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what prompted them and identify differences of opinion.
Especially beginning with the George Wright era,
resource management issues were often strongly debated
within the Service. Personal expressions by key players
can reveal alternative perspectives and illuminate the
mindsets of the Service’s leaders. Gathering these view-
points has required in-depth research into the writings of
a great variety of individuals inside and outside the
Service over seven decades.

The National Archives in Washington holds a collection
of dusty archival boxes containing Park Service docu-
ments which total about 2,500 linear feet—nearly one-half
mile. Alas, this collection covers only up through part of
Conrad Wirth's directorate (1951-64). A voluminous
amount of subsequent material is found in the
Washington National Records Center in Suitland, MD.
Fortunately, these collections can be separated and called
up by file codes according to functions or topics. Yet for
the researcher interested in the period from 1916 to the
recent past, this presents a truly formidable task—the nec-
essary first sniff of the two thousand pound marshmal-
low.,

The record collection in the Park Service library at
Harpers Ferry Center is much smaller, but materials there
are far easier to get at than are the documents at the
National Archives and Suitland. Assisted by a helpful
staff, | found these records another major source of infor-
mation. Other valuable collections for specific periods are
at the Yale University Library, the Pennsylvania State
Archives, the Denver Public Library, and the Bancroft
Library and the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at the
University of California, Berkeley.
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Record collections in national parks are another matter.
Many are nonexistent; many others are poorly cared for,
some being managed by part-time, untrained help. I often
found it difficult to get information on park holdings
before traveling to the parks. Most park staffs made
earnest efforts to assist my research endeavors; the librari-
an and historian at Yosemite particularly come to mind.

Despite the Yosemite staff's very good work, that park’s
records badly need attention, as do Yellowstone’s. If
Yosemite and Yellowstone are national and international
treasures, hallmarks of one of America’s most high-mind-
ed aspirations, surely their collections documenting the
national park movement are themselves treasures deserv-
ing the utmost attention and care. Overall, the records sit-
uation gives clear and irrefutable evidence that the Park
Service, which prides itself in presenting major historic
sites to the American people, has not taken sufficient
pride in its own history to develop a professional records
program.

Believing that my topic, combining national parks and
ecological issues, is potentially of broad interest, | am
attempting to write for both Park Service readers and for
the general public. I am seeking to be soundly analytical
and to take full advantage of my “academic freedom” to
record and interpret history as | believe the sources war-
rant. So far, even though numerous Park Service readers
have reviewed completed chapter drafts, there have been
no efforts whatsoever to suppress unflattering findings or
interpretations. As a result, publication by an academic or
commercial press now seems quite likely, and | am hope-
ful that the Service’s considerable investment in this pro-
ject will be rewarded with a widely distributed product.

Dick Sellars is a historian in the NPS Southwest Regional Office.
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