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NATIONAL MONUMENTS IN NEW MEXICO

Sran Quivera, One of the Ciles That Oled of Fear,

20N chureben budlt Ly the Foan-
clacinn, New Mexico had yenrs be-

fore the Pligrims landed at Plymouth
Nock.  Awthoritles nre not ngreed when
the first wam bullt, but it was more than

100 yearas ngo.  None of the aoriginal
structures survive, although  here  and
ithere ope of the prosent churchey s
pullt en Lhe site and perhops. on the
walis, of those firsl Christinn saneiun-
rles In what In now the United Siptes
Nor Is It quite certaln that the walls of
the Focos mizalon, that are still stand-
ing. are those constructed in the daya of
Penavidex. In faet, the evidence |a rath-
¢t the other way, Nor Ix the San Miguel
chapel in Banta Fe, the tomple bullt by
e Franciseans in the ety doys of
gantn Fe, nor (s It the opldest church
In the Unfled States. One must go to
the Ballne puehlos in the Manzano moun-
1pins, oAb, Cuarst and Tebive to (nd
tne pleturesque rulpe of the Franciscan
mizsions bllt and abandoned prior to the
rueblo Itevolutlon of 1680, With them
goe finds the mounds of “The Cltles That
Died of Fear.” or "“The Citles That Were
Forgotten,” recaliing one of the strangest
ramances of American history.

The maost extenalve of these milsslons
and puehle ruins In thie country of mys-
tery that atretches south of Santa Fe pnd
oasl of the Manzanos to the weled alknli
and salt Inkes, Is Tablra, or ps It s hat-
fer. though less correctly known, “(iran
Qutivern,”  The charel and one halr of
e pueblo rodns ns well na geveral pro-
higtorte sites nearby biave beon gel apoart
by presidentiod  procinmstion ue o Nee-
tional Monument,  One half of the main
communlly honse mound adioining, is the
properly of the School of American He-
septoh wnd e Muasewin of HNew Mexico.

The site l= an Imposing  one, pod
whether ong approaches over the Abo
highway or on the yound from Sanla Fo,
the lopreesion of the vaing s oone of
ghestiiness, Thay o on o Wil et dosl =
nates a vast cxpapse of country.  The
walle that project above the surfaee pre

afl blue-geey  Hoestons, white the ooun-
ey round about has o peceuliarly forsnken,
[solated  appearnnes, helghtenod by a
teond river of fine sand in which there
s no vegelatlon,  Hxeopt for n well or
two that hnve been sunk pesrby, no won-
ter is to bo found for many milea al-
thotigh, it In nlmoat certain, that when
Tablrn was occupled by s hundreds of
Tisy people, that there was & bountcous
spring,  which waa plugged ond bured
when  the peopls abandoned the grent
community house,

A more Interesting trip could hardly
e plamned anywhers o the  United
Htetes than a visit o "The Citles
that Died of Fenr” In addition te the
purhdo and mission Toine, enth with n
charneter of 1ts own, there are benutiful
motninin and forest scenery, villages like
Manzane with Its anclent erchard and
Wy-covered  lake, the Olant Spring
nostled In B8 small vale upndér Immense
pine trees, Puntn de Agun, Mountainalr,
the Estancia Valley and the grim salt and
alkall lakes, nre but n few of the points
of Intereal.  Starting from Santo Fe, or
from Albmgquergque, ende should allow threo
nys for the round (rlp; from Mountaln-
afr or Helon, two daya

Mo oxenyatione hove been D8 yol con-
dueted on n Inrge seale at Qran Quivera,
bt trenstre hunters, lured by mythas of
burled gold and gems, bhave turned over
svery part of the ground and  opened
cnyerng amd pita. It was nt Gran Qul-
vorn, that the old Pocbhle culture was
thrtist fuethest enwtwnrd (o s rogzlon
lor any length ol time, and 10 was Lhera
thnt It was In copslant contnel with
the Plalng Indiang of the Southwest,

Tobirn wax wot  the (ran Quivern
roubl by Covernado.  Colenel Balph B
Twitehell in his “Leoading Facts of New
Mexienn Higtory,” tells how Tabira was
first glven the pame of Gran Qulvera,
webieh e el Lo W 20 Lowneiously pod
hoa now beeen oftielally conflemed by the
nited] States government in paming the
Natlonnl Moemement,
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From Twitchell's Leading Facts of New Mexican History.
THE CONVENTO AT TABIRA

One of many illustrations fram "The Cities That Died of Fear"
THE MISSION RUIN OF GRAN QUIVERA
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'hotographed by Jesse Nushaum,
MAJESTIC RED SANDSTONE RUINS OF ABO MISSION
From *“The Citles That Dled of Fear"

Tabirn I8 thovght to b one of the

cloeven Inhnbited SBaline puellos seon by
Chomumsendo in 1681 Onnte  ln 1698
vialted the puehlos nod Fray Franelseo

do San Mipuel, chaplnin of Onato’s armod
force, bognn misstonnry labors

I
them In the sone yopr, although, -
cording to . W, Hodge, it wna 1620

bofore the first setunl miszlons were ex-
tallshed by Franclges de Acevedo, i

Ia doubtiesaly f(rue of these mnssive-
walled chureliers and monasteries, that
they were nctually built by the Pushlo

women undor Lhe direction of the Fran-
clacans, ox le related so  quaintly by
Bennvides,

The story of the “Citles That Died of
Fear" ne fur ns known, la summed up
In one of the menographs of the School
of Americnn Iesearch. The sources mre
fully cited, Including Bandeller, Harring-
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Hodge, Beonnvides, Abert, Willison,
who together rolute o fscinating slory.,
Lamminls in hig "The Land of Poco Tlem-
pot glves his Impression of Tablo, sny-
ing:

AUd-oeenn In not

Lo,

more loncsome than
the plaipe nor nlght o glootny s that
lumb sunlight, It §s barron of sound.
The brown grass (s knec-decp—and eyen
thut trifle glves a shock In this hoof-
obllternted iond.  The bands of antelope
that drify, Hke clond shadows, neross the
dun Inndscape suggest less of life than
of the supernntural.  The spell of the
|n|||!_mi ia n wondrous thimg. At flrst (1t
fascinates. Then It bewilders. At Inat
It erushes. It s sure as the grave and
worse, 1L 18 Intangible but resistless;
stronger than humanity. When one cnne-
not otherwise escaps the plaine, one talkes
refuge In madness. But on a sudden,
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the tenslon Is relleved, A mile to the
pouth, whore n whaleback ridge noses into
the uneanny valley, stands out n strange
nshen bulk that brings uwe back to earth,
Wan and welrd as It 18 It bespoaks the
one-time pregence of man, for Nature has
no such squarcness, I do not belleve that
the whole world can show elsewhere, nor
that o Dore could dream Into canvas
a ghostliness mo apropoes. Stand upon
the higher ridges to the east, and It Is
nll spread befors youw, A wralth in pallld
stone—the absolute ghest of a clty. Iis
ashen hues which seem to hover above
the dend grass, folled by the sombre
Llotehes of the junipera; 1ta Indeterml-
nate groy hints, outspoken at last In the
huge, yaguo shapo that loomsa in e con=:
ter: Its strnnge dim outlines rimmed with
a flat, round world of sllence—but why
try to tell that which haa no telling?
Whao shnll wronk expression of that spec-
tral city? Come mearer, and the apell
dwindles but It Is never broken, Even as
wo pass our handa over that forgotion
masonty of pale lmestone, or clamber
over fallen walls with tangible stubblng
of materinl toes, the unoarthliness of the
haggard scene docos not wholly ceass to
assert ftsolf, Only, we know now that
it I8 not a ghoat-clty, which the npext
breeze may waft awny. It I8 a ruined
puchlo agaln—but such a pueblal Not In
mize nor In architecture—thore are sev-
eral others as large, and some as impos-
Ing—but Incolor and In sotting it is
nlone. ® * * And in the western terminus
of the vilinge, Juat on the brow of the
slopn that fulls away to the strange val-
ley that looks ncross to the sombre Mesn
do los Jumanos, is another and a glgnn-
tle ruln, whose like Is not In all our
North Amerien.  Its walls, thirty feet
high and =ix feet thick, roofless and
mgged at the top, 202 feet front and
131 feet in grealest depth, are of the
same  gpectral  Bulsh-gray  lUmestone,
broken Into  frregular  but  flat-faced
prisma and frmly Iald In adobe mortar.

“Of the three great churchea that of
Cunrai I8 lnrgest, having a floor area
of 5020 square fect, That of Tablr
comes next, with 4,078 square feet: and
thon Abo with 4,830, These figures ar
for the nuditerlums alone and do not in-
cluda the extensive convents, attached

to cach, of which that at Tabirn s most
extenelve, covering 13,377 square feet
The walls of Abe are much the noblost
and mogt mossive, and those of Tablra
the crudest, though no less solid, The
pueblos of Abo and Cuarai had ench a
tiny but sufficient rill; but Tablra is abe-
solutely dry. There {8 neither spring por
stream in thirty milea. HBut this ls hard-
Iy n rare thing among Pueblo rulns: and
It Is woll known that the aborlgines were
wont to Kl thelr water when foreed to
ahoandon a town, lest It glve comfort to
the enemy. We know, not only by ree-
ord, but by cyesight, of several cases
whers, with Infinite Inbor, the Pueblos
nctunlly obliterated a spring to keep It
from thelr savage nelghbore'

Citing Bandoller:

"I have already sald the Quivira wns
nitunted near the southern apex of the
trinrgele formed W the Mesn de tos Ju-
mandgs,  From Manzano the distance s
about thirty-five miles, and It is sovon-
teen from the northern rim of the mes=n.
The spree between that rim and the
ruing Is a gradual slope, covered with
krass and without permansnt water, At
the foot of the ruins, on the west, lles the
Medano, a sandy guleh, nbove which
rises n hill of gray llmestone, o promen-
tory ef the ridges bordering the Medano
on the east. On this hill, which is quite
narrow and dotted with the wsual serubby
conifera, lle the rulng, the larger church
occupying Its westorly brow and over-
looking n vast expanes of singulnr blenk-
ness. In the weet, the summita of the
Socorre and Mngdalena mountning peop
over the wooded border of the Jumnnos
piateau; In the south, an undulating level
dotted with black shrubs stretchea to-
wards the dim masa of the Blerrn Blanca:
in the cast, over drenry ridges and hills,
rise the mountains of Carrizoze, the
Slerra Capltana, and the Galllna, rugeed,
dark, forhidding; while the north is oo-
cupied by the aloplng surface of the
plaleau. Not a trace of a spring has
been discovered nenr the ruing: not o
brook tricklos down from the helghts in
thelr vieinity.

“In this arid solltude the massive edi-
fico of the chureh, with the mounds of
the pueblo, look strangely |mpressive.
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Photographed by Josse Nusbaum.

RUIN AT TABIRA
es That Dled of Fear.™

THE MIS5ION
Fram “The Cit

1,
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From the west the church can bheé 2¢en  vistas of dark cedars and junipera, the

milen away, n clumsy parnllelopiped of  rolna shine In pallld lght, llke some

gray stone: from Lhe northeast, through phantom clty in the desert,'
—_—
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