John Neilson House(Saratoga National Historic Park] HABS No. NY-3317

Bemis Heights
Stillwater
Saratoga County
New York

A
\\‘:\Le
s
MG =T g 00y
i

Ve

PHOTOGRAPHS
REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRAWINGS
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C, 20240



\"L*h’\.\‘".'.;"‘:a .

e _
S, TR RS
. #
AR
LAY vmrw e N NTT P o -
HISTCRIC Ax ThICAR BUILOINGS SUTVEY (¢ 4% ! )

JCOII NEIISC! RUUTE HABS No. NY-3317
(SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK)
Street address or Locaticn: Zenmis Heights, Stillwater, Sara-
toga Scunt -, Tew York

“resent Oymer: Yatiinal Park Service, U,3. Derartwent of
Intericr, Szratc;a Matlcnal Historical Fark, Stillwater, ., I,

Present (ecurant: Saratogza Maticnal Histerical Park

Pregent Use: Interrretive Exhibit

Brief Ststerent of 3irnificance: (architectural and nistorical)
The Jobn Neilson house is an irvortant landrark for its histor-
iezl associstion and as a tryoe of house now very rare. 3Situated
within the Anerican sntrenchrents on the Saratosza battlefield,

it served as the headguarters for the Generals Foor and Arnold
during the 3aratcza carpaign. 33 a bullding it is representative
cf the early frortler settlerents of the urper Hudson vallaey.

FART T. FISTCRICAL IMFCRMATICL

A, Physical History

1. Criginzl and subsegquent cwners: John Neilson
built and owned the house, By inheritance it nassed to Charles
Neilson, his son; Williar Neilscn, grandson; Charles Neilson,
gregt grandscn, who sold the hcuse to the State of New Yerk in
1926,

2. ‘Date of erecticn: 3etween 1775 and 1777.

3, Architect: Unknown
Builder, Suprliers, etc.: The house was pre-
suredly bullt by the owner, and the buildinz zsterial came
from the nei:hborhocd,

L. QOriginal plans, construction etec.: There are no
known plans of the house and congidering its modest size pre-
sumedly there never were any.

5. Notes on alterations and additi.nsi An addition

was rade to the Neilscn House adjoining the west wall sometime
before 1330. A window was added to the esst wall after the
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addition and before 1848 and the interior was refinished during
the same period. At 2n unknown date before 1280 the original
fireplace was demolisned. In 1295 the house was moved 24 fest
north and the chimey and front porch was demolished, All the
exterior finishes were replaced., In 1926 the house was noved
160 faet scuth to its present location and turned 90° from

south tc west; and cnce more all exterior finishes were replaced,
a new fireplace 2nd chimney was built and the interior finishzs
were revaired,

6, Impertant old views and refsrences: The earliest
view of the house known to exist is a fleld sketch nade oy
Zengor <. Lossinz in 1°48., The sketch is illustrated in Loss-
ing's 3ook "Pi: torial Pield 3ook cf the meveluticn", Harper
3rethars, New Tork, 1851, ‘hotogrzph by unknown author 1889,
Tllustratad in "mhe c1d ~arat0"a and Burgoyne Cannpaign' by
Willisw Cstrander, Schuylerville, N. ¥, 1897, Library of Dorothy
5%bster Schurlerville, H. ¥, Fhotograrh by Jessie ¥, ‘theeler,

Meclianicswville, N, Z. 1“93 in 3aratoga Zaticnzl Historicel Fark
flles. Photograni br E. V, Doublsday, Saratozz Sorin. s in
librarr of Sarestoza Jcuntr Pisterian, Seratogz Srrin-s, M. T,

PART TI. SR IMUTUEAL INFUNOLDIF (fron direct observaticn)
A. General 3tsterent
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3. Wall construction: Frame nogged with baked and
sundrigd brick in a clay mortar.

4. Porches: Ncne. As previously menticned, the
house had a frent porch.

5. Chimmeys: Fieldstcne chimney inside and against
south wall, added in 1927,

6. Openings

&. Doorways and doors: Doors and door itrim are
original. They have no ornamentation.

b. Windows and shutters: Small pane, double-hung,
old style sash, probably replacements. Two
windows out of five have original frame and
trim. Siaple board shutters with exposed cleats.

7. Roof

8. Shape, covering: Gable roof framed without,
ridgepole or tiea. Sheathed with horizantal
boarda and shingled.

b, Cormice, eaves: Box cornice across front and
rear, added in 1927.

¢. Dormers, cupolas: None
C. Technical Description of Interiors

1., Floor Plans:; First floor - Main room 17 X 16-6"
is entered directily frmm the ocutside. A 12' X &' room in leanto
is entered from main roam. Attlic above main room.

2. Steirways: Stair to attic in scuthwest cornmer,
not original.

3. Flooring: Wide unpeinted pine floor boards through-
out.

4. Well and ceiling finish: Main room has plastered wall,
and celling beams were originally exposed. Room in leanto has pine
board sheathing on walls and ceiling.

4. Doorways and doors: Very simple board doors with
exposed cleats.
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INDEX TC PHOTOGRAPHS

John Neilson House HABS No. NY-3317
Bemig Heights

Stillwater

Saratoga County

Charles Hutchins, Photographer  September 10, 1958
NY-3317-1 GENERAL VIEW FROM SQUTHWEST

F. C. Gjessing, Photographer July 22, 1958
NY-3317-2 VIEW FROM NORTHEAST

F. C. Gjessing, Photographer July 21, 1958
NY-3317-3 FIRST FLOOR, SOUTH WALL, EAST SIDE
NY-3317-4 FIRST FLOOR, EAST WALL, NORTH SIDE

NY-3317-5 Photocopy of print (original in Benson Lossing's Pictorial Field
Book of the Revolution, p. 48)

1851
VIEW OF HOUSE IN 1848 (ILLUSTRATIONS AT TOP AND LOWER RIGHT)

NY-3317-6 Photocopy of photograph (Original in collection of Saratoga
County Historical Office, Saratoga Springs)
E. V. Doubleday, Photographer 1893
VIEW FROM THE SOUTH
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NY-3317-1 through NY-3317-6 were formerly transmitted to the Library of Congress.
The following photographs were transmitted as part of the 1992 EODC summer
project.

Jack E. Boucher, Photographer, November 1959

NY-3317-7 PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF WEST (FRONT) AND SOCUTH SIDE
Unknown, Photographer, Date Unknown

NY-3317-8 PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF NORTH (FRONT) AND EAST SIDE
BEFORE RESTORATION

Jack E. Boucher, Photographer, 1961
NY-3317-9 PERSPECTIVE VIEW OF WEST (FRONT) AND SOUTH SIDE
Frank Gjessing, Photographer, August 6, 1958

NY-3317-10 STAIR ELEVATION ON SOUTH WALL WEST OF FIREPLACE
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