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I. FOREWORD 

Th-: Th<:;:odo;.:e Roos1::vel t House, "Sagamore Hill" on Oyste.r 

Bay , Lent; Island, is a Victo:..1 i::.n house remD.:dtabl~· :f :::ee ~ rom post­

pc::iod <.i.ltcr •. tions and i:!clditions. It rep:~:esents the occupancjl o:i.. 

one i ~ly i rom its c!'ection in 1884 witil 1948, lrhen it \·ms 

acquired by the Theodo:..·e Roosevelt Associc:.tion tog;;t.b.el: vi th the 

.L urnishine;s and uccessor .:.es accumulated by the Hoascvelt iemil~· 

th:rnu,gh those years . 

Through the interest oi the Assoc .. ation ..md wiclcr the 

l,'Uidu.nce 01 the Ad visor~· Committee, the house u.nd its contents 

hcvc been ca:·c.:.ull,,r p:;:·esc: ved. Repc :i.rs and the ~ddition o.:. 

. -cili ties n.:?ce s s ... 6 .f :Lo ::. th~ opc:i.·D.tion o:· the build.in_ £..S e. mu:.:; .:UL1 

hc.ve b een handled w .... 11. 

Repu.il·s to the house lia\'C become neccssa.1· / . A~·e..:.~ such 

~s the po:r ches, b r ick and stone paintill{;, stabiliz.::tion o. the 

m~.in st .. d:::cas c:: .. nd interio.L p C!.intinc -nd :·epai::.·s , :..·e 01 primarr 

i mpo:..·tw.ncc to thE prese;,,~vation oi "Su~n.110rc Hill. 11 

The A:..·chitectu...:l Datr. Section, P .... rt II of the Histo1~1c 

St:.·uctures Rcpo1 t \-1ill c" '-al with the: _ uho.bili t ution ~-nd .. ~pc.ir oi 

the l.nt1.lding. 

Man .... ~cme;nt Assistant John Townsley , Cu. t>.to:..· Mrs. Hnrold 

K::i: .. ,1 t) ._nd the enti:·c sti..j, :• . .:-.t Sa5...mo.:.·i: Hill N .... tiona.1 His to .. ic Si tc 
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deserve special mention ior their complete cooperation in the 

gathering of data and in the examination oi the house, the re-

sults of which will be included in this and subsequent Historic 

Structures Reports. 

Neiman M. Souder 
Architect 
July 1964 
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II. PHYSICAL HISTORY 

Theodore Roosevelt corrunissioned the New York architects 

Lamb and Rich to design his neu house on Oyster Bay. His comments 

on the matter indic.:lte how many of his mm ideas went into the 

design. 

I had peri ectly de:i.inite views what I wanted, what 
I desi:red to live in und with; I ai·ranged all this, 
so as to t;;et what I desired in so iar z.s my money 
permitted; and then Rich put on the outside cover 
ui th little help l 1·om me. I wished a big piazz-.. .•.• 
where ue could sit in roclting chairs c.nd look at 
the sunset; u library \Ii th a shcllow bay l·Tindov 
lookin15 south, the parlor or d 1.·awine loom 
occupyin3 c.11 the uestern encl of the lower 
iloor .... biu iirepluces ior logs .... I had to 
live inside and not outside the house; anC. ~rhile 
I shoulcl huve liked to 1 ~xpress m~rseli ' in both, 
as I hc.d to choose, I chose the 1 01me~· •1 

l. 

Rooseve l t signcci. the contract on Mc..rch l, 1881~ for the con-

struction oi the late Victo~ian style house at a cost of $16,7~0.00 

with the contracto1·s, John Wood and Son. 

A north -vting was constructed in 1904 , desi~ned by Grant 

LaFarge, to provide e. 30 1 x !io' t1~ophy room. 

Additional ;-rork was done on the house by the Theodore 

Roosevelt Association bet\·reen 1949 and 19~2, mostly in the line of 

Genere.l repairs. In this period the present j;oof was applied, a 

:Li::·e protection system was installed, an additione.l stair to the 

1tte?111rum Har;edorn, Saf\?.mOre Hill, MacMillan, 19, 4. 
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third floor constructed, and the service porch vas enlarged and en­

closed to provide a kitchen for the use of the Curator und her sta1f. 

Also durin~ this time the rear stair uas widened to pennit its use 

Lor circulation. 
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III. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

A. Exterior 

1. \falls 

The house e.t Sac:;Dltlore Hill consist::; oi three stories, 

basement <::.nd attic. The foWldation is of local stone in a fo1111 oi 

mica schist lo.id in :.:·ubble fashion terminatin~ in a. denticulated 

brick uater table at the first floor window sill line. Red b:a.·ick 

is useC. from the water table to the second floor level and relieved 

at inte:;.·va.ls with ter'.i.·c:>. cot tr. medallions let into the briclmork. 

The second floe~, third floor gables, and dormers a~e 

const;.--uctecl 0-1. frame llllc!. covered Hith wood shin3lcs. Designs have 

been uorked into th~ shin.:;;lctl wt?J.ls by the use oi ctr.: ved-cnd and 

wc.ve-cut shinglcn. 

2. Roof 

The house and porch .roofs were orig~nally covered with 

uood shinales but are p:cesently cove::.·cd ~Ji th r..sbestos shingles. 

3. Chimneys 

The t ln:·ee la.:.·cc chiraneys on the me.in hou::;e e.re of brick 

1dth decorative motif's ~chievGd by mell.lls of i·ustication. 

4. Fenest1·r.tion 

Windo\T styles are varied., ranginG f:rom large single 

light sash to leaded, stained ~lass sash. Many upper ::;a.sh a.re 

divided into small paned pat te::.·ns. Two ove::.· tuo liBht sash are used 

in the ser\•ice c.r~o.s. Most oi. the windous on the first and second 

floo~s ti.re fitted \d th e~~terio:; blinds. E~·ly photographs show 

blinds on the thi::cd i 1001· uinC.ous but those are now Missing. 
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5. Porches 

The lar~e front porch eJ:tends from the porte-cochere on 

the south front around the west side uhere it becomes 18'-6" wide in 

the huli-octo.gon portion. At the north siCe of the drawine; room 

extension, the porch eY.tends <.~ short distance along the west side of 

the no1·th wing. 

A l:::.ttice-sided se:::.·,rice porch Hi.th a pergola top ex­

tends irom the sta1i 1 s kitchen, and another servants 1 porch is on 

the east side of the house opcninc; f'rom the Curator's office. 

A smell shin[!;led po:;:-ch extends on the west, opening 

Q from the PrcsiC::.~nt' s bcc~:·oom end tllo small open decks arc locc>.tecl, 

one on the \'Test sic"c oi, ..:nrl openin.:; irorn, the P:..·esiclent's bath 

and anothe1· on the east side of the bath, openin~ oif the Single 

Guest Room. 

0 

G. Trophy Room Wing 

The north winch erected twenty yea....·s late1· than the 

main house, blends ~'fell in that the walls are red brick and the 

shinc;led gable is similu1 to the 6U.bles on the house. 

A plaster 01· composition eagle and wreath decoration 

is set on a uood po.nel on the r;t~ble. A cut stone water table ex­

tends i rom grr.de to the irinclolt sill line. 

The lon3 ,.,indows a;.~e nine over nine c.nd twelve over 

si:ztcen light. In the projecting west 2-lcove ba~r thcj' are nine 

ove:· one licrht. 
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The large chimney on the wing is similar in scale to the 

main house chimneys but 1-ri thout the brick ornamentation. 

7, Exterior Paintin~ 

The shingled poi·tion of the house is painted a salmon 

color. The trim, sash, shut tern, po::.·chcs and cornice are painted 

da;.·k Green. The bi·ick 1·1all is painted a brick reel. This was 

apparently done in the middle or late period of the house. 

B. Interior 

The interior c.;. rangements consist of tlrent~· three rooms, 

b~ths, and numerous storage areas. 

The Victo:i.'i.:m in.r luence is more pronouncccl. in the in­

te.do:.· t:um the exte:cior, especiall,/ in the t:..:ec.tment of mantels, 

doo~s and trim, st~irs and oak paneling. 

1. Basement 

The basement is divided into a number of storege, 

toilet e.nd heater room arcc.s. There are th:;.·cc ~-m:nn air furnc.ces 

and a hot water heute1· in separate iireproo:i:"ed a;.-eas. The floor 

th:·oughout is concrete. The lralls painted or uhi tewashed. Ceiling 

a:...-eas uere cove1·ed with rockl0.th in 19:,1. 

2. First Floor 

The fij.'St :.i.loo;,· is composed of a large oak paneled 

and beamed entr.'.lllce nnd stah· hall, d:;;awinc; room, library, dininG 

1·oom, pantry, kitchen, Cu::e.to;.·'s o:i.fice and sta:i.f's kitchen. In the 
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north Hing, the "t:rophy room." with a platformed entrance, is done in 

more classical taste, ornamented with enGna;ed and free standing Ionic 

column::;. The room is pe.nelecl in a variety of woods; mahogany, blaclt 

ml.lnut, swamp cyp1·ess and hazel. The centers oi' the la.l'ge panels 

a1·e covered with embossed wallpaper. 

3, Second Floor 

The second floor consists of ten l·ooms and foUl· baths. 

The stair hall is cent:..·o.lly located and is lighted b;:{ a stained glass 

skylight. The ;..·ee.::.· (service) stair extends from the basement to the 

third :i.1001·. An additional stair to the third floor was added by 

the ThcoC:o1·c Roosevelt /u;sociation in the 1~)0 1 s to pro'fic1c circula­

tion ior visitation. 

4. Third Floor 

The third i loor contains six mc.jm: ;;·corns, former bed-

1·ooms fo:- the servants and children of the fo.mily. The largest, the 

"gun :;:ooom," was ulso the headquarte1·s i'O- the "Boone and Crockett 

Club" and se:::·ved as a study for the President. The third floor he.s 

numerous cubby-holes and storuc;e spaces under the et!ves. 

'.;. Attic 

The unfinished c.ttic is reached by a ship's ladder 

stair in a thi :.:-d floor hall closet. Metv.l louvers, :;:ecently in­

stalled. in the north c.nd south gables provide e~:haust areas io1· the 

Q. lc.::Ge ventilatinc; fun housed in the attic. 
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6~ Interior Finishes 

Most of the interior woodworlt is stained o:c varnished. 

The wooduork in the Dz-awing Room, Mr. and M1·s. Roosevelt 1 s bedrooms 

and in the south bedroom a.L·e painted. The walls in the drawing room, 

h~.lls, baths, and some of the attic rooms ai«: :painted, the remainC:er 

of the rooms are covered \'Ti th wallpaper of the period. 

7. Fi:i.'epl2ces 

Fii:eplo.ces a.re located in the i ollm·Tinc; rooms: the 

ent;.·ancc hall, the trophy room, dra\·Tine room, libr"-r~r and dinin~ room 

on the iirst floor. On the second floor in the south bedroom, the 

double r;-ucst room, Mi·s. Roosevelt 1 s bed:room, the Pre sident 1 s bed-

::.·oom, and in the boys 1 :·com. On ti1c thircl. iloo_· the only iire-

place is in the gun roora. 

The coal buxnin~ kitchen ranc;e is set in o. brick re-

ccss and on a. cement hearth similar to fireplo.ce construction. 

The Victorian treatment of the mruitels, over-mantels 

and surrounds 01 the fireplaces vary Hith the importance of the 

:coom tmd size oi the l. i::.'cplace. The most elaborate fireplc.ce 

treatments are in the i'irst floor rooms. The mantel treatment in 

the l~Ol~ ·i;1·ophy room is columned in a. clo.ssic inte;.--pretation oi the 

period. 

8. Lir,htin[; Fixtu;:·e s 

O Lic;htins fi: ~tu:..·cs in the house dr.:ce mainly from the 

Gas-liG}lt er~ and have been elcctl·ified. The supplementa.l modern 

clectrictl fixtures are inconspicuous. 
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IV. PROPOSED WORK 

The Pe.~t II Section of" the report \-Till b e- bc,scd on the following 

ai·ea.s l'equiring repcir m1d :.·elK1 .. bili ta.tion: 

The uest po:.:ches anc1 the tuo service porches uhere deterioration 

and structural failure is p•:onounced. 

The repointing 01 the stone ma.sonry and brick al·ea.s. 

The structural reinforccm~nt of the mnin staircase ciue to failure 

ct>..used b~r heavy visi to:::· trc.f:i:ic. 

Repo.inting o:L the c~:te:·ior ancl specii i aci inte:.·iol' areas based on 

analJrsis of origincl. p~.int colors. 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. l 

Photograph sho~·rinc the south elevation 

of 11Suc.amore Hill." The house, built in 1884 bJ 

Theodo:::-e Roosevelt, has 1·emilined much the same. 

The only changes sho;m on this photoc;ra.ph are an 

extension on the right of the sc:cond iloor of the 

ccnte:l: irin::, to c.dd o. batlL·oom ::i..nd the louve:;,· e.dded 

to the t;;ablc at the attic level. 

Photo by: National Pu.:-k Service, EODC 
Boucher, February 2 ·, 19~)1 

EODC Neg. No. 483 .... 
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ILLUSTRATION 11'!'0. 2 

PhotoGraph shovine the north side of 

house. The 1904 Trophy roo1a uing is in the ricbt 

foreground. The latticed service porch on the 

l e1t is a later addition. 

Phot o by : Hationc.l Park Service> EODC 
Bouche•:, Feb::..·u~:ry 2 , l~: 1:. 

EODC Neg. No. 4(l3:) 
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