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The discovery of America was due. primédrily to Mohammed, - ‘When the

~ Turks had accepted the teachings of the. Prophet and had started on their
attempt to conquep the wo_rld with the battle cry-of.' "Alah ilana illawe=
nana'uohamed Basul allshi,n and which object they so nearly attained,

‘ ‘the f:.rst. result was to cut oﬁ‘ the commerce between the city states ;
of the Western Hedlterrax}ear} and Easte:rn ésia." Gehoa, Venice and other
cities lost theiryéorilhnanding posi':bions and trade turned to other places,
Printing by- movﬂable types had Just. been developad and was carrying new -

' thought to the mass of people » and preparing then for the .great dis-
coveries to come. Then came a revival of the idea that had been. sug-
gested centuﬁes betore ‘and had lain dormant in the minds of thinking

‘ men, that the world was not flat but was a ball, Tlie point was reached

) when men were no longer afraid of the idea. So the augge;stiomof

) 'Columbus that ‘he sail westward on a voyage ‘of chscovery was not 1ooked )

upon in the same light, as it. would have been two ~hundred Yyears before.

. ) It is well to keep in mind that’ these voyages were made m.th the objéct

‘of gain throug,h t.rade and that the rellgmus side was secondary

‘I‘he marriage of . Ferdlnand, Pr:\.nce ‘of Castile, and Isabella, Princess

, of Aragon, brought about the union of the largest states in the pen:m-

sula of" Spaln and the beginning of the mightiest empire of the world :
during the reighs of the emperors, Charles Vy and Phihp II. It was

‘ dunng the time when the new kingdom was engaged in the last struggle
<with the Moors, who held the south end of" the peninsula under the name
of the Kingdom of Granada, that Columbus bréught to the rulers his idea -
and it was a wonder:that amid all’ the press that he received any attens’

t

tion. But. it. was in the year he aa:.led that thetlast stronghold of the’



- Moharmedans was teken end that pressure on the Kingdom was relicved,

It was soon after the voyage of Columbus that Pope Alexan@er ViIina
papal Bull drew a Jome from pole 40 pole rumning several hundred leagues
west of the Agore islands and gave to Spain all the pagan lands west of
this line and to Portugal all the pagen lands eest. -

This seemed to leave nothing for other people. But the other uat.ions
were not o be denied. Although England, then mot including Scotlend,
might not be called a close rival to Spain or France, she was doing things
thet were o give her a larger interest in the new world then either,

' In the southwestern part qf Englend, in the town of Bristol, near the
mouth of the Severn river, lived another Italian navigator by the name
of CGiovannl Coboto, This man was from Venice, for the bregking up of
the Esstern Mgditeranean trade hed driven mzny to these more western
countries. John Cabot's voyage followed guickly on the heels of the
' trips of Columbus, As Columbus ssiled nearly west from Spain so Cabot
sailed west from England and reached Newfoundlend Juns 21;,: Uo7, We
do not know who furnished money for this expedition bub on Augast 10
of the same year King Henry VII of England gave him ten pciunds; the
 down. payment thet England mede for Cansda, which she wes to purchase on
the installment plen, In spite of the fact thet this country was ale
ready divided between Spain \.ami‘ Portugel, France was well represented
by Jemes Cartier, who reached the mighty St. Lawrence in 153h.

During the hundred years since Colunbus discovered America,
tremendous changeshad taken place in the political situation in BEurope.
Spain hed reached her zenith when the greondson: of Isabella ruled over
the most of the Peninsula, Germeny, The Netherlands, parts of Iialy,
Mexico, and Central America, while Peru and the Western Coast of South
America were dotted with Spenish monasteries, The Emperor drew
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unbelievable revenues from the mines of Mexico and Peru ‘and the plénta-
tions of the Vest Indies. But under the great grandson of Isebella the
rapid decline had begun, The défeat of the Armada and the loss of the
Netherlands were perhaps the two greatest wounds among many thet were
bleeding her white. In France the Hugbnot, Henry IV, had forced himself

to the throne and by accepting the Catholic faith had sotisfied the
. _Cetholles, and by the Edict of Nentes had granted freedon of conscienee

to the Huguenots and all public offices were open to both, thus stopping
the open war beiween them, » ' 7
Within the Catholic Gk e Company of Jesus, or the Jesuits,
hed been orgenized end was. gaining power althongh a lerge section of the
Ghnrch did not approve of the new arganization end there was a bitter

struggle between them, In England Queen Elizabeth hed Just died, bringing

o o en end the "Elizabethan Age" of glory, leaving the nation firmiy

(= )

Protestent end, having crushed the sea power of Spain in the ,defeat of

‘the Armada, had pleced the comtry in the front renk of nations to be

& rivel of France as a world power in Europe, America and India. A
Scotchmen, James. I\'Ip, of Scotland, was now Janes the First of England,
He wes a Protestant bub he liked only cne kind of Protestantism' and wes
" to drive another k:lnd to settle Plymouth sixteen ;years later. S0 now. |

" the Frf”éa*e%(;the English and the Dutch were allready to chellenge the

rights of Spain in the New World.

‘ Spa:in claimed North Americs by the r:ight. of the gift of the Pope.
England based her clalms on the discoveries of Csbot, Franee on the
discovgries of Cartier, The struggle between England and France,

' between the Catholics and the Hugﬁenots in Frence, and between a large

section of the Catholic Church and the Jesuits, were all destined to
pley their parts in msking and breeking the little settlement on St. Croix
Island,
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THE REASON

The imdi&te effect of John Cebotts 'voyage and s direct rcause of
thé settling of Canade, was not so much the finding of 1a}1d on this side
of the ses, as when he returned home he bi‘ought news of the great fishing
grounds of the Grand Ban_ks. The voyegers repeated that they found cod so
plentiful that they dipped them up in buckets. This led to the fishermen
of the Besque provinces of Spain and France, and in fact, many of the
fishermen of Spain, Frence and England pushing the& stout little vessels
over to the new fishing ‘grounds end seeking to gather in the hervest
from these new fields. Before the end of the century between Cobot and
de Monts there were hundreds of fishing vessels msking their way to the
new fishing grounds every yser. Not only did they come over as far as
the Grend Banks but they came to the mainland end opened trade with the
natives along the shore, exchanging hatchets, blankets, trinkets and
sbove all, French brandy, for veluable furs. These furs were smuggled
itrbo the different countries but in spite of the fact that they were
probably sold at a low price they proved good profit-getters for the |
traders. In those deys furs were not cmiy worn for warmth, for which
they must heve proved very useful in the poorly constructed and heatless
buildings, 'but they were worn for trimmingé of the dress of men as well
as women, and fine furs brought very high prices. |

When Henry of Navarre had, in four years, fought his way to the
throne of France a;ud beceme Henry the Fourth, and put s temppmy stop
to the war between the Catholics end the Protestants, he opemed 2 new
erﬁ of -progress for the kingdom, The embitious men turned from wer to
be leaders in business end the arté of peace. The cities of Dieppe,
St. Malo, Halpe de Grace ond Brest were the centers of this fishermsn
fur trade, for they were centers ‘of the impo:ting business of France and
the headquarters of many great merchants of the dey, So, m‘any of these



5 |
merchants conceived the idea that if this fur business could be carried
on in & l=wful way and if they had a mopoply of the business there would
be huge profits in it for themselves and they would be willing to pay
the;, govermment well for this monopoly. '

| There had been attempts to plant settlements along the St. Iwrencg,-.
Cartier stayed two winters over here, Robervel brought over 2 colony of
men, women end children and built a large building to house them all,
from officers to conviets, near Quebec, They built two grist mills
‘slthough they had no grist to grind in them, They hed a big oven but
wvery little bread. They lost one third of their number from disecase
and all went back to Frence. On Szble Island LO men were abandoned for.
five years and when the rescuing vessel came in 1603 there were fourteen
of them to be taken back home. How many of the fishermen turned squave
men with the Indians we have no meana of knowing, But now the time wes
at hand to make a lasting settlement, although the progress wes to be slow,

THE MEN
- The men, for there were to be no women for same time, were a strange

mixture. The leaders were of the best, many of them prominent in the
' 710ng wars, There wére some aftisané_xstho vere skj.]led,in their trades
but the majority were of the poorest type for founc!ing settlements in a
new country. Thieves and other criminals vere taken from ‘jails! Somew=
times murderers were freed 1f they would go on these expeditioﬁs. Be
Monts hed a clause in his commission that enabled him to impress vagoe
bornds and idlers, The city of Dieppe once put the whole ship' S company
in the Jail until it was time to sail, in order to keep peasce in the
tovm, The LO men whom LsRoche landed on Sable Island were all convicts
taken i‘rfm prisons., Roberval, on his expedition, henged one of his
men for stealing and set up a whipping post for both menv.:s;;md wanen and
"By this means lived in peace,®
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_ THE FIRST THO COMPANIES
Two men, Pontgrave, & merchent of St, Malo and Chauvin, 2 navy

captain, secured the first patent of monopoly of the fur trade from

the King of France, Twice they tried to start a trading post on the

St. .‘Iamnae but at last Chauvin died and the company broke up., The
- next patent wes. given to Aymar De Chastes, en aide to King Henry and

now governor of Dieppe, to whom Heafy owed much, But in his old age.
he wauted to do something more for France. To avoid criticism from
other merchants he orgenized »them into & large compeny and they ‘sam‘;
Pontgrave with two vessels to try agein to esteblish a trading post.
Pontgrave, as he was most oﬂ;en celled, his name wes Francois Grave, .
Sieur du Pont, was a men who did much for the’settling of thé new
country end he has not had as much notice es he deserves. On this
voyage he bed with him Semue) Champlein, Ohanzplain was born in the
totm of Brouage ,%onthwest.ern France, then a seaport but row two

mﬂ.es 1n1and, as the harbor hes been fillad up with silt. Chemplain

was e versatile man, not quy a seilor but 2 "navigator,® a keen
observpr of things wherever he might be, a fine map drawer, a writer
of no mesn sbility, and'wh‘ile/he might not be called an artist his
drawings are accurate md painstaking and give a wonderfnl idea of
things as they then were. Above 1l he had that volce that Sip]ing
describes, "Something lost behind the ranges. lost end waiting for
you, Ga." Althangh & Frenchman, and Spa:m tried to keep all fcroreimers“
away fmm her colonies in America, he, through the ini‘lnenee of his

' une’le, had made & trip to the West Indies and ?anama. a8 cammander of a2
, Spanish vesselj and hed written and illustrated an account of the trip

ém! for this hed secured a pension from King Henry, He was now 35
years of age. Pontgrave's ‘vesseis seiled up the St, Lawrence ‘passing
the mouth of the Saguensy River where most of the treding in furs had
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been cerried on and went up the river as fer as I&ontréél.r' Having accomp=
lished their object of Buying furs and exploring tﬁe country they returned
to Frence to £ind de Chastes deed and this second company broken up,
THE THIRD MONOPOLY

Another remarﬁable men come forwerd to secure the next patent of
monopoly, Plerre du Guast ( or Gus) or es we know him better, Sieur de
Honts, had fought on the side of Herry during his struggle for the throme
of France and was his personcl friend, Now he was & wealthy merchant,
a gentlemen in ordinzry of the King's baﬂchamber end the governor of Poms.
He wes a Huguenot and although destined to be cﬁshed, Canada o&es much
to this man, for it was he who was the head of this expedition that in
the end settled Port Hoyal (Amspolis) which can elaim to be the earliest
settlement in Canada and four years later it was his money that enabled
Ghaxnplain to settle Quebsc, De Hon:bs had mede one voyage to the St.
Lawrence reglon and saw in the fur trade an opportunity for big business,
So he esked and secured from his friend, Henry, the third charter or ,
patent of monopoly. De Monts? patent made him Lord of Acadie, the first
use of the word, The word Acedie wes an Indian term meening %place®
end was often used with other words to meke nemes &s in Passamaguoddy,
Tthe place of the big fish,” The Indians do not appear to have had
proper nouns but, like most primitive people, used deseriptive terms
which afterwards became place names. In the 1éter years, bacause of the
gimilarity of sound and because Longfellow drew such a bezutifuvl pice
ture of pastoral contentment in hls poem of Evangeline, the word has
taken on more and more the msaning of the Greek frcadis. The limits
of Acedie then were from the fortieth 'bo the forty-sixth degree‘ of
north latitude, or frem Philadelphia to zbove lontresl; the very ter-
ritory vhich King James of England gave to the Plymouth company six-
teen years later. De Montts was to settle this territory, to Christianize

e
.
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the natives according to the Catholic faith, and in fact to make & new
France in the New World., The basis of this was to be the monopoly of
the fur trade; %o which end notices were posted in the seaports forbide
ding all others engaging in the fur business; end to help him carry out
these objects he was empowered to impress all the idlers and vagebonds
he needed, Vhen De Monts was sbout ready to leave he asked Champlain
to go with the expedition and having secursd pemﬁssion from King Henry,
from whom he ﬁas receiving e pension, on the conditién ‘that he should
write an account of the voyaege, Chempleln Joined the venture,

There was Ponbtgrave, now very familiar with these trips, There
was clso Baron de Poubrincourt, looking for a new home, ' There were &~
nurber of other “‘geﬁtlemen,“ D¥Orville, Boulay, Beaumont, Fougersy,
Saurin,' La Motte. There was the Catholic priest and the Huguenot
minister, There vere soms Swiss, Thers were sdme skilled workers- and
underneath 211 these were those who had been forced to go. The total
number was one hundred and twenty, not one, probably, with the ‘exception
of Poutrincourt, who dld not expect to return j:,o France. | |

THE VOYACE

Two vessels of. good size for those days had been hired, one of one
hundred 2nd £ifty tons zrd the other of one hundred end tweuty., They
sailed early in ﬁarch, 160l from Hevre., The voyage over was speedy come
pered vith many others of i;he times and wneventivl except that on de
Monts! vessel the minister and the priest got into arguments, and when
Latin texts 2nd quotstions from the Fathers were not @eri’ul enough,
they want at each other with their fists s fighting all over the deck,
with the sailors Joining in as their religion told them to, VWhen a
party was .exploring around St, Mary's Bay the priest, ﬁicholas Auhi*;r,
vwhile hunting for his ’sword which he hed laid dowm, got lost and the

members of the party thought that he wes dead and suspected that the



minister had killed him, He wa;fi;‘ound safe but exhausted when C}mmdére,
the pilot, went back to that reg;ion a few weeks leter to look for same
copper mines thought to be there, DBut the quarml was nob ended when
they recched their destination but was continued on lend with the Indians
adding their vhoope to the argunents, Tﬁe story is that the priest and
the minister died &t the seme tiue end the ssilors buried them in the
geme grave to see if théy theﬁ would be et peace, When the two vessels
reé.ched this side of the ocean they separated, Pontgrave who was in come
mend of one ship, wes te ioak after the fur business, seizing eny which
wére unlawfully engeged in the trede, according to the commends of the
King., This meant especizlly the Basques, who were very actively en=
gaged in this bhusiness aﬁd did not intend to give it up. Ponitgrave
took four vessels at Censean, and hanng treansferred sone supplies to
de lonts' vessel, soiled for Tadov;éséc;, vhich had bécome the trading
center on the St, Lewrence, to look after the smugglers thers and to
trade with the Indisns, De Monts continued his exploi'ations along the
coast, using a small boat of eipght tons to criter the small béys.. They
seiled along the coest of Nova Scotie, glving names to many places,
They called one Port Mouton becouse & shesp leeped overboard there.
They rounded Cepe Sable and entered the Bay of Fundy. They went into
Annaéolis harbor which wes s¢ pleessing to PoWincom’b that he secured
from de Monts the deed to & large amount of land and nemed it Port
Royal, ,

They entered a largé river and Champlain named it St. Joﬁn, es i‘l;
was the twenty~-fourth of June, St. John the Baptist's Day. If the dates
_ are correct there was no time lost in sailing direct to the St. Croix
river, for the date is given as the twenty-sixth of June that they
landed on St, Croix Island, The reason that de Monts explored this
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region was that as he had made one voyege to the St. Lawrence, he was
acquainted with the severe winters there and, not knowing of the large
bend of the cosst to the west, thought thet by going south he might
find a milder climate,
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THE ISLAND

Passing the large islands in the bay and coming up the river in
June it must have looked like a grand apot»for a trading post, as that
was to be the start of the ;ettlement; Champlain described the island
as follows: "Going west northwest, three leagues past the islands, one
enters a river, almost half a league wide at its mouth, in which there
are two islands one or two leagues further up; one very small, near
the mainland on the west; Aﬁd the other in the middle. The latter has
a circumference of eight or nine hundred paces and rises out of the
water three or four fathoms high, with rocky sides, except in one small
place where there is a point of sand and clayey soil, useful for making
bricks and other necessary things. There is another sheltered place for
ships of £ram eighty to a hundred toms, but it is dry a low tide. The
island is covered with firs, birches, maples and oaks. It is in itself
a very good site, and there is but one stte:qh of abuﬁt forty paces where
its sides are lower, and that is easy to fortify."

_There were three things that de Monts was looking for. First,
a trading place convenient for the natives. Second, that this place
should be easily protected. Third, that there should be some chance to
plant and provide food for the seitlers. Some writers huve glven the
idea that the barences was one reac:n for abandoning the island. The
account of Champlain was not written until later and was not published
for some ﬁime.

This is what he says about the island: "The shores of the main-
land being distant from each other on both sides from about nine
hundred to a thousand paces, ships could not pass up the river without
being at the mes y of the cannon from the island, which is the place that

we believe to be the best, whether for situation, the excellence of soil,



| o

or for such intercourse as it is p:opbséd‘to have with the savagee of
these shores and inland." L

Here was a place easily defended agaiﬁst the Basque fishermen
who vere a menace, as well as against the savages; yet it was in the
heart 6f what appeared to be a fine fur country; and the settlers could
not be surprised or attacked from the forest.

THE SETTLEMENT |

So de Monts decided to méke.hié settlement here. Just above the - 7
island the bays and. the river scem to form é cross and de Monts, as was
customary in those days, gaVe the island a reiigious name and called it
"The Island of the Holy dtose." The shalloé was sent back for the
‘larger vessel and soon everyone was buay. A part of the étound was
qleated and the settlement was laid out. Some houses, or at least
timber for houses, had been broﬁght from France. Champlain's house
" was the first to be completed and here de Monts lived»until his own was
ready. ' Other buildings were quickly erected, most of them on the upper
half of‘the island. There was a large bqilding for use on stormy days and
for a dining rbcm. There were houses for different groups. There was a ’
well, a kitchen, an ovenplace for bakithAnd a blacksmith shop. Toward
the lowa; end of the island, on the American side, was the cemetery and a small
chapel. This was on a part that has been washed away and that is one
reason that there are so £ew remaing of the settlement. The island was
fortified by cannon at the very lowest end to command the approach up
the river and another battery was placed at the upper end. There were
places for Indian camps, while some of the Swiss had their houses on the
main shore near Wilson's Point. Although the season waé late, gardens
were planted on the island and en open places on the mainland. They were
not sure that European grains would thrive in this country and they could

not have known enough about the Indian maize to plan in Europe for mills.
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For further protection the buildings on the island were placed 1n,the‘

form of a triangle, hﬁd connected with a palisade, forming a very good

ibrt. Such was the first real settlement§ of Europeans north of the
Spanish,possessions. In August not more than eight weeks from the time

they came to the 1sland, Pouptrincourt sailed for home with the two 1arge
vessels, taking with ‘hin the furs seized and bought- to halp pay expenses.

He planned to return in the spring and take possession of the land to which
he had raceived the title £rom de Honts at Port Royal. |

- CHAMPLAIN EKPLORING

_ Champlain had alraady exploted the tivet for some ways above the
island. He often ‘speaks of the abundance of oak trees in this region.

Of the river he says: 'Going furchet up, one aeea a large bay, in which
there are two islands - one high and the other f£lat - and three rivers,
‘two of medium size, of which one flows in from the east and the other from
_ the north, and the third, a large ane;»flowing in from the west, that is
the river of the Etechemins. Tﬁo leagues up there is a rapid, where the.
eavagea'carry‘their;canoesvon the land about 500 paces. Then they entei
the river agaiﬁ.?"0£ this place at the Salmon Falls he says that " in
May end June there are such big\éatches of herring and bass that one could
load boats there with them. The soil is of the finest, and there are 15
or 20 acres of clearedlland. iThe savages sometimes go there five or six weeks
during the fishing season." When ﬁe dgscribes what he learns from the Indians
- he is”accuratewbut;a bit more vague. He tells how by goiﬁg up the river i
and"crossing a bit of land" one comes to the Norembegue (the Pemobscot)
and the St. John. In September, in a small vessel he ﬁade avtrip along
the coast as faf as the Kennebec. He describes the country very minutely ~
especially up the Penobscot, or Norembegue, as he calls it. He says:
"I want~neat an island about four or five 1eagues long. ‘The distance

from the island to the mainland on the north is not a hundred péces.
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It ie‘very high with nétchea here and there, éo that it appears, vhen . -
one is‘at sea, like seven or eight mountains close tégethgr. The topsr;
of most of these are without trees - I called it the “Island of the '
Desert Mountains." With some Indians he went as far as therfalls at’
Bangor. There was a legend current that there vas a‘ﬁQnderful city
somewhere in this countty either on the Penobscot or tﬁe Hudson named
Norembega. Champlain says that he found only one or two cabins of the
natives near Bahgor.‘ After going as far as the Kennebec he turas back
to St. Croix setklement. arrivingAthere-early in October. o

When the ships sailed for France they left seven:y-nine-men in
" the éolony. Every one had been busy and the life had been pleasant up
to this time. Thefe was hunting with the Indians and game was élentiful,
and the fishing was of the best. These were not just for pleasure for"
the supplies were needed for. the coLéﬁy. But in October one of the
earliest winters, if not the earliest, of which we have any fecord, set -
in. The»snowvsoon wvas thzree or féur feet deep. The cqld:gteﬁ vorse.
The ice'ran by the island making trips to the shore difficult. of
course these French were not used or prépared for such weather. It grew
go cold that their wine froze and their cider had to be served out by
weight. To keep up their mozale there was the miﬁister and the'priest.
So here was the first otgéﬁiééd religious eervicé,xboch'Caﬁholic and
Protestant, north of‘the Spanish boasessiéns, called Florida. Some of
the young men went hunting in spite of the cold ﬁeathet and brought down
rabbits with snow ballé. Tﬁey went skating on some of‘tge ponds. But in
- spite of the good times some fell‘éiék and the dred "digease of the
country" as Champlain cal;ed the scurvy, spread rapidly. Fifty-nine of
the seventy-nine were stricken anﬁ thirty-flve were laid’awéy in the
little cemetery, among them the minister and the priest. But‘the long

w;ntér passed at last and the spring came and they began to look for the
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return of the vessels ftam France. Ponﬁgrava came June 16 with 40 men.

The decision was made to try amother place. De Monts still held to a

place futther south where the winters would not be 80 severe. This time

de Mpnts and Champlain went with twenty men and an Indian and his squaw.
They sailed as far as Massachusetts and named the Charles River the "Rivierel
du Guast" in honor of de Monts, but they found not a place to suit thém.
They returned to St. Croix and decided to move to Fort Royal. Some of the'
houses were takeh‘aown’and the goods loaded on ;he vesgels and St. Croix
abandbne&. The information brought to de Monts showed the need of his
presence in France and he went there that summer and found that his

monopoly of the fur trade had been cancelled by Sully, the Prime Minister,
with a strong hint of bribery. De Monts had spent $100,000 on the
'entetprise and all he got out of it was the privilege of collecting $6,000
from the traderé, if he could. But this did not discourage de Monts
entirely for he helped to keep the settlement going at Port Royal‘and

in 1608 was the means of sending Champlain én the voyage that resulted in the
settlement of Québec. De Monts, a little later, sold his interest at

Port Royal to the Jesuits.

1613

St. Croix Island was not wholly forgottem. Two yeats later some.
of the people ffam Eo;t\noyal vicited the plbce and found vegetables
growing in the gardens that 'de Monts' men had planted, and it seems that
the Indians had not Qisifed the placé as they also found some casks of
wine that had not been disturbed. Anothér time some others landed on the
island and ;here‘is‘a record that another expedition spent another
winter there, ptobably‘usinglsome of thé buildings of De Monts, Port -
Royal had awhatd struggle for life, but the ﬁrencﬁ continued to go back

there until it was a fairly well settled place and some Indians located
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there permanently. In France ﬁhevJesuita‘éare fighting for the‘priviiegé
of converting all the savages‘in America, Henry IV was killed in 1610 |
and Louis XIII favored the society and by purchase they secured de Monta'
rights in Port Royal. But the people of Port Royal were mot partial to |
"the Jesuits and the brieat theré baptised a number of Indians and gave
them the names of some of the Royal House of France and sent the names
back to the King as proof that there was not the need of the Jesuita’
"work. But, backed by the money of three leading women of France; the

Soclety fitted out -by

ﬁeefetymﬂ%etedﬂuut,én expedition of its own with a vessel named Jonas.
They were well fitted out And when the inhabitants of Port Royal received
them very coldly they decided to formré sattIEmgnt wholly their own. So
the Jonas sailed along the coast of Maine until it céqe‘:o Mount Desert
Island and there the company decided to settle at;Somés Sound and they
get up their new tents and cailed the place St. Sauveur.

In 1607 the English settled Jamestoﬁn, Virgigia,,under'a charter
of James the Firsﬁ éflEngland. He divided the céup:;y up into two parts, -
South Virginia and North Virginia. North Virginia covered the same
territory that Hehry Iv‘héé‘gtanted~;q.de Mbnté, while Louis XIII in
turn granted all the land between theVSt.“Lawrence énd Florida to
Madam de Guerchvilié, who vas-acting for the Jesuits. But ﬁhe English
held on and in 1611 Sii Thomas Dale became govetﬁor of Jamestown. He
heard that somé Frenchmen were encroaching on ﬁEninsh territory" so
in the suﬁmer of 1613 he commissioned a captain named Thﬁmas Argall to
sail north along the c;ast to engage in fishing and incidentally to
iook after the Ring of England's rights. On thg way he learned from some
Indians that there was a new sét;lement and from the ﬁay they mimicked
the actions of the settlers he knew that:they were French. So Captain

Argall sailed into the Sound and ranging his vessel along side of the
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Jonas with few preliminaries openad fire. ‘de killed one of the priests
. and several of the men and the colony had to surrender. Argall put the
‘ Leadei to the expedition, La Sussaye, one of the priests, and thirteen
other men into an open boat and left them tb theif‘fa;e; However, they were
picked up within a day'or two b} a French vessgl and taken back to France.
The other thirteeﬁ\Ffénchmen‘gnd the Jequithrgéll took with him to
Virginia. On the way‘dﬁwn ﬁhe.coast the p:iestatqld Argall of the old
settlement on St. Croix Island and the newer one at Potf Royal. Argall
~ came north again and coming up the river he burned what houses were on the
Island and sailing east almast destroyed the struggling colony at Port
Royal. This was really the opening of the hostilities in- the long struggie
‘between England and Francaifor the pﬁssesaion of Noxth Aﬁerica? which vas
‘only to end 146 years later when Wolfe and his soidiera'scrambled up the
bluff at Quebéc. So St. Croix Island had its part in that event.
_ 1783 |

‘ At the close of the Revéluiiqnary War the tﬁeat& éf peace fixed
the boundary 5etween the"CoionLee aﬁd Great Britain "up the middle of
the St. Croix River to its éource‘gnd then directly north from there."
But then there was a'dispute about‘which rivér was the St. Croix. A
.commigsion Qas appointed qf’one Englishman and two Americans. At last
a copy of Champlain?a‘mép énd records were obtained frém ﬁrance and a
citizen of §t. Andrews Qént to the island and found remains of the oid
settlement and the dispute was settled although it took some time to
decide which branch, the Bast or the West, was the main river. $So our
Islané fixed the boundary line betweeﬁ the two great nations.

I have tried to write the story of St. Croix Island and hope

that you héve enjoyed»readiﬁg it. If you go to Anmapolis, the land of

Evangeline, they. will show you Evaugeline 8 statue, they will show you
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Evangeline's well aﬁd if you press some of them hard enough they might
be persuaded to show you some of the horseshoes that Basil, the black-
smith, made while Evangeline énd Gabriel wdtched him. They have made
much, and it 1g to their credit théy did, of the beaﬁtifﬁl legend that
Nathanicl Hawthorne picked up and gave to Longfellow for his wonderful
poem, If you go to Bar Harbor they will’éhow you the de Monts Spring,
and they make much of Champlain's visit and his naming the island, but
they dismiss St. Croix Island with words like this: "With de Monts'
attempts at colonization the next yeaf‘at the mouth of the St. Croix
River we are not concerned." Have not we, too, a great claim to
historical'vélﬁes and interest? Was not this settlement the real
beginning of the colonization af Canada? The segtlement was simply
transferred, houses and all, to Port Royal where, although there were
many ups and downs, the settlement was continﬁed until it has growm
into Annapolis. Here was the fifst church services north of Floriéa. .
Yes, if you are looking for first thingé, here were the first "ready cut"
houses, anticipating some of fhe concerns in the U.S. several hundred
years. The Island had its part in the opening of the long stfuggle
between France and England and again in shaping the United States at
the close of the Revolutionary War. |

If you want a :eal thrill, saii ub the rive; in a motor boat some
warm moonlight night andlwhen you get above the Esl;ﬁd throttle the
engine dowm until the put-put can scarcely‘be heard, then turn around and
look at the magnificent blue green panorama behind you., The moon rising
back of the Canadian Hills. The Island in that broad pathwéy of silver up
the dark river. The white tower of the lighthouse with icé revolving beécOn
that dims, then brightens, then goes out entirely only to spring up again

brighter tham ever and making its own reflection along the water.
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Let your imagingtion;éléy.T There, close‘to yourtleft iﬁﬁfﬁe‘shote.of
the great‘Doﬁinion of Cau;da. On your right the ahore of the United
States, and you are 'ailing along a bOundary line :hat Tunsg, without
fort or armed force against each othet, until it drops into the Pacific
more than three thousand mtles awvay, a marvelous romantic fact.

Here are some suggeations that would help to advertise thxs
section and prove valuable in inducing peuple to travel along this way
and often stop. Name the road from Calais to Eastport, the de Monts '
Highway and have it so marked. If our frieﬁas‘acréss tbé river wish to
8o name the road to St. Andrews so much the better. This wuuld cover
the view the French saw as . they passed up and down the river.’ Opposite
the Island there should be some markera calling attention to the. Island.
1f money could be made available it would be a fine thing to rebuild as
far as po;aible the aactlemen:uqn the Island and that‘wbuld ‘induce many
to viéit there. A museum, on khe mainland, probably in the city, where
could be kept gome of‘thé‘relics'of tﬁe Island, and there are some in

existence, and also many things qf\historical value, which now é;e.beihg

scattered because there is no place available to keep them.



