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; 4. ATFROX. A0KAOC

mile north of U,5, 60

* ^'^n'^'egiSrio de Abo Mission (Abo State Kcnunent)
S EXACT I.OCATION (ONmlr. MvmMN. Ms*. <*•. tf •• fmd. *kMik m ^tppitmaMrj «m0

Torrance County, 12 miles vest of 7<cvntainoij^^
«. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PNC5EKT OWNER timwt

State of Nev Mexico ________________________ _________________
7. IMPORTANCe AHO OtSmPTMuii  ̂trtift ^ mt

San GregarioJUs^on yas^built at Abo, one of the Salinas pueblos of the 
basin cbi^iy east of the ^Sanzano Mo\ir.tains in central New Mexico* The mission was 
(bunded in 1629 by the Franciscan father Francisco de Acevedo, It ministered to 
Pxrb~'EuJians until about l6?0, ■viien, presumably as a_re^lt__of at^^^s fro!^ the 
eaStr^ tORsnehe aiid Apache Thdians, the mission was eEandonsd and the iled
down the Rio Qrende Td El “Phso, Here they congregated at Isleta Bel Sur,"liear El 
pascT ^

Massive red sandstone ruins mark the site_of San Gregario mlarion, th^ '
in place^stm standing foo^high. Excavated ty the S3iool of~Awerican Research 
in tKe^Idgion ~artd ionasteiy ruins are now sthtallled' mdrBgeserv'ef iTb a
slSFe momanentl The pueblo STTCbo lias been partially^cav£t£d^nd_^egve mounds 
as veil as a few patche's of ei^dsed wall Sre to be seen, ^

a M8LI06RAPHICAL REFERENCES <C : flNlw I mmtmftpn tni ran MrfN> Joseph H, Toulouse, Jr,, The Mission
of San Gregarlo de Abo, School of Aru rican Research Monograph No, 13 (Albuquerque, 
Fwl 1, F, Valter, the Cities thet Died of Fear (Santa Fe, 1931)• George Rubier,
The Religious Ard.itecture tfew Mexiuo~TCol.oraQO Springs, 19tC), F^rl R, Forrest, 
Missions anB ihieblos of the ol() Southwest (Cleveland, 19?9)*

$. RESORTS AND STUOKS IMotHra r«porti mAtdWNi, o», NPSt^u^^. HAMS, Nf.)

Erik K. Reed, Special Report on Abo Stat<=> Monument, New Mexico (Region Three, NPS, 
Dec,, 191-0}.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name 

Abo
County, State Reference Number
Torrance County, 66000497 

NM

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form 

Photographs

_X_USGS Map
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Santa Fe. New Mexico
LiF I.
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!)

D«e«ab«r 9» 1940.

UfloorAndtiB for th« Director:

Transmitted herewith, for the attention of the Branch of Historic 

Sites, are two copies of the Historic Sites Survey report on Abo State 

Uonumant, New Mexico, prepared by Regional Archaeologist Erik K. Reed.

Regional Director.

Enel. 18995U.
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MemorandUB

Director

Prom: Historian, national Survey of Historic Sites and ftilldlnga ^
Sublaotl^'^nlah Historic Sites In Region Three

The thematic study of Theme I, Spanish Exploration and 
Settlement, recommends with supporting data, that the following 
sites In the states covered by Region Three be presented to the 
Advisory Board for Judgment on their national historical signif­
icance: San Pranolsco de los Tejas Mission, Texas; San Saba Mission 
and Presidio, Texas; HawHcuh, San JUan, Palace of the Governors,
Aooma, Pecos, and Taos, all In Mew Mexico; and Tubac and San Xavier 
del Bao Mission In Arlxona. I believe that all of these sites mmet 
the criteria established for Judging whether or not a site posseases 
exceptional Importance In coimamoratlng or Illustrating the history 
of the united States.

Of these sites, Acoma, Taos, Noos, Hawllcuh, the Palaoa 
of the Governors, and San Xavier del Bao were once approved by the 
Advisory Board. Three sites not Included In the thestatlo study,
Awatobi, Puaray, and Quaral, were also approved by the Board, hut 
In the current evaluation were not thought to meet the criteria of 
national significance. Awatobi and Quaral will be the aubjects of 
Inventory forms, bub Puaray will not be treated In any manner.
Puaray was once tnought to be an Important site connected with the 
Coronado expedition, but the evidence Is so vague that It will sup­
port no definite conclusion. The site is simply one of many possibilities, 
and further study appears to be pointless.

This memorandum, which should be considered together with 
the thesutlc study, contains my evaluation of the desirability ef 
adding any of the sites included In the thematic study to the iatlenal 
Park System.
San Pranclaco de los Telas Mission. Texts. Although a site of oenalder- 
able Importance, there are no suxn^lvlng remaina, and the site Itself baa 
been only approximately located. The "restoretlon" maintained by the 
State of Texas cannot be accepted as authentic.
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8«n' S>1»« ||l33lon ind Presidio, T«x>i. Ther* tnro* reMins of th# 
8«n Saba Mlsalon and the exact eite ia In doubt. The restoration of 
the presidio was aade on the original foundations, but the suthentle< 
ity of architectural detail is open to question. This structure Is 
now falling into ruins.

San Jose Mission national Historic Site, Texas. This site has already 
oeen declared of national significance. Under present conditions, 
with the mission serving ss an active pariah church, converting this 
area into a National Monument would probably not be feasible. How­
ever, I believe that San Jose Mission offers the finest opportunity 
In this Region to portray by Interpretive teclmlques the history of 
Spanish mission activities. Should the Catholic Church ever TSoate 
(which is not beyond possibility), and should the State of Texas at 
that time be willing to relinquish title, I believe that the National 
park Service should make the most of the opportunity. Thinking In 
even more expansive tenss, the three other Spanish missions nearby 
(San Francisco de la Bspada, San Jusn Capistrano, and furlsisM 
Concepcion), together with San Jose Itself, would make an admirable 
National Historical Park, especially If It included the Bspads Dam 
and water system. In the unlikely event tnst such a project ever 
proved acceptable to the Catholic Church, I believe that the National 
Park Service should be prepared to give serious thought to adding 
these missions, as a unit, to the National Park System.

Hawilaili, New Mexico. The ruins of Hawlkuh and its Spanish alasion 
have deteriorated badly, but enough remalna to warrant an effort at 
preservation. The Zunl Tribal Council is proposing that Mswikuh be
designated a National Historic Site In non-federal ownership and 
that it be stabilized with federal assistance. Current highway 
construction will make the site more readily accessible to tourist 
visitation. I believe that the Zunl proposal should be given serious 
conaiderbtlon.

San Juan (San Gabriel), New Mexico. The site of the first Spanish 
capital of New Mexico is in the midst of s cultivated field. Sur­
viving remains, as pointed out In the thematic study, are limited 
to one mound of earth covering part of the pueblo of Yugeulnngg*. 
There Is no need to consider it further.
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'/ ?Ml>ot of th. OoTornon. «»nt. fo. Ion.t^cturi- hl.{orlo.U,.'»nd

ownerahip should, howavar, ha axplorad.
Nau Maxlco. This puablo and -laBlon fona a ravanua-prodwin* 

vimor^ttr^a-a-O^n for tha Aooaa Indians. Moraoaar. a 
T <41 an* Btiii iiva tnara Wia lllcelihood of thalr avar x^llnQulahim » ; InS^U S hl«..r. th. Aoo« Ihdl«. ...r
i th.'.r.. to th. »tloh.l writ S.nl... It ««U
lUka a valuable addition to tha System.
Taos. Na« Jlaxlco. Taos la a living co-unity, ai^^ni for admlnlatarlng and davaloplng It as a unit of 
Park Syatam, or avan for daalgnatlon aa a ifcUooai Ulatorla Uta In 
non-federal ownership, would be prohibitively complex.

TuMc. irltoh.. Mtld.. htln* • U»l"« «-hhlty. 
icev al^s to iha State of Arliona, which la oraatlnf Tttbae ulhJuTtJ. Arlthh. Sft. nru. B«n., h.,.u.. of Jf?**
ptohably b. mahl. to do full Juitlo. *“ ***‘‘ *”*I ^,*1^
that the State would be willing to transfer It to the latlonal farfc
Service.

\i* can Ysvi*r dal BBC Hlssion, Arizona. This mission la still uaai aa ^ rSa^Uc cWr^. It is ielEgll^uataly ^
Priara, who also provide some interpretive 
tna story that would be told here would
told et Tumecscorl liatlonel Honument, some forty miles to the leuth.

Pecos. Hew Mexico. This site, I believe, to be «».<>“tstendl^ 
for Indus ion" liTthe latlonal Park Syatam, and to deserve father study 
to determine whether or not that objactlva ought to be eought. This 
eviiustion Is based on the following factors:

>



1, Aroheologlwl Slffiiflo>nce.

I. Th* niln* of P*ooi Fu«blo r»pr«Mnt ■ ponttnuow 
span of Indlon oooupation fro« about 750 yaara ago to A.D. l85oi 
auoh a bridging of parloda fro« uall bafora tha aoBlng af tJia 
flrat Burapaana, In A.D. 15^0» nlnataanth oantury la gulta
unusual. It la a larga alta, partial axoaratlona in whlah haaa 
ylaldod aiuoh vaiuabla Inforaatlon and Intaraatlng oultural aatariai^ 
and the only very large fiUly-studled sorios of human alcalatal ra- 

nalna in tha Southwest.
b. The work of Dr. A, V. Kidder and nla assooiatas at 

Pacos Pueblo forms a major landaiartc in tha development of South- 
waatam archeology. A aonfaranea held by Dr. Kidder at PMoa in 
1927 worlcad up the oiasalfloatlon of auooeaalva periods of oultui^ 
development in tha Southwest which still Is used; and Dr. Kidder a 
classification of Pacos glase-palnt pottery (covering tha 
A.D, 1350 to 1700, approximately) has bean used for the Rio Oraada
area aver slnaa.

2. Hlstarloal Slmnlficanoe.
a. Paces was associated with many of tha early S^dalah 

explorers of tiio Southwest, Including Coronado, Oastana da Saaa« 
and 0*5ata. Tha last pueblo bafora raaohlng the buffale plaiaa. It 
vaa aasoolatad with Spanish exploring parties bound for tha plalma, 
Tha quest of Coronado and, later, Ofiate.for dulvlra would form a 
prominent part af tha story told hare. At Paoos Coronado fouM 
•Tha Turk", tha celebrated native who guided him to Qulvlra and 
paid for his deception with nla life,

b. Missionary activities at Pacos spanned most af tha 
period of Spanish ssttlemant, and. In contrast ta Oran ^ulvlra, 
enough of this story Is known to interpret It properly, Tha mlsslaa, 
built im 1617. was one of tha aarliast and largait In law llaxleo.

0. The people of Pecos participated wholeheartedly In 
Pueblo Raballlon af iMO. Their rolt In tha RaballiaD, and i» tha 
aacanqueit by Don Dlaga de Vargas In 1692-95. waald provide tM 
point of departure for telling this lisportant story, not specifIsally 
treated alsewhara In tha Rational Park Systam.



d. Noot is t fin* llluBtrstion of ths U^ot of fy*filth 
rulo on tho natlTs population, not only In tho amod rosistanoo It 
arousod, but also in tha aztamlnation, throu^ apidejaies, that It 
finally brought about.

a. Faoos was a laodaark on tha Santa Pa Trail, still 
inhabited in its aarly pariod, and as suoh would provldo a plaoa 
for briefly treating evants oonneotad with tha last nllas of tha 
Trail.

3. Suitability. Adaquate ruins exist to provide a notable 
vehicle for Interpreting tha history and archeology of Faooa. Tho 
ruins of the church and, to a leaser extant, tha aoBvanto, are i»> 
prasslve. The exposed ruins of the pueblo sre in aasellent ooaditlao* 
and If the unaxcavatad portions were exposed tha raBsios would ba 
anong tho noat elaborate In tha country. Sinoa tha area haa been a 
State Nonunant for close to twenty years, wueh of tha naeassary do- 
valopnantal work involvad in cresting a Mtional HenuMnt has alrasdy 
baan parforuad. Tha ares is easily secesslble froa U. S. Highways 8h, 
83, ■ heavily traveled route, and near aountain resort areas that 
attract large nuabers of visitors, it one tins, tha State affarad 
Pacos, together with Abe and Quarai missions, to tha Natlanal park 
Service. The offer was then rejected. Whether the State would be 
reoeptive to the Idea of transferring Peooa to the national Park 
Service at this tiae has not been ascertained.

Por the reasons above enuaerated, I reooMend that a 
detailed speolal study of Pecos be scheduled uddor the National 
Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings.

Q In dupllOBxe

Robert N. Utley 
Historian

oncur;

Hugh M. Miller, Hegianal Director

Brlk 1C. Rccd, Regional Ch'laf of Interpretation
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July 10, 19M
cmct or THI MUCTOR 
rAUCI OR THI OOTIRNOIS

Mr. Conrad Wirth. Director 
National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sir:

For the past thirty-odd years, the Museum of New Mexico 
has served as custodian of several early Spanish mission and contig­
uous Indian pueblo ruins in the state, officially designated as New 
Mexico State Monuments, Current reorganization of the Museum's 
activities, aimed at concentrating its limited operating funds upon 
pure museum functions, looks towards the transfer of these monuments 
to more suitable and better equipped custodianship. Discussions con­
cerning three of the more important monuments - Pecos, Quarai, azrd 
Ab6 - have been held with Region 3 National Park representatives, in 
Santa Fc. It is in line with these discussions that this proposal Is now 
being sent to your office.

In brief, the Museum offers for the National Park Serrice's 
consideration the inclusion of Pecos, Quarai, and Ab6 in its Mission 
66 program, for full ownership, development, anijffSTa similar to that 

presently giv\*n b\ the .Service C'. an Quiv.rs ^'v’ional Monurr.ent, 
let Ated about 23 air-line miles southeast of Quarai and Abd, and 90 
air-line miles south by southwest of Pecos. Details of each monument 
are as follows:

Pecos. Located in San Miguel County, with short graded en­
trance road off paved State Highway 63, 2 miles sooth of Pecos, K. M«, 
and 4 miles off main U. S, Highway 84-85, 80 acres. Large adobe
mission and convent ruins, excavated and stabilized, and p t*blo exten­
sively excavated, with some stabilization (published reports principally 
by Dr. A. V. Kidder, 1936-1958). Historically important through ref­
erence to Coronado's 1540-41 entrada, with continuing references to 
1846. Custodial plant comprises small museum building, custodian's 
residence of 4 rooms and bath, garage building, rest rooms, drilled 
well, fencing, marked paths, all In good condition.

‘I___
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Ib Torraac# County, with graded entrance road off pared 
State Higiiway 10, 8 mUea northeast of hfountaln^ir, N. M. 15 acres. Large 

atone ntission and conrent ruiaa, eacarated and stabiUaed, and large adobe 
and etene pueblo ruin, excarated in small part. Earliest miselen established 
ca, 1A13 (foundation discorered and encarated in 1959), Pueblo and large mis­
sion abandoned with other Saline miasions (Including Gran Qufrira) ca. 167 4. 
Very impoeing ruin, in picturesque wooded sits. Plant includes small open 
■belter, rest-rooms, paths, fencing.

Abd. In Torrance County, with graded entrance road off main U. S. 
HlgkwayTO, 10 miles southwest of Mountalnair, N. Jd. 21. 25 acres. Large
Stoue mission and conrent ruins, eacarated and stabilised. Large pueblo 
rula, uncscavated. Large misslou built ca, 1629 (with possible earlier struc­
ture yet undisc ore red), abandoned£a. \GTa, Plant includes open shelter, paths, 
f«Klag.

All three of tb«ac mission ruins pre-date the California missiona. While 
Pecoa U the best known (its large-scale excaration by Kidder in the 1920's 1«M 
tba groundwork for much of Southwustern archaeology, and its historical ref- 
•rencs is constant from the 16th to the 19th cenUiries), Quarai and Abd are erua 

examplea of early New Mexican Spanish mission architecture than is near- 
^ Gran Qulrira, now a National Monument, All are much more accessible 
than is Gram Qulrira, and eren with the minimal development which the Muaeutn 
baa been able to glre them, draw tourists in large numbers.

Present deed title to each of the three rests with the Museum, the Unl- 
New Mexico, and the School of American Research. Both the Uairur- 

alty and the School hare agreed to traasfer their interests unconditionally along 
wltb the Muaeum's to the National Park Serrice, should the Serrlce agree to 
take oTur the sites as National Moauments. Deed restrictions limit the proper­
ties to historical and archaeological monument use.

pesal.
The Museum awaits with interest the response of your office to pro-

Sincerely,

K, Ross Toole
Director

cc: Dr. Erik K. Reed
Mr. W. J. Keller
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMEWr OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

Region Three 

Santa Fe, New Mexico
L58

Menoranidum

To: Director

From: Acting Regional Director

Svibject: Proposal to Transfer Pecos, Quaral and Abo State 
to the National Park Service

August 15,1961

The recent letter from Dr. K. Ross Toole offering the transfer of 
Pecos, Quaral and Abo State Monuments to this Serrlce has been looted. 
Judging from the Suggested Areu Resume for New Mexico this same 
sort of offer was made by the State In 19i»7, but was not accepted.

!Rie old Salinas National Monuaent proposal. Involving the acquisition 
of Abo and Quaral and administering these areas as veil m Gran Qulvlra 
from a headquarters to the town of Mountalnalr, vas res\nTected In 
the early stages of MISSION 66 and vas rejected. Frankly, we see 

no reason to recommend differently now.

The main reason of the State In offering these areas to the Service 
Is slaply to avoid the expense of mtalntenance and operation. Pecos 
State Monument has a resident cxistodlan and presently x^celves adequate 
protection. Abo and Quaral are given only nominal protection but we 
are not convinced that this BmrtKne)■■haai athe expense of 
properly operating these areas. We should continue to encourage the 

States to do their part In administering such areas idilch ai^ not 
clearly the responsibility of the Pedeial Govemnmnt.

Not only do we oppose the transfer as a matter of principle but on 
practical grounds eus well. Ihe proper development of even the 
smallest Service areas Is now running close to $1,000,000. The 
acceptance of Abo aj3d Quaral to be operated as detebched areas In con­
junction with (bran Qulvlra as the Salinas National Monument will, 
contrary to some opinions, be extrenely expensive. Resident personnel 
will be required at each area and. In time, we will wind up with 
three full-scale developments. Stabilization will be a sizeable 
recurring expense at all three areas proposed for transfer. It also 
seems dodbtful that the present limited lands will be adequate for 
proper development and access. These are just a few of the practical

1


































































































































































































































