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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SALS1 MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Custom House, Derby Street
Salon, Massachusetts

April 3, 1959

- ?r'.ncuc

Regional Director, Region Five
Promt Superintendent, Salem Maritime National Historic Site
abject: Historic Building Report - Custom **ouse and Derby House

Attached for your review are copies, in quintuplicate,
of two Historic Building Reports. One relates to the Cuntorn House;
the other to the Derby House.

The preparation of a similar report on the Run Shop
presents a perplexing problem. There is a complete lack of basic
historical data on this building. It is thus practically impossible
at this time to assemble the report. later in the year when the
seasonal ranger-historian* report for duty, 1| may find the time to
investigate the history of this structure.

Research in this instance is definitely required for a
Historic Building Report on the Run Shop.

Harold 1. lessen
Supe rintundent

Attachments




































- August 16, 1954
Notes on the Custom House
Fart of Salem Maritime National Historis Site
Derby Street, Salem, Massachusetts

by Edwin Wy Small, Superintendent

The Essex Register, Salem; July 18, 1818, carried the following item:

NEW CUSTOM HOUSE,
NOTICE.

The Govermment of the U, States have directed that e
Custon House and Public Stores should be built in the
Port of Splem, Masse on the site fromting Derby Street
late the Homestead of George C;'owninshield Sens Esqe
deceased, Notice is hereby given, that proposals will be
received by the subscriber until the 28th day of July
inste. under seal from all persons who mey be disposed to
furnish the material and complete the foresaid Buildings
in conformity to the Plans, which may et any time, pre- .-
viously be exemined by John Saunders Esqe, Surveyors

William Re Leo.

July 15, Collectore.

'
The “Homestead of George Crowninshield," mentioned in-the notice,

consisted of s "Mansion House," about 50 feet by 38 feet, a "Wood=house ,"

"Out house" and "Stable" on e 1;:'b epproximately 80 feet by 200 feet with

aen ample garden on the easterly side of Orange Street and directly opposite

Derby Wharf on the water side of Derby Streets A committee of five prominent

Salem merchants, appointed to select a suitable site for the Custom House, had

reported favorably on the location May 26, 1818, and the Govermment hed acquired

it from t}}e Crowninshield Estate for the sum of $5,000, George Crownins}lield,

the owner, had died in 1815 and his wife two years earliers



By an elliance in 1757 with Mary Derby, daughter of Captain Richerd
Derby end sister of the groat merchant, Ellas Hasket Der‘by,_ George Crownine
shield had not only married into an illustrious seafaring femily but also
became the progenitor of one of his own. His six sons went to sea in their
early teens ard except the youngest, who died in the West Indies at the age
of fourteen, all beceme shipmasters before they were twemtye With practical
experience of this type to build on, the shipping and mercantile firm of
George Crowninshield and Sons was formed and operated until 1809.

After 1800, at least two of the sons belcame importent politiecally in
the party of Thomas Jeffersons Jacob, a member of Congress for eight years,
declined the post of Secretary of the Navy in Jefferson's Cabinet, A younger
brother, Benjamin, however, accepted the position under Madison and held it
fram 1814 to 1818, Another brother, George Crowninshield, Jre, who died in

1817, was the owner of Cleopatra's Barge, the first American oceangoing yacht

lounched at Salem, October 21, 1816, Through the beneficence of Mrse Francis

B, Crowninshield, s replica of the cabin from Cleopatra's Barge, with some of

the orig_inal furnishings, is now on display at the Peabody Museum of Salem as
part of a new wing formally opsned September 1ll, 1953,

The property purchased in 1818 as the site for the (lew Custom House had _
been part of the inheritance Mary Derby Crowninshield received from her father,
Captein Richard Derby, 1712~1783 The latter had found it desirable to buy
the lot with a house on it in 1774 in order to eliminste a tavern kept there
by David Ropes, an inn-hglder. The house built by David Ropes and used as a
tavern, reports indicete, was a fine, square, twoestory, wooden structure
during the Crowninshield period of occupancy, with pilasters on the front and
a ocupola on the roof, crowned with the figure of a merchant holding & spy-glass
at arm's length and "scanning the horizon for his returning argosiese"

2



As o measure, doubtless to protect his residential estate, George .
Crowninshield bought in 1799 the lot on the westerly side of Orange Stréet,
opposite the present Custom House, It had been occupied bj a blacksmith's
forge and probebly en older dwellings Here in 1810~18ll1 a brieck ms;msion
designed by Samuel MocIntire was erected for Benjamin Crowninghield, who
made it his home until 1822, The structure was one of the last in Salem
designed by McIntire before his death in 1811, Since 1861 ths property
has been the Home for Aged Wamen, with e long brick addition being extended
at the rear of the originsl house in 1907,

In response to the notice in the Essex Register for the erection of a

Govermment building as e Custom House and Public Stores a number of proposals
were received and on August 1, 1818, articles of sgreement were drawn upe
William Roberts and Ebenezer Slocum, Jre, for $6,295 were to "find end provide
2ll the Rocks, stones, free stone bricks mortar lesd, ironwork, plank and
boards and all other materisls usually comprehended in mason's work," end
Joseph Edwerds and David Lord for $3,321 "all the timber, joice, plank boards
end ell other materials of every kind that mey be necessary and_ requisite for
completing the carpenters work of the outside, including the glesing and
single flooringe"

The plans on which the mason's and carpenter's proposgls were figured
have never been located in recent timess We know, however, that econamies had
to be effected and the design of the buildings ss first visualized had to be
somewhat modified, This is borme out by Robert S, Rantoul, Collector of the
Port, 1865«1869¢ In the .year of his retirement from office, Mrs Rantoul read
a paper before the Essex Institute in which he stated the original plan, instead
of calling for a single set of granite steps up to the platform of the front
porticq ms constructed, had "two winding flights of steps" approaching the main
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entrance from either side, "while four handsome pillars, rising to the entire
height of the front, supported a geble in the angle of which the ‘National em=
" blem, a carved esgle and shield, were conspicuously displayed.®
The specifications included in the articles of agreement to cover the
mason's work did not describe such an elaborate face for 'l?he build%ngs.
Detailed data as to dimensions, materiels and workmanship, however, were
presented to the partners in the mason contract as follows:
The Custom House to be forty-eight by forty feet and the store .
adjoining to be seventy feet by twenty-eight aocordiné to the plan,
the bagement story to be eight feet high above the ground in fromt
and made of good split rocks and lined up inside with bricks the
whole to be two feet thick, the stones ou*l;side to be hammered end
dressed in the best manner and laid in lime mortar and to be made
in 5 courses with a good foundstion laid under the basement wall
to prevent the building from settling == the cellar of the store
to be seven feet in the clear, and made of good split rocks two
feet thick, the underpinning to be good hammered stones and laid
in lime mortar, One door and one window on each side of the base=
ment story and two windows in frpnt in conformity to the plan,
The fremes of the doors in the basement to be made of stone and
worked in the best manmer, two doors and four wffndows to be in
the store cellar with stome frames to the doors, end iron gratings
to all the windows in the basement and store cellar with sashes
end woll glazed the brick mrk of the first story of both buildings
to be sixteen inches thick, the second and third stories to be
twolve inches thick the partition wall to be twelve inches from
the cellar to the roof the whole height of the building from the
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top of the basement to the top of the cornice to be twenty=-eight
feet, the ends of the store to be carried up with battlements

reised high enough in froent to receive and stape the ballustrade
against -= three sides of the Custom House and the projections

of the store in front to be laid with the best of pressed bricks,
t
the other three sides of the store to be laid with good merchan=,

table bricks the whole to be laid in the best workmanlike manner,
and well filled in with mortar =~ three stacks of chimnies to be
in the Custém House with two fire places in each stack the jambs

to be laid with pressed bricks == the chimnies to be carried to a
suiteble height above the roof and well secured with lead and

collered with putty on the roofs =~ Eighteen brick piers to be
reised in the cellar and bagement story 16 by 12 inches == The
stools to three doors in Custom House to be of free stone,. the

stools in the store of grenite, the caps and sills to all the
square windows and the sill to the circular windows to be of free

stone the window caps on the Custom Housel end the fromt of the

store to have a héndscma worked doubled key and those on the other
part of the store nine == and free stome bitt of a proper width
eround the Custom House «~ The platform on which the portico will
stazid will be 29 by 6.feet to be made in three stones placed so

the joints will come under the middle dolumns; the steps in front
of the platform will fell short of it three and a half feet at each
end and will be twgnty-two feet long == the tread 13 inches the risers
8 inches when laid, the first step to be curtailed so as to admit of
a full scroll to the rail -~ the tops of the side steps to be six
feet, six inches long end four feet wide the other steps four feet
long the tread 12 inches, the risers 8 inches when laid, and one
quarter scrole at bottom the portico and froxrb‘ and side steps all

to be enclosed in a handsome iron railinge
5



The contractors for the outside carpentry work were instructed in
a similer menners .

The Custom House will be forty-sight feet by forty, and the
store seventy by twenty=eight feet =~ The timbers for the floors
of the Custom House to be twelve in_ohes square, the Joice twelve
inches deep and three inches thick and sixteen inches from centre
to cel:':tre ~- Five timbers to be laid soross the floors of the
store, the first floor timbers to be fourteen inches square, joice
fourteen by 3-3 inches and twelve ‘inches from centre to centre the
timber and joice for the 2 and 3d stories of the store to be the
same size as those of the Custom House, the under floors to be
well leid with good merchgntable boards and well nailed == two
stair way to be framed in the store and iron dogs on all the
timbers that run into the walls == timber for the roof e viz;
the plates to be ten inches square beams ten inches; the rafters
nine by eight inches, the joice five by four inches, and twenty
inches from centre to centre, the beams éig_ht feet fram centre to
centre, the roof to hip{éd with two gutters a flat on t_he top _of
the roof about thirty-six by thirteen feet == with & ballustrade
around it conformeble to the plan well secured with iron bfacgs s
the roof and flet to be boarded with good merchanteble boards, and
shingled with shingles o:’c‘ the first quality a ballustrade on the
Custom House and on the fromt of the store to the battlement walls
et the ends of the store conformsble to the plan and well secured
with iron braces end knees -~ the covin to be made in the Ionic Order,
the cornice and faces to be made together in order to make the gutter

larger in the cormice. Eight tin conductors from the cornice to the
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grouund with leaden pipes on the back side of the store to be a

plain cornice gutter == to the Custom House there is to be three

doors w:i.'f:h hendséme fan and side lights the front conformeble to

the plan, the others somewhat different, the doors to be made

two inoches thick, properly proportioned == in the Custom House to

be nineteen windows, nine with oirculax: heads and ten with square

tops w:’!.’ch twelve ligh‘bs. in each window, the glass to be 18 by 12

inches, 'l?he seshes one and half inches thick, made with noosing

moulding, the frames to be made with pullies and fitted with

suitable weights f?r the windows =« two handsome double doors in '

the basement s-l;ory, t0 be two doors in the back side of the store,

made to double a1-1d well secured == the windows in the store conforme

able to th§ plan, twelve lights in o window the glass fourtegn by

ten inches, the lower ones to have shutters with good hinges, bar§

and bolts (keyed) end good end substential locks to all the doors,

end handsome brass latches to the Custom H.ouse doors == the portico

to be made in the Doric Order with carved l_eaves t.o thg capitals

end a carved leaf in each trigliph == the ballustrade according to

the plen the whole to be socured to the building with iron bolts

and knees == nll the glass in the buildings to be of the Boston

manufecture =- It is understood that the under floors of the buildings

are not to be laid until the brick work is finished.

According to the-articles of egreement the mason's and carpenter's work
on the buildings should have been ocompleted November i, 1818, but they were

not done until the latter part of the following wintere The Secretary of the
Treasury had originally allowed $10,000 for the construction of the buildings
in eddition to the cost of $5,000 for the lot fram the heirs of George Crownine
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shielde Consequently, he was disturbed to learn in s letter from the
Collector of the Port of Salem, February 22, 1819, that "an excess beyond
the sum appropriated of about 1700 dolls." had been created "by a departure
from the original plan, which was not only thought edviseble but really
necessary by the origilnal contract the rocfs of both buildings were to have
been shingled, but after a more mature deliberation for the better securety
of the buildings and the property which might be deposited in the publick
stores, it was thought in the opir_zion of our most respectible merchants
whose interest might be at haszard, indespensible that they should be slated"
The slates put on the Custom House at that time are still in place and

provicie excellent testimony as to the good judgment exercised in making the
more expensive substitute of slates for wooden s.hingles in the original
constructions A bill in the Custom House Records dated 'Noveunber 27, 1818,
gshows that "35 tons Imperial Slate" were procured at $35 per ton, less 2%
per cent, or a cost of $1,194,38, In addition there were bills for freighting
the 35 tons of slate from Boston at $2 a ton or $70 and wharfage charges at
14 cents a ton or $4,90, On December 21, 1818, Galbraith and Bulgin submitted
their bill from Boston for the labor of handling and laying the slate as
followss .

To 4909 feet of Slateing © 3 cte Dre fte o o o o o o o $147427

To 13 days of Slater Storing Slate at Custom Ho. o o o 34375

To 4 3/4 " of Do weighing & Stouing in vessel at
Boston at $2+25 per day s o ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ o o o o 10_9_6_8_
$163,32
The use of slate =~ heavier than wooden shingles ~~- made it necessary
to give added strength to "the plan and timber of the roof." The Collector

of the Port went on to explain in his letter of February 22, 1819, to the
Seoretary of the Treasury that the walls were carried up to the plates
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"the full thiockmess begun the better to support the roof, and the store
to have a pitched instead of an hiped roof, with battlement walls at the
ende" These alterations together with outside ard inside painting and
finishing the offices inside == work not included in the articles of
agreemont to cover the general contracting -~ prompted the Collector to
agk for a further eppropriation of $3,000, This sum the Secretary of the
Treasury denied, but by his reply of March 19, 1819, he allowed $2,000 with
the stern reminder that “no devietion from the original plan involving
edditional expense ought to have been attempted without the previous approe
bation of this Departmente"

The paeinting end finishing work were not completed until midsummer of
1819¢ Much of it, including additional masonry and carpentry jo’ps, appears
to have been paid for on e day labor basis. From bills tendered, the rate )
of pay for carpenters remged from $1¢35 to 1 2/3 dollars a days Stoms cutters,
masons and painters, at $2 a day, commanded somewhat higher remuneration.
Funds were sufficient to finish at this time only the first-floor offices,
including the _entry, stairs and hallvivay of the second floor, Decoration of
the fronmt door, the portico above it, and a window and balustrade over the
portico was also complet.ed. Jogeph MoIntire, Jr,, 1779-1852, a nephew of '
Semuel McIntire, 1757«1811, the well=known arohiteot'and wood=carver of Salem,
submitted the following bill on Mey 21, 1819, for carved work that inolw’ied
capitals for .the columns of the firstestory door and second-story window,
leaves and roses for the entablature of the portico and asmaller leaves and
roses for the front door:

To Carved Work for the Custom House Salem

® 8 'five inch Capitals for Window & Doore s o o o ¢ o ¢334e==

To Carved Work for Balastrade & vernishing Windowe ¢ ¢ o l2e==

®  Carved Leves 32, at 41 cents & 32 roses @ 25 cts each 2l.--

®  Carved 10 Smolae lLeves at 25 ctse & 17 roses at 8 otse 3486
$70. 66
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The preparation of plans for the Custom House and Public Steres
appears to have been the work of two Customs officers designated as
deputy agents to attend to the gensral construction ?f the buildings
by the Collector of the Port, Colonel Williem R, Lee, who also was
Govermment agent for erection of the buildingse These officers were
John Saunders, Surveyor of the Fort, 1818-1830, and Perley Putnam,
Welgher and Gauger. Putnam presemted an initial plan to the Collector
on June 19, 1818, and the Collector sent two drawings to the Secretary
of the Treasury on July 1 as the basis for procuring an appropriation
t6 erect the structurese By letter of July 7, the Secretary notified
the Collector that "dimimtion on the size of the buildings” would be
necessary to "reduce them to the level of the appropriation," with the
result that the plans hed to undergo further revision before the. articles
of agreement for the general masonry ard carpentry work were drawn up -
on August le

Saunders and Putnam did not regard their work as deputy agents.as
part of their regular duties as Customs officers and they avowed that
they were never remunerated for their services of drawing plans and
superintending the erection of the buildings. - When Collector Lee died
in office in 1824, they were astonished to find he had made no provision
to pay them for their servicese 4 memorial was subsequently prepared and
submitted by the congressmen from the district on their behalf to the.
somnittee on claims in Congress, but as late as May 7, 1834, Putnam was
writing a letter on the subject of his claim end contending that "the
goverment never got so much for their money as tbey did in the -building

¥
of.the Salem-Custam House A -Fublio Stores.™
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Robert Rantoul, Collector of the Port, 18651869, whose paper read
before the Essex Institute in 1869 has already been quoted, held a similar
point of views Up through Rantoul's period of office the Treasury had
spent $35,418,24 on the buildingse He also provided some information as
to the sources of materials employed in the comstruction as follc_»wss‘

Lumber was brow_aght from Maine, expressly for the purpose,

containing boards, which may be seen in the wainscoting, of the

very umusual width of twentyw~six inches in the clears The stones .

used for the underpining were of the native grenite of this region,

of the common gray hue, and were blasted out of bowlders and ledges

found in the pastures of Dawverss The slate-tiles, which are 9£

rare size and thickness, were brought from Wales for this work, and

the strangely~=colored flagwstones in front of the building were .

placed there at a later period, being brought from Potsdem, New York,

in 1854,

Decoration of the face of the buildings with the patriotic motif of the
national symbol, as already shown, had been visualized in the initial design
and the idea was not drepped after construction of the buildings got umierway.
Solomon Willard, a Boston carver and architect, 1783~1861, who later designed
and supervised the comstruction of the Bumker Hill Monument, had indf;.f:ated to
John Galbraith, one of the Boston sleters employed on the roofing job, that
he would ocharge ninety dollars o carve an eagle ®like the one upon the State
Bank Bostene" Galbraith quoted this price to the Collector by letter on
September 27, 1819, pointing out at the same time, however, that Willard
"had some thoughts of going to England and it would be five or six months
before he retur;zed." The matter of Willard turning out this decorative work
~of art apparently went no further, for..Joseph True, a skilful Salem carver,
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eventually produced a handsomely executed specimen and on Jenuary 19, 1826,
presented the following bill:

To making an Eagle for the Custom House = $50,00

To Blacksmith's Bill, for iron work to secure the

Eagle on the House. 99 1b at 17 Cts and work == 16,83

Carpenters Bill three days work at $1.75 per day == 5425

Stock for Securing Ballustrade == 1,41
Masons Bill for repairing Slate on House == 1,00
$74449

Nathaniel Hawthorme held the post of Surveyor of the Port, 1846-1849,
exd it was during these years he wrote his greatest romance, The Scarlet

Lettere The introduction to The Searlet Letter is emtitled "The Custome

House™ and in it Hawthorne gives his impressions of the building, his
associates and the enviromment in which he worked.

A number of changes were made in the Custom House after it was initially
constructed which, nsedless to say, were not in character with the origimal
style of the building, These additions and alterations were mainly the out~
coms of the availability of funds for expenditures at two different tj.mes:
1853-1854 and 1873, The finishing of the offices on the second floor, the
construction of a fireproof wvault for records on the first floor and the
addition of & cupola at the ceonter of the roof were the chief accomplishments
in 1853-1854, In 1873 about $4,000 was spent to cover the floors of the offioces
with carpets and cocoa matting and to install up-to=date counters and office
furniture of walnut and chestmut, The interior wells were also completely
redecorated, with the woodwork being artifically grained in the then fashion-
able light oake Major Ben Ferley FPoore of Newburyport was called in to supere
vise the worke
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Steps to revive the building more mearly to its origimal character
were initiated while David Mason Little served as Collector, 1903-1913,
The interior woodwork was repainted white.. Buff paint was sandblasted
from the exterior brickwork and ti¥# wood trim restored to white from brown.
The Natlomal Park Service assumed ocustody of the building as part of Sglem
Maritime National Historie Site in 1937. Work performed by the Service has
congisted mainly of urgent re%nbilitaﬁ@bn and repairss In the period imme=-
diately prior to World War II, however, it was possible "ho restore the front
door and much of the brass hardware on the doors :lns:!.de, whichk had been
replaced by that of the so-called "Eastlake" pettern, probably in 1873« The
counters and other fixed office equipment of 1873 were also removed, and &
heavily plastered moulding of the same period on the ceiling of the large
east room on the firast floor, Further restoration awaits the aveilability

of funds and study of architectural details,

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE; Many of the documents, including letters and bills,
'r_e'ia‘bing to the erection of the Custom House and Public Stores are available
a8 part of the Custom House Records, Some of these doouments were printed

in David Mason Little's artiole "Documentary History of the Salem Custom
House," Essex Institute Historical Colleotions, Vole LXVII (1931), ppe 1=26,
145-160 and 266=280, Others appear among these notes for the first time,
Information of particular value, in the absence of detailed commentary in

the primary sources, is elso to be found in Robert Se Rantoul, "The Port of
Salem," a peper read before the Essex Institute, June 1869, in Essex

Institute Historical Colleotions, Vole X, Part I (1869) pps 52«72, and in
Robert S, Ranmtoul, DeWitt S, Clark amd George M, Whipple, A Record of the
First Fifty Years'of the Old ladies Home st Salem, 1910, Rantoul, who lived
from 1832 to 1922, was in an espocinlly good position as Collector of the Fort,
1865-1869, to piok up worthwhile information from his elders and contemporaries
as well as his own studiess Fiske Kimball, Mre Samuel MoIntire, Carver, The
Architect of Salem, 1940, ig also generally heipfule
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I» toltati« of »ondata». This solar #cL** la
e I'hoti y a*h™of*tbo 1380*0, probably taken oftor

tho repairs oad ropointiag

“ e rJUaa of 1866 aUtot Tho entire brick and woodwork
W tM r tsldo toeladtbg osmio ood ¢enec# to bo *cr«p#d cloeaed and
rtofood Uree Q) <:t* of tho beet toed *nd llnoood oil,” I Intuito
TR TH Fe <» o*? dme Aok VAll Vvendwork that_1* w _Sorb- inetaa ;
bolaotrodo™»>, pillero, vinctor frees* comice* &0 1t bo rtonrtite”

«gpeero «ostala that the painting of 1386-87 was tho flrat
<p? A" «storiar briok vall*; hod bom pointed alno« tho 183351 raneve-
Uort. iboro 1* no St of pointing tho briockwork in tho docuaunt™
Jxrwininc to tho " <"awianisetion,™™ Although ti» bridwork w?s
r~oiawd and vopolnt#4 at that tins, ftv
urtefc walla wore siwOr aaWril brick. ZaW , 9m RPovUgr Poor*, iIn
bio So>at on tho fatale Elidine* of 9or "aglud, at«tm that tho
Cootoa Uctt=0 «B* 1n m -w impair, tetlap, By m w , that lbs o”™wrlor
vIU oooo nood mfodntiag sad painting.B 10 objmt boro va* ««m
r>ofdJE, A* at oltoraatiro to th* palatine, h* rooo”adod ti*
oppliaation of »aatla, Vhiab, bo said, bad boon nood ritb ocnsiderahl™
*MWt WBrM* t « n _«« both pobUo and prtacto bvil/iU's
10 aaotnm Heceodh-jsotta, R brick pointing of 1836 o;pooro to bo the
fimi action on podr#* report.



The reaeratirm of 1*73 priwvtriljr a grand Tictexlensatton
of the inferior. Kowartr, the «Cterior agpearanse woo canotdorahiy
oodiflorf «loo* Althoulifc the brickwork woo only repainted end re-
paired, th« «tterior woodwork mi In port rebunlt or replaced, pointed
brown and eended. In his final rvpcti to the Superwietr™ Architect
(hoe. 30, 1*73), Superintend«** report«» ‘The Paint«» Silded
the lar# Letter« cm the front of the building, the ha~« aaéle on
tht balustrade, the ornament on the cépele end the bell on the- flag-
staff]| ® painted the cuyola, balustrades, ooving, trvtrt portloo and
etorw doer« With two eoata OF brown, eadnf the loot eoet$ - peirded
the 1ron rQllingje on the front and and steps, the iron Kiuttara of
the besaottd, end the lromerk of the fUcetaff, balustrades and eagle
w ith two ooeta OF blaofc] - painted the outside windier blinda two coats
of green, the e __ee=: ftmee estt tutes two coat» of white«l

TUl« tehee ns haek new to the critical remodelling ef 1*53*5*,
when the copela wee added. And the capole, 1t alieuld be noted, 1s
the only enor additftan to the «etorler of the original building.
The ol «tsafc photograph of the Coaton Bones dates fro* the Clril
Ver period and w¢sia shons the building in i1ts elate after the 1*5>7
veri end hafere the watt of 1815.  the photograph shews what
to he red brick wells with esowplelo* whit mortar Jirtlce G}
the painting ro/arre-i to iy DUioui fi» 1901)« The phcte raph slao elkiee
Wi wight ha talen for white vooteerki but 1t wae net wnite. Tec wgr
recall the old uho™aph of the Preaideni Johnson Hsuj* at Greensville
Taniu It *Ted the brink walla vita pencilling, and fren the
graph one might interpret the woocteork ae white, «han In fact we 1>rkd
It to he ochrex m e ie precisely the sen with the Solan Cuete» House

Bow to fin ! «crurate paint laywe ca the Custota Reuse ie Almost

Isposelole, t* the woodwork was stripped ie 1686, 1897, 190, and
1922« Hcwwrer, In the .. ... ef 195* we found thick laywro behind
t uscanthh » -j roe of t'™ erti ©Otx.:. « - 01 eroessT € piece- *w

aentb t ay edaaed 1(7 the nony strippers« Barter the white we found
brown with send« Qtedesr the brawn only ochre next to the wood. This
corroborate* the *M M i« end the «ctarlcr
‘oodwertc wee sj, m. @'/ (1819) paiat«d echw and wae painted ochre
again in 1653-5** (Jk> «end u n til 1&7%)

Here are aoe ef the details fro- the paint bill of 1G3:5*

.50 u lino White 55*00
u yell (tere h ¢, «6t
12 Coll» Japan 1*25 15*00
hO Terd Coexe 12.00
I5 - FH*«* paint 12 1/2 2.00
h Olile Spirita T. 3.00
5**1
90

1 lelle jlinc iteyw

»



1 i/2 Oalla Cnpa-il ?arsl«h b,00
i/f Qulra Sand ?up*r

Altheudh tha paint bill includes sen» material# for the intenter,
awweral 1Ums w* aifittiflcunt to our probldn, 7ou will ratio* toe
large amount* oi ochre and red (the cheapest plianta®’, which would
thus ba suited to large aatamal areas, 1 interpret td-, together
rith the Deland stcbeasTit of 1901, to* phot« ,jr # «»ijl the r**t, to

that in 1Q5y-5K tha brick well« war* pointed ran with wilt#
pencilled Jeinw, Thar* is no doubt in a? mine U w .. 103-5Z
the oupolt, aomice, balustrade, and portioo vvr© painted «Ohr#

" sigjfcterf, *to,) waj inrlucad * .t *j- o -.mecifje »

cirtc and linsead oil paint laid on In tha bash maimer and fini*/ -d of
with ¢-rather ooat of similar paint tinted to oronaa oulor,"

A picture of tha Chataoot Kou»- as it was re® tailed in 185>»59
olearly, fba original picture of the build!

finlajped in 1819 1» »or* difficult to ruc&pturw, baci iae tha document*
ar* lees conplste, Tha palatl if c® tract wee let to Jcmuel Siaonch.
of Sai#», who reread to paint ¢11 of too art«rior woomrcaic ... t. «
Cushcw House, specifically includine bftlusirr dea, doors, vi/idearsf
vi. IK'r annitars, Cerring, portino, and ra tlin ;Jt at t&
day for labor, ano attHUng par po-rat for point, iO/6 par gallon "or
oil, ad nino pano® par pound for putty, T OPFS<e:* inc! ided U™
lobo* for glasing: tha windows, «ni tha b ill sas# to 98,0 foi ids
outside poldtir®. Colon» «ra hot t'paolfiati either * « troc- or
vduellerai however, I ballar# that our paint s«.ipl# of 195@ iodici t«
that tt<e portico, balustrade, condo®©, etc, van» a val o0oivro, se
they vara in 1853*5**»

Thara is no au.FPxtie*t In the surviving origine. icae."tst.,
the exterior bricknork Wis pointed In 13itwiot althc*\ -tpaistlr.
bricknork vets cartvinly known in :,al«n  that tine, TOr tha 3a2«ss
Jurist Bant: py (rol. IFf, p, 313)* vriiing In 191, *vr that a

pitch

in tha -beano* of doerjssentation i knowing t.a fir ~ ;1 dJ.ffl/J -c
>n {fitting tda original building finished, 1 am stro £A] inclined to
believe that tha brink wall war*» net paint* i unrtil 1833-5"»

Ti+ original color of tha «octerior ircnwoxt 1» :ot indie, ted Ir
the doc carats, Tha window shutter* vara probably irtd srsan, K&
lot of graar. was uaad in the int<y/*ior pei:itijt;i in fact, ti"™%x la G
only pigment «pacified, The shuttors wwn» cert inly I pat of t
original building, although not included in the firct contract,
war» an «octra, adiad during tha course of ocnalructiont nine j"sir»
of abutters for tha first story windows at >10,87 1/f «Ktri po 8
Boinc an aftartho»”™_t, tfcay do not fit yary wall aisout the ccltwn»
wh«T. open, fba abuttars ai*e apparently tha on*« included in the >
grc,oh of the 1860%*«,






