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The People and the National Parks

By ROBERT STERLING YARD

I NLY the few who have been in con-
tinuous touch during the last two
years with the organizations in
every corner of the land which have
been defending our national parks
against the business interests seeking
to invade them have the least 1dea
what these reservations have come to mean to the
plain people of the entire country. Unaware, we
are undergoing a new evolution of patriotic pride
that i1s national in a real sense. To many and con-
stantly increasing millions who know the parks and
expect to know them only in print and picture, they
have become, nevertheless, the shining badge of the
nation’s glory, sharing somewhat even of the sacred-
ness of the flag.

Let us adjust ourselves to this new fact at once,
for 1t is important. We can no longer dismiss
national parks as travel resorts, or consider them
from any class point of view whatever. They have
become a part of the general popular conception of
the greatness of Amer-
ica.  The stars and
stripes float in imagina-
tton from every moun-
tain top. Just as a large
part of the awe inspired
by a great cathedral de-
rives from its relizious
significance, so the emo-
tion inspired by El Ca-
pitan, seen either in fact
or picture, becomes ex-
alted by its symbolism
of America.

This new expression
of the patriotism of the
people received its re-
markable impetus from
two principal causes.

One of these was the newness of the conception.
I'he national parks themselves, most of them, are
old as we count age in America. Yellowstone, the
first, celebrates its fiftieth anniversary this year.
Yosemite and Glacier have been national parks for
more than thirty years. But until Stephen 1. Mather
conceived them all combined as a system, and began
seven or eight years ago its upbuilding, they had
existed unnoticed. Yellowstone had long been fa-
mous as a geyser region, Yosemite as an extra-
ordinarily beautiful valley; but neither was cele-
brated as a national park. lven school geographies
did not mention national parks before Mather’s
time, and none but government maps indicated them.

Once pointed out, however, the imagination of
the nation seized the conception with immense zest.
That successive congresses for all these years had
been quietly setting apart these exhibition reserva-
tions of original America, to be preserved untouched
forever by the hand of commerce, preserving also
American wild life there in unaltered descent from
its beginnings, was a dis-
covery which stirred the
nation profoundly. T hat
these parks excelled in
grandeur and variety the
combined scenic exhibits
of other principal na-
tions moved the national
pride. lhat they em-
bodied in actual reality,
and 1n splendor, the
American-born i1deal of
nature conservation, cre-
ating and protecting by
law a mighty system of
national museums of the
primitive American wil-
derness, was an inspiring
oftset to the sordid com-
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Camping on the Merced, Yosemite Falls in the background

mercialism and much advertised political rottenness
of the times. From ocean to ocean the plain people
hailed this new prooft of our national idealism, and
massed themselves heartily behind the system's
splendid development. It helped uphold our na-
tional self-respect.

Suddenly our national parks became our most
wonderful possession. ‘The public schools taught
them, the newspapers filled supolements with pic-
tures of them, books were written about them,
motion pictures showed them in every city and town,
lecturers dropped all other scenic subjects. All who
could afford it rushed to see them. Within four
vears after two hundred and fifty square miles of
Colorado’s immense scenic empire was made the
Rocky Mountain National Park, its previous sum-
mer patronage of fifteen to twenty thousand visitors
leaped to more than two hundred thousand.

The other notable source of impetus to the na-
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tional parks ideal was the almost
immediate need to defend it.
Nothing arouses so passionate an
advocacy as an attempt to debase
a public ideal to the uses of private
profit. Powerful interests which
had long purposed some time to
harness the park waters to busi-
ness had become alarmed at this
unexpected public discovery, and
plotted to sieze them before it was
too late. Innocent looking bills
introduced into a Congress rent
with international controversies
and preceding an absorbing presi-
dential election were soon discov-
ered to be the precedent-makers
and door-openers for a combina-
tion of business interests which
could not fail to prove irresistible
once it established a foothold.

In the war which followed, and
which after two years is still wag-
ing with increasing determination
on both sides, the people in every
state rose in eager defense. In-
cieasing  millions, represented
through organizations and indivi-
dually in every congressional dis-
trict in the nation, insist that Con-
gress save the precious quality of
complete conservation which alone
difterentiates these from other
public reservations.

Their will 1s felt in Congress,
which, on any straight vote, would
overwhelmingly replace the na-
tional parks in the position of
satety which they held before the
passage of the Water Power Act.
But the invaders, deeply skilled in
the mysterious art of blocking bills
not in their interest, are strongly
entrenched, holding what they
won on their first surprise rushes, unable to advance
but undermining where they can, waiting for ‘‘all
this excitement to die down.”

Their strategy 1s time-honored and usually suc-
cessful, but in this instance i1t 1s invoked against the
growing anger of a people.

[t will be seen that this invasion, and especially
the stealthy method of its prosecution, is spreading
the fame of the parks and the principle upen which
they depend into the very hamlets, and fanning into
determination the spirit of defense. The longer the
invaders hold their trenches, the more sweeping will
be the recovery. Impatience at the slowness of Con-
oress to realize that this national demand requires
action 1s infecting the land from many centers.
Sooner or later it will prevail.

Under conditions such as these the swift spread
of this new expression of patriotism and its develop-
ment into an ardent popular cause are not surpris-
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ing. Nor should we be surprised
that the country generally, and
Congress particularly, have been
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so long recognizing its existence, [ LA S

and its imperative quality. The
development of popular emotion
into fixed national purpose is sel-
dom seen except in perspective.

It is not the purpose of this
article to predict the future of this
new trend of popular idealism, but
to call the attention of thinking = % %
men and women to its opportuni- |
ties. For those concerned inlend- @~ =
ing helping hands to the bettering
of popular conditions, there are
rare opportunities here. Let us
consider the National Parks Sys-
tem from this standpoint.

After the Washburn-Langford ' 4
expedition explored the Yellow- = 7/ |
stone region in 1871 to prove or | . ..
disprove the current tales about .
fountains of boiling water, moun- *
tains of glass, and blue flames
from the inferno, its members re-
commended to Congress that the
region be set aside forever ‘‘for
the use and enjoyment of the peo-
ple.” It was the first enunciation
of the national parks principle,
Montana-born.

The West was big, then, and the
idea of complete conservation
meant nothing to the people. It
was successive Congresses and ad-
ministrations that carried it down
through the long succession of
parks created thereafter upon
Yellowstone’'s model. When San

Francisco in 1913 got from Congress the right to
dam Hetch Hetchy Valley in the Yosemite Na-
tional Park for city water supply, it closed a long
contest in which a few scattered conservationists had
been unable to arouse the people in defense, notwith-
standing that meantime Roosevelt had proclaimed
the American principle of conservation and nature
had become a popular fetish. Somewhere, the con-
nection missed. Hetch Hetchy was lost and no one
seemed to care.

It was left to another practical idealist, a clear-
eyed, tongue-halting man whose words were acts, a
seer of visions which he turned to fact, to interpret
to the people themselves the early dream of the
Montana explorers. The nation, thrilling to Roose-
velt yet unresponsive to the eloquence of Muir and
Johnston, rose shouting to the deeds of Mather.
The swarming bees settled passionately upon the
hive which he discovered. Conservation had found
a visible, tangible home in an accomplished system
of national parks.

These parks are now nineteen in number. Seven-
teen of them are within the United States, one in
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Among the crevasses «f Stevens Glacier, Mount Rainier National “Park

Alaska and one in the Hawaiian Islands. There
are also twenty-six national monuments created by
presidential proclamation under the Antiquities Act
to preserve objects or areas of archaeological or
special scientific value.

The Greatest Museum

Of the seventeen national parks within the United
States, fifteen are in the far West, one in the South,
and one in the far Ilast. Two are desert parks,
three moderate altitude parks and nine in the high
mountains.

More specifically, three of these national parks,
Grand Canyon, Zion and Glacier, illustrate the land
forms produced by erosion acting upon sedimentary
rocks; four, Yellowstone, Mount Rainier, Crater
I.ake and Lassen Volcanic, show difterent phases of
volcanism; three, Yosemite, Rocky Mountain and
[.afayette, exhibit eroded granite; one, Wind Cave,
Illustrates limestone formation; two, Sequoia and
General Grant, preserve extraordinary forests;
two, Hot Springs and Platt, preserve curative
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springs; and one, Mesa Verde, preserves the most
remarkable of our prehistoric ruins.

In all of them, wild life conditions remain un-
touched. Except to make way for roads, trails,
hotels and camps sufficient to permit the people ito
live there awhile and contemplate the unaltered
works of nature, no tree, shrub or wild flower is
cut, no stream or lake 1s disturbed, no bird or
animal 1s destroyed. These parks are national
museums of the original American wilderness, car-
ried on in nature’s own, untrammeled way, today.

In most of them, wild animal life is restoring it-
self very slowly from the generation of the Great
Slaughter when this land of most exuberant wild
creature life in all the world was denuded in ex-
travagant ruthlessness. But there are two parks,
Ye'lowstone and Glacier, which were so remote then
that they measurably escaped, and these today are
fair vxamples, perhaps, of the animal population of
the or'ginal wilderness; and another, Mount Mec-
Kinley in Alaska, which will preserve its immense
herds ot caribou and mountain sheep nearly intact,
provided Congress is not niggardly in guardianship.

Again, seen in a still different classification, the

parks illustrate the geologic sequence of America’s
making. From the Granite Gorge of the Grand
Canyon to the top of the Pink Cliff in Bryce Canyon
are displayed the colorful strata representing nearly
a hundred million years of world building, a library
in brilliant bindings of the dramatic creation of our
Southwest. The missing volumes may be found in
Glacier.

Our granite parks illustrate the tremendous pro-
cesses of the upbuilding of gigantic mountain systems,
their destruction by erosion, and their rebuilding.
T'he everlasting struggle between the uplifting forces
from below and the wearing-down forces from
above are illustrated in minutest detail. In Mount
Rainier, we see mighty glaciers in full career; in
Yosemite and Glacier and Rocky Mountain we sce
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the small remainders of once-mighty glaciers, and
camp out in deep channels whose like are now mak-
ing at Mount Rainier.

Our volcanic parks likewise tell their dramatic
tales of tempestuous mountain building, of the blow-
ing up and collapse of huge cones, of the creation
of rolling plateaus, of hot springs and geysers as
stages in dying volcanism. Lassen is a living
volcano. Dead volcanos are found in several parks.

Lvery national park makes its own different con-
tribution to the Great Story, and in combination
they tell us the whole minutely, dramatically, fas-
cinatingly. Even the low granite knobs of ILafa-
yette, emerging from inlets, add their chapter on
the subsidence of the Atlantic Coast and the sea's
invasion of valleys scooped by glaciers then fifteen
thousand feet above the tide.

T'he processes which wrought America are seen
in our parks in full operation today, the building up
and the wearing down. Best of all, the lessons
learned in these thrilling national museums have
their applications in every square mile elsewhere.
These learned, the whole world becomes a new and
eloquent and fascinating thing.

Lost Educational Opportunities

The educational value of our national parks is
evident. If you question the opportunity, go te the
parks and ask its visitors. Or stand on the rim of
the Grand Canyon, or in one of the great forests of
Yosemite, or on the shore of Iceberg Lake in Glacier
—anywhere in any national park—and offer expla-
nations aloud. Instantly you will become the center
of an eager questioning crowd. With few excep-
tions, those who wvisit our national parks want
earnestly to know.

But I know no place where accurate infoermation
1s harder to obtain. The rangers are hard to find
and extremely busy. The employes of the hetel
and camping companies are uninformed and uninter-
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Ready for the trail, Glacier National Park
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Photograph by Wiswall Brothers
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The parting of the trails, Rocky Mountain National Park

ested. The information bureaus know only adver-
tising headlines about the tours it 1s their business
to sell. The bus drivers are neighborhood huskies.
Most 1gnorant of all are the average ‘‘guides,”
whose sole responsibility appears to be the safety of
the horses in their charge, and whose chief desire
1s to hustle parties to their destinations in the short-
est possible time.

One tragic example which will serve for all is the
tour to the marvelous Mariposa Grove of giant
sequoia 1n the Yosemite National Park. The cars
tear through one of the grandest forests in the
world. Out and back, the journey is replete with
manifold riches of nature in fullest profusion, but
no one knows it, least of all the driver. Arriving
at the Grove, a wonderfully complete museum of
the sequoia the tourists are notified that they have
an hour and a quarter, including time for lunch, to
study the trees. And there is no one at the Grove
who knows a sugar pine from a red fir, or can even
name any of the marvelous sequoia except the big-
gest tree, the tree you look up through, and the tree
through which the road passes.

Beginnings have been made. Public appropria-
tions cannot be spent for educational purposes, but
a naturalist has been appointed as ranger in Yose-
mite, and another in Yellowstone. A young woman

geologist also lectures on hotel porches in Yellow-
stone, and the camping company has set apart
Roosevelt Camp as a center for nature observation.

A public-spirited organization in California pays
the expenses of the government's Nature Guide
Service 1n Yosemite. Two professors from the
University of California conduct daily walking par-
ties for nature study, and lecture in the camps. This
year the Nature Guide System is introduced at
Glacier, with the University of Montana in charge.

The weakness of this experiment lies in the fact
that the tourist who wants to know something must
hunt up 2 man who may be one or fifty miles away.
Or he must disarrange long cherished plans to take
a nature walk. One can have nature walks at home.
Those whom the system serves, it serves extremely
well, but it does not in any sense meet tourist con-
ditions. Still, it is a beginning.

Who are the Park Visitors?

T'his brings us to the patronage of the parks. In
1913, the year before Mather brought his dream
to Washington, 251,703 people visited twelve na-
tional parks; in 1921, 1,007,335 people visited
eighteen national parks. If we include visitors to
national monuments, last year's total reaches 1,
111,796. This year promises to break all records.
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Auto camp, Mount Rainier in the distance
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These constitute the great
body of national park visit-
ors. We also meet the work-
ers 1n lesser numbers—farm-
ers, small employers and the
thrifty employed.

Imagine an average of
church congregations and the
audiences of theaters, con-
certs, popular lectures, grand
opera and the better motion
picture houses, of college
football crowds and the pa-
trons of the Chautauquas and
Ocean Groves of the country,
and you will come pretty close
to the average of national
park visitors. It is an incelli-
gent and a fairly educated
crowd. It represents Amer-
ica very well.

Beginning with oeur en-
trance into war, the increase
of automobile travel to the
parks has been little short of
phenomenal. The majority
now come in motors. Many
journey hundreds or thou-

The two years of the European war, instead of sands of miles to reach their parks. Some travel in
lowering the average of park travel, increased it. elaborate dwellings built on their automobile chassis
That was significant of more than the stopping of into which sleeping and housekeeping equipments
Furopean travel, for the increase came to the have been ingeniously fitted. Others carry tents,
parks in low-priced automobiles. The resumption sometimes in trailers. Thousands of these inde-
of European travel following the war did not affect pendent travelers visit the parks yearly. Other
national park travel. thousands depend, with the comers by rail, on the
[ note these interesting facts without comment or hotels and public camps.

suggestion. Many explanations have been oftered.

National park visitors are
of every kind except those
who still think Furope more
interesting than  America,
those who have the fixed habit
of returning every summer to
the same resort, and those
who never save enough to

cross the continent.

Fvery summer we meet a
few of the distinguished and
the conspicuous in the na-
tional  parks. Politicians,
merchants, statesmen, legis-
lators, artists of every va-
riety, bankers, judges, mil-
lionaires and the merely
fashionable all are represent-
ed. But we meet in immense
numbers business and profes-
sional men and their families,
teachers, lawyers, brokers,
manufacturers of everything
on earth, writers, publishers,
advertising men—the well-to-

When it 1s considered that only eight years have
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do of all sorts and degrees. Camp at Paradise Valley, Mount Rasinier National Park






