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for approval.
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U N I T E D  S T A T E S

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  IN T E R IO R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SALS1 MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 
Custom House, Derby Street 

Salon, Massachusetts

April 3, 1959

. ?r'.ncuc

Regional Director, Region Five

Promt Superintendent, Salem Maritime National Historic Site 
abject: Historic Building Report - Custom **ouse and Derby House

Attached for your review are copies, in quintuplicate, 
of two Historic Building Reports. One relates to the Cuntorn House; 
the other to the Derby House.

The preparation of a similar report on the Run Shop 
presents a perplexing problem. There is a complete lack of basic 
historical data on this building. It is thus practically impossible 
at this time to assemble the report. later in the year when the 
seasonal ranger-historian* report for duty, I may find the time to 
investigate the history of this structure.

Research in this instance is definitely required for a 
Historic Building Report on the Run Shop.

Harold I. lessen 
Supe rlnt undent

Attachments
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Section 5# Heoâ aendation for Resaarcli

HISTOiSCAL M m

§0iêÊB %» tf
Sectic«! 2* Historical Associations 
Section 3. Historical >SrnXunl,i<m

CiâPflSS 111



M H !



Saetto» 1 
 ̂ JL

m m  Mm mm'm  of m u m o

Guata» Boas®, Building îfo* 1,



Chapfcer 1
Sectioa £ 

1

i f i w j  m:: of mimici

ìfie Casto» ììm m is »s*à m  e eo»binatIai ¿iuaetta, 
visitor contarf and park ìì>sa,<iquart®rs, fho approvai KIBSIOI 66 
DOTelopraant Sa» and tha lìaatar Pian, assidi ths samo functìoas 
to tha struotar#.



Smtim 3
Pag* 1

provision wok op'mj.mm n: ■ .©uixsar;

fhe Custom House ie and will b& oper&fcad with ragularly 
app»pyiitt«§d funds» H© departure fras this prscties is contemplated. 
Mot is it proposed to enter m y  oooperativo agreawAs is th® 
operation of this building.
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It is proposed to atrip the existing- paint on feh© exterior 
trim of th# Custom Houaa, .-axi to repaint mum matching the original 
colors as oloa«Xy m  poasibl«. In the paint raaov&l process, every 
effort will b® mû& to record. and prosorsm original svMonc»«

Secondly, to replace obsolete, deftsctivs température control 
unit on central heating systea with a iaod©ra unit.

Cost
fainting. » . 
Replace «life.
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fok Erases
f r o im m r Comsillj of the University of Illinois is 

j>r$fcris% an architectural Slot cry of this building* Ha is 
fortunate in. the Lor;.;;© ;i.;«ount of original lu&tes-ial available, 
specifications, vouchers, official correspondence* ote* \%mn 

this report is aabattisti this spring, it should ba oarelttlly 
studied. If there are any gaps da« to lack of domeeritary 
material, a research project should he organised to attempt to 
uncover flie desired material. For ex&opla, the original drawings 
of the buildings have m t been found; nor has any ¡¡»fcerial on the 
original eotfcerior colors hem discovered.
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Section 1 comprisse s'ejporfc m  Custom House 
prepared by Mwia Small in August 1954

Sections 2-3 prepared by Supeilntcnclant toas»



Section». 1
Page 1

HISfmiCAI BmKSHICTIOR fO fiS SfMJOffSB
This section is covered by the attached report prepared 

by ie r m t superintendent Sdwin ;-ib Small, dated August 16, 1914.



August 16, 1954
Notes on the Custom House 

Hart of Salem Maritime National Historió Site 
Derby Street, Salem, Massachusetts

by Edwin W. Small* Superintendent

The Essex Register, Salem* July 18, 1818, carried the following item:

NEW CUSTOM HOUSE.

NOTICE.

The Government of the U, States have directed that a 

Custom House and Public Stores should be built in the 

Port of Salem, Mass, on the site fronting Derby Street 

late the Homestead of George Crowninshield Sen. Esq. 

deceased, Notice is hereby given, that proposals will be 

reoeived by the subscriber until the 28th day of July
« inst* under seal from all persons who may be disposed to 

furnish the material and complete the foresaid Buildings 

in conformity to the Plans, which may at any time, pre­

viously be examined by John Saunders Esq., Surveyor.

William R. Lee.
July 15. Collector.

t

The ’’Homestead of George Crowninshield,” mentioned in-the notice, 

consisted of a "Mansion House," about 50 feet by 38 feet, a "Wood-house,"
"Out house" and "Stable" on a lot approximately 80 feet by 200 feet with 

an ample garden on the easterly side of Orange Street and directly opposite 

Derby Wharf on the water side of Derby Street. A committee of five prominent 

Salem merchants, appointed to select a suitable site for the Custom House, had 

reported favorably on the location May 26, 1818, and the Government had acquired 

it from the Crowninshield Estate for the sum of $5,000. George Crowninshield, 

the owner, had died in 1815 and his wife two years earlier.



By an alliance in 1757 with Mary Derby, daughter of Captain Richard 

Derby and sister of the great merchant, Elias Basket Derby, George Crownin- 

shield had not only married into an illustrious seafaring family but also 

became the progenitor of one of his own* His six sons went to sea in their 

early teens and exoept the youngest, who died in the West Indies at the age 

of fourteen, all became shipmasters before they were twenty* With practical 
experience of this type to build on, the shipping and mercantile firm of 

George Crowninshield and Sons was formed and operated until 1809*

After 1800, at least two of the sons became important politically in 

the party of Thomas Jefferson* Jacob, a member of Congress for eight years, 

declined the post of Secretary of the Navy in Jefferson’s Cabinet# A younger 

brother, Benjamin, however, acoepted the position under Madison and held it 

frcm 1814 to 1818* Another brother, George Crowninshield, Jr*, who died in 

1817, was the owner of Cleopatra’s Barge, the first American oceangoing yacht 

launched at Salem, October 21, 1816# Through the beneficence of Mrs* Francis 

B, Crowninshield, a replioa of the cabin from Cleopatra’s Barge, with some of 

the original furnishings, is now on display at the Peabody Museum of Salem as 

part of a new wing formally opened September 11, 1953*

The property purchased in 1818 as the site for the «lew Custom House lad 

been part of the inheritance Mary Derby Crowninshield received from her father, 

Captain Richard Derby, 1712-1783* The latter had found it desirable to buy 

the lot with a house on it in 1774 in order to eliminate a tavern kept there 

by David Ropes, an inn-holder. The house built by David Ropes and vised as a 

tavern, reports indicate, urns a fine, square, two-story, wooden structure 

during the Crowninshield period of occupanoy, with pilasters on the front and 

a cupola on the roof, crowned with -the figure of a merchant holding a spy-glass 

at arm’s length and Mscaxming the horizon for his returning argosies*w
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As a measure, doubtless to protect his residential estate, George 

Crowninshield bought in 1799 the lot on ihe -westerly side of Orange Street, 

opposite the present Custom House, It had been occupied by a blacksmith’s 

forge and probably an older dwelling* Here in 1810-1811 a brick mansion 

designed by Samuel Mclntire was erected for Benjamin Crowninshield, who 

made it his home until 1822* The structure was one of the last in Salem 
designed by Mclntire before his death in 1811, Since 1861 the property 

has been the Home for Aged Women, with a long brick addition being extended 

at the rear of the original house in 1907,
In response to the notice in the Essex Register for the erection of a 

Government building as a Custom House and Fublio Stores a number of proposals 

were received and on August 1, 1818, articles of agreement were drawn up*

William Roberts and Ebenezer Slocrn, Jr*, for $6,295 were to "find and provide 

all the Rocks, stones, free stone bricks mortar lead, ironwork, plank and 

boards and all other materials usually comprehended in mason’s work,” and 

Joseph Edwards and David Lord for $3,321 "all the timber, joice, plank boards 

and all other materials of every kind that may be necessary and requisite for 

completing the carpenters work of the outside, including the glazing and 

single flooring,”

The plans on which the mason’s and carpenter’s proposals were figured 

have never been looated in recent times* We know, however, that economies had 
to be effected and the design of the buildings as first visualized had to be 

somewhat modified. This is borne out by Robert S, Rantoul, Collector of the 

Port, 1865-1869, In the year of his retirement from office, Mr* Rantoul read 

a paper before the Essex Institute in which he stated the original plan, instead 

of calling for a single set of granite steps up to the platform of the front 
portico aa constructed, had "two. winding flights, of steps” approaching the main
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entrance from either side, "while four handsome pillars, rising to the entire 

height of the front, supported a gable in the angle of which the National em­

blem, a oarved eagle and shield, were conspicuously displayed."

The specifications inoluded in the articles of agreement to cover the 

mason's work did not describe such an elaborate face for the buildings. 

Detailed data as to dimensions, materials and workmanship, however, were 

presented to the partners in the mason contraot as follows*

The Custom House to be forty-eight by forty feet and the store 

adjoining to be seventy feet by twenty-eight according to the plan, 

the basement story to be eight feet high above the ground in front 

and made of good split rooks and lined up inside with bricks the 

whole to be two feet thick, the stones outside to be hammered and 
dressed in the best manner and laid in lime mortar and to be made 

in 5 courses with a good foundation laid under the basement wall 

to prevent the building from settling —  the cellar of the store 

to be seven feet in the clear, and made of good split rocks two 

feet thick, the underpinning to be good hammered stones and laid 

in lime mortar, One door and one window on each side of the base­

ment story and two windows in front in conformity to the plan.

The frames of the doors in the basement to be made of stone and 

worked in the best manner, two doors and four windows to be in 

the store cellar with stone frames to the doors, and iron gratings 

to all the windows in the basement and store cellar with sashes 

and well glazed the brick work of the first story of both buildings 

to be sixteen inches thick, the second and 'third stories to be 

twelve inches thick the partition wall to be twelve inches from 

the cellar to the roof the whole height of the building from the

4



top of the basement to the top of the cornice to be twenty-eight 
feet, the ends of the store to be carried up with battlements
raised high enough in front to receive and stape the ballustrade 
against —  three sides of the Custom House and the projections
of the store in front to be laid with the best of pressed bricks,*the other three sides of the store to be laid with good merchan-, 
table bricks the whole to be. laid in the best workmanlike manner, 
and well filled in with mortar —  three stacks of ohimnies to be 
in the Custom House with two fire places in each stack the jambs 
to be laid with pressed brioks —  the chimnies to be carried to a 
suitable height above the roof and well secured with lead and 
collered with putty on the roof* —  Eighteen brick piers to be 
raised in the cellar and basement story 16 by 12 inches ~  The 
stools to three doors in Custom House to be of free stone, thè 
stools in the store of granite, the oaps and sills to all the 
square windows and the sill to the circular windows to be of free 
stone the window caps on the Custom House' and the front of the 
store to have a handsome worked doubled key and those on the other 
part of the store nine —  and free stone bitt of a proper width 
around the Custom House —  The platform on which the portico will 
stand will be 29 by 6 feet to be made in three stones placed so
the joints will come tinder the middle columns * the steps in front 
of the platform will fall short of it three and a half feet at each 
end and will be twenty-two feet long —  the tread 13 inches the risers 
8 inches when laid, the first step to be curtailed so as to admit of 
a full scroll to the rail —  the tops of the side steps to be six 
feet, six inches long and four feet wide the other steps four feet 
long the tread 12 inches, the risers 8 inches when laid, and one 
quarter scrole at bottom the portico and front and side steps all 
to be enclosed in a handsome iron railing*
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The contractors for the outside carpentry work were instructed in 

a similar manner*

The Custom House will he forty-eight feet by forty, and the 

store seventy by twenty-eight feet —  The timbers for the floors 

of the Custom House to be twelve inohes square, the joice twelve 

inches deep and three inches thiok and sixteen inches from centre 

to centre —  Five timbers to be laid aoross the floors of the 

store, the first floor timbers to be fourteen inches square, joice 

fourteen by 3-^ inches and twelve inches from centre to centre the 
timber and joice for the 2 and 3d stories of the store to be the 

same size as those of the Custom House, the under floors to be 

well laid with good merchantable boards and well nailed —  two 

stair way to be framed in the store and iron dogs on all the 

timbers that run into the walls -- timber for the roof -- vizj 

the plates to be ten inches square beams ten inches} the rafters 

nine by eight inches, the joice five by four inches, and twenty 

inches from centre to centre, the beams eight feet from centre to 

centre, the roof to higifd with two gutters a flat on idle top of 

the roof about thirty-six by thirteen feet —  with a ballustrade 

around it conformable to the plan well secured with iron braces, 
the roof and flat to be boarded with good merchantable boards, and 

shingled with shingles of the first quality a ballustrade on the 

Custom House and on the front of the store to the battlement walls 

at the ends of the store conformable to the plan and well secured 

with iron braces and knees —  the covin to be made in the Ionic Order, 

the cornice and faces to be made together in order to make the gutter 

larger in the cornice« Eight tin conductors from the cornice to the
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ground with leaden pipes on the back side of the store to be a 

plain cornice gutter —  to the Custom House there is to be three 

doors with handsome fan and side lights the front conformable to 

the plan, the others semewhat different, the doors to be made 

two inohes thick, properly proportioned —  in the Custom House to 

be nineteen windows, nine with circular heads and ten with square 

tops with twelve lights in each window, the glass to be 18 by 12 

inches, the sashes one and half inches thick, made with noosing 

moulding, the frames to be made with pullies and fitted with 

suitable weights for the windows —  two handsome double doors in 

the basement story, to be two doors in the back side of the store, 

made to double and well secured —  the windows in the store conform­

able to the plan, twelve lights in a window the glass fourteen by 

ten inches, the lower ones to have shutters with good hinges, bars 

and bolts (keyed) and good and substantial locks to all the doors, 

and handsome brass latches to the Custom House doors —  the portico 

to be made in the Doric Order with carved leaves to the capitals 

and a carved leaf in each trigliph —  the ballustrade according to 

the plan the whole to be secured to the building with iron bolts 

and knees —  all the glass in the buildings to be of the Boston 

manufacture —  It is understood that the under floors of the buildings 

are not to be laid until the brick work is finished#

According to the articles of agreement the mason*s and carpenter*s work 

on the buildings should have been completed November 1, 1818, but they were

not done until the latter part of the following winter# The Secretary of the 
Treasury had originally allowed #10,000 for the construction of the buildings 
in addition to the cost of $5,000 for the lot from the heirs of George Crownin*
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shield* Consequently, he was disturbed to learn in a letter from the 

Collector of the Port of Salem, February 22, 1819, that ”an excess beyond 

the sum appropriated of about 1700 dolls.” had been created ”by a departure 

from the original plan, which was not only thought advisable but really 

necessary by the original contract the rocfs of both buildings were to have 

been shingled, but after a more mature deliberation for the better securety 

of the buildings and the property which might be deposited in the publiok 

stores, it was thought in the opinion of our most respectible merchants 
whose interest might be at hazard, indespensible that they should be slated.” 

The slates put on the Custom House at that time are still in place and 
provide excellent testimony as to the good judgment exercised in making the 

more expensive substitute of slates for wooden shingles in the original 

construction. A bill in the Custom House Records dated November 27, 1818, 
shows that ”35 tons Imperial Slate” were procured at $35 per ton, less 2g 

per cent, or a cost of $1,194.38» In addition there were bills for freighting 

the 35 tons of slate from Boston at $2 a ton or $70 and wharfage charges at 

14 cents a ton or $4»90. On December 21, 1818, Galbraith and Bulgin submitted 

their bill from Boston for the labor of handling and laying the slate as 

followss

To 4909 feet of Slateing © 3 ct. pr. ffc. . . . * • • «  $147.27

To l|r days of Slater Storing Slate at Custom Ho. • » * 3.37g

To 4 3/4 ” of Do weighing & Stouing in vessel at
Boston at $2,25 per day . . . . . . . . . .  10g68

1161.32

The use of slate —  heavier than wooden shingles —  made it necessary 

to give added strength to ”the plan and timber of the roof.” The Collector

of the Port went on to explain in his letter of February 22, 1819, to the 
jJeoretary of -the Treasury that the walls, were .carried, up to the plates
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"the full thiokness begun the better to support the roof, and the store 

to have a pitched instead of an hiped roof, -with battlement walls at the 

end*" These alterations together with outside and inside painting and 

finishing the offioes inside —  work not included in the articles of 

agreement to cover the general contracting —  prompted the Collector to 

ask for a further appropriation of $3,000« This sum the Secretary of the 

Treasury denied, but by his reply of March 19, 1819, he allowed $2,000 with 

the stern reminder that "no deviation from the original plan involving 

additional expense ought to have been attempted without the previous appro­

bation of this Department*"

The painting and finishing work were not completed until midsummer of 

1819* Much of it, including additional masonry and carpentry jobs, appears 

to have been paid for on a day labor basis* From bills tendered, the rate 

of pay for carpenters ranged from $1*35 to 1 2/3 dollars a day* Stone cutters, 
masons and painters, at $2 a day, commanded somewhat higher remuneration*

Funds were sufficient to finish at this time only the first-floor offices, 

including the entry, stairs and hallway of the second floor* Decoration of 
the front door, the portico above it, and a window and balustrade over the 

portico was also completed* Joseph Mclntire, Jr*, 1779-1852, a nephew of 

Samuel Mclntire, 1757-1811, the well-known architect and wood-carver of Salem, 

submitted the following bill on May 21, 1819, for carved work that included 

capitals for the columns of the first-story door and second-story window, 

leaves and roses for the entablature of the portico and smaller leaves and 

roses for the front doort

To Carved Work for the Custom House Salem
" 8 five inch Capitals for Window & Door* • • • • • •  *$34*~
To Carved Work for Balastrade & vernishing Window* • • • 12*—
" Carved Leves 32* at 41 cents & 32 roses 9 25 cts each 21* —
" Carved 10 .Smola Leves- at 25 cts* is 17 roses at 8 cts* 3*86

$70.86
9



The preparation of plans for the Custom House and Public Stores 

appears to have been the work of two Customs officers designated as 

deputy agents to attend to the general oonstruotion of the buildings 

by the Collector of the Port, Colonel William R* Lee, who also was 

Government agent for ereotion of the buildings* These officers were 

John Saunders, Surveyor of the Port, 1818-1830, and Per ley Putnam,

Weigher and Gauger* Putnam presented an initial plan to the Collector 

on June 19, 1818, and the Collector sent two drawings to the Secretary 

of the Treasury on July 1 as the basis for procuring an appropriation 

tb erect the structures# By letter of July 7, the Secretary notified 

the Collector that wdiminution on the size of the buildings” would be 

necessary to ”reduoe them to the level of the appropriation,” with the 

result that the plans had to undergo further revision before the. articles 

of agreement for the general masonry and carpentry work were drawn up 

on August 1*

Saunders and Putnam did not regard their work as deputy agents .as

part of their regular duties as Customs officers and they avowed that

they were never remunerated for their services of drawing plans and

superintending the erection of the,buildings* ■ When Collector.Lee died

in office in 1824, they were astonished to find he had made no provision

to pay them for their services* A memorial was subsequently prepared and'

submitted by the congressman from the district on their behalf to the.

committee on claims in Congress, but as late as May 7, 1834, Putnam was

writing a letter on the subject of his claim' and contending that ”the
government never got so much for their money a* -they did in the building

« *of-the. .Sal-ent- Custom Bouse J* -JflubJio -Stores*

. H . |  L



Robert Rantoul, Collector of the Port, 1865*1869, whose paper read 

before the Essex Institute in 1869 has already been quoted, held a similar 

point of view, Up through Rantoul*s period of office the Treasury had 

spent $35,418,24 on the buildings# Be also provided some information as 

to the sources of materials employed in ihe construction as follows»

Lumber was brought from Maine, expressly for the purpose, 

containing boards, which may be seen in the wainscoting, of the 

very unusual width of twenty-six inches in the dear# The stones 

used for the underpining were of the native granite of this region, 

of the common gray hue, and were blasted out of bowlders and ledges 

found in the pastures of Danvers# The slate-tiles, which are of 

rare size and thickness, were brought from Wales for this work, and 

the strangely-colored flag-stones in front of the building were 

placed there at a later period, being brought from Potsdam, Hew York, 

in 1854,

Decoration of the face of the buildings with the patriotic motif of the 

national symbol, as already shown, had been visualized in the initial design 

and the idea was not dropped after construction of the buildings got underway# 

Solomon Willard, a Boston carver and architect, 1783-1861, who later designed 

and supervised the construction of the Bunker Hill Monument, had indicated to 

John Galbraith, one of the Boston slaters employed on the roofing job, that 

he would oharge ninety dollars to carve an eagle Hlike the one upon the State 

Bank Boston#n Galbraith quoted this price to the Collector by letter on 

September 27, 1819, pointing out at the same time, however, that Willard 

nhad some thoughts of going to England and it would be five or six months 

before he returned#n The matter of Willard turning out this decorative work 
af ext apparently went no further* for. Joseph True, a skilful Salem carvel*#
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eventually produced a handsomely executed specimen and on January 19, 1826,

presented the following bill»

To making an Eagle for the Custom House —  050*00

To Blacksmith*s Bill, for iron work to secure the 

Eagle on the House. 99 lb at 17 Cts and work —  16,83

Carpenters Bill three days work at 01,75 per day —  5#25

Stock for Securing Ballustrade —  1*41

Masons Bill for repairing Slate on House —  1*00

074*49

Nathaniel Hawthorne held the post of Surveyor of the Port, 1846-1849, 

and it was during these years he wrote his greatest romance, The Scarlet 

Letter* The introduction to The Soarlet Letter is entitled “The Custom- 

House" and in it Hawthorne gives his impressions of the building, his 

associates and the environment in which he worked*

A number of changes were made in the Custom House after it was initially 

constructed which, needless to say, were not in character with the original 

style of the building* These additions and alterations were mainly the out­

come of the availability of funds for expenditures at two different times* 

1853-1854 and 1873* The finishing of the offices on the second floor, the 

construction of a fireproof vault for records on the first floor and the 

addition of a cupola at the center of the roof were the chief accomplishments 

in 1853-1854* In 1873 about 04,000 was spent to cover the floors of the offices 
with carpets and cocoa matting and to install up-to-date counters and office 

furniture of walnut and chestnut. The interior walls were also completely 

redecorated, -with the woodwork being artifically grained in the then fashion­
able light oak* Major Bon Iferley Pbore of Newburyport T/mjs called in to super­
vise the work*
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Steps to revive the "building more nearly to its original character 

were initiated while David Mason Little served as Collector, 1903-1913«

The interior woodwork was repainted white« Buff paint was sandblasted 
from the exterior Brickwork and t}ftt wood trim restored to white from brown* 

The National Park Service assumed oustody of the building as part of Salem 

Maritime National Historic Site in 1937« Work performed by the Service has 

consisted mainly of urgent rehabilitation and repairs« In the period imme­

diately prior to World Whr II, however, it was possible to restore the front 

door arid muoh of the brass hardware on the doors inside, which had been 

replaced by that of the so-called "Eastlake* pattern, probably in 1873« The 

counters and other fixed offioe equipment of 1873 were also removed, and a 

heavily plastered moulding of the same period on the ceiling of the large 

east room on the first floor« Further restoration awaits the availability 

of funds and study of architectural details«

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE» Many of the documents, including letters and bills, 
relating to the. erection of the Custom House and Public Stores are available 
as part of the Custom House Records« Some of these documents were printed 
in David Mason Little^ artiole "Documentary History of the Salem Custom 
House," Essex Institute Historical Collections, Vol« 1XVII (1931), pp« 1-26, 
145-160 and 265-286. Sthers appear*among these notes for the first time« 
Information of particular value, in the absence of detailed commentary in 
the primary sources, is also to be found in Robert S« Rantoul, "The Port of 
Salem," a paper read before the Essex Institute, June 1869, in Essex'
Institute Historical Collections, Vol* X, ftirt I (1869) pp, 52-72, and in 
Robert S, Rantoul, DeWitt S« Clark and George M, Whipple, A Record of the 
First Fifty Years of the Old Ladies Home at Salem, 1910« Rantoul, who lived 
from 1832 to 1926, was in an especially good position as Collector of the Port, 
1865-1869, to pick up worthwhile information from his elders and contemporaries 
as well as his own studies« Fiske Kimball, Mr. Samuel Molntlre, Carver, The 
Architect of Salem, 1940, ia also generally helpful. —  "
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Chapter |l
Suction 2
Page X

historical association
4 The Gusts®, House stands today as a phyeleal spibol of
Salas»« rseaarkable maritime history. Here «®r# colleated imposts 
used to finance the operations of the Federal Government, Hot« 41. 
m  surveyed and registered many of the Teasels illustrious in the 
annals of our Merchant Marine*

Nathaniel Hawthorne is, of course, intimately associated 
with this structure. He worked hare fro® M 46 to 1849 as Surveyor :: 
of the Port of Salta, The introductory chapter to his great classic„ 
ftm Scarlet totter, it titled nTti& Custom House."

Genera! «lames Miller, Collector of Customs from 1824 to 
1S49, was a hero of the far of 1812, At the Batti« of Lundy's Lane, 
tie uttered a remark famous in our military tradition, "I'll Try Sir." 
Miller served as Governor of the Arkansas Territory i



Section. 3 Pag« 1

llSîô&ICXi ..WâlUâïîSi

f t »  Casti» Ilouae aarits prosarmi ion and MtsrprÄation for 

tè® foliowiag reasonss
1, A symbol of an iiaportanfc chapter in our national àwtì-opasat, jmi&eîy, aaritime enterprise,
2, 3xc«Hanoo as an example of early 19th oeatury pabilo 

architecture» 3

3, lawfcheme association»
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i « ‘Ay parw dll*: 1 * vM t©,* to of th * 1 >-k,
.-oHiJctcy Inland thar^od tho «Aor echo#» to »colonial vallov .lib
yhtto i^ira;...in»to<*4 ct pod with p*neHU4 Joint*,' In a letter 
ti> tho JN ^ r tia to g  lrohlfcoot of tho rraaoory U u/r. 6 , 1901),
**r>Uifljd th* ow:ng* by aaylag that h* thought it male look bwtto? 
vith y^llow-patoUd brie* than with too rod point and whit* Joint*,
thU*5T U  b**M  ■ ■ r  »o*rB «u l l w ,  Apparently bo v ureferring, «a wo «h a ll eeo, to tb* renovation of 1853-^*

A ^ o M i ^  to *Mifie»tla$i* of 1901, tb* w a M  was to be 
thcrnm0rty sorvpod with otool M R p o r a  oyj than aakfeeporecU Appow* 
•ntly U  « w  t »ascii* probl*» to got tho vooefcork t’omiiiOy stripped 
before P«HPointi for tho «poaifiectlc.» elaborate th# point» -The 
ii&a to to miwro tho old point os for oo pcwdblo before too now petot 
U  This had boon otto^pUd In 1897, wlwn tho opocifLx tlens

V *  « t U H o r  vcocfeork bo oampod, point#a «nd moanded. 
In* cenfcntotor toiled to a«Mpe tb* voodbwrk and had to noho food, jron 
ao , It voa probably iMMtiofhetery, for it vao doom <11 oror asoln only f«*r y*ere lotor (1901).

. tho actorier wood botwmn 1697 aad 1901 1*ne* «Aiwtìy «W „  Bravar, prior to 169? and book to 1306 it eppoan 
taito oortoi« that t o brick mil? warn jwdntod solid mi (wither 
powum^)! snd or. for beak so ten tb* m tartar .oodutwk #** - mtod 

Ì» toltati«« of »ondata». This solar #cL** la
tho repairs oad ropointiag• Î hot.i y a^h^of^tbo 1380*o, probably taken oftor

‘ • rJU aa of 1866 aUtot Tho entire brick and woodwork
W  tM r tsldo toeladtbg osmio ood ¿eneo# to bo *cr«p#d cloeaed and 
r*tofcod Uree (3) <• :t* of tho beet toed *nd llnoood oil," Ih* intuito
'***/'* *• <=• •*? •'■••♦ -Aloo« "All vendwork that i* w  .Sondo- inetaa .;bolaotrodo*», pillerò, vinctor free»* cornice* &o to bo rto nrttteL"

«speero «ostala that the painting of 1386-87 was tho flrat 
<ì»? A>' «storiar briok wall.*; hod bom pointed alno« tho 1833-5*1 raneve- 
Uoit. iboro 1* no ¿*snti#n of pointing tho briokwork in tho docuaunt* 
jxrwlninc to tho ' •̂ awiomlsetlon,*' Although ti» brickwork w?s 
r^oiawd and vopolnt#4 at that tins, f t v
urtefc walla wore siwOr aaWril brick. Za W ,  9m Poî Ugr Poor*, in 
bio So:>crt on tho fatale Elidine* of 9or ̂ aglund, at«tm that tho 
Cootoa Ucttso «B* in m :w impair, tetlap, Bw m w , that lbs o^wrlor 
vlU oooo nood mfodntiag sad painting.B l*o objmt boro va* ««m  
.:r~>ofd?j£, A* at oltoraatiro to th* palatine, h* rooo^adod tb* 
oppliaation of »aatla, Vhiab, bo said, bad boon nood rltb ocnsiderahl* 
•*MWt W*■» r^* t « n «« both pobUo and prtaoto bvil/iÛ sto aaotnrn Haoaoch-jsotta, tb® brick pointing of 1836 o;pooro to bo the fimi action on poor#** report.



The re a e ra tirm  o f 1*73 priwtrlljr a grand Ticte xlensat ton 
o f the  in fe r io r . K ow artr, the  «cterior agpearanse woo oanotdorahiy 
o o d iflo rf « loo* Althouiifc th e  brickwork woo only repainted end re­
p a ire d , tb« «tterior woodwork mi In port rebuilt or replaced, pointed 
brown and eended. In  h is  final rv p c ti to  the Superwietn* Architect 
(hoe. 30, 1 *73 ), S uperintend«** re p o rt« »  'The P a in t« »  silded 
the lar#» L e tte r«  cm the front of the building, the her-« aa¿Le on 
th t b a lu s tra d e , th e  ornament on the  cápele end the  b e ll on the- fla g ­
s ta ff | • pa in ted  th e  cupola, balustrades, oovtng, trv trt portloo and 
etorw  doer« with two eoata of brown, eendOLnf the loot eoet$ - peir«ted 
the  iron rQllin&je on the fro n t and and step s, the iro n  Kiuttara of the besauottl, end the lromerk of the fUcetaff, balustrades and eagle 
w ith  two ooeta of blaofc| - painted the outside windier blinda two coats 
of green, the  • ..•••: ftmee esté tutes two coat» of white«1

TUI« tehee ns haek new to the critical remodelling ef 1*53*5*, 
when the copela wee added. And the capole, it alieuld be noted, is 
the only en̂ or addltftan to the «etorlcr of the original building.
The oldest «rtsafc photograph of the Coat on Bowes dates fro* the Clril 
Ver period and ■'¿•ma shows the building in its elate after the 1*5>^ veri end hafere the wwrtt of 18T5. the photograph shews what appear 
to he red brick wells with eecvrplelo«* whit« mortar Jnirtfce (»r-joutetetOy 
the painting ro/erre-i to bgr DUioui ft» 1901)« The phctc raph slao elKtee whv.i. wight ha talen for white vooteerki but it wae net white. Tec wgr 
recall the old uho^^aph of the Preaideni Johnson Hsuj* at Greensville Taniu It *i*jwed the brink walla vita pencilling, and fren the photo­graph one might interpret the woocteork ae white, «han in fact we i>r«d it to he ochre« m e  ie precisely the sen with the Solan Cuete» House

Bow to  f in !  «crura te  p a in t la yw e  ca th e  Custota Reuse ie  Almost 
Is p o s e lo le , t*  th e  woodwork was s trip p e d  ie  1686, 1897, 19O i, and 
1922« Hcwwrer, In  the  m r m + r  e f 195*. we found th ic k  layw ro behind 
t  u scant h- » -j roe o f t ’*» • r t i  © tx .: • -  i • roessT e p iece- *«*w 
aentb t  a y  edaaed 1(7 th e  nony s trip p e rs «  Barter the  w h ite  we found 
brown w ith  send« Qtedesr the  brawn o n ly  ochre next to  the  wood. Th is 
corrobora te* th e  * M M i«  end the  « c ta rlc r
‘oodwertc wee .-sj, ■ . : ' /  (1819) p a ia t« d  echw and wae pa in ted  ochre 

again in  1653-5** (Jk> «end u n til 1&7%)

Here are acne ef the details fro- the paint bill of 1G53»5***
. 50 u lino White 

u yell (tere 
12 Coll» Japan 
h0 Ter4 Obrese 
l5 - FH*«*' paint 
h Olile Spirita T.

1 Ielle ¡üinc íteyw

55*00
h ¿«6t

1*25 15*00
12.00

12 1 /2 2.00
3.00
5**1

90

»



1 i/2 Oalla Cnpa.il ?arsl«h b,00 
i/f Qulra Sand ?up*r

Altheudh tha paint bill includes sen» material# for the intenter, 
awweral IU m s  w *  aifittiflcunt to our probldn, 7ou will ratio* toe 
large amount* oi ochre and red (the cheapest pliant a ', , which would 
thus ba suited to large aatamal areas, I interpret t d-, together 
rith the Deland stc-beasTit of 1901, to* phot« ,jr .-■* «»¡1 the r**t, to 

that in 1 Q5y-5k tha brick well« war* pointed ran with wilt# 
pencilled Jeinw, Thar* is no doubt in a? mine U  w .. 103-52* 
the oupolt, aomice, balustrade, and portioo vvr© painted «©hr#

' siajfctcrf , *to,) waj inrlucad * . ti * j - o ..■•cifje »

¿irtc and linsead oil paint laid on In tha bash maimer and fini'/ -d of 
with ¿-rather ooat of similar paint tinted to oronaa oulor,"

A picture of tha Chat cot Kou»- as i t  was re® tailed in 185>»59 
olearly, fba original picture of the build! 

fln la jh e d  in 1819 1» »or* difficult to  ruc&pturw , baci iae tha document* 
ar* lees conplste, Tha palati if c® tract wee le t  to  Jcmuel Siaonch. 
of S ai#», who reread to  paint ¿11 o f too a rt« r io r  woomrcaic t > i  t. « 
Cushcw House, s p e c ific a lly  in c lu d in e  b ftlu s irr dea, doors, vi/idear»f 
vi. ik*r annitars, ©erring, portino, and r a t lin ;Jt a t t& 
day for labor, ano attHUng par pò-ra t fo r  p o in t, iO /6 par g a llo n  ''o r 
oil, and nino pano* par pound for p u tty , fh* ûf*»<ne:* in c ! ided U** 
lobo* for glasing: tha windows, « n i tha  b i l l  sas# to  98,lo  foi id s  
outside poldtir^. Colon» «ra  hot t̂ paolfiati e ith e r  .* «  troc- or 
vduellerai however, I ballar# th a t ou r paint s«-.ipl# of 195® iodici t,«: 
that tt<e portico, balustrade, condo©, etc, van» a vai ooivro, se 
they vara in 1853*5**»

Thara is no au.f*«tie*i in the surviving origin • . ikciaie.'.ts t . ,  . 
the exterior brickwork vns pointed in 13it'wi9t althc*\ -t paistlr. 
brickwork vets oartvinly known in :,al«n that tine, for tha 3a2«bs 
J u r is t Bant: py (rol. If, p, 313)* vriiing in 1791, * :v r that a

pitch
.

in tha -beano* of doerjssentation irxJ knowing t.a fir ~ ; 1 dJ.ffl./ J. • <c 
.>n {fitting tda original building finished, 1 am stro £Aj inclined to 
b e lie ve  that tha brink w a ll«  war*» net p a in t* i u n rt.il 1833-5^»

Ti+ original color of tha «octerior ircnwoxt 1» :ot indie, ted lr 
the doc carats, Tha window shutter* vara probably i.rrted ¿rsan, ft 
lot of graar. was uaad in the int<y/*ior pei:itijt;i in fact, ti"**»« la ti 
only pigment «pacified, The shut tors wwn» cert inly i pat of t 
original building, although not included in the firct contract, 
war» an «octra, adiad during tha course of ocnalructiont nine ¡ 'sir» 
of abutters for tha first story windows at >10,87 1/f «Ktri po i/' 
Boinc an aftartho»^. t, tfcay do not fit y ary wall aisout the ccltwn» 
wb«T. open, fba abut tars ai*e apparently tha on*« included in the > 
grc,oh of the I860*«,




