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Alternatives Summary for Comprehensive Management Plan, Selma to 
Montgomery National Historic Trail 

After reading the attached brochure, I thought everyone should have an opportunity to see 
this outstanding example of work by our own staff and the park. Planning and future 
development of the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail is a major priority for 
the National Park Service and the Soullieast Region. 

This is one of the more difficult planning projects that NPS has attempted due to the 
volatility of the issues, interpretation of the history of the march and voting rights 
movement, agencies, and personalities involved. A very unique aspect of the project 
involves the U.S. Department of Transportation designation of the trail route along U.S. 
Highway 80 as a National Scenic Byway and All-American Road. The Alabama 
Department of Transportation is, therefore, involved in the administration ofthis 
program. In such a situation, the effectiveness of how we communicate information and 
ideas to the public becomes even more important than usual. The Alternatives Summary 
is a notewo1ib,y example of the type of creativity our personnel are capable of, especially 
when we pu1.1 .Jgether the resources and talents of our various divisions and parks. 

The team responsible for the project includes Project Manager Rick McCollough, 
Resource Education Specialist John Beck, Historians Jill Hanson, Christy Trebellas, and 
Barbara Tagger, Landscape Architect Tim Bemisderfer, Willie Madison, General 
Superintendent, Central Alabama Group, and Lee Edwards, Superintendent, Selma to 
Montgomery National Historic Trail. Tim Bermisderfer prepared the design and camera­
ready layout for the brochure. 
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Introduction 
Fall 1999 

Dear Friends of Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail, 

On November 12, 1996, the U.S. Congress established the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail (NHT) 
through an amendment to the National Trails System Act (PL 104-333). Beginning at Brown Chapel AME Church in 
Selma, Alabama, the trail follows the route of the March 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights march, traveling 
through Lowndes County along U.S. Highway 80, and ending at the Alabama State Capitol in Montgomery. The legis­
lation creating the trail directs the National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Department of the Interior, to complete a Com­
prehensive Management Plan (CMP) to guide trail management, visitor use, resource protection, and facility development. 
This brochure provides the public with the opportunity to review and comment on trail treatment issues prior to the 
development of the CMP. 

A chief function of the CMP will be to build upon previous work completed by the Alabama Department of Trans­
portation (ALDOT) for the Selma to Montgomery National Scenic Byway/ All-American Road, designations awarded 
to the route of the voting rights march by the U.S. Department of Transportation. ALDOT initiated work on a master 
plan for the road in 1997, requesting input from the public on the commemoration and interpretation of sites associ­
ated with the march. The draft master plan was released for public review and comment in the spring of 1999. Based 
on the findings of the ALDOT master plan, NPS has developed several alternative treatments for the march route that 
seek to unify the distinct goals of the National Historic Trail, National Scenic Byways, and All-American Road pro­
grams. These alternatives present ideas for management, use, and development of the march route, including possible 
options for the protection of historic resources, interpretation of the march story, visitor use of the trail, and devel­
opment of tourism in the area. 

This brochure presents the alternatives for treatment of the NHT along with a brief history of the Selma to Mont­
gomery voting rights march and preliminary interpretive themes. The history provides a summary of the events imme­
diately preceding the Selma to Montgomery voting rights march, the march itself, and a brief analysis of the impacts 
and aftermath of the march. The potential story to be told is much broader than the limited information provided 
here, however, and NPS plans to conduct an extensive amount of research in the future to ensure the history docu­
mented is as accurate and complete as possible. The interpretive themes identify the messages to be conveyed to visi­
tors about the history of the march and drive the content, design, and production of exhibits, publications, and other 
media used to tell the march story. 

NPS seeks public review and comment on the alternatives, history, and interpretive themes presented in this bro­
chure. The alternatives reflect comments gathered through meetings held with NHT friends groups in Selma, Lowndes 
County, and Montgomery, and the NHT Citizens Advisory Council, a group of volunteer trail advisors appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior. Government agencies, including the Federal Highway Administration, ALDOT, the Ala­
bama Historical Commission, and others, also provided input to the alternatives. 

Sincerely, 

~f.J 
Willie C. Madison 
Superintendent 
Selma to Montgomery NHT 

~~~v 
Planning Project Manager 
Southeast Regional Office, NPS 

Dr. Frederick D. Reese 
Chairman, Selma to Montgomery NHT 
Citizens Advisory Council 

Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail lmtlifi@il!.!.I 
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The civil rights movement and the concept of 
nonviolent protest and change 

Individuals in communit ork1n r 
the common good 
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND 
THE CONCEPT OF NONVIOLENT 
PROTEST AND CHANGE 
The civil rights movement is one part of the 
story of centuries of struggle by African 
Americans for equal participation in American 
society. Thousands of ordinary people worked 
to mobilize and sustain the civil rights 
movement. Using tools such as grassroots 
organizing and mass protests, activists 
carefully planned and executed movement 
events. A legacy of activism and protest in 
the black belt of Alabama fueled civil rights 
organizing in the area. The Selma to 
Montgomery marchers remained true to the 
tradition of nonviolent civil disobedience, 
gaining the "high ground" to make their 
demands known to their community and 
nation. In the end, the Selma to Montgomery 
voting rights march became a landmark event 
in the long history of the civil rights movement 
in the United States. The modern civil rights 
movement and its use of nonviolent protest 
stood as an example for other democratic 
movements (Vietnam War opposition, the 
women's rights movement, and others). As 
our national experience evolves, people who 
continue to question authority and fight for 
change through nonviolent means build on 
the legacy of the movement. 

THE VOTING RIGHTS MARCH OF 1965 
The Selma to Montgomery voting rights march 
of 1965 was a civil rights protest that brought 
profound change to the political and social 
fabric of the American experience. The 
marchers moved the issue of voting rights to 
the forefront of the political and legislative 
agenda in the United States. The march and 
the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
generated both positive and negative results 
for the communities involved including an in­
crease in voter registration, the organization 
of the Black Panther Party, the displacement 
of African-American tenant farmers who ex­
ercised the right to vote, and the out-migra­
tion of whites ,who feared increasing 
African-American political power. Today, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 continues to shape 

20 Themes Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail 

the pattern of our national experience in re­
sponse to the changing characteristics of our 
citizens. 

WINNING THE VOTE 
A little more than a generation ago, voting 

rights activists saw the right to vote not only 
as a privilege of American citizenship, but as 
a powerful tool to use in the future to cor­
rect race-based inequities in American soci­
ety. In order to gain the right to vote, 
movement participants paid a high price, risk­
ing their jobs, families, homes, and lives. 
Racists and segregationists used legal power, 
tradition, and often violence to halt the ef­
forts of activists. The cost, value, and meaning 
of each individual's responsibility to fully par­
ticipate in the election process is exemplified 
in the story of the 1965 voting rights move­
ment. The irony of the story rests in the in­
difference many Americans display toward the 
democratic ideal of voting. 

INDIVIDUALS IN COMMUNITY 
WORKING FOR THE COMMON GOOD 
The people and events associated with the 
Selma to Montgomery march embrace the 
concept that courageous and committed in­
dividuals, acting through local communities 
for a common goal, can bring vast change to 
the social and political fabric of American 
society. The civil rights activists knew they 
were not just protesting for themselves, but 
for the rights of others within their commu­
nities and for future generations. Group par­
ticipation took many forms, but generally 
started at the local level. Women participated 
in groups and as individuals, filling the ranks 
for protest activities as well as leading local, 
state, and national-level civil rights organi­
zations. Labor unions and employee groups 
risked being fired from their jobs by partici­
pating in and leading movement protests. 
Churches and church groups played a major 
role in recruiting movement activists and hous­
ing activities such as mass meetings. Students 
and youth provided energy, dedication, and 
idealism, as they led and sustained movement 
organizations. 
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a. 
The March Route 

VOTI G 

Al er ive A ell he o of the voting rights march as 
defined by the events which occurred between March 7 
and March 25, 1965 in Dallas. Lowndes and Montgomery 
counties. Alabama. 

Alternative B builds on story included in A mat1ve A providing 
i at1on on the broader 1965 eff to g oting rights by the African-
American community in Dallas. L;o nd Montgomery counties. and 
he ci y o Marion, Alabama, pri r o a uring the march period. The 

a to Montgomery mare a e he successful march from Selma 
rid impacts of the march in Dallas. 

un ies will also be e · ed for visitors . 

• 
el a to Montgomery Voting Rights March 

The American Civil Rights Movement 
Alternative C includes the stories presented in Alternat1v A and B and 
provides a national focus by interpreting the evolution of itizenship 
rights in the United States. African-American efforts to achieve voting 
rights at the local, state, and national levels would be discussed in the 
context of the civil rights movement and the larger national experience. 
including efforts in the cities of Marion and Tuskegee Alabama. 
Providing such his oncal context would help visitors understand that 
the Selma to Montgomery march. rather than being an isolated event. 
was integral o the African-American quest for civil rights and the 
evolution of American democracy. 
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The Ma ch Route 
Alternative A tells the story of the voting rights march as 

defined by the events which occurred between March 7 and 
March 25, 1965 in Dallas Lowndes and Montgomery 

counties Alabama. 

• 

Profile 

Trail Character 
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• a se'H1u1a ng p easurnote Cr e for mo onsis 
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Selma / Dallas County 
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Lown County I Tent City 
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SELMA TO MONTGOMER' 
VOTING RIGHTS MARCH 0 19 6 5 

Alternative B builds on the story included in Alternative A 
providing informa ion on the broader 1965 efforts to gain 

voting rights by the African-American community in Dallas, 
Lowndes and Montgomery coun ies and the city of Marion, 
Alabama prior to and during the march period . The Selma to 

Montgomery march attempts the successful march from 
Selma to Mont ornery and the results and impacts of the 

march in Dallas Lowndes, and Montgo ery counties will also 

Pron le 
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Vi ltor Experience 
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Alterna ive C includes the s orie presented in 
Atte natives A anet B and provides a na ional focus by 
interpreting the evolution of citizenship rights in the 

United States. African-American effort to achieve voting 
righ s at he local tate , and national levels would be 

discussed in the context of the civil rights movement an 
the larger national experience including efforts in he 

citie of Marion and Tus egee Alabam . Providing such 
his orical con ext would help visi ors u der and the 

elma to Montgomery march rather h n being an 
isolated event, integral to the African-American ques 
for civil rights and the evolution of American democracy 
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