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PHOTOGRAPHIC REPORT OF CONDITIONS, 

ST. CROIX ISLAND

October 14, 1949

The photographs assembled in  th is report were taken 
by the w riter and Regional Archeologist Harrington. Unless speci­
f i c a l l y  noted, the p ictures were taken by the w r ite r . Those 
taken by Regional Archeologist Harrington are cred ited  to  him in 
each instance. Negatives fo r a l l  o f  the pictures are in the 
Regional O ffic e  photographic f i l e s .

The p ictures that the w rite r took were made on Sunday, 
August 21. The party, of which the w rite r was a msnber, arrived  
at S t. Croix Island at near low t id e ,  and because o f conditions 
o f  getting on and o f f  the island, we were to ld  by Mr. Quinn, the 
lighthouse keeper, who transported us to  and from the is land , 
that our stay would have to  be short. Because o f th is  situation ,
I  took pictures very hurried ly, snapping pictures o f  everything 
that I  thought would be of in teres t in  showing the present condi­
tion  o f  the island.

Mr. Harrington's p ictures were taken on September 16 
at the time o f his v i s i t  to the island.

Several o f  the p ictures are in  a sense repetitiou s  o f 
others, but i t  was thought advisable to  include them in  th is  group 
because so few people in  the Service have had an opportunity to 
v is i t  the island as y e t, and they may possib ly  have some informa­
tion  o f  value.

Roy E. Appleman 
Regional H istorian



1. Looking southeast toward S t. Croix Island from rock shoals at 
low tid e  out from point on Wilson property. Buoy shows 
absence o f t id a l current at time p icture was taken. Canadian 
shore in  background. (Photo, by Harrington, 9/16/49.)

2. Looking southeast toward S t. Croix Island from boat about mid­
way from American shore. Canadian shore in  background.
(Photo, by Harrington, 9/16/49.)
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3. Approach to  St. Croix Island from American shore and west.

4. Approach to  S t. Croix Is land from American shore; southwest 
t ip  o f  is land.
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5. View showing erosional cut through island at southern t ip  o f 
is land . High t id e  almost completely covers cut.

6. One o f  nubbles at southern t ip  o f  is land almost completely 
separated from main island at high t id e .

k



V is it in g  group landing at erosional cut, southern t ip  o f  island.

V is it in g  group climbing gran ite  rocks from shore. L e ft  to  
r igh t: Associate Regional D irector CoxjT"Chief Counsel P rice; 
Chief Preservation & Use Branch, Porter; Superintendent Hadley, 
Acadia; and Chief H istorian  Ronald F. Lee. American shore in 
background.



9. V is it in g  group; Cox, Lee, Porter, P r ice , and Hadley.

10. View to south from t ip  o f  is lan d , showing gran ite boulders
and S t. Croix R iver toward d irec tion  o f Hay o f  Fundy. L i t t le  
Dochet Island in  r iv e r  at r igh t distance.
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11. View showing erosional wear at southern t ip  o f  is land .

12. fr igh ts  Nubble at southeastern t ip  o f  is lan d ; separated from 
main island at high t id e .
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13. View showing erosional wear at southeastern end o f  is land . 
Canadian shore in  the background.
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15. Chapel Nubble, southwestern t ip  o f  island.; separated from main 
island a t high t id e .

16. Looking from top o f  is land  across erosional cut at southern 
t ip  o f is land toward the Canadian shore.
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17. Looking across erosional cut a t southern t ip  o f island toward 
Canadian shore; almost low t id e .
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18. View down 3t. Croix R iver (d ire c tio n , genera lly  south), show­
ing erosional character o f  southern t ip  o f  is land . L i t t l e  
Dochet Island and American shore in  background.
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19. Another view  o f  general conditions at southern t ip  o f is land .
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20. View on top is land, looking north toward Coast Guard l ig h t ­
house, which occupies highest point on the is land .
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22. Same general area as shorn in  No. 21, except eastern side o f 
is land, south o f  ligh thouse.
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24. Coast Guard lighthouse as seen from north, 
dark, i s  in foreground.

Fuel house, painted
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25. View o f northern end. o f  is lan d , showing area generally- 
occupied by buildings o f  Fraich colony, 1604.
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26. View showing northwest t ip  o f  is lan d . Tree fr in ge  marks pre­
cip itous drop to  water.
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27. Northern t ip  o f  island..

28. Granite boulder with bronze plaque commemorating de Monts’ 
and Champlain’ s settlem ent, 1604, located in  the northeast, 
central part o f  th e  is lan d .
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30. View looking southwest toward the American shore from point 
near northern t ip  o f  is land .
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31. View north up S t. Croix R iver frcm northern tip  o f is land . 
The drop down to  the water is  a percip itous granite ledge.

17



33. Arother view  o f  boat ramp and gran ite  ledge , west side of 
is lan d .

34. View o f  general conditions on top o f is land ; Granite out­
cropping, heavy grass, and low shrubbery.
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35. View from top o f is la n d , looking toiMard American shore. 
(Di r  e ct io n : East)

36. Southern end o f Is land  frau lig h t  tower. Boundary fence 
between Coast Guard and p r iva te  property in  foreground, 
./rights Nubble on l e f t  (wooded); Chapel Nubble on r igh t. 
L i t t l e  Dochet Island in  distance. (Photo by Harrington, 
9/16/49.)
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37. Northern end o f  island from lig h t  tower, shoving approximate 
extent o f  h is to r ic  habitation s ite .  (Photo by Harrington,
9/16/49.)

38. View from top o f is land , looking west toward American shore. 
Open area at r igh t is  point c losest to the is lan d .
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40. View southwest from northwest t ip  o f  is land . American store 
in background.

39« View along northwest comer o f is land .
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41. View north along eastern shore o f island at low t id e ,  showing 
sand and boulders.
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43. View looking south on eastern side o f  island. Canadian shore 
in  distance. Appleman is  in  p ictu re .

44. Looking west from lighthouse tower toward American shore. 
(Photo by Harrington, 9/16/49.)
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45. view from southern t ip  o f is land , looking east to  Canadian 
shore. High ground or mountain in distance is  landmark men­
tioned in  records o f French colony, 1604.

46. View in  same d ire c tion , showing more o f th is  mountain and 
Canadian shore.
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47. Red Beach area on American shore just south o f plaster mill 
site,

48. Plaster m ill s ite at normal low tide (looking northwest from 
boat). White boat is  alongside uncompleted stone pier. 
(Photo by Harrington, 9/16/49.)
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49. Looking north: End o f stone p ier at p laster m ill s ite  on l e f t .  
Normal low t id e . (Photo by Harrington, 9/16/49.)

50. Looking up creek at p laster m ill s ite .
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51. Looking from Parker fam ily tra c t  across St. Croix River to 
S t. Croix Island. Canadian shore merges in to scene beyond 
island.

52. View looking southeast across S t. Croix Island to  Canadian 
shore. View from a point about one m ile north o f S t. Croix 
Island.
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54. View looking north along U. S. Highway No. 1 opposite St. 
Croix Island.
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