




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































• Chapter V: Statement of Significance and Site Analysis 1991-1994 

• 

• 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The pet cemetery path is in good condition and used by park visitors. Although the surface 
material of the path has been altered, the width and location has been maintained and generally 
reflects the historic character of the path and therefore the path is contributing. The surface of the 
path does not provide adequate accessibility and is a priority for treatment. 

Garden Paths 
Historic Condition: Compacted soil paths existed throughout the garden. The main north-south 
path was compacted, raked soil, approximately 6' wide. It was the entrance to the garden and was 
located on the western edge of the space. One other similar path was located in a north-south 
fashion, and two in an east-west fashion. 

Existing Condition: The main north-south path forming the western boundary of the garden 
exists. It is compacted soil, approximately 6' wide. No other garden paths from the period of 
significance exist. The existing cast-west path, leading to the gazebo, was added in the 1950's. It 
is compacted soil, 6-8' wide. The existing historic path, along with the Woodpile Pond, and the 
"Lincoln boxwood", help to confirm the extents of the original garden. 

Analysis: One existing, contributing. 
The existing garden paths are in good condition and used by park visitors. Although only one of 
the original garden paths exists, it reflects the historic character of the paths during the period of 
significance. The existing path also is important in determining the western boundary of the 
historic garden. Therefore, it is contributing. The existing east-west path does not contribute to 
the historic character of the site and is a priority for treatment. 

Baby's Walk 
Historic Condition: The road forming the southern boundary of the garden and located on the 
northern boundaries of the pasture and orchard leading to the woodlands, was called the "Baby's 
Walk." It was compacted soil, approximately 4' wide. 

Existing Condition: The "Baby's Walk" no longer exists It was replaced with the road to Old 
Orchard in 1938. The paved road is 12' wide. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
The existing paved road is in good condition and is used by park personnel and is important for 
the function of the property. Although the existing road is located in the same corridor of the 
"Baby's Walk", it is not the same materials or width and docs not reflect the historic character of 
the original . 
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Sagamore Hill Road 
Historic Condition: Sagamore Hill Road did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Sagamore Hill Road is a County road leading to the site constructed in 
1953. It begins at Cove Road and terminates west of the parking lot. The road is paved with 
asphalt and is 24' wide with a 60' right-of-way. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
Sagamore Hill Road is in good condition and is used by everyone entering the park and by the 
residents adjacent to it (including Wang located at the terminus). Sagamore Hill Road does not 
reflect the historic character of the site and therefore is non-contributing. 

Parking Lot 
Historic Condition: The parking lot did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: The existing parking lot was constructed in 1954 northeast of the New Bam 
(which was historically the garden and a pasture). The 150-car lot is paved with asphalt. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 

• 

The parking lot is in good condition and accommodates visitor parking. However, it detracts 
from the historic character of the property. It is located in the center of the historic working farm 
thereby severely altering the spatial organization, materials and historic character of the site and • 
therefore it is non-contributing. An alternative location for parking is a high priority for 
treatment. 

Walk to Ice House 
Historic Condition: The walk to the ice house did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: The existing walk was constructed in 1951 to lead visitors to the ice house 
where the restroom were located. The walk is approximately 4' wide, made of brick, and laid in a 
common bond pattern. 

Analysis: The brick walk is in good condition and is used infrequently by visitors. The walk 
detracts from the historic character of the site and therefore it is a priority for treatment. 

Furnishings and Objects 

Post and Rail Fence 
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Historic Condition: Post and rail fences frequently were used during the period of significance. 
This type of fence was used predominantly to separate fields, pastures, orchard, and woodlands. 
They were constructed of four wood rails with posts approximately 10' on center. 

• 
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Existing Condition: Much of the post and rail fencing exists. These fences enclose the pasture 
east of the parking lot; follow the northern border of the property; enclose a portion of the 
property on the south, and border portions of the orchard and parking lot. Portions of post and 
rail fences are located throughout the woodlands. 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The existing fences are in fair condition. Some posts and rails need replacement because they 
have rotted. The fences are important because they contribute to the historic character of the site 
and the underlying form of the working farm and therefore are contributing. The post and rail 
fences are a priority for treatment. 

Post and Wire Fence 
Historic Condition: A post and wire fence was erected in an unknown location on the site. It 
had wood posts and top-rail, and four strands of horizontally strung twisted wire spaced evenly 
apart. 

Existing Condition: Post and wire fencing no longer exists and there is no existing evidence 
verifying its location. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
Although the post and wire fence contributed to the historic character of the property, it is not a 
priority for treatment. The lack of documentation regarding its location make its reconstruction 
impossible. Future documentation regarding the location of the fence would make a recreation 
possible. 

Board Fence 
Historic Condition: A 6'-7' board fence was located on the northern boundary of the garden 
from the gardener's shed to the grape arbor. 

Existing Condition: The board fence no longer exists. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
The board fence was an important feature of the flower and vegetable garden. The fence formed 
and defined the northern border of the garden and was a backdrop for the sunflowers that grew in 
front of it. Therefore, the board fence contributed to the historic character of the site and is a 
priority for treatment. 

Decorative Garden Fence 
Historic Condition: A decorative fence was located along the south boundary of the garden. 
This fence had carved wood posts space 4' apart, a top and bottom rail, and a diagonal cross in the 
center of each section. 

Existing Condition: The decorative fence no longer exists . 
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Analysis: Not existing. 
The decorative fence was an important feature of the flower and vegetable garden and therefore is 
a priority for treatment. 

Balance Gate 
Historic Condition: The gate leading from the garden to the baby's walk and orchard was 10' 
wide, constructed of five horizontal boards, and had a vertical board in the center. It had a cradle 
at one end which was filled with rocks to balance the gate and make it easier to open and close. 

Existing Condition: The balance gate no longer exists. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
The balance gate contributed to the character of the historic flower and vegetable garden and 
therefore is a priority for treatment. 

Pet Cemetery Stone 
Historic Condition: A rock with the names of the family's' pets and the dates of their deaths was 
located north of the house adjacent to the pet cemetery arbor. 

Existing Condition: The pet cemetery stone exists. 

• 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. • 
The pet cemetery rock is in good condition and reflects the historic character of the site. 
Therefore, it is contributing and is a priority for treatment. 

Sagamore Hill Rock 
Historic Condition: A rock with the words "Sagamore Hill" carved in it was present during the 
period of significance in an unknown location. 

Existing Condition: The original Sagamore Hill rock exists but there is no existing evidence 
verifying its original location. 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The Sagamore Hill Rock is in good condition and is located along Sagamore Hill Road west of 
the house. Although the historic location of the rock is unknown, the current location does not 
detract from the historic character of the site and therefore is contributing. The rock is a priority 
for treatment. 

Rocks Around Circular Drive 
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Historic Condition: Rocks, spaced 5' on center, were located around the circular drive. 

Existing Condition: The rocks exist and are located around the circular drive and also around 
the inner circle on either side of the porte-cochere. They form a border around the driveway . 

• 
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• 

• 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The rocks around the circular drive are in good condition and used to define the edge of the drive. 
The location and spacing of the rocks reflect the historic character of the site and therefore are 
contributing. 

Manure Pile 
Historic Condition: A manure pile was located between the stable and lodge, and the windmill. 

Existing Condition: The manure pile no longer exists. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
Although the manure pile reflected the historic character of the site, it is not a priority for 
treatment. 

Water Tubs 
Historic Condition: Similar water tubs were located in the garden and in the pasture adjacent to 
the New Bam during the period of significance. The tubs were round, 24" high, and made of 
wood. 

Existing Condition: The water tubs no longer exist. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
Although the water tubs no longer exist, they contributed to the historic character of the site and 
are a priority for treatment. 

White Bench 
Historic Condition: A white marble bench, given as a gift to Theodore Roosevelt, was located 
underneath one of the large oak trees on the site and at other times near the North Room. 

Existing Condition: The white bench exists and is located near the North Room. 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The white bench is in good condition and is used as an exhibit. The white bench reflects the 
historic character of the site and therefore is contributing. The bench is a priority for treatment. 

Elkhorn Chair 
Historic Condition: The elkhorn chair was a wooden seat with elk horns or antlers forming the 
backrest. It was placed in a variety of locations during the period of significance including in the 
landscape and on the verandah by the front door. 

Existing Condition: A 1950s replica of the elk hom chair is located in a hallway on the first 
floor of the house . 
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Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The elkhorn chair is in good condition and is used as a house exhibit. Although the existing 
elkhorn chair is a replica, it reflects the historic character of the original and therefore is 
contributing and is a priority for treatment. 

Sand Box 
Historic Condition: A sand box was located underneath an undetermined oak tree during the 
period of significance. Details of the sand box are unknown. 

Existing Condition: The sand box no longer exists and there is no existing evidence verifying its 
location. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
Although the sand box contributed to the historic character of the site, the lack of documentation 
make its reconstruction impossible. It is not a priority for treatment. Future documentation of the 
location, materials, and form of the sand box would make a recreation possible. 

Bird Bath 
Historic Condition: A bird bath was located underneath the elm tree on the northwest comer of 
the North Room. Either the same one, or a different one, was located underneath the weeping 
elm on the southwest corner. The one on the southwest corner was a blue and white basin, other 
details are unknown. 

Existing Condition: The bird bath(s) no longer exist. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
Although the bird bath(s) contributed to the historic character of the site, the lack of 
documentation make its reconstruction impossible. It is not a priority for treatment. Future 
documentation of the location, materials, and form of the bird bath(s) would make a recreation 
possible. 

Clothes Line 
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Historic Condition: A clothes line was located on the northeast side of the house. Details of the 
clothes line are unknown. 

Existing Condition: The clothes line no longer exists. 

Analysis: Not existing. 
Although the clothes line contributed to the historic character of the site, the lack of 
documentation make its reconstruction impossible. It is not a priority for treatment. Future 
documentation of the location, materials, and form of the clothes line would make a recreation 
possible. 
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Cannon 
Historic Condition: A cannon was given to Theodore Roosevelt during his tenure. The exact 
location of the cannon during the period of significance is unknown. Documentation of the 
cannon during the post-significant period indicate that it was located near the North Room. 

Existing Condition: The cannon exists and currently is located in the Old Orchard Museum. 

Analysis: Existing, contributing. 
The cannon is in good condition and is used as a museum exhibit. The cannon contributed to the 
historic character of the site and therefore is a priority for treatment. 

Quentin Memorial 
Historic Condition: The Quentin Memorial did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Quentin Roosevelt's original grave marker from Chamery, France is located 
on the lawn southwest of the house. It is surrounded by a 12" flagstone walk and a 1' high post 
and chain fence. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The grave marker is in good condition and is used as a monument/memorial. Although the grave 
marker did not exist during the period of significance, it is an important feature memorializing 
Roosevelt's youngest son killed in battle and should be maintained. However, the memorial 
detracts from the historic character of the site and therefore should be made less obtrusive. 
Addition of monuments or memorials on the site should be avoided. 

Flag Pole 
Historic Condition: The flag pole did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: A white flag pole is located several feet west of the Quentin Memorial. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The existing flag pole is in good condition, but it needs to be painted. Although it did not exist 
during the period of significance, it is an important part of the Quentin Memorial and should be 
maintained. However, the flag pole detracts from the historic character of the site and therefore 
should be made less obtrusive. 

Water Spigot 
Historic Condition: The water spigot did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: A water spigot exists on the west side of the main garden path. It is 
connected to an underground frostless hydrant installed during the NPS stewardship . 
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Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The water spigot is in good condition and is used by the maintenance staff. Although it did not 
exist during the period of significance, the water spigot neither detracts not contributes to the 
historic character of the site. It is not a priority for treatment. 

Benches 
Historic Condition: Benches did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Three types of benches currently are located on the site. They were 
installed during the NPS period for use by the visitors. Two types are wood with metal frames; 
the third type is all wood. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The benches are in good condition and are used by park visitors. Although they did not exist 
during the period of significance, they are an important addition for accommodating visitors. The 
form, location, and number of benches is inconsistent and therefore the benches are a priority for 
treatment. 

Picnic Tables 
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Historic Condition: Picnic tables did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Moveable picnic tables are located in the area west of the souvenir shop. 
They are wood tables, with metal frames. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The picnic tables are in good condition and used by park visitors. The form, location, and 
number of tables detract from the historic character of the site and therefore they are a priority for 
treatment. 

Historic Condition: Signs did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: There are five types of signs. The majority are interpretive signs. They are 
metal uprights and a metal platform with text and embossed pictures. Other signs are directional 
or informational and are various sizes of wood posts and plaques. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The signs are in good condition and direct and inform park visitors. Although they did not exist 
during the period of significance, they are important to park visitors. The form, location, and 
number of signs detract from the historic character of the site and therefore they are a priority for 
treatment. 

• 
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Drinking Fountains 
Historic Condition: Drinking fountains did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Two drinking fountains are located on the site. They are 3' high, made of 
exposed aggregate concrete, and function seasonally. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The drinking fountains are in good condition and used minimally by park visitors. The fountains 
detract from the historic character of the site in their current location and are a priority for 
treatment. 

Trash Receptacles 
Historic Condition: Outdoor trash receptacles did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Green metal trash receptacles are located throughout the site. They are 4' 
high, 2' x 2', rectangular cans and are moveable. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The trash receptacles are in good condition and used by park visitors. Although they did not exist 
during the period of significance, they are important to accommodate park visitors. However, the 
form, location, and number of trash receptacles detract from the historic character of the site and 
therefore they are a priority for treatment. 

Hydrants and Hose Houses 
Historic Condition: The hydrants and hose houses did not exist during the period of 
significance. 

Existing Condition: Red and white fire hydrants, 2 1/2' high, are located throughout the site and 
function as part of the fire suppression system. Small hose houses, 2' x 2' x 3', are associated with 
each hydrant. They are wood shingled, gable roofed, and painted red. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The hydrants and hose houses are in good condition and part of the water system at Sagamore 
Hill. Although they are important because of their function as part of the fire suppression system, 
they detract from the historic character of the site. The hydrants and hose houses are a priority 
for treatment along with the water system. 

Rose Garden Memorial Stone 
Historic Condition: The rose garden memorial stone did not exist during the period of 
significance. 

Existing Condition: A small white rock, cut to fit a metal memorial plaque, is located in the rose 
garden . 
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Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The rose garden memorial stone is in good condition and is used as a memorial. It detracts from 
the historic character of the site in its current location and is a priority for treatment 

Post and Chain Fences 
Historic Condition: Post and chain fences did not exist during the period of significance. 

Existing Condition: Post and chain fences currently exists along the northeast side of the 
circular driveway, along the walk leading to the ice house, and surrounding the Quentin 
Memorial. The ones along the driveway and walk are 2 l/2' high and the one surrounding the 
memorial is 1' high. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The post and chain fences are in good condition and prevent visitors from walking in the planting 
beds on the south and east sides of the house. They detract from the historic character of the site 
and therefore are a priority for treatment. 

Wrought Iron Fence 
Historic Condition: A wrought iron fence did not exist during the period of significance . 

Existing Condition: A black wrought iron fence is located on the north side of the ice house. It 
is 3' high, has a top and bottom rail, and balusters located every 6". It was installed when the ice 
house was used as restrooms and a small elevation change on the north side created a safety 
problem. 

Analysis: Existing, non-contributing. 
The wrought iron fence is in good condition but no longer serves an important safety function. 
The fence detracts from the historic character of the site and therefore it is a priority for treatment. 

Statement of Integrity 

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. A property must not only be 
significant, but it also must have integrity. The evaluation of integrity is sometimes subjective, but it 
must always be based on an understanding of the physical form of the property and how it relates to the 
significance. In this case, the property must retain the physical form from 1880-1919, the years Theodore 
Roosevelt was associated with the site. 

Since Sagamore Hill is significant for its association with Theodore Roosevelt and its Queen 
Anne style building, the extant features of the property from Roosevelt's stewardship, including the house, 
are important for the property to represent its significance. The landscape features associated with the 
property during Roosevelt's tenure which are essential to represent its significance are: the house, 
topography, and surrounding vegetation, farm buildings, flower and vegetable garden, agricultural fields 
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and pastures, woodlands and beach, circulation system, and split rail fences which delineate the different 
uses on the farm. 

A property either retains integrity or it does not. The National Register criteria recognizes seven 
aspects or qualities of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association.299 To have integrity, a property must possess a combination of these aspects or qualities. 
The important aspects needed to define the integrity of Sagamore Hill are location, design, materials, 
feeling, and association. The definition of the seven aspects, and whether and/or why they relate to the 
integrity of Sagamore Hill follows: 

Location 

Design 

Setting 

"Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic 
event occurred."300 Sagamore Hill has high integrity of location. None of the buildings have 
been moved or relocated, and most of the character-defining features have not been relocated. 
The original location of the character-defining features of the landscape are important to 
recapture the historic character related to Roosevelt during his tenure. 

"Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a 
property."301 Although Sagamore Hill was not a "designed" landscape, conscious decisions made 
to maintain the place as a working farm influenced the form of the property during the period of 
significance. Sagamore Hill retains partial integrity of design. The Roosevelt home, as a 
resource in and of itself, retains high integrity of 'design'. The house has been preserved in its 
original form as designed by Lamb & Rich (and the later addition by Grant LaFarge). 
Development overlays imposed on the original plan of the property, including the Old Orchard 
Estate and development by the TRA (the parking lot, county road, and souvenir shop), have 
modified the organization, proportion, materials, and style of the property. As a result of this 
development, the historic function of the farm is not prominent. 

However, partial integrity of 'design' is retained despite the interim development. The underlying 
form of the farm has been retained. Most of the buildings have been maintained in their historic 
condition and some vegetation around the house and in the woodlands still exists. The pet 
cemetery rock, split rail fences, retaining walls, and parts of the circulation system also have been 
maintained. 

"Setting is the physical environment of a historic property."302 Partial integrity of setting has 
been maintained. The character of the surrounding landscape, although no longer agricultural, is 
primarily estate land consisting of large tracts of woodlands. The village of Cove Neck is still 
somewhat isolated. Physical features that constitute the setting of the historic property include 
topography, pasture, woodlands, beach, relationship between historic buildings, and circulation 
systems. The decreased amount of open space on the site in 1993, as compared to the period of 
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significance, detracts from the agricultural setting; but the rural character of the property and 
surrounding landscape is retained. 

Materials 
"Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period 
of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to fonn a historic property."303 Integrity of 
materials has been maintained and is evident in the extant buildings, site engineering systems, 
mechanical systems, plant materials, and furnishings and objects. Therefore, the integrity of 
materials is high. 

Workmanship 

Feeling 

"Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any 
given period in history or prehistory."304 Workmanship is not as important for the evaluation of 
integrity for Sagamore Hill. Appropriate examples of workmanship did not characterize the site 
during the period of significance. Therefore, integrity of workmanship for the landscape is not 
applicable to this site. 

• 

"Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of 
time. "305 Feeling is achieved when historic physical features are present and together convey the 
historic character. Sagamore Hill retains partial integrity of feeling. The underlying fonn of the • 
working fann is retained but the character of the rural, working fann is not fully conveyed due to 
the reduced amount of open space, pasture grasses, meadow, and garden. These features are 
important to the integrity of feeling. 

Association 
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"Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic 
property."306 Integrity of association is high and is what makes Sagamore Hill important. The 
direct link between the site and Theodore Roosevelt is apparent. Sagamore Hill was where 
Roosevelt lived for thirty-five years, where he raised his children, where he conducted 
Presidential business, where he worked and played, and where he died. His love for the site, the 
woodlands, beach, wildlife and plant habitats, fann, and views is evident in the documentation. 
The association between Roosevelt and the landscape is evident in the documentation of his life 
on the fann and outdoors at Sagamore Hill. He took part in many outdoor activities including 
haying, chopping, rowing on the harbor, riding through the woodlands, and sitting many nights 
on the verandah gazing across the landscape watching the sun go down beyond the Sound. The 
fact he paid caretakers year-round to maintain the fann indicates the importance of its function to 
Roosevelt and his family. 

There are existing physical features which also directly relate to historic events. For example, the 
verandah was where he officially was notified of his nominations for Governor, Vice President, 
and President. The North Room was where he met with Russian and Japanese envoys in an 
attempt to bring them together in peace. 

• 



• 

• 

• 

Chapter V: Statement of Significance and Site Analysis 1991-1994 

Summary 

The overall integrity of Sagamore Hill is high. Because the site has integrity in six of the seven 
aspects discussed it retains much of its ability to convey its significance. The documentation of 
the site history and the results of the site analysis will provide a substantial basis for the 
preparation of treatment objectives and guidelines to be incorporated into the Resources 
Management Plan and General Management Plan for Sagamore Hill. The treatment should aim 
to retain and enhance the historic character of the site during the period of significance, thereby 
increasing the integrity of feeling, design, and setting (the aspects in which only partial integrity 
is retained) . 
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Conclusions 

The landscape of Sagamore Hill, including all of its features, embodies the essence of Theodore 
Roosevelt's ideals. Since the NPS stewardship began, many architectural elements have been researched 
and their changes over time have been documented. With this cultural landscape report, the same has 
been accomplished for the landscape. It is apparent from the information gathered and presented in this 
report that many components, both landscape features and architectural features, create the character and 
significance of Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. 

The site history presented in this report, through four different stewards, illuminates the changes 
that occurred as a result of the goals, objectives, opportunities, and constraints of the individual periods. 
Prior to the purchase of the property by Theodore Roosevelt, and for almost sixty-eight years thereafter, 
the site functioned as a working farm. Upon Mrs. Roosevelt's death major changes were made to the 
landscape, with issues of public access, orientation, and interpretation coming to the fore. Unfortunately, 
these changes, as well as more recent overlays of development necessary to accommodate public 
visitation have not taken into account the importance of the landscape in conveying Roosevelt's life and 
ideals. Increased vegetation cover, installation of varied and incompatible site furnishings, and the 
addition of a parking lot and pedestrian walks have all blurred the vision of the underlying historic 
landscape . 

The findings of the existing conditions and site analysis process not only magnified the changes 
that have occurred in the Sagamore Hill landscape over time, but also clarified the underlying form of the 
farm that ceased to function forty-six years ago. This landscape is remarkably intact, although it is not 
apparent to the site visitor. This cultural landscape report should serve as the foundation for a treatment 
plan aimed at uncovering the form of the historic farm and the preservation management of the historic 
landscape at Sagamore Hill . 
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U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service, Oyster Bay, New York. The basic shape of the building and its 
interior was sketched by Robert Gillespie. It was verified by the 1911 map surveyed by H.R. Jacobsen that depicted 
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83 U.S. Department of Interior. Resources Management Plan--Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. The plan 
was recommended by Superintendent Loretta L. Schmidt and approved by the Regional Director. National Park 
Service, Department of Interior. Oyster Bay, NY, February, 1982 . 

84 Andrews, "Roosevelt As A Farmer", 431. Further documentation regarding the structural components of the 
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number of map sources. A series of maps were constructed in 1906 as a result of information surveyed by C.P. 
Darling of Huntington. These surveyed maps were put together to form a map of Cove Neck that depicted property 
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104 Ibid.;Wilshin, Historical Base Map Documentation, 7. Number 8 on list of landscape features, "Chunks of ice 
were stored in the ice house underneath eel grass that had been gathered and dried". Sketch of Sagamore Hill 
property drawn by Theodore Roosevelt in early 1880's. The sketch appears in Figure 1.3 of this report. Eel grass 
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106 Theodore Roosevelt to Anna Roosevelt Cowles, 2 May 1887 from Sagamore Hill, Theodore Roosevelt 
Collection, Harvard College Library (bMs Am 1834 TR to ARC). By permission of Houghton Library, Harvard 
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110 Ibid., 156. 
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Westbury, New York. By permission of Alfred H. Hicks, President of Hick's Nurseries, Inc. The nursery was 
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112 S.A.H.I.N.H.S.; Archive File; Interview: Mrs. Derby (informal); Hicks Nurseries Inc., Historic Records. 
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113 Wilshin, Historic Resource Study; S.A.H.I.N.H.S.; Archive File; Interview: Mrs. Derby (informal).Archibald 
Roosevelt sketch of garden. Number 17 on list and map, "Oak tree". 

114 Map, "Improvements on the Estate of Theodore Roosevelt", 1911. 
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116 Map, "Improvements on the Estate of Theodore Roosevelt", 1911. 
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123 Adjunct Professor Donald Peters, conversation with author, Spring 1993, State University of New York 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, Faculty of Landscape Architecture; Assistant 
Professor S. Scott Shannon, conversation with author, Spring 1993, State University of New York College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, Faculty of Landscape Architecture. 
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125 Hicks Nurseries Inc., Historic Records. Telephone order, 8 December 1911, invoice #1992. 

126 Hicks Nurseries Inc., Historic Records. Post card and response, 3 October, n.d. 

127 Assistant ProfessorS. Scott Shannon, conversation with author, April19, 1993. 

128 Theodore Roosevelt to Anna Roosevelt Cowles, 15 May 1911, Theodore Roosevelt Collection, Harvard 
College Library (bMs Am 1834 TR to ARC). By permission of Houghton Library, Harvard University and the 
Theodore Roosevelt Association. 

129 Roosevelt, All in the Family, 85; Assistant ProfessorS. Scott Shannon, SUNY CESF, conversation with author, 
Spring 1993. Identified through photographic analysis, S.A.H.I.N.H.S. #9185. 

130 S A.H.I.N.H.S.; Archive File; Interview: Mrs. Derby (informal). Number 11 on landscape features list "On 
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131 Somerville, "How Roosevelt Rests", 666. 
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the flower and vegetable gardens at Sagamore Hill during the Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt. 
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133 Associate Professor Dr. Donald Leopold, conversation with author, November 16, 1992, State University of 
New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, New York, Faculty of Environmental and 
Forest Biology; Assistant ProfessorS. Scott Shannon, SUNY CESF, personal communication with author, Spring 
1993. 

134 Associate Professor Dr. Donald Leopold, conversation with author, November 16, 1992. Dr. Leopold 
identified, through photographic analysis, at least one of these trees as Prunus, he indicated that the others are 
possibly different varieties of Prunus. These trees are depicted on Archibald Roosevelt's sketch of the garden. 
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135 Assistant ProfessorS. Scott Shannon, SUNY CESF personal communication with author, Spring 1993. 

136 Andrews, "Roosevelt As A Farmer", 431. On the blow up of garden area on the "Historical Base Map", this is 
labeled, "arbor with seats" . It is clear that Andrews described the same arbor and the plants that grew on it. 

137 S.A.HJ.N.H.S.; Archive File; Interview: Mrs. Derby (informal). Number 22 on list of landscape features. 

138 Ibid. 

139 Wilshin, Historical Base Map Documentation. Mr. Archibald Roosevelt sketch of garden. Mr. Roosevelt's 
handwriting is not clear however, the third type is clearly labeled "Delaware" on the "Historical Base Map" blowup 
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140 Wilshin, Historical Base Map Documentation, Archibald Roosevelt sketch of garden. 

141 Andrews, "Roosevelt As A Farmer", 431. 

142 Theodore Roosevelt: An Autobiography, 339; Paul Russell Cutright, Theodore Roosevelt The Naturalist (New 
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143 Hicks Nurseries, Inc., Historic Records. Purchase order by Mr. Gillespie, December 4, 1918; purchase order 
by Mrs. Roosevelt #1037, 1913; purchase order #800. See Appendix H for copies of historic records found during 
the research for this report. 

144 Wilshin, Historical Base Map Documentation, Archibald Roosevelt sketch of garden. 

145 Needham, "Roosevelt As A Country Gentleman", 579. 

146 Andrews, "Roosevelt As A Farmer", 431. It is likely that the acreage under cultivation did not increase by 27 
acres in one year but that the second figure of "forty-seven acres, counting pasture" includes the 20 acres being 
cultivated in 1905 and 27 additional acres of pasture. All of this acreage was located in the inner core. 

147 S.A.H J.N.H.S.; Archive File; Interview: Mrs. Derby (informal). Number 23 on list of landscape features . 
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148 Map, "Historical Base Map". It is clear in a pre-1904 photograph that two different crops were grown here at 
the same time (not alternated), one on either side of a carriage road or path. The crop on the west side of the path is 
presumably corn. A later photo showed corn growing at the base of the windmill, the northern most portion of the 
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149 Hick's Nurseries, Inc., Historic Records. Telephone message written 1 April1916. 

150 Research of photographs from the period indicated the general location of these masses; however, the exact 
location of individual trees and shrubs and their type could not be documented. The trees located along the fence 
lines were depicted on the period plan based on photographic analysis (see Overall Site: Theodore Roosevelt 
Stewardship). 

151 Somerville, "How Roosevelt Rests", 665-666. 

152 Fences were located along the boundaries of the orchard, but their primary function was to control the 
movement of the cows and horses in the adjacent pastures. 

153 Hagedorn, The Roosevelt Family, 138. 

154 Ibid. 

155 Theodore Roosevelt to Anna Roosevelt Cowles, 28 July 1911, Theodore Roosevelt Collection, Harvard 
College Library (bMs Am 1834 TR to ARC). By permission of Houghton Library, Harvard University and the 
Theodore Roosevelt Association. 

156 SA .H./ N.H.S.; Archive File; Interview: Mrs. Derby (informal). Number 5 on list of landscape features, page 
2. "The target would be very easily restored as could the rifle pit which was just North (left) of the target. Most of 
the shooting was done from the fence which we considered [to be] about 100 yards away .... " 

157 Andrews, "Roosevelt As A Farmer", 431. 

158 "Colonel Roosevelt's Home ... ", New York Tribune, 2 October 1900. 

159 Theodore Roosevelt An Autobiography, 328, 338. 

160 Wilshin, Historical Base Map Documentation, 19. Theodore Roosevelt chopped trees to maintain a view that 
naturally existed prior to 1906. Although it would seem, based on the definitions of "view" and "vista" in the 
introduction of this report, that his control of the vegetation provided a "vista", he did not cut the trees to establish a 
"vista", but rather to maintain an existing, uncontrolled "view". 

161 Ibid., 20. 

162 "Colonel Roosevelt's Home ... ",New York Tribune, 2 October 1900. 
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164 Map, "Historical Base Map". No references were cited in the corresponding Historic Resource Study­
Historical Base Map Documentation to verify the source of the information. No further verification of the location 
of the trails was found during research for this report. 

165 Needham, "Roosevelt As A Country Gentleman," 533. 

166 Somerville, "How Roosevelt Rests", 664. 

167 Theodore Roosevelt to Anna Roosevelt Cowles, 28 July 1911, Theodore Roosevelt Collection, Harvard 
College Library. By permission of the Houghton Library, Harvard University (bMs Am 1834 TR to ARC). By 
permission of Houghton Library, Harvard University and the Theodore Roosevelt Association. 

168 SA.H.IN.H.S.; Archive File; Sagamore Hill: The Grounds. At the time of this report this file was located in 
the Curator's Office, basement of the main house. The file includes written correspondence and recollections of 
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__ . Preliminary Report on Sagamore Hill, Oyster Bay, Long Island. The report was prepared by staff 

for the National Park Service, Department of Interior. Not dated. 

__ . Preliminary Report on Sagamore Hill , Oyster Bay, Long Island. The report was prepared by A.P. 

Stauffer for the National Park Service, Department of Interior. 1941. 

__ . Sagamore Hill And The Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace. The report was prepared by L.B. Coryll, 

W.R. Failor, and C.E. Shedd for the National Park Service, Department of Interior. Not dated. 

__ . Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, Historic Tree Preservation and Propagation Program. The 

report was prepared by Margie Coffin of the Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation of the 

National Park Service, Department of Interior, 1992. 

__ . Statement For Management, Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. The report was recommended 

by Roy F. Beasley, Jr. and approved by the Acting Regional Director for the National Park Service, 

Department of Interior, 1980. 

• __ . Visitor Use Plan, Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. The report was prepared by staff for the 

National Park Service, Department of Interior, 1983. 

• 

__ . The Windmill of Sagamore Hill. The report was prepared by Francis F. Wilshin for the National 

Park Service, Department of Interior. 1970 . 
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Appendix B: Landscape Features Table 

LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

ENVIRONMENT 
SociaVCultural 

Nawral 

LANDSCAPE SETTING 
NATURAL SYSTEMS 
Ph}'Siography 

GeoloRY 

Hydrology 

Ecolol!V 

Climate 

TOPOGRAPHY 
BUILDINGS 
STRUCTURES 
Mechanical Systems 

Site Enltineering Systems 

VEGETATION 
SPATIAL ORGANIZATION 
Views & Vistas 

CIRCULATION 
WATER FEATURES 
FURNISHINGS & OBJECTS 

PERIOD/: TR PERIOD II: MRS. ROOSEVELT PERIOD Ill: TRA 
STEWARDSHIP STEWARDSHIP STEWARDSHIP 

• I • I • 
• 0 I 0 
• I • I • 

• 0 0 
• 0 0 
• 0 0 
• 0 • 
• 0 0 

OUTER AC. I IN. CORE OUTERAC. I IN.CORE OUTER AC. liN. CORE 

• 
• 
• 
X 
X 
• 
• 
• 
• 
X 
X 

• • • • 
• • • • 
• X • • 
• X X • 
• X X X 
• • • • 
• • • X 
• X • X 
• • • • 
X X X X 
• X • X 

KEY: • = INroRMATION SOUGHT/FOUND 
X= NO INFORMATION FOUND 
0 =NO INFORMATION SOUGHT 

• 
• 
• 
• 
X 
• 
• 
• 
• 
X 
• 

PERIOD IV: NPS 
STEWARDSHIP 

L • 
I • 
I • 

0 
0 
0 
• 
• 

OUTERAC. I IN. CORE 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
X X 
X • 
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Long Island, New York and Vicinity 

Cove Neck Village Town Clerk. Cove Neck. NY 
(516) 922-3278 
Telephone inquiry regarding the year Cove Neck became an incorporated village. 

Cradle of Aviation Museum. Mitchell Field. Garden City. NY 11530 
(516) 222-1190 
Telephone inquiry regarding aerial photographs of Long Island in the early 1900's. No photographs. 

Fauser Associates. Long Island, NY 
(516) 499-7774 
Telephone inquiry. In search of reproducible copy ofT.S. Prime 1949 survey of Sagamore Hill property. 
Referred to by Frederick Pokorny, a Long Island surveyor. Fauser Associates does have Prime's records. 
However, most were burned in a fire, including the 1949 survey. 

Hicks Nurseries. Inc .. 100 Jericho Tpke .. P.O. Box 648. Westbury. NY 11590 
(516) 334--0066 
Records from this nursery date back to the time of its establislunent (1853). Work orders, receipts, and 
telephone orders were some of the materials found (a representative sample is found in Appendix H of 
this report). The material documents plant species purchased by the Roosevelt's and general descriptions 
of maintenance needs and locations of specific plant materials. The records are not catalogued and are 
currently inaccessible to the public. 

Lockwood. Kesler. and Bartlett. Inc. 1 Aerial Drive. Syosset. NY 11791 
(516) 938-0600 
Telephone inquiry and purchase of aerial photographs of Cove Neck (1950, 1962, 1988). Other aerial 
photographs available at LKB, Inc.: 1955, 1957, 1969, 1972, 1978, 1984. 

Long Island Early Fliers Club. P.O. Box 221. Bethpage. NY 11714 
Telephone inquiry regarding aerial photographs of Long Island in the early 1900's. No photographs. 

Long Island Studies. Hofstra University Library. Uniondale. NY 
(516) 560-5092 
Telephone inquiry regarding photographs and information about Sagamore Hill. Photographs of house 
only, no aerial photographs. 

Nassau County Clerk's Office. 240 Old Country Road. Mineola. NY 11501 
Deed search. Documented change in property ownership and boundaries from 1899 until the present. 

Nassau County DPW-Drainage Section. County Executive Bldg .. 1 West Street. Mineola. NY 11501 
(516) 571-4322 
Location of 1926 aerial photograph of north shore ofLong Island encompassing Cove Neck. The original 
photograph is approximately 5'x5', there is no negative. A professional photographer was hired to 
photograph this aerial focusing on Sagamore Hill. The photograph and negative was submitted to the 
North Atlantic Regional Office at the completion of this report . 
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Nassau County Planning Commission. Mineola. NY 
(516) 535-5844 
Telephone inquiry regarding topographical maps of Cove Neck and vicinity encompassing Sagamore 
Hill. No topography maps, referred to Nassau County DPW-Drainage Department. 

Oyster Bay Historical Society. Summit Street. Oyster Bay. NY 11771. 
(516) 922-5032 
Useful information regarding the history of the town of Oyster Bay and some of the residents from the 
late 1800's. Sources were predominantly books and newspaper articles. Information about Roosevelt's 
political career. Not much useful information regarding Sagamore Hill landscape. 

Queens County Clerk's Office. 90-:27 Sutphin Blvd. Jamaica. NY 
(718) 658-4600 
Deed search. Documented change in property ownership and boundaries prior to 1899 when Oyster Bay 
was part of Queen's County. Location of C.P. Darling 1906 survey maps of properties on Cove Neck. 

Oyster Bay Town Hall Administration Office. Oyster Bay. NY 11771 
(516) 922-5800 
Telephone inquiry regarding topographical maps of Cove Neck and vicinity encompassing Sagamore 
Hill. No topography maps. 

Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. 20 Sagamore Hill Road. Oyster Bay. NY 11771. 
(516) 922-4788 

• 

Archives contain: Photographs, plans, reports, newspaper and magazine articles, account ledgers, family • 
photo albums, correspondence relating to National Park Service ownership. Very useful source for 
photographs. 

Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities. 93 North Country Road. Setauket. NY 11733 
(516) 941-9444 
Telephone inquiry regarding any information about Sagamore Hill. Have 1834 map of Lloyd Neck and 
vicinity from the U.S. Coast and Geodedic Survey. No other information regarding Sagamore Hill. 

Theodore Roosevelt Association. P.O. Box 720. Oyster Bay. NY 11771 
(516) 922-1221 
Minutes of the Theodore Roosevelt Association. Useful information regarding the Association's 
ownership and the changes made to accommodate public visitation. 

Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace. 28 East 20th Street. NY. NY 10005 
(212) 260-:0536 
Useful maps of Sagamore Hill including 1911 H.R. Jacobsen map of the macadam entrance road to 
Sagamore Hill. This material has since been moved to Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. The 
remainder of the photographs and archival material located in New Y ark pertain to the birthplace. 

The Catalog of Landscape Records In The United States. Wave Hill. 675 West 252 Street. Bronx. NY 
lQru. 
(212) 549-3200 
Telephone inquiry and written correspondence regarding any information on Sagamore Hill. No 
information in database. A request for information regarding J. Franklin Meehan was discovered in a 
1988 Wave Hill Newsletter. The request stated that he (Meehan) designed for Theodore Roosevelt. 
Efforts to contact and question the author of the request were not successful. 
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Town of Oyster Bay, Highway Division. 100 Miller Place. Syosset. NY 
(516) 921-7347 
Telephone inquiry regarding any topographical maps of Cove Neck and vicinity which would encompass 
Sagamore Hill. No topography maps, only road maps. 

Northeast 

Farm Journal Magazine. Philadelphia. PA 
(215) 829-4 700 
Telephone inquiry regarding December 1906 article written by A.J. Edwards, an associate editor of the 
journal. In search of notes and photographs taken for the production of the article. Notes and 
photographs collected for the production of an article are only kept on file for 10-15 years. No 
information available regarding the 1906 article. 

Golden Aerial Surveys. Inc, P.O. Box 747. 141 Mt. Pleasant Road. Newton. CT 06470 
(203) 426-3322 
Aerial photography of Sagamore Hill April 13, 1992. Digitally mapped information from aerial for 
AutoCad use. Should be contacted when ground control survey is completed so that accurate property 
boundaries can be added to the digital data. 

Harvard University. Houghton Library. Cambridge. MA 02138 
(617) 727-2816 x238 
Written correspondence between Theodore Roosevelt and his sister Anna Roosevelt Cowles ("Bamie") 
proved useful. Other written correspondence, Edith Kermit Roosevelt to her daughter Ethel Roosevelt 
Derby, and a few photographs were useful. 

International Museum of Photography. Rochester. NY 
(716) 271-3361 
Telephone inquiry regarding J. Horace McFarland photograph collection. Referred to the Pennsylvania 
State Archives. 

North Atlantic Regional Office. 15 State Street. Boston. MA 02109 
(617) 223-5059 
Pamphlets and reports regarding Sagamore Hill. Same information can be found at Sagamore Hill 
National Historic Site. 

Pennsylvania State Archives. Harrisburg. Pa 
(717) 787-3023 
Telephone inquiry. Lynda Ries-Archivist; J. Horace McFarland Collection. The collection was received 
at two separate times. First, circa 1948 upon McFarland's death. Nothing regarding Sagamore Hill. 
Second, late in 1992 more photographs and glass lantern slides were received when the company went 
bankrupt. The second half of the collection was not completely catalogued at the time of the inquiry but 
the archivist did not recall anything regarding Sagamore Hill. A further inquiry may be useful. 

Washington DC and Vicinity 

Library of Congress. Washington DC 
Telephone inquiries and visits to manuscript, and prints and photos divisions. Some useful photographs, 
little information regarding Sagamore Hill landscape. Predominantly related to Roosevelt's political 
career and tenure in Washington. Further research may be useful. 
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National Archives Cartographic Reference Branch. Washington DC 20408 
(703) 756--6700 
Telephone inquiry and purchase of coastal maps dating to mid and late 1800s. Maps not detailed. 
Further research regarding topographic quadrangles, street maps, and aerial photographs dating to the 
early 1900s may be useful. 

National Archives Suitland Reference Branch. Suitland. MD 
(301) 763--7411 
Telephone and written correspondence regarding Theodore Roosevelt, Sagamore Hill and the United 
States Secret Service. Information concerning the protection of President Theodore Roosevelt at 
Sagamore Hill was examined by National Archives staff but they were unable to find information 
regarding the grounds at Sagamore Hill. Further research of the microfilmed Reports of Agents, 1867-
1935, found in the Records of U.S. Secret Service, may be useful but will not likely include information 
about the grounds at Sagamore Hill. Contact with the Archivist, Office of Public Affairs, United States 
Secret Service, Department of the Treasury, 1800 G Street NW, Washington, DC 20223 is recommended. 

National Society of Professional Surveyors. 5410 GroscenorLane. Bethesda. MD 20814-2122 
(30 1) 493--0200 
Telephone inquiry regarding the records of T.S. Prime (1949 surveyor of Sagamore Hill property). Not 
helpful. 

Other 

California Museum of Photography. University of California at Riverside. Riverside. CA 92521 

• 

~7~787 • 
Telephone inquiry regarding Underwood and Underwood Photograph Collection. The archive contains 
the Underwood and Underwood original photographs and negatives also located in the Sagamore Hill 
National Historic Site photographic archive and possibly others of the Sagamore Hill landscape. Further 
research is required. 

Denver Service Center. Denver. CO 
(303) 969-2134 
Telephone inquiry and purchase of copies of useful National Park Service reports regarding Sagamore 
Hill. Copies of maps and plans developed by the National Park Service were also available and useful. 

People Contacted 

Dorothy McGee. Oyster Bay Town Historian. Oyster Bay. NY 
Telephone inquiry and written correspondence regarding information on Roosevelt and Sagamore Hill. 
General response regarding history of Oyster Bay. 

Frederick Pokorny. Surveyor. Huntington Station. NY 
Telephone inquiry. Local surveyor called regarding any information on T.S. Prime (1949 surveyor of 
Sagamore Hill property) and his records. Referred to Fauser Associates. 

Kerrin Polaski, Northport. NY 
Telephone inquiry and oral interview. Mrs. Polaski was an active member of the Horticulture Society 
(since disbanded). She recommended research sources which may be useful. She is in possession of a 
large diorama of the historic flower and vegetable garden which was constructed by the Horticulture 
Society. The diorama appeared accurate and could be very useful. Further contact is recommended . 
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Mrs. Quentin Roosevelt. Oyster Bay. NY 
Oral interview. Mrs. Roosevelt lived at Old Orchard for approximately twelve years. She did not recall 
very much information regarding the Sagamore Hill landscape. She does have many scrap books with a 
few useful photographs of Sagamore Hill but the subject of most of the photographs are foreign travels. 

Tim McElwain. Huntington. NY 
Telephone inquiries and oral interviews. Mr. McElwain was a member of the Horticulture Society and is 
very interested in the landscape at Sagamore Hill. His recommendations of research sources were very 
useful and he himself has done extensive research of archival material regarding the landscape at 
Sagamore Hill. He has researched at all the major New York libraries, the Library of Congress, Brooklyn 
Library, the Underwood and Underwood Photograph Collection, and he has a number of post cards 
depicting the Sagamore Hill landscape. Information was exchanged throughout this project. Consistent 
contact with Mr. McElwain is recommended . 
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DESCR!BE'THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, the "Sull!lloer White House" of· President Theodore 
Roosevelt, is located in Oyster Bay, New Yor~, on the northwestern shore of Long 
Island. The 85 acre site of farm and woodland on the Falmouth Moraine commands the 
highest elevation in the Cove Neck area and has 890 feet of frontage on Cold Spring 
Harbor. The property, basically L-shaped, is set in a terrain dominated by the coves, 
necks, spits and bays of the Long Island Sound. 

The area surrounding the Site is primarily estate land of the village of Cove Neck. 
Though it is no longer as isolated as during the Roosevelts'· residency, the surround­
ings are still moderately wooded with many small stands of old growth deciduous 
forest. At Oyster Bay, 2.8 ~les west, are large sand and gravel quarries. Some 
land east of the Falmouth Moraine is still farmed. The eastern portion of the prop­
erty (consisting of approximately 32 acres) bas old second growth cover, chiefly oak 
and tulips, with a shallow fresh~ater pond, a salt marsh and creek, and about 900 feet 
of beach fronting on Cold Spring P~rbor. A varietY of birds; water fowl, and small 
mammals can be found within the area. This eastern portion of the park is being 
used, since 1968, as a National Environmental Study area. 

The nearest urban centers are Hicksville (pop. 51,000}, located ten miles south, and 
Huntington (pop. 12,000), in adjoining Suffolk County about seven miles to the east. 
New York City is 29 miles to the west• 

Roosevelt began the construction·of.Sagamore Hill in 1884 on land purchased the year 
before from Thomas Youngs of Oyster Bay for $10,000 cash, a mortgage for $20,000 and 
the right "to remove the growing crops, and the crops stored in the farm barn," then 
the only building on the property. 

A rough sketch map drawn by Roosevelt shortly after the estate purchase identifies 
main features such as roads, fields, woodlands, an orchard. fences, crops growing 
there, ponds and a spring. It indicates that the farm was in operation at the time 
and that the land was well suited to growing fruits and vegetables •. In addition to 
a barn and orchard, the map shows a cornfield, a field of buckwheat and an asparagus 
bed. The northeast section of the property is identified as "cedar hill." This is 
located directly east of the orchard which is, in turn, east of the cornfield. The 
southeast and a major part of the southern por.t-ion of the property is identified as 
woodland. In addition to the cornfield, two other fields are shown--one some distance 
south of the barn, the other in the southwest ·section of the pr.operty. A road is 
shown running through the approximate center of the property. This is bisected by 
a road that passes just west of·tbe barn to connect with a road that skirts the 
field of buck-wheat on the north. Two ponds are identified, one in the north central 
part of the property, later named the "woodpile pond," and the other in the southeast 
corner, later called the "lower lake." A frog spring is shown in the north central 
section of "cedar hill." (Sagamore Hill :II.'HS files) 

The house that Theodore Roosevelt built in 1884-85 is quite free from later altera­
tions with the exception of an addition; the North Room, made by the Roosevelt& in 
1905. The house is sited on the crest of a hill that, in Roosevelt's day, provided 
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a co~anding view in every direction, sweeping west to Oyster Bay and north to Long 
Island Sound. Some of this view is still visible from the third floor. The house if 
surrounded by extensive landscaped la~~s beyond which, in all directions, are acres of 
large second-growth timber, primariiy oak. ThP belts of woodland, interspersed ~~th 
fields, separate the house and its ancillary buildings from all others. 

The greater portion of the Sagamore Hill estate was woodland during Roosevelt's 
lifetime with the areas under cultivation.varying with the seasons and good farming 
practices. There were at.times, however, as many as forty acres of the full ninety­
five being farmed. 

The Sagamore Hill property was acquired by the Theodore Roosevelt Association in 1950, 
together with the furnishings and belongings accumulated by the Roosevelt family 
throughout the years • 

The Association opened the house to the public in 1953. In July 1963 the Theodore 
Roosevelt Association donated the property to the United States government. It 
thereby became Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. The bouse and its contents, 
as well as the grounds, continue to be carefully preserved in like manner to when 
Theodore Roosevelt and his family lived there, 

The most significant historic structures of the Site are as follows: 

1. Sagamor~ Hill (No. NSl) (Constructed in 1885) 

Theodore Roosevelt had Sagamore Bill built in 1884-85 at a cost of $16,975.00. 
Be commissioned the New York architects, Lamb and Rich, to design h~s new house in 
Oyster Bay, but a great many of his own ideas were incorporated into the design. 
Roosevelt wrote: 

••• I did not know enough to be sure what I wished in outside matters. 
But I had perfectly definite views what I wished in inside matters, 
what I desired to live in and w~th; I arranged all this so as to get what 
I desired insofar as my money permitted; and then Rich put on the outside 
cover vith but little help from me. I wished· a big piazza, very broad.at 
the N.W. corner where we could sit in rocking chairs and look at the sunset; 
a library with a shallow bay window opening south; the parlor or drawing 
room occupying all the western et1d of the lower floor; as broad a hall 
as our space would permit; big fireplaces for logs; on the top floor the 
gun room occupying the western end so that north and west it looks over 
the sound and bay. I had to live inside and not outside the house; and 
while I should have liked to "express" rnyself in both. as I had to choose, 
I chose the former. (Letter by Theodore Roosevelt to Henry H. Saylor 
editor of Country Life in America dated 3 October 1915) • 
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The result is a solidly constructed frame and red brick structure ~hich is in both 
plan and detail, a typical of the then popular Queen Anne architectural expressions 
that ~ere conteffiporary and entirely appropriate to its location, architects and 
occupants. 

The house is a large-scaled, rambling two-and-one-half stories with an attic and full 
basement, although from the interior there is a full third story. The foundations 
are t~enty inches thick with joists, rafters and roof-boards that match the same 
massive proportions. The. foundat.ions and the raised basement are of local stone, 
mica schist, ~hich is laid in squared rubble fashion. 

The house featu.res prominent gables, dormers, verandahs and a porte-cochere. The 
.aS)~etrical massing of the house is, in the COnteXt of latter nineteenth century 
architecture, turning toward a more horizontal and yet picturesque expression. The 
bouse bas big open volumes~ crowned by wide gable ends and dormers that reach out~ard 
expensively and not upwards, as in earlier Victorian styles. The shingles of the 
upper stories form a continuous skin that ties the varied planes and decorative 
shingle work into a smoothly flowing whole. This house's high voluminous roof and 
multi-directional massing characterize the change to the horizontal in design. 

The house has many Queen Anne details on the exterior. The common bond red brick skin 
that covers the first floor and the mustard-colored and .dark green-trimmed second and 
top floors provide fashionable latter nineteenth century color contrasts. There are 
terra-cotta sunflower medallion window decorations, sawn-wood ornament, a shaped 
verandah, imitation half~timbeting in several dormer gables, all of which are expres­
sions of the Queen Anne style. The gable and dormer ends are covered with a combinatio 
of clapboards and ~hingles that are wave and curved-end cut. 

The verandah extends from the porte-cochere on the·south facade around the west side 
'!.;here it 'lddens to 18'6" and forms an outdoor sitting room, shaded by a large awning. 
There is a sa~~-wood balustrade at the outer edge.which continues with the verandah 
for a short· distance along the west side of the north wing. A lattice-sided service 
porch ~ith an openwork top is off the staff's kitchen and another porch is on the 
east side of the house. A small shingled porch and two decks open off the President's 
bedroom, bathroom and a Guest Room, respectively •. • 

~indow styles are varied, ranging from large single light sash to leaded, stained glass 
sash. Y..any upper sr.sh are divided into s.::all paned patterns. Two-over-two light sash 
are used in the service areas. Most of the windows on the first and second floors are 
fitted with exterior blinds. T:h e ones on the third floor have been removed since 195 

Tne tocse and porch roofs on Sagamore Hill ~ere originally covered with ~ood shinsles 
"'-hich were later covered over '1.-ith asbestos s·hingles in 1950-52. 
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The three rnassive chimneys on. the main part.·of the house are decorated 'ldth elaborate 
chec~ered brick panels, achieved by recessing alternate bricks of a header-laid patterr 
and each has lancet-like slots set below the raised and corbelled band course. The 
~orth Room chimney has the same scale and rr.ass without the decorative treatment. 

Sagamore Hill consists of twenty-three rooms. On the first floor are a large oak 
paneled and beamed entrance and stair ball, the library which served as Theodore 
Roosevelt's private office, the dining room, drawing room, kitchen (behind which-.. vas a 
laundry room), a pantry, and the spacious North Ropm added in 1905. On the second 
floor are the family and guest bedrooms, the nursery, an original bathroom and three 
later ones. The stair hall is centrally located and is lighted by a stained glass 
skylight. The rear (service) stair extends from the basement to the third floor. On 
the top floor is the Gun Room, Theodore .Jr.'s room, the schoolroom, linen room, sew~ng 
room, and the cook's room and two maids' rooms. The unfinished attic was reached by 
a ship's ladder stair in-a third floor closet. 

The interior finish of the house is typical of the period. Most of the interior wood­
work in the form of heavy oak paneling, wainscoting and elaborate mantels, is stained 
and varnished and most of the walls are covered with reproduction wallpaper of the 
general period. 

The North Room (40' x 30 1 ), designed by architect C. Grant LaFarge, was added to the 
house in 1905 in response to the President's need for a large, dignified room to receiv 
the groups of delegates and distinguished visitors who visited Sagamore Hill. The 
exterior of the North Room blends well with the remainder of the house in that fue 
walls are red brick and the shingled gable is similar to the gables on the house. A 
plaster or composition eagle and w~eath decoration, by Gutzon Borglum, is set on a 
~ood panel on the gable. 

Joining the room to the north side of the house meant taking a~ay a prominent entrance 
there and placing it from the west side of the hall to the porch. The room ~as built 
with t~o st~ps dow~ from the entrance hall to a landing and with two more steps down 
to the mom from each e:rad of the landing. Built entirely of American and Philippine 
wood, the room with a high ceiling is a monochrome of luminous soft red-brown. The 
mantelpiece is of carmagon wood from the Philippines, the ceiling of American s~amp 
cypress and hazel. The black walnut Ionic colum.,s, set in·. pairs against all four walls 
heighten the dignity of the room. The North Room also has a bold textured ~allpaper of 
red and gold which is the only original wallpaper remaining in the house. 

Until the North Room was added, the house as designed by Lamb and Rich was unchanged. 
After the property '-'!!S purchased by the Theodore Roosevelt Association in 1950, a 
nul!:ber of alterations were r::ade in >ar:{o1.!S parts of the house to provide for d rculatio 
of visitors and for the protection of the ho1.:se and its contents • 
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The narrow hall that leads to the kitchen 10as straightened; the dumbwaiter and the 
~tairs to the cellar from the kitchen ,..~re re~·odeled in conjunction with this alt~ra­
tion. In this sa~e area the stair~ay_from outside the kitchen door to this hall ,.as 
cha~ged from a narrow curved stairway to a stair~ay with two landings to acco~ocRte 
the curve. 

The room on the east of the kitchen, formerly the laundry, is an office for the Park 
Technician. The small service porch off the kitchen on the north was enclosed and 
made into a staff kitchen_; steps from this to the c:-u.tside face east. 

There were changes also in the room on the sec~nd floor known as Alice's room and in 
the adjoining hall during the Association's re~itoration. 

Because of using the third floor rooms as exhibit areas, one entirely new stairway • 
needed for better traffic.circulation, was built from the second to the third floor 
on the northwest side of ·the house. The stairway from the second to the third floor · 
on the southeast side of the bouse was widened. Metal louvres were added on the · 
north and south sides of the atti~ when a large fan was installed. 

The original wood shingled roof was covered with asbestos shingles while the interior 
alterationst:were being carried out. 

Since 1963, the NPS has restored the top floor· rooms as closely as possible to their 
appearance when the Roosevelts lived at Sagamore Hill. The restorations have included 
that of the original linen room, removal of false partitions, refinishing of varnished 
woodwork which had been painted, papering of rooms from which wallpaper had been 
~emoved, etc. 

2. Gray Cottage (No. HS 2) (Construc.ted in 1910)· 

The Gray Cottage is a small wood fra~e clapboarde~ building which was built in 1910 to 
house the Roosevelts' coacr~an and ~alet and their families. It 10as divided into two 
apartments, one on each side of the house. It has been well maintained and except for 
the rear south side, the exterior is only slightly altered from its original appearance. 
In 1953 the house underwent a restoration, and a number of interior alterations\ere 
made during the 1960's for an.adaptive reuse of the structure as a Park Service 
resiclence. 

The Gray Cottage is ·a rectangular ·block 26'2" x 20', and is two-and-one-half stories 
~~th a mecium pitch gable roof. The center of the front· facade has a s~all enclosed 
storm porch with a shed roof. ~~ile the porch may not have been enclosed originally, 
there is e\'j dence that it \."as done at a very early stage in the history of the house. 
There ~·as, in addition, a rear porch ~·hich has since been removed. The house is 
modestly detailed with wooden corner boards and eaves returns. 
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It has a full basement w1 th poured concrete walls which are presur:.ably reinforced, 
given that there is no evide;,ce of cracking or uneq\Jal settle!;',ant. There is also an 
attic which is accessible by ~eans of a staircase placed above the flight of stairs 
to the ~econd story. 

There are four S)1nmetrically placed sash windows in each facade with wooden shutters 
and each gable end has a smaller window to ljght the attic. The roof now bas a 
covering of wood shingles, which was probably the original roofing material. 

3. Ice House (No. HS 3) (Constructed in. 1885) 

The Ice House is an octagonal building of red brick, walled to a height of five feet 
and capped by a very steep, pointed, asbestos shingled roof (Probably wooden originally) 
The building bad a wooden floor originally and has since been adapted into use as public 
washrooms • 

4. New Barn (No. RS 4) (Constructed in 1907) 

When Roosevelt first bought the Sagamore Hill estate, the only standing structure was 
the Old Barn, which later was used not only for farming and carriage horses but as an 
adventure playground by the President, his children and the numerous cousins from 
nearby. ~~en this building, estimated to be nearly a century old, collapsed in 1904, 
the New Barn was eventually built to replace it in 1907. The foundation stones of the 
Old Barn still remain. The New Barn is a wooden frame structure with asphalt shingled 
gambrel roof and with a partial basement. It had a large central opening, sliding 
doors and a cupola atop to provide ventilation. 

It has been altered inside to ser\•e as a park residence and garage~ It now has five 
rooms, including a kitchen and one bath, and, also has a small screened porch and 
storage attic. 

5. Carric:.re Rouse and Tool She.d (~\cs. HS 5 and 6) (Construction date unknown) 

The Carria£e House and Tool Shed are adjacent wooden frame structures, clapboarded and 
~ith shingled gabie roofs. Both are one and one half stories, have overhanging eaves 
and ~ooden corner boards. 

The Carriage House is oriented to the gc:ble end and has two large flushboard doors with 
crossbracing and metal hinges. 

6. Gerde!.:_er's Shed (No. HS 7) (CC'·nstruction cate unkr.o~o-n) 

Tbe Cardener's Shed is a simple frc~e ~uildi.ng ~ith ~ooden board-and-catten siding, 
a shingled ~able roof with a diamond shaped window in each gable end • 
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7. Chicken House (No. HS 8) (Construction date unknown) 

The Chicken Hocse is of frame cor:str·<.~ction •i th clapboard siding and an asphalt 
shingle roof. Part of the building is no~ used as a tool shed exhibit area and ;.art 
is a storage area for the souvenir shop and sr.ack bar. 

8. Windmill (No. HS.9) (Construction in ca. 1884-86; reconstructed in 1971) 

The original windmill, constructed ca. 1884-86, pumped water for the Sagamore Hill 
estate. The-....present windmill is a 1971 reconstruction built to replace what was 
an essential part of the estate when Theodore Roosevelt liv.ed there. It has a steel 
propeller on top of a wooden structure about 65' high. 

There are other minor historic features on the Site related to t.he historic period 
(1884-1919). The Stable and Lodge, built prior to 1884, burned in 1947, and the stont 
foundations were covered ~ith earth. The foundation is believed to be intact except 
for two large stones that were removed to accommodate a water line. The wood post­
and-rail fences generally follow the historic fence line. The fence around the formal 
garden does not conform to the historic location because of the existence of the 
modern entrance road and parking area. 

There are four original "TR" landmarks: a carved entrance stone, a carved pet 
cemetery stone, and two gate stones along ~~th two stone and ~asonry retaining walls 
at the original entrance, Quentin Roosevelt's grave marker (brought from his grave i~ 
France) is also located near the house. 

A Development Subzone contains several structures not related to the Roosevelt period: , 

1. Concession facility--constructed in 1951--this structure houses a gift shop and 
snack bar. 

2. Kicsk--a sunwer and weekend information station built in 1958. 

3. Maintenance building--built in 1938--this structure includes &arages and work 
areas for the park maintenance staff ·and a two-bedroom apartment. 

4. Foreman's Cottage--also built in 1938--this building is now used as a residence. 

Anotl.er structure not associated "k':ith the life of Roosevelt is Old Orchard. This 
two-story Georgjan horne with brick veneer and slate shingle roof ~as built in 1938 
by Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. The interior l:as been adapted to accoi:r.ocate ach::inist::-ativ• 
offices, rnuseun: exhibits and reside-ntial c;'.!arters. The e,.;te:rior reta~ns its original 
e:ppcercnce. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Sagamore Hill is historically significant as the estate of Theodore Roosevelt, 26th 
President of the United States, who lived in this house from 1884 until his death in 
January, 1919. On the wide, shaded porch of Sagamore Hill, Roosevelt was formally 
notified of his nominations as Governor of New York in 1898, as Vice Presiaent in 1900, 
and as President in 1904. While Roosevelt served in the Pr~sidency from 1901-1909, 
Sagamore Rill became the "Summer White House." A notable event in diplomatic history 
occurred during the summer of 1905 at Sagamore Hill when Roosevelt met envoys of 
Russia and Japan separately in the library for conferences that preceded negotiations 
at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, that resulted in the Treaty of Portsmouth on September 5, 
1905, ending the Russo-Japanese War. ' 

As well as its significant historical associations, Sagamore Hill is a distinguished 
architectural work, representing a transitional period in American architectural 
development. The Queen Anne details, strongly influenced by prevailing European 
tastes, were lavishly superimposed on an emerging and distinctly American articulation 
of mass. The voluminous massing and horizontality of the design, further enhanced by 
the sensitive LaFarge addition, are certainly of an exemplary nature. 

The house's setting, astride a hill surrounded by lawns and deciduous forests, 
reflects Roosevelt's great love of nature and outdoor activity. A contempora!J 
journalist obseryed, "One reason why Sagamore Hill has such great charm for /the 
President/ ••• is "that to use his o~~ expression, 'he doesn't live in his neighbor's 
pocket,'" (r~urice Low, Saturday Evening Post, October 11, 1902) The grounds and 
the forests were the setting for the rambles and outdoor activities that Roosevelt 
is fa!:!ous for and ••hich his children, n·e.rhews and nie.ces delighted in, particularly 
when he would drop the affairs of state at their urging to join them. Three of his 
children were born there and all six grew up in the idyllic setting. 

Within the park is a co~lection of mementos, gifts, hunting trophies, furniture, 
furnishings and other memorabilia that lend Sagamore Hill its distinctive character 
and are inextricably associated with the historic structure and the personality of 
Theodore Roosevelt. These objects give~ fascinating and inti~ate insight into the 
various aspects of-a truly singular life, and are as much a part of the historic scene 
as the joists, rafters and roof-boards of the Theodore Roosevelt home itself. 

Mrs, Roosevelt lived at th€ house until her death in 1948. The careful preservation of 
~asa~cre Hill and its collection assures, in accordance with the family's wishes, that 
a visitor feels the Roosevelts have "st?pped out for a moment and will return shortly. 
Sagamore Hill National Historic Site preserves a comfortably informal and inti~ate vis11 
into the life of a great man . 
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OYSTER BAY BRANCH 

Cornelius van Schaak Roosevelt 
1794-1871 
M. 
Margaret Barnwell 
180().1861 

!Silas Weir James Ali'red Cornelius Jr. 
1823-1870 
M. 
Mary West 
Cornelius 1847-? 
Hilbome Lewis 1849-? 
James West 1858-? 
Frank 1862-1895 

1825-1898 
M. 
Elizabeth Ernlen 

SIBLINGS OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

1827-1887 
M. 
Laura Porter 
Mary Ernlen 1848-1885 
Leila 1850-1930 
Alfred 1856-? 
William Ernlen 1857-? 

~obert Barnwell 
1829-1906 
M. 
1. Elizabeth Ellis 
Margaret B. 
John Ellis 
Robert Jr. 
M.1888 
2. Marion T. O'Shea 

HYDE PARK BRANCH 

James J. Roosevelt 
1795-1875 

Theooore Sr. 
1831-1878 
M. 
Martha Bulloch 
1835-1884 

xnn·a:·~oos'evei"i .......................... , .. iieoaor:e-·Yiooseve"fi"""··········· .. ···············~moi"Rooseveii··························conmie·Rooseveri······· .. ·················· 
1855-1931 1 s - 19 1860-1894 1861-1933 
M.l895 M. M. M. 
W. Sheffiled Cowles Alice Lee Edith Carow Anna Hall Douglas Robinson 

1861-1884 1861-1948 1855-1918 

CHILDREN OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
!Allee Theodore Jr. 

1884-1980 1887-1944 
M. '1/17/06 M. 6/l0/10 
Nicholas Eleanor 
Longworth Alexander 
1869-1931 1885- 1960 

GRANDCHILDREN OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
Paulina 
1925·1957 

Grace Green 1911· 
Theodore III 1914-
Comelius Van Schaak 1915-1991 
Quentin 1919·1948 

begat Anna Hall who married Franklin 
Delano Roooevelt of Hyde Parle 

Kermit 
1889-1943 
M. 6/11/14 
Belle 
Willard 
1892- 1968 

Joseph Williard 1917-
Belle 1919·1985 
Kermit Jr. 1915-
Dirck 1925-1953 

Ethel Carow 
1891-1977 
M. 4/13/13 
Dr. Richard 
Derby 
1881- 1963 

Richard Derby Jr. t914-192l 
Edith 1917· 
Sarah Alden 1920-
Judith_Quentin 1923·1973 

Arcliie 
1894-1979 
M. 
Grace 
Lockwood 
1893- 1979 

Queniin 
1897-1918 

Archie Jr. 1918·1990 
Nancy Dabney 1923-
Theodora 1919-
Edith 1926-

NOTE: The Roosevelt Genealogy was researched for the author's personal knowledge of the Roosevelt Family. Birth and death certificates were not researched and 
recorded for the compilation of this genealogy. The information was gathered from SAHINHS Archives, personal communication with NPS personnel, and McCullogh. 
David. Morings on Horseback. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1981. 
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NTS 

1926 Aerial Photograph (Nassau County DPW-Drainage Section, Mineola, NY) 
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t::.Nonh 

NTS 

1940 Aerial Photograph (SAHINHS Archives, Oyster Bay, NY) 
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NrS 

1950 Aerial Photograph (LICB, Inc., Syosset, NY) 
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!l North 

NTS 

I 962 Aerial Photograph (LKB, Inc., Syosset, NY) 
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NTS 
1988 Aerial Photograph (LKB, Inc., Syosset, NY) 
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tJ. North 

NTS 

1992 Aerial Photograph (Golden Aerial Surveys, Inc, Newton, Cf.) 
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T~-: Outlook 
Offlce of 

Theodore Roosevelt 

Dear Ur. Hicks: 

287 Fourth Avenue 

New York 

Sept~ber 25th, 1911. 

I am very lllUCh obliged tor your latter, 'but I am 

ecrr; to say the bulletin has not come and eo I cannot re-

turn it. Now4 a question about those trees. Am I aa!e in. 

takin~ene~ eay-eo u to which treoa an badly in­

fected! There are no wild ~irchee in the nei~borhood, 

excepting some scattered in the 11'0ode, and. I • atrt&id it 

would be an indefinite job to try to hunt up all of theee. -
I! I now cut down the birchea1will it be aa!e and proper 

!or ~e to use ~~ for !ire-wood this 1all! 

With aumy thanks, 

Mr. Hen~/ Hicks, 
Westbury, !i. Y • 

Sincerely yours, 

:r~~;J 
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.The trOuble .wtt~\ the 'ocust tre~e .ia,.duc to-the 

locu.et. ~·e~r rni~::.- ':r·~~\hf~"h .we advi"'"~ spraying next 
.. "-·· 

'~-. \ 

May w1 t·/:'-!tr•er.!\te or l~o. ·,• e h<tve ~Lnked a tate en to-
~-.... . ., \::\ 

·zn~1~&·g~~!'>"'·~~:~·(·t~,~~~:J .Y~ ~ bu~l.etj)~ He haa 
~tudiod th• lo~~t'··l.e.at- mitHt'?-.on Long 'hlta.rad ;;.t tho 

cr os!J 1ng of ~~.,- rt;;~L;~n~··B~:i'ioll.d ;,nd i.~r i cho Turn­

pike at gyoseet. 'l'h~S..... ~~~.\- ta &lw~y~~_ he~e, t.ut C.nly 

aooallional.ly beaoraee ~..,~'i~e~·~: .. r-.1:J::~. T. J. Young. or 

oy~ter Bay. J!.as aen t.loned 'bel~ R s~··\i1io bi, her 
l ( '"'hl:: . . . 

governe•• :mel •• hlt'Ye heard o~her rep~iih' its' dama.g-
\ \ . /.. . . . 

log tl'eee abou~ t 1Uy years liB~• _..> · 

~H.JWJ'. 

.... __ _,.,.. 

Very truly you~s, 

lSMC. JJJCXsi • SON';.· 
; 

•. I 

per.~ •'· 

Apr/1/16 

. Ex-president Rooaevel t telephoned Mar /24th. 

w~nte estimate on spraying the apple orch~xd. HH & 
Rienacher call and look over the place. 

See if should buy h~ndpump or get gas engine. See 
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This alphabetized list corresponds to the abbreviated sources noted on the Period Plans. The 
abbreviated source is followed by a bibliographic notation (for books, reports, newspapers, etc.) or a 
description, location of the original (if applicable), and other necessary notes. 

Sources: 

1993 TOPOGRAPHY MAP- This citation refers to the 1993 map generated from aerial photography by 
Golden Aerial Surveys, Inc., Newton, cr. The map was computer generated using AutoCad software, 
Release 12 IBM Version at 1 "=40'. The originals were deposited at Sagamore Hill National Historic Site 
upon completion of this report. 

1970 INTERP. PROSPECTUS -U.S. Department of the Interior. Interpretive Prospectus, Sagamore Hill 
National Historic Site. The report was prepared by staff for the National Park Service, Department of 
Interior. 1970. 

1911 JACOBSEN MAP- Map, "Improvements on the Estate ofTheodore Roosevelt", 1911. The original 
map is located at Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. 

ABR SKETCH - This citation refers to a sketch of the historic flower and vegetable garden made by 
Archibald Bulloch Roosevelt c. 1963. A copy of the sketch is on file at Sagamore Hill National Historic 
Site . 

AERIAL PHOTOS - A number of aerial photographs were analyzed and compared for this report. 
Photographs compared included: 1926, 1940, 1950, 1962, 1988, and 1992. Copies of these photographs 
were deposited at Sagamore Hill National Historic Site upon the completion of this report. 

DECESARE - U.S. Department of Interior. Archeological Collections Management at Sagamore Hill 
National Historic Site, New York. The report was prepared by Louise M. DeCesare of the Division of 
Cultural Resources Management of the North Atlantic Regional Office, National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of Interior. 1990. 

FIELD SURVEY- Several field surveys were conducted by the author over the two year period. 

G. JONES - Gordon Jones, Director of Planting Fields Arboretum in Oyster Bay, Long Island recalled 
working for a landscaper in the early 1960s and planting trees in and around the parking lot at Sagamore 
Hill. 

HAGEDORN - Hagedorn, Herman. The Roosevelt Family of Sagamore Hill. New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1954. 

PHOTO. HARVARD UNIVERSITY- This citation refers to photographs seen in the Theodore Roosevelt 
Collection at Houghton Library, Harvard University. 

HBM - This citation refers to the Historic Base Map part of the Historic Resource Study. U.S. 
Department of Interior. Historic Resource Study, Historical Base Map Documentation, Sagamore Hill 
National Historic Site. The report was prepared by Francis F. Wilshin for the National Park Service, 
Department of Interior. 1972 . 
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INSCRIPTION -This citation refers to·the inscription on the plaque on the flag pole. The pole was 
erected and dedicated by the Boy Scouts of America in 1953. 

INTERVIEW-A. VERONE- Amy Verone, Chief Curator of Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. Many 
discussions with Amy Verone provided information regarding the NPS stewardship, programmatic needs, 
administrative needs, and existing conditions. 

INTERVIEW-R. JOHNSON -Roger Johnson, Maintenance Mechanical Foremen of Sagamore Hill 
National Historic Site. Many discussion with Roger Johnson provided information regarding current and 
past maintenance practices, current needs, and future concerns. 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS -This citation refers to information recorded at the Library of Congress, 
Washington, DC. 

NY TRIBUNE- "Colonel Roosevelt's Home. The Much Talked About House At Oyster Bay And Its' 
Occupants." New York Tribune, 2 October 1900. 

SAHINHS-TRA MATERIALS- This citation refers to the Theodore Roosevelt Materials catalogued and 
located at Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. 

SAHINHS ARCHIVES-1949 MAP- Map, "Topographical map of property Situate In The Incorporated 
Village of Oyster Bay Cove Town of Oyster Bay, Nassau Co., N.Y.", Area- 21.490 Acres (Excl. of Right 
of Way), scale 1 "=40'. Surveyed January, 1949 by A.J. Edwards- T.S. Prime, Huntington, N.Y. Located 
at Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, SAHI 9805. 

• 

SAHINHS NO. 9002- This citation refers to the photograph collection located at Sagamore Hill National • 
Historic Site. At the time of this report the photographs were being reorganized and catalogued 
accordingly. The new numbering system is cross-referenced to the original numbering system (used in 
this report). 

SAHINHS ARCHIVES - This citation refers to the files in the Sagamore Hill Archives located at 
Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, Oyster Bay, Long Island, New York. 

SAHINHS NOMINATION- U.S. Department of Interior. National Register of Historic Places Inventory 
-Sagamore Hill National Historic Site Nomination. The nomination was prepared by Bronwyn Krog for 
the North Atlantic Region of the National Park Service, Department of Interior. Boston, MA, October, 
1978. 

SAHINHS RMP- U.S. Department of Interior. Resources Management Plan, Sagamore Hill National 
Historic Site. The report was recommended by Loretta L. Schmidt and approved by the Regional 
Director for the National Park Service, Department of Interior, 1982. 

SAHINHS RMP- U.S. Department of Interior. Resources Management Plan, Sagamore Hill National 
Historic Site. The report was prepared by staff for the National Park Service, Department of Interior. 
1993. 

TR SKETCH -Theodore Roosevelt sketched his property prior to buying it in 1880. Figure 1.3 of the 
CLR is a copy of this sketch. The original is on file at Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. 
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TR TO AR. HARVARD- Theodore Roosevelt to Anna Roosevelt Cowles, 8 August 1888, Theodore 
Roosevelt Collection, Harvard College Library (bMs Am 1834 TR to ARC). By permission of the 
Houghton Library, Harvard University and the Theodore Roosevelt Association. 

TR. JR. - Roosevelt, Theodore, Jr. All in The Family. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, The 
Knickerbocker Press, 1929. 

TRA MINUTES - This citation refers to the minutes of the Theodore Roosevelt Association(TRA). The 
original bound minutes are located at the office of the TRA in Oyster Bay, Long Island. 

WILSHIN, HRS - U.S. Department of Interior. Historic Resource Study, Historical Base Map 
Documentation, Sagamore Hill National Historic Site. The report was prepared by Francis F. Wilshin for 
the National Park Service, Department of Interior. 1972 . 
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