanvmmthnwtw :
her lipe an omtm of \mm» pnutno‘.w uﬁn and

: ﬂw:



is *mmwm'umaunmmhsunnmmu
© . of the second landing, or about half way up, in the Momumnt's

pedestal, An estimated twenty per cent of the erowds of visitors
to the Ztatue see and read it, The poem itself hes deer growing
in prestige and popularity, !tumlmimtmmhtm-
uently over & great meny redio networks, and there have been
hundreds of requests for cur repriuts of it., The poem was given
what perhaps renks as ite grostest publie presentution in the
resent Hollywood film, starring Chavles Boyer sad Olivia de Haville
- end, “Hold Bagk the Dawn" (1941), & drama of refugees in which the
distinguished French astor, Vietor Francen, recitfes it. A sumber
of yoars ago Hmpa lLezarus wes nominated snd seccnded for the
_ Hall of ¥ame, (letter to suthor from leomard Twynhas, who nominated
her, April 18, 1842, in Netional Park Service office, Bedloe's Island,)

l,.!h

and other 5 b8
m mmms«m u:mlutetw
u




e
e
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e
10,

is still alive (et

Iho Rew York Sun, lw ﬁm 20, 1867, p.12,
M" pel, 00l.8.

W m 39, mo peb, col,l,

vw, Deceuber 9, 1887, ;p.sv-m Decenber
_ucmu nn u'!.tm at ﬂu roquest of iy,

of ¥Miss Lazorus. ' "Recolledtions of Rum Lazarus”,
‘he Americen Hebrew for 5, 1929, and was

josn Jow (1058), My, Cowen
1 dee at 22 Dewey Avenue, :
New Rochelle, u.-‘mu.’ &mmhu invalusble source for

 memories, and 1t is quite likely thai he hes the originel mmusoripts,
as he bas already reproduced those of John Huy and John Ureenleaf

¥hittier in his erticles sbove, It iz poseible, Yoo, that he s in
possassion of a colleetion of Lazarus pspera. sutheor has not been

 uble to obtain any information by mmonﬁmn-

m.m (1898), peSlde

'8 ‘lm), "lpmo Pr.lile128,

mmmmmm- “ghe died as she lived, as mueh
n a8 8 Jewess == perhaps it would be truer to say, neither

one nor the other; yet siangular in the lovef for her race snd ite
M

in the vigorous sssertion of the right of the¢
race to be W 1ike other men, on éndividusl merits, not on those



14,

1B,

16,

17,

19,
20,
81,
224

B3,
24,

8%,
28,

B

edited by Ralph Rusk (Solumbis University Press,

arus (2 vole., 1”). PPe1-39; blographical sketoh

Burroughs papers, in an offort to locate Mise Lazarus® letters
w g o o b Pmchhoww gl - 1ikely that some of them
~ will reveal her singuler admirstion for Walt Whitman, end her deep
; mﬂumnmnm-mummtumm .

W u!m. by Edmund Clarence Stedmen, pp.264-267,




'il.

gtters of Relph Wald on (6 vols,, 1989), edited by Ralph
ug! . lﬂz' 0, Hmerson replied to Bmme Lazarus that week,
Oetober 6, 1= “lip Howells declines printing the Foem, & leaves
us only the doubt whether he or we are in the wrong, I should have
printed it thankfully snd proudly. We must believe that his
Atlantie portfolic is very rich in postry in these months, & shall
frankly own 1t if Sparta hath worthisr daughters, I amat & lose
$o find the imitetion of Temmysen & Morris.” (Ibid., vol.VI, p.90)

{1938), pp.8Oe00, Also note
Jewess”, but an Americen

The "Frogress ﬂfw mﬁm printed in The New Tork “ime
Sunday, October 2, 1881, and is slso ecpied in arus? hand
uth‘xmmm._m.w‘ : George's remurks are

The second Geovge letter is dated Jemuery 3, 1983 e , _
fmme Lassrus wrote "The New Colossus®, which mey be a significent
coincidence.

Helen Uray Come, "Under No Skies But Ours!®, in The Amsricen Nebrew,
Desesber 9, 1007, poole |



29,

43
41,

43,
44,

45,

46,

47,

111

Ameriga, ohyII, “The Culture of ! s i

Letbere $o Soma Lagarus, pp.26-87. The letter is dated May 9, 1070,
Walt ¥hitmen, Depoeratio Vistes (Sveryman ed.), peBll.

1855 preface, in American Issuss, edited by Nerle
) s PeB10,

Aduetus, sod other pooms, by Rema lemerus (1871), pel9B,

8 (Everyman ed.), pl.l0d,

e 20 day (1922),
W.umummmumtm. e

~ Burton Harrison %o M.J.1., April 6, 1948; 2%, George L. Sicussat

0 HuJele, April 10, 19428, letters on file in XPS office,
Bedlos's Island,

Wp.& This letter, it might be mentioned,
an ot item for e possidle Lasarus exhibit case st

the Statue of Liberty. All the letters in the Rusk volwme are in
mmhmy Columbia Vniversity, and photegraphie ecpies
oan readily be made of all the mansseript material there, Ihm
given to the Library through Frofessor Rusk dy & sister of lume
Legerus, ¥rs, Annie lumphreys Johneton, of Reme, who has s ince
died, In 1932, Philip Gowen noted in hie autobiography:
“uoolier sister, Mrs, Johuston, in Roms, hes refused, in
response to & suggestion to reprint her 'Collected Foems®,
%o grant permission $o inelude uny items of a Jewish
charsoter, she being an ardent Catholic...” (p.398)
Rusk professed his surprise at this ocmment, for his lmpression
of the Johnstons when he visited them in thelr Renalsssnee~
home in 1938, was that they were both quite proud of the

Murmftmu‘m § in fact they refused to
m-it to use the Lazarus-Bmorson correspondence unless he
consented to publish the whole sheaf of letters to Bume Lasarus,

A year later Colusbias University ¥ress published seven v olumes
by lﬂ.yh e gix thick volumes of the eollected letters of
Ralph Weldo ‘mun and a little volwm of letters to Bnma Laserus,

g
'.:

q-mm @ == and Professor Rusk has sssented to this ==



that Mrs, Johnston was sshamed end embaressed of the Lasarus
racial origine, and could still at the same time be te
delighted thet so meny distingulshed figures of Huropsan and
Ameriosn culture in the ninstesnth century were lavolved in

ber sister's b « A book of letters from Zmerson, lLowedl,
Burroughs, #illien s Robert Browning, et.al., was an
Wtﬂ soelal proposition; & book of "Eplstles
to the ", or sonmete in behalf of "buddled mmsses yeoraing
to breath free” end “"the wretched refuse” of the Huropean shore,
might well have been distasteful, , :

The Literary World (Boston), February 8, 1969, .36
Abide, 936, :
Mary M, Gohen, i Fogtelore, June-July 1693, Ppalel2s

igw Tork Times, May 6, 1903, The date on which the Zmun Lasarus
~ tabl sleced in the Status of Liberty is, then, May 5, 1903,
This ehould ecorreet the mumercus errors utﬁumﬂm
450 GRS . 0 5 A S R B AL ag Mmm. W o
eommon mistak: ph hes 4t that the tablet was part of the monument
st its dedication, Even the Sationmal Fark Service publication has
erred; in tho sixteenepage booklet, “Statue of Libderty Hatfonal
_ Monument™ (1940), it incorrestly notes thet the date was 1908, vhieh
was probebly derived from the blurred engraver's mmersle in a
gorner of the bronze tadlet itself. &

for information on the Sohuylers, see "loulsa Lee Schuyler” in the
bigtionary ol suspiean oOi08inD il “10“:3 ”A’m‘ 'ﬁ.hwld‘

‘ 1927}, OR,XIX, "Louiss snd Jeorgh i Py L
was appsrently something of o musieian, having put scme

Smerson and Byres to somg, Feabody suys of the sisters: "...the end
of these lives must be deseribed ss nothing less than the end of an

; who lightened the burden of oﬂumv duties tranquill fsed
the unremitting sotivity of her sister's sareers...” {pp268=59)
‘Peabody, the famous Harvard professor, mentions and quotes from



Georgina's memoirs, some unpublished chapters of which were apparently
in his possession, The losation of that moxuseript might shed some
new and interesting lwmuMl!'thwihtmnm
to the Lagarus blographys

sune, Sundey, Ney 10, 1908, section II, pe5, 00l8sd=0e

The Hie : 714 oarried no aceount of the effair that I coudd locate.
) ue of the peper (Sundey, May 10) was, however, the snniversary
issue of the rmmnamumbwmutwnmm
other items, i ugcmrmmumuwmu
a ecntemporsry Mutt and off visiting Bedloe's lgland, In the same
iesue the ¥ uﬂmau:mxmum.mm.mu
its o ' mmmsmwmm;mnwum
Mwm.mmmumnramw.

mmwmm-mutwtmnmuwuno
' , Tuesday, February 3, 1903; one oould hardly help

mmzorzmpsmmmmmmnmm
mrmmmutmmvnmmmmm»mma
mnmuum. The letter was signed by David H

oarry passongers.
mw.ouummmmwmtm It alsc notes
Mt&mnﬁndﬂﬂmh&tﬂl&aﬂtﬂu&mu
1890 to 47,000 in 1902, It is possidle now that some privste company
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b8,

61,

,mmmmwuum' in Opiat

Yor w* gomment, see The Lif ha,
by Clare Barrus (2 vole,, 1988 ‘ The sdship o
WM‘MM!MMM:“&&M; seo Vol.l,
!Mt

PP E64-R67,

Lagarns (pp.55-89) 4 prefaged by & large engraving of the poetess,

x Basays (1911), Oh.xx1I,

”ﬁa " m and the amc »«”""‘“"" in Young Is
hnm 1940, Coples of M three mm“ on ﬁh at NPS off
Bedloe's Island,

of Liverty but cnce. @umuwum mum

the Honument wae dodicsted; she returned $o Wew York in the summer

ww.ammemanl.awmm

tmn.e-au. » Dotes that she returmed on July 88; her
death came on the orlmnlm.l

Warwick Jemse m.s, "Phres m r«w. in _m Hayeh 1918,

PpBE1-B78,

_nmn ¥riend, "Bama lazarus, 1846-1886, Poet", New !ark City writers*

Frojeet mes., 21 ppe This 48 en undogumented general essay on the
poetess written for a planned vélume #f Wew York portraits, whieh
was never compiled, mmmnaumum
that perheps the themes of suffering whieh iiss Lagarus

in her work were related to m*mnm«nmmm
(pefi}e From a pleture of the poetess he draws this interesting
Wﬁn*aﬂam‘”ﬂmmaﬂmw.m

poe Monitor, signed J.¥,, for August 28, 1927; but this was lav
zed froi mmwmm«tn,m.mu
: Imm. Mo




LSty e . L, ot s, g

.

"Liberty's Leureate®, an addvess by Frank Kinglen, Mey 2, 1940, Station
O Ok, Mutual Drosdessting System. A eopy of this address is on file
in BFS offics, Bedlos's Island, | |
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