
A B O U T  Y O U R  V I S I T

The m o n u m e n t  is w i th in  w a lk in g  d is tance  o f  
d o w n to w n  Sitka , w h e r e  hote l  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  
and  tax i  serv ice  a re  availab le .  The t o w n  can be 
re a c h ed  by sch ed u led  a ir l ine  f ro m  J u n eau ,  and  
is a p o r t  o f  call  on th e  A laska M a r in e  H ig h w a y  
system .

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

Sitka N a t io n a l  M o n u m e n t  is a d m in is te re d  by 
th e  N a t io n a l  Park  S erv ice , U.S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
the  In te r io r .

The N a t io n a l  Park  S ystem , o f  w h ic h  th is  a rea  is 
a unit,  is d ed ic a te d  to  c o n serv in g  th e  g re a t  
n atu ra l ,  h is tor ica l,  and  re c re a t io n a l  p laces o f  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  fo r  th e  b en e f i t  and  e n jo y m e n t  
of th e  people .

A s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  w h o s e  add ress  is Box 1 0 8 9 ,  
J u n eau ,  A laska 9 9 8 0 1 ,  is in im m e d ia te  c h a rg e  of 
th e  m o n u m e n t .

For in fo rm at io n  a b o u t  th e  c ra f t  w o rk s h o p s ,  w r i  
to  th e  S u p e rv iso r ,  Indian A r ts  a n d  C ra f ts  Board,  
Box D, S itka , A laska 9 9 8 3 5 .

Sitka
N A T I O N A L  M O N U M E N T .  A L A S K A

T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  IN T E R IO R  -  the
N a t io n 's  p r i n c i p a l  r e s o u r c e  a g e n c y  — has  a 
special o b l iga t ion  to  assure  th a t  o u r  e x p e n d a b le  
reso urces  are  c o n s e rv e d ,  th a t  our- re n e w ab le  
reso urces  a re  m a n a g e d  to  p ro d u c e  o pt im u m  
benefits ,  and  th a t  all reso urces  c o n t r ib u te  to the  
p ro gress  an d  p ro sp e r i ty  o f  th e  U n ited  States ,  
n o w  and in th e  fu tu re .
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S itk a  N a t io n a l  M o n u m e n t  c o m m e m o r a te s  a 
b a tt le  fo u g h t in  1 8 0 4  b e tw e e n  th e  T lin g it Ind ians  
a n d  the  R ussians. The In d ian s  lo s t the  b a ttle , 
th e ir  in d e p e n d e n ce , a n d  g ra d u a lly  m u ch  o f  th e ir  
c u ltu re  a n d  w ay  o f  life . The R ussians w on  an  
o verseas  e m p ire , a so u rc e  o f  fu rs , a n d  a s tro n g -
h o ld  on the  A m e ric a n  c o n tin e n t a g a in s t th e ir  
r iv a ls  fro m  S p a in . Eng land , a n d  N e w  England. 
F ina lly , in 1 8 6 7  the R ussians s o ld  fo r  m o n ey  
w h a t th e y  h a d  b o u g h t w ith  b ra v e ry , b u lle ts , a n d  
b lo od . A laska  b ecam e an A m e ric a n  possession.

The m o n u m e n t, d e s ig n a te d  a  p u b lic  p a r k  in  1 8 9 0  
a n d  a n a t io n a l m o n u m e n t in  1 9 1 0 . p re s e rv e s  a n d  
in te rp re ts  th e  fo r t  a n d  b a tt le  s ite , the to te m ic  
a r t  a n d  c u ltu re  o f  the  natives , a n d  the  h is to ry  
o f  Russia 's  A m e ric a n  a d v e n tu re .

H I S T O R I C A L  S I T K A

Soon a f te r  th e  b att le ,  S itka b ec a m e  th e  f lo u r -
ishing cap ita l  o f  R u ss ia n -A m e r ic a .  U n d e r  the  
a b le  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  A l e x a n d e r  B a r a n o f ,  " N e w  
A rch a n g e l"  te e m e d  w ith  docks , sh ip yard s, and  
w a re h o u s es .  From  the  bay, th e  G o vern o r 's  M a n -
sion, called  "B arano f's  Castle" sat  in hulk ing  
d o m in a n c e  o ve r  th e  to w n .  On shore , th e  o n io n -
shaped  d o m es  o f St. M ich ae l 's  R u ss ian -O rth od ox  
C h u rch  sym b olized  a scene th a t  span ned  tw o  
c u ltu re s .

F E A T U R E S  OF T H E  M O N U M E N T

A self-gu iding tra i l ,  w h ic h  begins beh ind  the  
vis itor c e n te r ,  leads into th e  h ea r t  o f  an A laskan  
fo res t .  A fe w  m in u tes  spent h ere  w il l  g ive you a 
b e t te r  u nd ers ta n d in g  o f  th e  to te m  poles, the  
his tor ica l scene, and  th e  n a tu ra l  e n v iro n m e n t .

T h e  v is i to r  c e n t e r  houses th e  in fo rm a t io n  desk, 
exhib its ,  aud iov isua l ro o m , na t ive  c ra f t  w o r k -
sho p s ,an d  ad m in is tra t ive  o ff ices. Exhibits dep ict  
th e  s to ry  o f  n a t ive  h is tory  and c u l tu re  and d e -
scribe  life  in Sitka w h i le  it w as  a s tro n g h o ld  of  
th e  Russians. Park in te rp re te rs  w il l  be on hand  
to  help you u nd ers ta n d  and  en jo y  y o u r  v is it .

T o t e m  p oles  and  h o u s e  p o s ts :  T h ree  sets of  
ca rv e d  m o n u m e n ts  w e r e  b ro u g h t  to  th e  park  
f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n ;  no  t o t e m  p o le s  w e r e  e v e r  
e re c te d  h ere  by th e  T lingit .

The f i rs t  set consists  o f th e  Fog W o m a n  to tem  
pole and t h e f o u r  house posts on th e  h igh g ro u n d  
abo ve  th e  vis itor c e n te r .  They w e r e  g iven to  the  
G o v e r n o r  o f Alaska in 1901  by C h ief  S o n-I -H art  
o f  th e  Ha ida  Indian v il lage o f  Kasaan.

T h e  second set, sc a tte re d  a long th e  tra i l ,  c o n -
sists o f  13  to te m  poles f ro m  Indian vil lages  
(mostly  Haida) n ear  Ketch ikan. T h ey  w e re  col- WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE IN 1966.

l e c te d fo r t h e  Alaska exh ib it  a t t h e  St. Louis Expo-
sition in 1 9 0 4  and  w e re  also exh ib ited  a y e a r  later  
at  th e  Lewis and  C lark  Exposit ion in P o rt land .

The  last set w as  b ro u g h t  to  the  p ark  fo r  display  
in th e  v is ito r  c e n te r .  It  consists  o f  7 house posts  
in th e  lo b b y  and  th e  hou se  f r o n t  on th e  porch ,  
all m ad e  in Sitka by T lin g it  art ists . The o ldest  of  
th e m  may h ave been  carv e d  in th e  1 8 60 's ;  th e  
n e w e s t  w as  c o m p le te d  in 1 9 0 4 .

ST. MICHAEL'S CATHEDERAL, BUILT IN THE 1840's,



S i tk a  B a t t le g r o u n d ,  n ear  the  m o u th  of Indian  
River,  is th e  site o f  th e  T lingit-R ussian  bat t le  in 
1 8 0 4 .  Broad t ida l f la ts  se p a ra te  th e  Russian  
a n c h o ra g e  f ro m  th e  T ling it  fo r t .  T h e  fo r t ,  14  
sh e lte rs  w i th  a palisade o f  y o u n g  t re e  t ru nks ,  
o cc u p ied  th e  c lear ing  u n d e r  t h e  t rees ,  n o w  o u t -
l in e d  b y  w h i t e  s ta k e s .  A f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  th e  
Russians b u rn ed  th e  ab a n d o n e d  fo r t .  A r c h e -
o logists  fo u n d  th e  c h a r re d  logs w h e n  th e y  ex -
c a vated  th e  old w a ll  in 1 9 5 8 .

THE LAST RUSSIAN BLOCKHOUSE


