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1. STATE i : 2 THEME®). \F ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME O, .
New Mexico ‘ ’

Theme IV, Spenish Exploration and Settlement
3. NAME(S) OF SITE R ) ' | 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
RN ) 1) fh‘eggrio de Abo Mission (Abo State Monument ) I

e ——— e et e

% EXACT LOCKTION (County, towneip, roods, @c. 1/ éffcult to fnd. sheich on Supplemeniary Shes ‘
Torrence County, 12 miles west of Mcunteinair, 7 mile north of U.3. 60

& NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also cdminietroler if different from owner) . -
State of New Mexico

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe bricfly whe! makes site important and what remaius are extant) o
San Gregario Mission wes built at Abo, one of the Salines pueblos of the

basin country east of the Manzanc lountains in central New Mexico, The mission was

ounded in 1629 by the Franciscan father Frencisco de Acevedo, It ministered to
Piro Indians until about 1670, when, presumably as a result of attacks irom tle
ée3t by Comanche .and Apache Indiens, the mission was ebandoned and the Pires fled
down the Rio Grende t6 Fl Paso. Here they congregated at Isleta del Sur, Tfiear El
Pase,

Yassive red sandstcne ruins mark the site of San Gregario mission, the walls
in places stIll standing reof=high. Exceveted by the School of American Researth
in =30, the FIdglon 'énd'mon‘aste‘? rulns sre mow sﬁl‘ﬁi’i’e{@ﬂfﬁiﬁ?’i’ﬁ a

state monumenf, The pueblc 5T Kbo has been partizlIy evcaveted and extensive mounds
as well as a few patches of exposed wall &re tc Le seen, - T

— ———

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gle beat sources: giee location of mannactipds and rere works) Josth q, Tonlouse, Jr.’ me ssion
of San Gregario de Ato, School of Arerican Research Monograph No. 13 (Albuguerque, I15L5)e
Paul X.°F. helter, Phe Cities thet Died of Fear (Senta Fe, 1931). George Kubler,
The Religious Archi¥ectire of Wew Mexico (Colorace Jprings, 19LC;. Farl R. Forrest,
M ssions and Pueblos of the old Southwest (Cleveland, 19?95.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Adention best reports and studies, os, NPS study, HABS, ee.)
Erik K. Reed, %ecial Report on Abo State Monument, New Fexico (Region Three, NPS,
9 0 . i

Dec.,
10. PHOTOGRAPHS * T T WL CONDITION | 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, furm, dle.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
arrachep: vsfd w0 | Ruine - good Park : Lgv 2L, 1958
14 NAME OF RECORDER (Signatwi?) o o s TIME 16. DATE
istor ' \
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Abo Torrance County, 66000497
NM

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
____Photographs
_X_USGS Map
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Jue 6, 1934
Bens Bronson Cutsing,

United States Seaabe,
Hy dear Senater Cutbing:

The iatiomal Park Service has reesived your letter of
.ume 1, together with that of kr. Centrerws, regarding the
"0l Ado Ruins” in Sectiom 25 of Township § north, Renge §
“'h ew eo-loe.

Tha ational  srk Servies of the erertmeat of the In-
terior has no funds at the present time with which o buy
fmportent historical ruins. Usually, wiere Xatlonal Lenu-
mante have been crested the land has been derived frem
donations to te pudlic or ‘rom the mational demaiu Wy
trensfer from either the iensral Lend 0ffise or sew other
governmental sreney. _onsequently, it is regretbed thet
mmuumum-w.wwm
logislation by Congress. Whether the areca would merit ocom=
siderstion for e laticnal ¥onument or ‘ark, it would te
impossible %o determine until & sareful investigstion lad
boen made of the selentifiec possibilities of the rulns.

Sinoerely yowrs,

As Bs Domarwy
Aotings Director

Vees tvw
Enclosure 432919



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

N PARK T \r, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION THREE
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

Dee December 9, 1940.

Memorandum for the Director:

Transmitted herewith, for the attention of the Branch of Historie
Sites, are two copies of the Historic Sites Survey report on Abo State
Monument, New Mexico, prepared by Regional Archaeologist Erik K. Reed

ng‘a&z::)
Regional Director.
1. 1899511.
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To: Director
From: Historian, Netional Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings >

ﬁihtnluig- -
Sub ject: panish Historic Sites in Reglon Three

The thematic study of Theme I, Spanish Exploration and
Settlement, recommends with supporting data, that the following
sites in the states covered by Region Three be presented to the
Advisory Board for judgment on their national historical signif-
1eance: San Prancisco de los TeJjas Mission, Texas; San Saba Missien
and Presidio, Texas; Hawikuh, San Juan, Palace of the Governors,
Kcoma, Pecos, and Teos, all in New Mexico; and Tubac and San Xavier
del Bac Mission in Arizona. I believe that all of these sites neet
the criteria established for Judging whether or not & site possesses
exceptional importance in commemorating or 1llustrating the history
of the United States.

0f these sites, Kaomn, Taos, Pecos, Hawikuh, the Palace
of the Governors, and San Xavier del Bac were once approved by the
Advisory Board, Three sites not included in the thematic study,
Awatobi, Puaray, and Quarai, were also approved by the Board, but
in the current evaluation were not thought to meet the criteris of
national significance, Awatobl and Quaral will be the subjects of
inventory forms, bubt Puaray will not be treated in any manner.
Puaray was once thought to be an important site connected with the
Coronado expedition, but the evidence is so vague that 1t will sup~-
port no definite conclusion. The site is simply one of many possibilities,
and further study appears to be pointless,

This memorandum, which should be considered together with
the thematic study, contains my evaluation of the desirability of
adding any of the sites included in the thematic study to the Natienal
Park System,

San Prancisco de los Tejas Migsion, Texas. Although & site of censider-
sble importance, there are no surviving remains, and the site itself has
been only approximately located. The "restoration” maintained by the
State of Texas cannot be accepted as authentle,



San Saba Wission and Presidio, Texas. There &re ne remains of the
San Saba Mission and the exact site is in doubt., The restoration of
the presidio was made on the original foundations, but the suthentiec-
ity of architectural detail is open to question. This structure 1is
now falling into ruins,

San Jnse Mission National Historie Site, Texas. This site has already
been declared of national significance. Under present conditions,
with the mission serving as an active parish church, converting this
area into @ National Monument would probably not be feasible. How-
ever, I belleve that San Jose Mission offers the finest opportunity
in tnis Reglon to portray by interpretive techniques the history of
Spanish mission activities. Should the Catholic Church ever vacate
(which is not beyond possibility), and should the State of Texas at
that time be willing to relinquish title, I believe that the National
Park Service should make the most of the opportunity., Thinking in
even more expansive terms, the three other Spanish missions nearby
(8an Prancisco de la Bspada, San Jusn Capistrano, and Purisims
Concepcion), together with San Jose itself, would make an admirable
National Historiecal Park, especially if it included the Espada Dam
and water system. In the unlikely event tnat such a project ever
proved acceptable to the Catholic Church, I believe that the Nationsl
Park Service should be prepared tc give serious thought to adding
these missions, as a unit, to the National Park System.

Hawikuh, New Mexico. The ruins of Hawikuh snd its Spanish mission
have deteriorated badly, but enouzh remains to warrant an effort at
preservation. The Zuni Tribal Council is proposing that Hawikuh be
designated a National Historic Site in non-federal ownership and

that it be stabllized with federal assistance. Current highway
construction will make the site more readily accessible to tourist
visitation. I believe that the Zunl proposal snould be given serious
consideration,

San Juan (San Gebriel), New Mexico. The site of the first Spanish
capital of New Mexico 18 in the midst of a cultivated field. Sur-
viving remains, as pointed out in the thematiec study, are limited
o one mound of earth covering part of the pueblo of Yugeuinngge.
There is no need to consider it further.
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Palace of the Governors, Santa Po, New Mexieo. This is an extremely
important structure historically, and be both suitable and de-
sirable for inclusion in the National Park Systea. However, as 8
building of the Museum of New Mexico and a State Monument, the shances
of its ever being relinquished by the State are remote. The possibility
of designating this building @ Kational Historic Site 1in non-Tedersl

ownership should, however, be explored.

Acoma, New Mexico. This pueblo and mission form a8 revenue-produeing
visitor ettraction for the Acoma Indians. Moreover, & number of
Indians still live tnere, The likelihood of their ever relinquishing
it {s indeed remote. If, howvever, the Acoma Indians ever indioated

a desires to transfer the area to the Nationsl Park Service, it would
mske a valuable addition to the System.

Tsos, New Maxico. Taos is a2 living community, and a workable arrange-
Pent for administering and developing 1t ss a unit of the Wetiensl
Park System, or even for designation as a Mational Historic 8ite in
non-federsl ownersnip, would be prohibitively complex.

. Tubac, Arigons. DBesides being & 1iving community, Tubsc has relinquished

i

NN

key areas to the State of Arizona, whieh is creating Tubae 3tate Park,
Although the Arizona State Parks Board, becsuse of limited funds, will
probably bs unable to do full Justice to this ares, it 13 not 1ikely
that the State would be willing to transfer it to the National Perk
Servioce. '

san Xavier del Bac Misaion, Arizons. This mission is atill used a8

a Olthoﬁc Churoh. It 1s toIn‘ adequately maintained by the Franclsean
Friars, who also provide some interpretive facilities. In additien,
the story that would be told here would essentially duplicate that

told at Tumacacori Matlonel Monument, some forty miles %o the south,

Pecos, Mew Mexico. This site, I believe, to be an outstanding oandidate
for inclusion In the Hational Perk System, and to deserve further study
to determine whether or not that objective ought to be sought, This
evalustion 13 based on the following factors:




1 Arehoolo‘10a1Aglggifiotnee.

a. The ruins of Pecos Pueblo represent 8 oontinuous
span of Indian ooccupation from about 750 years ago to A.D. 1838;
such & bridging of perieds from well before the eoming of the
first Rurepeans, in A.D, 1549, to the nineteenth century i1s quite
unususl, It is s large site, partisl excavations in whieh have
yielded mugh valuable information and interesting cultural materisl,
and the only very large fully-studied series of human skeletal re-

mains in the Socuthwest.

b. The work of Dr. A, V. Kidder and nis &ssociates at
Pescos Pueblo forms & major landmark in the development of South-
western archeology. A cenference held by Dr. Kidder at Pecos in
1927 worked up the classification of successive periods of cultural
development in the Southwest wnich still is used; and Dr. Kidder's
classification of Pecos glase-paint pottery (covering the peried
A.D. 1350 to 1700, spproximately) has been used for the Rie Grande

area ever sinee.

2. Histerioal 81‘gir1c|noo.

s, Pecos was associated with many of the early Spanish
explorers of tie Southwest, ineluding Coronade, Castane de Seea,
and ORate. The last pueblo bafore resching the buffale plsims, 1t
was sssociated with Spsnish exploring parties bound for the plains,
The quest of Coronsdo snd, later, ofiate for Quivire would form &
prominent part ¢f the story told here, At Pecos Coronade found
"mhe Turk", the celebrated native who gulded him to Quivirs and
paid for his deception with nis 1ife.

b, Missionary setivitles at Pecos spanned most of the
period of Spanisn settlement, and, in contrast te Gren Quivirs,

enough of this story 1s known 10 interpret it properly. The mlssien,

puilt im 1617, was one of the sarliest and largest in New Nexico.

¢. The people of Pecos participated wholeheartedly in
Pueblo Rebellion of 1680, Their role in the Rebsllien, and im the
Reconguest by Don Diego de Vargas in 1692-93, would provide the

point of departure for telling this important story, not specifieally

treated elsswhere in the National Park System,




d, Pecos is & fine illustration of the impast of Spanish
rule on the native population, not emly in the srmed resistance it
aroused, but also in the extermination, through epidemics, that it
finally brought about,

e. Pecos was & landmark on the Saats Fe Trail, still
inhabited in its early period, and as such would provide & place
for briefly treating events connected with the last miles of the
Traill,

J. Suitability. Adequste ruins exist to provide a notable
vehlcle for interpreting tne history and archeology of Pecos. The
ruins of the cnurch and, to a lesser extent, the eanvento, are im=
pressive. The exposed ruins of the pueblo are in gxsellent eondisien,
and if the unexcavated portions were expesed the reamains would be
among the most elaborate in the country. Sinoe the area has been 8
State Monument for close to twenty years, mush of the necessary de-
velopmental work involved in creating a Mational Nonument has already
been performed. The area 1s easily sccessible from U, S. Highways 84,
85, @ heavily traveled route, and near mountain resort areas that
attract large numbers of visitors., At one time, the State offered
Pecos, together with Abo and Quarel missions, te the Matienal Mark
Service. The offer was then rejected, Whether the State would de
receptive to the idem of transferring Pecos to the National Park
Service at this time has not been ascertained.

For the reasons above enumerated, [ recommend that a

detalled special study of Pecos be scheduled under the Nationmal
Survey of Historie Sites and Buildings,

ng - obert M, Utley ?
%0‘" g“, Historian
Ir duplicate

neur:

Hugh M. Miller, Regienal Director

n;k K. Reed, ch;ont; EEJ o; %Eorprof.tlon

b g——
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Mr. Conrad Wirth, Director
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sir:

For the past thirty-odd years, the Museumn of New Mexico
has served as custodian of several early Spanish mission and contig-
uous Indian pucblo ruins in the state, officially designated as New
Mexico State Monuments, Current reorganization of the Museum's
activities, aimed at concentrating its limited operating funds upon
pure museum functions, looks towards the transfer of these monuments
to more suitable and better equipped custodianship. Discussions con-
cerning three of the more important monuments - Pecos, Quarai, and
Abé - have been held with Region 3 National Park representatives, in
Santa Fe. It is in line with these discussions that this proposal is now
being sent to your office.

In brief, the Museum offers for the National Park Service's
consideration the inclusion of Pecos, Quarai, and Abé in its Mission
66 program, for full ownership, development, and™®a¥e similar to that
presently given by the Service t» (C-an Quivirz Nz2tional Moaument,
located abcut 23 air-line miles southeast of Quarai and AbS, and 90
air-line miles south by southwest of Pecos, Details of each monument
are as follows:

Pecos. Located in San Miguel County, with short graded en-
trance road off paved State Highway 63, 2 miles south of Pecos, N. M.,
and 4 miles off main U.S, Highway 84-85, 80 acres, Large adobe
mission and convent ruins, excavated and stabilized, and pweblo exten-
sively excavated, with some stabilization (published reports principally
by Dr. A. V. Kidder, 1936-1958). Histcrically important through ref-
erence to Coronado's 1540-41 entrada, with continuing references to
1846, Custodial plant comprises small museum building, custodian's
residence of 4 rooms and bath, garage building, rest rooms, drilled
well, fencing, marked paths, all in good condition,




-2-

Ib Torraac# County, with graded entrance road off pared
State Higiiway 10, 8 mUea northeast of hfountaln”™ir, N. M. 15 acres. Large
atone ntission and conrent ruiaa, eacarated and stabiUaed, and large adobe
and etene pueblo ruin, excarated in small part. Earliest miselen established
ca, 1A13 (foundation discorered and encarated in 1959), Pueblo and large mis-
sion abandoned with other Saline miasions (Including Gran Qufrira) ca. 167 4.
Very impoeing ruin, in picturesque wooded sits. Plant includes small open
mbelter, rest-rooms, paths, fencing.

Abd. In Torrance County, with graded entrance road off main U. S.
HligkwayTO, 10 miles southwest of Mountalnair, N. Jd. 21. 25 acres. Large
Stoue mission and conrent ruins, eacarated and stabilised. Large pueblo
rula, uncscavated. Large misslou built ca, 1629 (with possible earlier struc-
ture yet undiscorered), abandonedfa. \GTa, Plant includes open shelter, paths,

f«Klag.

All three of tb«ac mission ruins pre-date the California missiona. While

Pecoa U the best known (its large-scale excaration by Kidder in the 1920's 1«M
tba groundwork for much of Southwustern archaeology, and its historical ref-
erencs is constant from the 16th to the 19th cenUiries), Quarai and Abd are erua

examplea of early New Mexican Spanish mission architecture than is near-
“~ Gran Qulrira, now a National Monument, All are much more accessible
than is Gram Qulrira, and eren with the minimal development which the Muaeutn
baa been able to glre them, draw tourists in large numbers.

Present deed title to each of the three rests with the Museum, the Unl-
New Mexico, and the School of American Research. Both the Uairur-
alty and the School hare agreed to traasfer their interests unconditionally along
wltb the Muaeum's to the National Park Serrice, should the Serrlce agree to
take oTur the sites as National Moauments. Deed restrictions limit the proper-
ties to historical and archaeological monument use.

The Museum awaits with interest the response of your office to pro-
pesal.
Sincerely,
K, Ross Toole
Director
CC: Dr. Erik K. Reed

Mr. W. J. Keller
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMEWr OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

Region Three

Santa Fe, New Mexico

L58 August 15,1961
Menoranidum
To: Director

From:  Acting Regional Director

Svibject: Proposal to Transfer Pecos, Quaral and Abo State
to the National Park Service

The recent letter from Dr. K. Ross Toole offering the transfer of
Pecos, C%uaral and Abo State Monuments to this Serrlce has been looted.
Judging from the Suggested Areu Resume for New Mexico this same

sort of offer was made by the State In 19i»7, but was not accepted.

IRie old Salinas National Monuaent proposal. Involving the acquisition
of Abo and Quaral and administerinfg these areas as veil m Gran Qulvira
from a head(iuarters to the town of Mountalnalr, vas res\nTected In

the early stages of MISSION 66 and vas rejected. Frankly, we see

no reason to recommend differently now.

The main reason of the State In offering these areas to the Service

Is slaply to avoid the expense of mtalntenance and operation. Pecos
State Monument has a resident cxistodlan and presently x"celves adequate
protection. Abo and Quaral are given only nominal protection but we
are not convinced that this BmrtKne)mmhaai &tk & expense of
properly operating these areas. We should continue to encourage the
States to do their part In administering such areas idilch ai* not
clearly the responsibility of the Pedelal Govemnmnt.

Not only do we oppose the transfer as a matter of principle but on
practical grounds eus well. lhe proper development of even the
smallest Service areas Is now running close to $1,000,000. The
acceptance of Abo aj3d Quaral to be operated as detebched areas In con-
junction with (bran Qulvira as the Salinas National Monument wvill,
contrary to some oPlnlons, be extrenely expensive. Resident personnel
will be required at each area and. In time, we will wind up with
three full-scale develoi)ments. Stabilization will be a sizeable
recurring expense at all three areas proposed for transfer. It also
seems dodbtful that the present limited lands will be adequate for
proper development and access. These are just a few of the practical

l



















































































































































































































































































































































