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Corridors of Convergence
Habitat transitions enrich life's diversity
So litude in natural settings— rare so close to a major metropolitan area— can 
s t ill be found throughout St. Croix National Scenic Riverway. The St. Croix 
and Namekagon rivers create a corridor where a ll manner of th ings— past, 
present, and timeless— converge. Scenery sh ifts as geo log ica l zones shift, 
as p ra ir ie  and forests meet and mix, and as rivers and streams water the 
life-rich riparian zones lin in g  th e ir banks. Riverway waters are healthy, s t ill 
home to a ll th e ir h istorica lly  recorded mussel species. Because its many va l-
ues are so important to our qua lity  of life , th is  Riverway was among the 
first protected by Congress under the W ild  and Scenic Rivers Act in 1968.

Trout f ish ing  is popu lar on the Namekagon 
River and the northernm ost St. Croix River. 
The rivers' environs here are genera lly 
more w ild  than those be low  St. Croix Falls, 
but you can f in d  so litude th roughout the 
Riverway.

Below St. Croix fa lls , the K iverway s set-
t in g  mixes forested areas w ith  suburban 
landscapes. There it  offers m otorboating, 
houseboating, sa ilboating , and water sk i-
ing  opportun ities. State parks a long the 
rivers in  M innesota and W isconsin offer 
deve loped campgrounds, p icn ic areas, 
beaches, and h ik in g  trails.

Recreation gradua lly  shifts as the character of the rivers changes. Human- 
powered canoeing is popu la r on the Namekagon and northernmost St. 
Croix, but motorized boating, houseboating and sa ilboating are popu lar on 
down the Riverway. Traditional lands of the Ojibwe meet the lands of the 
Dakota (Sioux) here, and now Ind ian ways— hunting , f ish ing , river travel, 
or just enjoying the natural w orld— have become popular forms of outdoor 
recreation throughout these corridors of convergence.

Mapping Your Sense of Place
Map captions are color-keyed to  m ajor topics on this page.
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Born in the same headwaters 
swamp, waters of the Bois Brule 
River flow to the North Atlantic, 
but waters of the St. Croix River 
flow  to the Gulf of Mexico.

A Wealth of Habitats
Unfragmented forests are crucial for wildlife

St. Cro ix and Namekagon rivers 
watershed, the  to ta l area tha t 
d ra ins in to  them

Quiet backwaters
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Beaver dam on the St. Croix
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Sunset on snowfall
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Maximum g lac ia l extent

Terminal ice lobes of the fina l 
Wisconsin glaciation (25,000 to 
10,000 years ago) left ro lling  h ills  
and glacial lakes but d id  not reach 
the southern Riverway landscape, 
which has a much d ifferent fee I-

Worthy Waters

Several cultures have called 
this area—so rich in  natural re-
sources—the ir home. The worlds 
of the Ojibwe (Chippewa), to the 
north and east, and the Dakota 
(Sioux), to the south and west, 
trad itiona lly  adjoined each other 
here.

Great blue 
heron

Belted
k ingfisher

The Riverway provides important 
feeding and resting areas for neo-
tropical songbirds m igrating be-
tween South America and Canada 
and the Arctic. Its long, unbroken 
habitats host nine wolf packs and 
over 30 bald eagle nest sites. The 
St. Croix snaketail dragonfly (see 
photo above) was not known to 
science until 1987.

Marsh wren

NEOTROP ICAL MIGRANTS Blackburnian
warbler*

Magnolia
warbler*

Three major B IO L O G IC A L  
C O M M U N I T I E S  converge 
here— northern coniferous 
forest, eastern dec iduous 
forest, and pra irie . Their 
trans it ions create ecotones 
and greatly add to  the  area's 
b io lo g ica l diversity.

E C O T O N E
An ecotone is a trans it iona l 
area form ed where d iffe ren t 
b io lo g ica l communities like  
forests and fie lds meet. An 
ecotone tends to  host more 
species than do the  commu-
nities whose m eeting creates 
the ecotone.

E D G E  E F F E C T  
An ecotone's tendency to 
have greater species variety 
than ad jo in ing  com m unities 
is ca lled the  edge effect. This 
also describes how ecotones 
can have characteristics that 
d iffe r from the  com m unities 
around them.

American
redstart*

ButterflyW inged maple leaf Elktoe Creek hee lsp litter
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NATURAL HISTORY SURVEY

W eighing under ha lf an 
ounce, b lackpo ll warblers' 
(above) m igrate 12,000 
m iles from South America 
to breed in  Canada.

Hooded mergansers 
(above) m igrate mostly 
short distances. They 
are popular Riverway 
waterfowl.

Semipalmated sandpip-
ers* (right), shorebirds, 
m igrate from South 
America to sub arctic 
Alaska and Canada.

People and the Rivers
People have adapted to the character of 
th is  river country fo r thousands o f years. 
Native people invented the birch bark 
canoe, a w onder o f env ironm enta l adapta-
tion. They gathered w ild  rice, fished, hunt-
ed, and made maple sugar fo r local needs.

But starting 330 years ago, we began to 
adapt the river to  us. Beaver were depleted. 
Fish and other w ild life  were exp lo ited  for 
food and recreation. Dams changed rivers 
and fisheries. Forests b u ilt  M idwest cities. 
Then, 50 years ago, a new eth ic of land and 
water conservation came in to  play.
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The Riverway's rock 
canyons were carved at 
the end of the ice ages 
as huge glacia l lakes' 
natural dams broke, and 
torrentia l floodwaters 
burst downstream.

The Dakota (Sioux) and 
the Ojibwe (Chippewa) 
peoples called th is land 
home. Both cultures 
moved west w ith the 
passage of time. The 
Ojibwe still live  in  the

Indians trapped beaver 
and other animals for 
trade w ith French and 
later English fur com-
panies. The fur trade 
was criss-crossing the 
continent w h ile  British 
colonies st ill clung to 
the Atlantic coast.

W ith beaver depleted 
and the high-fashion 
beaver hats that fueled

the fur trade replaced 
by s ilk hats, Americans 
next looked to the vast 
forests in  th is region 
for income.

Try to imagine these 
rivers choked w ith vast 
quantities of logs. Rem-
nants of dams that to-
day's paddlers portage 
around once backed up 
water for seasonal log 
drives. Sometimes huge 
logjams required dyna-
mite to unjam them. A 
logjam in the narrow 
Dalles area in 1883 last-
ed 57 days. But the

forests that seemed 
endless were soon cut 
over, and methods of 
logging changed. The 
St. Croix saw its last 
log drive in  1914.

Post-World War II pros-
perity created a rush 
for natural resources. 
Returning soldiers and 
the ir fam ilies desired 
new homes and cars. 
Prosperity and more 
free time sparked a 
rush to bu ild  new cab-
ins along the river.

Sewage from the cabins 
and existing towns 
began to degrade the 
St. Croix. Nationally, 
factory wastes com-
bined w ith sewage left 
many American rivers 
unfit for recreation.

As polluted rivers be-
came more common, 
clean and free-flowing 
rivers became a nation-
al ideal. In 1968 the 
W ild and Scenic Rivers

Act became law, and 
it  created a national 
system for protecting 
rivers. This was one of 
the first riverways so 
designated.

St. Croix River, Seven Islands, m ile 95.6
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River Recreations
Shoreline primitive camping par excellence
Creating the Riverway in  1968 s igna led a 
sh ift in  th in k in g  about the rivers. For 330 
years they had been harvested, exp lo ited, 
and manipulated. Now we treasure the 
Riverway more fo r scenic beauty, recre-
ation, and w ild lif e  habitat. The rivers are 
so diverse tha t they offer a great variety 
of recreation: canoeing, inner-tubing, f ish -
ing , boating, w ild life  watching, and p r im i-
tive  shore line  camping (see map on the 
other side). Your cha llenge may be to de-
fine  w hat type o f recreation you seek. 
Once you do tha t the  park staff, website, 
and river-section leaflets can po in t you to 
the spots best su ited to your needs.

The Riverway's protected north-south cor-
r ido r forms a refuge o f nearly unbroken 
shore line  w ild lif e  habitats. G lacial actions 
created diverse landscapes of ro llin g  h ills  
and g lac ia l lakes and diverse river bot-
toms. (See glacial maximum on map at 
left.) Carved by glaciers, exposed bedrock 
where the  rive r flow s fast is great hab i-
tat for darters, stoneflies, and p is to lg r ip  
mussels. W here glaciers deposited 100- 
foot-thick sediments, the river is s low  and 
deep— perfect fo r padd lefish and com-
mon map turtles. The last glaciers d id  not

bu lldoze areas in the  south. Add to th is 
landscape streamside areas, w ith  seasonal 
floods and ground waters, and the  result 
is diverse p lan t and an im al habitats. The 
Riverway's open waters, marshlands, and 
wooded bottom lands and b luffs offer 
excellent b ird ing. Great b lue heron rooker-
ies are v ita l nesting sites. A few  k ing fish-
ers d ive  for f ish  here a ll year. Neotropical 
songbirds* like  redstarts, other warblers, 
and wrens (below) m igrate through, often 
at n ight, and many nest . 
here in summer. I

All 40 native mussel species are still present
These Riverway waters are remarkably 
hea lthy compared to  others in  th is  region. 
This adds immeasurably to  the  Riverway's 
attraction fo r people who love the  out-
doors and makes it  im perative tha t we 
protect the  Riverway. The nation's most 
threatened class o f organisms is freshwa-
ter mussels. The federa l governm ent lists 
23 percent o f the nation's 304 native mus-
sel species as threatened or endangered. 
Problems facing these bi-valve mollusks 
are dredg ing , dams, fish-kills , sediment 
run-off from developm ent, and invasive 
(non-native) species like  the zebra mussel. 
The Riverway is s t ill home to a ll 40 o f its

recorded native mussels. This attests to 
hea lthy waters—and to  the  lack of major 
deve lopm ent a long the rivers— despite 
how  many mussels are in  troub le. The 
H igg ins eye and w inged m aple leaf mus-
sels are endangered, and several others 
are lis ted as species of concern by states. 
Mussels can't escape problems— many 
move on ly  a few  feet in  a lifetim e. They 
lie  on waterway bottoms, f ilte r in g  water 
fo r food organisms. Grow ing pressure for 
developm ent, especia lly south of the St. 
Croix Falls hydroelectric dam, is a grave 
threat to the future of the  Riverway's 
unusua lly intact assemblage of mussels.

Past and Present
valley today, and the 
Dakota live nearby.

Autumn on the 
St. Croix River
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Exploring the Riverway

This map show s the entire Riverway. You will 
need river section maps for facilities, serv-
ices, and navigation details not show n on 
this map. Find them  at visitor centers shown 
below  and other information sites or get 
them  at www.nps.gov/sacn. Click on "Plan 
Your Visit" then "Brochures."

Boaters and Paddlers A ll watercraft must be 
equipped with a USCG-approved lifesaving device 
for each person aboard. Children under age 13 must 
wear a properly fitted life jacket if  vessels—including 
canoes, kayaks, and inner tubes—are moving. The Na-
tional Park Service recommends that non-swimmers 
always wear a life jacket. Everyone should wear one in 
high-water conditions or when running rapids. Don’t 
overload your craft. If  you capsize in  fast water, stay 
upstream of your vessel. Don’t get caught between a 
swamped canoe and a rock or log! Boaters, watch your 
wake near canoes and your prop near swimmers.

Swimmers and Inner Tube Floaters Do not
swim alone, at night, or in unfamiliar places. Jumping 
or diving from bridges is illegal. Swimming between 
Highway 8 and the public boat launch at Wisconsin 
Interstate Park is prohibited. Entering the river from 
shore in Minnesota Interstate Park to swim is pro-
hibited. Watch children closely near water. There are 
no lifeguards or supervised beaches on the Riverwav. 
Wear a lifesaving device when on an inner tube, float 
with others, and navigate rapids feet first.

Hikers Use caution at the Riverway’s high cliffs, and 
watch your footing near c liff edges. Parents, watch 
children closely near cliffs.

Fishing A fishing license is required on the Riverway; 
state regulations apply. On the Namekagon and north-
ernmost 25 miles of the St. Croix, a Wisconsin license 
is required. Where the St. Croix River is the boundary 
between Minnesota and Wisconsin, a license from ei-

ther state is valid. State conservation officers and park 
rangers enforce regulations.

Fires and Firewood Build fires only in  steel fire 
rings or grills. Dead and down wood may be collected 
for firewood except from islands. Possession of fire-
wood that originates over 50 miles from the Riverway is 
prohibited. Fires must be out and ashes cold before you 
leave the area.

Lodging and Supplies Nearby communities offer 
lodging and supplies. Commercial operators offer 
canoe, kayak, and inner tube rentals. Fishing guide 
services exist for the Riverway. Check the Riverway 
website at right.

Facilities The St. Croix River Visitor Center and 
headquarters bu ild ing in  St. Croix Falls, Wis., are open 
year round. The Namekagon River Visitor Center at 
Trego, Wis., is open in  summer. The Marshland Center,

on Highway 70 on the Minnesota side of the river, is 
open for group programs by reservation. There are sev-
eral picnic areas on the Riverway. Earl Park Landing on 
the Namekagon near Trego and Osceola Landing near 
Osceola, Wis., on the St. Croix are the largest areas.

Fees There are no use fees for federally owned land 
or facilities. State parks charge entrance and camp fees. 
You may buy daily or annual state parks permits.

Private Property Private properties exist along the 
rivers. Respect landowners rights; do not disturb them.

Special Water Use Regulations Special “Slow 
speed”  and “Slow—No Wake”  zones exist for boaters 
on the St. Croix River between the Excel hydroelectric 
dam and the Mississippi River. Personal watercraft, 
like Jet Skis, are prohibited north of Stillwater, Minn.
A checkpoint at mile 28.5, the Soo Line H igh Bridge, 
prohibits upstream travel, to control spread of zebra 
mussels. In  some zones water skiing is prohibited after 
noon on weekends and holidays from Memorial Day 
weekend to Labor Day weekend. Complete regulations 
are available at marinas and state parks. Regulations are 
posted on bulletin boards at Riverway access points.

More Information
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 
401 North Hamilton Street 
St. Croix Falls, W I 54024 
715-483-2274 
www.nps.gov/sacn

The National Park Service manages 227 miles of the 
Riverway. The National Park System includes over 
390 park areas. The National Park Service cares for 
these special places saved by the American people so 
that a ll may experience our heritage. To learn more 
about national parks and National Park Service pro-
grams in  America’s communities visit www.nps.gov.Cultural and Natural Features Disturbing fea-

tures like rock formations, Indian burial mounds, 
or remnants of historic structures is illegal. Picking 
wildflowers or picking up artifacts is prohibited. Do 
not disturb freshwater mussels or their empty shells. 
Gathering fruits, nuts, or plants for commercial pur-
poses is illegal.

Lyme Disease Deer ticks are prevalent and can carry 
Lyme disease. Check yourself daily for ticks. Take pre-
cautions and know the symptoms of infection.

Camping and Campsites
Spending time camping along the river lets you linger 
and savor the Riverway environment. There are over 
100 primitive shoreline campsites on the Riverway— 
not all are shown on this map. Most are accessible 
from the water only. These scenic shoreline campsites 
let you plan long or short river trips with flexibility.

A few primitive shoreline campsites can be reached by 
walking a short distance from nearby parking areas.

State parks and forests offer car camping facilities near 
the rivers. Find state camping information at either 
www.dnr.state.mn.us or www.dnr.state.wi.us.

We encourage Leave No Trace camping practices and 
require that you pack out a ll trash. Visit www.lnt.org to 
learn more. To protect bare feet, all glass containers are 
prohibited on lands and waters within the Riverway.

Camping is restricted to these designated sites, and 
there are length-of-stay limits. There is no reservation 
system, and season passes are required for camping on 
the St. Croix downstream of the hydroelectric dam. 
(Group size lim its and designated sites are not yet set 
for the St. Croix between the Soo Line H igh Bridge and 
North Stillwater. Check our website for updates.) Most 
campsites feature a metal fire ring, picnic table, and 
prim itive toilet.

The Riverway website, www.nps.gov/sacn, gives details 
about camping, and you can download river section 
maps that show all of the Riverway campsites.

To W ausau

Do not use this map for 
river navigation. River 
section maps (see first 
paragraph, top left) give 
details of road access, 
services, and facilities. 
They are your keys to 
Riverway recreation. 
Outlined boxes on this 
map show the coverage 
of river section maps.

Black symbols show 
National Park Service fac ilit ies

I I St. Croix Scenic
” j  Byway

St. Croix National 
Scenic Riverway

Some land a long the Riverway 
remains in private ownership. 
Please respect landowners 
and th e ir  property.

I 10 I River m ileage

River distances are shown 
every 10 miles (16 kilometers). 
The St. Croix R iver is measured 
from the Mississippi River. The 
Namekagon River is measured 
from the St. Croix River.

Ranger station

Boat and canoe launch

Canoe launch forests
State w ild ife  areasPublic te lephone

Mississippi National 
River and Recreation 
Area

RapidsPicnic area

Prim itive shoreline 
campsite

http://www.nps.gov/sacn
http://www.nps.gov/sacn
http://www.nps.gov
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us
http://www.lnt.org
http://www.nps.gov/sacn

