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0n fetober 16, 396k, Mre. Stillmen Clark, 1303 - 9th Avenus Fast,

Oskalooss, Tous, Prestdent of the Mahmska County Histerleel Soel-

ety wrote o the Hon. John Kyl, House of Bepresentatives, Washe
ng the Nelson Ploneer Perm und recomsending

Tegis 1 : o eeking for o
ael Park Service lavestigeidon of the site. On Mugust 24
Asgdutant Dirvector Thompson

were mode fur so Jovestigation of the nite by Mewrlll J. Hobttes,
keting Besource Stuldiss Advisor.

The fleld lovestdgetion was wmade op Septesder 2% in » one~duy
trip from Gmsbs to Oskelooss. A tist time, Mr. Mottes met with
Povm, which iz six siles mortheest of Oskelooss end sccessible
ble U, 8. Hghvay So. 63 sad the "Olendele Hoed.” At ihis meet-
1ag, there vas cpportunity o 1y dlacassion with the
Cownty Historisal Sostety officials on the purpose and procedurss
to mele detetled dnspection of the Farm.
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ke County Historiesl Scclety sod ite officers desuwrve
oniy the Mghwet comsendation for thelr satimsiestic sfforts to
conduct & progeas of site preservation,
success in meking the Farm e csnter for historical and culturel

The Welson Ploueer Farm, with its swrviving steuetures, is one of
the oldest in the southesst weerter of Jows. Dendel Belson end
s wife, ratives of Butler Counly, Uhdo, migroted west in 1841,
vesching Meheske Cowty in 184h, Dwy soquired 150 soves of vire
gla fers land, which m sugsented in 1847 by purchase of the
north 160 seres, meking s total Tarmstecd of 310 scres. This
lend vam farmed contimiously by the Melsos faslly for 11k yeers,
or until 1958, &b wbiech time Foy Helson wnd bis sister, I411ian,
“poth died without lesue. |

Being publicesplritod citizens, proud of thelr herituge, wnd
mesbers of long standing of the Msheske County Tistoriesl Seciely,
: Hedson begueathed the entire ferw to the Mistori~
particulerly the
brick home, b preserved intact 23 a mewerisl to the femily. In
adilition to the donstion of land, theve wes sn endowment

$100,000. OF thim, 360,000 hes been set sside we an endowmen




The Farm is sovw & County Mistoric Site consisting of 310 acvew.
Fhe fore portion is yested, sod the facoms 4 for blestoris
eal purposss. Fordy scres sre in native tiwber, which i o be
retalned ne & wildiife refuge. Twelve soves, enibracing
structures and the new musenm, sve deciared to be the

ters of the Soclety sed the Fam
site a8 a soneprofit oducetionsl instdituiion.

In sddition 4o kisteric structures discusssd in the following
section, the Mldl plex todey Lneludes
structure, handscmsly designed, whleh will constitute the museus
snd heeldgperiers of the Mebesks County HSistoriesl Society, faoe
ploseering. The Sowlety is proud of this wmusewm ss “the firvet

& nev coment-blosk

3
g
i

howse, in & fine wooded sebiing norih of the voud, which wes
built in 1853 for Damiel Helson by Thusss Bisns. Meteriel uwsed
included netdve ilwber freming sl bricks from & Eiln ot & neahy
farm. The wvalls sre wp to a oot in thickness. The roous ave
tdeatified a5 living rooms, parlor, tvwo upstairs bed

but the enst room upstairs. In sddition, outhwiléings include &
sy kitohes asd & woodsheds



{

When acquived by the Soclety, the bullding was in good eondition,
after & cenbury of loving sare by the Heleon Temily; bowewer, &
great deal I8 necded %o put the bullding is & stabte of true Pege

: & jshings. ‘This project is godug
& of vestoration iz vhont T5 percent compleie.
& compondtion rouf detracts Dyom the effectlivensse of the rouiow
retlon; thig, of course, cen be remedied eveniually through the
rovision of & shingle or sheke vood. & good porcentuge of the

ings were provided by the Helven fenily.

2. The Nelson Bewn. %o the north of the sbove-mentioned home,
seroes the yosd, is & bamn of substentisl dimensions, budlt in
1856 by the proprietor from native timber right on his own prop-
erty. The freming snd most of the siding end roofiag purpert to
evident. Pestures of the bera include cast sud west lofis, sislrs,
md 8 connecting eabuslk

The barn de o be used by the Socisty for the display of farm
¥ly those esscefoted with the farming
5 has slready busn sssenbled, and & prow
sequlsition and for conddtioning

e og Sabin. The third histeorie structure, which
dement of histerie buildings, 38 ¢ log esbin to the sant of
the bern. The criginsdl Nelson dovble cebin stood here, but has

&



1867 log cobin of ploneer Benjemin Littler, which stood in 1562
in the vicinity of Bussey, Iows. 4s restored by the Bociel
grom for restorstion of furaishings, this is au

structures, the Mebasln County Bistoricsl Scefety plans the fole

lowing: & bleckesith shop snd ceyrisge shed; o ehildren’s favm;

Chief, Mohaske.” In nddition to this, It is contemplated that
jern museves, in sddition to siatic wxhibits, will contsin

facilities fo aits and other plonesr skills, to be prec~
ticed by schoolebildren snd Asericans hoblyle

tounty Bletoricnl Soctety.

assccleted officors of the Mahuske

Date sheet on the Nelson Ploneer Ferm provided by the Hebasks Dounty




BOGGSVILLE, COLORABO

ki
¥

Location, About 13 miles southeast of las Animss, Colorado.

Quwnership. Private ownership. It is understcod that the
State Eistoﬁcal Society of Colorado plans to acquire this site.

$ignificance: Boggsville, Colorado is the site of the first
successful experiments in irrigation in Colorado and perhaps east of
the Rocky Mounteins. It was at Boggsville in 1867 that Thomas 0. Boggs,

‘&'ehn W, Prouers » Robert Bent pnd seveml chers eonstruuteﬂ a8 sevan

| migle eanaly kncmfe.a the Tarbex Biteh,. m the Mgatoire, 2 brgach of

| : e canal irriga;’se& some 1,”0 acres ol '(_,ﬁe farms
of Boggs ?rewaﬁw m& Bent. The experiment proved & mmcess. ‘Bogge |

sueceedaé. r;, eelling m«g;h, of his cr@;ps, pmﬂme mq. 1iveatoc,k t0o the
nearby ?me Wmm establishea at. its pm: v‘mt 19@&%10:& in 1867. i

* Prebem. . .utus. Only two sigaificent stiurtures 2émain
" (me of these is the adobe home of Thomas G Boggs

vhich wes built in 1866. It appears to bave undergone few alterations.

| . The second building is a section of & two-story house of 2k rooms, which

belonged to John W. Prowers, who was & prominent cattleman, businessmen

' and politieisn in Esstern Colorado.

.#4, Boggsville, Cradle of the Colorado

References. c. W.
stry (n.p., 1957)



Thomas O. Boggs house erected in the early 1860's at the
town of Boggsville, Colorado, It was here that Boggs and others
made their first successful experiments in irrigation in Colorado.

Photo by Mattison
October 1957



A portion of the John Prowers home, built in the 1860's at
Boggsville, Colorado. This structure is built of adobe and covered
‘with plaster. Camers pointing to the sout.hgeat..

Photo by Mattison
October 1957
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I SE.orado

|2 s IF AREBEOL QSPGB 'WRITE “ARCH'" BEFORE THEME NO.

3 "%f’ £RIF people’s Bi'tch

4. APPROX. ACREAGE

> ERE Nt %”%@””@Bdﬂ? %‘i&fé’%@‘ g e B T 5 s f:alemde

8. N% ANm&RéFa)FISRE% Jﬁﬁ degr if mgfgﬂwmr)

7 lMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briéfly what makes site important and what remains are eztam)

The Sen Iuis People's ‘Diteh is the oldest centinuous irrigation pro,jee'b in
Colorado and east of the Rocky Mountains. Although several other irrigation
;pre;}eats were started, such as the John Hateher Ditch now Trinidad, they were

of sh@rt duration .

. Although an sttempt was
in C@lorada was that mede in

Soon efter the San Iamis

mede earlier; one of the first permenent settlements
1851 at San Iuis de le Qulebra, now known as Sen Iuis.

was established, the settlers dug an irrigation ditch

to assure the production of food for the inhabitants. Meny of the descendants of
‘the original settlers still live in Sen Iuis. fThe irrigation ditch dug in 1851 is
still flowing. %he State Historical sgciety of Colorado has placed a merker st

the slie.

The Sen luis People's m:teh, ~original ecenstruction April 10, 1852, is listed
as having priority Ne. 1 as the oldest in Colorade, in the Aéjudi@&tian becree,
granted by the Court in Costilla County. The State Engineer 8 @ffioe lists the
following ditches in the order of thelr priority: .

Name

Sen Imis People's Ditech
San Pedro Diteh

Aequia Madre Pitch
Montez Ditch

Vallejos Pitch
Manzamurle Diteh

Greek Date Priovity

Culebra & Dry Seco April 10, 1852 1

" " " April, 1852 2
Costilla 1853 3
Rito Seco August, 1853 h
Vallejos : March, 185k 5
gostilla April, 185k 6

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripis and rare works)

Golorado Weber fenservation

Board, Denver, and (olorado Agricul’cural and Mec:hamcal

College, Fort Collins, A Hundred Years of Irvigation in Golorado, 1952.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * % 11. NGl s Factory 12. PRESEND USEgt Museum, farm, etc.) Septenbesr; LJ62

ATTACHED: ves[]  w~o[]

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature)

(Sgd) Ray H. Mattizon

5. il storian ume: 28, 1903

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED

USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

Y. S. GOYERRMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16--74016-1
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(Sept. 1967)- //’" , UNITED STATES
JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO:
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
~ SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information Or' comments, for more space for any item on the_
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary.  When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order

of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) ’

| NAME(S) OF SITE -

fan Inis Peoplets Dlich

STATE

W, S. GOVERNMENT PRIRTING OFFICE  16—74028-1



| Torm 101 A "UNITED STATES
- ' . JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO:.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE & s o 2. THEME(SY. “1F’ ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE * ARCH BEFORE THEME NO.

Towa, Theme XVIIa Agz‘iculture
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

James B. Weaver Howme
5, EXACT LOCATION (County, townskip, roads, etc. If difficult to find, skeich on Supplementary Sheet)

Weaver Roed, Foute #3, Bloomfield, Iowa

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

mv Buwin 0. Gilfillm, Weavelr m, Route #3, m@@mfield, I@m
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)
Erected in 1865, this structure wes for many years, until 1889, the home of
James Beird wWeaver, fsam leader, several times Congressmaen from lows, and also the
Greenbacker candidate for President in 1880, and the Fopulist nominee for President

in 1892.

Weaver was born in Dayton, ¢hio, on June 12, 1833, the fifth of 13 children.
When he was two years of age, his parents moved to Cassopolis, Michigan. Eight ycers
later, the family moved to Davie County, Iowa. There young Weaver grew to manhood.
When his father was elected to a minor county office, the family moved to Rloomfield
vwhere young Weaver had the advantege of better schools. After serving as mail currier
for several years, he, in 1853, wébt to Galiforhiia. Heturning to Iowa, he worked in
a store at Honsperte. In 1855, he enkbéred the Cincinnati Zaw School from vhich he
was graduated the following yesr. He at once started the practice of lav in Hommfield
and beceme absorbed in politics.  He becaile adtive in Eexmblican circles.

4. APPROX. ACREAGE

When the Civil Wer broke out,; Weaver volunteered and wes made a First
Lieutenant in the 2nd Jowa Infentry. He distinguisbed himself at Fort Donelson, at
Shiloh and Corinth, and wes soon promoted to the rank of (olonel. Near the end of
the war, he was brevetted Brigadier General. ,

Following his return to Iowa in 186k, he launched on his political
career. He held several state offices wntil lé’(a From that time, he appesars

to have alienated the Republican leaders. A devout Methodist and an ardent
prohibitionist, he was incorruptible. He denounced the extortions of ;politically
important railweys and other corporations. He also objected to the stand of

his party on the money question. Despite the oppesition of his party, Weaver

(CoNPINUED)

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (@ive best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

Hicks, John D., "James Beird Weaver," Dictionary of American Blogrs XIX
’(New York, 19k6), 568-570- w

Hicks, John B., The Fopulist Revolt (Linceln, 1961).

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, ITABS, elc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, eic.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: vesE] o[ Good Residence 7/63
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE 16. DATE
{Sgd) Ray . Mattison Historian 8/63

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1034 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. [DENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

U. S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016~1



Form 10-317a

ot So0 - UNITED STATES _
! JEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIG: .
‘NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance {cont’d) . . . ,

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Iovwa | James B. Weaver Home

was very p@pula:c and 1t m only by sharp political trickery that they prevented
him from receiving the Republican nominsation for Congress in 1874 and for governor
a yesr later. As the result of this lack of support from his party, Weaver swmg
to the "independents” or “Greenbackers." As & Greenbacker, Weaver won a sest in
ngress in 1878, ran for President in 1880, wae defeated for Gongress in 1882, but
von in 1884 and 1886.

When later the Farmers Alliance succeeded the Greenbackers as the chief
exponents of soft money, Weaver became identified with that party and tock & leading
part in transforming it to the Populist organization. In 19, he moved from Bloom-
field to Des Mpines, where he was editor of the Farmers Tribume. With little opposition,
he received the Populist nominstion for President in 1892. Although Weaver's defeat
was inevitable, he received a popular vote of over a million and 22 votes in the
elechoral college. Professor J. D. Hicks charscterized him a8 follows:

Iess versatile than the eccentric Pomnelly,

James B. Weaver of inspired far greater
confidence among those who, while thoroughly
deploring existing conditions, were fearful 1
of anything that suvored of extreme radicalism...”

When the Populilsts fused with the Democrats, Weaver gave his support to
the soft money forces in that party. In 1896, he supported the nomination of William J.
Bryen for the Presidency. Fusion sounded the death knell to the Populist, and Weaver,
with the other Populist leaders, found himself without & future. About 1900, he moved
to Colfax, Iown, where he spent the last years of his life. IMere the people chose
him for their mayor. In July, 1858, he married (lars Vinson, & school teacher 2 Who
had come to Iowa from Chio; they were the perents of five girls and two boys. Weaver
died February 6, 1912.

-THE WEAVER HOME: The Weaver Fome in Hloomfield is a t¥sestory brick structure.
It has undergane Tew apparent exterior changes except that the ariginel front porch hes
been rvemoved and & frame sun room bas been added on the southeast crind I 1915,
the Weaver Home was acquired by the Davie County Cheutoqua Association. Kow occupied
by the owner, the building has undergone only minor interior slterations. The Rebececa
Indge, an affiliate of the I. 0. 0. F., which was founded in Bloomfield, Jows, has
plans to acquire the Weaver Home for a Rebecea Museum.

Tiohn D. Hicks, e mpulist Revolt (Lineoln, 1961), p. 16L.

¥ S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—74029-1
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UNITED; STATES

- £PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOK

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE
Iowa

NAME(S) OF SITE

- James B. Wesver Home

Erected in 1865, this structure
was the home of James B. Weaver,
"Greenbacker,” sad Populist can-

didate for Presié.ent. Canmiers,
noinki

« WMoY -‘: bo—b ﬁﬂ%
W. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74028-1 )
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osin J0-a17 ( UNITED STATES .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOx
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

L Gs

{. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

: XViis - Agriculiure snd the Famuers' Frontier
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX, ACREAGE
Belson Piloneer Feym 310 acres

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, skeich on Supplementary Sheet)

Mebiaske County, © miles nortbeest of Oskalooss via U.B. 63 and the "Glendale Hosd"
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)
Mabaske County Historicel Socclety

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) The Helson m nesy Gokad

is one of the oldest farms lu Southeast Iows wdler cne~femily ownership. The m@inal
150 seres, purchased by Deniel Nelson in 18hk, wae sugmented in 1847 by en sdditioval
160 eorves. Toe Helson femily farmed this land for 11% years, or until 1958, when Roy
Helzon snd his sister, Idllisn, died without heirs and bequeathed the property in its
entirety to the Meheska County Historical Poclety.

Tue historic aite is notable (@) because of the relatively high degree of imbtegrity
of supviving structures, snd {b) the fact that it is now in the sympatbetic hands of
an exceptionslly welle-endowed snd enlightened County Historical Society, under the
lesdership of Mrs. Stillmen Clevk.

Historic structures are as follows:

(1) Daniel Nelson Home. This twoestory, five-voom house was built in 1853 of
native timbers and bricks from 2 nearby farm kiln. Among features ave four fireplsces,
kitchen, femily living roon, sud upstalrs bedrooms. Deteched features include swmey
kitehen and woodshed. Well preserved through the yesrs, the bullding is being fully
restored by the Historiesd Sosiety, including interior furniture (including Nelson
Tomily @rigimla) and furnishings. #s of the date of this report, the project is
sbout 75 percent complete.

(2) Barn. Bortk of the house is a levrge vhite barn with lofis, stairs, and
catwalkes, excellently preserved., It was built in 1856 by Dandel Nelson of timbers
right on his ferm. All freming and most of the exterior is represented as originel.
It i intended that this bown will house plonesy ferm exhibits, and e good collection
heae siyeedy been made.

A log cebin sast of the barn is not, the m@a zmwn arigimi, ’im%; tzw :

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (G’we best aourceswe locatzonof nuscnand rare works) - »
Data supplied orelly by officiels of the Mehsske County Historieal Society; sleo, by
date sheelt on Helson Pioneer Ferm supplied by the Soeciety.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HHABS, etc.) -
Beport of December, 1964, by Merrill J. Mattes, which fo supplemental ¢o the theme
gtudy XVIla, "Agriculture and the Farmers' Frontier.”

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11, CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Musewm, farm, efc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: vesi] no[] Excelleont Couwity Historic Site & musoun ?/ ﬁﬁ/ &l
14. NAME OF RECORDER (St nature) 15. TITLE ] 16. DATE
errill J. Mattes Acting Resource Studies Advisgr 12/17/64

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 104 SHEET OF FAIRLY HMEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

Y. S. GOVERRMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016-1
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

owa - Belsoun Ploneer Form

iz mn excellent specimen, which is being sppropristely furnizhed.

The Mehaska County Historienl Boolety has alse nesrly completed, Just weet of the
bern, & fine mofern cement-Block twoslevel museun building which will serve as thelr
gociety headouerters and museum, conteining exbibits releting primerily to Iodians
and ploneer life. Plane slse jnclude reconstruciion of & typlesl blscksuith shop end
sorrvisge shed, o "childrens form,” and perbeps "en Indlen village honoring the Ioway
nation end 1ts noted Chiel Wehaske."

U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16~—74020-1



HELSON PIOHEER FARM
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Helson Brick Home, 1853.
Front anf side clovationo.

Photo by lie J. Mattes Scptember, 1964



NELSON PIONEER FARM
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Nelson Brick Home, 1853.
Rear and side elevations.

Photo by M. J. Mattes September, 1964



HELS0I] PIOTLR FAIGI
Ookolooca; Iown

Folson Barn, 1856,
Paoto by . J. latten Scpterber, 1964



HELSON PIOREER FARM
Osknloosa, Iowa

Typical log Cabin, 1867,
Photo by M. J. Mattes Beptember, 196k



NELSON PIONEER FARM
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Phioto showing relationsbiy of (left to right)
Nelscn Bern, Nelson Brick Home, ond rew Mahagkae
County Historical Society structure. The
relccated Log Cabin 4s to the left of the Barne

Photo by M. J. Mattes Beptember, 1964



&
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES' AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
¥ - "
__JIowa XVITa "Agriculture
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE~

James Wilscn Home

LOCATION (County, township, roads, ete. If difficult to find, skeich on Supplementary Sheet)
iy v
ous of Tows State Universit Ames, Iowa

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

on, Preside n, Gteate University, Ames, Iowa

EMEe 5 X .t €
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly w hat makes site important and what remains are extant)

Completed in 1861, this building was the home of Seaman Asahel Knaepp,
noted sgriculturist end teacher, from 1880 to 1885, and of James ('Tama Jim")
Wilson, sgriculturist and Secretary of Agriculture, from 1891 to 1896. Iowa State
College was the first of the land-grant institutions to be formally authorized.

Born in Essex County, New York, December 16, 1833, Seamen A. Knapp
made nationally significant contributions to agriculture, primerily in the South.
He entered Union College, Schenectady, in 1852, graduating with honors in 1856.
For ten years, he teught school. In 1866, Knapp met with a serlous accident
which crippled him for several years. Moving to Benton County, Iowa, he bought
6 small farm at Big Grove. He served as Methodist pastor at Vinton, Iova, and
for five years as superintendent for the state school for the blind a*{: Cedar
Repids. He then returnmed to his farm. In 1872, he had begun to publish the
Western Stock Journal and Farmer. On his own farm, he used improved seed and

Prought in better livestock. He was one of the orgenizers and the first president

of the Iowa Improved Stock Breeders' Association.

Tn 1879, Knapp was selected as professor of agriculture and manager of
the farm st Iowa State College. From 1884.1886, he was president of the college.
He drafted the First experiment stetion bill, a bill which opened the way for the
passage of the Hatch Act in 1887.

Knapp's greatest contribution to agriculture, however, was in the South.
In 1886, he took charge of & large colonizetion experiment in Iouisiana. To interest

the native population in asgriculture, he offered very favorable terms to farmers
from northern states who would settle, ome to a township, and demonstrate what
could be sccemplished by good farming. The plan was so successful that thousands

of farmers were attracted to the region and the local people improved their practices.

Knapp had great influence in the development of the rice i_ndustry of the Southwest.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (@ive best sources; give location of manuscripts andrare ivorka)

Bernett, Claribel R., "Seamen Asshel Knapp," Dictionary of American Biography, X
(Wew York, 1946) k452. , ,

Caneda, J. W., "Dr. Seeman A. Knapp," (lLa Porte, Texas, 1957) .

Ress, Eerle D., The land Grent Idea st Iows State College, (Ames, 1958)

—— = : o
9. REFORTSAND STUIRES (iténticH best repovis and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, elc.)

Bibliography (cont'd)
Schmidt, Louis B., "James Wilson," Ibid., XX:330.

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DAT; oF )gn
ATTACHED:  ves[% no[J Good Residence T/25/63

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE 16. DATS
(Sgd) Ray H. Mattison Historian 7/29/63

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. [DENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
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6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . . ' ’ ’

STATE ) NAME(S) OF SITE

____Touwa Zeaman A. Knapp -~ James Wilson Home

e Lt e

The Rice Growers' Assoeistion waslorgAhizea,and he served as its president.

When James Wilsen (see below) became Secretary of Agriculture, Knspp
was appointed special agent for the promotion of farming in the southern states.
He was sent to China, Japan, and the Philippines to investlgate rice varieties,
its production and milling. His findings resulted in a grest expansion in the
rice industry. When in 1303, the Mexican bholl weevil appeared in Texas, Kaapp

" contributed much to the education of cotton farmers in combatting thet insect.

- Knapp also inaugurated the Farmers Cooperative Demonstration Work in the U. 8.
Department of Agriculture, which was designed to place ébject lessons before
the farm messes. Under his direction before his death, hundreds of experienced
agents were employed throughout the South to assist in this work. Knapp died
in April, 1911, and was buried in Ames.

¥* * *® * * * *

Born in Ayrshire, Scotland, August 16, 1836, James Wilson emigrated
~ with his family to Ameriee in 1851. The family first settled in Connecticudt,
moving in 1855 10 a farm at Tama County, Towa. Young Wilson early chose farming
-+ a8 his life work. After holding a number of local and state offices, he served
three terms in Congress, after which he returned home and engaged in farming
for seven years,

In 1891, he was appointed professor of agriculture esnd head of the
experiment stetion et Iowe State College, where, with the assistance of Charles F.
Curtis, who succeeded him as dean of sgricdulture, he placed agrieultural in-
struction on both & practical and sclentific basis.

In 1897, Wilson began his 16 years as U. 8. Secretary of Agriculture,
under Presidents McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, end Taft, the longest term of
- service of any secretary of this department. Under Wilson's direction, the
 activities of the Department of Agriculture were extended in mehy fields. Ex-
periment stations were established throughout the United States. Farm demonstration
work was begun in the South, and Cooperative extension work in home economics
and agriculture was begun. An srmy of experts were employed to conduet research
_in agriculture and obtain information all over the world for the promotion of
agriculture. Legislation relating to insect pests, plant and animsl diseases,
. forestry, conservaiion, irrigetion, roadbuilding snd agriculitural education
was enacted.

Pollowing his retirement in 1913, Wilson returned to Tame County.
' -end g ing upon agricultural conditions ipn Great Britain
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Iova Beaman A. Knaepp -~ James Wilson Home

in conjunction with Henry €. Wallace, Wilson spent the remainder of his life
in retirement. He died August 26, 1920.

THE KNAPP-WILSON HOME: ILocated on the Jowa State University campus,
the house occupied by Knapp and Wilson now serves &s the residence for the
Dean of Agrieulture. This two-story brick structure, now covered with cement,
has apparently undergone some exterior and interior alteratioms.
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Located on the campus of Iowa Btate
University, this structure, completed
in 1861, was the home of Seaman A. Knapp,
noted sgriculturist end teacher, and of
James Wilson, agriculturist, and lster
Secretary of Agriculture from 1891-1896.
Camera pointing to the north, northeast.
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1. STATE

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. {m W‘a

Thems XV,

3. NAME(S) OF SlTE

4 APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, owmhip, roads, etc.

he east W
8%, Poul ia 383k,

If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

e of the 1850's end 1850's.

g e mm Ty Hemen Gibhbe, sn eaxly settley
: in 1857,

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, ctc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11, CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Mauseum, farm, efc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
aTTacHED:  vesE no[d Hupews Ju 356
12. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE 16. DATE
ASept RAY 8 MaTnenN Rlstorien Sept 11, 1959

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 104 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER.,

IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.
\
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Farmbouse built in 1854, in 8t. Paul, liinncsota, by Heman
Gidbbs with additions edded in 1867. This structure was typical
of many of the farmhouses in the lidwest at that time. Camera
pointing to the northeast.

Photo by Hattison
June 1959



SITE OF EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

GECRGE WASHEINGTON CARVER NATTONAL MONUMENT

location. HNear Dismond, Missouri.

8i -‘ifiﬁzanae, George Washington Cerver National Monument
is the birthplsee of George Washington Cerver and commemorstes the
achievements of this scientific leader. Born In slavery, Cerver
became one of the recognized scientists in agrieultum and earned
world wide fame. For 47 yeers he served at the Tuskagee Noymal and
Industrial Institute for Negroes inm Alsbama, Cerver made sigaificent:
eentribﬁtiana toward balanced éeammy in that region. He also msde
importent contributions in m; ut;liza.tion of plant products for
plastice ané other uges. |

‘ Bméinéa This momment consists of 210 scres which contain
8 large Wrﬁiem of the old Diamond Grove Plantation. A1l of the
existing buildings were erected sbout 1916. The monument also
includes thae traditional birthplace log cabin site and the dwelling
of Moses Garver who was George Washington Csrver's owner. ‘
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Form 10-817 ' UNITED STATES |
ert ' DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOK
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. (The Farmer's

Montana Theme XV, "Westward Expansion, 1830-1898." Frontier)
3. NAME(S) OF SITE : 4, APPROX, ACREAGE

Fort Owen
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, efc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

About 1 mile northwest of Stevensville, Montana
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

State of Montana. It is currently being excavated and developed as a State Park.,

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Significance: Fort Owen, near Stevensville, Montana, was the site of
the first successful farming operations in Montana and probably in the Rocky
Mountains. Father Pierre De Smet and six companions came to the area in 1841
and established St. Mary's Mission among the Flathead Indians. They brought
along with them oxen, wagons, carts and plows. In the following year the Jesuits
Pplanted a garden near the Mission which produced some vegetsbles and wheat. In
1846 St. Mary's Mission farm is reported to have produced 7,000 bushels of wheat,
between 4,000 and 5,000 bushels of potatoes and various kinds of vegetables. The
stock consisted of 40 head of cattle, horses and other animals.

N

In 1850, Major John Owen came to the valley and leased the Mission
property. He also established Fort Owen. For a decade his fort was the center
of farming operations and trade for the region. It was not until 1866 that the
Jesuits returned to the vicinity.

Remains: A small portion of Fort Owen has been restored. However,
most of the remains of the Mission property has disappeared. Some excavation
of this site has been undertaken. It is understood that further excavation
is planned.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

Merrill G. Burlingame, The Montana Frontier, (Helena, 1942) Page 333; George
F. Weisel ed., Men and Trade on the Northwest Frontier as Shown by the Fort
Owen Iedger, (Missoula, 1955) Xiii - XXXix :

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, FLABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, elc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: _ves[ no[] Good State Park July 1959
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) : 15. TITLE 16. DATE
Bap) BAY W Marnioaw Historian September 2, 1959

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER, GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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iocation. Near Beatrice, Nebraska.
Significence. Homestesd National Monument iz the site

of the first claim under the Homestemd Act of 1862. This area
also commemorates the land poliey which accelerated the settlement
of the plains area of the United States, This site was purportedly
filed on by Deniel Freemen shortly after midnight on Jsnusry 1, 1861.
His entry was listed as No. 1 in the local lend office and wes
granted Patent No. 1, dated September 1, 1869 by the United States
- Office.

The Homestead Monument played an important role in
h&stening the settlement of large segments of the United Btates.
By this act any head of & family or person 21 years of age or
over, wao was & United .i"sf&at:es eitiwn or who had declared an
intention to become one, 4%“1& enter a claim for 160 acres of the
public domein. The settler was required to reside on the lend
five years before he became the owaer. The Homestead Act was
subsequently modified to permit persons to take more than 160
acres in the drier sections of the plains where that amount wes not
an adequate farm unit. Public lands were withdrawn from homesteading
except in speciel cases. In 1935 the chief states In which settlement
wvas hastened by homesteading were Kensas, Nebraska, North Pekots,
Bouth Dakots and Montana.

The principal festure of Homestead National Monument is
the pioneer homestead log cabin erected in 1867, which was moved to
the monument from a neighboring township. Native grasses have algo

been restored to the area.



Agriculture has been the most important single industry
during the second half of the 19th century in the region east of the
96th meridian eomprising Region Two of 't&a_é National Park Service.
Despite the fmet, little bas been done to preserve historic sites
agsociated with the story of the Farmers' Frontier. MNumerouse "girst
houses” and ploneey s‘hmemme have been preserved by cities and
towns throughout the Region. Many of these are used ss museums.
However; in practically every instance, these are memorials designed
to emphesize pioneer life rather than interpret the story of the
Farmers' Frontier,

 During the 20th century, the agrieultural frontier hes greatly
changed. | mm@mm and improvements in agricultural technigques have
a1l combined to revolutionize ferming., Throughout the entire
agricultural belt, it would be difficult to find a farmstead walch

benrs any great semblance to the typleal farm unit of the latter part
of the 19%h century. Actually, the various sspects of the farming
frontier sre tb mnany and eomplicated to be intéerpreted in a single
area or in several sreas.

Although. the agricultural heritage played an importent part
in the history of the Great Plains states, little attempt has been
wade in preserving sites associated with this subtheme. The National
Grange m;ymaervaa the Minnesota home of one of its founders, Qliver
H. K.elley.u Colorado has plens for developing the remains of Boggsville
where early successful experiments were made in irrigetion. Montens
~ is reconstructing Fort Owen, near which the first attempts at farming



by the white men was underteken in that state. The National Park
Service has two areas vhich interprets various ‘aspects of the story
of the Farmers' Fromtier. Homestesd Netional Monument, in Nebrasks,
tells the story of the homestead movement and its impact on the
development of the Trans-Mississippi West. George Washington Carver

Netionsl Monument memorializes George Weshington Carver, who made
significent scientific contributions in agriculture, particularly in
the development of plasties.
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