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In the October 1959 issue of PI Palacio, Stanley Stubbs reported on the exca­
vation of a mission church at Pueblo Blanco, a ruin about 15 miles northeast 
of Gran Quivira. In that article, he did not discuss the historical identification 
of the site, other than to say that ". . . Pueblo Blanco, with its ruined church, 
is probably the site noted in the archives as Tabira" (Stubbs 1959:169). It is 
the purpose of this article to present historical evidence that Pueblo Blanco is 
the Spanish site of Tabira. together with a very brief historical outline. 

For many years, the name Tabira had been associated with the ruins at Gran 
Quivira National Monument. This error apparently dates back to Bandelier. 
who first identified Gran Quivira as the Spanish site of Tabira | Bandelier 1890: 
151-182). He did so on the basis of a Spanish map of the eighteenth century, 
in which the only mission site shown south of Abo and Quarai is Tabira (Ban­
delier 1892: 291 ). Since Bandelier knew of only one mission site south of Abo - -
and that beintr Gran Quivira he assumed that Tabira and Gran Quivira 
were one and the same. 

Some fifty years later. Rubier sut;ersted that an error had been made, and 
proposed that Humanas was the true Spanish name for Gran Quivira. and 
that Tabira was a distinct (but unlocatedl site (Rubier 1939). This thesis was 
soon accepted by scholars, and for 20 years since that time. Tabira had been 
known as a lost mission. 

However, the discovers', in March 1959. of a church at Pueblo Blanco' 
appear* to have removed Tabira from the designation, "lost mission." and brings 
to six the total number of known and located Saline missions. 

Both Gran Quivira and Pueblo Blanco are situated southeast of Quarai and 
Abo (and of the modern dav town of Mountainair) . This fits. then, the docu­
mentary evidence that Tabira was located southeast of those two pueblos. 

I t has been known, of course, for some time that Tabira and Humanas were 
located in the same treneral area, since they were both of the same lantmatre 
crroup (Hackett 1937: 163). and Tabira was. for a few years, a visit a of Hu­
manas iihiri: 135). 

A 1779 map. which Bandelier may have used, clearly shows Tabira (with a 
picture of a church) southeast of Abo (Thomas 1932: 87) . In fact. Bandelier 
even mentioned (but didn't believe) a map of 1705. which correctly shows 
Humanas south of Quarai. and Tabira southeast of Quarai. (Bandelier 1892: 
290-291). 

A document of 1663 states that ". . . two [Apaches] from Los Siete Rios 
1 I am grateful to Mr. Mark Wells, Gran Quivira, who first Ruided me to Pueblo 

Blanco in 1958, although at that time both of us were unaware that a churrh existed 
there. 
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having arr ived at n ight fa l l at the pueblo of Cuaree [Quarai ] . the Indians of 
that puehlo. understanding that they were enemies, ki l led one of them. . . . 
Thereupon the Apaches of Los Siete Rios who had heen fr iendly made demon-
strations. desiring to come and attack the pueblo to avenge the k i l l ing. . . . 
But . . . a pact was made w i th [the Apaches] that they should not pass beyond 
the pueblos of Hvmvvnos and Tabiva. where they come to barter'. . . ." Hackett 
19117:143). Th is statement indicates that Humanas and Tabi ra lay between 
Quara i to the northwest and Apache territory to the southeast. Or . in other 
words, both Humanas and Tabi ra must hate been located southeast of Quara i . 

I f wo accept the fact. then, that Tab i ra was located southeast of Abo and 
Quara i . there remains the task of showing why other sites in the Gran Quiv i ra -
Puehlo Blanco area cannot he Tab i ra . The onlv site near Puehlo Blanco large 
enough to consider is Pueblo Colorado. The site. is. in far t , somewhat larger 
than Pueblo Blanco. However, pottery surveys of the site have yielded Cla/es I 
to V . but no Glaze V I . Me ia places the terminal date of Glaze V at 16.">0 | Me ia 
1949:")) . A l though this date is late enough to allow for the original construc­
t ion of the Tab i ra church (circa, 1630). as reported in the documents, it is 
not late enough to al low for the later renovation of the church, about 1660 
i The construction dates for the Tabi ra church are discussed in more detail 
la ter ) . O f course, it can he said that the terminal pottery date is only approxi­
mate. Nonetheless, the extreme abundance of Glaze V I sherds at Gran Quiv i ra 
cannot be reconciled w i th their total lack at Puehlo Colorado, should it be 
assumed that both pueblos were inhabited and abandoned at approximately 
the same time. A n d . although no excavations have ever been undertaken at 
Pueblo Colorado, surface survey indicates no apparent church structure. 

T h e only other site in this area which extends into the historic period is 
Pueblo Pardo. a fairly large ru in located about two miles south of Gran Qu iv i ra . 
However, careful examination of the site has failed to vield any church 
structure. Furthermore, it is unlikely that a village so close to the big church 
at Gran Quiv i ra would have had a separate mission. 

There is, actually, another historic site which could he considered here. 
K n o w n only as I.A ">72 (Mera 1940: 14) . it is situated a number of miles 
north of ( . ran Qu iv i ra . and a few miles east of the town of Mounta ina i r . 
Af ter repeated incpiiries. I have failed to locate anvone in the area who has 
heard of the site, and have been unable to find it. I have el iminated it. none­
theless, f rom this discussion because it does not j ibe wi th the Aho-Humana*-
Tabi ra distances recorded in the Spanish documents. According to a document 
of I f i f i l . Humanas was six leagues f rom Abo. and Tabira was nine leagues f rom 
Abo fScholes and Mora 1940:284) . Since I.A T>72. according to Mora , is 
slightlv closer to Abo than Humanas is. L A J72 could not be Tabi ra by the 
distances set in the 1661 document. 

Th is leaves onlv that Pueblo Blanco be identif ied as Tabi ra . 

Addi t iona l interesting in format ion was learned whi le I was examining other 
earlv maps (and I am grateful to M r . Robert I I . Schroeder. Nat ional Park 
Service, who first put me on to them) . T h e Coronel l i map of 168? shows two 
sites southeast of Q u a r a i : Humanas and another site about ten miles north ol 
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it called "S . Diego" (New Mexico Historical Review 1927: 323). The "Pena-
losa" map (circa. 1673) shows a similar arrangement, except that "S. DieRo" 
is shown northeast of Humanas, in the location of Pueblo Blanco {ibid: 1934: 
113). Since we know of no other church in the Saline area named San DieRo 
I in fact, the only other San Diosro in New Mexico at that time was in the 
|emez a rea ) , it can he deduced that the church at Puehlo Blanco was originally 
called San DicRO de Tahira. 

Concerning the dates of construction of the church, the original construc­
tion appears to have taken place about 1629 or 1630. If we accept ARuilar's 
1663 statement (supported later by Vetancurt) that Father Acevedo built the 
church at Tabira (Scholes and Mera 1940: 281), then the date can be fixed 
fairly closely. We know that Acevedo arrived in New Mexico in April. 1629, with 
Perea (Bloom 1933: 226), and was soon assigned to Abo (from which he 
administered Tabira as a visita). We can also assume that the church at Tabira 
was at least well along in construction by 1630. because Benavides states in 
1630 that among the Tompiros. from Chilili south (including, of course, the 
Manzano T iwa) . there were fourteen or fifteen pueblos, "with six monasteries 
and very good churches" (Aver 1916: 20-21). Since five of the villages with 
churches can be identified. - Chilili. Tajique. Quarai. Abo. and Gran 
Quivira — the sixth church evidently was Tabira. 

The second construction or rebuilding date is a bit more uncertain, hut ran 
be inferred within limits. We know that little, if any. construction activity was 
carried out in the 1640's and 1630's. However, in 1639 a revitalized program 
was started. Father Diego de Santander was assigned to Humanas and em-
harked on an ambitious rebuilding program (Harkett 1937:161 ) . At the same 
time. Tabira was made a visita of Humanas. and therefore also came under 
Santander's direction (ibid: 133). Since we know of no other construction 
activities in that area by other friars between 1630 and 1670. it seems likely 
that Santander accomplished the rebuilding at Tahiia. And since Santander 
was assigned to San Marcos, near Santa Fe. in 1662 (Scholes and Bloom 1943: 
63) . we ran assume that the construction of the church as it now exists at 
Pueblo Blanco occurred between 1639 and 1662. These two periods of construc­
tion agree with the archeological findings as previously reported by Stubbs. 

The abandonment of Tabira probably occurred between 1666 and 1671. 
We have seen that missionary activity in this area was revised about 1660. and 
it is unlikely that Tabira would have been abandoned sen- soon without some 
reason. Good rause did occur in 1666: beginning in that year, a drought hit 
the area (Harket 19.37: 272) . and lasted for five years (Smiley. Stubbs. and 
Bannister 193.3: 33) . Tabira very probably was abandoned at this time, since 
severe Apache raids added considerable to the hardship (Harkett 1937: 271-
272). 

Tabira must have been abandoned a year or two prior to 1672. for 
the abandonment of the last five pueblos east of the Manzanos - - Chilili. 
Tajique. Abo. Quarai . and Humanas - took place between 1672 and 1677 
(ibid: 297-298). Since Tabira is not mentioned, it must already have been 

abandoned. This probably did not ocur much before 1672. since Esralantc. 
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wri t ing abou t 100 years la ter in 1778. ind ica ted t h a t T a b i r a a n d H u m a n a s w e r e 
a b a n d o n e d at a b o u t t he s a m e t ime ( in Bande l ie r 1890: 1 3 2 ) . Possibly T a b i r a ' s 
i n h a b i t a n t joined with those at H u m a n a s . bu t tbis is merely a RIICSS. H o w e v e r . 
it m a y he of some interest to no te that the re exist at G r a n Q u i v i r a th ree lanre 
p u e b l o m o u n d , c o n t a i n i n g an es t imated 1.30 r o o m s ) , which a r e located 
ad jacen t to the la te r ch t i rch . a n d which were a p p a r e n t l y built after cons t ruc ­
tion of t he c h u r c h I not very m a n y years before t he final a b a n d o n m e n t ) . But 
w h e t h e r or not this relatively extensive cons t ruc t ion represents a consol idat ion 
of forces, or increase in popu la t ion from o t h e r pueblos , it i, not possible to 
d e t e r m i n e . at least not wi thou t fur ther excava t ion . 

O n e fu r the r no te , a l t h o u g h unre l a t ed to the above discussion, miifht be 
of m i n o r interest . Our inu excava t ions at Abo . a b o u t 20 years asro. Joseph H . 
T o u l o u s e noted the presence of th ree new a n d distinct (lottery types which , 
b e c a m e of the i r re la t ive a b u n d a n c e at G r a n Q u i v i r a . he n a m e d T a b i r a Plain. 
T a b t r a Po lychrome, a n d T a b i r a Black-on-whi te i T o u l o t o e 1919: 18 -19 ) . 
All t h r ee of these types h a v e now been found at Pueblo Blanco. T h e tp 'ootaphic 
n a m e app l i ed by T o u l o u s e , therefore , is still valid. 
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