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7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Z>«»crt*c 6rff,ff» ifliof raotenife important on/wda* remoin« orf ertonO 

SlgBificance: Ste. Genevieve is one of the oldest surrlTlag Freach 
settloaents in Missouri and In Xm trans-Mississippi Vest. It is probably one 
of the fev plaeea in the liFp̂per Mississippi Valley iriiere any baildinga of the 
pre-Aaerlcan period have survived. 

It is laposslble -to detexsine lAen the first Jrmtlh settleaents vere 
aada in the vicinity of Ste. Genevieve. In 1713 the French had diacovered lead 
about 30 Kllea to the southvest and idned It by prloltlve Means. Frcm 1723-1744, 
Rtillppe Francois Renault operated tha alnea there on an extensive Bcade. ISie 
earliest known granta of land vere aade in 17̂ 2, vhen 27 inhlbitants ovned 
OpproxLaately three milea of Mlsalaslppl ALver frontage. A parish known aa the 
"Boste Se Saint Joachim" vaa organisad thera seven years later. Whea Louisiana 
vaa secretly tranaferred to Stpaln la 1*262, Ste. Genevieve becaae a part of the 
Spanish aq>lre. 

The town thrived uader the Spanish. When ""ptfln Philip PittMun 
vialted Ste. Genevieve in I766, he found 70 faallles there. 1772, it had 
a white population of 4o4 and 267 slaves. It had a profitable fur trade, a 
steady production of lead and ahipped grains, neat, honey, and lard -to Bev 
Orleans and St. Louia, which It surpassed in size. In 178̂ , floods forced 
the town to aove from the Mississippi River to the high valley four ailes 
distant i^ere It nov standa. 

For about fifty years, Ste. Genevieve thrived. It was the prlncipea 
seat of govenaunt for aany years. For soae tiae it was St. Louis' principal 
rival. (Gradually, ae St. Louis grew Ste. Ganevleve declined. 
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STATE NAME(S) OF SITE 

Missouri Ste. Qeaerleve 

Anong the noteworthy -risl-tors at Ste. Genevieve were Prince Faul, 
Duke of Vurttesd»erg (1822), King Otto of Greece (1830), MarlaHlan, Prince 
of Vied (1832), aad John Jaaee Audubon in I810. 

Roaaina: The population of Ste. Genevie-re la 193Q waa 3,992. Tbe 
noteworthy historic buildings in this old French town include the foUowing: 
(l) The Bolduc House, restored late iSth century residence of Louis Bolduc, 
prosperous lead alner, aerchaat aad planter of early Ste. Genevieve. This 
building waa reatored by the Matioaal Society of Colonial Saaea of Aaerlea 
and is operated aa a auaeua. (2) The MeiUeur House, also knovn aa the Old 
OcMvent, a two-story fraae s-tructnre which waa built aa a private dwelling 
ia 1815 for Rene Meilleur, son-ln-lav of Xouls Bolduc. (3) Jean Baptiste 
Valle House, a one and a half story Creole type of duelling which la claiaed 
to date froa 1785* Tm origiaal ownar was the Third Ooaaaadant of Ste. 
Geaevleve. It waa the "State House" of the terri-tory up to the tima af the 
LDuisiaaa Purchaae. (4) The Felix Valle Houae, erected betveea iBiB and 2B2k 
by Jacob Ihillipaon. (3) Senator Levis F. Ltnn House, aaid to have beea built 
about 1827* Unn served as U. S. Senator fron l83>l8it-3 and was identified 
with his fight for Oregoa Territory. (6) Jania-Ziegler House or old Green 
Trmm Ta-vera. Tbia building built prior to 1790 at one tiae served aa a tavem 
and inn. (7) Ste. Genevieve Acadaay, built in iBOJ, served as a school until 
the d-rll Var when it -was preaanently closed. (8) Tm Haviy Shav House, ma 
of -the oldeat structures in Ste. Genevieve. 
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Ste. Genevieve, MissouriLouis Bolduc House:
Louis Bolduc erected this home around 1875« Ike restored
building is now administered by the Colonial Dames. Front
elevation.
Photo by Mattison___________________ September, 1959.



St. Gemme—Amoureaux House. St. Oenevieve, Missouri fiPS photo 1967



'

Gfereen Tree Tavern (179p)j_ Janis-Zieglor House, St. Ge^evieye, Mo. NPS photo 1967



f.-'i.

TMs building, knovn as Meilleur House, is a two-story 
frame structure, built about 1815 by Rene Meilleur, son- 
in-law of Louis Bolduc, as a private dwelling. In 1837, 
five sisters of loretta opened this building as a school 
•which they conducted at that place until 18^*8. Camera 
pointing to the northvest.

Photo by Mattison 
September 1959



The Senator Lewis F. "M»» House, Merchant Street West of 
Second Street, Ste. Genevieve. This house, a two-story 
white frame structure set at the edge of the sidewalk, was 
built by Dr. Tjnn in 1827, three years before he became 
senator. It is typical of many New England types of 
structures built by the first American settlers in Ste. 
Genevieve. Camera pointing to the northwest.

Photo by Mattison 
September 1959



Mammy Shaw House at the corner of Second and Merchant 
Streets. This building purportedly erected about l885> 
is one of the oldest structures in Ste. Genevieve. It is 
nov used as a restaurant. Camera pointing to the south- 
vest.

Photo by Mattison 
September 1959



Portion of the louisiana Academy Building on northwest 
corner of Fifth and Washington Streets, Ste. Genevieve. 
This structure is a portion of a 2^ story stone building 
completed about l8lO. Camera pointing to the south.

Photo by Mattison 
September, 1959



The Janis-Ziegler House, known as the Green Tree Tavern, at 
2kk St. Mary's Route, Ste. Genevieve. This building has 
played an important part in Missouri history. It was built 
prior to 1790 *>y a Francois Janis for use as a tavern and 
inn. It now serves as a private residence. Camera point 
ing to the northwest.

Photo by Mattison 
September, 1959



w

J. B. Valle House, located at the corner of Main and Market 
Streets, Ste. Genevieve. This residence of Gene Baptiste 
Valle, Ehird Commandant of Ste. Genevieve, was built in 
1782 and was the "State House" for all inhabitants of the 
territory up to the time of the Louisiana Purchase. 
Camera pointing to the west-northwest.

Photo by Mattison 
September, 1959
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