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Subject: Biographical Paper on General James Miller, Collector of
the Port of Salem, Massachusetts, 1825-1849

Enclosed is a copy of a bilographical paper on General James Miller,
Collector of the Port of Salem from 1825 to 1849, which has been
prepared by Historian Robert J, Holden, who later this month will
be transferring to Fort Davis National Historic Site in Texas.

Next to Nathaniel Hawthorne, General Miller is the most important
figure in the history of the Salem Custom House, For some little
time, it has been felt that facts relating to the life of General
Miller should be assembled and available for the instruction of
temporary and seasonal members of the interpretive staff and this
paper has been prepared entirely from secondary sources with this
objective in view,

Work on the paper was performed by Mr, Holden at infrequent intervals
as time could be spared from other duties. The desk and chair used
by General Miller are on display in the Custom House as loams from
the Essex Institute and this paper, in a sense, is the outgrowth of
the need for answers to questions asked by visitors,

Mr, Holdent!s paper promises to be very helpful to future interpretive

persomnel at the Site and we are very glad to have it not only as a
contribution but also a reminder of his tour of duty here,

s Mool

Edwin W, Small
Acting Superintendent
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copy w/enclosure to Chief Historian, WSC



































































































