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“All the sounds
of the earth are
like music.”

Oscar Hammerstein 11
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Importance of National Parks

How important do you think these reasons are for
having national parks?

Providing recreational opportunities.

Protecting wildlife habitat.

Preserving natural ecosystems.

Providing income for the tourist industry.

Providing opportunities to experience natural
peace and the sounds of nature.

v] Protecting air and water quality.

¥] Preserving America’ s most significant places
for future generations.




Importance of National Parks

To Americans surveyed in 1998, some of the most
important reasons for having national parks are:

88% Preserving America’ s most significant places
for future generations.

78% Protecting wildlife habitat.
73% Preserving natural ecosystems.

73% Protecting air and water quality.

72% Providing opportunities to experience natural
peace and the sounds of nature.



Importance of National Parks

The American public clearly identified natural
sound environments as a very important reason
for having national parks:

72% Providing opportunities to experience natural
peace and the sounds of nature.

Information Source: National Parks and the American Public, A National Public Opinion
Survey on the National Park System, Conducted by Colorado State University, June 1998.
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| rlvers ar' the heartbeat and breath of
some of our most valuable resources.”

B

INPS Director Robert Stanton
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firal qu‘l’et describes the natural sound
onditions found in national parks when people
with normal hearing can perceive nothing but the
sounds produced by the natural and cultural

L . components of the parks.

e soundscapes may include wildlife calls, low-
background sounds or even silence.
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What Are Soundscapes ?
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Natlonal Park Soundscapes

" NPS Pollcy

The National Park Service strives to preserve

resources and values such as natural quiet and
natural sounds associated with the physmﬁl 2
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No|se Sources in. NPS Areas %
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What n0|ses do you hear in natlonal parks’?
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Noise Sources in NPS Areas

NPS Managers Rating of Sound Problems

(Reports from 91 NPS units affected by overflights)

Aircraft

Road Traffic
Vehicles

Power
Generators

Audio
Equipment

Domestic
Animals

People
Talking

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Number of Parks

Information source: Report on Effects of Aircraft Overflights on the National Park System: Executive Summary Report to Congress July, 1995, p. 57.
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Ranges for Some Park and Non-Park Settings

Sound Level (decibels) Information source: Report on Effects of Aircraft Overflights
; ) on the National Park System, USDI NPS, July 1995, p.79.
Typical Outdoor Setting

80
| Noisy Urban (daytime)

70
| Commercial Retail Area NON-PARK

60
|  Suburban (daytime)

Suburban (nighttime)

Grand Canyon (along river)

Hawaii Volcanoes (crater overlook) PARK

Grand Canyon (remote trail)

Haleakala (in crater, no wind)



Sound Level Comparisons

Park Setting: Listen to the Southwest Desert
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+#l NPS Resources Management

’ NPS Noise Mitigation and Prevention

Park'managers are working to develop and implement
plans to minimize NPS intrusive noise generation. i
Changes in use will be considered for.various areas of;
park operations: aV|at|on vehicles; malntenance
Ty eqmpment sirens, generators and other praétllc"‘.es
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with an m%érnatlve fuel bus
system will transport visitors
to and'Within the South Rim.

Reduction.of traffic and-a%*,w‘
better quality visitor
experience will result.
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NPS Resources Managemen

Cooperation
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NPS Resources Management
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Prog ress Report U
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Recommendations Tf e ‘_ul) | RarksIOvert I
Working Group are bemg Incofporatec il o -

Federal Aviation Administration regulatory proce s.

-Recommendations by the group may .a_I_sq be 4‘,,
implemented through legislation. ﬂ‘
N ) IR
A S . o
Results Include: t P
“Air Tour Management Plans for Ind|V|duaI Parks.
" Improved Cooperation with the FAA. ‘

" Increased Opportunities for Public Input.
"Increased Protection of Park VISItOI"S & Resources

© Pat Holleran photo of*St. Mary’ s Lake in Glacier



NPS Resources Managements

Progress Report
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Stop and Listen i
Complete park experiences
feature sights and sounds.

Find a place to appreciate
the sounds of nature on your
next park visit and try to
understand how your own
presence affects natural
sound environments.
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Enjoy Qmet Campgrounds
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Watch Out for Wildlife
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Minimize Human N0|se

usmg aﬁdl é%if:es Many
people V|s" t na‘flc’iﬁal parks’
to escape.thé éoﬁﬁﬂ§of @




PR TSl “.," -'.--; ,_:;m_}?:&' W
QVA - ‘ T

_...>..4=W d'ﬁ‘-___.>..4czw cx'a‘-__.‘..:w ‘x';‘-__.‘.x:w ‘x';‘—__.‘..:w o= e}

?‘?’"""‘NPS‘" t é‘“‘ﬂSoun’a”"""‘

- ——e — ——— — —— e - — -
" -d‘.—' —d“" —d“" -d“" -d“"
L

— -“uqo,-.- &k 3 W R E -
he 4 .

Use alternate méthbds ;
of transportation (such
as park shuttlﬂg) where

available . Choose,ﬁ

——-——'t?'a'ﬁ'spa‘ t3tior

ﬁnmm
atural g

' | -

a"'l'l \ .




L e e z e — - z o S — - z e — - z e

I?__S ”S tes"ﬁ;" .S:S unds

— — — -~— — — -~ — — — —

Yl
§ e
e S

N
o/
fﬁt

&

—
~
i

4




S S - S
e
-

PS Sites a nd- SOUnds

LY -




o
" et — * e — C e e —— * - T C e e —— * - T C e e —— * - T C e e —— * - T
Al b~ Al b~ Al b~ Al b~ Al b~

NPSS tes‘and So”fds

v Y .
What will your next national park visit sound like?
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«  Biscayne National Park .
" Cape Cod National Seashore-
" Ford’ s Theater National Histbric Site
" Gettysburg National Memdfial Park—

" Glacier Bay National Park |
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For further information contact:

NPS Ranger Activities Division
Washington, D.C. 202-208-5211
or
NPS Intermountain Support Office
Denver, Colorado 303-969-2274

Produced by Diane Liggett, NPS

Digital Sound Files provided with assistance from
Justin Radford, NPS Harpers Ferry Center






