








CHAPTIR I
PERIOD OF DUTCH ARD FNGLISH CONTROL, 1670-1783

The lower end of Manhattan Island and New York Harbor have played
an essential role in the history of the United States. This peper will
trace the history of Bedloe's iulund. situated in the Upper Bay of New
York Harbor, from its earliest reference among Dutoh colonial records
to the present day. '

Although Bedloe's Island (which is approximately 12 ecres in
size) is located in the Upper Bay of New York Harbor, it is geographe
1oilty in the territorial waters of New Jorody. li-vvor. pursuant to
an interstate compact entered into by New Jersey and New York in 1834,
the island itself, above the mean low water mark, is in New York State. '
The State of New Jersey retains the riparian rights to all the sub-
merged land surrounding the Statue of Liberty and extending eastward
to the normal interstate boundary line at the middle of the Hudson
River channel. The actual location of Bedloe's Island is approximately
/8 lend miles off shore from Jersey City, New Jersey, which is the
source of telephone, power, snd water service. It is about 1 and §5/8
land miles from the Battery, at the southern tip of Manhattan Island,
Hew York City.

Bedloe's Island has been under the jurisdiction of Holland, Fng-
land, and the United States. It was even borrowed by the Frenmch gov-
ernment for a while. It has also been the property of privete indi-
viduals, of the Corporation of the City of New York, of the State of
New York, and of the fodortl government, Today, Bedloe's Island is
primarily associated with the Statue of Liberty. Nevertheless, we

must not forget its historiec past and the active part it played in the
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changes which time has brought to the originally~inhabited Indian

country.

The first name, an Indian one, given to ﬂic islend was "Minissais."”
Anmong Dutch records are the names: "Hore" Island, "Great Qyster" or
"Oyster" Island. The next offiecial name, for approximately ten years,
given in 1670 by the English Governmor Lovelace, was "Love" Island.
After Isaack Bedloo came into possession of the island, it was referred
to as Bedloe's Islands Archibald Kennedy, cnptroner‘ of the Port of
‘New York, Tarl of Cassiles, then aequired the island from Bedloo's
descendants in order to establish a summer home there, and he named
it "Kennedy's" Island. 1In 1758 the island became the property of the
Corporation of the City of New York, and from that date until 1796 it
was known as Corporation Island. After ownership was conveyed to the
State of New York, it was again referred to as Fedlow's Island. Only
now it had the anglicized spelling of the Dedloo name. This same ap-
pellation remained when the property was transferred to the federal
governments A last endeavor was made to change tho( island's name in
1877 This came about when the island was chosen as & site for the
Statue of Liberty. The proposed name was Liberty Island. This last .
attempt, however, was not successful. The final name, apparently with
no historical basis exeept that of derivation, is Bedloe's Island.

New York harbor and bay were the territory of the Mohegen
Indisns. When, in 1609, the Dutoh entered the river, mow known as
the Hudson River, ite eastern or left banis were inhabited by this
particular group which was i:rokon up into a large number of bands and
local chiqftalnolu. or sachedomes, each having a separate name, like
our townehips, and each ssserting the right of independent power, but

all being adequately recognized by their mother tongue. Those who
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inhabited the island of New York or Manhattan, together with Staten

Island, the the smaller group of islands in the bay were known as
1
Monatons or Manhattans (e geographical term)s These Monatons or

Hanhattans were members of the numerous stock of Mohegens who were re-
sponsible for naming Bcbdloo'c Island "Minissais," or the "lesser is~-
1‘“0“8 '

The name "Hore" Island is mentioned only once, in the earliest
of Duteh records, in the following manner:

Recorded for, and at the request of
Archibald Kennedy Psql This 9th Day of
January Anno Dom 1746

+ + « VWhereas Jsaac Bedlow Late of
the said City Merchs Deceased was in his
life time and the day of his death lawful-
ly seized of an in a certain Island com=
monly ocalled by the name of Great Qyster
Island or hore Island situate lying and
being in the County of New York in hudsons
River to the West of Nessau Island between
Mitton Island and the main about South
South West from fort Anne within the City
and b;ing so seized thereof died intes-
tate.

The appellation of Oyster or Great Oyster Island was used vory'of-
ten. There were three islands in New York Herbor which were referred to
in this manner, Fllis Island was one; Bedloe's Island was another; the
last is now a submerged rock "and is shown on the Coast and Geodetic
Survey chart, number 541, as 'RE, mah'."‘ |

There were, apparently, a great abundance of oysters on all the
above~named islands, particularly Bodloo'l.r An '1ntoru;.1ng article

seems to verify the faot:

1‘nom:-y Re Schooleraft, Report of the Aboriginal Names and Geo=
hosl Terminology of Ths Seate o eow York (New York, ToiE), Fart
» P 12. :
2-1bid., p. 26,
’i York City Conveyances (l!all of Records), Liber 33.

14::-195"&.."!"‘3& Phglys Stgkegy,The Iconography of Menhattan Islend,




To Be Let= Bedloe's Island, alias
Love Island, together with the Dwelling=
House, being finely situated for a Tav~
ern, where all kinds of Carden Stuff,
Poultry &c may be easily raised for the
shipping, outward bound and from whence
and Quantity of pickled Oysters may be
tump-rgod. it abounds with Emglish
Rabbits.

In so far as the mame "Love" Island is concerned, the following
reference is made in a footnote of the Txecutive Council Minutes of
November 19, 1672,

On August 19, 1670, Lovelace (Gove
ernor of New York) gave the new name of
"Love Island” to & "Certaine Little Is~
land in y¥ Bay neare this Citty comonly
called Oyster Island,” for 'Hoh Dedl ow
had "a Patent graunted by Co"s Richard
Nicolls."®

It is from its first owner, Isamck Bedloo, that Bedloe's Island
derives its name. The earliest record we have concerning Isaac
Bedloo, dates back to May 16, 1668, It is a marriage certificate,
and it reads, "Issac Bethloo Van Calis in Vanockryeck em Lysbeth
Potters Van Batavia in Oostindien."~ Or, in Fnglish, "Issac Beth-
loo from Caleis in France, and Lysbeth Potters from Batavia in the
West Indion.“’ '

Isaae Bedloo, from his name, was probably of Premch ancestry.
It has been maintained that he was "an Fnglish Merchant." But the
record of his marrisge does not indicate it. Bedlow is en Tnglish
name, but Bedloo is French. Joannes Neviue and his predecessor as
seoretary always entered it in the Minutes of New Amsterdeam as "Bed-

l1o0." A still stronger proof of the proper spelling is to be found in

S+New York Gazette or The Veekly Post~Bay, July 9, 1755,
6+}inutes of the Executive Couneil of the Province of New York
(Albagy, 1910), ¥, 162, =
‘As Van Doren Honeyman, Joannes Nevius Schepen And His Descendents
A.D, 1672-1900 (Plainfield, New Jersey, 1900) pps Bl-0de




Bedloo's own u.p'utun. "Iun; B.dleo.".

He was an educated man and certainly laﬁ how to write his own
name, although he had the idimnoruy'ot adding a “'k" to Isaac, vho!"o-
a8 in the City Minutes, it was written with a "q"- "!moq."’ He was
& merchant and shipowner, as well as an active, enterprising, use-
ful eitizen of New Amsterdam, and later, New York.

The name Mr. "Isaack Bedloo" first appears on the New Amsterdam
records Pebruary 10, 1663, as defendent im a sult for slander brought
by Joost Coderis, in which plaintiff eclaimed that Bedloo drew a knife
and eut him in the neck. The exact issue of that suit does not appeer,
but it is evident from the Court Mimutes afterward that Nr. Bedloo
was & plain-spoken man, who did 'not hesitate to mix himself up with
some of the lively sotivities of the community,®

After Bedloo's marriage to Flizabeth de Potter in 1658, his name
is mentioned only once in the New Amsterdam records, on December 8
of the same year. From that time onward there is-a complete hiatus
econcerning him Qntil May 16, 1669, when he is noted as ome of the
Select Burghers of the City. It is supposable that between those dates
he and his wife had gone to Holland and remained there.ll

In 1669, Bedloo was a resident of New Ameterdam, being named a
"burghers" In 1660, a house on Hoogh straat (High Street) was sold
fy Joannes Nevius, u‘nuuo master, and stated to be "at present oc~
cupied by Mr. Issac Bedlo." In 16656 his residence il again noted as

~on Foogh ctmt.n

Berbid., Ble84.
0 *The Records of New Amsterdam (New York, 1897). VI, 88,
Ll

Ton: e 0it., O1-0d
Uerpig,, 81-7X, ’

12.7p1d., o1-84.
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After 1660, Mr. Pedloo's position among the esteemed group of

citizens of the city wes secure. Among the Royal Archives at the
Hague FPile, West Indies, Isaack Bedloo's name was listed with ninety-

four other names in the "Remonstrance of the People of New Netherland

to the Director-General and Counoil," dated September §, uu.“ A

group of citizens having a great deal of interest in the public wel~
fare made & formal objection to their country of origin against the
common plight which existed in the Duteh colony. They proelaimed:

We cannot conscientiously foresee
that anything else is to be expeoted for
this fort and City of Manhattan (as your
Honors must be comvinced), than misery,
sorrow, conflagration, the dishonor of
women, nmurder of children in their cradles,
end in a word, the abselute ruin and de-
struction of sbout fifteem hundred inno-
eent sould, only two hundred and fifty of
whom are capable of bearing ams, unless
you be pleased to adjust matters accord-
ing to the eonjuneture of the time.

After reading the above declaration, it is not strange to learn
that Bedloo united with his New Amsterdam neighbors in changing his
loyalty from Holland to Fngland when the Duke of York's men occupied
New Netherland in 1664. The name "Iseac Bedlo" is seen with two hun~
- dred and fifty-one other Dutoh names in the pledge of loyalty after
the surrender of New York, in the following document:

A CATALOGUY ALPEABFTICALL of y®
Nemes of such Inhabitante of New Yorke
& ¢® as tooke the Oath to bee true
subjects, to nu hdu 6, Ootober
the 218, 22nd  ang 260 dayes 1664.

I sweare h,y the name of Almighty
God, that I will be a true subject,
to the King of Great Brittaine, and
such Governors and Officers, as from

1"Jchn Romeyn Brodhead, Documents relative to the Colonial

History of the State of New-York (Albany, 1068), 11, 249,
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time to time are appointed over

me, by His Authority, and none

other, whilst I live in any of his

::iouiu territoryes; So Help Me
P :

From this time on, all the offieial colonial records are in
Bnglishe Thus, ell the Duteh and other Buropean names were anglicised
and simplifieds That is why Bedloo's descendants spelled their names,
"Bedlow." Incorrect assumptions have been made about Issac Bedloo's
lineage. It was supposed that he was nglish and that "Bedlow" was
the correct spelling. As late as 1886, there was a newspaper article
entitled, "Spell It with A 'W', It Should Not be Bedloe's Island, But
Bedlow's. "8 In this article Mr. Charles A. Blair, a New York attorney
. who was committed to the care of Bedlow's possessions, correctly main=
tained that there was no historieal basis for the name Bedloe. How-
ever, when he goes on to nﬁin’uh, on the basis of his brief review
of the island's and the family's history, that the name should be
spelled "Bedlow," his argument becomes weak, because he does not go -
back far enough in his historical resume to follow up the earliest
spelling of the Bedloo name. Another article followed this one.l® It
was addressed to the editor by Mr. George W. Adams of New York and
entitled, " 'Bedlow' is Correct." 1Im this article Mr. Blair's seccount
is verified on the basis of Adams' marriage to Isasc Bedlow's lineal
descendent and to his knowledge of the complete family history. It
would be rather interesting to examine this further in order to learn
whether or not l:;. Adams was aware of the repeated manifestation of
three Ismac Bedlows: grandfather, son, and grandson, It was the grand-

son who always spelled his name in the Fnglish manner.

Mernid., (1658), 111, 74,
1'2‘7-‘“ York Times, Aug. 14, 1886,
.m‘t. ‘\lso Iz. 1886,
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Captaine thereof & duely to Fxercise
both yo! inferiour Offic™s & Souldyers
in Armes, & to use your best care,
skill & Pndeavour to keep them in good
Ordr & Diseipliness hereby requiring
all inferiour Officers & Souldyers
under yo! Command to obey you as their
Captaine; And you are likewise to ob=
serve & follow such Orders & Directions
as you shall from time to time receive
from mee or othr yof superiour of fie™s
sccording to y® Diseipline of varry
Given under my Hand X eale y® 17%
h{ld weee in y® 21% yeare of his
Me°19® pgigne, Anno Domini 1869. 21
(Prancis Lovelace)

Isanc Bedloo died in 1673, a man of wealth, leaving his wife

Plisabeth st least 10,000 florins.>:

Perhape the most interesting thing connected with Bedloo's life
relates to the island on which now stands the Statue of Liberty.
fhis island wes first granted on the 23d of December, 1667 by Gov-
ernor Nicolls to Captain Neeham, who sold it %o Bodloo.u It was
then known as Oyster Island, but Covernor Lovelace in 1670 changed
its neme to "Love Islend" in the following curious paper:

A Graunt From y® Governor To M*
Tsaack Bedlow That His Islend Called
Love Island Shall Be A Privileged
Place.

Vhereas M* Isaack Bedlow hath
made very pood Improvem® upon a Cer-
taine Little Island in y® Bay neare
this Citty cormonly oalled OQyster Is-
land for,y® w°" he hath a r%""‘a ent graunt-
®d by Co*" Richard Nicolls, & at his
request I have given it a New name That
is to say y® name of Love Island. For
an Fneouragement unto ? said W° Isaack
Bedlow in his further manuring & T
pl'cvv,‘nt thereupon I doe hersby give and

'1.“1‘0 _._f_. Txeo. Counes of Ne¥Y., op. oit., 1I, 634,

22+ oneyman, gi oit., Part 11, pe 17; Min. of Fxec. Counc. of
HeYey 0p cit., I, 162; Conveyanoces, _3. eif., 92,

obh Homeyn Brodheed, History of THe State of New York (New
Ym' 1"1’. II. 168’ ¢
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graunt unto him that y® said Island
now called Love Island shall be a

. Privileged place where no warrant of
Attachm™ or arrest shall be of force
‘or be served unlesse it be by y®
peace of Criminall Matt™ Given
und® my hand at ffort James in New
Yorke this 10th Day of August in

th yeare of hh‘ ties Raigne
Annoque Domini 1670,

It would almost seem as if the Duteh wanted a place of refuge,
perhaps for runaway married couples. The name would indieate this,
and then it was to be a place of refuge, where the civil law could
not molest offenders. But the name did not last long.

The femily Iseac Bedloo left, after his death, consisted of his

wife, the former 'lizabeth de Potter, and his four children; Isaac,
Sarah, wife of Class ﬁurpr. Catherin, wife of Thomas Harvardern,
and Mary, wife of Joseph Smith. Flizabeth de Potter Bedloo, who was
appointed administratrix (of her late husband's estate), rmin;d a
widow for seven years and then, April 22, 1680, married Pieter De la
.ay.as '

Whatever it was that Mrs. Bedloo intended to do with Love Island
may appear to be a little confuseds It is stated that an "Agreement
[wes made/between Cept. James Carterst and Flizabeth Bedlos, for
the purchase of Love Islands"®® Brodhead®’ refers to this transaction
of April 20, 1676, as a sale of the island by Mrs. Bedlow to Capt.
Carteret; but this appears questionable, because, on July 1, 1679,

there was an "Agreement between Capt. James Carteret and Mrs. Flizabeth

u'n. Fernow, Documents relating So the Hist of The Far
Colonial Settlements principally om Long Islend (Albany, 1888), x1v,

639,
”'Bamynn. e« 0it., 8l-84; Stokes, op. oit., IV, 69; .‘L‘l‘ of

Ki‘t. 88e¢, OPe CiTe T‘rt 11, pps 23, 38 .
al. iﬂm..lln.. _gp_: eit., 25,
27-Brodnead, Hist. State of We¥., op. cit., II, 168; Stokes, op.
eit., 1V, 309, A
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Bedlow for his -@npt. curte'rct'gmigu_tiu of Love Island,"28

It is ohrMogiodw apropos to mention here that several years
" after this, October 1, 1691, an act was passed dividing the province
of New York into 12 counties, each county being bounded and desoribed,
and Bedloo's Islend's relationship to Manhatten is shown thuss
This Citty and County of New Yorke

to contain all the Island commonly called

Manhattans Island Mannings Island the

two Barne Islande and the three Qyster

Islands Manhattans Island to be called

the City of New Yorke ggd the rest of

the Island the County.

It was not until December 29, 1693, that the children of Isaack
Bedloo settled the disposition of their parents’ estate, both "Reall
& personall," They decided that the estate "should be equally divided
and parted emonget the said Isasc, Sarah, Catherin and Mary . « « to
be holden used possessed & enjoyed in severallity, and not in Joyn-
ture."*® gome time later, however, Mary Bedlow Smith, "Widow of
Joseph Smith late of the said City Merchant,™ took over all the shares
in the island., After having proeured the property, the widow Smith
intentionally went through a manner of insolvancy. Unable to meet
the demands of her creditors she broke up "shop keeping” and re-
linquished all of her properties to meet their claims. Consequently,
she sold the whole island to Adolph Philipse and Henry Lene, New York
merehants, in August 1732. In the following interesting, 120-year

old document is contained the entire transsction.

”'cnlendur of Wew York Colonial Manuscripts, Indorsed Land Papers;
~ In the Office of The Secretary of State of New ?mm‘mg.ny.-

Pe B
é"l'ho Colonial Lawe of New York f'rom the Year 1864 To The Revelution
(Albgny, T1894), T, ohapt.17, p, 207-208; Stokes, op. oit., IV, 870.
‘Conveyances, op. cit., pp. 92-94, .
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Recorded for and at the request of
Archibald Kenedy Psq® « « « this 12th dey
of January Anno Dom 1746,

This Indenture made the Fighth dey
of August in the year of our Lord One
thousand seven hundred and thirty two
Between HMary Smith « « « Widow of the
one part and Adolphe Philipse and Henry
Lane . » « Merchants of the other part
Witnesseth that the said Mary Smith in
consideration of the sum of Pive Shil-
lingl s o« « to her in hand plid by
them « . « where of she doth acknow-
ledge hath granted bargained & sold « « «
All that & certain tractt or parcell of
land situate lying and being up Rahway
river. « . in the County of rssex and
the province of Fast New Jersey o « »
and also that a certain Island commonly
called and Known by the name of Great
Oyster Island or Bedlows Island situate
lying and being in the City of New York
in Hudsons river to the West of Nassau
Island between Nutten Island and the main
about South fouth West from Fort George
in the City + « + « This Indenture made
the ninth day of August in the sixth year
of the Reipgn of Our Sovereign Lord Ceorge
the Second by the Grace of Cod of Great
Brittain Prance and Iceland King Defender
of the faith & ¢ And in the year of our
Lord Christ Onme thousand and seven hundred
and thirty two Between Mary Smith of the
City of Mew York Widow of Joseph Smith
late of the said City Merchant Dececased
of the one gcrt end Adolph Philipse and
Henry Lane.9l

The merchants Philipse and Lane who had taken over "Widow"
Bmnith's island found tht they had little use for it. However, an
advertisement, which they ran for seven days, o;‘fering "Bedlows
Islend" for sale, is evidence enough of the faet that they too de=-

sired to part with it proriubly.”

31 ;
.Cenveyancu, &; eit., pp. 94, 96, 96,
S2erhe New York Gasette, Aug. 4-11, 1736,
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puring the time that Lane and Philipse owned the island a new

phage of its history was begun. The nunioipal end state authorities
were apprehensive about the fearful disease small-pox being brought
inte the colony. The City, therefore, was compelled to temporarily
take possession of the island in order to control a situstiom which
might possibly arise. The following report is contained in the

Minutes of Fxecutive Council of the Provinece of New York:

The city is quarantined through
fear that small-pox and other malignant
fevers may be brought in from South
Carolina, Barbadoes, Antigua, and dther
places, where they have ocoasioned
great mortality. Bedlow's Island is
made the first quarantine station. The
Meyor procured on June 27 /I730/the
order of council which required "that
one of the Pilots for this Port be
Constantly waiting at or near sandy
hook,"™ and go on board all in-bound ves-
sele and inform all the shipmasters from
those places "that it is the order of the
board, that before they Come into this
Hearbor they first Anchor as near as may
be to Bedlows Island, and there wait till
they be Visited by some of the Physicians
of this City, and not put on shoar any of
the Goods or Persons on board, nor suffer
sny to Come on Board of them, until Report
to the Mayor of the Condition and State
of health of the People on board, and un~
till he has leave to wey Anchor and Come
into the harbor and unload." Whereupon
the common oouncil appoints Dr. Roeloff
Kiersted to execute the order of the Coun-
¢il, and to report to the Mayor regarding
the health of the persons on board the ves-
~ sels, that measures may be takén to prevent
"any Infectious Pestilential or Malignant
Disease or Distemper" being brought inte
the City. The City Marshalls and Constables
are also given special orders make the ore
der of council more effective.

®5+yins. Pxee. Councs N.Y., 0ps ©it., IV, 429-430; Stokes, op.

m‘. IV. mgl
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Following this decree the Common Council appointed a certain

John Tenbrook to the position of Quarantine inspector om the island

in the following document,

Order'd /April 6, 17427 that John
Tenbrook be forthwith Sent to Bedlows
Island; there to Remain till further
Order. to teke Care that no person Whate
soever: (Except by Order from the Mayor)
g0 into the House or Houses. Where any
person has the Small Pox: or Come from
any Such FHouse to this City: and this
board will Reward him the Said John
Tenbrook: for this trouble therein,

On February 29, 1744, two years later, when the brig "Mary and
Am" arrived from Jameica with small-pox on board, she was quarsntined
off "Bedlars" Island, The health certificate issued by Dr. Roeloff
Kiersted was called into question by James Jauncey, master of the
vessel, who refused to g0 into quarantine. Proseecution againet him
for contempt was ordered. After Dr. Kiersted's examination o!.tho
inui, she was allowed to proceed to the eity. Fowever, general

' quarantine measures were ordered for her .38

In 1746, Archibald Kennedy purchased the islend, and the trans-
action is negotiated in the following interesting record:

Recorded for, and, at the request
of Archibald Kenedy msq¥ » . . this 224
day of January Anno Dom 17486, ;

This Indenture made for the nine=-
teenth day of December in the year of
our Lord One thousand seven hundred
forty six Between Adolphe Philipse
* » o and Archibald Kennedy . . . (sole
survivor of the earlier Lane-Philipse
combination) for and in consideration
of the sum of One hundred pounds . . .
to him in hand paid by the said Archibald

34, ‘ |
Minutes of The Common Couneil of the City of New York (New
York, 19057, V, 60; Btokes, op. oit., IV, B78. — —
S5egtokes, op. oit., 1V, 678,
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Kenedy the receipt whereof the said
Adolph Philipse doth hereby acknowledge
Hath bargained sold and demised, end
by these presents, doth bargain sell
and demise unto the seid Archibald
Kennedy all that Island commonly called
and Known by the names of Great QOyster
Island and Bedlows Island o « « To
have and To hold the said Island and
premises with the asppurtenances before
mentioned and every part and parcell
thereof unto the said Archibald Kennedy
his executors admninistrators and as-
signs from the date of these presents
for and during the full end and ternm
of the one whole year from thence next
ensuing and fully to be compleat and
ended yielding and paying therefore,
one pepper corn im and upon the Feast
of Seint Micheal the Archangle if de-
manded to the imtent that by virtue

of the statute made for transferring
uses into possession he the said
Archibald Kennedy may be in the actuall
possession of the said Island and
premisses with the nppurtomcn.”

The new owner of the island was an enlightened and engaging
individual. Fe was also an esteemed and reliable inhabitant of New
York, for he was given the keys to the city when he was "Complimented
with the freedom of this Corporation" by the Common Council. Other
doouments of young New York have committed to writing some of his
diverse functionss In 1714 he was given the commission of Adjutant
of His Majesty's King George's regular foreces in the province of New
Yorke 1In 1722 he was appointed collector and receiver genecral of
the Port of New York. He retained this esteemed position for forty-
one yeargs During the latter portion of July and the beginning of
August 1743, Mr. Kennedy interchanged regularly the position of pre=

siding officer wigh Chief Justice De Lancey at the meetings of the

sa'comyanun. Sp. eit., p. 101,
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proviacial omu.”At the time he was collector of mutm; in
1753, he confiscated the colony's gunpowder “"stored in the magazine
_of the oity, on the pretense that it was unlawfully imported."®®
His rightful power in this particuler function was questioned, and
the person in charge of the powder house at the time, Abraham Harden-
bfook, brought action against him. Just how the case was decided is
not kmown, and on July 25, 1766 it was still subject to argument,>’

It would be interesting to know onoﬁly how much satisfaction
Mr. Kennedy experienced from his island as the place of uninterrupted
tr«doﬁ from occupation and the mental relief from professional duties
which he had desired. It is recorded that he ocoupied the island as
a summer residence.%?

On February 19, 1766 a new beacon light on the island is provided
for by the Stato (in the Militia Act),~ namely on "MNr. lumodyﬁ 1,:-;
land."™ T%ach new beacon "shall be made of twelve or a greater Number
of poles set in the Cround at proper Distances asunder, and a pitech
Barrel on each pole: and the respective persons living nearest to the
seme, shall upon seeing the Beacon which may be erected near Sandy
Hook, or other place, on Fire, or upon the appearance of six or a
greater Number of large Ships, which from proper Classes they may
Judge to be llhipl of War, set fire to a like number of sueh piteh
Barrels; and at every of the said places where Beacons are appointed
to be erected, there shall be Lodged a Cannon or Creat Gun, with a

sufficient gquantity of Gun Powder, and immediately after the said

87. ‘
July 80, 1746, Stokes, op. oit., IV, 598
;g-mf 8, 1753, ' Tvide, fvoober— " "
*ITbid, 1V, 646,

40.Fanual of The Corporation of The City of New York (New York,
1866), p. 498,

.
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Beacons shall be + « + 80 set on fire, such Gua « + « shall « « + be
discharged from each Beacon, once for every ship that . « « appears
o o o in sight.™ A guard or watch is to be kept oncnhbnéonﬂan
the governor or commander-ine-chief shall so order, in which case the
Colonels of regiments in the countries where bescons are, shall see
that the order is executed by detachments of men from their regiments.
These beacons are intended to spread the slarm to New Jersey and Con-
necticut as well as New York. In case of alarm, every soldier on
notice thereof, is "immediately to Repair Armed to his Colours or
parade,™ on penalty of 26 pounds, "which parade shall be understood
to be the Habitatlion of his Captein, unless otherwise ordered." Special
provision is made in this act for the defence of the County of Suffelk,
which is so exposed that "a Descent may be made on the Tastern part
thereof by Water. »él
The new beacon provided for on Bedloe's Island t§ notify the
colony of attack could in no way ward off the virulent enemy which
visited the City in 1766. rhroughn_t 1766, 1766, and 17567 small-pox
broke out along the Atlantic seaboard menacing all the colonies.
Precautions were taken in New York to segregate all who developed
that or any other contagious disease. The CGeneral Assembly puud;
An Act 8, 1756/%o prevent
infectious Distempers being brought
into this Colony and to hinder the
Spreading thereof.
The initial steps are taken to
establish a quarantine at Bedloe's.
Island. All Vessels having the Small

Pox Yellow fever or other Comtagious
Distemper on Board and all Perons Coods

e stokes, op. oit., IV, 666,



and lorchuduuzghutlum coming
from sny place infected with such
Distempers Shall not come into any
the Ports or Harbours of this City
or nearer the Same City that the
Island Commonly called Bedlows Island,
And shall be obliad to make their
Quarantine there.
On May 25, 1755, there is a record of John Baird, surgeon of
New York, being appointed to examine all vessels suspected of having
any contagious disease on board.4®
A year later, on July 26, 1756, Governor lardy wrote from Albany
to Archibald Kennedy, who was presiding councillor of New York City,
ordering him to practice every rule possible in order to render
impossible the invasion of small-pox which was then raging in Phila-
dolphi..“ Socially-conscious Mr. Kennedy complied with the governor's
request by offering his island for the use of a temporary quarantine
station for those people who had been subject to exposure as well as
those who had already contracted the disease. Consequently, various
persons "were sent from this City to Mr. Kennedy's Island. . . with
Small pox."“ 1t is recorded on October 13, 1766, that there was a
case of small-pox on New Street, and so measures were taken by the
provineial couneil to prevent the disease from spreading. Also, on
the same day, & sloop from Ste Croix was ordered into quarantine at
Bedloe's Island; it was discharged sixteen days later, on October 29.“
On October 18, 1756, the Common Council appointed & comnittee

"to conferr and Treat with the City Members of the Generall assembly,

“'col.. Laws of N.Y. from 1664 to Rev., '?. eit., 111, 1071-1078;
Cels of ist. Mes., op. cit., Part 11, ps 658, This Act was to remain in
Foroe Tor one year o&y.—ft was received on March 24, 1768, when the
sdministration of querantine was transfered from ecity to province.-
Btﬁu, %n %}:. 1v, 668.

i ist. . te 1 o 834,
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:&ma.. ﬁ?’ Cisrg
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for /the/Province /of New York/, Concerning the building of a Pest

House and of Precting proper and cunv_cnimt Oouh on some Orounds
to the Southward of Presh waters"®’

On January 26, 1757, payment wae made for "sundry necessaries"
which had been provided for various persons "who were sent from this
ity %0 Mr. Kennedy's Island /Fedlow's Island/ with mll Pox,"® on
April 14, otche uﬁ year, the Common Couneil paid John Brown "for
the use of Mr. Kennedys /Bedlow's/Island for sundry persons who were
gsent there with small pox by order of the Board,"4?

The estimated real estate worth of Bedloe's Island had moved
~ upward to a large extent since the day when "Widow" Mary Smith had
been foreced to relimnquish her claims, On February 18, 1758, the Com-
mon Council required two aldermen to "wait upon Archibald Kennedy
rsql and purchase from him for this Corporation the Island Commenly
Called Bedlows Island for any sum not Exceeding one Thousand pounds
in order to Freet thereon a pest House and make Report thereof to
this Board how and in what menner they have treated with him for the
same." They reported immediately that they agreed to pay Kennedy
"one Thousand pounds in two payments, five Hundred on the first of
May next, and five Fundred on the first of May, 1769."50 fThie agree-
ment was altered on May 10 as follows: "the amount of one Thousand
pounds to be paid in two parts, five Hundred pounds on his Fxecuting
to this Board a Release for the same and five Hundred pounds on the
first of May next /I7607by bond with Interest.”  On May 18, it was

47,

Min. of Com. Counc. of The City of N.Y., op. eit., VI, Tl.
:g'md.. Ui, ”. ’ 2
mm.. vIi, 87.
u'Ibﬂ., VI, 124,
.mtg ". 1’1.
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ordered that the sum of five hundred pounds "be paid to the Clerk

of this Board by one or both of the managers of the late Lottery
the said sum to bo paid by him into the hands of Archibald Kennedy
Feq® on his Executing e Release to this Corporation of the Island
Commonly Called Bedlows."?

On January 30, 1769, it was found necessary "that a pest House
be fourthwith Built on the Island Commonly Called Bedlows Island,
which this Corporation lately purchased from Archibald Kennedy Fsqb
for that purpose, " and a _cmittin was appointed "to order the pur~
chasing of materials for Carrying on and Compleating the same, "%%
quunt:.vun made "towarde Carrying on the Building of the pest
house," on June 20, July 20, August 21, September 19, and November
13, 1759; end on January 9, partly "for sundry Necessarys to be sent
to such 8ick as were Lately up on Bedlows Island," Pebruary 13, and
" August 4.. this last date representing payment "for Printing and Glaz~-
ing the Siok house or Hospitall on Bedlows Island."%¢

On May 8, 1760, the state legislature found it necessary to
cooperatively aid in the muniecipal effairs of its prineipal City.
Thus a logilhﬁvo act was passed to "enable the Mayor Recorder and
Aldermen of the City of New York « « « to order the raising of a Sum
not exceeding five Hundred pounds by a Tex on Estates Real and Personal
in the said City." The extra tax was necessary on sccount of the
"expense of fimishing the new Goal Purchasing the Island Commonly
called Pedlows Island and Building a Pest house therson together with

the heavy expense of Firewood and other Necessaries for his Majesty's

::‘Ibid.. vI, 138,
“.mc’ VI’ 1‘20
“Y513., VI, 175, 176, 178, 180, 196, 208, 205, 218.
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Troops Quartered in this City."56

It might be & point of interest to note here that the earliest
record showing the use of the neme Bedloes Island is Ryder's map (1670).
The map of the harbor, published by Bradford in 1735, shows this same
neme too.“ The same island is shown on the lﬁtruar Map of 17686~6
as "Kennedys or Corporation I."57

During the time that it owned the island, the Corporation of the
City of New York was faced with the problem of reuting the property.
Time after time this question was listed among the items of discussiom
of the Council's nntir‘ga. On September 6, 1769, "Samuel Rogers, the
tenant of Bodlén Island, is removed by the common council, and the
igland is leased to Fvert Polh.'“ Pells was undoubtedly a !;til-
factory temant, and not until July, 1772 was the Corporation looking
for a new occupent.

On July 23, 1772, it is recorded that the Board gave Flias Stil-
well permission "to take into his Possession their Island Commonly
called Bedlows Islend, and to ocoupy the Sameuntil en order shall
Iesue from this board to the Contrary,"59

Both Stilwell and the Corporation found that they had to, of
necessity, temporarily abandon the islend when the relations between
F.ngllnd/‘gir American colonics became more strained. At the time
the red coats oceupied New York City they seized every strategio
position, ineluding Bedloe's Island, which they used as an asylum

for Tory sympathizers. This type of settlement was not looked upon

”o | ;
Cole Laws N.Y. o 0it., 1V, B06-508; Stokes eit., 1V, TS.
57. ke, ps Bit, IV, B0, B i
58 xbid‘. IV, ‘09.
5,‘!15': of Coms Counc., op. ecit., VII, 179.
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with good will by the insurgents, end we read from a colonial news-

paper that on

Tuesday evening last /April 2, 17767,
a number of our troops went and set
fire to all the buildings on Bedlow's
Ieland, where the men of war were en-
trenching and fortifying it for an
asylum for the Tory Refugees, burnt and
brought of{ all their interesting tools,
with a large number of white shirts and
great coats, & ¢ likewise and abundance
of poultry of all sorts; the Asia fired
on our people, but not one man either
killed or wounded.- Seme evening, a
barge, full of men, supposed to be from
the men of war, landed and endeavoured
to set fire to the Air furnace, but
they were tmlyasiumrod before much
damage was done,

This act of plunder on the part of the colonists was epproved
by their fellow insurgents. The following day the American Commander
- stetioved at New York formally thanked those who “effected burning
the buildings, defacing the works, and bringing off the entrenching
tools, last night, on the Ieland, undef the guns of the Asia Men of
war,"81 ; :

The Tory Governor Tryon of New York was an eye witness, from
his position on board the "Dutchess of Gordon," which lay in North
River of "the burning of the hospital on Bedlow's Island by four .
hundred Rebels in Seven Pitiaguas™ (periaguas). Fe wrote an ac-
count of it to Lord Germain on April c.“ S8ince this doocument is

of great historical interest, a copy of it is introduced here.

‘°‘m New York Journal, April 4, 1778, eiting the Const. faz.,
New York Mercury, April 8, 1776.

:1‘Stoko., . oit., IV, 921.
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Ship Dutchess of Gordonm,
North River
New York, 6th
April 1776
My Lord,

Since my last publick Dis-

cheg by the Brig three fisters,te
N33 inoclusive, this Province has
become more particularly the Objeot of
attention and Military Operations by
the enemy than formerly « .

I was an eyewitnese to the burning
of the hospital on Bedlow's Islend by
four hunared Rebels in Seven Pitiaguas
on the 2" Instant. The Asia fired two
Cannon Shot which obliged them to pre-
eipitate their retreat. They bumt a
stack of hay and killed a number of
poultry I reserved for General Fowe's
expected arrival. Part of their plan
was to have seized about sixty Country-
men who had fled from persecution, and
were subsisted by me on that Island.
But getting intelligence of the design
I removed all the men on board the 8hip
Lady Gage & few hours befors the enemy
landed on the Island, which Ship was
taken a short time before the men of
War's cutters from a Dock on Staten Is-
land, and which I have taken up for the
reception of Reoruits and distressed
Persons. The King's 8Bhips have also
taken several other prizes « « «

I have the honour to be, with per-
feot respect and esteem, my Lord,

Your Lordship‘'s most obed® Serv®

o W Tryon
Lord Ceorge Germain

The British evacuated the Tory stronghold of New York City at
the close of the ¥ar. With the signing of the Treaty of Paris in
1788, young America was ready to start out on her journey into the

_unmapped territory of natiomhoods

“'E. B. 0'Callaghan (oéitor).‘m«. rel. to the Col. Hist. of
the State of N.Y. (Albanmy, 1875), VIII, 678-874,




CHAPTTR II

FROM THF REVOLUTION TO THE PERIOD PRECEDING THE WAR OF 1812

Not only was the young American republic confronted with po-
litical problems, she was also compelled to face and solve the
social and land problems which were just as urgent as the political.
The very air was rife with small pox end other infectious dis~
tempers, and many Americens were in a oonp_leto state e/f' alarm as
to the possible outcome of this. The natural point of entrance
through which these diseases passed into the United States was the
seaport town, and precautionary measures had to be taken in these
areas.

New York again chose Bedloe's Islend for a quarantine station
in 1784, and the state legislature passed the following act.

An ACT to prevent the bringing
in and spreading of Infectious Dis~
tempers in this State. Passed 4th
May, 1784,

Whereas the ports of this state
are now open to vessels coming from
any foreign parts, by means where of
many infectious distempers may be
brought into this state; in order as
much as possible to prevent the
sane.

I Be it enacted by the people
of the State of New-York, represent-
ed in Senate and Assembly, and it is
hereby enacted by the authority of the
same. That all vessels, of whatever
kind they may be, having on board any
person or persons infeoted with yel-
low fever or any other contagious dis-
temper, shall not come into any ports
or harbours of this State, or nearer
to the City of New-York than the is-
land commonly celled Bedlow's Island,
and shall be obliged to perform
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quarentine there, or such other place,
and for such time, and in such manner

as the governor, or person administer-
ing the government for the time being,
or in his absonce from the said oity,

as the ¥Mayor thereof -hnli think prop-
er to direct and appoint,.

The utilitarian and benevelent way in which the island was em=
ployed notwithstanding, it still remained something of a white ele-
phant to the Corporation. It was necessary to seek for mew occupants
all too oftens On Janusry 30, 1788, the Common Council "Ordered
that th; Treasurer let out Bedlow's Islend to a suitable Person who
will keep it agreeable to the original intention of the Corporation. n2
The "original intention" meant that it might foreibly be taken pos-
scesion of and utilized as a gquarantine station when necessary. On
April 4, 1788, the Treasurer was again ordered to rent the island
"for three Years on the most advantageous Terms in his power: reserve
‘ing the Use of the pest House & the privilege of Pishing for the
Alma House & Bridewell on the Shore of the Island."® The Treasurer
reported to the Couneil twenty-six days later thd: he had rented it
at ten pounds a year. At the end or that three year period the
Treasurer was again ordered to "let out Bedlow's Island on the best
terms he can get, reserving the privilege to use it as a Pest house."®

On March 11, 1791, having found no tenant, the board sppointed
"a Committee to inquire into the conditions of the buildings there,

and report the terms at which the island should be let."® Messrs.

Ros nins oF Uke State of New York Comprising the Comstitution, and

the Acts of the Le islature, since the Revolution, from the Piret to the
FooutToth Beaalon, TasTusTve How York, 170UV, T, ITT- T8 Stokes,

op. soit., ¥, 1190.

*Min, of the Comms Counc. of the City of N.Y., 1784-1881 (New York,

1917),%, 174,
g-ibm., 359,
5 IDIE., 627,

Tbid., 629.
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Van Zandt, Janeway, and Van Dyke gave a formal official account of
the disposition of the buildings. Their statements, however, were

not put inte the Minutes of the Common Council, The board was in

favor of leasing the island to ‘. Mr. Cromwell for twenty-eight years
for ten pounds a year. A supplementary contractual agreement steted
that he "put & keep in Repair the buildings at his own Expense & . . .
surrendér the Island and Buildings in good Order & Repeir at the end
of the Term and the Corporation to use it during the Term as & Pest
Isle" when necessary.’ When ¥r. Cromwell failed, in his turn, to
approve of the comtract, the Treasurer was directed to look for an-

7 on May 30, 1791, the City Treasurer let the Island

other occupant,
out to James Sullivan for a period of four years, sand the Common
Council approved the draft of the articles of agreement and ordered
that they be executed.®

The c«:'peﬁtiu was compelled to take possession of the island
for quarantine purposes before Mr. Sulliven's lease was terminated.
The infectious small-pox had reentered New York City. The Common
Council directed that Mayor Richard Varick "be esuthorized to inform
the fremch Comsul that if there should be eny sick on Board the
french Fleet -xp@otod here they can have the use of Bedlow's Island."?
The French Consul favorably received the Mayor's liberal offer, and
for a term of three years, until July 11, 1796, the island was used
as an isolation station by the Frenche

During this same period war clouds were beginning to darken the

sky on both sides of the Atlantic, menacing the Americam republic,

6. Ibid., 642.
T» Toid., 643.
'. m’, “70
b m.p II. ”0
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Pnglend, -and France. Thus the United States began to exercise

caution by looking about and examining her strateric military posi-
tions. The legislature in New York, om March 26, 1794, passed "An
ACT authorizing the Frecting of Fortifications within this State.”
This was done because of the possibility that congressional appropri-
ations for fortifying the City and Port of New York would not be
sufficients The sum of thirty thousand pounds was appropriated "for
the purpose of repairing and erecting fortifications at or near the
City and Port of lcp-rerk.' George Clinton, Matthew Clarkson, James
Watson, Richard Varick, Nicholas Pish, Fbenezer Stevens, and Abijah
Hammond were named commiseioners, with full power to repair and erect
such fortificetionss They were to procure cannon and ammunition, by
applying first to the President of the United States. They could
appropriate part of the money "to the building and equipping of one
or more floating batteries.” Other commissioners were named for the
western and northern trantiaru.lo
Mayor Varick, as one of the commissioners to study the question

of defense fortifications for the City, informed the Common Couneil,
on April 14, 1794, that the commissioners

had determined on the erection of works

on Bedlows Isle and on Fllis's Isle and

that the Law under which they acted re-

quired that the Land on which the Forti-

fications are erected must be vested in

the People of this State and therefore it

will be necessary for this Board to grant

surrender and assign the said Isle called

Bedlow's Isle and the Soil from high teo

low water mark around the said Isle called

Fllis's Isle to the People of this State

for the Pnrpo!!c of erecting Fortifications
as aforesaid.

10¢14ws of W.Y. (New York, 1800), Webster 111, 61; Stokes, op.

on..ﬂ , 1806s
*Min., of Comme Counce, 0ps oit., II, 71~72.
h.. -
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The board ordered the clerk to prepare the draft of a grant and report

it.

On April 21, 1794, the elerk, in accordance with the Commoen Coun-
oil's order of April 14, produced "the Draft of Grant to the people
of this ftate of Bedlows Isle and the Boil from high to low Waters
Mark around Fllis's Isle for the purpose of erecting Fortificatioms
for the Defence of this City and mo other with a proviso that when-
ever all or any part of the Premises shall be no longer used for the
purpoic of Fortifications the same be revert to and vest in this
CQrpoutin."u The beard approved and ordered that the grant be
engrossed, sealed and signed by the Mayor.

On November 1, 1796, Govermor Jay, in addressing the twemtieth
gsession of the New York Legislature, summariszed the generous aims of
the Legislature with regard to diminishing the growth of disease
throughout the state. The Covermor said:

pifficulties were experienced in
executing the benevolent intentions
of the legislature respecting a Laz~
arette in the vieinity of this City.
Ground conveniently situated oould not
be purchased, and the placing it om
Governor's Island, where it could not
" have been erected at a proper distance
from the garrison, was liable to stromg
objections. These diffioulties have
been removed by the liberality of the
Corporation of the City. They have
gratuitously conveyed Bedlow's Island
to the State, for this and such other
public uses as the legislature may
from time to time direct. Certain
buildings erected there by the French
republic, have been purchased, and
prepared to serve the purpose of a
lasarette for the present. But as ad-
ditions end alterations will be neces-
sary, and as preocautions should be

12.
Ibid., 73.
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taken to prevent that island from be-
ing further diminished by enecroachments
of the water, the appropriation of some
money for these objeots will be requi~
site,”

The measures prescribed by law
to prevent the bringing end spreading
of infectious disease in this state
have been taken and faithfully exe-
cuted. It is however to be lamented,
that cases of the like fever have oc-
curred, and there is at present very
little reason to doubt whether the
disease may be generated here. The
subject of nuisances, therefore,
having become important to the safety
as well as to the comfort of our fel-
low citizens, well deserves the notie-“
and interpretation of the legislature.

During the time when the lsland was posed midway between City
and State, fortifications were begun there under an act of the
legislature entitled "An ACT meking further provision for Porti-
fications within this State. Passed the 6th of April, 1796." It
recites the fact that fortifioations had been commenced im conformity
with the sct of March 26, 1794, "and, unless the prossecution of the
same be continued, the works already begun, but not completed, will
£o to ruin.” The sum of twenty thousand pounds was appropriated
for "compleating, making and repairing the fortifications om Gov-
ernor's island, Bedlow's island and Oyster island in the city of

New-York."14 when the Act was passed, the original appropriation of

3. seate of New York- Messages From The Gounora Comprisi
Mutin Communications to thﬂgﬁtﬂrtun er Papers E'l
'ﬂ' Py tiuTru Tthe anin on of %_3_ W!an (| Ioﬁﬁ Anaﬂymwfn

3 go uﬁ u e Year edi by Charles L. Limeoln (

1909), 11, & 'ﬂ_‘u_"&l m [ 1: the quotation is Limcoln's motes

Ibido, I1, 382,
§ chap. 87, passed !-reh 30, 1797, appropriated $4500 for
the ercotion of a lazarette om Nuttem or Govermor's Islend. The
same act provided for the compensation of the health officer ané

physician for services at the temporary lazarette on Bedlow's Islamd,
't°k1 20 Qito, g A 1886,

u'. of K.Y. « eit. (Albtly 1800) Chap. 43, Webster I1I
106; Stokes, op. oit., V, T3T8-1319, : 4
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twenty thousands pounds had been lowersd to five thomud.“ It is

unf ortunate that mo complete record is left of the works which the
State built, - :

Both State suthorities amnd ordimary citizens again manifested a
groat deal of comstermation with regard to a possible unarrested
spread of disease. Govermor Jay wrote to Mayor Varick om June 7,
1796, and demanded with importumity the building of a lazarette to
guarantee greater quarantine protection for the City. He proposed
buying Bedloe's Islamd from the City, "as & place whereom to erect
a Lazaretto for the reception of Persoms inflicted with Contagious
Fevers. 16 (There appears to be some confusion as to the exact
meaning of the conveyance of April 21, 1794 to the State.) Oovernor's
Island had formerly beem viewed as a fit place for this purpose, but
arguments wers put forth against placing a lasarette so mear the gar-
rison.s The pler was thus abandoned. Simce Bedloe's Island, which
still was under the jurisdictiom of the Corporatiom, had slready beenm
used for a quarantine station, it was again viewed as the proper site
for the same pu:pon. "I think," Jay wrote "it would be ugroubh
both to the Btnto and the citizens of New York that it should be
purchased by the State, and the intemded lasaretto built there inm
preference to Covernor's Island. w17 At the time Governor Jay was
writing to Mayor Varick the Premch were ocoupying the Tsland for their
ows hospital purposes. Thus, contnuad ¥r. Jay, an arrangement satis-
factory to both the Corporation and the State might be concluded "im

oase the Fremch imtend soon to remove it /Bedloe’'s Island/as I have

:: Messages From The Govermors, ope oit., 11, 360.
'!ho Correspondence And Public Papers of John Jay, 1794-1826,
Fditgg W‘a—"‘L'SE;t.ry Pe ‘T"T-rk , "'1'1 P
xtu.. 217.
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understood they proposs to do."*° Om June 13, 1796, six days later,
this letter of June 7 from "His Fxcellemcy the Govermor to Mr. May-
or" was read im the Common Council, and the Board decided, “"that a
Grant be made of the said Island to the People o{ the ftate of New
York /For the comsideration of five shillings/for the purpose of
erecting such Lazaretto and for such other purposes as the Legis-
lature shall from time to time direst.*:?

On July 11, 1796, the Commonm Council having been informed "that
the fremch Republic stood im mo further meed of the use of Bedlows
Island," that the Covermor having represemted to the board "that
the Commissioners of the Vealth Office had determimed the seame %o
be the most proper Place for the erection of a Lasaretto," and the
board having agreed to "grant and surremder the said Island to the
People of the State of New York for those Purposes,” it mow ordered
"that the Comsul of the fremch Republic be respectfully informed
that the Season remders it mecessary that immediate preparation
should be made by the Commissioners of the Health Office for the Com-
fortable Receptiom and accommodatiom of such sick Persons as they
mey find it mecessary to semd there," and that he be requested to
give the necessary orders "for the speedy removal of the Bulldiags
end Materials erected and placed there at the Pxpemce of the fremch
chublio."o

On Auguet 10, 1796, the Commom Coumeil approved of the graat of
Bedloe's Island to New York State with the proviso "thet whem ever it

shall uo longer /Be/used for the Purpose /of querantine/it shall

18.

Ibid., 218.
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revert and revest in this cwpont!ou..'e-l

By September 6, 1796, the Common Council was notified that the
"Lazaretts on Bedlows Icle" was ready to admit persons with "infectious
Disorders"™ and that consequently the hospital at Belle Vue was no
longer needed for this purposes Thus & Committee, composed of Fs- '
quires Aldermen Cabriel FPirmem, Robert Lenox, end Assistant Aldermen
Hangel and Minthorn, wes sppointed to observe, examine, and report
upon the further state of arrangement of Belle Vues>?

It might not be amiss to include at thie point "A Report on the
subject of Yellow Fever made to the governor of New York" of November
28, 1796 by Richard Bayley. Dr. Bayley reports to Governor Jay the
condition of the hospital established on Bedloe's Island, snd of the
docks where "the late malignant fever" is supposed to have originated.
He states in part:

The necessary Buildings for the
sick on the Island are First., A large
and well ventilated House t0 contain
the patients during their sickness.
Seoondly. A small building to receive
the sick, on their first errival,
where they have to undergo a proper
cleansing: This might be provided
with Bathing-tub, the means of warm
bathing, and necessary cloathing of
every kind, Thirdly- a separate building
for convalescents, which may be the
means of not only saving many lives,
but also, in the event, prove highly
econonical, by greatly expediting the
recovery of the siek.- Pourthly. A
separate building to which the dead
should be immediamtely conveyed. FPif-
thly. A wash Mouse to which the dirty
linnen bedding & ce & c. may be imme-
d’n‘“l}’ sent, + o &

2lerrid., 266-269,
22.Tpia., 275,



Before I conolude I must teke the
liberty of mentioning to your Fxeellency
what has hitherto Leen the condition
of the Hospital, lately established up~
on Bedlow Island; I am induced to do
this in order . « . that measures will,
in consequence, be taken to provide
for the FHospital in such manner, as may
be necessary, to compleat the establish-
ment, end give it extensive utility.

The necessary slterations and repairs’
which the Buildings on Bedlows Island
required, to render them fit to re-
ceive the sick, were not completed
untill the beginning of August. As

soon as those was done, spplication was
mnade to the Commissioners of Health,

for a supply of necesearies to accomodate
the sick; which at this period were sent
to the Hospital from White hall, and
from several Vessels Just arrived from
sea. The Commisszioners directed the
Beds and bedding, which had been used
the year before at Bellvue, to be sent
to the new Hospital upon Bedlows Is-
land: But unfortunately those articles
were in a very [ilthy state and alto-
gether improper for present use. But

a8 the sick were already at the Hospital,
we had no altermative but to seleot the
eleanest of those Articles, and use them
in that states « + »

Under these circumstances, the con-
sequences were such as might naturelly be
expected, for within eight days from the
time, that those Articles were brought teo
the Hospital, those people who had been
employed in transporting the bedding from
Bele Vue, the nursee who had attended the
sick, and the steward of the Home were
attacked with fever. The attending
Physician Monsieur Bouvier, was slso
most indisposed for several deys. From
this distressing situation, however, the
Hospital was soon happily relieved by a
supply of Beds- bedding, and such clothes
&8 were necessary for frequent change, and
placing the sick in a state of the greatest
cleanliness. From the period that this was
done, neither nurse, visitor, ner any kind
of attendant, were known to be attacked with
fever,28

“'Rﬁeh&rd Bayley to Governor Jay, Nev. 28, 1796, Jay Papers,
Box 2 #9, New York Historical Society,



on March 50, 1798, the legislature passed "An ACT to provide
against infectious and pestilential Diseases." Three persons, who
were to make rules for cleaning the stroets, etc., were te be appeinted

conmissioners of the health office at the City of New York. Nuisances,
| like factories which are offemsive to the health, were to be removed
if found harmful, by warrant of the Mayor or recorder directed to
the sherrif, on the representation of the commissloners. Vessels,
in eertain oases, were subjeot to quarantine. The duties of command-
ers and pilots and of the Health officer of the port, were defined.
"\“nﬁyn‘ were appropriated for repairing the buildings for the re-
ception of the sick en Fedlow's Ilhnd.“

Within less than two years from the time that the Health Officers
had removed the hospital from Belle Vue to Bedloe's Island the Health
Commiss ioners offered the suggestion to the Commen Couneil that (in
their opinien) it was improper te continue to'hu;vo a lazarette on
Bedlow's Island. They based their epimion on the supposition that
the government would complete the fortifications and place troops
there, as propesed during the summcr of 1798, They requested the
permission teo i.gain uio felle Vue Hospital. Their request was granted,
and Belle Vue was again made use of.

In spite of the keen desire on the part of beth the Mayor and
the Coverner to convey dedloe's Iliand to the Stats, the property re-
sained bslaneed betwesn the City and State until Nevember 2, 1796
when the transfer of the property was executed, as can be seen in the

following Special Message to the Assenbly.

B aws of N.Y. (1798), ep. eit., 171, 388; Stokes, op cit.,
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Gentlemen. = I have now the honor of
laying befors you the . . . grant from
the Corperation of thie City to the
people of the State for Bedlows Ie-
land. ‘

J J.yo
New York, 2d November, 1796,

In case of war, which sosmed, threateningly enough, ms though
it would occur in the near future, New York City was a likely point
of attack, Gcnin.r Jay was apprehensive and felt that New York's
position should be made unassailable. In his epening speesch to the
Legislaturs, January 6, 1796, 19th session of the Legislature, he
saids ‘ '

It has been often and justly ob-
served that in order te prescrve peace,
every nation should not enly treat
others with justice and respect, but
also be in constent remdiness to re-
#ist and repel hostilitles. Imbecility
invites insult and agression, and the
exporience of ages proves that they are
the most secure against war who are the
best prepared teo meet it.

Although it belengs te our national
government to provide for the defence of
the United States, and although that
great object will doubtless continue to
receive, as well as to claim their ate
tention, yet it is else highly interest~
ing that nothing preperly depending on
us be ommitted te give efficacy to their
laws and measures.

Having but ome pert throurh which
the great mass of sur experts and im-
ports pass, the impertance of fortifying
it has been generally seen, and consider-
able progross has been made in exsouting
the plans formed under the direction of
the general yovernment for that purpese.
Huech yet remains te be done, and if frem
the details which will be laid before yeou,
it shall appear that further aids om the
part of this state would be preper, I am
persuaded they will be really afforded.Z2®

26,
6 Hessagos From The Covernors, op. cit., II, 386,

7 'Ibid., 11, 859-360,
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The sppropriation ect, pnnd on April 11, 1795, had authorized the

commiss ioners of fortifications te expend five thousand pounds fer
“eompleating, making and repairing the fortifications em Gevernor's
island, Bedlows ialand snd Oyster island in the city ef New-York." '
From a "Statement of moneys applied to the defence of certain
ports in the United States, in pursuance of the act te previde for
the defence of certain ports and harbers in the United States, passed
the 20th ll-}oh. 1794, distinguishing the moneys expended each year,
from af'ter the psosing the said act, upen the fortifications of ench
harbor, te the lst day of October 1799," it ean be scen that Congress
in 1794 passed an act providing $15,737.73 for defence fortifications

in New York.'®

The federal rovernment assigned cmiea Vincent, a
temporary engineer in the service of the Tnited “tates, to study -
from defensive and offendve aspects the military pesition of New
Yorke In his repert te Seorctary of War Henry Knox, entitled "“Gen-
eral observations on the defence of the Harber and City ef Wew Yerk,
1794," Mr. Vincent sugrested with faverable represemtations the forti-
fying of Bedloe's Island. ¥We maintained that if am ememy vossel lhq{zu
sucoeed in forcing the passage past Sandy Heok, the vessel vnﬁld
"find new ebstacles on approschins Bedlee's Telsnd." Mr. Vimoent
pointed out that from fertificatiens erected on this Island situated

. 80 as to face the ch.nmul. fires might orese with great advantage

these of Covernor's Island and "eoncur with these of Oyster Island

@lh Island/." Thercfore, Mr. Vineent advised that a battery, meunt-

27.

’&Ibid. » 360,

Alomn State P ¢ Documents, Legislative And Executive,
of the ress of the Umite BEE Commenc ‘é S, » and
cuTi"E i's ch 5, 1810 (Weshington, T&ﬂ. Class V "Military Affairs,"
I,
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ed with six pleces of the larpgest oaliber, two mortars, and twenty

pieces of huiy cannen, be ereoted on the Island. This battery was
to be defended by a strﬁg redoubt and have a "gaol" imclesed within
ite The estimated expemse was caloulated at appreximately $25,000,
lire Vincent recommended the comstruction of similar defemses on Fllie
Tsland, and, in terminmating his repert, he stated that "All the werke
to be made in Bedlee's, Oyster Island and Gevernmer's Island, wili

be of little cost. + . « they canmet be ordered teo .un."“

Contained im & memerandum em fortifications, referred to the
first session of the sixth Congress, is the total ameunt of money
expended for the defence of New York Port and Harber in accordence
with the bill of March 20, 1794, This emeunt was $100,081.41,°°
Between the years 1754 and 1801 an annual apprepriation was made.
fowever, the exact amount used for Bedloe's Islend is mot imown.

A Committee wes appointed to inquire into the actusl state of
the fortifications of the perts and harbers of the United States and
reperted to the House om February 10, 1797. Imoluded in this repert
was a desoription of the fortifications on Gevernor's, Dedloe's, and
Oyster Islande. This pnior was returnmed to the Secretary of War onm
May 51, 1797, and subsequently lost. )

On Jume 6, 1797, James lcHemry, from the War Off'ice, prepared
a "Memorandum for the Conmittee of the House of Representati es on
rmzru.uou,' & co," where it is ltate;i that New York is “Ameng
the harbers, & o. which it may become preper to secure, by improvimg

or adding te existing fortifications.” The memorandum containg the

3':»14.,' 7880,

LN ] 15’0

JIeid
u'T__F_IT_., 116.
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recommendation that §90,000 be appropriated "To complste the works
on Governor's Island, Bedloe's Island, and Oyster i-lmd."u Despite
the redommendation no action was taken by the federal government,

Within the year the Legislature directed Governor Jay to provide
it with infommation concerning the approximate cost "of putting the
oity and port of New York in a respectable state of defence."3 They
were ourious as to whether the federal government would cooperate with
the state legislature in bearing the cost of such a project. In re=-
ply to this request, Jay wrotq to the Assembly in April of 1708 in
the following words:

, April 5, 1798,
Gentlemen.~ By your resolutions of the
19th of Mareh, you were pleased to re-
quest me to be caused to be laid be-
fore you an estimate of the sums neces-
sary, and the means to be adopted for
putting the City and port of New York
in a respectable state of defence, and
to inform you whether there would be
grounds to expeet the co-operation of
the government of the United States in
defraying the expense attending that ob-
Jeet. My message of the 2let of March
afforded reason to expect further com=
munications from me on the subject, and
it eppears to me proper that before
the adjournment of the Legislature, you
should be partioculerly informed of the
measures which have been taken for the
purposes, and the result of them,

As the Act of 1794 has been en-
trusted and committed the business of
fortifying the port of New York to the
exclusive management and diseretion of
the seven cormissioners appointed in it
by name, and not being authorized either
officially or otherwise to participate
in the direction of it, I understand
your request to intend only, that I

::'Ibid.. 118,
*Ibid., 118,
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should obtain from them,and lay be-
fore you the desired information; that
this might be done in the most ample
and satisfactory manner, I did by a ~
letter written on the 20th of March,
and inclosing a copy of your resolutionm,
request Col. Stevens to come here im-
imediately, and bring with him the neces-
sary documents, for although they had
heretofore communicated to me their
plans and estimates, yet none of their
pepers remained in my possession, and
I had reason to believe that those doeo-
uments together with the information
to be obtained from his, and from other
honourable and well informed commis-
sioner, who during the session has
been in his place in the Senate, would
give you full and satisfactory intel-
ligence on the subjeots « « » 34
John Jay.

By a ftate law on August 27, 1798, it was provided that the sum ‘
of $150,000 be sppropristed for tho purpose of npd.riugrnnd completing
"the fortifications in New York City and vieinity, and for construeting
such other fortifications on New York Island, Governor's Island, Bed-
low's Island, Tllis Island, and Long Island, and for providing such
other means of defence for the nouriti of said City and port as the
governor of the State shall deem necessary for the seourity and de-
fence of the seme, provided that said sum shall be expended under
the direction of the President of the United States."S®

The problem of whether the federal government or the State
would be financially accountable for the erection of fmu'iuﬁiona
around the harbor of New York was st.:ln‘not completely solved. Con~

tained in an address (on this subject) to the Assembly by Governor Jay,

“'loqu_g_s_ Prom The Covernors, op. eit.,II, 418-419,

‘R.f. Guernsey, New York City And Vieinity During The War of
1812-15 (NWew York, 1889), 1, 61, '
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February 18, 1799, is the following note:

A clause in the appropriation act,
chap. 94 required the Comptroller to
"gollect and 13iquidate the expense in-
ourred by the fortifications in this
gtate for the defense of the United
States, and also to liquidate with
the Seeretary of the Treasury of the
United States the specie value of the
funded debt of the United States as~
sumed by the said states of the debt
of this State, on the prineciples con-
tained in the Act of Congress passed
the 15th day of February last, relative
to the balances reported by the Com=
missioners for settling the accounts
‘between the ghitod States and the sever-
al states.”

By an act of the Legislature on February 15, 1800, Bedloe's
Island was ceded to the United States government, together with rllis
‘Islend and Governor's Island, at which tlm;o the State reversed the
right to execute on these Islands any process of the New York Civil
or Criminal Courts. The peculiar exemption, above mentioned, which
Bedloe's Island had since 1670, was thereby abrogated.®’ By another
act passed the following March 28th, the State pledged itself for
 the expenditure of a sum in fortifications equal to that assumed by
the United States in the debt of this State. "

On November 5, 1800, Governor Jay reported to the Legislature
in a Special ¥essage that "with the concurrence of the Secretary of
Var, engineers have been engaged, and are now employed in making the
necessary -urviys, end in devising a plan, which, when finished, will

be 1aid before the President, and communicated to you."39

6.
Ibld.. II. ‘380
87.“"’ Qf Corp. of Oit Of 'o!o. ao °1tc, 498; Laws Of State ﬂf

Yo, 0P p. oit., 8007, Chap. “IV, p. 7 Stokes, op. oit., V, 1876,
*Messages Prom The Governors, ope eit., II, 867-6'!0; Guernsey,
ﬂ. cit., I,
mlun‘: From the Governors, op. cit., II, 469,
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It was necessary for New York to resort to additional taxation

in order to meet her share of expense in the fortifications under-
tekings, On January 26, 1802 Governor Gpcrgo Clinton, when reviewing
the fiscel obligations, in an opening speech to the Senate and As-
sembly, stated that the various claims confronting the State treasury
would have been met earlier "were it not for the engagement to ex-
pend in fortifications a very large sum, supposed to be due to the
United States,"40

Colonel Jonathan Williams, chief engineer of the United ftates,
Director of the Military Academy at West Point, and president of the
Anerican ¥ilitary Philosophical Society, was appointed to make &
thorough survey of New York Harbor in the fall of 1806. He began
the repair and improvement of the defense fortifications on Covernor's
and Bedloe's Islands. The sum of $100000 was eppropriated by the
State legislature to aid in this work, although it was not immediately

\l‘ldo‘l

40. ‘
Ibid., II, 506-607. The tax law was smended and passed April
6, Ibid.

‘Guernsey, op. oit., I, 83; Americen State Papers, op. eit., I,

118,



CHAPTYR III
MILITARY ASPFCT, FROM TH™ WAR OF 1812 to 1877

The time was one of peculiar difficulty. Oreat Britain and
Prance, with their allies and subjeet states, were contending for
esch other's life blood. France had become superior in position and
influence on the mainland of FEurope; 'ngland had secured the ad-
vantage o.f‘ sea superiority. Tach nation was victorious in ite
orbit. The sole method by which either of them could to a greater
degres harass the other, except if the other were unwise enough to
abandon its peculiar place, was by starvation. This the rival pov-
ernments attempted by putting an end to all trade with the other
power. The United States was at that time the chief sommerotal
country which was lending no ective military assistance to either
belligerent. Upon it, therefore, fell the weight of this new method
of waging & war.

Sinoce the foreign relations of the young American republic had
invested itself with a mien menacing to the peace of the country,
the inhebitents of New York City manifested great dissatisfaction
with fortification conditions. Therefore the Corporation and the
local merchants drew up a petition oiting "the defenceless situation
of the port of New York." This call for aid was later referred to
Congress, and a Comnittee was appointed to investigate the merchants'
memorial. On January 28,1806, fenator Samuel L. Mitchill, a member
of the Committee to whom was directed the memorial of the merchants

of Wew York, delivered, at the first session of the ninth Congress, a

44
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report on "Fortificetions Communicated To The Senate,” in which he
' put into conerete form the memorislists' mssertions. In his report
Mr. ¥itchill said that "Bedloe Island, though very small, has aleo
been oonsidered proper for defensive opontionu, end, in some degree,
prepared to annoy the ew."1 The House of Represcntatives did not
respond inmediately with an appropriation for the erection and com-
pletion of adequate land batteries, but discussed the plan of de-
fending New York harbor snd other semcoast ports by gun beats in
case of war.

Moved by the apathy of the federal govermment, Governor Vorgan
Lewis, in an Opening Speech to the 29th session of the State Legis-
lature, on January 28, 1806, made an address with the following ap-
p‘llo

It remains then, goatlouﬁ, @ question
for your econsideration whether in thie
state of things, you will not make an
effort towards the protection of the
key of your state, and the seat of your
wealth. The expense will certainly be
great. It may, however, by judiecious
management be rendered as gradual as to
be little oppressive « . . « Meanwhile
I cannot omit calling to your recol-
ledtion, gentlemen, the act of the 28th
of March, 1800, by which the State
stands pledged for the expenditure of
s sum in fortifications equal to that
assumed by the Unu‘d States in the
debt of this Etate.

The importance of New York as a commercial depot was prowing.
Fer condition of being open to attack was a theme of publie interest.

It was generally agreed that nationel aesistance would be provided

I'Anriun State Papers, Class V, op. eit., I,' 191,
‘Messages From The Governors,op. eit., II, 667-570.
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in its proteetion. The repair of batteries and magazines on the
several islands in the harbor was ﬁond- Hore precisely in
reference to Redloe's Island, & communication, dated December §,
1807 (lst session, 10th Congress), to the femate on "Fortifications
and Gunboats" advised that "a strong redoudbt on Bedloe's Island, for
mortars end some heavy cannon,” be erected.®

On May 18, 1809, the erection of s land battery in the shape
of & star was begun on Bedloe's Island. Speaking of the con- l

struction bf the new fortificstions on Governor's end Bedloe's Is~

lands the Columbian Centinal said:

The fortifications at Covernor's
Island progress very rapidly. Be-
tween 4 and 500 men are kept constantly
employed on the works. The genius
of Cole Williams, united with the su-
perior mechanical abilities of u®88TS
Hillard and Soyder, has rendered the
fortification, in point of strength
and elegence, equal to any perhaps in
the world, They are at present em-
ployed in the erection of a circular
Tower, which, from its situation, will
be of great advantage, in case of at~
teck, being placed on a point of the
Island, from whence it can command the
Nerrows, end in fact, the whole of the
Channel, It will be completed in about
three months. At Bedlows Island, also,
they have commenced the erection of a
Star,which will be of great service,
and the chains are forgeing, which is
to be affixed to the bloecks to be sunk
in the Channel. When the works are all
completed, the genmeral complaint that
our harbour is defenceless, will, we
hope, cease, as whatever nature and art
can furnish will be applied; it will be
placed in a posture of dofonzo superior
to any in the United &tates.

a‘mriom State Papers, Class V, op. cit., I, 220,

"Booton Columbian Centinal, May 18, 1808; Stokes, op. oit.,
v’ 1‘91.
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On October 9, 1808, Senator Samuel L. Mitehill wrote to Judge
Ambrose Spencer a desoription of the fortifications undertaken by
the War Department for the defence of New York. Speaking of Bedloe's -
Island, Mitohill said that "the front wall of the mortar battery
which commands all the channel and anchoring ground to the full
distence that a shell can be sent," is nearly up to the intended
heights The form given to thie front ie irregular because of the
Island’'s position and the irregular shape of its bank. This battery
"will be on the level of the ditech of a star fort in its rear," which
not only will command it, but will command and protect Fllis Is-
lande The exeavetions for this work are made, end "the mason work
will be carried on at the opening of the spring, in the mean time
the work will go on until the severity of the winter puts a stop to
i, "8
The following January, General Henry Deaborn, after a visit
to the Harbor, reported to President Joff‘oraon that a mortar battery
had been started on Bedloe's Island end the front wall raised to
the intended height. Horeover, continues the report:
Part of the redoubt in the rear
has been excavated, but as the season
is too far advanced to begin any new
piece of mason work, nothing more than
& continuance of excavation and a col-
lection of materials will be attempted
this winters, Two brick barracks, con-
sisting of only the malls and roof,

have been raised wgﬁhor story and
rendered habitable. g

5.
Guernsey, op. eit., I, 68-69; Stokes, op. cit., V, 1469
Philadelphia Aurora, Oct. 28, 1808 oiting the New York Mercury Adv;
New York Gaz. end Gen. Adv., Oct. 19, 1808,

“"American State Papers, Class V, op. eit., I, 237,
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President Jefferson in s message to the House of Representatives

on fortifications, dated January 6, 1809, after first covering the
fortifications on Governor's Island, poee on to sav:

On Bedlow's Island, a mortar
battery, commanding all the enchoring
ground between Red hook and the
guarantine, and affording a proteetion
to Ellie's Island, has been com=
menced, and the front wall carried
up to the intended height.”

 President Jefferson's message continues on about the state of forti-
fications on Fllis Island end Castle Carden. The message then goes
on to describe City defences, In conformity with interest and unity,
the descoription of c.ity defence is honiith quoted:

Connected with the plan of de-
fence for the harbor and ecity of New
York, the United States have purchased
a house and yard in the rear of the
Cuetom House for the deposit and safe
keeping of heavy artillary, on travel-
ling carriages, and all kinds of
militery stores, except powder. Since
the purchase a brick wall of nine feet
in height has been erected round the
yard.

The United States have also ob-
tained, at about two miles distence
from the city, a site, containing
nearly two aeres, which has been en=
closed with a wall nine feet high,
and on which have been erected an
arsenal, laboratory and large powder
magasine, from whieh the smaller
deposits in the batteries can be
supplied with-ammunition.

At fag Farbour, on Long Island, a
small battery with a magagzine and bar-
rack, has been ordered to be erescted . + o
but from want of a sufficient number of
engineers to superintend the numerous

7'81:@1:», op. oit., V, 1600, quoting H. Y. Assembly Jour., 32nd

session, 44-40.
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~ works contemplated for the defence
of our ports and harbours, nothing
more has ‘een done than to survey
this harbour, and ulrt a proper
site for the battery. .

The construction appears to have dragged throughout 1809, for
on December 21, in a report to the House of Representatives, the
"enclosed indented works of masenry, calculated for forty puns" was

represented as "unfinished. vd

The following month, Colonel Jonathan Williams, in an annual
report of "New York Harbor Defences" to Covernor Tompkins, describes
most completely the state of the various fortifications there.

New York, January 19, 1810,
g8ir: T have reecived your Fxcellency's
favor of the 6th Inst. and in com-
pliance with your request, shall de-
scribe the present state of the de-
fence of this harbour.

1. The battery off lLaight and
Hubert Street is ready to recoive its
guns, and is cepable of mounting six-
teen guns of the heaviest metal,

2. Port Columbus on Governor's
Island is finished, and capable of
mounting ome hundred end four guns, of
which upwarde of fifty are already on
the ramparts. This is a regularly en~
closed work of masonry, with diteh,
counters carp, covertway and glacis,
capable of resisting a large siege.

3. Two tier platforms in the Castle
at west point of CGovernor's Island are
finished, each being capable of receiving
26 guns, on the lower platform, eleven
French 36 pounders, are alreedy mounted.
This lower tier may be ready for action
a8 soon as the guns are all mounted, but
it would not be advisable to mount the
second tier until the arches are dry,
unless compelled by the nececssity of

8 1bid., v, 1800,
Q'mrhn ftate Papers, Class V, 9. _g_g:_.. I, 248,




the occasion. The whole force of this
castle when completed may be stated at
100 Cuns, including the terrace on the
tﬁpo

4. At ¥1lis's island there are
eight 32 pounders, and the platform is
capable of mounting twenty.

6« At Bedlow's island the mortar
battery may be ready to receive eight
or ten mortars as soon as they can be
mounted, but the main work, which is
ealoulated to mount forty guns, is
about one half dome: it will be com-
pleted in the course of the next sum-
mer.

6. Also in the course of the next
summer the first tier of a castle off
the old Battery will be completed, and
mount thirty of the heaviest pileces.

7. There are in the arsenal, be-
tween State and Wall Streets, 24 pieces
of heavy artillary ready mounted on
travelling carriages.

For a description of the works at
the Narrows, I beg leave to refer to
the annexed copy of a letter I wrote
to the commissioners on fortifications
by their request. ;

Prom the foregoing, you will per-
ceive that the interior defence of this
harbour, in its present state, may
amount to one hundred and sixty guns,
or thereabouts, and when completed
will amount to three hundred and four
guns and ten mortars, exclusive of the
travelling piecess The delence at the
Narrowe as far as the works are ready,
or nearly so, would amount to one
hundred end nineteen guns, if they were
mounted. But the ultimmte defence, if
the plan were completed, might be made
equal to four hundred guns; that is,
two hundred on each side of the Narrows.

I beg leave to remark that there
are on Staten Island, two points which
seem pre-eminently for mertar batteries,
one of the north send one of the south-
ern extremity of the Narrows, and both
under complete command of Fort Tompkins.
The first would annoy ships at the
Quarsntine ground the lower bay on
the west bank, mi between the Nare
rows and Sandy F » and the other
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would probably prevent their lying
between Cravesend bay and the west
bank; the present season necessarily
suspends all operations of masenry,
excopt those of a preparatory kind,
but no time is lost that can be use~
fully employed, and I hope to pro-
oeed with rapidity at the opening of
the spring.

In the couuo of all my duties
in this harbour, it has been in the
highest degree satisfactory to know
that I have enjoyed the confidence of
your Fxcellency and the commiesioners,
and 7 beg you to believe that I en~-
tertain a grateful sense of your and
their very oblipging attention.

I have the honor to be, with the
greatest respect Your Fxoellenecy's
Host Obedient Servant.

Jonathan Williame,

His Excellency g:;rg:'m::;p:{ anénnn.

The completed Tortifications at New York are deseribed in a
Presidential report to Congress, dated January 17, 18l1. 1In it is
contained the following mromti_ion. Port Columbus, on Governor's
Island, consists of an enclosed work of masonry, comprehending four
bastions and a revelin, a brick magazine, brick barracks, and a fur-
nace for heating balls red hot. Castle Willleams consists of a for-
tress on a projecting point of Governor's Island, with a bombproof
covering and two stone magazines. There is another stone magazine
on that Telend, besides a brick arsenal, a wooden gun-honyo. and
wooden barracks. On Bedloe's Island is a star fort of masonry,
having & stone megazine, with barrackes of brick, and a brick arsenal.
On Ellis Islend, opposite Fort Col\ﬁbul, is a eiroular battery of

magsonry with barracks of stone and wood. At the southewestern ex-

Pu'blie of' Daniel D. Tompkins Covernor of Hew York 1807«
1817 wilitary T!Hi York, 1002), 11, 2y Stokes, op. oit., V,
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tremity of the City (Castle Garden) there is a eircular battery of
stone with 28 heavy oannon mounted, two magazines and cisterns, and
barrackse At the North Battery, about a mile up the Hudson, is a
semi-circular work of stone with a stone magazine and a furnace of
heating shot. Near the custom house (formerly the govermment house)
is a brick arsenal and a three-story brick magazine. Near the junetion
of the Harlem branch (Eestern Post Road) and the Bloomingdale branch .
of the Bowery Road is an arsenal, together with a magazine, a stone
and brick laboratory, snd enclosed with high nnc.u

The star fort of iiunry on Bedloe's Island was 'th\ll completed
in 1811, and thirty twenty-fours were mounted. > Alse, at this time
the stone magazine, which held two hundred barrels of powder, and a
brick arsenal were completed, and for a few years this fortification
was referred to as the "works on Bedlow's Island."'® (On November
8, 1814, New York's war Governor, Daniel D. Tompkins, named the fort,
"Fort Woed," in memory c'vf Eleazer D. Wood, & distinguished hero in
the Battle of Port Prie. %

It was Fleazer D. Wood's peculiar good fortune to be prominent in
every branch of his profession, whether as an eng ineer, making the
Miﬂg reconnaisence, or directing defences; as an artillarist, pur-
suing the flying foe to the Thames, or serving in the battery at
Chippewa &8s a paladin cavalier in the final rout of 'Proctor's
fugitives; or as the sccomplished infantry commander, leading the

eolumn and charging the besiegers at Fort Frie. Wood was graduated

::.&o &f- Corp. .._f_ cg!li'.'o (1888), 1&., 882~ 8583,
*New York Columbien, Deec. 19, 1811,

»if-mucn Etate Papers, Class V, op. eit., I, 309,

*N.Y. Columbian, op. _’_31-. Nove 11, 1814,
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from the Military Acsdeny at Weet Point in the class of 1806 and was
promoted & second lieutenant in the United States Corps of Fngineers.
The young lisutenant was undoubtedly familiar with the fort which
bears his name, for, until 1813, he was employed in constructing
fortifications for the defence of seaportss While first in battle,
he was also first in the estimation of those he so faithfully served.
In the fellowing dispatech to the War Department, Ceneral Harrison
recommended that Captain Wood be recognized for distinguished
gervices in the defence of Fort Meigs:
Captain Cratiot, of the Tngineers,

having been for a long time much in-

disposed, the task of fortifying the

post devolved upon Captain Wood. It

could not have been placed in better

hands. Permit to recommend him

to the President, and to assure you

that any mark of his approbation be-

stowed on Captain Wood would be high-

ly gratifying to the whole of the

troops witnessed his arduous ex-

ertions.
This recommendetion secured for Captain Wood the brevet of Major
"for distinguished services in the defence of Pwt.lolgl." General
Harrison also had only high praise for Wood's efficiency in the in-
vasion of Cenada. General Brown, his Commanding Officer, reported
his marked distinetion at Niagare, where his "high military talents
were exerted with great effect." Another officer, Brigadier-Ceneral
Gaines, said that "in the command of a regiment of infantry he has

proved himself well qualified, but never so conspioucusly as in the

16
"fhe Centennial of The United States Military Academy At Vest
Point, New York, 1802-1002 (Weshington, 1904), I, 693.




repulse of the British assault on Fort irie.” Porter, under whom

he led & column. in the sortie from Fort Irie, reported to Brown,

"you know how exalted an opinion I have always entertained of himg"

end his Cormending Ceneral, when Lieutenant-Colonel Wood was killed

in action, pronounced this truthful eulogy of his worth:

Wood, brave, gensrous, and enter-
prising, died as he had lived, without
8 feeling but for the henor of his
country and the glory of her arms.

His neme and example will live to guide
the soldier in the path of duty so
long 88 true heroism is held in estima-
tion.

On September 12, 1816, Major-Genmsral Jacodb Brown, then General-

ineChief, addressed the following letter to Brigedier-Ceneral Jeseph

@¢. fwift, Chief Fngineer of the Army:

I think it proper to express to
you, as Chief of the Corpe of Engineers,
the high sense I entertain of the
services of Colonel MoRee, Lieutenant-
Colonel Wood, Captain Douglass, end
Lieutenant Story, who served with my
division upon the Niagra in 1814,

They were all pgreatly distinguished,
but Coloncl McRee and Lieutenant-
Colonel Wood have particulaer elaims

. upon me for the cheerfulness and

ardor with whioh they have entered up-
on the execution of every enterprise,
having in view the long honor of my
command, snd for the zeal and talent
they uniformly displayed. Lieutenant~
Colonel Wood fell! The ocoasion and
the manner of his death secure to him
the patiot soldier's best reward-
pure and imperishable fame. To thie I
can add nothing; but, as a tribute of
ny respect for the hero and the man, I

16
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request you to cause a monument be
" erected at my expence to his memory.

Let it stand near the Military

Academy at West Point and, though it

can not elevate his name, it may

stimulete the eoldiers of his scheol

to die like him without a feeling

but for the honor of their gouutry

and the glory of her arms.
In Aaomplhnce with this request so honorable to General Erown, the
Chief 'ngineer had executed the white marble obelisk. This monument
wae first erected in the center of the genecral parade; later it was
moved to the knoll morth of the West Point Plain; and now it is near
the entrance of the cmctery.la .

During the peaceful years following the second contest with
Oreat Britain a Corps of Artillary was stationed at Fort Wood. It
can be uin. from a report entitled "Distributien of the Army of the
United States, showing the strength of pests and garrisons,” that the
argregate strength of the fort in 1817 was seventy~four men under the

commend of Captain &myu.“

The following year, however, three
hundrod and six men were stationed there with Licutomt-colonol
House the commanding officer. At that time the battery still mounted
twenty-four cannon. A corps of artillary and one company were
stationed t’haro.zo In 1819, from a statistical report on the "Numer-
ical strength-of the Army, Its Distribution, And Number of Oﬂﬁnco,”
it can be seen that a "Corps of artillary, 1 Company, 2d and 3d of
the 4th battalion" with an agpregate of three hundred and forty-five

men were distributed ameng the seven fonwhig fortifieations: Yort

"'Ibid.. I, 599, quoted from Cullum's Campaigns of the War of
1812 v

—"4:°1bu.. 1, 599.,
‘ Am. State _gon, Class V, op. cit., I, 671.
Ib“.. I. 'n.

20,7
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Golunbug, Castle Williams, Fort Lewis, Fort Wood, Fort Cibeon,
Castle Clinton, and Humbert buttary.n From 1820-1824 a small gar-
rison was stationed at Fort Wood, but no additional fortifications.
or repairs were made during the time.

An entertaining illustration of the sportive life at the f‘ort
may be visualized from a petition brought before the Common Coune il
of the City on February 19, 1821 by "sundry eitizens, employed as
. Oystermen,” complaining of the garrison of "United States Troops
stationed on Bedlow's Island," end stating that they ebstructed them
in the pursuit of their occupation, "by taking them out of their :
Boats, and even threatening to fire upen them if they followed thelr
oscupation nigh to said Island.” This complaint was referred to the
Police Cmittu."’ -

There was some discussion regarding the expediency of discarding
gome of tho smaller forts along the Aﬁlmtio scaboard about this time.
However it was judged politie by the Nineteonth Cangress to sapley
FPort Wood on Bedloe 'q jeland in New York Harbor as a useful appure
tensnce of the defence systems The problem of competently defending
the City hed again come to the rovernnent 's attention, and a com~
munication to the House of Representetives, dated April 12, 1826
from the Engineering Corps, on the subject of an augmentation of the
Corps of Engineers of the Army, read:

New York Narbour- The object of
the projected works of the vieinity of

New York are to cover the city against
en atteck by land or sea; to protect

21,
A az Ibi‘.. I. 817.

Min. of Cemm. Counc., op eit., XI, 604; Stokes, op. cit.,
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its numerous shipping; to prevent

as much as possible the blockade of
this great port, which will soon have,
added to the immense wealth of its own
rivers, the productions of the bound-
lese regions on the northern and west-
ern lakes; and to cover the interier
communication projected to unite the
Raritan with the Delaware. « « »

Of the permanent works hereto-
fore erected, Castle Clinton has al-
ready been ceded to the City. The
others should be maintained as con-
stituting a last barrier; as afford-
ing the convenient places of deposit
for stores and munitions of all kinds,
end of rendezvous for recruits, and
good positions for military hespitals.

A garrison of approximately thirty men and an assistent surgeen
were stationed on th Island. "It was fitted up” for the Commissioners
of Emigration "at a large expense," and occupied by them as "a temporary
hospital for the use of convalescent patients from the gquarentine,”
and a ward was o.lno' established "for the treatment of surgical end
similar cases which may be sent from thé City. 24 e quarentine
continued periodically for a number of years until the old star-
shaped mortary ceased to perform ite primary funoction and beocame the
base for the pedestal upon which stands the Statue of Liberty Enlight-
ening the Yorld.

By 1861 the garrison on the Island had bm‘onhrgod. In September
of that year, Mrs. Harriet St.John Simpson, wife of Dr. Josish Simp-
son, 7,S5,A., the Surgeon stationed on Bedloe's Island, wrote to a
friend giving a picture of their life on the island. It is interesting

enough te quote part of her letter:

2
s'mriou'&t-to Papers, Class V, op. eit., III, 2507f,

24+New York Ivening Post, Dec. 28, 1848; Stokes, op. oit., V,1814,




Dector is busy enough with the
Command so large as it is. Ve had
between £ifty and sixty men in the
hogpital. Some of thenm very ill and
has had a number of deaths. One man
was buried today. A men who used to
milk Mrs. Brown's cows. - We had taken
& good deal of interest in his case,
sent him down a number of things to
tempt his appetite, but it wes of ne
avail. Doctor has got inte his new
hospital. Indeed, he says he does
not know what he should have done if
it had not been ready for him, There
are now on the igland some 800 men,
if not more. The reamparts are half
covered with tents and still none
are sent off, I am getting tlrzg' ny=-
self seeing $o many men around,

A year later the fairly large gerrison of six hundred men on
Bedloe's Island had been oons iderably deereased according to Mrs.
Bimpeon. E£he writee againg

Dr. had a whole budget of news
for me. faid there was to be a move
ing of troope all around the harbor,
The depot is ordered over to Fort
Columbus (Oov, Island), the compenies
there go to Fort Hamilton and the
company at Port Hamilton comes here
to Bedloe's Island. I felt some
anxiety to know our destination, but
Doctor is net included in the order
and remains here. « . . The men have
already gone and the place looks quite
deserteds The Major's fanily are to
leave this morning and they have a
most dismal day for it. It is rein-
as hard as it can pour, but the
steanboat is now at the wharf waite
ing for them and they must not mind
the weather. . . . A8 & company is
only 50 men, Dootor says he can fold
his hands this winter. We both fesl

”'Euorpt fron letter dated fept. 23, 1851 end loanes by ¥rs.
Chas. We MoCutchen of Plainfield, N.J., daughter of Dr. and Nrs,.
Jos iah ab.m. UsBeA.
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this movement very mueh lessens our

chances of remaining here. They will

hardly keep an able~bodied man like

the Doctor here when some old man

not able to do mueh duty, will answer

Just as well. + + « However, they may

take it into their heads to let the

Doctor alone, 26

Until the outbreak of the Civil War the garrison on the Island

was rather limited in size. In regard to this, New York's Mayor
Ce Codfrey Gunther wrote to Seoretary of State William H, Seward
requesting that the part of Redloe's Island not emploved for publie
purpeses be set aside for the custody of passengers from abread
who had been exposed to communicable diseases. Kayor Gunther based
his request upon the fact that the government authorities were in

possession of a large portion of the Battery which ordimarily

eould be used for a quarantines The matter was referred to Brigadier-

General Richard Delaficld, Chief Engineer. He declared that such en
adjustment by the Corperation would seriously reduce the effective
operation of the Ordnance, Fospital, and Quartersaster's departments
on the Island., Therefore he held it injudioious to prent Mayor Gun-
ther's o.pplication."

During the Civil War the safety of New York was not gravely
menaceds Therefore Fort Viood was used for an ordnance deposit and
a reeruiting station, The property was pl;eed in charge of an ord-
nance sergeant, while the general hospital wes kept up and some ade

ditional wooden terracke erected. The Island was employed in this

::'Lottor dated Nov. 26, 1852 from the same coellection.
&

¥ew York Times, 80Pt- !9, 1864.







CHAPTIR IV
STATUE OF LIBFRTY, LATE NINTTIVNTH
AND RAELY TWENTIFTH CEETURY D'VILOPMINTS

The Statue of Liberty was the gift of the peeple of France te
the people of the United States and was intended to commemorate the
- firet hundred years of independence of the United States and the
alliance of the two ceuntries during the Revelutiomary peried.

Upen the dedicateory tablet installed in the pedestal upem which
the Statue stands, the French demers thus expressed the significance
of the Statue. "

A gift from the People of the .

Republic of France to the People of

the United States, this Statue of

Liberty Enlightening the World Com=

menorates the Alliance of the Twe

Netions in achieving the Independence

of the United States of Americe and

‘attosts their Abiding Priendship.

Auguste BHartheldi, Baulptorl In-

augurated Ooteober 28, 188¢.
It had been intended to present the Statue in 1876, during the
- Centennial Celebration of American Independence, but numerous delays
postponed the actual dedication for ten years. '

The idea of presenting te the United States s monument was bern
one evening in 1865, nearly one hundred years after the War of Inde-
pendence. Frederie Auguste Bartheldi, e young Alsstisn sculpter,
was dining at the home of Fdeuard de Labeulaye, a prefesser, pub-
lieist, and historian~ as well as outstandins Fremeh interpreter of

the American Government during the War of 1861-18656. Other guests,

1.
This plaque of bronze is on the scoond level in the pedestal
of the Statue. :
61
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: 2
eminent in pelitics and letters, were present.

The topic of conversation was international relations, especially
the relations between France and Italy. It was remarked that Italy
was not grateful for what Prance had done for her. 11; was even said
that it was impossible for gratitude to really exist among nations
and that it was more than likely that Prance could not count on the
United ftates to remember what had been dome for her in the past by
Pnnous

De Laboulaye, the father of the 14‘01 of the Statue of Liberty,
said that never had there been a tradition of friendship between Ttaly
and Prance and that although, in 1859, France had rcuorod Italy a
service, Italy felt that "Prance had repaid herself for it." He further
observed that this feot would make "the remembrance unpleasant to the

Ttelians."¥

He stated, however, that the case of the United States

was entirely different. Fer a long time there had \;oon a sympathetie
feeling between France and the United States, due perhaps to the

thoughts that they had in commen eof the struggles endured in the past.
'Had mot the Anericans and the Premch beth struggled fer independence?

Is it not well known that the results of the American "War for Independ-
ence” might have been far different, if it had not been for the aid
rendered the colonies by the French at the time? Who can ever forget

_ the assistance that Lalayette gave? De Laboulaye boll«;vod that lLafayette

wae henored in the United States as much as any American hero. "When

‘Prederio Auguste Bartholdi, The Status of Libe m:gtui_n_‘ |
1] ow

The Vorld Deseribed By The Seulptor Frederic Auguste
York: North American Review, , Published ;or The Benelit of The

Podugnl Pund), p. 12,
"ln York Daily Tribune, May 31, 1886,
*Ibid.
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hearts have beaten tﬁgcﬂur something alwaye i-.m. snong aitiul
as among individuals. "8

Although nations may not remember the troaties which made them
what they are, they gemerally remember the names and deeds of the
individuals who have helped them in their hour of need. The help
that France gave to America during the War of Independence, continued
de Laboulaye, could be attributed to a fraternity of feelings, & com~
munity of efforts and moﬂo‘u. Thus, he concluded, if & monument
were to be built in America as a memorial to their independense, he
should think it very matural if it were a comuon work of both aations.®

This conversation came back to Bartholdi's mind a long time
afterward, during the "ranco-Prussisn War of 1870. le had always
felt a sympathetic curiosity concerning America, and a lively desire
to know the oountry. When the war was over, Bartholdi could not
go to his native land, Alsace, which was shut against him by the
Germans; et Paris, the Commune was in power, and ecivil war was rag-
ing. WHe therefore decided to go to Versailles to see the friends
whom he had not seen for so many I-thl.?

He Tound himself again at the house of Mr. de Laboulaye, with
messieurs Lafayctte (son of the Marquis who served in Ameriea),
Henri Martin, Nemusat, Volowski, de Gasparin, and other distinguished
men, whose sympathies toward the United States were well kmown. They
talked again of American sentiment end of the diverse opinioms which
prevailed in America. Again de Laboulaye took up his views and

declared that, without any doubt, there would be at the hundredth

S,
S.IbMO

7 m.l"-. o Cite, 13-14.,
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anniversary of the independence of the United States a movement
patriotic and French in Amsrica. He teold Bartholdi te go te

see America and study it. Bartholdi was alse instructed, by

de laboulaye, to propose to their friends in America that & cemmen
work be made in remembrance of the ancient friendship of Frence
and the United States. It was, them, in these conviotions of

de laboulaye, that the germ of the monument of the French-American
Union was rcuu.'

Imbued with the thoughts of those eminent men, furnished with
their letters of roo;mndatiou,_ enjoying full authority teo express
himself, and stimulated by the thoughts of de Laboulaye and those
other eminent Frenchmen, Bartholdi departed for hofuu.

In the course of the voyage, Bartholdi rm some conceptions
of & plan of & monument, but he maintained that at the view of the
harbor of New York, the definite plan was first clear in his eyes.
He was conscious, when he first landed at New York, that he had
found the idea which his friends had heped for.®

Prederie Auguste Bartholdi was bu-i at Colmar in Alsace, France
on April 2, 1834. At first he studied painting umnder Ary SGhoftor.
but soon abandened it for sculpture under Soitoux's influence, work-
ing thereafter by preference on a colessal scale with architectural
cftoctl.lo

%hen Bartholdi was twenty years old he traveled in fHgypt and

8.

’ Ibsd.. 170
o Ibid., 18.

"partholdi, Frederie Auguste," The New International Fneyeclo-

paedia (Wew York, 1922), I, 719.
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studied Egyptian art. This had a very neticeable effeot upen his
taste for sculpture of the broad and decorative type. Bartheldi
made a seoond trip to fgypt in 1868. He was further impreased by
the ruins which he saw and much more reatly convinced by the prineiples
whioch were tﬁoro to be diuncnd.u

A% the outbreak of the Franco~Prussian War of 1870-1871, Dar-
theldi obtained a commission from the govermment to go to Colmar to
organize the Natiomal Ouard. After the completion of this assign-
ment he went te Tours and placed himself under the orders of the
Government of National Dcfmo.u

Although Bartholdi's name would have been known for the work
he had done prior to the Franco-Prussian War, he never would have .
attained the fame that he won had it not been for this event. The
woes of his country, and the loss of the eity of his birth influ-
enced him greatly. He was, from that time on, fired by a deep
feeling of mtimliu.u .
© After the war Bartholdi traveled to America, and both the sim
and result of this trip are well known. The story of Bartheldi's
life for many years.after this is the story of the bullding of the
Statue of Liberty, one of Bartholdi's best works and the ene by which
he wished to be remembered.

Another of his works, "The Lion of Belfort," is also a last-

ing monument to the fame of Bartheldi. This colessal lion, carved

n'hg!m Maria Hughes, "The French People give the Statue of
Liberty to the Americaens," The Statue of Liberty (ln York, 1987),
Part_I, pp. 66,67,

: *Ibid., 89,
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in the side of a mountain, recalls the gigantic strugrle where the

French held off the Prussisn asssult until the end of the Prance-

Prussian War. 14

Frederic An;ulfo Bartheldi died in Paris en ﬁhbur 4, 1904 of
tubereulosis.

Bartholdi's conception of the international memorial was accepted,
and in November 1875 the Pranco-American Union was formed to make
plans, secure funds, and ﬁroumﬁ the program. Fdouard de Labeulaye
was named President of the Uniom, and its Committee included thé most
notable names in Prance. The finished work of the entire monument
nﬁ to represent the joint efforts of the two nations. The French
people were to build the statue and transport it to the United States.
The American people were to build the pedestal on which it would stand.
In their first appeal, addressed to the public in 1875, the organiszers
and prometors of the Union stated:

Amerioa is going to celebrate
next year the one hundredth anniversary
of her independence. This date marks
an epoch in the histery of humanity;
to the New World, it recalls her work,
the establishment of a great Republie,
to France, one of the most huonhlo
pages of her history.

In concord with our friends of the
United States, we think it is a solemn
oceasion for France end America %o as-
sociate in a common manifestation. In
spite of the distance of time, the
United States likes to recall an ancient
fraternity in warfare; always in their
homes is the name of France honored.
The great event, which ought to be
celebrated om the Fourth of July, 1878,

14
u'm Master Plan, op. cit.
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permits us to celebrate with our
American brothers the old and strong
friendship which has united the two
peoples for a long time. '

The New World is preparing to give
to this fete an extreaordimary splendor;
some friends of the United States :
have thought that the geaius of France
ought to show itself in & brillisnt
forme A French artist has translated
this thought into a projsot worthy
-of his purpose and which has put hime
gelf in touch with our American
friends and preopared all the means
of execution.

The point in question is to raise,
in remembrence of the glorious an-
niversary, an exceptional monument,
in the middle of the harbor of New
York, on an island which belonps teo
the Union of States, opposite Long
Island where was shed the first bloed
for independence, a colossal statue
designed on space, framed on the
horison by the great American cities
of New York, Jersey City and Breoklyn,
would stend erect. On the thresheld
of this vast continent, full of a new
life, where all the ships of the
universe arrive; she will raise from
the bosem of the waves, she will re-
resent "Liberty Fnlightening the World."
At night a luminous hale will shine
afair in the immense sen.

This monument will be executed in
common by the twe peoples, assooiated
in this fraternal work, as they were
formerly in founding Independence.

We shall make a gift of the statue
to our friends in Americe; they will
unite with us to provide the cost of
the execution and of the erection of
the monument which will serve as a
pedestal. :

Ve will thus affirm, by an imperish-
able souvenir the friendship which the
bloodshed by our fathers had sealed in
days of your between the two nations.

Let us re-unite to celebrate this
fete of modern people; it is necessary
for us to be harmenious in order to



give to this manifestation the start
that it ought te have, to be worth
in the end of the pasts Let each
bring his mite, the smallest subserip-
tions will be well received. Let
the number of umtnn. express the
sentiments of "rance. :
The Fremch people responded imstamtemecusly, and Bartholdi was
able to start work en the statue almest immediately. Public fetes
and entertainments were piven to help raise funds. GCouned, the
famous composer, wrote & song to the statue which he presented at :
the Paris Opera. |
It was soon discovered that the statue wouldcost a great deal
more then had been anticipated. The final cost was approximately
$260,000, and it was not until July 1882 that the total was sube
soribede The Prench Government was not asked to aid in the comstructiom
of the statue; every penny was contributed by tho French pocplo.”
Word of the preposed statue had, of course, spread in Americe
even before the Fremce-Americen Uniom issued its sppeal for funds in
1876+ The citizens of this country, however, were reluctent to begim
constructing the pedestal until some material steps had been taken
toward the creation of the statue. ‘
The attitude of the American people may be explained in several
ways. In the first place, many doubted the earnestness of the French-
mens The story that the people of France intended to make so large

a gift as the colossal statue was received at first with incrodunty}'

16,
Hotice sur L'Union Franco-Americaine. Inauguration De L'ix~-

positien les Tote de la Loterie 'ranco Ameriomine., Disoours De W.d,
Bosorisn of Henri Mertin, semateurs (Paris, France, 1070)e
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lﬁnr. when it was learned that 200,000 francs had been subsoribed
by the Fremch peeple, sone eredence was given to the reported gift.
Even when the right hand of the Statue was sent te the Centennial
Exposition at Philadelphia in 1876, and later brought te New York,
where it was erected on a podnhi in Madison Square, some still

doubted that the rest of the Statue would follow. » The editor of

the New York Times, who was well known for his editorial ilnctiqo.

o:prouo'd himself in regard to the arrival of the remaining part of
tiu Statue, thus: "'Although' the arrival of the arm seemed to be a
satisfactory pledge that the rest of the Statue would soon follow

it, there were a few profound thinkers who held an opposite theory.
They argue that to begin the construction of a woman by making a
solitary arm was not the way in which any really able and ;anut
sculptor would go to work. WHad the Premch soulptor really intended te
complete the Statue of 'Liberty' he ionld have begun at its foundatioen,
modeling first the boot, ﬁhon the stocking, then the full leg in the
stooking."20 The editer of the New York Daily Tribune apparemtly

was more optimistie. He believed, so he said, that the Fremch people
had brought the work to such a stage that its success was assured;
and nothing meore than recognition of this fact was needed te secure

the cooperation of the mrum.vn

It was generally known that ﬁho
American people were to subseribe funds for the pedestal and the re-
ception of the Statue. Howewer, the people were reluctant to con-

tribute mn they were convineced that the Frenchmen fully intended

to complete the Statue. Bartholdi was quoted as sayins that if the

* "Ibid., Sept. 29, 1876,
20 5
2] 2bid Ibid.
*New York Daily rrn:uu Oot. 13, 1878,
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subsoription inoreased rapidly in America, he would push the work
vigerously to cempletien, but if the contributions were slow, he would
complete only the head for the Paris Fxpesition of 1870.” Such a
report only added to the skepticism of the Americans.

To add to this doubtful state of mind, the dismal report came
from France that work upon the Statue had been suspended because of
lack of fundss It was then reported that the people of Amerioce
would have to help complete the Statue while heretofore ovoryoho be=
lieved that the Statue was to be a gift to the people of the United
States. If the people contributed to the expenses of the comstruction
of the Statue, it would not be a gift. The editor of the New York
Times vehemently expressed himself in the following manner:

If we are to have the Statue,
we must subseribe at least 2,000,000
francs, besides finding oil for the
torch and & fat woman for the right
thumb naeil. ¥Ne true patriet can
countenance any such expenditure for
bronze females in the present state
of finances, and hence, unless the
Frenchmen change their minds and pay
for the Statue thanlnc we shall

_ have to do without it.

Bartholdi was reported to have said that two-thirds of the sum
required to finance the enterprise had been subscribed in France, snd
would be devoted to the Statue proper. The rest of the amount was to
be raised in Amerioca, and would be expended on the inside iron works

24
and on the pedestal. Nevertheless the people still believed that
they were expected to help pay for the Statue. As late as 1882 this

belief still lingered in the minds of uny."

22,
New York Evening Post, Dec. 4, 1876.
23egew York YG.‘-‘?“BT. ~' 20, 1876.
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Prom the outset other seotions of the country considered the
Statue a project of local concern, since it was to be located on an
island in the Harbor of New York. The feeling was that New York could
easily provide the required funds for so striking a gift as the highly
advertised Statue. That the celossal flgur; vas not given to New
York but to the country, and the alliance which it commemorates was
not with New York, but with the United Colonies, seems to have been
forgotten,

Even after the question of location was settled by the Government,
some still believed other sites than Bedloe's Island more desirable,
and during the campaigns for funds this became one of the many
reasons for refusing to contributo.“

V Should the Statue be erected, there was a doubt in the minds of
some as to how it would look. This doubt was caloulated te repel
even publie spirited capitalists who were on the lookout for safe
"aesthetic investments." This uncertainty had effect throughout in
delaying funds for the completion of the pedestal. It was said that
e number of New York millionaires refused to contribute funds for the
"Liberty Pedestal" on the basis of the idea that the Statue was mot a
work of .n.” This broad decorative type of werk of Bartholdi's was
considered an experiment by many. No work of art had been done thus
28

far in the Vest on such a large scale.

In certain religious circles the Statue was objected to on the

6e

27«
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basis that it was a survival of paganism.>’ It was reported that seme
religious organizations disapproved of a christian country being
represented figuratively at its chief poert of entry by a pagen divini-
ty. >
dess and Her Coming Idol" objected rather stromgly to the so-called

An article, in a Catholic periodical, entitled "Our Great God-

worship of "Libertas."S}

With as many misunderstandings dispelled as was possible, patriotie
Amoricans entered upon the enterprise of collecting funds to build
the pedestal. Accordingly, in 1876, a Committee was appointed by
the fanous Union League Club, with John Jay as its chairmen, for the
purpese of expediting the comstruction of the pedestal. This Come
nittee was completely unsuoccessful in its efforts and at the end of
the year had no material acoomplishment te report., On January 2,
1877, therefore, the American Committee for comstruction of the
Pedestal was formed. At first mumbering 114, the Committee grew te
& membership of more than 400 prominent men. William M. Fvaerte was
elected Chairman, Henry F. Spaulding, Treasurer, and Richard Butler,
Secretary.

It was calculated that $125,000 would cover the cost of con-
structing the pedestal and receiving the Statue, and an immediate
appeal was made for this amount. The coolness with which the appeal
was greoeted can be explained, in part, by the lack of public information
regarding the nature and purpose of the proposed Statues The publiecity

attained by the Committee was poor. Another obstacle faced by the

29, :
New York Werld, May 25, 1885,

30,
Augusta, CGa. Chroniecle, Oct. 30, 1886,
Slengur Great Geddess and Her cqi.;g Idel," American Catholie
Quarterly Review, V (Philadelphia, 1880), 593,
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Committee was the fact that the original estimate of the cost had
been entirely too low, and the total would not be less than $250,000.

From 1877-1881 little progress was made. The country at large
looked upon the project as a purely local enterprise. The majority
of the press was hostile, and the attitude taken by the people was
that they should not be called upon to fimamce the comstruction of
"New York's Lighthouse." This hostility of the press and attitude of
the American people may possibly seem to be the results of the Fremch
sympathies with the South during the Civil War period or the Fremch
intervention im Mexice. But after a careful perusal of available
sources it has been discovered that there is little evidence to sub-
stantiate such a supposition. This can be seen in the Pranco-American
reletionship during end after the Franco-Prussian War. When this
war between France and Prussia broke out, in July 1870, it was of-
fieially ennounced by the United States that she would remain
neutral. In the House of Representatives, when this declaration of
war was moﬁn«d. there was applause, apparently in favor of Pmnh.”
The American people still remembered that while the Germans sympathized
with the Union and took its bonds during the Civil War, the French
people had manifested no sympathy for the Union but had negotiated a .
loan to the lhboli. and the French Govermment had sent an expedition
inte Mexice which had been construed by the people as an uct'hntilo
to this countrys®® However, many who had been pro-German in July and

Auguet did not hesitate in September to welecome with emthusissm the

“'wuhimu n'ié! Glebe, July 17, 1870; Philadelphia North

..h..';'iggo July 186,

‘Flizabeth Brett White, American Opinion of France From
Lafayette to Poincare (New York, 1927), pe .
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French Republic and to warn the Prussians that Amerieans would mot
sympathize with the contimuance of war, mor with a peace whese terms
were too harsh. The news of the downfall of Napeleon and the estab-
lilhlt of the Republic was received with instant and warm enthusiasm
in this country.“ "Out of the huuiligti;n of a military defeat
France has now wrought a great political victory," said the New Yerk

Daily Tribume, "and we comgratulate her with all our hearts upen the

prospect of happiness and glery which opens before her. . + . We are
. rejoiced that America has been go prompt and se hearty in extending
the hand of fellowship to the New Republie. . . « There is no people
in whose welfare we have a warmer interest than in the people of
Prance. "S5
Impetus was given the pedestal fund collection movement in 1882
by the announcement from France that the last franc necessary for
econstruction of the statue had been collected and that the colessal -
figure would be completed in 1883. By January 1884, the American
c}mitt« had collected $125,000, most of which had come from New
York and the wealthy residents of that city. Centracts already emn-
t;rod inte, however, soon ate up the fund, and by January 1885 the
Committee found itself without a eent in its treasury and with very
11tt1e prespect of sbtaining meres ’

‘ Appeals were made to the people, to the New York Assembly, and
to Congress~ 2ll equally fruitless. It seemed that the most sincere

efforte could not raise the necessary funds. The prevailing sentiment

“.Ihido s Pe 187,

,g'n- York Daily Tribune, Sept. 12, 1870.
“The Story of the Statue of Liberty, ep. cit., 4.
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secmod to be that if the pedestal was crected it would be through the

ol Dull business in

gifte of one or more rich oittun'at New _Yu-k.
all branches of trade and industry was another @odhmt to the sue=
cess of the fund. There was the universal complaint of hard times
and unemployment. On March 12, 18856, treasurer Spaulding reported
that $182,000 had been subscribed; that all but §5,000 had been spent;
and that unless un; unforseen power assisted im raising the §100,000
still needed, the pedestal would have to be abandoned and the gonérouc
gift of the people of France returned to ite duou.u
Just when the outlook seemed darkest to the Americen Committee,
an efficient champion of the cause mppeared. Joseph Pulitzer became

owner and editeor of the New York World in 1883 and immediately under-

took to popularize the campaign for funds to comstruct the pedestal
for the Statue of Liberty. He endeavored to "nationalize" the pro-
Joot, po'nung out through his newspaper that the statue m a gi{t
to the whole American people and should be so considered.

Despite his ardent championship of the cause, his efforts te
arouse public interest and gencrosity were not too successful for
two years. During that time, however, his own prestige grew. He -
successfully backed the candidacy of Grover Cleveland for President
and became famous for hLis liberal point of view. The World becaue '
known as a people's paper.

Yeamwhile other eities displayed an interest in securing the

stetue., Philedelphia, Beston, San Francisco, and Chnhu of fered

37.
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to pay all the cost d'. the erection, if the statue were presented
to their particular oi',ty. A comnittee from Boston reportedly ap-
proached the Premch Comnittee. The Baltimere American printed a
story that the money for the pedestal could essily be secured inm
Baltimore, were the statue erected there.>? Minneapolis and other
eities displayed a similar interest.

Then, on March 16, 1886, the World remewed its pedestal fund
campaign ;n grim earnest. Throughout its columns Pulitzer continued
to storm at men of wealth who failed to finance pedestal comstruction
and at the same time oriticized the mass of citizens of lesser means
who had been content to depend upon the rich to do the Jobs MWe as-
ssiled the provincial attitude which witheld aseistance because the
statue was to ntaid in New York and called upon every citizen of the
country te assist in averting the shame of rejecting what he considered
the most generous gesture one mation had ever offered to another,
School children were appesled to, ud their comtributions appreciably
aided the fund. The ouynign took on the character of a popular
omado.‘o Benef it theatrical performences, sporting evens, enter-
tainments, and balls were sponsored. In April, word was received that
the statue was being packed for shipment to Awerica, and new impetus
was given to the drive. The press of many other cities rallied to
the cause. Contributions came from as far away as c;lif;omia. Colorade,

: : a
Floride, and Louisiana. On May 11, the Americen Committee, encouraged

33,
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by the Verld's moou-; ordered work resumed on the structure.
Thirty-eight of the 46 courses of masonry were yet to be built.

New enthusiasm was generated by the arrival of the statue at
Bedloe's Island on June 19, and by August 11, less than five menths
after it had launched its latest fund drive, the World wes able
to announce that the pedestal fund had been completed, and the plac~
ing of the Statue of Liberty on Bedloe's Island was auurod.“

As soon as Bartholdi's plan had been approved by the men whe
‘had sent him to America, he started working on the designs of the
statue. By the time the Franco-Americen Uniem was formed in 1875,
he had already made several small study models.

The mest difficult problems were involved in the mechanics of
constructions In solving them the sculptor had ne guide but his own
genius, for in all the known history of man no statue of such
colossal proportions had ever been undertaken. A material had te
be used which was light, casily worked, of good sppearance--and yet
which would stend the stress of a long ooo;n voyage and which would
be almost impervious to the effect of the salt-laden air of New
York Harbor. Copper was decided upon as the material, to be sup=
ported by a framework of iron and steel,

To get the form for the statue, énrtholdi built what is called
the study model, which in cast and re-cast, meassuring 1.265 meters,
or about 4 feet in height. Prom this model was reproduced s statue

having (holght of 2.85 meters. By this methed enother model four

42
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times as large as this was '»uw. giving the figure a lﬁight of
11 meters, or nearly 38 feet. 'rm model was corrected down to the
most minute detail. 'rhn'tho statue was divided into a large number
of seotions, each of which was to be represented four times its
size, and these reproductions, when jolned together, was destined
for the colossal statue in its completed form.

So gigentic was the completed woerk to be that only a comparative-
ly small portion could be worked on at a time. Section by section,
and course by course, the §8-foot model was enlarged to four times
its size. For each course of the emlarged statue model it was neces-
sary to take about 9,000 separate messurements. When a course was
‘finished, the carpenters took its form by means of boards, ocut te
profile shape, and joined together at right engles, thus fornming
what looked like pigeon holes.

On these molds, copper sheets, three-thirty seconds of &n inch
in thi.cknus, were then pressed and hammered into shape. More than
300 separate sheets of copper, each hand-hammered over an iadividuql
mold, went into the outside, or emvelope, of the statue, to form the
figure. V

The framework, too, is worthy of attention. It was doli@od
end exeouted by the great Frerich ugimr, gustave Eiffel, who
efterwards emﬁ-uetod the famous tower in Paris which bears his
name. Four huge iron posts run frem the base of the siutno to the
top, forming a pylon which bears the weight of the whole structures

Qut of this central tower is built s maze of smaller beams, each suP~
porting & series of outer copper sheets. Hach shest is backed by an
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PR S give it rigidity, and these S0 Dhiage 0e Puakhiad
to the supporting framework im such e way that each section is sup~
ported independently- se that ne plate ef copper hangs frem the one
above it or bears upon the one bo].o'o‘z.

In the completed ,tatm the left hend holds close to her heart
the Teblet of Law, bearing the date "July 4, 1776." The shackle,
which Liberty symbolically has broken, lies in front of her right
foot, the heel of which is raised as in walking. The shackle chain
disappears beneath the draperies and reappears in front of her left
foot, the end link modeled to appear broken.

In 1876, the completed rizht amm and torch were exhibited at
the Centenniel Expesition in Philgdolphiu and later at Madison squnn
Garden in New York City. To encourage the subseription of ﬁmd. in
Prance, the head and shoulders of the statue were placed on publie
exhibition in Paris. On July 4, 1864, Bartholdi presented the com-
pleted statue to Levi P. Morton, the United States Minister to
?rmc@.

By January 1885, the work of shipping the statue to America was
started. Fach piece of the statue was classified and marked so that
it could be reassembled on Bedloe's Island with sccuracy and efficiemeye
The pieces were packed into 214 specially comstructed cases which,
when filled, varied in weight from a few hundred pounds to several

tonge
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The French Gevermment lprlhd the vessel, the Isere, in which
to transport the statue to America. On May 21, 1885, the Isers left
Rouen and arrived at Samdy Hook, &t the entrance of New York Harbor,
on June 17. As the boat came up the Harbor it was escorted by the
North Atlantic squadron, the Dispatch, with the Secretary of the
Navy on board, leading. Tpo Mayor, with the Pedestal Committee, the
French consuls of New York and Chicago, and many guests, went out to
meet i1t, and numbers of excursion boats, crowded with passengers
followeds All the venloli in.tho Earbor were decorated with bunting
and with French end American flags. Selutes were fired from the forts
at the Narrows,- Fort Columbus, Castle William, and Fort Hlod.. The
Committee and the Fremeh representatives sang the "Marseillaise" and
"Hail Columbia." Then they cressed to the Battoiy and paraded through
crowded streets, gay with flags, and with roofs and windows filled
with onlookers, to the City Hall. Three regiments of the New York
State Guards led the procession, and delegations from various organ-
izations were in line. A banquet, im th; Governor's Room, in the City
Hall, followed, with speceches end compliments of the warmest. Fvarts
made a felicitous address, and he was followed by Gemeral Horace Portor.‘5
The Isere was do;ked at Bedloe's Islend June 19, after the title papers
to the statue had been tramsferred to Gemeral Stones |
October 28, 1886 was declared the day of inauguration and
dedication of the Statue of Liberty. The statue was pr.oontod.to

the United States by William M. Dvarts, and was mccepted by President

45.
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Grﬁcr CImhu.“ Anson Phelps £tokes, who sat on the platform

close to the speakers, wrote sbout the ocoasion:

Mr. Fvarts had got enly part way
along in his speech when the applause
was mistaken by an eminent Frenchman
present as the signal for him teo pull
the rope which unveiled the statue,
upon which all the steamers end steam-
tuge which were in attendance about
the island started their steam whistles,
and the crowds on board them cheered,

- making a din, which they kept up for
: : & long while. Mr. Fvarts, went right
on with his speech, and President
Cleveland, who presided appeared as if
giving striot attention to him, al-
though it was imposeible to hear what
the author was saying.

On February 22, 1877, Congress, at‘ﬂ'm suggestion of the President,
had authorized ground to be set mside for the erection of the statue
in New York Marbor and to provide for its reception and maintensnce.
The resolution reads:

Whereas the Président has communicated
to Congress the information that citizens
of the French Republic propose to com=
memorate the one hundred emniversary of
our Independence by ereceting at their
own cost a colossal brongze statue of
"Liberty Pmlightening the World," upen
2 pedestal of suitable propertion, teo
be built by private subseription, upon
one of the islends belonging to the
United States in the Harbor of New York.
Be It Resolved the Senate and
House of Representatives of the United
Statos of Amerioa in Congress Assembled,
That the President of the United States
be and he is hereby authorized and di-
rected to accept the Colossal Statue of
"Liberty Inlightening the World" when

6
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‘presented by eitizens of the French
Republic, and to designate and set
apart for the erection thereof a
suitable site upom either Governor's .
or Bedloe's Island, in the harber of
New York; and upon the completion
thereof shall cause the same to be
insugurated with such ceremonks ae
will serve to testify the gratitude
of our people for this expressive and
feliecitous memorial of the sympathy
of our sister republic; and he is
hereby suthoriszed to cause suitable
regulations to be made for its future
maintenance as a beacon, and for the
permanent care and preservation thereof
as a monument of art, and of the con-
tinual good will of the great nation
whic anuod in our struggle for free~
dom.

Ceneral ﬁ.?. Shermen was authorized to select the site and, according
to the wish of Bartholdi, he chose Dedloec's Iuhnd.“

o General Charles P. Stome, an Army engineer, wes appointed en-
gineer in chief by the American Committee. On April 18, 1883, ground
was broken for the foundation. This foundatiom, almost solid con-
erete, was completed May 17, 1884, and comstruction of the gramite
pedestal was immediately undertaken. |

Decause of the decision to build the pedestal upon the old fort,
the design recommended by Bartholdi had to be changed, im the interest
of architeotursl harmomy, strength, and economy. Granite from :
Leete's Island, Comnecticut, was selected by Richard M« Humt, architeet
of the pedestal, as material for the outer wall, te be backed by a

massive shalt of concrete. The cornerstone of the pedestal was laid

48.
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- with impressive Masonic ceremony on August §, 1884, by williem A..
Brodie, Grand Master of the Orand Lodge of New York State.

Work on the pedestal progressed rapidly until the fall of 1884,
when, with only 16 feet of the structure completed, work had teo be
stopped because the American Committee was reaching the end of its
financiel resources. With the selving of the financial problem in
1885, work was resumed, the builders then turning their attentiom
to a highly important engineering }probha—- how the statue would re-
sist wind pruuﬁn.

When the 29-foot level was reached in construction of the pedestal,
4 huge girders were built into the walls so that they formed e square
across the inside. Pifty-five feet higher, a few feet from the top
of the pedestal, similar girQon;c were placed, and the 2 sets were
connected by the iron tie-beams which comtinued om up and beceme part
of the pedestal, and any foree exerted upon it wes carried down to the
29-foot level, 8o that the great weight of the upper 60 feet of the
granite and conorete pedestal was added to that of the statue.

The pedestal itself is considered one of the heaviest pieces of
masonry ever built. It towers 89 feet above the foundation and is
#o anchored to it-- and in turn to the rock below the foundation--
that for a wlnd storm to overturn the statue, it would almost have
to invert the whole island. Oeneral Stonme evolved a method of anchorage
which would hold the statue solidly in place, and his careful caleu~
lations have been proved by the test of years.
 On April 22, 1886, the last stone on the pedestal was swung

inte place, and the Jubilant workmen showered into the mortar a cole



lection of silver coins from their poekoto._w

After the Franco-American Union publicized their plan, in 1875,
of‘prouaung Bartholdi 's Statue of Liberty to the people of the
United States, and after Bedloe's Island was chosen as the site for
the Stltuo; the military post on the Island was abandoned on April
20, 1877. Brevet-Colonel La Rhett L. Livingeton and his garrison,
numbering f'our hundred and thirty-two men, left th; Island, and the
-pﬂporty was put under the guard of a lieutenant and eight privates
from Fort 'Hnilta.n Two years later, in 1879, it was suggested
that Bedloe's Island be utilized as a base for a marine hoipiul.
Consequently, there was a debate concerning the wisdom of such a sug-
.gmhn, and a Congressional Committee was appdinted to investigate
the matter. This Comnittee, under the Chairmanship of Representative
Henderson, advocated that a marine-hospital be established on the
Island "during uu of puco."u

By 1883 everything "Il- in readiness for comstructing the pedestal
of the Statue of Liberty. General Stone began the excavations with-
in the olovaoi#d star-ghaped fort. He found that the walle of
the fort were "dishearteningly stout" and did not hesitate to pay
. .due tribute to the engineering skill of Colonel Knlhu.“ Thus the
stgtuo was erected on the firm foundation of the fort and the old
mortar battery, which had once filled an important position in the

defense plans of the harbor.
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In 1887 an acre of the north end of the Island was set aside
for a lighthouse reservation. The buildings and the land designated
for the reservation were placed under the authority of the Lighthouse
Board which operated the light in the torch. This action met with
the approval of both the Seoretary of War and Secretary of the
Treasury. By an Executive Order, dated December 30, 1901, however,
the President directed that the lighthouse reservation be placed
under the control and jurisdiection of the Department of War. This
brought the entire Island again under the War Dmrtunt.“

On November 11, 1901, by special order, a board of army officers
was sppointed to consider and report upon the location and distribution
of military posts which were required for the proper uolnid.thu.
instruction and training of a garrison, not including coast forti-
nﬁ;u.-, as organized under the act of Pebruary 2, 1901.° 1n
their report of February 4, 1904, this board recommended that the
militery reservation on Bedloe's Island be used as & permanent re-
eruiting station. - ’

In 1904, one Company of Signal Corps and a sub-depot for Signal
Corps material were established on the Island by the War Department.
The Signal Corps Company erected a redio station sbout 1905,

During the first World War the Island was used chiefly as a
Quartermaster's supply depot. Warehouses were erected, which were

later remodeled into officer's quarters. Temporary buildings were

** mited states Judge Advooate General's Department , (.A_%)
United States Military Reservations National Cemeteries amd M itary
Parks Title Jurisdiction Fto, (Washingten, 1916), 296-297

% Outline Desoription of Military Posts and Reservations in
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(Washingtonm, 1904). Bpecific Order, Ne. 281, fesdquarters of
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erected on the parade ground. 1In 1923, the Military Police of the
First Division relieved the Signal Corps, which still retained juris-
dietion over the radie l‘utiu.“

On October 15, 1924, the Statue of Liberty was declared, by
Presidential Proclamation, a national monument, the bounderies te
be set at the outer edge of the walls of old Fort Wood.

The War Department continued to administer the entire Island -
until August 9, 1933, when again by Pruidonthi Proclamation, the
Statue of Liberty National Monumemt was transfered from the War De~
partment to the Department of the Interior, te be administered by
the National Park Service. However, the army retained the rest of
the Islend as & military post.

On September 7, 1987, jurisdiction of the Island, in its en-
tirety, passed teo the National Park Service of the Department of the
Interior, after enother Presidential Proclemation declared the Army
Post ubuuonod."

Lighting the statue was a perplexing problem. However, the
original electrical system has been replaced several times by more
modern equipment. In 1916, from the Presidential yacht Mayflower,
which was anchored close to Bedloe's Island, President Woodrow
Wilson placed in operation the first adequate lighting system by
pressing & wireless key which transmitted an electrical impulse to
turn on the new floodlights. A total of two hundred and forty-six

projectors, utilizing 260-watt incendescent lamps, were located in

.
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the star points of the base of the monument and on roofs of small
buildings on the Island. Fifteen 500 candle-power gas-filled electrie
lamps were installed in the torch.

During 1951 & more modern system was installed, which imeluded
the electric tramsfommers, switch panels, autematic clock controls,
and a complete new floodlighting systems This installation econ-
sisted of 96- 1,000-watt incandescent lampes inclosed in cast bronze
floodlight projectors. Groups of 8 units were placed in each of 10
points of the lle-pointed star masonry base. A battery of 16 flood-
lights was placed in the eleventh point to heighten the nighttime
character of the face of the statue. A cluster of 13- 1,000-watt
incendescent lamps and one 250-watt incandescent lamp was placed in
the torchs This improved system uppnximoly doubled the lighting
of the pmioﬁn installation. |

To further intemsify the previous lighting, reveal the true
third dimensional ef'fect of the statue, eliminate undesirable
shadows and, in gemeral, "paimt" the statue with light, 16 high in-
tensity 400-watt mercury vapor lamps were added to the floodlight
enplacenents during 1945, Rxperiments with the toreh revealed that
mercury vapor lamps added brightness end & bluish-white color to
the flames The present floedlighting system consistes of 96« 1,000«
.utt incandescent lamps and 18- 400=watt mercury vapor lamps. |

In conjunetion with the lightlpc improvement pr'ojoot of 1916,
the toroch, which was originally copper, '\u‘s redesigned by using a
total of 600 separate pieces of various tinted yellow cathedral glass

to enhance and beautify the lighting effects. This work was executed



88

by Gutzon Borglum, well known for his colossal seulptures of the
likenesses of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Theodore
Roosevelt on t& granite face of the mountaine at Mount Rushmore
National Memorial. The torch is mow lighted by 10- 1,000-watt ine
candesoent lamps, 3- 200-watt incandescent lamps, and - 400-watt
mercury vapor lamps. The entire lighting 1.| equivalent to 2,500
times the effect of full nml'ight.“

Although provision was made for an elevator when the pedestal
woas constructed, the first one was instelled in 1908-1909, The

existing medern elevator was installed in 1&81.“

The National Park
Service plans to complete the installation of an entirely new elevator
car duri?g the summer of 1952,

In 1937, it was discovered that certain platforms and stair-
ways in the pedestal of the statue would have to be replaced. At
this time alsc engineers made a thorough inspection of the framework
and ‘uppor on the statue from the torch to the beams on which the
structure rests. The spikes were removed from the crown of the
head and rebuilt with new iron frames: Supporting ironwork was re-
placed where sections of it hed rusted, and rivets which had loosened
were removed and replaced by new ones. No change was made in the
spirel stairway in the lhtu..w

Another recent improvement to the monument was the owlotiu.
“in the fall of 1949, of the installation of a heating system in the
base of the statue. Prior to this improvement, during the winter

68,
Paul H. Younger, The Lights At The Statue of Liberty (New
ro'k.am).
*Letter to author from Otis Flevator Company, April 6, 1960,
60:statue of Liberty National Monumemt, op. oit., 8e
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the star points of the base of the monument and on roofs of small
buildings on the Islands Fifteen 500 candle~power gas-filled electrie
lamps were installed in the torch.

Dﬁriﬂ; 1931 a more modern system was installed, which included
the electric tramsformers, switch panels, autematic clock controls,
and s complete new floodlighting systems This installation con=
sisted of 96~ 1,000-watt incandescent lamps ineclosed in cast bronze
floodlight projectors. Groups of 8 units were placed in each of 10
points of the llepointed star masonry base. A battery of 16 flood-
lights was placed in the eleventh point to heighten the nighttime
character of the face of the statue. A cluster of 13- 1,000-watt
incandescent lamps and one 250-watt incandescent lamp was placed in
the torch. This improved system uppmely doubled the lighting
of the pmioﬁ. installation.

To further intensify the previous lighting, reveal the true
third dimensional ef'fect of the statue, eliminate undesirable
shadows and, in gemeral, "paimt" the statue with light, 16 high in-
tensity 400-watt mercury vaepor lamps were added to the floodlight
qhoﬁuntn during 1945, ¥Experiments with t§o torch revealed ﬁme
mercury vapor lamps added brightness end & bluish-white color to
the flame. The present floodlighting system consists of 96« 1,000~
'utt incandescent lamps and 18- 400-watt mercury vapor lamps. l

In conjunetion with the lighting improvement project of 1916,
the torech, which was originally copper, 'vn redesigned by using a
total of 600 separate pieces of various tinted yellow cathedral glass

to enhance and beautify the lighting effects. This work was executed
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by Gutzon Borglum, well known for his celossal seulptures of the
likenesses of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Theodore
Roosevelt on tﬁo grenite face of the mountains at Mount Rushmore
National Memorial. The torch is mow lighted by 10= 1,000-watt ine
candesoent lamps, 3~ 200-watt incendescent lamps, and 6~ 400-watt
mercury vapor lamps. The entire lighting i- equivalent to 2,500
tines the effect of full moonlight,"®

Although provision was made for an elevator when the pedestal
wos constructed, the first one was instelled in 1908-1909, The
existing medern elevator was installed in 1981.” The National Park
Service plans to complete the installation of an entirely new elevator
car lurig the summer of 1952,

In 1937, it was discovered that certain platforms and stair-
ways in the pedestal of the statue would have to be replaced. At
this time also engineers made a thorough inspection of the framework
and ’uppcr on the statue from the torech to the beams on which the
structure rests. The spikes were removed from the orown of the
head and rebuilt with new iron frames. Supporting ironwork was re-
placed where sections of it hed rusted, and rivets which had loosened
were removed and replaced by new ones. No change was made in the
spirel stairway in the lhtuo.w

Ancther recent improvement to the monument was the completion,
1! the fall of 1949, of the imstallation of a heating system in the

base of the statue. Prior to this improvement, during the winter
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'Pm)n He Younger, The Lights At The Statue of Liberty (New
York 945).
"%‘Mtor to author from Otis Elevator Company, April 6, 1980,
60:5tatue of Liberty Natiomal Monument, op. oit., 8.




monthe, the huge mass of stone, concrete, ahﬁ earth (estimated at
48,000 tons) bum ér»grﬁ,nivolj chilled and was at its ooldest
during March when the air outside became warmers The moist sir com-
ing off tﬁo water became condensed and saturated the walls. Conden-
sation of moisture imside the pedestal, which had ceused deterioration
bor' the -tmeeukzb'o end its fixtures, has bou; eliminated by the new »
heating system, which alse adds to the oomfort of &1.1:5:- and em-
pleyees. ) e

m;w' uid the elements of mturo have ooatribuied also to ime
prwing the phy.iul appearance of tho statu.. ~The former brilliant
eopper utorior has become umtod 'nith an nttnctive patina of light
green verdigris which not only protects the metal from tho’effedt of
wind and rain but also enhances the beauty and dign!.ﬁy of the statue.

In order that the statue may be presented in its fullest
significance, the lntioml Park Service has pnparod extens ive ylm-
for the dcvolopmnt of Bedloe's Illaud. ‘Part of these hprovcmnt-
Coalite unu,upm; the vhe)é Teland and providing a mere .ttmt;vo
@pronch to tho statue. The new boat landing now faces fﬁo New
Jersey instoad of the Manhattan side, so that the beat oan oircle-
thu Island in order to give tha vhltcr a better vicw of the -
statue from the hurbor. This will givo the statue an appearance
of rh'inygv from © wood-dj island, since all the buildings are to be
placed in the far background. Upon arriving at Bedloe's Island, thc

viaitor 1- able now to approach the statue over wue, tree~lined



ulka. puung thc new ndailinntim and rcfnuhlout huﬂdiaga
on the way to the old fort sally port. :

It is ba ﬂt‘clng circumstance that Bedloe's Island, with the
rich and .@m.m role it played in the histery of New York
Harbor, is able to provide a home for the Statue of Liberty. The
importance and gradual decrease of Bedloe's Island as a station
for defense has been poi#tod out. And now, due to the presence
of the Statue of Lib.rty, this littlo Island is larvi.ng a much more
significant purpua as a nationmal :hrine.

~ The Statue of Liborty National Monument marke the site of
no specific event or movement; it has no d'irect connection with
the cereer of any historie ponmgo; indeed it 1: only aynbulicaliy :
associated with the life history of tho Amr!om people. It is
ut a morhl to any man; it is rnthcr an effort on the part
of man hinulf to commemorate, through his creative uunm;
end inagination, certain supreme idesls of human relationship.
In & most profound sense, the Statue of Liberty Fnlightmhg, tht-’ 4
World is a ahrﬁu of! mrioin freedom.

Beyond the heavy doors, which is one of the entrances to
the base W the Statue, through the high walls of old Fort Wood,
and thrmgh what was originally one of the Fort 's tw uny ports,

is a hronu tnblot on which is insoribed a sonnet vh:lch was -ritten i

in 1883 for the Portrono of the Art Loan Collection, end it pro-
‘elains with deep feeling the symbolic significance of the monument.
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The lkw Colossus :

Not like the brazen plant of Greek fame,

‘With conquering limbs astride from land to hmlz
Here at our sea~washed, sunset gates shall ntnnd
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her neme
Mother of fIxiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows the world-wide welcomes; her mild oyu command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
"Keep ancient land, your storied pemp?" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shere.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

I lu‘t w lamp beside the goldon doort"
== Fmme Lazarus.
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