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Context:
AU-154 was discovered in late March of 1976 as part of a systematic survey

undertaken by the Laboratory of Archaeology of the Universit
of Virginia (MclLearen 1976),

One two meter test square excavated to a depth of 40 cm., in the Summer of
1976 produced 2,157 artifacts including two diagnostic points--a Halifax
like base of late Middle Archaic vintage and a Late Archaic Savannah River

base. These establish a minimal time range for AU-154 of betweem 3000 and
1000 B,C. N

Today AU-154 1is densely forested with secondary growth and artifacts are

detectable around the bases of trees where ronts have brought them to the
surface

Enviraonment:

Archaeglogical Investagations:

In addition_to the small number of artifacts recovered —
_in March, 1976, 2,157 stone artifacts were found in the two
meter test square excavated that summer., That square was excavated in four
arbitrar¥ ten cm. levels to a depth of 40 cm., and all backdirt sieved

through 7 inch mesh screen., A site density of 1,348 artifacts per cubic
meter was calculated from that single test sguare.

Quartzite comprised 90.4% of the stone tools and debitage recovered, while
red jasper accounted for a surprising 7.9% with quartz and greenstone

making up the balance. It is thought that the high fregquency of red jasper
is partly explained by a nearby saurce“

. not explain the absence of jasper a
M The
demonstrated chronological variation in the use of red jasper in the nearby
Shenandoah Valley suggests that it is most frequently used in Paleo Indian
times. DUespite the present dating of AU-154 ta late Middle-lLate Archaic

times, it is possible that the site is appreciably older and perhaps extends
into the Paleo Indian epoch.




[3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE .- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREMISTORIC  XARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _ RELIGION
1400.1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW _ SCIENCE
1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _ UTERATURE _SCULPTURE
.1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION __MIUTARY __SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN
1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING _MUSIC _ THEATER
1800-1899 __COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
1900. __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIEV
_INVENTION

PECIFIC DATES 1late Middle-Late BUILDER/ARCHITECT 11/

Archaic

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The archaeological significance of AU-154 is indicated by a number of factors:

(1) The high frequency of red jasper is unique in the Park (with the possible
exception of WR-103). This may suggest an early, Paleo Indian component

at the site which, given the low altitude and proximity to the Shenancdoah
Valley, is a solid pos+<ibility. A second explanation could involve the
proximity of jasper outcropings, but is puzzling in light of the absznce

of the resource even at the nearby site of AU-158. The discontinuity in
lithic resource utilization is one of the more intriguing problems posed by
any site in the Blue Ridge.

(2) The existence of abundant comparative data from other —sites
[including two --AU-158 and AU-167--nominated for the National Register)
allows an almost unparalleled opportunity to investigate the effects of
altitude on prehistoric adaptive strategies on the western face of the
mountains. '

(3) Analysis of the AU-154 tool assemblage indicates a functionally varied
site with high artifact density. There is good reason to believe that it
was a staging ground for seasonal movement into the Bjue Ridge in Archaic
times and thus stands between Valley and upland sites in any comparative
scheme that might be proposed by future researchers, contrasting valley to
montane sites.

(4) The size and richness of AU-154 linked to its limited sampling suggest
that future investigations would provide a greater number of chronological
indicators and the length of time over which the site was used during the
prehistoric era.

W, such an important
site needs strong protection and will serve as a resource for future
generations of scientists should the destruction of Valley sites gontinue
at 1ts present rate.
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Archaeological Investigations:

Analysis of the lithic industry revealed a functionally diversified site.
Artifact manufacture is attested by 302 cortex flakes (14.0% of the
industry) and 18 cores and core remnants (0.8%). Although most flakes

were over 2 cm, long (795-~36.9%), a relatively high frequency of micro-
flakes (563--26.1%) indicates that the final finishing and/or resharpening
of tools took place at AU-154. Because 146 (6.7%) flakes in the assemblage
were utilized, it is apparant that much so-called waste was used for a
variety of tasks, including food processing and wood and bone working.

Only 37 or 1.7% of the artifacts found were finished core tools or bifaces
and 16 of these were unidentifiable. Even the 21 remaining specimens
showed discernible functh%al specialization. Microscopic analysis might
prove useful if funds were available in the future. Knives (7), scrapers
(6),and projectile points (7) were the dominant traditional types and
reflect a hunting emphasis, Two unutilized, unfinished bifaces repre-
sent an intermediate stage of tool manufacture, while two chipped stone
axes attest woodworking and, perhaps, forest clearance,

Intrust ans and Data Limitations:

Although no plow scars were found in the test square, the cross-mending
of broken artifacts suggests some disturbance of the site, probably by
light, horse drawn plows, No historic structures were found

orizontal clustering oOT ma 1al
is indicated by surface concentrations around the bases of certain trees,
but large scale excavations and piece plotting (cf., AU-167) would be re-
quired to test this observation properly.



