
FREE! * FUN 6AMES AND ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS ♦ FREE!

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK
J oin these kids on their adventure in beautiful Rocky Mountain National Park. 

How? Complete all o f the games and activities in this newspaper.
You'll learn lots about the park and have fun at the same time. Let's go!

ALEX ROBBIE CRISTINA

CAMEECOSYSTEMS i #
--- ——

As you go up and down in elevation, you'll pass through
different plant and animal communities called ecosystems, or 

life zones. Look closely. Watch for the changes. Pick the words 
from the list at right that complete the ecosystem descriptions.

SUBALPINE

MONTANE

RIPARIAN
W illows grow in these lands located around
(9) ____________AND STREAMS AT ALL (10) ____________
in Rocky Mountain National Park.

FORESTS

PLANTS

FIR

LAKES

BANNER

SUMMER

MEADOWS

TUNDRA

PONDEROSA

ELEVATIONS
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EXPLORER

ALPINE
NEARLY ONE-THIRD OF THE PARK IS ABOVE TREELINE.
T h e  WIDE-OPEN ALPINE (1)__________  BURSTS INTO COLOR
WHEN TINY (2 )_____________BLOOM IN THE (3)______________ .

Dense (4)_________ of Encelmann spruce and
SUBALPINE FIR ABOUND HERE. WlND-SCULPTED, FLAG­
SHAPED (5 )_____________ TREES ARE SEEN AT TREELINE.

O pen (6)___________ and forests of (7)___________
pine and Douglas- (8)______ are found here at
THE p a r k 's  WARMER, DRIER LOWER ELEVATIONS.



MAP SKILLS
"Hey, look at that huge mountain. What is it?"
"It's right here on this map. Hallett Peak. See?"

Knowing how to read a map can mean a safer, more fun park 
experience. On the map at left, circle each of the locations 

you see or visit during your trip through Rocky Mountain 
National Park.

Now, use the compass next to the map to help the kids figure out 
the following directions.

1. Lily Lake is which direction from Longs Peak?
2. Hallett Peak is which direction from M ilner Pass?
3. Beaver Meadows Visitor C enter is which direction from 

Holzwarth H istoric She?
4. Rock Cut is which direction from Bear Lake?
5. Grand Lake is which direction from Moraine Park?
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LITTER, 
BE CONE!

CAME
4

“We don't want 
anyone to trash this 
beautiful place!"

The illustrations at left show how 
long it takes for litter to decompose. 

Scary, huh? Help the park by picking up 
litter and tossing it into the trash can or 
recycling bin during your visit. List the 
items in the box above.

TRUE OR FALSE?

NO FEEDINC!
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1. Human food can make 
animals sick.TRUE FALSE

2. Fed animals may forget how
TO FIND THEIR OWN FOOD.

TRUE FALSE
3. Fed wildlife may lose its fear

OF YOU AND BITE YOU. J
TRUE FALSER

4. Feeding w ild life is i l le g a l > 
IN THE PARK. TRUE FALSE

Don't feed
them!1.

Wild animals
find their

v own food.UTTER LIST
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CHECKLIST
"Look at those woodchucks over there on the rocks!" 

“They look like woodchucks, but they're really marmots."

Lots of interesting wildlife and 
wildflowers can be seen in Rocky 

Mountain National Park. Look carefully. 
When you spot one of the animals, birds or 
plants below, check it off. Don't be 
disappointed if you can't find them all!

ANIMALS

“There's no way I’m getting up at 2:30 tomorrow morning!"
"We had to hit the trail early. If we don't make it to the top of Longs Peak 

before noon, we could get caught in a lightning storm."

Alex, Robbie and Cristina are joining the thousands 
of people who make the 16-mile-round-trip climb 

of 14,259-foot Longs Peak each summer. Most hikers 
care about Rocky Mountain National Park and act 
responsibly. A few do not. Five activities in this 
picture help rangers take care of the park. Circle them. 
Three activities do not help the park. Mark them with 
a big X.
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CAME 
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-
ANIMAL TRACKS

“These tracks are pretty cool."
"Yeah. I saw some snowshoe hare prints at Bear Lake this morning.

Below each track at left is the name of the animal
that made it. But the name is scrambled.

Unscramble the words and help the kids identify the
mammals that left these footprints.
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CRISSCROSS CAME
9

"All those snaggly little trees ive saw at treeline are called krummholz.
I learned that at the campfire program last night."

you're nearing the end of your adventure. Let's find out what 
you have learned during your visit to Rocky Mountain 

National Park. Complete the Crisscross puzzle by answering 
the questions below.

ACROSS
1. H ighest ecosystem
2. Lands next to lakes and streams 
6. Looks like a woodchuck
8. Land above the trees
10. Dog-like predator
11. Lower-elevation ecosystem
12. ____ Mountain National Park
14. Explorers do this
17. This familiar mammal's a fall bucler
19. Fancy name for an alpine sunflower
20. Another name for the ouzel 
22. Tundra-dwelling bird
24. Heavily forested ecosystem
26. Rivfr-swimming mammal
27. A kid's favorite food
28. Also called a red squirrel

DOWN
1. Long-eared squirrel
3. Trash tossed on the ground
4. C lark's _______________
5. Trail walk
6. Huge mammal prefers park's west side
7. Colorado's state flower
9 ._________ DEER
13. You're in this state
15. _______________ HARE
16. W hen should humans feed wildlife? 
18. W eather-beaten treeline growth
21. Park person in uniform
22. PONDEROSA_____________
23. Alpine Forget-me- __________
25. _____________SHEEP
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YOU DID IT! WAY TO CO!
"That was fun! 1 feel like I knoiv this park a lot better now."

"I can't wait to show my vacation pictures to the kids at school!"

There sure are lots of great things to explore in Rocky Mountain 
National Park. Want to know more? Visit one of the Rocky 

Mountain Nature Association bookstores located in all park 
visitor centers and check out the awesome selection of books, posters, puppets, 
pins and other fun stuff. As an extra bonus, kids ages 6 to 12 can ask a ranger at 
the visitor center desk for a free copy of the park's Junior Ranger Log Book. 
Complete the activities with your family or friends and a ranger will award you 
an official Junior Ranger badge.

We had a great time exploring the park with you. Come back soon!
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