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7 D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t [ 3 Good • F a i r • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q R u i n s Q U n e x p o s e d | | 

I N T E G R I T Y 
( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d • 

CChecfc One) 

M o v e d • O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Authen t i ca l ly and coiTpletely restored French c o l o n i a l house showing 
both French Canadian and Car^-bbean inf luences . B u i l t ca . 178? 
on the s i t e i n i t s present s ize and form with a l a t e r enclosure 
of part of the ga le r i e f o r a k i tchen . Rectangular s t ructure , 
h3 X 82 fee t o v e r a l l dimensions including ga l e r i e . Construction 
c l a s s i f i e d as poteaux-sur-sol le or post on a s i l l . ( V e r t i c a l oak 
timbers res t ing on stone s i l l s form the upright w a l l s . ) Inters t ices 
f i l l e d wi th c l a y and hand^chopped straw. Steep hipped roof covers 
the main block of the house, wi th the lower pitched roof of the 
ga le r ie completely surrounding the hipped roof of the house. 

Exter ior and i n t e r i o r wal ls covered with whitewash as they were 
o r i g i n a l l y . 

ifein entrance asymmetrically placed on facade, g iv ing access to a 
broad hallvjay passing between the two i n t e r i o r rooms to the rear 
entrance opposite. The northern ( s m l l e r ) room i s the chambre. 
The larger room i s tlie combination l i v i n g - d i n i n g area, the 
s a l l e de m i l i e u . A steep stain-xay connects the cent ra l hallway 
x>rith the large a t t ic-s torage space under the roof . In th i s a t t i c 
the Norm ân truss and a l l roof and f l o o r r a f t e r s are exposed. 
Restorat ion includes handmade l i g h t s i n the casement windows and 
authentic period furn ish ings throughout, most of which were pur­
chased i n Quebec, Canada. 

A number of Ste . Genevieve structures o r i g i n a l l y constructed at 
the o ld Ste . Genevieve s i t e on the f l o o d p l a i n of the I l i s s i s s i p p i 
River southeast of the present torm, were moved t o t a l l y or i n part 
to the new s i t e a f t e r the great f l o o d of 178>. Evidence of reuse 
of timbers i n the Bolduc house indicates that i t majr have been one 
of the structures from the o r i g i n a l settlement. 

O r i g i n a l l y the k i tchen was located i n the yard behind the house 
on a por t ion of the property that was so ld i n l 3 l 5 . Tlie northwest cornelr 
of the ga le r ie was enclosed to house a new kitchen n.'-'O'-t tlie time 
of the property sa l e . The restored ki tchen i.-: vdthin the g a l e r i e . 

About ISI46 the house was Americanized by Joseph iJ. Amoureux, a 
merchant. In l a t e r years the house suffered neglect. The generous 
space of the i n t e r i o r rooms was subdivided. Advanced de ter iora t ion 
had set i n by I9I49 when the Co lon ia l Dames acquired the house. 

The res tora t ion includes the surrounding yard, much reduced from i t s 
o r i g i n a l s i z e , outbuildings (smokehouse and w e l l house) and the r e ­
p lan t ing of the garden copying designs published i n La Nouvelle 
I'kison Rustique of 1755j known to have been f a m i l i a r to c o l o n i a l 
bu i lde r s . The property i s enclosed by an approximately 7' high 
palisade of cedar posts . 

House and grounds were restored i n 1956-19^7. 
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CONDITION 
(Check _One) 

Excellent ~ Good O Fair O Deteriorated O Ruins O Unexposed 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered ~ Unaltered D 
(Check One) 

Moved O Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Authentically and completely restored French colonial house showing 
both French Canadian and Car,:)bbean influences. Built ca. 1787 
on the site in its present size and form with a later enclosure 
of part of the galerie for a kitchen. Rectangular structure, 
h8 x 82 feet overall dimensions including galerie. Construction 
classified as poteaux-sur-solle or post on a sill. (Vertical oak 
timbers resting on stone sills form the upright walls.) Interstices 
filled with clay and hand,-chopped straw. Steep hipped roof covers 
the main block of the house, with the lower pitched roof of the 
galerie completely surrounding the hipped roof of the house. 

Exterior and interior walls covered with whitewash as they were 
originally. 

Main entrance asymmetrically placed on facade, giving access to a 
broad hallway passing between the two interior rooms to the rear 
entrance opposite. The northern (smaller) room is the charnbre. 
The larger room is the combination living-dining area, the 
salle de milieu. A steep stairway connects the central hallway 
with the large attic-storage space under the roof. In \this attic 
the Norman truss and all roof and floor rafters are exposed. 
Restoration includes handmade lights in the casement w:L,dows and 
authentic period furnishings throughout, most of which were pur­
chased in Quebec, Canada. 

A number of Ste. Genevieve structures originally constructed at 
the old Ste. Genevieve site on the flood plain of the Hississippi 
River southeast of the present town, were moved totally or in part 
to the new site after the great flood of 1785. Evidence of reuse 
of timbers in the Bolduc house indicates that it may have been one 
of the structures from the original settlement. 

Originally the kitchen was located in the yard behind the house 
on a portion of the property that was sold in 1815. The northwest corn 
of the galerie was enclosed to house a new kitchen bout the time 
of the property sale. The restored kitchen is within ~he galerie. 

About 18h6 the house was Americanized by Joseph rl. Amoureux, a 
merchant. In later years the house suffered neglect. The generous 
space of the interior rooms was subdivided. Advanced deterioration 
had set in by 1949 when the Colonial Dames acquired the house. 

The restoration includes the surrounding yard, much reduced from its 
original size, outbuildings (smokehouse and well house) and the re­
planting of the garden copying designs published in La Nouvelle 
Maison Rustique of 1755, known to have been familiar to colonial 
builderS:-The property is enclosed by an approximately 7' high 
palisade of cedar posts. 

House and grounds were restored in 1956-1957. 
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js. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n 16th Cen tu ry Q 

15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry • 

18th C e n t u r y [ 3 

19th Cen tu ry • 

20th Cen tu ry • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E f C / i e c * O n e or M o r e a s Appropr/afe.) 

A b o r i g ino l E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l • Urban P l a n n i n g • 
Preh i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­ Other (Specity) 

H i s t o r i c • Industry • l osophy • A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Agr i cu Iture • Invent ion • S c i e n c e • 
Art • L a n d s c a p e Scu lp tu re • 
Commerce • A r c h i tecture S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i an • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mi l i to ry • T h e a t e r • 

M u s i c • . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evonts, Etc.) 

This house i s p r ima r i l y s i g n i f i c a n t as a superb exanple of a 
once-prevalent bu i ld ing method i n French Colon ia l America and 
as a c u l t u r a l document of l i f e i n the French c o l o n i a l era i n 
the upper and lo\>rer "Louisiana Country". 

No h i s t o r i c persons or events of outstanding nature are knoiin 
to have been associated wi th the house. (Dr. Ernest A, Connally 
i n interview with Walter E. Orthwein i n newspaper a r t i c l e , S t . 
Louis Globe-Democrat, May h , 1958, p . I F . ) 

Louis Bolduc (173I4-I815) a prosperous farmer and miner, was an 
ear ly owner of the house. 

The bu i ld ing was one of the f i r s t f u l l y researched and executed 
res tora t ion projects i n Missour i . I t was the f i r s t French c o l o n i a l 
house i n the M i s s i s s i p p i V a l l e y to be restored to i t s o r i g i n a l 
form. As there was no extant o r i g i n a l or restored exanple to 
serve as a guide l ine , the res tora t ion work was the resu l t of 
scrupulous research. The bui ld ing was thoroughly inspected to 
provide clues which might determine the proper course of res tora t ion . 

The res tora t ion (1956-1957) was S'jpervised by Dr. Ernest A. Connally, 
then associate professor of architecture at the Univers i ty of 
I l l i n o i s , present ly Chief , Of f i ce of ilrcheology and H i s t o r i c 
Preservation, Nat ional Park Service , Washington D . C ; and Mr, 
Charles Van Ravenswaay, then d i rec tor of the Ifi.ssouri H i s t o r i c a l 
Society, S t . Louis , present ly d i rec tor of the Henry Francis DuPont 
Winterthur Museum, at V/ilmington, Delaware; and f-Ir. Charles Nagel, 
then d i rec tor of the C i t y Ar t Museum, S t . Louis, presently d i rec tor 
of the National P o r t r a i t Ga l l e ry , V/ashington D.C. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th Century O 
15th Century O 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATE(s> (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One OT More as Appro.priate) 

Aboriginal Education □ 
Prehistoric □ Engineering □ 
Historic □ Industry □ 

Agriculture □ Invention □ 
Art □ Landscape 

Commerce □ Architecture txl 
Communications □ Literature □ 
Conservation □ Military □ 

Music □ 

18th Century IXJ 
19th Century 0 

Political □ 
Religion/Phi-

losophy □ 
Science □ 
Sculpture □ 
Social/Human-

i tori on □ 
Theater □ 
Transportation □ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, E',t•JntS, Etc.) 

20th Century 0 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

A:rcbj tectm:e 

This house is primarily significant as a superb example of a 
once-prevalent building method in French Colonial America and 
as a cultural document of life in the French colonial era in 
the upper and lower ''Louisiana Country 1

• 

No historic persons or events of outstanding nature are known 
to have been associated with the house. (Dr. Ernest A. Connally 
in interview with Walter E. Orthwein in newspaper article, St. 
I.ouis Globe-Democrat, Ms.y w, 1958, p. 1 F.) 

Louis Bolduc (173w-1815) a prosperous farmer and miner, was an 
early owner of the house. 

□ 

Kl 

The building was one of the first fully researched and executed 
restoration projects in Missouri. It was the first French colonial 
house in the Mississippi Valley to be restored to its orieinal 
form. As there was no extant original or restored example to 
serve as a guideline, the restoration work was the result of 
scrupulous research. The building was thoroughly inspected to 
provide clues which might determine the proper course of restoration. 

The restoration (1956-1957) was supervised by Dr. Ernest A. Connally, 
then associate professor of architecture at the University of 
Illinois, presently Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation, National Park Service, Washington D.C.; and Mr:-. 

Charles Van Ravenswaay, then director of the I'1i.ssouri Historical 
ociety, St. I.ouis, presently director of t.11.e Henry Francis DuPont 
interthur Museum, at Wilmington, Delaware; and Mr. Charles Nagel, 

then director of the City Art Museum, St. I.ouis, presently director 
of the National Portrait Gallery, Washington D.C. 



9. MAJOR B IBL IOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Connally, Ernest A . , U . S . Nat ional Park Service , 'Tne Bolduc House, 
Ste , Genevieve," paper read before the annual meeting. 
Society of Arch i t ec tu ra l H i s to r i ans , S t . Louis , ffissoviri, 
January, 1968. Abstract published i n the Journal of the 
Socie ty of Arch i t ec tu r a l His tor ians October, 1968, v o l . 
A ^ l , No. 3, p . l S O . 

Orthwein, Walter E , , newspaoer a r t i c l e , S t . Louis Globe-Democrat, 
May l l , 1958, p . 1 F . 

State H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty of ffissouri's H i s t o r i c Si tes F i l e s , r e f . 
Ste . Genevieve County. 

110. G E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s Seconds 

37 ° 53 • hli • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s Seconds 

90 ° 02 • 36 " 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y ; 

CO 
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M. P a t r i c i a Holmes. Rssfiarch ArcnlT.°ct.nr?i.1 K-is t r i r ian 
ORGANIZATION H l s t o r i c a l Survey and r l a n n i n g O f f i c e  

Mi.q.qouri S t a t e Park Board iferch 28, 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: T-, ^ -in £. 

P.O. Box 176 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

' forHnn C i t y 
12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R CERTIF ICA I ION, 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Lawf 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Seiyice. The recommended 

level of s igni f icance^f this/nokmination is : 

National 1 

1 1 

-\StatL H Loca l • 

Name 

Joss fger, . A * 

Tit le ri-

Board , and Iflif 
Missn f t r i S t a t e Park 

; o u r i S' 

Date im 
bate Lia i son 

O f f i c e r 

;ouri 65101 
N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R V E R I F I G A T I O N 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Arclieology and Historic Preservafym 

Date 
f\pp 1 P "ncq 

A T T E S T : 

Date 

Keeper of The National Register 

73 

n 

Connally, Ernest A., U.S. National Park Service, "T'ne Bolduc House, 
Ste. Genevieve, 11 paper read before the annual meeting, 
Society of Architectural Historians, St. Louis, Missouri, 
January, 1968. Abstract published in the Journal of the 
Society of Architectural Historians October, 1968, vol. 
XXVII, No. 3, p. 220. 

Orthwein, Walter E., newspaper article, St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 
May 4, 19.5 8, p. 1 F. 

State Historical Society of Missouri's Historic Sites Files, ref. 
Ste. Genevieve County. 

fl. 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

Q LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES t,)O , J-r~ 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY '(" (A, 

t----,------------,----------l Rt------~o_F_L_E_s_s_T~H 7A_~N--=-9~N~~-A_c_R_E ______ -+ 
CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 37 ° SB • 90 ° 02' 36 " 
NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW Q 0 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLA.PPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME AND TITLE: 

ORGANIZATION State Historical Survey and ?lanning Office DATE 

March 28, 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER: P.O. 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Se vice. The recommended 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

Title 

Board, 

of this n 

Local D 

Date ___ A_P_R_1_f!._~_n_~_9 _____ _ 
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Bolduc House, Ste. Genevieve, STE. GEI-:SVI3VE COUNT~' HISSOURI Sept. 5, 1966 
exDosed by Mary P. (Mccue) Holmes nersonal collection 
View from southeast 
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2 9 6 - 7 5 0 0 N A T G E O S O C , WASHINGTON 
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S P E C I A L P U B L I C A T I O N S D I V I S I O N 

February 25, I97O 

Mr. Joseph Watterson 
Chief, Division of Historical 

Architecture 
Office of Archeology and Historical 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
801 - 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watterson: 

I am enclosing identification prints and infonnation forms 
on the four pictures of Ste. Genevieve about which I called you. 

We would be so grateful i f you could add any information 
that might prove helpful to our legend writer. 

If this is indeed the Bolduc house, have changes been made 
since I9675 the date of Gregory Franzwa's book. The Story of 
Old Ste. Genevieve? I'm thinking especially of the fence, which 
is different from the picket type shown on page 101; and the 
boxwood garden (page IO3) which seems to have disappeared in our 
photo. 

Since these w i l l be used in ovtx book on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition to point up the French Colonial way of l i f e , whatever 
is shown that might have been in existence at that time (1803) 
would be especially pertinent. 

Thanks so much for your assistance—and that of Dr. Connally. 

C o r d i a l l y , 

) 

Geraldine Linder 

GL:st 

Enclosures j 

, 
J" ELl::PHONE 

296-7500 

N atinnal iengrap4ir Jmlaga?!ine 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS DIVISION 

CABLE ADDRESS 

NATGEOSOC, WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1970 

Mr. Joseph Watterson 
Chief, Division of Historical 

Architecture 
Office of Archeology and Historical 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
801 - 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watterson: 

I am enclosing identification prints and information forms 
on the four pictures of Ste. Genevieve about which I called you. 

We would be so grateful if you could add any information 
that might prove helpful to our legend writer. 

If this is indeed the Bolduc house, have changes been made 
since 1967, the date of Gregory Franzwa's book, The Story of 
Old Ste. Genevieve? I'm thinking especially of the fence, which 
is different from the picket type shown on page 101; and the 
boxwood garden (page 103) which seems to have disappeared in our 
·photo. 

Since these will be used in our book on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition to point up the French Colonial way of life, whatever 
is shown that might have been in existence at that time (1803) 
would be es·peci~lly pertinent. 

Thanks so much for your assistance--and that of Dr. Connally. 

Cordially, \\ _ 

CND,~~~ 
Ger~~e Linder 

GL:st 

Enclosures 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI< 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

FOLLOW-OP SLIP 
!>ate --~2S4/.Ji:2:r.17-'-/ .... 7~0 ___ _ 

I've answered this query as well as I can, but it nrust go to our Bal.due 
House expert! 

Pl.ease check my comments, correct, and add to. If you can comment on 
the turn:isl:dngs, it might add interest. 

C,/t,. f'l . !J I 
(?' (~ } ,t__ ,I 

J-, 

NOT TO BE FlLQD 
~ ~P•~~-..;.·__. ... ·_._J_oe_w_a_t_t_e_r_s_o_n_~_-....;:_·_'_l._c"_'•_.,;:__ __ : __ 



To Miss Linder: 

It i s indeed the Lovds Bolduc House at Ste. Genevieve. 

To our knowledge, no changes have been made since I96T. 

Your photograph shows the rear of the house. (^Photographs showing a 

picket, -or aaplinc^ type fence show the street front, j 6^ eS^AilUt'^ C-^ 

The boATOOd gay'̂ en " — ^ " ^ ^ / t - ^ u o ^ O M d cM«^ <Si>NdJ-«>£"1. . r l A x L 

Pte-irs-aikely that the mfljmri.ty of the fumishings shown within the 

house are the type that^would have been in existence in I803. 
<^ UyuLi_ -y6'^Af»<L- o^i- i^^^efC^^'AAuLxlxuxfu (io^c c^icic ̂ <cio- -d>^fl/^ / i ^3 , 

I woxild suggest you get a copy of the new National Register of 

Historic Places, I969. I t can be obtained for $5-25 from the Sup-

Intendent of Docviments, GPO, SBK Catalog No. I 29.76:1969. 

7^ IAT (wktjKjti)MJ, 

To Miss Linder: 

It is indeed the Louis Bolduc House at Ste. Genevi~ve. 

To our knowledge, no changes have been made since 1967. 

Your photograph shows the rear o-f the house. (Photographs showing a 

picket, ~ sapling, type :fence show the street front.) d.__ ~L 

~ ~fl1.fl.tLiff ~ ~~ '1-~cl f4_' W..- _,::(;/,u.., Jacl~ ~!,_, 
~ &.A»,._(JM)_ ('.11...1--;.. A , .....¼.. w. ◊t • 3-- / Cl,(.,._ oL __,,.µ !Je.1:-,r u~ 
'!'he boxw~od garden • ? ~ 

1 
a.Md__ ~ ~ c(. . ~ 

~ ~• ~ 1 °~ tv ~~f :--- t:WJ.J tL /4( ~ 1 ~ ~ 
-fJa»±-_w..tJ.Zl~.JJJtL ~f1.dtt\.lrl- ,,.(M... ... u~ .,,.w._,.,vr.1,AJ._1/.-e. 77r('IAJJIA- ~t-f4 "-I 4-'u, .4f. 

I:t- is likely taat tbe roaJorHy ~ ihe furnishings shown within the 
z._. 

house are the type that would have been in existence in 1803. (a.1,t~?i 
.4 tvu_. ''f • t:fL Q...,t-..L y~ ,(..; l,U ... (_~.;,A.MI'(... OOt1L do::-{L ,,,f((),&- ..-{.Al(l_p.. I~ r,3 / 

-~a_µ_~ 'Ju.. ~-.r•t~f ~(J,, a»rl-:6Jfa-) 

I would suggest you get a copy of the new National Register of 

Historic Places, 1969. It can be obtained for $5 .25 from the Sup­

intendent of Documents, GPO, bE Catalog No. I 29.76:1969. 

MA '7iJ.~ ~ ~ 

~ .,,AN £TAJ l L ~ .D-
y_, 'I- l;..01-%- ~ j t,.J Jr, 

(.J ~ 61-I g ..2. I I .::I.. f-
~ 6--7l cl .,.M.a) c,u , ...--A tJJu a.i.JJ '-(µ_w-, ___.AJ.-0_ ?i; 1 ~ C. 1 MA- 19 G ~ 

~udm f- $ ~..__,)I.J_J.cµe-0 6.A>-d ~ ~,,_ t!--t, AtiJJ -f lttK,A . 

.:UJJ.. 1A.,(_ L "t.M - ('t! It (,1f- C6a:A.,,UJ (l L ~ a.f 11.r- ~ ~ 4.M.v,.____ 

7tJ '111-!,ll • 9 UMJ. 



Photo 239-F26 

(Emest This much be the kitchen, for the fireplace i s so eqiaipped, 

and i t i s i n the comer, whereas the photos show both chimneys of the 

main house centered on the ridge. Also, the ceiling i s xmplastered.) 

Comments, please I 

,i ̂  .^^IUA^ OA^k. C-p^m^L. iuJU. ^.t,M^.) ^ ^ l ^ t u 

Photo 239-F26 

This much be the kitchen, -ror the fireplace is so equipped, (Ernest --

and it is in the corner, whereas the photos show both chimneys of the 

t d the ridge Also the ceiling is unplastered.) ma.in house cen ere on • , 

comments, please! 
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March 5, 1970 
H30-HHA 

Miea Geraldine Linder 
Special Publications Division 
Ne tiona.l Geo&raphic Magazine 

-w'aahington, . e. 'zooJ& -... 

Dear Mies Linder: 

this ia indeed the Louis Bolduc House at Ste. GenevUve. no changes 
have been made to it since 1967. Your photograph shows the rear of 
the house. (Photographs ehowing a picket type fence ahow the street 
front.) A c~l fence separates the yard from the garden, which 
combines ornamentala 1 including box, and vegetables, herbe, and an 
orchard. The reconstituted garden, on a necessarily reduced scale, 
contains only plant materials mentioned in early 19th-century travellers' 
accounts of Ste. Genevi~e. The furnishings shown in the house are the 
type that would have been in exiatence in 1803 -- although some pieces 
are folk survivals and date later, they are still the closest style and 
type. 

The Chief of thts Office, Dr. lrneat Allen Connally, did the research 
and supervised the restoration of the Bolduc House in 1956-57. Mr. 
Franzwa got his information on the house from Dr. Connally, whose 
material has not yet been published. The Bolduc-Le Meilleur House 
next door was also restored (1967) frOlll Dr. Connally's research and 
restoration plana, but the work was largely carried out after he came 
to Washington. Dr. Payne would doubtless be intereeted to learn of 
Dr. Connally's asaociation with the Bolduc Rouse and his continued 
interest in it. Re would be glad to furnish any further information. 
Incidentally, the Louis Bolduc House is among those approved by the 
Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and 
Monuments, for eligibility for National Historic Landmark •tatus now 
awaiting Secretary Hickel •s approval. 

I have filled in information on your caption sheets attached to the 
photographs. t hope all ia clear and satisfactory. If there iB 
anything further we can do, please don't hesitate to call on us . 

Sincerely yours. 

;SGDJ Joseph Watterson 

Joseph Watterson, FAIA 
Chief, Division of Historic Architecture 

Enclosures 



Î jr* Joccrii. Jaeser, ,rr. 
Diroctoj', I-Iicscuri Stcte Pm-k Boara 
P.O. Box 176 
12.Qk Je-fi-oreoa Bitildins 
JefTersoa City, Jlisscrarl 65101 

Ve viBli to infora you that the properties iadiccftea ca tho 

enclosed fores have besa eda^d to tlio Eafcionta Begistor of 

Historic Pieces. 
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Jerry L. Ro -̂srs 

• UatiGtsfd EoglBter 
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First Missouri State Capitol Buildings 
- King's H i l l Archaeological-Site 
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Remxer Village Archaeological Site 
Louis Bolduc House 
Maramec Iron Works District 

!~. Jo,scph. J&:5er, Jr. 
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J.err., L.. Rogel"S 
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First Missouri State Capitol Buildings 
King's Hill ArchaeologicaJ.-Site 
Lilac Hill 
Renner Vill~e Archaeological Site 
Louis Bolduc House 
Maramec Iron Works District 
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