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Project Narrative 

 

Project Summary 
 

This Historic Structure Treatment Report (HSTR) is a statement of the preservation work completed by 

personnel of the National Park Service (NPS), Historic Preservation Training Center (HPTC) in March and 

April 2023 at Jean Baptiste Vallé House, located at Sainte (abbreviated to Ste.) Geneviève National 

Historic Site in Ste. Geneviève, Missouri. The HSTR includes weekly field reports, correspondence, and 

project photographs.  

 

Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park was established in 2020 as the 422nd unit of the National Park 

System and includes part of the Ste. Genevieve Historic District in the city of Ste. Genevieve, Missouri. 

Located along the Mississippi River, the present city was established in 1785 and replaced a circa 1750 

French colonial town built three miles south that was destroyed by flooding. Some of the current surviving 

historical structures in Ste. Genevieve were relocated from the original mid-eighteenth century townsite. 

The flooded town had served as a center for French Louisiana; the second, rebuilt city passed from Spanish 

to French and finally American ownership with the Louisiana Purchase in 1804. 

 

Today, Ste. Genevieve includes several examples of early French and Spanish colonial architecture. These 

include the Jean Baptiste Vallé House, built in 1794 for the Vallé family who were civil and military 

leaders in Ste. Genevieve and the surrounding territory. Commandant Jean Baptiste Vallé oversaw the 

transition of the region from French to American in 1804 and owned the house until his death in 1849. 

 

Project Identification 
 

PMIS Number: 326449 

Project Title:  Replace Porch Decking at Jean Baptiste Vallé House 

Project Location: Sainte Geneviève National Historic Site 

 

Names and Location Data 
 

Structure Name: Jean Baptiste Vallé House 

Park: Ste. Geneviève National Historic Site 

Structures’ County: Sainte Geneviève 

Structures’ State: Missouri 

NPS Region: Midwest 

 

FMSS Location Number: 254109 

FMSS Parent Work Order Number: 25949148 
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Project History 
 

September 2022:   Scoping Trip 

February 17, 2023:  Final Project Agreement signed 

March 31, 2023:   Pre-construction Meeting 

April 3, 2023:   Project Start 

April 26, 2023:   Final Inspection Meeting 

April 27, 2023:   Project Complete 

 

Project Description  

The Jean Baptiste Vallé (JBV) House is a one-and-a-half story timber framed structure built circa 1794 

with traditional French poteaux-sur-solle (post-on-sill) construction. The house was extensively modified 

and modernized in the nineteenth century by the LaGrave family, who added an English-style roof and 

entry hall. The house originally included a full wrap-around porch; however, portions of the porch were 

closed off in the late nineteenth century to allow for the construction of a modern kitchen and plumbing 

system. The current porch has been previously modified and decked with modern tongue-and-groove 

flooring. The building is open to visitors through year-round ranger-led tours, with access to the house 

provided by two stairs connected to the front and rear porches. 

In Fiscal Year 2023, Sainte Geneviève National Historic Site contacted the HPTC Midwest Regional 

Support Team to provide necessary maintenance to the Jean Baptiste Vallé House porches and exterior 

stairs. The objective of the preservation project was to replace deteriorated decking, stairs, trim, and 

subflooring to enhance visitor experience and ensure visitor and staff safety. The project scope of work 

follows the Final Project Agreement, signed February 17, 2023: 

 

• Replace Front (East) Porch Decking 

• Replace Decking on Rear (West) Porch 

• Repair Three (3) Sets of Stairs 

 

Section 106 Compliance 
 

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Section 106 compliance was completed and obtained by 

the Park prior to the start of any site work by HPTC personnel. Section 106 review determined there would 

be “no adverse effect” by the completion of this project. All work was performed in compliance with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 

Summary of Work 

The HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team completed the following tasks at the Jean Baptiste Vallé 

House from March 29, 2023, to April 27, 2023: 

 

• Mobilization, lumber and dumpster delivery, and site prep. 

• Work completed on front and rear porch: 

o Demolition of decking and removal to dumpster. 

o Removed existing trim components for later reinstallation and repairs as needed. 

o Structural repairs to rotted subflooring including epoxy repairs and replacement as needed. 
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o Installed tar paper/felt base; cut, staged, and installed new porch flooring. 

o For each porch column, lifted with jacks and shoring; repaired column base and lowered 

load back on deck once flooring replaced.  

o Installed quarter round trim as needed.  

o Sanded and finished decking.  

• Stairs removed and new stringers cut; installed new stringers, treads, and risers. 

• Anti-slip material installed on two sets of stairs. 

• Front porch stair rail adjusted for new stairs. 

• All replacement/repaired porch elements prepped and painted including trim, rails, and columns. 

• Site clean-up and demobilization, final inspection tour.  

 

Project Participants 

 

NPS Project Supervisor:  Jim Teague, Supervisory Exhibits Specialist 

    HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team 

 

NPS Project Leader:   Jim Teague, Supervisory Exhibits Specialist 

    HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team 

 

    Henry McGuire, Preservationist (Alternate Leader) 

    HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team 

 

HSTR Author:   Emelia Lehmann, Historical Architect 

HPTC Architecture Section 

 

STGE Support Staff:  Christopher Collins, Superintendent 

Andrew Newman-Johnson, Facility Manager 
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Project Accounting 

 
 

PROJECT: 

 

 

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 

 

AUTHORIZED AMOUNT: 

Replace Decking on Porch 

(PMIS 326449) 

PH.P0326449A.00.1 $168,182.70 
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Selected Photographs 

 
Figure 1: Cleaning and prepping old decking 

for replacement 

 
 

Figure 2: Lifting and shoring porch columns 

and repairing column base. New decking 

installed underneath.  

 

 

Figure 3: Cutting and staging replacement 

decking materials. 

  

Figure 4 : Installing replacement decking 

materials on porch. 
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Figure 5: Replacement decking partially 

installed. 

 
 

Figure 6: Removing deteriorated stair treads. 

 

 
Figure 7: Replacing stair stringing, treads, and 

risers.  

 
Figure 8: Painting reinstalled trim and 

replacement/repaired areas.  
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Project Agreement 

 
Final Project Agreement between Ste. Geneviève National Historic Site and the National Park Service 

(NPS), Historic Preservation Training Center (HPTC). Issued January 2023, signed February 17, 2023. 
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Compliance 

 
• Assessment of Actions Having an Effect on Historic Properties. “Replace Porch Decking at JBV 

House.” February 6, 2023.  

• Environmental Screen Form (ESF). “Replace Porch Decking at JBV House.” February 6, 2023. 

• Categorial Exclusion Documentation Form (CE Form). “Replace Porch Decking at JBV House.” 

February 6, 2023. 

• “Basic Information Form, Replace Porch Decking at JBV House.” Updated February 8, 2023. 
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Correspondence 

 
• Josh Glashauckas (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team). Memo to Superintendent, Sainte Genevieve 

National Historic Site.  “Transmittal of Final Project Agreement.” February 17, 2023. 

• Jim Teague (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team). Memo to Superintendent, Sainte Genevieve 

National Historic Site.  “Pre-construction Meeting.” March 29, 2023. 

• “Preconstruction Meeting Agenda.” March 31, 2023.  

• Jim Teague (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team). Memo to Superintendent, Sainte Genevieve 

National Historic Site.  “Final Inspection Meeting Notice.” April 24, 2023. 

• “Project Closing Meeting Agenda.” April 26, 2023. 
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Weekly Reports 

 
• Jim Teague (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team Project Leader). “Weekly Field Report #1.” April 3, 

2023 – April 7, 2023. 

• Jim Teague (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team Project Leader). “Weekly Field Report #2.” April 

10, 2023 – April 14, 2023. 

• Jim Teague (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team Project Leader). “Weekly Field Report #3.” April 

17, 2023 – April 21, 2023. 

• Jim Teague (HPTC Midwest Regional Support Team Project Leader). “Weekly Field Report #4.” April 

24, 2023 – April 27, 2023. 
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Safety 

 
• “Replace Porch Decking at JBV House, Safety Plan.” Signed February 1, 2023.  
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