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Lo<:a.tion. About l~ miles southeast of tas .An:i.m.e.e, Colorado. 

OW.Uersbi,p. P.rivate owne:i:-sbip. It is unde:rstood that tlle 

State iistorieal Soeiety of eo1or$&> plans to acquire this site. 

Si@if'ieance: :Boggsville, Colors.do is the site of the first 

successfu.l exgarim.ents in irrigation 1n Colorado and perbaps ea.at of 

the Rocky Meunta.ins. It -.s at Boggsville in 1867 that !b.omas o. Bosse, 

ifobn W. ~qprs, Ro)>ert Bent J\lld severf4 others eon_st:ru(l.ted a . •even 
:1·, .. ·,;·,. . I · , ,·. ., 

,,, , e eatl$l~~,~-~w#~:as. th~ ~l?~ti;,,.ilit~_. .·O. .. the ~~~o~, a b~f.llcll of 
.~Arkan.~· ~~i;'~;,~ ,canal ~i-1ied .some 1,000 a~~~~ oll,:~·;t~~ farms 
. ·,- .. :\~ .. ~e·· ·,- .,,.:, 

ot Bow ,1,,:;J>'.rowi!fs d Jent. Th~ eX.Pelf!~t proved a stt~eess. Boggs'·: 

··~ccee~d.:±:~ s~lling mu: .. of his cr9_ps~;-.prod,ttee ~~.live*11toajc to the•' 
»:> .• ., ·t·i. . ·'.-~>,":~., ~;7\~ ~-~/~:·_ ·:,._ Y'~· '. ,;:; 

nearby 1.F~a.l'fi lq<'n· est•J>1$.saed a.t it~. ' p.-ei ·~t loca,~!on in 1867. 
> ,···,. ' : '•' .' ~ . ;:. ', ~-: ,-

' · '~~" ..... Jtu. Only t~ .Sitlptf1ea.n't. s~tut"P."t ·~tma.in) \. :'. .. '.0;;;if . . . . ' ;· ' . ,,·'.·· :'"- .: 
in Bogpv1151i'~ · One of these is the adobe home of~ l&i~· Boggs<.· 

which was built in 1866. It e.ppears to have undergone f'ewa.ltel'ations. 

fb.e second building is a. section of' e. two•story hQU.Se of 24 :rooms, which 

belonged to John w. b'owe:rs, who was a. prominent cattleman, businessman 

~politician in Eastern Col~ado. 

;-'-- :; ~" _.:- l. 

{'. >'!,;• +~ ' , Reference~ • C. lti>, j~~d, Jogsvi.lle, CJra.tne of the Colore.ckl 
.. 9tt1-e <m~ {n.p., 1957) · 

'•:.;•,• ' . I,,; 



Tbamas o. Boggs house erected in the early l.86o•s at the 
tovn of Boggsv1lle, Col.ore.&>. It was bere tbat Boggs and others 
made their first successful eJ;periments in irrigation in Colorado. 

Photo by Mattison 
October 1957 



A portion ot the John Prowers home, built 1n the ~'e at 
~ggsville, Colorado. This structure 1~ built ot e.&>be end covered 
v1th plaster. camera pointing to tbe southwest. 

~ . . . 

Photo· by Mattison 
Oct~~ 1957 
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( ~ . UNITED STATES 1 
.JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO •. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
12. '.Kf~· IF ~~@fa 'fiRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

14. APPROX. ACREAGE . 

5· En~a<cf~ -tfc!)untlt~~tN'tii:· ffidJJiifiit 1'bll~ 8'iiftl8~~ ~s, eolora.a.o 

6. NW •ANlf!1l_~~FJ6~E\tl~~ (Wd~~; it~a:tr-.~nerl 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains arc extam.t) 

The San Luis :people's ·.;D.tteh is tlie oldest cmt:tnu.ous irrigation :project. in 
.colors.do and ea.st of' the Rocky Mountains. Al thou.glt several Qthe:r irrigation 
prej-ee'J:is were started, such as the John Rateher Ditch now 'l'rinida.d.1 they were 
of Short duration. 

,Although an .attempt was ma.de ea:rlie:r,; one of the first permanent settlements 
in Colorado was that made in 18'1 s.t San Luis de la Qulebl"S., now knQWll as Sall Lu.i.s. 

Soon after the ~ .Ws was estlitblished, the settlers dug ~ irrigation ditch 
to assl.U'e the production of food :for the :inhabitaats. Many of the descendants <11f 
the original settlers still live in ~ Luis. !!le irrigation diteh dug in 1851 is 
still flowing. The $ta.te Hist<rica.l. Society l!>t' Colera.do·:nas :placed a. marker at 
the .site. 

IJ!he Srul Luis PeQpl.e's Ditch,,Qriginal construct.ic:m April 10; 1852, is ~iated 
as ,®ving .P:t:iority No. 1 as the oldest in eolorado, in the .Adju.di:eation l)aeree, 
granted by the CotU:'t in eostilla. <::ounty. fb,e state Jilllgineer's Office lists the 
:f'ollow.tng ditches in the o:rde:r of their priority: 

San tms ~<>ple' s Di teh 
San PedrO Ditch 
A..equia Mabe m teh 
Moo.tez :D:i.teli 
yaUeje:er m toh 
)i!Ulzmna.rlo ·Ditch 

CUJ..ebrs. & Dl:'y Seeo 
" tf " 

QQstil.la. 
Rito Seeo 
Vallejos 
eost:Ula 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works) 

?ate J!>.r.'!ie>X'i1fl 

April lO, 1852 l 
April, l.852 2 

18S3 3 
August, 1853 4 
Mll!.reh, 1854 5 
April, 1854 6 

Oolora.do Water Conservation Beard, ll!enver, and (Jolora.do AgricuJ.turaJ. an.d Mechanical 

¢&llege, Fort Collins,. A .. · Hundred tears of' l)-riga.tion, in eelerado, 1952. -·· . ,...... ....... 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, 1-IABS, etc.) 

10. PHoToGRAPHs • x j 11. coN§!lt'J!sfactery 

ATTACHED: YES 0 NO 0 

(Sgd) Ray H. Mattison 
j 15. T1'.Ustorian 14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10~2 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. • 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10-74016-1 
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SUPPLEMENT ARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies,· visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. AH information given should be headed by the item number, its 11ame, '!J,nd thEJ word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (c~nt'd) . . . · · 

STATE 

/ 
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\UNITED STATES I 

.JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERlv1, 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I. STATE 

:towa 
1

2. THEM.E(S). ·1F'ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

!heme mr.a. "Agriculture If 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

James :s. Weaver B:>me 
I 4.APPROX.ACREAGE 

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

Weaver lt.i>a.d; lbute #3, Bl.(i)Qltlfteld, Iowa 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator ifdijferentfrom owner) 

Dr. mwin o. GiltiU(l.l)., Weaver llbs.d, Bou.te #3, llD.oomtield1 IP• 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are ei:tant) 

!lt'eeted in 18651 tbi.$ lltl'ueture •s to:r many yea;rs, until 1889, the b.Qm.e ef 
James Bail:'i weaver, fai"m leader, seve~ times Congressman from. lowa, and also the 
oreenbaeker eandida.te tor Presiuem.t in 1SS0, and the J!Opu.list nominee for a:-esident 
in 1892. 

Weaver was born in ;a,.yton, Qlio, on J'Une 12, 1833, the fifth et 13 ebil.dren. 
When he °W&S· two Yeu'S Qf &ge I his parents mQV~Cl to Ca.ssOpolis,t Mi.elliga.n • .light years 
later, . the Zamlly moved to Darts Q:>wty1 l'o•. There yeung Weaver grew te Ill&1lhooci. 
Wben. his father ws elected to a llliru>r eoqty office; the tainily moved to Bt.oQl1ifield 
'Where yeung Weaver had the advantage ot better selieols. After serving as mail C'tlrrier 
tor ae:ve~ yea.rs, he, in 1853, ~t w Oa.lito~al> le~urning to :r.w., Jae 'WQ:x-ked in 
a store ·'-t . lbnaparte. In 1855., he eQk'ed 'the ~cilln&ti !A\.W $cheol from 'Whieh lie 
was gta;cl•ted the f\l>llow:lng ye&J;'. Jfe at o~ce started t,he praot:Le:e ef law in il.()QDlfield 
and beee.m.e absorbed in :politics. · He beceme e.etive .in aeptl'blican circle$. 

When the Civil We.r brok¢ out, -aver volunteered. an.a was lDiide a First 
tieutene.nt in the 2nd Iowa rtd'antry. lle tist1nguished himself at JOrt ~elson, at 
Shiloh au.d Q.lr:illth, and w.- $0Q11. ~te4 tG the rank of tblone.l • Near the end o:f' 
the war, he was brevetted Bri-tie:t General. 

Follow:ing his. retu:rn to :!Owa in 18641 Jae laun¢lle4 on his political. 
C&l'eer. Ke held severa.1. $tate ott:Leer!! uut:U ltS73. From that time, he appears 
to •v(i!, . ..iienated the Republican lea.4ers. A devout Mathod.ist and an udent 
p:roh!bi.t:l.•nist, be was incorruptible. Be denounced the extortion.a ot pol:ttically 
important ~ways and ether corporatttlna. le alQ •bjected to the ste..ud. of 
his patr~y ®l the ll1QJ1ey queation. ll)espite the opposition of bis party; Weaver 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works) 

.Hieks, J&hn !)., 11Jam.es Baird weaver,'* D1ct1ona:g !! .American B:Loe:e.p!tz, XIX 
(New York, 1946 ), 568 ... 570. 

Ricks, J'ohn »., ~ R:>p.f!:.ist Revolt (Unet:>~, l96J.). 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and stndies, as, NPS stud11, HABS, etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS* 

ATTACHED: YES Kl NOD 1

11. CONDITION 

Good 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 

(Sgd) Ray ff, Mattison 

1

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 

Jtesidenee 

1

15. TITLE 

B:l.storian 

1

13. DATE OF VISIT 

' 7/63 

1

1 16. DATE 

8/63 
*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10~ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74.016-1 



Form 10-31'1a 
(Sept. 1957) UNITED STATES 

JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERlu1. 
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

I 
NAME(S) OF SITE 

Jam.es :s. Weaver lbue 
STATE 

was very p<.>pular and it was only by sb.arp political triekeey that they prevented 
him frGm reeeiving the llepublican .nelllin$t1oa f(\)r COngre.s$ in 1874 a.nd fer governor 
a year later. As the result of this lack of supJl(>rt from his Jarty, Weaver swung 
to tb.e "inieJendents " or ''Greenba.ekert • tt .M a Greenbacker, Ylea,ver won a seat in 
Cbngress in :t.878,, ran tw P.resident in 18801 :was defeated for O<Jngress in 18321 but 
won :t.n 1.Si4 and 1886. 

When later the F.t.rm.ers Alliance succeeded the Ch'een'backers as the chief 
exponents o-f soft mney, Weaver became identified with tba.t party and took a. leading 
))>art in transformag 1 t to the R>pulist Qrga.n:i.zation • lI.l 1389" he moved frem moom­
field to »es Jib.ines, 'Where he was eattGr of the !lll'mers f.u:i.l>une. With little opposition, 
he received the 1\>pulist nomination for President in 1892. Although Weaver's defeat 
was inevitable, he received. e. p<>pulaJ:" vote ~.f over a million &.nd :e2 votes in the 
el.ectoral college. Professor J. »· Hicks ebara<!teri~ed him as follows : 

Less versat,Ue than the eccentric »:mnelly, 
James :a. Weaver of 1:rwa :1.n$pirecl :f'ar greater 
eonfidenee among those wh&, while theroUgb.ly 
deploring ensting e0nditicms,. were f~fUl 
of anything tbet .SIWered. Qf extreme ri,Mliealism ••• 1 

Wb.en the t:epu.lists tused. with the Delllocra.te, weaver ~ve llis support to 
the soft money force& in that ~.. lh 1896, he suppQrted the nomination Qf William J. 
Bryan for the he$idency. l\t.$ion sounded the death knell to the !\>pulist, $ll.d Weaver, 
with the other llbpulist leaders, founO. him$elf 'Withci>ut a f'U.tu:re. About 1900,, he moved 
to Q>lfa~, 1.t.lwa,, where he spent the 1$.St ye&r$ Gf lliS life• Sere the people ehoSe 
him for their mayor. 1'.D. cJ\lly, 1858, he raa.rried Clara Vinson,· a school teacher 1 wbQ 
had eQI.11.e to D:.nra. from etlio; they were the parents of fi V"e girl$ and t'WO beys • We$.ver 
died Februe.:ey 6,, 1912. 

_!!! WEAVE.ft IQJ4E: The Weaver Bbm.e ilt m.oomtield is a ttof~Story brick structure. 
It he.S undergone few apparent exterior changes eJteept that the origina.1 front JQrch has 
been removed and a frame sun ro= has been added on the southea.($t e~.~""~r. ··· ln 1915, 
the Wea.Yer li!mle was acquired by th.e Darts ('))unty ebautoque. Asaociation. lbw occupied. 
by the owne;i:-, the building has underpne 'only minor interior alterations. IJ!l.e Rebecca 
todge, an affiliate Gf the I. O. Q. F ., which was fQunded in m.oom.field, .Iowa, has 
plans to acquire the Weaver Jl)me for a Rebecca Miseum. 

U. S. GOVUNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-'14029-1 
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
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STATE 

Iowa 

Erected in 18651 th.is strueture 
was the heme of James :a. Weaver, 
"Greenbaeiter," a,ud Popttlist can.,;. 
didate for · President. Camera 
.pointing to the-»oril'Jeast. Pncto by Matti'Sen=?/63 
V. s. GOW'UNMENT PRINTING OFFICE lG-'74029-1 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOr< 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I. STATE 

Iowa 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

Nelson Pioneer Fem 

1

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH"" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XVII&. .. Asr!culture alt\ the r~· Frontier 

1

4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

310 aeres 
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

~s County, 6 mile& nortbeest of Oskaloosa via u.s. 63 and the "Cl.enda:le R.oadn 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) 

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) f: 80:11 near 0088. 
is one of the ol.4fft fer.ii$ ~ Sou.thf;ut Iowa umler on4' ... :f.'amily' ownel"Gbip. The original 
150 a.ens, purchased 'by Daniel Nelson in 184:>&, was ~ted in 1847 b;r an ad.di tional 
l6o acres. !be Melson fatly t~ tb:in land for U4 years, or until. 19)81 when Roy 
~n and. bis sister, L1lli!m1 . died without heirs and bequeathed the properi;y in 1 ts 
~tinty to the Mahaska. County lf:tstortcal Soct.ety. 

The his-tor.to stte is Mtable (a) because 0£ the rel.a.ti~ hip de~ of tnte~ty 
of ~ving struct'w:'es; and (b) the fa.ct that it. 1$ now in the sympathetic haniis of 
an •ceptionall.y well..endGwed and enlightened Count:f m.storical Soe1etw, under the 
l.etl4ersbip of Mrs. SU~ Ql~. 

&.at.one structures are as follows: 

(l) Daniel Beils.on Home. !bis tvo-stol)'"; ftv~-room house was built in 18)3 of 
n&ti've timbers and. bricks; :trom a nearby :tam kiln. /l,m,oug features are fov fireplaces, 
kitchen, family livi.ng t"OOm1 Qtld upstairs~. :Detached features incl'W.ie summer 
ldteben and woodshed. Well preauved through the ~' the building is 'bfaing fUlly 
restored by the Historieal Soe1et;y1 including 1nterioJ< funtiture (includini Nelson 
femily o:ri~m\ls) an4 funlish:tngs. As of the date ot this report, the proJ.ect 1& 
abcmt 1' percent complete. 

(2) Barn. Hort.b of the house is a lap white bem. witb lofts,, stairs, end 
catw1Jlka1 excellently prese~. It was bUil t in 1856 by Deni el Nelson of timbers 
ri~t on bis fQl'l.'a. All fremi~ and most o:f' tne exterior is rep:resen.t..ed as or:t.~. 
It is intended that this b~n ~11 house pi.oneer fEmll exhibits,,, and a good collection 
has $l.reatl;r bemi made. 

cabin east of tbe barn 1s not the Dlmiel Nelson ori nal.1 but the . . . 
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources: give location of manuscripts and rare works) 

Data supplied orally by offteial.s of the ~a Counv Historioal Soeiety; also, by 
data sheet on Helson Moneei- :rum supplied by the ~ety. 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, etc.) 

Report of December, l.9641 by Merrill J. Mattes, ~ieh :h supplemental to the theme 
at~ XVIIa, nAgrleulture &lld the Farmers• Frontter.u 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS• 111. CONDITION 

ATTACHED: YE~ NO 0 Excel.lent 
12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 113. DATE OF VISIT 

Coun.ty lff.stortc Site & museum. 9/25/64 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (S{l/l!ature)ll J M 

( Sgd) 1Vlern o atte~; 
l..15. TITLE J 16. DATE 

jMting Resource Studies Advisqr 1'2/17/64 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X IO~<l SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U• S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74016-1 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR' 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

I NAME(S) OF SITE STATE 

Iow• 
is M ••rtt:llent s;pectMn,. 'td:deh 1$ beix::.g app~pri.11atel;v turnimhR. 

!b.IJ ~a Cow:1:ty li!tf>3l'ica1 ~c1ety '.b$.$ al~o n¢Cl¥ er-Al)leted, .just west of tbe 
b~, a f',ine mottvn c~1t-bloek !Wo~vel ~eum. build:.l~ wtaeh will SW'\r'®' • their 
$0¢1e~ h~ad.q~ u-4 ~et~. conte.:bung ~ibi 1z,& :relatin.{~ primar117 to Wiau1i 
d ¢ooeer lite. Pl$.\1$ a'J.oo include ncttnstruetion ot a ·typical. 'bhtf'.k-1 th shtip atlii 
~a.:t"nqe ad, a ucbilt\r~ 11 s t~," ~ p~:rh$p~ ~'a$'l Indien v:t~ bonortn~ the Ioway 
~ti.on mm 1 te nG'lt.-i. Chief *laamta. H 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PlllNTING OFFICE 16-'14029-1 



m:LSOU PIOilEEB UAru•l 
OokeJ 0000, Iow 

lleleoll Brick Homo, 1853. 
Front end side olovntiono. 

Photo b3' u. J. Matteo September, 1964 



NELSON PIONEER FARM 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 

Nelson Brick Home, 1853. 
Rear and side elevations. 

Photo by M. J. Mattes September, 1964 



1™1fIOlmlFmt 
Ooknlooca1 IcrJ't\ 

nol.eon Bm-n, 1B!5G. 

~ b;y u. J. tbttco SopteQbor, 19611-



NELSON PIOIEER FAml 
Oolmloosa, Iova 

Typical Log Cabin, 1867. 

Photo by M. J. Mattes 



NELSON PIONEJ!Jt FARM 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 

Photo shoving relat1onahil' of (left to right) 
Nelson Barn, Nelson Brick lk:ae, o.nd new Mabsska: 

C~unty R1ntor1anl Society structur.t. 'lhe 
l"e1ocated Log C:?.b1n is to the left cf the Barn. 

Photo by M. J. Mattes 
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UNITED STATES 
. JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI01. _ 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES' AND BUILDINGS 
I. STATE , 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHE.OLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

Iowa XVIIa. ·~grieul ture n 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE , 4 .. APPROX. ACREAGE-... 

Seaman A. Kn.a.pp - James Wil.sOri Kame 
5. EXACT LOCATION (C01~ntr, township, road8, etc. If difficult to find. sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

campus of raWa. State University, Ames, Iowa 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) 

James H. Hilton, President, Iowa. State University, Ames, Iowa 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) 

Completed in 1861, this building was the home of' Seaman Asahel Knapp, 
noted agriculturist and teacher, from laBo to 1885, and of James (nTama Jim") 
Wilson, agriculturist and Secretary of Agriculture, from 1891 to 1896. Iowa state 
College was the first of the land-grant institutions to be formally authorized. 

Born. in Essex County, New York, December 16, 1833, Seaman A. Knapp 
made nationally significant contributions to agriculture, .primarily in the South. 
He entered Union College, Schenectady, in 1852, graduating with honors in 1856. 
For ten yea.rs, he taught school. In 1866, Knapp met with a serious accident 
which crippled him for several yea.rs. Moving to :Benton County, Iowa, he bought 
a small fa.rm at Big Grove. B:e served as Methodist pastor a.t Vinton, Iowa, and 
for five years as superintendent for the state school for the 'blind at Cedar 
Rapids. }le then returned to his :f's.rm. In 1872, he had begun to publish the 
Western Stock Journal and Farmer. On his own farm, he used improved seed and 
brought in better livest'O'ck. He was one of the organizers and the first president 
of the Iowa. Improved Stock Breeders' Association. 

In 1879, Knapp was selected as professor of agriculture and manager of 
the farm at Iowa State College. From 1884-1886, he was president of the college. 
He drafted the first experiment station bill, a bill which opened the way for the 
passage of the Hatch Act in 1887. 

Knapp's greatest contribution to agriculture, however, was in the South. 
In 1886, he took charge of a large colonization experiment in Louisiana. To interest 
the native population in agriculture, he offered very favorable terms to farmers 
from northern states who would settle, one to a. township, and dem.onstrate what 
could be accomplished by good farming. The plan was so su.ecessf'u:l that thousands 
of farmers were attracted to the region and tbe io~i people improved their practices. 
Knapp had great influence in the develo.J;>m.~t of th~ rice industry Of the Southwest. 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give be8t sources: give location of manuscripts and rare work~) 

Barnett, Claribel R., "Sea.man Asab.el :ma.pp, 11 Dietionar;y: ~American Biograph;y, X 
(New York, 1946) 452. 

Canada, J. w., '1DI:'. Seaman A. Knapp," (La. Porte, Texas, 1957). 
Ross, Earle D., The tend Grant Idea at Iowa State College, (.Ames, 1958) 

y _............,._.~ 

Bibliography (cont'd) 
Sehmidt, Louis B., "James Wilson, ti 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS• 111. CONDlTION 

ATTACHED: YES G:; NO 0 Good 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 

(Sgd) Ray H. Mattison 

Ibid., XX:330. 

1

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 

Residence 

1

15. TITLE 116. DAT~ / 6 Historian 7129 3 

Lo 
*DRY MOUNT ON AN B X IOY2 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER 

CATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. ' • • 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER} 
U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74.016-1 

GIVE 



Form 10-317a 
(S,~pt. 1957) f UNITED STATES 

. ~EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO, _ 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENT ARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used ~or givin¥ additional information or comments, for more space. for any item on th.~\.·.' 
regular form, and for recordmg pertment data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many~ p 
Supplei;ient Sheets .as neces~ary .. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order,l\J 
of the it.em.s. All mformat1on given should be headed by. the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, :\ 
6. Descr1pt1on and Importance (cont'd) . . . 'l 

""' I "''"~ "'"' . ! 
row. Sea.man A. Kna.p:p - James Wilson Home t 
The Rice Growers• .Associa.tien was organized a.nd he served as its president. 

When James Wilson (see below) became Secretary of Agriculture, Knapp 
was appointed special a.gent for the promotion of farming in the southern states. 
He was sent to China.,'Ja.pan, a.nd tlle ~ilippines to investigate rice "!farieties, 
its production and milling. His findings ~esulted in a great eX])$Ilsion in the 
rice industry. When in 1903, the ~ican boll weevil appeared i;n Texas, ~PP 
contributed n1Uch to the education of cotton farmers in combatting that i~sect. 
Knapp also inaugurated the Fa.i:'nlers CoO])erative Demonstration Work in the u. s. 
Department of Agriculture, which was designed to place ebject lessons before 
the farm masses. under his direction before his death, hundreds of experienced 
a.gents were employed throughout the ,South to assist in this work. Knapp died 
in April, 1911, and was buried in Ames. 

* * * * * 
Born in Ayrshire, Scotland, August 16, 1836, James Wilson emigrated 

with his family to America in 1851. The family first settled in Connecticutt, 
moving in 1855 to a farm at Tama €ounty, Iowa.. Young Wilson early chose farming 
•s his :are work. .After holding a number of local a.nd state offices, he served 
three terms in Congress, after which he returned home and engaged in farming 
for seven years. 

In 1891, he was appointed :professor o;J:: agriculture and b,ea.d of the 
experiment station a.t l:owa State Oollege, where, with the assistance of Charles F. 
eurtis, whe succeeded him as dean of agricUJ.ture, he pls.cedagrieUltura.l in­
struction on both a. practical and scientific basis. 

In 1897, Wilson began his 16 yea.l's as u. s. Secretary of Agriculture, 
under Presidents McKinley, Theodore Roosevtalt, $.Ild Taft, the longest term of 
service of a:n.y secretary of' this department. Ub.der Wilson's directicm, the 
activities of the Department of Agriculture were extended :l.n maily fields. '.Ex­
periment stations were established throughout the t1nited States. Fa.rm demonstration 
work was begun in the South, and <':toopera.tive extension work in home'eccinomics 
a.nd a.gricul ture was begun. An army of experts were eQloyed to conduct research 

. in agriculture ancll obtain information all over the world for the promotion of 
agriculture. Legislation re:t,ating to insect pests, plant and animal diseases, 
forestry, conservation, irrigation, road.building and agricultural education 
was enacted. 

Following his retirement in 1913, Wilson returned to Tama County. 
After imres*i gaHng and re;porting....µpon_....a.grl.c~s in _Great Britain 

U. S. GOV&RHMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-'H-029-1 

.\ 
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(Sept. 1957) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO .. 
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENT ARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

STATE 

Iowa I 
NAME(S) OF SITE 

Seaman A. Knapp - James Wilson Home 

in conjunction with Henry c. Wallace, Wilson spent. the remainder of his life 
in retirement. He died August 26, 1920. 

THE KNA..Pl-W!LSeN HCME: Located on the Iowa state University campus, 
the house OC°'Cupied by Knapp and Wilson now serves as the residence for the 
Dean of Agriculture. This two-story brick structure, now covered with cement, 
ha.s apparently undergone some exterior ~d interior alterations. 

--·-------
V. S. GOVUNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74029-l 



Form, l~8r;i,7a 
(SC!>t,.c .'·J5,. ' C· UNITED. STATES 

..JEPARTMENT OF. THE INTERIOt~ 
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerifal\order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word {cont'.d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . ··· \ 

STATE 

Iowa. I 
NAME(S) OF SITE 

~ .. A. l<'napp ... James Wil·$® ·Home···• · 

:tccateQ. on the beiap'i,1$ ot lo-a state. 
Univ•rsit;r, this···•• struetttte, com;pleted. 
in 1861, wa.s.· the 1:J.0B1e of Se~ i. Ktl.~~, 
notea.. agr!eul~ist·. IU'ld teach~.t.•. ~d ~f 

James W$lSot\1 ap-it:Ulturist, . aad,. ~er 
Secret~ ot .A.gr:i.CW.•e frolti ~J. .. lfJ96. 
Qame~a. pointing to the north,. :northeast .. 
Burro ~,. ~, July 1963. . -

U. S. GOrUNMENT P~INTING OFFICE 16-'l-4029-1 
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/-

\ UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI~ .. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

~ 1

2 •. THEME(S). __ IF .ARCHEO. LOGICAL. SITE, WRITE "ARCH·_· BEFORE TH.EME. NO. (t'M ~-. l9 

~ •• ---~ ~-- ll•lltl·-··· ~ti.er) 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

tH.li'bl ~ 
I 4.APPROX.ACREAGE 

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

~t$m! -rm4 ~A.,..., at. a.u:t,, -~ 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) 

~ ... ~------·-~ .. , 7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) 

~JaVISllQI• ""_,, •~ ~ or • 18'0'• an4 J.Mo•e. 

ae •• ~ •n.u-. \llU5 l.id.1t _, a.. Gt.~; • ea-lJ' mt1er 
of It. ~ta 115~e - wat 1d.ug ... ~-a lif"f· 

~~i:~=~~--;:=~~ 
..... t• ~ -~·"*· 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works) 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS st·udy, FIABS, etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS• 

ATTACHED: YES-SJ 1

11. CONDITION 

NOD 1

12. P:~:E (Museum, farm, etc.) 113. DATE OF VISIT 

-- '..1W1e 1$59 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (S1,·-,~-~t;r;~, '1· 1

15
· T~~~-....... ' -- 1

1
:;:; u. la_e:: __ :.a 

..Ji• g.:' -R At J·f t4 t'IT'i SO ti a.•w.·MIU ~ !': :z;,'£ 
*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10~ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW ANO NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-74016-1 



Fa.:mbouso built 1n 1854, 1n st. Paul, m.nncoota, by BQJl?8D 

Gibbs with e.dditiona added in 1867. This stnu:ture ws tY.Pical 
ot maz1Y' ot the ~uaeo in tho filiehrest at that time. camera 
pointing to the northeast. 

Photo by t:Jatt1eon 
June 1959 



:r.oc.,tion. ~ Diam.on-di Missouri. 

S:lpifice.nee. Geo:rge Washington Carver National Mon~nt 
i 

is tlae birthple.c~ of Geoll"ge wa~ton ~~ and e~rates the 

achievements Q-f tllie .scientific leader, l:lorn in sla.veey, Carver 

became one 0:£ the reeognized s.eientuts 1n e.g:ricUlture sad. ea.med 

world w;Lde fa.m.e. Fal" 47 ye{#.l'e he se:rved a.t the '!a&ke.gee Ho:tmal and 

Industrial ltl.Stitute tor Negroes 1a Alabama.. .Carver Illad.e sigrd.ficant· .. 
. 

contribu.t:lons t~d bal•eed eeonomy in tb,at :region. ~ also ms.de -important cont:r1butions tn the ut:l.lize.tion ot plant products for 

plastic& and ot~ ueeus. 

Eems.:l.ns• Tb.is monument eons:tsts of 210 a.c:i;"Qs which oontain 

a la.llge portion of the old l>t$.lll00.d (k!ove Pla.ntat.1011. JUl of tb.e 

eltistill1 })uild.ings were erected a.boat 1916 • J!b,e monmn.ent also 
"•M 

inaJ.udes tM tradit:lOD;al b1;rtb,p1a:oe log ~a.bill site mad the dwellillg 

of )t!aes ea:"Ver who ws.s GeQ~ge Washington ~:r*s QW(tr. 



For:m.10•31'2' 
(Sept. 1957). 

\) .. UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOn: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I. STATE 

Montana 1

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. (The Far.mer ts 
Theme XV, "Westward EXPansion, 1830-1898." Frontier) I 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

Fort Owen 
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find. sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

About 1 mile northwest of Stevensville, Montana 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) 

State of Montana. It is currently being excavated and developed as a state Park. 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are exta.nt) 

Significance: Fort Owen, near Stevensville, Montana, was the site of 
the first successful far.ming operations in Montana and probably in the Rocky 
Mountains. Father Pierre De Smet and six companions came to the area in 1841 
and established St. Mary's Mission among the Flathead Indians. They brought 
along with them oxen, wagons, carts and plows. In the following year the Jesuits 
planted a garden near the Mission' which produced some vegetables and wheat. In 
1846 St. Mary's Mission farm is reported to have produced 7,000 bushels of wheat, 
between 4,000 and 5,000 bushels of potatoes and various kinds of vegetables. The 
stock consisted of 40 head of cattle, horses and other animals. 

In 1850, Major John Owen came to the valley and leased the Mission 
property. He also established Fort Owen. For a decade his fort was the center 
of far.ming operations and trade for the region. It was not until 1866 that the 
Jesuits returned to the vicinity. 

Remains.: A small portion of Fort Owen has been restored. However, 
most of the remains of the Mission property has disappeared. Some excavation 
of this site has been undertaken. It is understood that further excavation 
is planned. 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare worf,s) 

Merrill G. Burlingame, The Montana Frontier, (Helena, 1942) Page 333; George 
F. Weisel ed., Men and Trade on the Northwest Frontier as Shown by the Fort 
Owen Ledger, (Missoula, 1955) xiii - xxxix 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS• 111. CONDITION 112. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 113. DATE OF VISIT 

ATTACHED: YES Ba. No D Good State Park , July 1959 
I4. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 115. TITLE 116. DATE 

lSrrn .i J?A y I( q .\ rri r:; .-p,• Historian Se,ptember 2, 1 959 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10)6 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 16-74.016-1 



Restond porticm ot Fort <-.near· StevenavUlo, H::Yntana. 
It,_. ne&r bei'e tb.at tbe 1411temn1. un4or tbe leac1erab1t> of 
ilitber De a.t in - evq l.840•a, mde. hie beahmSngn 1n 
agriculture Sn tm regs.en. 



ElOMliS~ NA!t'IO'.lVAL MO~ 

~ee.tion.. BE!&r Beatriee, Nebraska. 

Sipifi~ce. iom.estead Natio-1 Monument is the site 

of the first ele.im -.a.er the Homestead A~t of 1862. fhis area 

also comraemo~•tes tb.e lud policy wn:teh 94eelerated the aettlement 

of tbe plains are$ ot the Unite4 States. l'bie site was ~tedly 

filed on by llE.niel FJ:eeman sl;:\ortly after midnipt on Janu.a.:cy 1, 1861. 

Ris entry was listed as No~ l in the loc:e.l land ottiae end. ns 

gre.nted la.tent No. l, da.te4 September l, 1869 by the United, States 

Office. 

flt.e Homestead Monument played an :tnq>ortant role in 

hastening the settlement of large sepents of th.e United Sta.tea. 

By this a.cat fJE! head of a t-1ly or pe:rson 21 yeers o~ age or 

over, 'tlho was a lblited States e1tizen or who had c1leclared an 

intention to beeo.me one, eoul.d 'nter a claim tor 160 acres of tb.e 

public clom$in. 'th.e settl~ •s l"equired to reside on the la.nd 

five years before lle became th~ owner. fte Homestead .A.et was 

su.bseqµently IJOdif1$d to :pemi t persons to teke ®re then 160 

acres in tb,.e drie):" sections of tb.e ple.i:ne 'Wllere that amount w.s not 

e.n ad.eqwa;te fU'Ill llllit. hblic lands were withdrawn from homest.eading 

except in special ee.ae&i. In 1935 the chie.f states 1n whie.h $ettlement 

vas Jaastened by homesteading were Kansas, Neb:raslm, NOrth Dakota, 

South »akota and l!!lontane.. 

1!lte principal feature of Homestead lfationfl.1 Monument is 

the pione~ homestead log cabin erected in 1867, which was moved to 

the monument from. a neighboring tO"Wllship. Na.tive grasses have also 

been restored to the area. 



Agr;l.e1.1lt~ bas been the most ~a.nt sirigle ind.uStry 

during the second 1llalt ot the 19th century in tbe re!$on east of the 

98th meridian eompxois~g Begto:n !wo.ot·tlle.lfatioWll. ~k Service, 

:De$p1te the ™t, litt.le·has been done to :preserve bj.stor:te sttes 

assacie.tecl with the sto:ty' ¢>f the ~rs' JP.rontier. ?fumerQU$ "'first 

housttsH end pio~eet st:ru.etuee •ve been preset"'l'ed by eities and 

towns throughout the le~cm. Many of these are used N museums. 

lovever; in Fe¢tiea.Uy everg in$ta.ne:e / these a.re me.mQrie.ls designed 

to ~Ae.size pioneer life n:th.er tban intu-pret the story of the 

~rs' Frontier. 

~~ the 20th ~e:ntli1l"y, the e.g.r1eultural frontier 11.as peatly 

cllallgeth ~zatiQn and ~veme?lts 1n asrteul.t\U"al techniques have 

all combixleQ. to t"eVclution111e ~" '.rb.tougb.oU;t ~ entire 

agruu.l~ belt, it would be dittiault to f'irui a farJnStead wb;ich 

bears en:y great $emblauce. to t~ typice.l fal'J!l ~it of the latter pa.rt 

of the 191.h <:en't\Ul'Y • Actually, tke va.rious as~ts ot the farming 

:t'Jl"onti.er are to ~· and. too eom;pli•ted to be uterp;re:tecd in a single 

at"EUi,l:. or in Se!¥'er$l aT$U • 

Althc>Uih. the agr:tellltu:ra'l b.erll:tqe played an ~rtant part 

in the bistoey 0£ tlte Gweat f~s Jll.tates, little att~t •been 

made in :p;r&serving sites assoeia.ted with this subtbeme• fbe Na.tione.l 

Gx'ange bas p~eaerved the Mf.nneeota home ot one of its :Bounders, Qliver 

i. Kelley. Oolorado laaS plans tor developiing the remaius of BoggsvillEI 

Wl:lere early s.ueces$M e.11periments ~made. in i.n'ige.tio:n. Montana 

is :reconstructing Fort Gwen, :neu which the first attempts at farsni:ng 



by t4e White men W.EI ®dertaken in that $te.te. f!le lfa.t:lon&l 1arlt 

Service bas two areas 'Which iatergrets va;rioui ais;p~cts of the story 

ot the F~ers• :b'®tier. HQ?lleSW$.d We.tional Mon~t, in Be'brasQ._. 

tells the st0:r;y oft~ ~stea.dinr>vament a.tt4 itiiJ ~t c:m· t;be 

develo:pm&n~ of the 'l.r2!ls-Miseis:eipp1 West. George.WashiniGOn ~ 

National MQn'®l$n.t ~:r:i.a.lt~s George Wubbagton ~' wbo znad.e 

signitioent soi.entifia eol\ltribu.tions $.n apieu.l:li~, putieularly in 

tile developnent of :pla.$t1¢s • 
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