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Large format photographs by Daniel R. Pratt, March 2017

Scale stick in photographs is 4 feet long.

NE-47-1 CONTEXT VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER FROM
SOUTH OVERLOOK, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

NE-47-2 CONTEXT VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER FROM
EAGLE ROCK TUNNEL, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST.

NE-47-3 ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER,
SOUTHWEST (MAIN) FACADE, EXTERIOR, LOOKING NORTHEAST.

NE-47-4 OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER, NORTHWEST
AND SOUTHWEST TOWER ELEVATIONS, EXTERIOR, LOOKING
EAST.

NE-47-5 ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER MAIN
ENTRANCE ON SOUTHWEST (MAIN) FACADE, EXTERIOR, LOOKING
NORTHEAST.

NE-47-6 OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER NICHE NEAR

MAIN ENTRANCE ON SOUTHWEST (MAIN) FACADE, EXTERIOR,
LOOKING EAST.

NE-47-7 OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EAVES ON
SOUTH CORNER OF TOWER ROOF, EXTERIOR, LOOKING UP AND
NORTH.

NE-47-8 OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER FIRST FLOOR

EAVES, ADJACENT TO MAIN ENTRANCE ON SOUTHWEST (MAIN)
FACADE, EXTERIOR, LOOKING UP AND NORTH.

NE-47-9 OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER SOUTHWEST
(MAIN) FACADE OF SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, EXTERIOR, LOOKING
NORTHWEST.
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OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER WALL AND
FOUNDATION DETAIL, SOUTH CORNER OF SOUTHWEST (MAIN)
FACADE, EXTERIOR, LOOKING NORTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER PARTITION
WALL NORTHWEST ELEVATION, EXTERIOR, LOOKING SOUTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER SOUTHEAST
PORTION OF NORTHEAST (REAR) ELEVATION, EXTERIOR,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER
SOUTHEAST PORTION OF NORTHEAST (REAR) ELEVATION,
PROJECTION BOOTH, AND OUTDOOR THEATER, EXTERIOR,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER NORTHWEST
PORTION OF NORTHEAST (REAR) ELEVATION, PROJECTION
BOOTH, AND OUTDOOR THEATER, EXTERIOR, LOOKING WEST-
SOUTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER OFFICE
ENTRANCE ON NORTHEAST (REAR) ELEVATION, EXTERIOR,
LOOKING WEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER
SOUTHEAST ELEVATIONS IN REAR OF BUILDING, EXTERIOR,
LOOKING WEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER
NORTHEAST ELEVATION OF NORTH EXHIBIT EXTENSION OF
BUILDING, EXTERIOR, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER ENTRANCE
ON NORTHWEST ELEVATION AND TOWER, EXTERIOR, LOOKING
SOUTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LIGHT
FIXTURE NEAR ENTRANCE ON NORTHWEST ELEVATION,
EXTERIOR, LOOKING EAST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER ENTRANCE
ON NORTHWEST ELEVATION AND TOWER, EXTERIOR, LOOKING
SOUTH.
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ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER ENTRANCE
ON NORTHWEST ELEVATION AND TOWER, EXTERIOR, LOOKING
SOUTHEAST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LOBBY,
INTERIOR, LOOKING WEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LOBBY,
INTERIOR, LOOKING EAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LOBBY
CHANDELIER, INTERIOR, LOOKING UP AND SOUTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER FRONT
OFFICE, INTERIOR SOUTHWEST AND NORTHEAST WALLS,
LOOKING WEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER FRONT
OFFICE, HALLWAY TO NORTHWEST BUILDING ENTRANCE,
EMPLOYEE RESTROOM, AND WEST BASEMENT DOOR, LOOKING
NORTHEAST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER FRONT
OFFICE, INTERIOR NORTHEAST AND SOUTHEAST WALLS AND
STAIRS TO SECOND FLOOR TOWER OFFICE, LOOKING EAST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EMPLOYEE
RESTROOM, INTERIOR NORTHEAST AND SOUTHEAST WALLS,
LOOKING EAST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LOBBY
EXTENSION, REAR OFFICE DOORS ON NORTHEAST WALL
INTERIOR, LOOKING SOUTH TOWARDS MAIN ENTRANCE DOOR.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL IN LOBBY EXTENSION: “SCOTTS BLUFF ON THE OREGON
TRAIL,” LOOKING SOUTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER CLOSET
AND GUEST REGISTER AREA, INTERIOR, LOOKING NORTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER NORTH
EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING NORTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER NORTH
EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST.
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ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “FOSSILS AND THE EMIGRANTS,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING NORTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “LIFE ON THE ANCIENT PLAINS,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING NORTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “HOW THE BLUFFS WERE FORMED,” NORTH EXHIBIT
ROOM, LOOKING NORTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “SKULL OF TITANOTHERE,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING NORTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “WILDLIFE SEEN BY EMIGRANTS,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING SOUTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “THE FIRST WHITE MEN AT SCOTTS BLUFF,” NORTH
EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING SOUTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “THE TRAGEDY OF HIRAM SCOTT,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING SOUTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “WHEELS ACROSS THE PLAINS,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING SOUTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “THE MORMON TRAIL,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
SOUTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “SETTING THE STAGE,” NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER REAR
OFFICE, LOOKING EAST. (CORNER OFFICE DOOR ON LEFT AND
BASEMENT DOOR ON RIGHT IN BACKGROUND.)

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER REAR
OFFICE, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST. (DOOR TO LOBBY
EXTENSION IN BACKGROUND.)
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VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER CORNER OFFICE,
LOOKING EAST.

VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING EAST-SOUTHEAST.

VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “THE MORMON TRAIL,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
NORTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “PASSING OF THE FRONTIER,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING NORTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “SCOTTS BLUFF AND THE 49ERS,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING NORTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “OX TEAM TO ‘IRON HORSES,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM,
LOOKING NORTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “LIFE ON THE TRAIL,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
NORTHEAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “ANCIENT MAN,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “MOUNTED HUNTERS OF THE PLAINS,” SOUTH EXHIBIT
ROOM, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “THE AMERICAN FUR COMPANY’S POSTS,” SOUTH EXHIBIT
ROOM, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “MITCHELL PASS,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST.
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ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “ROBIDOUX,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
SOUTHWEST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT
PANEL: “THE OREGON TRAIL,” SOUTH EXHIBIT ROOM, LOOKING
NORTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER THEATER,
INTERIOR NORTHEAST AND SOUTHEAST WALLS, LOOKING EAST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER TOWER
OFFICE, INTERIOR NORTHWEST AND NORTHEAST WALLS,
LOOKING NORTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LIBRARY,
INTERIOR SOUTHEAST AND SOUTHWEST WALLS, BASEMENT,
LOOKING SOUTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER LIBRARY,
INTERIOR NORTHWEST AND NORTHEAST WALLS, BASEMENT,
LOOKING NORTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER STORAGE
ROOM AND HALLWAY, INTERIOR SOUTHWEST WALL, BASEMENT,
LOOKING SOUTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER HALLWAY,
INTERIOR WALLS, BASEMENT, LOOKING EAST.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER STORAGE
ROOM, BASEMENT, LOOKING NORTHWEST.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER KITCHEN AND
DINING ROOM, BASEMENT, LOOKING SOUTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER NORTHWEST
ROOM, INTERIOR NORTHWEST AND NORTHEAST WALLS,
BASEMENT, LOOKING NORTH.

OBLIQUE VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER NORTHWEST
ROOM, INTERIOR SOUTHEAST BRICK WALL (SHOWING DOOR TO
ARCHIVAL STORAGE ROOM), BASEMENT, LOOKING SOUTH.

ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER ARCHIVAL
STORAGE ROOM, INTERIOR, BASEMENT, LOOKING SOUTHWEST.
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NE-47-71 ELEVATION VIEW OF SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER ARCHIVAL
STORAGE ROOM, INTERIOR, BASEMENT, LOOKING NORTHEAST.



Photograph Key 21 SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER
HABS NE-47
Index to Photographs (Page 8)

4 n® A20

| [ ] [ ] [[ ]
33
PN P S -~ A‘
34 35 36 37
5 429
g 6 NORTH EXHIBIT ROOM Q7
i [ A g —
‘ 22 18
L latwy ¢ v ¥
8\

58 49 a3
A A‘ > “
— 59 —

w
e REAR s OUTDOOR THEATER
— S — OFFICE
2
» [ G651 I
L 5 |
— » —
o
5 Q 52
— | CORNER
|| ] OFFICE
<454 53)p
i
]
° Q3
THEATER -~
—
I PROJECTION Al
BOOTH
Y12 Yia
10V
I
=]
Qoo
« * |
’ k{‘ 0 ACCESSIBLE
P RESTROOMS
\m e
| e‘ FIRST FLOOR PLAN
SECOND FLOOR

(TOWER) PLAN



Photograph Key

UNEXCAVATED %
S
>
oy -
65 A9
% A 4 L oo U k67
a 66 8
> |
> i /
© DINING | | KITCHEN| |71 ARCHIVAL STORAGE 470
L T
/ UTILITIES
] Tea
k62
LIBRARY | BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN
63% —
UNEXCAVATED

SCOTTS BLUFF VISITOR CENTER

HABS NE-47

Index to Photographs (Page 9)







'I_.-Hi1"

™

&'I-h.










EEERAAAAAAA AAAAAAN Aé’AA‘AAA







8s NE-HT7- 4

)



















4

L=l TN SR W
4







B-LF-DN STNH







VVV/ VSR VY \.vu e

MWWV

AW

A :
e R

T







O/-Lkh-3N S2VH







£
-



















MO0 ) Y
RSOOOCORN OGNS

MAAAAAAAS ANANAY

b
|y
i~
8§ J
ot
)
P
"))







A







1 00666
AAAAAA










A
















MAAVAAA MAAVVAAA

Y
VWV







NANANAY
Y "4
WaTaTa%aTa%aly v

O f A (/A AN/ / i/ AA/
ANAANANAN DANAAAAAANS WYATATATATAYAY







ai—

il

NATIONAL
SERVICE

-47-22

HARS NE

it
























~ T\ 9Z-LH-2N SBYH







LZ-Lh-3p SaVH
~

TR ST T Y

A
EMERGENCY
= 2







BZ -L¢ BN SAYY

RAPID Comfort













O -Lh-3N SAYH_

SCOTTS BLUFF

on the Oregon Trail

A

Between 1841 and 1869, more than
250,000 men, women and children
passed within sight of these bluffs in the
massive trek West.

jown and show
t the front desk

Scotts Bluff was a memorable land-
mark on the Oregon Trail. Today it
is a National Monument recalling
the courage and enterprise of the
covered wagon emigrants.
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Was o small fleet-footed, light-bodied
sceros well suited for life on the grassy ploins. 3
Were cud-chewing animols with resem-

@ sheep and a pig. They roomed the
 herds.

s was about

+ Hoplophoneu
konrd.mth .m‘:‘ neck and legs

$)flesh-eaters was the powerful-jowed
TR oo mbiod modern” HysfmteH
Africa.

An ancestral three-toed.
was about as big as a collie dog
vived by speed and ogility.







The plains were b
down by rivers 30 to40 million years ago from uj
Winds blew ash and dust from volcanoes for to the w
what is now the Rocky Mountain region

- e

P

>~
B, C e

BLUFES
WERE FORMED

These bluffs are the remnants of a once
continuous Great Plain

high table~

TION
CREEK FORMA
Es(cne, hard: pipy concretiors)
Miocene

MONRO

(soft san:

GERING FORMATION
(soft sandstone)
Oligocene

VOLCANIC ASH LAYERS

are found throughout the Bluff.

BRULE FORMATION
Ofigocene

HRABS NE-H47-26
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YOn the eighth (June) we saw for the first
time a grizzly bear, a large fierce, for-
midable ~animal ..

Ferria journal

Pronghorn

“On the ISth of June one of our party killed

an antelope ....perhaps the fleetest animal in
the world except the gazelle
Peter H.Burnet?, /843

“Shot +wo prairie dogs. Jim killed a hare

seen by emigrants

The travelers' journals tell of many an-
imals now rare or vanished from the
plains.

Pricktepoppy

“A beautiful white flower resembling

‘the poppy grew here,upon alow plant, the

leaves of which were armed with prickles.”
.Quinn Thornton, 1846

In 1845, J# Carleton mistook

and a ratflesnake. They were all capital an avacer for o <u

cating, not excepting the snake.”

Henry J. Coke

*The prickly pear covers the ground here to
the extent that we are frequently compelled to
with our spades space to erect our
ot being particularly agreeable to the
seat of honor to sit down on the long sharp thoms”

£.5.Ingalls

YA curlew was shot by one of the gentlemen
today, which belonged to @ species different
from any we had ever seen before. It was quite
as large' as the Spanish curlew, or sickle bill,
but had a browh head, white body,black wings
and blue legs.

*| have seen the Bighorns, or Rocky, moun-
tain sheep. Passing fhrough a narrow
gorge they were....peeping of us from
Fheir ur\apprauchuble ‘towers.”
Anderson

*..deer and elk (were) in great numbers along

the streams and in the hills where timber grew...”

Sarah A. Wisner, 1866

*Wolves, like policemen, are numerous enough,
unless you particularly want to find ore.”
Henry J. Coke

“There were many different classes of wolves
(one) a large, long-legged wolf....always being
found near the herds of buffalo and was a
constant menace to the calves.”

L. Dow Stephens, 1849

*1 now allude to the prevolence of Toads
in this region which are adorned with
a tail and a pair of horns.”

Owen C. Coy
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TWHITE MEN af Scotts Bluf+

en fur traders, the first whites known
ave seen Scotts Bluff, passed here on
Day, 1812.

lumbia Rb
become the Oregen Trai

In 1823 Ashley’s +roppers, forced from the upper Missouri
by Indians, rediscovered the Platte River roure. It led fo
South Pass, key crossing of the Rockies
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ublets

was wounded too badly
Yo continue on horseback

Facts concerning Hiram
Scott’s death are not
known. The illustrated
legend presented here
is but one of many sto-
ries of the tragedy.

o detailed +
cott downs:

wo men o

r

Scoftwas employedby Gen. William H. Ashley’s
Rocky Mountain Fur Company.

Here are a few of the countless
variations of the story:

Hat «_fuo yoans
name of Sootl
from puriuing

Lewis F. Crawford

np deauty
/ hithen alone
Cemporarny mesiden
enjeyeng the nanced sumeels
lbecame the proy of seck.

b and pasped dis Lflicmar

Rufus B. Sage

Following spring Subleties hunt- g
e found Seotva skeleten: By facis cott wes sicped with o disease
Sgreement the great bluffs became % 5
2 manument Yo Scotts memery rendened Aim Aepless. The
with him loft him on @ boat.

ported that Siott hod did

Edwin Bryant







LS CROSS THE PLAINS

shley sent a wheeled cannon up the

Ashley's 4-pounder pioneered o vehicle trail west for the
wagens that Followed

letter

rst wagons
shadow-
next decade.













scientists

With Nathaniel Wyeth’s
caravan in 1834 were John
Townsend and Thomas Nuttall,
+he first naturalists over the
trail

SETTING THE

When wagons went west, men of many
callings joined the ‘traders anid Spav.e d s
way for the great migrations 4o follo W

Townsend’s warbler
Also with Wyeth’s caravan was
Lee, above, and his brother, Danie

Methodist missionaries/#6 Oregor

missionaries

artist

Presbyterian missionary Mareus Whitman
scouted the Oregon country in i835
The next+ year he and ReviHenry Spalding
brought their wives wes+! They were the
first white women +o see Scotts Bluff

Father Pierre Jean De Smet
went with Ardrew Drips’
expedition to the last of
the fur trade rendezvous

In 1838,August Johann Sutter,
aSwiss, followed fhe Trail
west. On his California rane

in 1840. This Jesuit wos
to become one of rhe Wests
greatest reporters
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The Mormon Trail

Some 47,000 “saints” made their way across the
plains between 1847 and 1868. To avoid un-
friendly “gentiles,” they followed the north bank
of the Platte River to Fort Laramie.

Mormon's-Eye-View of Scotts Bluff
The “soints"" usually camped on the north side of the river
across from these bluffs. Frequently, they came over fo
explore them.

In 1847, their leader, Brigham Young, led the
10 the Great Salt Loke, then in Mexican ferritory. Ther

Mormons prospered. TR

pekriee

The Mormon Mail Rider
Between 1847 and 1850 the Mormons
conducted o private mail service between Grave of Rebecca Winfers
St Lake City and their Winter Quarters Mormon pioneers suffered many hardships. The
(present-day Omaha) over the Mormon Trail grave of Rebecca Winters, who died of cholera
Letters were carried on mule back. in 1852, lies near the old Mormon Trai east of
the city of Scottsbluf

Handcart Brigade
Many European converts, mostly from England, set out for
the Salt Lake setflements. In 1856, o thousand Mormons
moved west in two *"Handcart Brigades.” In one of the
maior disasters of overland travel, 225 of them perished.







Passing of the Frontier

This buffalo country changed to a land

of cities and rich farms.

Couboy's rope

Cowboy Era

" Honting From the Tron

Extermination of the Buffalo (American Bison)

Between 1860 and 1880 millions of buffalo were slaughtered in the Wes, de- >
priving the Plains Indians of their principal food supply. SR Tt

Cowboys Driving Longhorn Cattle Past Scotts Bluff
#Ballard rifle, weighing 14% pounds,
designed especially for the buffalo In the 1870's many cattle ranches were established in this region.
hunter. This one was also used to Big outfits grazed their animals here or herded them past the
shoot mountain sheep on Scofts

bluffs to the vast ranges of the Northern Plains.
Bluff.

Sharps rifle, 45-90. Hunters fired heavy rifles

like this in the wholesale destruction of the
buffalo.

-
e T

Cinch ring

HABS NE-H7-56
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and the “tders

With the discovery of gold near Sutter’s Mill in 1848, a

wave of ‘“‘miners’’ headed Westward. The Oregon Trail

became the road to California.

In January, 1848, James Marshall
found gold on the American River
in California’s Coloma Valley.

included many women and children.
in a hurry. About 25,000

in@8R; some 35,000 in 1850.

Pewer spoon

Oregon Trail Relics '

49'ers may have lost these objects along the
il or discarded them to lighten their wagons.

the | y. Soid 1o have
been obained in trade in the
1850's from o man returing
East over the Oregon Tral.







OX TEAM TO

East and Far West increased

“IRON HORSE” "

Pony Express

Lo °Y

il
T P Py
Trains of big freight wagons rolled through Mitchell Pass. . e i Stagecoach
Each wagon, hauled by 12 1o 16 oxen or mules, carried about Because of the Civil War the stagecoaches carrying overland
5,000 pounds of goods. il used the central route past Scotts Bluff in 1861. Indion

e s
Pony Express riders, carrying mail between Missouri and California in 8 fo 1 ebion 1862 forid W e e it

days, crossed Scots Bluff through Mitchell Pass.
|

Riders changed horses at the Scofts
BIuff Station. Stations were 10 to 15 felegroph

miles apart. Each rider covered about = The first transcontinental felegraph line crossed Scotts Bluff
45 10 90 miles. - through Mitchell Pass. Completed in October 1861, it doomed
the Pony Express.

Destroying the “Singing

Riders carried  quirt and a revol
Russell, Majors and Waddell
veloped the spectacular Pony.
press to obtain a Govern
subsidy and save 1 igh
business from bankruptcy. The Pony
Express was fast but cosfly. It lasted
18 months.

To the Plains Indians the
wires spoke of troops and
death. They frequently
burned down poles. An
early telegraph station
was located at nearby







The 2,000 mile trip from the Missouri fron-
tier to the Pacific Coast required careful
planning and organization. Crude grave
markers lined the route to the West.

HAZARDS

Life on the trail was not
all hardship. Games,
weddings, “shivarees’
and musical sessions en-
livened spirits.

Along the Oregon Trail (Albert Bierstadt)
The average frain in 1843-1844 contained from
20 to 30 wagons. After that no more than 8 or
10 traveled together. Discipline was more easily
maintained in smaller caravans.

Oregon Trail Guidebook

Guidebooks were faulty.
Reliance on them

brought tragedytes’







ancient man

People have lived in the North Platte Valley

i for 10,000 years.
Neplems

Kiowa Creek, stone poir
bones of a now extinct

of Signal Butte
Sootre Blutt orchen
evidence of four

Many hunting pa







emigrants met

s, the plains tribes be
nded on bison for food, clothing,
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Robidoux did not enjoy a monopoly.

A rlvcl moved into the area.

Second Site, looking toward Scotts Bluff
In 1850 the company moved Fort John to Helvas
Canyon, 8 miles south of here. The new post
stayed until about 1852.

> o o 00 r'a

Fort Laramie
The American Fur Company called this adobe-
walled trading post on the Laramie River Fort
John. When the army bought it in 1849, the
company set up a new "'Fort John'" near Scotts
Bluffs.

Andrew Drips
This experienced “mountain men'”
directed post business. The compony
raded with both Indians and emigronts

Trading Post at Belle Vue, Nebraska
American Fur Company stations here prob-
ably resembled this.

state of rade and future







MITCHELL PASS

and migration of the 185073

After 1850 most wagon trains
crossed these bluffs by a shorter
route through Mitchell Pass,

where you are now.

Firics
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William Webber, May 23, 1852—Michigan

He carved his name on Scotts Bluff on the way
west. It was the peak year when some 50,000
people followed the Oregon Trail through
Mitchell Pass.
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ROBIDOUX:

The Pass
and

the Posts

&
c.on il
NN

The Oregon Trail, until about 1851, turned
away from the river to cross these bluffs
through Robidoux Pass 8 miles southwest
of here.

Antoine Robidoux ran a trading post in the
pass where emigrants could get a few
supplies or repair their wagons and gear.

Objects found at the site of the
first trading post and black-

sm

A

ith shop.
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Fih hook

6.

Robidoux's Second Trading Post,
sketched by a German traveler.

Overwhelmed by the number of
emigrants, Robidoux moved his
post to the more secluded Carter
Canyon about 1851. Soon the
route of the wagon trains shifted
to another pass nearer the river.
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The Oregon Trail

Pioneers took many routes to the West.

Most travelled the central route up the
Platte River. This became the famous

Oregon Trail.

There were two principal branches. One led toward
the Oregon Country, the other to California. The
Mormon Trail paralleled the Oregon Trail, sometimes
merging with it.

; g %
These trails were not always straight
and narrow like this. Frequently miles
in width, they included numerous
cut-offs and alternate routes and
often changed from year to year.
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