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(Check One) (Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Authentically and completely restored French colonial house showing
both French Canadian and Car_ibbean influences. Built ca. 1737

on the site in its present size and form with a later enclosure

of part of the galerie for a kitchen., Rectangular structure,

18 x 82 feet overall dimensions including galerie. Construction
classified as poteaux-sur-solle or post on a sill. (Vertical oak
timbers resting on stone sills form the upright walls.) Interstices
filled with clay and hand~-chopped straw. OSteep hipped roof covers
the main block of the house, with the lower pitched roof of the
galerie completely surrounding the hipped roof of the house.

Exterior and interior walls covered with whitewash as they were
originally.

Main entrance asymmetrically placed on facade, giving access to a
broad hallway passing between the two interior rooms to the rear
entrance opposite. The northern (smaller) room is the chambre.
The larger room is the combination living-dining area, the

salle de milieu. A steep stairway connects the central hallway
with the large attic-storage space under the roof. In this attic
the Norman truss and all roof and floor rafters are eprsed.
Restoration includes handmade lights in the casement windows and
authentic period furnishings throughout, most of which were pur-
chased in Quebec, Canada.

A number of Ste. Genevieve structures originally constructed at
the old Ste. Genevieve site on the flood plain of the lMississippi
River southeast of the present town, were moved totally or in part
to the new site after the great flood of 1785. Evidence of reuse
of timbers in the Bolduc house indicates that it may have been one
of the structures from the original settlement.

Originally the kitchen was located in the yard behind the house

on a portion of the property that was sold in 1815, The northwest corner

of the galerie was enclosed to house a new kitchen ahout the time
of the property sale. The restored kitchen is within the galerie.

About 18L6 the house was Americanized by Joseph N, Amoureux, a
merchant. In later years the house suffered neglect. The generous
space of the interior rooms was subdivided. Advanced deterioration
had set in by 199 when the Colonial Dames acquired the house.

The restoration includes the surrounding yard, much reduced from its
original size, outbuildings (smokehouse “and well house) and the re-
planting of the garden copying designs published in La Nouvelle
Maison Rustique of 1755, known to have been familiar to colonial
builders. The property is enclosed by an approximately 7' high
palisade of cedar posts.

House and grounds were restored in 1956-1957.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewants, Etc.)

This house is primarily significant as a superb example of a
once-prevalent building method in French Colonial America and
as a cultural document of life in the French colonial era in
the upper and lower "Louisiana Country'.

No historic persons or events of outstanding nature are known

to have been associated with the house. (Dr. Ernest A, Connally
in interview with Walter E, Orthwein in newspaper article, St.
Iouis Globe-Democrat, May L, 1958, p. 1 F.)

Louis Bolduc (173,-1815) a prosperous farmer and miner, was an
early owner of the house.

The building was one of the first fully researched and executed
restoration projects in Missouri. It was the first French colonial
house in the Mississippi Valley to be restored to its original

form, As there was no extant original or restored example to

serve as a guideline, the restoration work was the result of
scrupulous research. The building was thoroughly inspected to
provide clues which might determine the proper course of restoration.

The restoration (1956-1957) was supervised by Dr. Ernest A, Connally,
then associate professor of architecture at the University of
Illinois, presently Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic
reservation, National Park Service, Washington D.C.; and Mr.
Charles Van Ravenswaay, then director of the Missouri Historical
Society, St. Louis, presently director of the Henry Francis DuPont
Winterthur Museum, at Wilmington, Delaware; and Mr., Charles Nagel,
then director of the City Art Museum, St. Louis, presently director
of the National Portrait Gallery, Washington D.C.
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Bolduc House, Ste. Genevieve, STE. GENEVIZVE COUNTY MISSOURI Sept. 5, 1966 L
exposed by Mary P. (McCue) Holmes personal collection
View from southeast "
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DI TION, ETC. . = » - ‘ . .
Looking northwest, view includes southeast corner of the

building. Entrance gateway and facade to right, endwall
at left.
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»
3 ELEPHONE CABLE ADDRESS
296-7500 NATGEOSOC, WASHINGTON

National Geographic Magazine

WASHINGTON,D.C. 20036

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

February 25, 1970

Mr. Joseph Watterson

Chief, Division of Historical
Architecture

Office of Archeology and Historical
Preservation

National Park Service

801 - 19th Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Watterson:

I am enclosing identification prints and information forms
on the four pictures of Ste. Genevieve about which I called you.

We would be so grateful if you could add any information
that might prove helpful to our legend writer.

If this is indeed the Bolduc house, have changes been made
since 1967, the date of Gregory Franzwa's book, The Story of
0ld Ste. Genevieve? I'm thinking especially of the fence, which
is different from the picket type shown on page 101l; and the
boxwood garden (page 103) which seems to have disappeared in our
photo.

Since these will be used in our book on the Lewis and Clark
Expedition to point up the French Colonial way of life, whatever
is shown that might have been in existence at that time (1803)
would be especially pertinent.

Thanks so much for your assistance--and that of Dr. Connally.

Cordially,

( \g @,wa S

Geraldine Linder
GL:st

Enclosures
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Ernest:

I've answered this query as well as T can, but it must go to our Boldue
House expert! ~

Flease check my comments, correct, and sdd to. If you can comment on
the m::ishings, i.t. might add interest. :
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To Miss Linder:

It is indeed the Louis Bolduc House at Ste. Geneviéve.
To our knowledge, no changes have been made since 1967. AN

Your photograph shows the rear of the house. <Photographs showing a

picket, or—-sapling; type fence show the street 'rront.) 4 &MMA,‘,:. '
ent Avpanatte At oy anol /}(nm./ A ;mm’uu, et o
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iz 1ikely-that-the. majority-of ‘s._he furnishings shown within the

house are the type that would have been in existence in 1803. (CUMM“) {
A s L/bu eth ass (4 4 /Qﬁé,luulmh__ sl st Caltr —thom (&03
*"Lkuf asre 4wttt cthe ’v;n’n.iu{g,{y(b auct tyfe )

I would suggest you get a copy of the new National Register of
Historic Places, 1969. It can be obtained for $5.25 from the Sup-

intendent of Documents, GPO, Bmz Catalog No. I 29.T76:1969.
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Photo 239-F26

(Ernest -- This much be the kitchen, for the fireplace is so equipped,

and it is in the corner, whereas the photos show both chimneys of the

main house centered on the ridge. Also, the ceiling is unplastered. )

Comments, please!
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cc:

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HHA

JWatterson:lr 3/5/70

P4
March 5, 1970 Q\Q

H30-HHA

Miss Geraldine Linderx
Special Publications Division

Nationel Geographic Magazine
‘Wasﬁington, g. C. 20036

Deaxr Miss Linder:

This {s indeed the Louis Bolduc House at Ste. Genevi2ve; nc changes

have been made to it since 1967. Your photograph shows the rear of

the house. {(Photographs showing a2 picket type fence show the street
front.) A channel fence separates the yard from the garden, which
combines ornamentals, including box, and vegetables, herbs, and an
orchard, The reconstituted garden, on a necessarily reduced scale,
contains only plant meterials mentioned in early 19th-century travellers'
accounts of Ste. Genevidve. The furnishings shown in the house are the
type that would have been in existence in 1803 -~ although some pieces
are folk survivals and date later, they are still the closest style and

type.

The Chief of thés Office, Dr. Brnest Allen Connally, did the research
and supervised the restoration of the Bolduc House in 1956-57. Mr.
Franzwa got his information on the house from Dr. Connally, whose
material has not yet been published. The Bolduc<Le Meilleur House
next door was also restored (1967) from Dr. Connally's research and
restoration plang, but the work was largely carried out after he came
to Washington., Dxr., Payne would doubtless be interested to learn of
Dr. Connally's association with the Bolduc House and his continued
interest in it. He would be glad to furnish any further information.
Incidentally, the Louis Bolduc House is among those approved by the
Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic 8ites, Buildings and
Monuments, for eligibility for National Historic Landmark status now
awaiting Secretary Hickel's approval.

I have filled in information on your caption sheets attached to the
photographs. I hope all is clear and satisfactory. If there is
anything further we can do, please don't hesitate to call on us.

Sincerely yours,
:SGP} JYoseph Watterson

Jogeph Watterson, FAIA
Chief, Division of Historic Architecture

Enclosures
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Er, Jogeph Jazger, Jr.

- Directior, Micsouri Stote Pari Board
P.O. Box 176 |
120h Jefferson Bullding
Jefferson City, ldssouri 65101

Degr Mr. Joeszy:
We wish 10 inform you thsh the properties indicated on the
encloscd forms hove been eddad to the Nxtional Replstews of
Historie Plzces.

Sincerely yours,
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Y
Jerry L. Rogers
hsplstont Keeper of the
"Hationsl Reglster
cc: .
Reglonal Director, Midwest Region-w/c encl.
7 -w/c encl.

‘HR First Missouri State Cspitol Buildings
S R King's Hill Archaeological -Site
JEdwards:je Lilec Hill

Renner Village Archaeological Site

Louis Bolduc House
Mareamec Iron Works District
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